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Gigi thiéu

Trén doi nay, hé c6 ké lam chuyén xau, nhat dinh sé dé lai ddu vét. To6i
khong tin thoi gian c6 thé chon vui tdi ac.

Hoang T Ha da nd6i nhw thé khi ditng trwéc bat ky vu 4an nao. Nhung biét
lan tim manh moi ra sao néu dau vét lai chi 1a mot tia sét trén troi, mot 1oi
dén vu vo, mot gidc mo vira dugc nghe ké?

Nhitng twéng co hoi tré vé Thuc gidi vu an oan cuia gia dinh c6 dang dén
gan, thi mot loat s kién ky di trong ngoai triéu bong xay ra - dich than
bong Xwong cong chia yéu cau hoan quan Dwong Sung Co ra tay diéu tra.
Loay hoay gitta cac dau vét mo ho chang thé suy doan, Hoang Tt Ha dot
nhién gap lai ngwdi con trai thud thanh mai tric ma, gio da coi c6 nhu ké t@
th. Tram an nghin oan ciing qua khit vira ngot ngao vira dau thwrong dé lam
roi tri. Pau la nguwdi ngay, dau la hung tha? Sinh ra trong dién ngoc va chén
dan gian, so6 phan nao hanh phic hon? R6t cudc trong dai an ménh méng
nay, ké yéu ménh la ai?

Tien truyén

1

Chu6n chu6n bay 1én dau thoa ngoc
Vwong Thugce bwde vao pha Van veong trong mot chiéu xuan am u.
Bau khong khi dam w6t ma ngdt ngat, bao hiéu mét con mwa 16n sap ap

xuong. Vuong Lan héi nang cé can nguoi di theo hau ha khong, nhung
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nang tr chéi. Ttr 1au, nang da san sang doi dién vdi tién do kho lwong,
khong can thém ké nao biét bi mat ctia minh nita.

Pha Van vuong da cé bon nguwoi thiép, nang la thit nam.

Trong bon ngudi thiép thi ba ngwdi mac nhitng mau nhan nhat am ap nhw
mau hoa hanh, mau ting hwong, mau xwong bo, duy cé6 mét vi van do dé
rue, khac véi moi ngwdi, nhin noi bat han 1én.

Ngoai lan can ngoc thach nd day hoa lwu, chéi loi nhw Itra gitta ngay oi
bttc. N tit 4o do ditng dudi goc cdy, nhan sac twoi tham nhw hoa.

Vwong Thuoc hanh 1€ véi ho, tham nghi ¢6 ta nhat dinh la Quach Hoan.
Quéach Hoan, mot my nhan no6i danh Truong An, dung nhan kiéu diém, doi
muoi duong do, la nguwdi thiép hau ha bén Van vueong 1au nhat.

Vwong Thuge mim cuwdi, ditng trede mat ho, thuan khiét nhu thuan, dé Van
vrong nam tay. Bat dau tir khoanh khac Vwong Thuoc ditng do, Quach
Hoan dung sac 10ng lay choang nggp pht Van vuong bao nam nay da tr@
thanh mot doa cuc vang tan ta ngay sau.

Con mwa don nén bay lau, cudi cung cling trat xuéng. Giot mwa dau tién
roi xudng ma Quach Hoan, con nguwai nhin Vwong Thugc bong thu nho lai
nhu meo.

Su canh gidc bam sinh ctia phu nit khi trong thay thién dich.

“Quach phu nhan la ngwoi cti bén canh Van vuong u?” Pén t6i, lic g& bo
trang stic, nang bang quo hoi do nguoi dudi.

Vinh Linh dang chai téc cho nang thong tha dap: “Pung thé, Quach phu
nhan dugc 1ap sém nhat trong so6 cac thé thiép phu nay. Hon nita, tir nho &
trong cung, 16n 1én cung Van vuong, sau khi vieong xuat cung, Quach phu
nhan ciing di theo, dén gig, tinh cdm rat sau nang.”
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“Ty ty ta... Vwong phi lic méi ga dén, nghe néi cling ¢ day?” Vuong
Thugc tha toc xda ditng day buwdc ra san, nhin vé phia mat ho nho trong
vién.

Vinh Linh gat dau: “Pung thé, viong gia rat coi trong phu nhan, nén mai
x€ép cho & day, cao hon moi nguwdi mot bac.”

Nang hoi nghiéng dau, mo mang nhin ra dong nwdc litng 10, cham rai dap:
“Nao dam thé, du sao ta cling la ngwdi dén sau, chi ddm tam lanh phia sau
bon vi phu nhan ma théi, ngu & day ta thwe then lam.”

“Lam sao phdi ho then? Ban veong xép cho nang & day ma,” dang sau co
nguwoi cwdi néi, “hudng ho, dén truedc sau gi chit, nang dirng nhiin nhuwong
qud, kéo ngudi ta e hiép day.”

Vuwong Thuoc ngoai lai, trong thdy Van vuong, voi cidi dau hanh 1€, cup mi
mat xuoéng cudi khong dap.

Van vuong nam tay Vuong Thugc, ngam nang that ki, doan tha thi: “Hom
ay ¢ nha ho Vuong, ltc trong thay nang, ta thirc khéng dam tin trén doi lai
c6 my nhan dep dén nhwong nay. Gig day nhin nang, cling van khong dam
tin... Nguwoi nha ho Vuwong gitt nang ky qud, chwa bao gio dé 16 ra ca.”

“Tw nhé thiép da 6m yéu, phai ban khodn cho dao quan. Thiép ct nghi... sé
16 lang ca xuan thi.” Vwong Thugc cti dau cwoi nhe.

“Thé nén s6 ménh da dinh, nang doi dén gio, la dé thanh nguwdi cta ta.”

Nang nhoén cwdi ta vao ngue han, tham duyét lai moi diéu minh biét vé
nguwoi dan 6ng nay - Van vueong, tredng hoang ti ban triéu, mau than xuat
than thap hén nén khong dugc sung ai. Dén tudi thiéu nién bi dudi ra khoi
cung Dai Minh, twong lai ra sao con chwa biét.
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Hang ngudi nhu vay, trede day & Duwong Chau nang da gap nhiéu. Han can
mot nit ti¥ don thuan yéu dudi, phai dya vao han ma song, c6 vay han méi
tim dwgc cam gidc dac y gitta vo van that vong trong doi.

Dau phai lam gia ngwoi khac, vo vit yéu thuwong suot mét doi thi da sao?
Du gi nang ciing khong yéu ké trudc mat, day chi la thu doan dé c6 cude
song tot dep hon théi.

Bdi vay, khi bi kéo 1én giwong, nang ho then dén mitc khong ngang noi mat
1én. Nh¢ lai Itc con nién thiéu, sw phu tirng néi: “Van Tri, thién tw ty ba cta
con, doi nay ta méi thdy c6 mot.” Nhung du c6 thién tw muon ngudi chon
mot, nang van phai ngay dém kho luyén ty ba, chwa tirng nghi ngoi mat
khac. B&i nang nghi, do6 la ngén nghé kiém song cia minh, nhat dinh phai
tran quy.

Hién gio, dén lac phai tran quy ga dan ong tredc mat nay day.

Ao khé tudt ra, nang nhim nghién mat 6m chit ngudi xa la no, diu dang
nhv thuan, giong nhu tran quy co hdi tai sinh.

Con mua ngoai hién trat xuéng, ém dém ma xa xam, ra rich trién mién.

Khoi may mit mo giang mac, nang mo mang trong thdy Trinh Kinh Tu, van
dang vé nhu lan dau gap gd. Y vai nang mat vai that dai noi, c6 nwong la
my nhan dep nhat toi tirng thay, xin c6 nwong cho phép t6i vé c6 mot birc
dugc khong.

Bay gio, nang con kiéu ngao buwéng binh, cho rang lai mdt ga dan ong nita
muon cai cd phong nha ti€p can minh, nén chi li€c xéo y roi rat mot cay
tram da deo chan ném xudng dong song canh do, noi, néu nguwoi tim lai
tram cho ta thi duwoc.

Duédi anh dwong ruc rd, y cwdi nhin nang, nu cwdi nuong chiéu ma bat lurc.
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Nang con nhd hom ay cling d6 mwa thé nay. Nang lo twdng vi trong san bi
mua x0i gay, nén sang sém da trd day. Nao ngd Trinh Kinh Tu da ding doi
duwéi khém twong vi triedc san, ca nguwdi w6t siing, tay cam cay tram cua
nang.

Cudc doi that la. Néu hom ay nang khong thdy Trinh Kinh Tu dwéi khom
twong vi, toan than 1am lem, duy c6 d6i mat van sang rd, c6 phai dén gio
nang van ¢ Dwong Chau, mot khic ty ba trong Van Thiéu Uyén bau ban

cung tudi xuan hoa mong, phu hét quang am.

Tat ca dwong nhu déu hoa thanh tro bui, chép mat da tiéu tan.

Chi con lai nang ni non rén ri bén dwéi mot ngwoi khac, khi han 6m ghi lay
nang, hai hang nwéc mat nang bong trao ra, tira doéa hoa vira hé nd, khong
chiu n6i con mwa dém vui dap. Méu bo cau giau trong vién sap nhé 1én
chiéc 4o gam thanh titng dom do 1am tam, con dau trao 1én trong 16ng nguc
cung noi cam ghét ban than khién nang bong thay non nao.

Sau cung, tit ca cting binh lang lai, mot minh nang tro mat nam dé gitra
dém tinh mich, lang nghe tiéng mwa ri ra ngoai song nhu gidi vao long.

Vuwong Lan ké vGi nang, Trinh Kinh Tu da dan Tuyét Sac roi khoi kinh
thanh. Xwa nay y van la ngudi khoan dung diu dang, biét minh sé tré thanh
hon da ngang dudng nang, nén da chén vui tat ca trong 1ong ma roi di.

Co lic, nang thay minh khong phai v4i y. Nhung sau nay lai nghi, y cling
dau phai vdi nang? May nam nay, d6i bén chi 1a hai ké khéng nén chung
song, lam trao cho nhau nhitng ngay thang hoa mong thanh xuan, cu6i cting
phat hién, tht ngudi kia mudn, minh khéng cho dugc.

Trén doi nay, nang chi khong phai v6i mot nguwdi, chinh la Tuyét Sac cua
nang.

Tuyét Sac... Tuyét Sac.
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DPia con gai nang rit rudt sinh ra, hét sitrc yéu 6t, bé bong, chang khac bong
tuyét ngam trong nhuy mai, chi sg &nh dwong roi tGi la tan mat.Veé sau, no
sé chang thé gdp lai me nita.

Bai vi me no bac tinh bac nghia, tan nhan doan tuyét.

Nang nghi ngoi, roi gio canh tay 1én che mat, cudn tron ngudi trén givong
tram hwong lwu ly that bao.

Nam bén mot ngwdi dan 6ng khac, nang tw nhd, Mai Van Tri, nguoi phai
song cho that t6t. Vi tham pht quy vinh hoa, nguwoi da lam ra nhitng viéc
chang bang cam thi, néu con khong séng cho tot, thi troi dat khong tha!

2

Ho phit dung in béng 1au dai

Cho & cua Vwong Phu bai tri rat cau ky, xa hoa qua mic thanh ra tao cam
giac ngot ngat.

Lic m6i vao veeong phu, Vuwong Thugc luén mac quan do nhat mau, luc
nhat, vang to, xanh ngoc, nang biét nhw vay sé khién minh tréng cang yéu
6t mong manh, pha lodng dung nhan l6a mat, ban than ciing giong thiéu ni
hon.

Nang ciling cho ngudi g& bé phan 16n do trang tri trong phong, gang bay
bién that don so moc mac.

Van vuong c6 hoi, nang chi 6m 1ay cuon sach Vuwong Phu dé lai, chau may
ay nay cuoi: “Thi€p ¢ phong ty ty da la khong 6n, nao dam bay dat hoa 1é

»

nita.
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“Tu6i con nhé ma bai tri nhw vay cling ngoan ngoan qua.” Van vuong dua
nang.

Nang nhoén cudi cti dau doc sach, gidu vé trao phing thoang qua day mat.

Mot canh hoa Ngu my nhan da vang kep trong trang sach cham cham roi
xuong theo tay lat.

Nang vtra nhdt l1én xem, vira thong tha doc trang sach no.
Nao mai long yéu mai,

Ma quén ai an xua.

Nhin hoa nhoa nwéc mat,

Vua Sé& héi chang thua.

La bai “Ttc phu nhan”(*) caa Vuong Duy.

(*) Tt@c phu nhan, con goi la BPao Hoa phu nhan, dung nhan xinh dep nhw
hoa dao, von la vo cta vua nwéc Tire (mot nwdc nho thdi Xuan Thu). Nam
680 TCN vua Sé& diét nwdc Tic, chiém Tic phu nhan lam vg. Nang tuy bi
budc phéi lay vua S@& sinh hai con nhung tron doi khong n6i mot 16i nao véi
vua S0.

Nang bong thay ngwc nhu bi kim dam, tuy chang dau budt, nhing van tw tir
ri mau. Song trén khuon mat nang lai hién ra nu cuoi diu dang hon nita,
khién Van virong ngoi canh bat giac vieon tay ra 6m 1ay nang, hén nhe vao
tai, n6i: “Dung la tdm tinh thiéu ni¥, canh hoa tia vang cé gi hay ma nhin.”

Vwong Thuge cup doi mi day rgp xudng, cong khée moi thém. Nang da
liéc thay trong khe gitta hai trang sach, c6 hai chit nguéch ngoac yéu 6t:
Cuu ta.
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Nét bit xiéu xeo nhu thé, van khong gidu duwgc vé thanh ti von di.
La nét chit cia Vwong Phu, may thang nay nang da quen.

Vwong Thuge binh than tya vao vai Van vuong, kep canh hoa Ngu my
nhan vao cho cd, che di hai chir kia.

Gio da cudbi thu, 14 rung 14 ta. Nang tién tay nhat phién 14 phong bén canh
1én, thong tha lat qua cudén sach mot lwot, tim noi kep vao.

Van vuong 6m lay vai nang do danh: “Nang gay yéu, nén vé phong thi hon,
kéo tring gio lai dau dau.”

Nang gat dau, nam tay han ditng day khéi hang hién, nao ngd dot nhién
choang vang, ca ngwdi mém nhiin ra, phai dwa vao ngwoi han.

Van vuong hoi ha do 14y nang, hoi han: “Sao thé, tring gi6 dau dau thyc
roi u?”

Nang chua kip dap, da voi bung miéng non khan.

Pwa bé trong bung nang da hon mot thang, gio dang la luc phai dudng thai
can than.

Quéach Hoan tdi tham nang dau tién, di cung la nhii mau bé Linh Huy, con
gai 6 ta. Quach Hoan am Linh Huy dén bén givong, dat né ngoi xuéng
canh nang, cwdi ndi: “Luc ta sinh Linh Huy rat thuan 1gi, nén hom nay méi
dem né dén, hy vong dita bé trong bung mudi cling duwgc nhw Linh Huy,
khong hanh me n6.”

Vwong Thugc mim cwdi, véi tay 6m 1ay Linh Huy: “Pa ta ty ty quan tam.”
Tay nang de 1én dau g6i va vai dita nhd, hét sitc chuan xac, khién n6 khong
cach nao cham dvgc vao bung minh.
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Linh Huy nhv ciling thay dau, tron xoe mat nhin nang hoi lau roi lang 1€ bo
vé bén canh Quach Hoan, vui mat vao long me. N6 da bon tudi, nhwng van
khong biét noi, thye khién ngudi ta lo lang.

Ba nguoi thiép con lai trong virong phu ciling lan lwgt dén tham, dwa tang
dua thi do dung cho tré nhd, khéng khi thoat choc tham thiét tinh chi em.

Ngoai virong phi, vitong gia ban triéu c6 thé 1dy muwoi hau thiép. Gio day
vuong phi duy nhét la Vwong Phu da qua doi, may hau thiép ciing chang
qua lai gi, hang ngay it khi cham mat, rat khach sdo vGi nhau. Song nang da
mang thai, sau lung lai la nha ho Vuong Lang Gia, nu cuwdi cua moi nguoi
hién nhién khac han lic trude.

DPoi ho di ca, Vuong Thuge ben 16i hét mdy thit ho tang ra xem, thay chi la
vong vang khoa bac, chang c6 gi la.

Xem ra, trong phu Van vuiong nay, cho dén gio nang van la ké to gan nhat.

T6i hom ay nang nga sém, nhuwng nita dém lai thitc giac vi nghe thay tiéng
nitc nd. Nang tré day goi Vinh Linh, song chang thay dap. Nghe tiéng khoc
ni non ngoai ctra s6, nang vira birc boi vira bat lwe, bén tut xuéng givong,
xach mot cay dén 16ng cang lua, m@ ctra s6 nhin ra.

Gitta déem dong, gi6 thdi ngoai hién kho hanh ma lanh buét. Trén mat ho
doi dién ctra s0, c6 mot cai bong trang phat pho gitta mat nwéc toi den.

Vwong Thugc g& chup dén bang lua ra, khé thoi tat ngon nén bén trong.

Trong dém t0i, cai bong trang cang thém noéi bat. Séng nudc dap dénh an
hién dang mot c6 gai o trang.

Khodng céach kha xa, hon nita gitta dém khuya mat ho 16 mo séng gon, chi
thdy c6 ta ti ti* lay dong, cham cham xoay tron trén mat nuwéc.
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Guong mat khong trong ro duwong nét, chi thy lan da trang béch y nhw
quan 4o mdc trén nguwoi, nhin dén phat khiép.

Gitta can phong vang lang, nang m6t minh ditng do, bong tdi bao trum 1ay
nang, xung quanh im phac nhuw chét.

Vwong Thugc hit sdu mot hoi roi la 1én, khién tiéng kéu nhw bi ép ra tw
trong 16ng nguc, thé tham vo cung: “Nguwoi dau! Nguwoi dau roi...”

Khong ai dap 10i. Nang ti@c gian quang cay den trong tay vao goc phong,
ngang 1én nhin, gitta luéng sang 16 ma trirdc mat, bong c6 gai no van cham
cham xoay tron, dap dénh trén mat nwdc, mua diéu muia day quy di, hoi 1au
lai dap dénh bién di.

ROt cudc Vinh Linh cung may thi nit cling t phong bén chay sang, luon
miéng hdi: “Phu nhan, sao thé? Mo thdy 4c mong u?”

Vwong Thugce chi mat ho phia treedc, run 1én ban bat, néi khong ra 10i.

Vinh Linh quay lai nhin, thdy bong trang no dang ttr tir chim xudng nuéc,
sg dén nhiin ca chan ra.

Vwong Thugc run ray bao: “C6... cac c6 ra xem thi...”

Mady a thi ni* déu hot hodng lac dau, khong dam budce 1én. Riéng mot & tén
Phuong Phi dé dat vin lan can di t&i bén ho, gio tay ra tom lay cai bong no.

Bong trang chim han xuéng, tay a chi tém vao khodng khéng, ban tay chop
xuong lam nuwdc ban tée 1én.

A chup bira may cai, roi khong ddm mo mam duwéi nwdc qué lau, cudng
quyt bo 1én lan can, co raim ngwoi duwéi dat.

Hoan quan canh dém bén ngoai ciing xach den 16ng chay dén. Duéi anh
den, tat ca chau dau lai nhin, nwdc hé séng gon lan tan, trong veo thiu day,
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chi c6 may con ca chép gam giat minh hot hodng tan ra, ngoai ra dau con gi
khac.

Vwong Thuge quay sang quan sat Phuwong Phi, nhin tay ao w6t sing cua 4,
r6i cham rai quay dau lai, nhin dén Vinh Linh dang dwa vao twong.

Sac mat & tai mét, miéng lam bam gi do.

Vwong Thugc lang tai nghe k¥, thay & c¥ nhac di nhac lai ba chit “lai dén

»

roi...

Mat ngoc dau bi sac qua dém
Van vuong ngay trong dém voi dén an di nang.

“Thiép khong sao...” Nang khé néi, nhung lai nam chat tay han khong
bubng, vo thitc kéo tay han che trwdc bung minh.

Van vuong chi thay long qudn 1én thwong x6t, 6m chat 1dy Vuwong Thugc,
dé nang dya vao nguc, ha giong an ti: “Yén tam, ta nhat dinh sé bao vé
nang, dé xem quy qudai nao dam gié tro trong phu nay!”

Nghe vay, nang thd hat ra mét hoi dai, tva vao han cuoi day lo lang:
“Vwong gia uy phong lam lam, tran tha veong phu, sao c6 thé c6 ma quy gi
chit? La thiép ngay mong dém nhdé dén noi thanh ra do giac ddy thoi...”

Han cling cudi theo, dwa tay vudt mai téc buéng dai ctia nang, khé 1am
bam: “A Thuoc, nang sé khong nhw A Phu dau... Quyét la khong!”

Vwong Thuge nham nghién mat, 6m chat 1ay han.
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Tién Van vwong di r6i, Vuwong Thugce ranh roi bén 14t gié hét may cudn
sach trong thw phong canh dé, 16i ca nhitng cudn thé tre va trang gap ra
xem mot luwgt, song khong tim thay thit mudn tim.

Nang ciling khéng vo6i, tham nghi minh da mang thai, hon nita manh méi da
xuat hién, cai gi phai dén at sé dén, dau can voi vang chéc nhat lam gi.
Mot minh ngoi twa trén sap, nang thong tha 1at cu6n tho trong tay, thuan

miéng hoi Vinh Linh: “Trwdc khi sang cho ta, cac ngwoi hau ha & dau?”

Vinh Linh dang théu thua bén canh thé thot thwa: “Trudc day no ty @ trong
cung, roi theo vieong gia vé phu. Sau khi virong gia 1ap vuong phi, thi dugc
phai dén day. Vwong phi qua doi, no ty cling van & lai day.”

Vwong Thugc binh than lang nghe, lai 1at cudn tho dén ding trang sach
hém qua kep phién 14 phong.

Gitta hai trang sach, viét chi chit nhitng con chit nhé nhw dau ruéi.

Ntra dém mua gio, tran troc thao thitc. Ngoai song 10 m¢ anh sang, lai thém
béng nuwdc dap dénh, sinh ra do anh. Pita bé trong bung lai dap, ca nguoi
ctrng do, khong thé diéu khién. Panh cau khan cho chuyén naychi 1a ac
mong, khong thé nhin, khong thé nghe, khong thé téi...

Viét dén day, nét but da r6i cang thém roi, phia sau khong doc tiép dugc
nira.

Nang gat dau, lai héi: “Con bén thi nit kia?”

“Péu tir cac noi trong phu, c6 nguwdi trede day lo viéc théu thua, c6 ké hau
trong thw phong. Lic phu nhan gé dén, quan thtra trong vivong pht(*) chon
lay may nguwoi dang tin cdy ctr sang day.”

(*) Chi nguoi lo viéc vat trong cac phu dé, mot dang nhu quan gia.
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“Ta thady Phuong Phi 1am viéc c6 chitng muc, trede day tirng hau ha ai u?”

“Thwa khong, c6 diéu chi gai co ta & bén canh Quach phu nhan, chac ciing
day do doi diéu.”

Vwong Thuege mim cudi, gap sach lai hoi tiép: “Ca ngay nam duoi thé nay
thue chan, chang ro ty ty ta... Vwong phi tredc day khi hoai thai giét thoi
gian thé nao?”

Vinh Linh thodng ngap ngirng, thdy nang van nhin minh cham chu, danh
thd dai dap: “Vwong phi la my nhan yéu diéu, diém 1é nhw phu dung vay.
Tiéc rang tinh wa thanh tinh, sttc véc lai yéu, sau khi mang thai dém dém
déu gap ac mong, con... con bi trung ta...”

Vwong Thugc nghiéng dau gang: “Tring ta la sao?”

“Ai... C6 18 sau khi mang thai vitong phi nghi ngoi nhiéu, nita dém thuwong
tinh giac, lai n6i minh trong thay thi gi dé6 khong sach sé.”

Vwong Thugc gio tay che bung: “Giong nhu ta tdéiqua u?”

Thay sac mat nang tai di, Vinh Linh vu6t ve mu ban tay nang an ti, doan
dap: “Vwong phi bdy gio vira trong thiy da ngat lim di, dén sang ra bon no
ty m@Gi phat hién virong phi nga trudc civa s6, héi han mai ma vwong phi
khong noi dugc gi. Vé sau trong phu moi ca hoa thwgng lan dao si cting bai
may lwgt, nhung tir bdy dém nao virong phi cling gap 4c mong, nguoi ngay
mot yéu di.”

“Con da nh6?” Nang cham rai hoi.

“Pé non, hon nita sau khi sinh nd, vitong phi bi bang huyét ma chét.” Ké
dén day, Vinh Linh khong ngubi than thd, “Gid dira nho cling da tron nam,
van bénh tat ré ré, chi bang tré bay tam thang tudi. Ai ndy déu bao khi
huyét khong du, cling chang biét 1am sao.”
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Vwong Thugc nguwdc mat nhin vao thw phong: “Cit xem dong sach bay day
bon vach nay, chac han lic mang thai, Vwong phi doc qua nhiéu chuyén
hoang duwong, dam hao ton tinh than qua d6.”

“Pung thé, virong gia cling lo lang nén da cho dem hét sach vé trong phong
nay di. Sau khi vieang phi qua doi, méi chuyén lai vé choé cii.”

“Mang thai mwoi thang, buén chan thé nay, 1€ nao ty ty khong giau di mot
cudén ma xem?”

“Co chtt, n6 ty ting bat gap... trong hoi giong cuén phu nhan dang cam.”
Vinh Linh khong biét chit, chi cudi néi, “Co diéu no ty thay sach nao cling
nhu sach nao ca.”

Vwong Thugc gap sach lai, nham mat twa vao thanh sap noi khé: “Ta biét

r6i. Theo ta thdy, la do ch6 nay khong duwgc sach sé, c6 1é van nén trinh
vuong gia mot tiéng, xin chuyén cho khac.”

Chiéu hom ay, Van vuwong lién sap xép cho Vwong Thugc sang cho minh,
ngay ngay song chung, nhw vg chong thuwong dan.

Bén ché Van Vuong c6 san ngudi hau ha, nén nang chi dem mot minh
Vinh Linh qua.

Nguoi bén canh hét long san soc, song Vwong Thugc van dé y ky ting li
ting ti, bung nang ct 16n dan 1én, cling coi nhw suon sé.

Qua nam mdi, dén giira he, nang sap 1am boén, than thé rat nang né.

T6i hom dy, trong cung dwa tin, néi hoang thuwgng khong dugc khoe.
Vuong Thugc tién Van virong vao cung réi nhin sac trdi, dém nay han
vuong sé & lai trong cung.
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Nang dan theo Vinh Linh, ngang qua ch6é Quéach Hoan, bat gap Linh Huy
ding trong géc toi, cap mat to lang 1& nhin nang. Giita dém t6i mong lung,
doi mat bé gai non na trang tréo nay trong thuc giong Tuyét Sac.

Nang bat gidc mim cudi vdi no, diu giong hdi: “Sao con lai choi & day mot
minh? Me con dau?”

Linh Huy khong biét noi, chi quay dau nhin ra sau. Quach Hoan ttr trong
béng t6i khoan thai bwdc ra, cwdi néi: “Mudi sap sinh roéi, sao mudn thé nay
con di lai ¢ day?”

Vwong Thugc cling cwoi dap: “Pa ta ty ty nhac nhé, mudi vé lién day.”

Quéach Hoan dat tay 1én vai Linh Huy nho nhe: “Linh Huy xem kia, tiéu dé
dé sap ra doi, tdi chirng do6 con sé c6 nguwdi choi cung roi...”
Giong diéu rat nhe nhang, song lai toat 1én vé phiéu hot khién Vuong

Thugc rgn nguoi.

Anh mét Linh Huy dirng trén bung Vwong Thugc, cip mit giong hét Tuyét
Sac dan chdt vao nang, khién nang thdy khong thoadi mai. Vwong Thugc vo
thirc nam 14y tay Vinh Linh, kéo & lai, lanh lung day ra chan phia truéc.

Vinh Linh bj day tdi diung lic Linh Huy xong dén, hai ngwdi dam sam vao
nhau, vira khéo d& ho cho nang cu lao cta Linh Huy. Linh Huy nga lan ra
dat, khoc oa 1én. Vinh Linh cling giat ndy minh, dang dinh bé Linh Huy thi
Vwong Thuge goi: “Vinh Linh...”

Nghe giong nang run run hut hoi, Vinh Linh v0i quay dau nhin.

Vwong Thugc nhin cham chap vao Quach Hoan ditng dé, lanh lung bao:
“Chung ta vé thoi.”
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Quach Hoan d& Linh Huy day, tién lai gan nang: “Xin 16i mudi, tré con
khong hiéu chuyén, lam mudi bi kinh hoang roi...”

Vwong Thuge dat tay len canh tay Vinh Linh, than nhién Iui lai bao a:
“Troi t6i roi, vé sém thi hon.”

Doc dwong vé, Vinh Linh may lan cam thay than thé nang run 1én ban bat,
phai duva ca ngudi vao a.

Vinh Linh héi nhé: “L.é nao phu nhéan sap...”

“Veé trwdc da.” Nang dap, giong da hoi hon hén.

4

Phu van bién do theo y nguoi

Vira vé t6i phong, nang da ngoi phich xuéng sap nhin dau, tredc tién kéu

hai hoan quan di bdo v6i vieongpht pho(*), lai bao may a thi ni chia ra di
moi tredng sw(**), goi ba dd, thong bao cho hoan quan triec hom nay, va

tirc toc vao cung bdo tin.

(*) Chttc quan cai quan viéc chung trong vieong phu.

(**) Chitc quan mang tinh chat trg ta, ho trg, con goi la biét gia. Twong
duwong v6i thue ky hodc phu ta thoi nay.

Sap xép moi chuyén dau day thi bung nang da quan 1én, con sau dau hon
con trugc.

Thi ni* bén ngoai chay vao bam: “Céac vi phu nhan tdi tham, gio déu dang
doi ngoai ctta. Quach phu nhan ciing dat tiéu quan chia dén.”
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Vwong Thugc nghién rang, néi khong nén 10i, chi xua tay. Thi ni ludng
cubng, ctt dirng ngdy ra do, cudi cung Vwong Thuwgce khong nhin noi, phai
gan ting tiéng: “Ra ngoai!”

Thi nit khé thwa: “Quach phu nhan khéc 16¢ néi chuyén nay nhat dinh 1a do
tiéu quan chiia gay ra, nén muon ta 16i v4i phu nhan...”

“Cut...” Nang kiét strc ran ra mot chiv.

Vinh Linh v6i duoi a thi nit di. Nang dau dén kich liét, ba d& van chwa dén,
thi nt* bén minh phan nhiéu da cw di hét, tredng st va hoan quan chay téi
diéng & gian ngoai lai khong biét lam gi, Vinh Linh thi chwa titng sinh ng,
clt cudng quyt xoay vong vong.

Pbrng luc dy, Phwong Phi dat ba do vao: “Ba do day roéi, mau dun nuwéce di
thoi.”

Vinh Linh hoéi: “Chang phdi phai Anh Lac di u? Sao lai la c6 dat nguoi
dén?”

“Pay la ba c6 toi, song & gan day, nghe n6i Vwong phu nhan sap sinh, t6i
1ap titc di moi ba ay dén.”

“Phién ¢6 qua.” Vinh Linh v6i cam on.

Vwong Thugc chong ngwdi nhém day, chwa kip noi gi thi con dau lai quan
1én, nang biét dita nho sap ra,chang con sitc dudi ba do nay di nita, danh
nam chat 1y dau giwong hit thd, khong thot noi nira 10i.

May sao dita bé nay khong giong Tuyét Sac, co 1€ la con ra nén ciing d&
hon, hanh ha nang khong bao lau thi oa oa chao doi.

“Chuc mirng phu nhan, 1a mot cong tt.” Ba d& vira am dita nho, Vuwong
Thuoc da thd doc, tom 1ay tay Vinh Linh, nghién rang ran ra may chi:
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“Di... trongchung!”

Vinh Linh theo séat ba d& di tam rtta cho dita bé. Vwong Thugc bay gio mdi
thd phao nhe nhom, tham thé v4i 1ong, 1an sau, nang nhat dinh khong dé
ban than roi vao gitta bay lang séi lom lom rinh mo thé nay nita.

Luc ay, ba d& Anh Lac di mdi cudi cung cling dén noi, san séc cho nang.

Bén ngoai chot c6 tiéng xon xao, ra la Van vuong vé téi. Mac cho moi
nguwoi khuyén ngan, han xam xam budc vao phong sinh tanh banh 16n x0n,
ngoi xuong tredc giwvdong nam lay tay nang lo lang hoi: “Nang... 6n chii?”

Ba do bén canh cuoi: “Vuong gia yén tam, me con déu binh an.”

Vinh Linh ciing am dita nho vao. Ba d& Phuwong Phi moi dén di sau, ngap
ngung chuc phuc.

Song Van vuong chang hé nhan ra, mat may rang rd bao ho xudng linh tién
hi.

Ba do ra dén gian ngoai, Phwong Phi voi hoi han, ba ta do dy dap: “Phu
nhan thyc c6 phc, sinh con so ma thuan 1gi hon ngudi khac nhiéu, lai
chdang may dau ddn, so ra ngudi ta sinh con thi¢ hai con vat va hon.”

Phuong Phi nghe ra y tit bén trong, bén quay lai nhin Quach Hoan, thay
Quach Hoan khé hat cam ra hiéu, 1ap titc kéo ba d& vao mét géc can van
that ky.

Quéach Hoan liéc ca hai, doan gio tay 6m ldy Linh Huy, tuy van twoi cudoi
nhung lai toat 1én vé lanh lung.

Van vuong 6m dita nhé mdi sinh cuwdi twoi réi, Vewong Thuoc dua vao dau
givrong, cham rai nu6t tirng thia canh ga ndu sam Vinh Linh bén. Bong
nghe bén ngoai am 1 ca 1én, sau do la tiéng phu ni kéu khoc.
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Van vuong cau may, ngudi hau voi chay ra nghe ngéng roi quay lai nhan
nh6 bam: “Quach phu nhan... dang danh ba d& dé khi nay.”

“A Hoan v? Pang ngay lanh, sao nang ta lai lam vay?” Van vuong trao dia
bé cho Vinh Linh, ditng day dinh di ra thi Quach Hoan da 16i ba d& vao,
ham ham dui ba ta xuéng dat, lai bat cd Phuwong Phi quy xuong theo, doan
quay sang thwa véi Van vuong: “Thiép chinh mat thay hai ké nay boi nho
mudi muoi, khong nén dugc con gian nén 16i chung vao day, xin vuong gia
X tri!”

“Chuyén gi vay? Hai nguoi nay dung cham gi t6i nang?” Van vuong vo
nhe 1én vai Quach Hoan an ui.

“Bon ching... Bon ching noéi toan chuyén xang bay, am chi mu6i mudi...”
No6i dén day, Quach Hoan ngirng 161, tré ba d& quat: “Nguwoi ty néi di!”

Ba do sg sét quy mop dudi dat, chi ngang 1én liéc trom Vwong Thuoc,
khong dam cat tiéng.

Trai lai, Phwong Phi quy thang ngwdi, n6i ranh rot: “Ba ¢6 no ty néi, trong
Vuwong phu nhéan sinh né, hinh nhw khong phai lan dau!”

MGt 10i thot ra, cd phong déu kinh sg. Van viong hit sau mot hoi, quay
sang nhin Vuong Thugc.

Vuwong Thugc twa vao dau givong, tritng tritng nhin Phwong Phi, r6i lai
nhin sang ba d&, moi run run, map may miéng toan néi, song tirng giot tirng
giot 1é da tudn dai trén ma, nghen ngao nitc nd, sac mat von tai nhot, lic
nay cang tai thém. Mot ltc 1au sau, nang m@i sau tham nhin Van vuong, cat
giong nghén nghen run ray: “Vwong gia... Thiép thuc khong biét... chuyén
nay t dau ra nira?”

Van vuong thay vay, con chua hét nghi hodc thi Itra gian da boc 1én. Han
dirng bén givong quat hoi ba do: “Nguoi noi vay co ching c@ gi khong?”
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“Vwong gia, lic phu nhan sinh néd, 1ao chinh mat trong thay, phu nit sinh
con so ctta minh kha hep, con nguwdi sinh con ra ctta minh twong doi rong.
Ldo do dé bao nam nay, khong thé nham dugc!”

“Bay gio chi c6 mot minh ngwoi trong thay, gio ta lai da sinh con, ctra minh
da bién hinh, ngwoi... nguoi néi gi ta cling khong thé thanh minh dugc, c6
phai khong?” Vwong Thugc théd doc, nwdc mat 1a cha, nghen ngao mai
khong ndi nén 10i: “Ta la ngwoi nha ho Vewong Lang Gia, danh gia vong toc
mon dé tham nghiém, ha dé cho mdy dita... may dita dan den ngoai pho cac
nguoi boi nho hay sao? Ta biét... Nhit dinh 1a cac ngwoi muén ham hai ta...
Nhét dinh khong mudn vieong gia cé con cé cai. Chi la ta khong ngo, cac
nguoi lai... lai doc 4c nhw thé, hom nay ta vira sinh dwgc con cho virong
gia, cac nguwaoi da khong chiu ngoi mét khac, quyét ép ta vao cho chét!”
Thay nang nuot 1é t6 cdo, Phwong Phi va ba d& quy dwéi dat déu kinh
hodng, Quach Hoan bén cti dau lwom ca hai, r6i dwa mat nhin sang Van
vuong.

Thay Vwong Thugc thoi thop chye ngat, Van veeong khong danh long, voi
budc 1én d& 14y vai nang. Nang nam chat 1y tay Van vuong, méng tay
ghim vao da thit han, nhw ngudi chét dudi vé dugce coc.

Nang yéu 6t nhin han, run ray héi: “Vuong gia c6 nhé... c6 nhé khi thiép
mé&i mang thai, titng trong thay do dnh ma quai trén mdt ho trong vuwon
chang?”

Van vuong gat dau: “May ma nang dugc troi phu hd nén quy quai khong
xam pham dugc.”

“Khong... b6 khong phdi 1a quy quai, dé la... c6 ngudi c6 y mudn hai
thi€p... hai con trai ctia vitong gia!”

Nang nam chat tay han, gang guong thwa: “Vwong gia... DuGi goi thiép c6
mot tap tho, xin virong gia xem... hai chd c6 kep la phong va canh hoa.”
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Van vuong lan tay xudng duwéi géi nang, qua nhién s¢ thdy mot tap sach,
bén mad ra xem, budt miéng hoi: “Pay la... nét chi* caa A Phu v?”

“Thwa vang... Thiép cling v6 tinh phat hién, mdi biét dwoc... Thi ra ban dau
ty ty cling giong nhuw thiép, lic méi mang thai da gap phai ké co y gia than
gid quy,hong... lam hai dita bé!” Vwong Thugc vira ké, vira rung rung
nuwdc mat nhin Van vueong, théu thao: “C6 diéu thiép trong thay dong chir
ty ty dé lai, mdi biét noi tinh, con ty ty thiép... Ty ty tinh tinh yéu dudi,
khong biét chan twéng, dé hung thi dwgc nwéc, dén noi...”

No6i dén day, nang bung miéng nitc nd, khong ké tiép dugc nita.

Van vuong quay phat lai, thady Phuong Phi quy dwdi dat run nhw dé, mat cat
khong con hot mau. Nghi dén Phuwong Phi titng hau ha cd hai chi em ho
Vuwong, anh mat han 1ap titc toi sam lai: “A Thuoc, nang c6 biét ké ham hai
hai nguoi la ai khong?”

“Hom ay... & gia than gia quy, song khong hai dwoc thiép. Thiép nghi minh
dang mang thai, khong tién xt tri, dinh gac lai ngay sau ma&i thwa vGi
vuong gia. Nao ngo & thay mwu ké khong thanh, lai gié ké doc...” Vuong
Thuge quay sang, run ray tré Phwong Phi: “H6m nay... thiép thap ti nhat
sinh, vdy ma & hung tan dén noi, thong dong vdi ba c6 boi nho thiép ngay
trong ngay dai hi ctia vivong gia va thiép... Vwong gia, & mudn ép chét thiép
ma!”

“N0 ty... No ty khong cé...” Phwong Phi hot hodng lac dau quay quay
thanh minh, “N6 ty khong hé gia than gia quy, cling khéng thong dong véi
ba c6...”

“Nguoi khong gia than gid quy v?” Vwong Thugc nghién rang, van chut

strc tan nhom day trong long Van vueong, khé goi: “Vinh Linh, mang do ra
day.”
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Vinh Linh vang da, voi va ma hoc tu ¢ phia sau, rit trong ngan dwdi cung
mot chiéc hop, mad ra.

Bén trong la mdy miéng long ndo v& vun, may thanh nan tre manh quan
thanh mot khoi cau, phia dwéi c6 ba que tre chong lén.

Vwong Thuge khong noi, chi gio tay ra hiéu cho Vinh Linh.

Vinh Linh ti¢c t6i ném nam nan tre xuong treéc mat Phwong Phi mang:
“Dém hom gdp quy, sau khi cadc ngwoi tan di, phu nhan da am tham béo ta
xuong ho vét 1én day. Bay gio phu nhan doan, nit quy 4o trang von la gidy
trang vé hinh nguoi, cang 1én nan tre dé hu hoa ngudi ta tir xa gitta dém
khuya! Hom ay ching ta con dang kinh hoang, nguwoi da xong ra trudc
nhat, nhan Idc tho tay xuéng nwdc mo tim thi giat 16p gidy trang dan bén
ngoai ra, vo vién nhét vao tay 4o. Nan tre nho manh, & trong nuwéc rat kho
thay, bdi thé lic sau hoan quan gio den soi cling chang phat hién duwgc.”

Van vuong gian dit hoi: “Vay con long nao dé lam gi?”

“Thit nay la vé sau n6 ty 1én tim dugc trong phong Phwong Phi. Long nao
gdp nudc sé di dong lung tung, bay gio nit quy bang gidy no dwgc cam trén
vién long ndo, nén m@i phat pho lay dong, dang sg nhu thé!” Vinh Linh
lvom Phuong Phi, cao giong kéu lén bi thiét: “Vwong gia! Phu nhan vi cai
thai trong bung, khong cho no ty tiét 16, muwoi thang nay, nd ty ding la nhw
di trén bang mong, lic nao cling nom ndp lo au, thiét nghi... phu nhan cang
dang thvong hon...”

Vinh Linh va Vuong Thugce cung khoc nire len, Quach Hoan ditng bén
givong, gwong mdt lanh lung nhw pha swong.

Phwong Phi s¢ dén noi quy ra dat, ba c6 a nhu vira tinh mong, cuéng cuéng
day a ra, tu tat bom bop vao mat:
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“Qi chao, viong gia, phu nhan, chuyén nay héng roi, ba 1o dau cé biét dita
chéau nay lai doc ac dén thé! Lao... 1ao chi hoai nghi ma thoi, thyc ra cling
c6 nhitng ngwdi bam sinh ctra minh da rong roi, khong ngo... lai am 1 1én
thé nay!”

Van vuong om chat 1dy Veong Thugc dang nitc nd,chang néi chang rang,
chi xua tay.

Phwong Phi chang biét 1ay sitc ¢ dau, nhao t6i 6m citng chan Quach Hoan:
“Phu nhan, phu nhan ctu no ty véi...”

Quéach Hoan gio chan da vang a ra, ngbi xuéng gan giong mang: “Con tién

"’

ty nay, dam vu khong Vuwong phu nhan, con cham vao lam ban cé quan ta

Vuwong Thugc tya vao 1ong Van vuong, néi nhw dé ty minh nghe: “Chang
10 tai sao mot n6 ty hén mon lai cad gan ham hai thé tr ctia virong gia hét
lan nay sang lan khac?”

Van vuong lang 16 6m nang, anh mat dirng & Quach Hoan, nang nghe thay
duwong nhw tim han dap nhanh hon, nhung trueée sau van lam thinh, khéng
noi nang gi.

Vwong Thugc ciing khong néi gi thém nita, chi thdy Phwong Phi va ba do
bi 10i ra, luon miéng kéu gao khoc 1oc, nhung 1ap tire bi bit miéng, xung
quanh bong chdc lang phac nhw chét.

5

Hoa 1é day dat ctra cai then

Sttc khée Vwong Thuge khoi phuc rat nhanh, may hom sau, nang da c6 thé
bé con tan bd trong san.
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Co6 Van vuong va nha hg Vuong Lang Gia, lai thém dita con m@i chao doi,
trong cung chang bao lau da c6 chi, nang tré thanh Vwong phi duy nhat cta
Van vuong, nghiém nhién la nit chu nhan pha Van vuong.

Co diéu long thé hoang thuwong ngay cang yéu, h6m nay lai cé tin truyén ra,
Van vuong danh lwu luyén bé con trai méi sinh lai pha, chay vao cung
tham hoi.

Quach Hoan nhan 1oi moi t6i gap Vwong Thuge, dan theo ca Linh Huy.

Vwong Thugc twoi cwdi chao héi, roi trao con cho Vinh Linh, sai & bé vao
trong dé vi em cho bu.

Quéach Hoan cudi trach: “Ty con chwa duge bé dau ddy, vieong phi hep hoi
qud, chang dé nguwdi ta cham ngén tay vao.”

“Tré nho yéu 6t, c6 khi cham mot ngén tay cling xdy ra chuyén khong
chirng.” Vwong Thuoc cung hai me con ho ngoi xudng truedc san, anh mat
dirng ¢ Linh Huy, cwoi nhat. “Hudng ho, xem ra Linh Huy khong thich c6
thém dé de.”

Quach Hoan rau 1i thanh minh: “Ty biét vieong phi van dé bung chuyén ay,
Linh Huy con nho, khong hiéu chuyén...”

“Mudi hiéu. Ty ty dgi cho mot 1at.” Nang twoi cuwdi di vao, roi dich than
bung ra ba bat che bo.
Trong d6 c6 mot bat bén trén rac trai cay xat sgi mau xanh dé, trong rat

ngon mat, nang chinh tay dwa cho Quach Hoan. Bat thit hai rac vun ho dao,
nang dwa cho Linh Huy. Bét thit ba la ché bo hanh nhan, nang dé lai dung.

Vwong Thuoc da don vé ché Vwong Phu khi trirde, ba ngwdi ngoi trrde san
gitta chiéu he, sobng nwdc lan tan,thwdng thirc diém tam, ngam gio lao xao
théi qua mat ho chi con lac dac vai déa sen tan.
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Linh Huy an hét bat ché bo ho dao ctia minh, r6i nhin cham chap vao bat
che xanh dé trong tay Quach Hoan. Quach Hoan da an hét ché bo, nhung
dwong nhuw khong thich trai cay xat sgi, nén bé lai qua nita.

Thay Linh Huy nhin cham chdp, Quach Hoan lién muc phan trai cay dinh
san cho no.

Vwong Thugc ng6i canh than nhién 1én tiéng: “Mudi khuyén ty, tot nhat
dung cho con bé an.”

Quéach Hoan bung chiéc bat khong, ngo ngac ngang lén nhin nang.

Vwong Thuoc ra hiéu cho dam ngwoi bén canh lui xudng, tién thé dan ca
Linh Huy ra phia sau, doan chong ma ngam nhitng phién la sen xoe to nhw
long xanh treéc mat, cwdi ho hitng: “Bang khong, néu con gai ty ca doi
khong thé sinh con, thi nguwdi lam me nhw ty chac sé an han lam.”

Quéach Hoan cti dau nhin xudng tay minh, ré6i nhin sang nang, by gid mdi
swc hiéu ra, chiéc bat khéng trong tay tirc thi roi xuéng dat v& tan tanh.

Thédy 1am ram dau bung, Quach Hoan va mé héi lanh, bat giac ca ngwoi
btin rin nam guc xudng ban, gio tay tré nang nghién rang héi: “Nguoi...
nguoi cho ta an cai gi vay...”

“Pau c6 gi, chi bé thém chut c6t dung(*) khién ngwoi ca doi khong thé sinh
nd, khoi phai lo dé con dau don nita.”

(*) M6t loai cé thom trong truyén thuyét. Theo Son hai kinh, c6t dung moc
0 nui Ba Truang, 1a dai nhu cay hué, than dai nhw cat canh, hoa mau den,
nhung khong két qua, ngudi an vao sé tuyét duong sinh san.

Nang cui xuéng nhin Quach Hoan co quap, gitt nguyén nu cuwdi on hoa,
giong noéi khoan thai chang khac lan gié mat dang thdi qua lic nay, “Nguoi
bau ban bén Van virong bao nam nay, tinh cdm sau dam nén thay ta gai
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mat, ta c6 thé thong cdm. Song néu sau nay ngudi sinh con, c6 1€ sé gay
phién phitc cho ta. Suy di tinh lai, ta danh gié ha sach nay, c6 vay vé sau
gilta ta va nguwoi mdi g boé dugce khic mac, ai vui phan nay.”

“Nguoi... nguoi tan doc nhu vay... viong gia sé khong bo qua cho nguoi
dau...” Quach Hoan 6m bung nga lan xudng dat, gao 1én khan khan.

Pam thi nit quanh d6 da mat tam twr 1au, trong san chi con hai ngudi ho.

Vwong Thugce nhdac gdu quan thong dong ditng day, 1ui dén truedc lan can,
phét 16 Quach Hoan bung dau nhw dao cat, nhan nhé kho sé, chi mai phong
mat nhin ra ho sen phia truéc, diu giong: “Quach Hoan, néu nguoi ngoan
ngoan nhu thuan nhw ké khac, chang phai da khong viéc gi v? Du nam xwa
nguoi sai khién Phuwong Phi ham hai Vuong Phu, thi cung chang can gi tGi
ta. Tiéc rang nguwoi lai dong vao ta, ta danh phai day cho ngwoi biét, nguoi
tim sai nguwoi roi.”

Quéach Hoan dau dén khon xiét, mo hoi lanh dam dia, khong n6i n6i mot
chit, chi rén v G trong c6 hong. Vwong Thugc tya nguwdi vao cay cot son
son phia sau, than nhién ngam canh chiéu he, lai nhé t6i chiéu xuan oi birc
chyc mwa nam ngodi, lan dau tién buwéc vao pha.

Bay gio Quach Hoan ditng duwéi goc lyu, van mot chiéc vay do ruc, yéu
kiéu diém 1€, twoi tan rang ngoi.

Bén tai van nghe tiéng Quach Hoan rén xiét, song nang lai thady nhv tiéng
nhac, bat giac bat cwoi: “Ta da ném du moi tan nhan trén doi, tham chi
chang né chinh minh ra tay. Bam dan ba chua titng trai gié mwa nhw cac
nguoi, dau biét dwoc ta 1a hang ngudi nao...” Anh mét nang ditng & Quach
Hoan, sam soi that k¥, r6i lai mim cwdi khinh miét, ngang mat nhin troi,
“Khong biét minh khong biét ngwoi, dam khoi khoi tréu vao ta, ding la ngu
ngoc. Nguwoi néi xem, néu hién gio ta ké hét moichuyén cho vuong gia
nghe, thi nguwoi con song dugc,hay la khong?”
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Con dau quan quai cudi cung ciing qua, Quach Hoan phu phuc duwéi dat
khoc nire ng, khong dam dap.

“Song dugc...”
Sau lung dot nhién vang len mot giong non not, khé nhoc nan ra hai chiv.

Vwong Thugce ngodi lai, phat hién Linh Huy da 1én dén ty Itic nao, ngan
ngo dirng trudc ctra hau dwong, miéng ha ra, ngac ng lap lai lan nita:
“Song dugc...”

Pita bé bon tudi, 1an dau tién mé& miéng ndi, lai ndi ra hai chir ay.

Vwong Thugce trirng trirng nhin nd. Dita bé nay méi 1én bon, gwong mat
tron, cap mat to, khi ngang lén nhin nang, trong mat toat ra vé quat cuong
c6 chap bam sinh, khong thé xéa dugc.

Tai sao c6 nhitng dita bé sinh ra da c6 chap dén thé? Nhu lic nang lia bo
Tuyét Sac, con bé khéc nitc nd, roi cling nhin nang cham cham bang anh
mat nhu thé ghi khac ca doi ay, khong chép 1dy mét lan.

Trong khodnh khac dy, Vuwong Thugc chot cidi dau, né tranh anh mat con
bé.
Trai tim ¢t ngd da ran danh lai, khong thé nao xao dong nita, liic nay bong

am i co that, ddy dong mau dau dén chdy khap toan than.

Nang gio tay, ra hiéu cho dam thi ni* vira chay dén gitt l1dy Linh Huy.
Quéach Hoan chang biét 1ay stc lurc tir dau, lao tdi trede chan cho Linh Huy,
nhw mu6n vo vao nang.

“Pirng cham vao ta!” Vwong Thuoc gian dit hat tay Quach Hoan, lanh lung
néi: “Néu con mudn song thi dat con gai nguoi vé di!”
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Bung van am i dau, lai bi dam thi nit 16i kéo, Quach Hoan bi ai tuyét vong,
danh nghién rang dan Linh Huy cham cham di ra ctta.

Ra tdi cira, ho gdp ngay Van vuong ti bén ngoai xam xam di vao, Van
vuong chi nhin lwét qua hai nguwdi réi quay sang bado Vwong Thugc: “Phu
hoang khong khoe, ta vé sap xép vai viéc, co € lai phai vao cung tréng qua
dem...”

Chwa néi dit cau, Linh Huy bén canh da nam 14y tay 4o Van vuong, ngang
dau nhin cha.

Van vuong ngac nhién cti xuéng nhin dita con gai dén gio van chwa biét
noi.

“Song dugc.” Linh Huy néi ranh ro.

“Gi cg?” Van vuong thoat dau chwa nghe rod, binh than nhin lwét qua guwong
mat tai nhot ciia Quach Hoan, doan ng6i thup xuéng quan sat dita con dau
long, ngac nhién héi: “Linh Huy biét n6i r6i w? Con vira néi gi d6?”

“Song dwgc.” Linh Huy lap lai 1an nita, né chang hiéu minh néi gi, nhung
van cuoi rang rd, khoe véi cha.

Van vuong chua kip khen nggi thi bén ngoai cé ngudi héi ha chay vao:
“Vwong gia! Vuong gia! Bé ha... bang ha r6i!”

Van vuong kinh ngac tron mat, ding phat day, ha miéng toan hai.

Chua kip noi ra 161, phong ngoai da nghe tiéng chan ram rap, vién hoan
quan chay vao bao tin mirng dén phat khoc, cudng quyt thwa: “Hién gio...
doi nghi trvgng trong cung da tdi, muon ... redc ngwoi vao cung dang co!”

Moi ngudi déu “6” 1én, sitng so dirng do ra, vui mirng ctuing kinh ngac dan
xen, mot hoéi 1au khong ai 1én tiéng.
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Trong san thoat choc im phang phac.
Chi minh Linh Huy van bi b6: “Séng dwgc, song dwoc!”

“Lan nay... ta ding la séng dugc r6i!” Van veong bé thoc con gai 1én, hon
chun chut may céi, hon hai mwoi nam kim nén thap thom, mot sém da tiéu
tan, bong choc, han ta ca nwdc mat.

Vwong Thugce bide dén canh han, yéu kiéu bai lay: “Chic mirng bé ha.”

“A Thugc...” Han dat con gai xuong, hap tap nam chat tay nang, “Ta vao
cung roi, moi viéc trong phu giao ca cho nang... Vé sau, moi chuyén trong
cung ciing phai cay nang nhoc long...”

“Xin bé ha an tam.”
Van vuong chang kip thu xép gi, 1ap titc quay minh di thang.

Quéach Hoan ding trwdc ctra, mdt may tai mét, song chang mét ai dé y dén.
Ca phu Van vuong chim trong hoan hi, chi minh Quach Hoan rau i u €.

Vwong Thuge nhin Quach Hoan, giong hoa hoan: “Mau quay vé sap xép do
dac, chuan bi tién cung di, Quach thuc phi.”

Quach Hoan than tho quay lai, khé nhoc ran ra maychir: “Nguoi goi ta... la
gi?”

Vwong Thurgc mim cuwdi, van vé mat 6n hoa vo hai nhw thé, song duong
nhw dén tan hom nay Quach Hoan mdi phat hién Vwong Thugce cao hon
minh, moéi khi nhin minh, dwong nhién déu trong tu thé nhin xudng.

“Nguoi bau ban bén bé ha lau nhat, vi tri d6 duwong nhién phai danh cho
nguoi.”
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“Nguoi... nguoi...” Nhin vé than nhién cua Vuong Thuge, Quach Hoan run
ban bat, anh mat day kinh hai, “Lé& nao nguoi thyc... cam long dé ta & lai
canh vuong gia u?”

“Tai sao khong?” Vwong Thugc cuoi, liec Quach Hoan lan cudi, “Du sao,
ta van phai cam ta ngwoi ma.”

Néu khong phai Quach Hoan bay ké doa nguwdi, sao nang cé thé twong ké
twu ké, gitta Iic song chét khéo 1éo rii sach hiéem nghi vé viéc sinh con ra?
Nang nhan nhin mudi thang, dén khi diva bé chao doi, di nhién khong phai
muon tich ditc cho con, ma dinh dé 16 nhw cé chuyén, thi 16i ra gidi nguy.

Huong ho, nang chang ban tam viéc dé Quach Hoan & lai bén Van vuong.
ft nhat, mot & dan ba da bi nang cit dit duong lui ciing ching thé uy hiép
nang dwoc nita.

Mirng nhat 13, nang khong yéu nam nhan ay. Bédi thé, nang c6 thé dat minh
ra ngoai, dua bdn tat ca trong long ban tay, chi cé 1gi ich, chit khong thé bi
ton thwong.

Du lam thiép trong virong phu, lam virong phi, hay hoang hau, déu chi la
phwong thitc dé nang ton tai trén doi.

Cudc song hién gio cua nang, chinh la dién mat vai phu hgp, song doi cam
tt phon hoa.

DPadi nguwdi dén byc nay, thye 1a hanh phic vién man.
Cudc doi nang déu tuan theo nhitng gi nang sap dat, khong léch mot .

Nang trd thanh hoang hau, mau nghi thién ha, tung hoanh hau cung bay
nhiéu nam, bat chap séng to gi6 16n.

Pé hau an ai, hoan my vo cung.
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Nhiéu nam vé sau, mot lan, Van veong nam xua, hoang dé hién thoi ting
bao nang: “A Thwoc, gdy mot khic ty ba cho tram nghe di? Chinh la khtic
dan lan dau gap nhau d6.”

Nang van do gam théu, ngoi trén tam tham trai trong dién, cwdi cwoi lac
dau: “Than thiép von chang thich ty ba, huéng h6 nhiéu nam khong dung
tGi, da nguwong tay roi.”

Hoang dé ngac nhién: “O, sao lai khéng thich? Tram con nhd khic ty ba
nam ay thyc nhw tién nhac giang lam, nhan gian hiém thay!”

Nang ngudc nhin hoang dé cuwoi: “Bé ha yéu ngudi yéu ca duong di day
th6i, hom ay than thiép dan hay thuc sao?

“Lé nao bay gio tram lai nhac khong mé nguwdi ngudi tw mé?” Nghe nang
héi vay, hoang dé hoi twong tinh canh nam ay, nhung chi nhé dwgc hinh
anh nang 6m ty ba nhin minh nhoén cuwdi. Cudi cung, ngai cling dam ho do,
danh néi dua xi x6a: “T'ém lai, tram noi hay, thi titc l1a hay.”

Nang cui dau nhin xudng doéi tay, mim cuwoi khong dap.

Tt sau khi lia bé Trinh Kinh Tu va Tuyét Sac, nang khong dong dén bat ky
nhac cu nao nira.

Nang ra sttc x0a sach nhitng vét tich kho luyén ty ba trén tay. Gio day, doi
tay nay min mang, mém mai, thit da nhw ngoc, da chang con vét chai san
nao nira.

Chang ai hay, nhiéu nam truedc, mot ngon dén tro troi dwdi trang, nang tirng
gdy nhitng khiic dan du duong su6t dém, doc hét nam thang thanh xuan
twoi dep nhat, méi doi dugce danh hiéu “mot khic ty ba chong dwoc tram
yéu nit”.
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Chang ai hay, tirng c6 mot nam nhan lan 16i gitta dém muwa tim dén, mang
theo cdy tram cta nang, ding dgi tredc bui twong vi dén sang. Trong
khoanh khac tréng thay nang, cap mat da dam muwa su6t dém dot nhién sang
birng 1én.

Chang ai hay, nang tirng c6 mot dita con gai tén Tuyét Sac, hét nhw bong
tuyét ngdm trong nhuy mai, chi sg anh nang roi tdi la tan bién.

Trir vang trang gitta troi, chang ai hay.
TRAM
Ké Yéu Ménh

1

bién khuya thi tham
Truwong An.
Gitta dém troi bong d6 mua rao.

Ngon den treo dudi hién chao ddo trong man mwa gio, nhitng tua rua vang
ong trén den xoan vao nhau bay phan phat, anh dén dé dong doc lap loe sau
chup Iwu ly, twra ho cling sap cuén bay theo gio.

Pam thi nit canh dém voi ditng day khép ctra so, tiéng chan khé khang lao
xao trong dai dién nhu song.

Nhung am thanh se sé ay lai danh thitc Ngac vieong Ly Nhuan dang ngu
trong noi dién. Y budc ra, thdy nhitng bitc truéng trang bay phat pho dudi
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anh deén leo 1ét, chang khac phu van giang trudc mat. Bang qua nhitng khéi
may mit mu ay, y di thang dén ctra dién nhin ra ngoai.

Hét thay dién gac trong virong phu déu ditng lang gitta con mua gié cuéng
no.

Trong tiéng mura ran rat, bong ré 1én mot am thanh tham thiét, xé toang
man dém, khién c6 hong Ly Nhuan nghen lai nhw bi bép nghet, long thot
lén kinh hai.

Duwong nhw khong dam tin am thanh thé thiét kia dén tir nguwoi gan giii voi
minh nhat, y v6 thitc héi: “La...giong mau phi u?”

“Thua vang...” Pam thi ntt sau lung sg sét dap.

B4 lai dam nguoi phia sau dang givong 0 che cho minh, Ly Nhuan lao ra
con mua nhu trit bén ngoai, bang qua man mua, chay thang dén tiéu dién
phat ra tiéng kéu.

Trong dién den dudc sang trung, tiéng chan cac cung nit khé khang ma gap
gap, hét dén lai di, nit quan Nguyét Linh hau ha bén canh mau than y dang
tir phong trong di ra, trong thay y voi budc téi hanh 1€, sé giong thwa:
“Vuong gia dirng lo, thai phi gdp ac mong, da sai nguwoi di moi Xa thai y
16i, trong phong gio dang dot hwong an than duwgc ché theo phwong phéap bi
truyén, chang bao lau nita thai phi sé lai yén giac thoi.”

Y gat dau, xam xam bwdc vao noi dién xem thit. Me y dang phat bénh dién,
bi hai ba vii khée manh giit chat,bén canh con bon a thi nit trong chirng nén
khong thé gidy dua, chi ludn miéng gao thét, trén gwong mat tai mét la doi
moi tim ngat, toc tai rll regi, cdp mat tron trirtng dén 16i ra.

Ly Nhuan thé dai, ng6i xudng canh ba goi khé. “Mau phi.”
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Ba tron mat dit tgn nhin y, hoi 1au sau, chitng nhw nhan ra con minh, méi tw
tir diu xudng, b6t vung vay, khé nhoc ran trong c6 hong khé khoc ra hai
chit: “Nhuan nhi...”

Ly Nhuan thé phao, gio tay so nhe 1én tran ba, vén lai m& téc mai ri rugi:
“Mau phi, la con day.”

Ba khan khan héi: “Sao quan 4o dau t6c con wét sting thé kia?”

“Bén ngoai c6 mwa, con bang qua san chay sang day.” Y tién tay don lay
chiéc khan Nguyét Linh dang 1én lau toc, khé néi: “Néu mau phi gap ac
mong, hay dé con & lai ngu cung nguoi?”

Thai phi cham rai gat dau, mét méi twa vao gobi, cuén nguoi lai.

Ly Nhuan sai nguwdi khiéng chiéc sap lai gan giwong, dwa vao sap nham
mat, nghe tiéng thd gap cia me minh dan chuyén déu déu trong hwong an
than thoang thoang.

Cho nhitng ké khac lui ra, tat qua nira s6 den, chi dé lai dam ba ngon mau
cam am ap ti* ngoai rém hat sang vao.

Con mua van sam sap do xuong, dir doi nhw thé khong bao gio ngirng lai.
Pang lo mo sap thiép di, Ly Nhuan chgt nghe me goi: “Nhuan nhi...”
Y mé birng mat thwa: “Con day.”

DPay la lan dau tién trong may nam nay, y nghe thdy giong me minh cham
rai ma binh tinh. Ba thong tha hoi: “Nhuan nhi, phu hoang con dau?”

Ly Nhuan than trong dap: “Thua, phu hoang da bang ha muoi nam tredc

»

roi.

“0...” Giong ba tram thdp nhw mé sang: “Mudi nam roi w?”
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Nguoi me chim trong dién loan muoi nam nay dot nhién binh tinh lai,
khién Ly Nhuan 1dy lam la. Y nhéom day t6i ngoi bén mép giwong, cti
nguwoi nhin ba héi khé: “Mau phi... Khong ngu thém mot 1at u?”

“Ta... c6 tht nay muén cho con.” Ba khong dap 16i y, chi cham chap tré
day, mé& ngan kéo dau giwong, 1dy ra mot hop nit trang nhé.

Chiéc hdp son den, trén nap kham dda hoa xa ctt cii k§ xin mau, trong
chang quy bau gi. Ly Nhudn thdy mau than m& no ra, tam gwong dong bén
trong lau ngay khong lau rita, da 6 ma, soi vao chi thay 16 mo thap thoang,
vO cung quai di.

Thai phi g& tam gwong ra, khe gai phia sau guong giau mot manh giay
bong gap gon. Ba dwa cho Ly Nhuén, nhin y bang 4nh méat hao hitc la
thwong, hét mot diva tré dang dgi dwoc khen: “Con xem, ta vat va lam méi
vé dugc, gidu dugc thit nay, con nhat dinh phai gitr that ky... Vat nay lién
quan dén sy ton vong cua thién ha, con phai nhé lay!”

Ly Nhuan nin lang, nhan ldy mé ra xem, la mot manh gidy bong céc thi nit
dung vé mau théu hoa van quan 4o, chang biét ba gidu di tir lic nao. Bén
trén dung chi ké may nguéch ngoac hai ba mang den si, trong chang ra hinh
thu, duwong nét cling rdi loan, thye khong hiéu la y gi.

Thay bitc ky hoa ky la, Ly Nhuéan ciing khong binh pham, chi gap lai nhw
cti, nhét vao tay 4o noi: “Vang, con nhé réi, nhat dinh sé gi gin that ky.”

Thai phi dya g6i, thay y cét di roi, mdi thd phao nhe nhdm, khan giong dan:
“Nhuan nhi, con phai nhé lay, dirng qua gan giii Quy Vuong ...”

Tiéng mwa ngoai song a0 ao nhu trit, ca dat trdi chi nghe rao rat. Anh dén
1ap loe trong mwa gié tir ngoai song hat vao nhw do anh, cach birc man sa
cang thém mo mit. Guwong mat vo vang cua thai phi von trang béch nhw
tuyét lai thoang trng hong, tira hoa dao da trai gié muwa, khién ngudi ta van
thdy thap thodng vé diém 1€ nam xwa.
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Ly Nhuan ldng 1€ nhin ba, nhwng thai phi chi than thd nhin ra anh dén leo
1ét. Lau that 1au, ba bong bat cwoi, thoat dau tiéng cwdi con ric rich trong
hong nhw cwdi vung, vé sau cang cudi cang to, khong sao nén noi, bién
thanh trang cuwoi dien dai.

Tiéng cuwoi the thé trong dém ctia me khién Ly Nhuan gai nguoi. Y gio tay
nam tay ba, néi nha: “Mau phi mét roi, nén nghi ngoi théi...”

Chua ditt 161, tiéng cuwdi dién cudng cua thai phi chot ngwng bat, ba nhay
phat xuéng giwong, xoa téc mat trgn tri'ng, tom chat 1ay vai y: “Nhuan nhi!
Thién ha Pai Buong sap mat! Giang son doi cha réi! Con la ngudi trong
hoang toc ho Ly, con khong mau ngan luéng séng dit! Giang son doi chu
16i...”

Thdy me minh lai 1én con dién, Ly Nhuan danh ditng dady mé ctra, mac cho
ba giang kéo, ra hiéu cho may ba vu gi chat ba. Y ding & dién ngoai, dogi
tiéng gao thét ngdt dan.

Lau sau, Nguyét Linh ra bao thai phi da nga, khuyén y quay vé, y méi khé
gat dau, nhin ra man mwa r6i cham cham tha bo tré vé, bay gio da tang tang
sang.

Manh gidy bong trong tay 4o mém mai phat pho, bén trén vé mot thit khong
16 c6 y gi. Bén cho ngoat, y da dinh méc ra ném di, nhung ngan ngtr gidy
lat r6i van giir trong tay 4o, thong tha theo hanh lang tré ve.

Con mua rgp dat trgi, bao trum ca Ién thanh Treong An Pai Buwong. Toa

thanh phon hoa bac nhat thién ha an hién sau man mwa m& mit, day ray
nhitng duwong hwéng khong thé doan truéc.

2
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Troi giang sam sét
Pai buong, Treong An.

Thanh thi phon vinh bac nhat thé gian lic bay gio. Nén nép thai Trinh
Quan, sam uat thud Khai Nguyén, dén nhitng nam Ham Théng da phat
trién t6i mic xa hoa tot do.

Bén ngoai cung Pai Minh va cung Thai Cuc la bay muoi hai phuwong trong
thanh Truwong An, sap hang ngay ngan gitta nhitng pho 16n ngd nho.

Chinh gitta kinh thanh la phwong Khai Héa, noi c6 chua Tién Phiic.

Chua Tién Phtic chinh la nha cti ndm xwa Tuy Dang dé va Buong Trung
tong song trude khi dang co, dén doi Tac Thién hoang dé dem hién lam
chuia, hong cau phiic cho Cao Tong hoang dé da bang ha. Nhitng co6 thu
danh hoa, dinh dai lau gac trong chua van dwgc giit nguyén nhuw cdi.

Hién 1a mudi chin thang S4u, ngdy Quan Thé Am déc dao. Trong chuia Tién
Phiic nwdm nwgp ngwdi chen vai thich canh nhau. Chua nay noi danh vé
canh ho, chu vi hé phéng sinh phéi dén hai tram buwéc, nhung cling chang
du cho thién nam tin ni*t mua nhitng con ca di mau phong sinh, khién
quanh ho chat nich.

DPa 1au khong mura, tiét trdi oi birc, ca thanh TrwedngAn chim trong néng
nyc. Dong ngwdi mo héi nhé nhai van chen vé phia tri'dc, muon tha ca
phong sinh xudng ho.

Gitta bién nguoi dong nghet, riéng khiic quanh ngoai hanh lang van c6 mot
cho trong, mot cay lyu duong tré hoa do re nhw Itva. Nam t¥ tré tudi van
ao lua xanh mau troi nuwdc ditng dwdi goc cay, chap tay sau lvng quan sat
dam ngudi phia tredc, trong vé lang 1€ lai toat 1én khi chat thanh nha hao
hoa, khién tiét troi dwong nong nyc dwong nhu cling lanh han di.
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Anh mét y vieot qua dam dong on &, nhin vé phia dong ngudi dang do xo6 vé
h6 phoéng sinh. Trong dam chen 1an, c6 mot ké néi bat han 1én. Khéng phai
vi dung mao ga tuan td chinh té, ma bdi ga dang mac mot chiéc do dai mau
vang cam, gitta ddm dong trong chéi mat v6 cung, gan nhw phat quang.

Ga vira chen 1én vira quay dau hét: “Sung Co, nhanh 1én, dirng c6 tut lai!”

Theo sau ga la mot tiéu hoan quan van ao don dé sam, khuén mat thon nhw
btp sen, ngli quan rat thanh td, than hinh manh khanh. Khong doi md, chi
bti téc thanh mot bui bén trén gai mot cay tram bac, dau tram bang ngoc
thach cham thanh hinh c6 14 cuon.

Hai nguoi nay, dwong nhién la Chu Tw Tan va Hoang Tw Ha

Luc nay, trén tay ca hai déu dang bung mot 14 sen to, bén trong dung ca,
chuan bi phong sinh. Nhung trong tinh canh chen chic thé nay, Hoang Tw
Ha mudn ding vitng con khd, c6 chi cé thé c6 giit cho nwdc trén phién 14
sen khong sanh hét ra ngoai.

Ly Thu Bach ditng duwéi goc thach Iyu, ngam vé chat vat caa ho, réi lang
ldng ngwdc mat nhin 1én bau trdi trén dau

Sac troi am u, khong khi ngot ngat, muén mwa ma khong mwa noi, khién ca
kinh thanh chim trong bi birc.

Bén kia, Chu Tt Tan va Hoang T Ha cudi cung cling bé cudc, iu xiu bung
con ca dung trong 14 sen vé.

“So qua di mat! Mat ho dong dac ca la c4, nhin dé nhung nhic, x6 kim con
chang lot, ditng n6i phong sinh!”

Nghe Chu T Tan than van, Ly Thw Bach lanh lung li€c Hoang Tt Ha: “Ta
da bao dung di xem nao nhiét ma.”
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Hoang T Ha byc bdi nhin sang Chu Tw Tan: “Chang phai ai dé ct khang
khang kéo t0i di mua ca sao?”

“Con... con chang phai vi day la dai phap hoi mwdi nam khé gap mét lan a?
Ngudi ta noi sé tich dwgce rat nhiéu cong dirc d6.” Chu T Tan cii dau nhin
con ca dung trong 14 sen chuan bi phéng sinh, thé dai bat lyc: “Hay la
mangvé nha hap an di.”

“Pugc ddy, may ma mua con to.” Hoang T Ha hua theo, tién thé d6 luon
con ca dang bung vao chiéc 14 trén tay ga: “Giao ca cho cong tir day.”

Chen chiic trén phién 14, hai con ca quay du6i vat minh, ban tée nuwéc 1én
day mat Chu T Tan.

Ga nhan mat hoi: “Sao vay?”

“Cong tir s@ truong an ca ma.” Co dap, doan quay ngoat ngudi theo Ly Thu
Bach di vé phia Phat dién.

“Sung Co6, cong cong dirng lam thé chit...” Chu T Tan rong rong nwéc
mat, nhung tiéc ré hai con ca béo, danh bung phién 1a Itic clic chay theo
sau.

Pang trudce 1a chinh dién tho Phat, khach dang huwong chen nhau déng
nghet trede ban tho. Lu huong cuc 16n nghi ngut hwong vong hvong banh
ctia khach cam, khoi xanh van vit boc 1én, tu lai thanh nhitng d6a may ma&
ao trén khong, khién ca dai dién nhin xiéu veo han di. Hai bén lw dat hai
cay nén thom cao mot trugng, khién ngwdi ta phai xuyt xoa.

Anh nén binh thuong chi c6 hai mau vang tring, gié’ dwoc lam thanh ndm
sdu mau, hon nita, nhitng mau sac ay déu dwoc diéu chinh cho hgp vdi hinh
rong bay phugng mua trén than nén, chi thdy rong vang phugng dé bay
lwgn gitta may tim cung hoa do 14 xanh, lai dwgc ban tay thg khéo khac noi,
nhin séng dong nhu that. Pau trén cdy nén la mu6n van déa hoa dugc thién
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nit cat twong rai rac, la ta roi xuong, phia dwdi la hoa thong thao va sen bao
twéng, muodn hoa ruc rd bao boc lay long phwgng twong van ngii sac, huy
hoang 16ng lay, khién ai ndy déu tram tro.

“Po6i nén nay do chinh tay Lit Chi Nguyén & tiém nhang den ho Lit lam ra
ddy, nghe noi dé t6 long thanh, han da tam goi thap huong réi dong cira
nhot minh trong phong lam su6t bay ngay bay dém, qua khong tam thuong
ma!”

“T6i con nghe noi, s6ém nay han dich than dwa d6i nén nay dén, sau do vi
qua mét nhoc ma ngat di, dugc ngudi ta khiéng vé nha. Trwdc do con gai
han dinh s& thtt mot céi, bén bi han mang té tat, sg dan ba day vao lam 6
ué, ong ciing biét Lt 1ao ba day, noi tiéng khap kinh thanh vé mang mé con
gai, ngay nao ciing bdo con gai la cia ng, thé nén viéc nay khong mang madi
la... ha ha.”

“Théi di, con géi nha dé trong khau lam, ha ha ha...”

Dé giit gin cay nén, nguoi ta chang day dé quanh né, khong cho ai lai gan
s0 mo. B&i thé moi nguwdi chi xiim quanh ban tan vé nguén goc cap nén
nay.

“Chua Tién Phtc ring rinh ghé, con thap dugc doi nén to thé nay chi.”
Chu T® Tan nhin nhitng hoa van trén than nén, cdm than, “Nha t6i hang
ngay ton nhiéu dau dén lam, tirng nay sap nén ma dem thap gitta ban ngay
ban mat, thue la phi pham.”

Hoang T Ha gidi thich: “Nha chua dwong nhién c6 tién, nghe néi chi riéng
khoan tién ngudi trong cung cong ditc mitng ngdy Quan Am dic dao nim
nay da dén ca van quan roi. Cong ti bao doi nén to thé nay phai dung bao
nhiéu sap? Tt nam ngodi, ho da di thu gom sap ong & khap noi vé dic nén,
dé dang 1én bé Phat hom nay dé.”
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Nguwdoi cang lic cang dong, Liéu Chan phap s phwong trirgng chuia Tién
Phtc buéc 1én phap dan mai dung, chuan bi gidng kinh Diéu Phap Chan
Ung.

Puong gitta mua ha, thoi tiét oi birc. Trén trdi may den cuon cudn, tiéng
sam am i, thi thodng lai thy tia sét nhoang 1én. Sap mwa to dén noi, nhung
nguwoi trong chuia van ken chat nich, ditng yén nghe Liéu Chan phap su
giang kinh.

Phap dan gidng kinh dat trwdc cita dai dién, sau Iw hwong va cap nén 16n
chtrng nam bwédc. Bon Hoang T Ha ditng sau lw hwong, nhin Liéu Chan
phap s qua man khoi bang lang, thdy ngai chirng nam muoi tudi, thong tué
quac thwdc, néi nang gay gon, dwong duong phong thai cao tang doi nay.

Giong ngai sang sang, phap am vang khap trong ngoai chua Tién Phtic, moi
nguoi im phang phac lang nghe, am thanh ranh rot truyén dén tirng ngoc
ngach trong chua.

“Ac quy hoanh hanh, Nhv Lai ding phap lwc V6 thuwgng tran ap, khién
ching dau mé6t noi than mot néo, chinh la qua bao; mudén ac phat tac, Bo tat
dung sdm sét ctru thién danh chét, khién ching chay sém boc mui , chinh la
tng bao. Thé gian trung trung, bao ng khong sai, thién dia linh @ng...”

Con chua dt 161, sdim chép dang 1 ung trén trdi bong rén vang, mot luéng
sang chai 1oa nd bung 1én, thi ra, cdy nén 16n bén trai da bi sét danh tring,
no tung.

Nguoi xung quanh bi sap chay ban vao, titc thi ndo loan ca 1én, ai ndy 6m
dau lan Ion.

Cang @ gan cay nén cang thé tham, khong it nguwdi bi bén Itva, phai cuéng
cuong dap lira trén nguoi.
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Gitra ca dam nguoi bi va lay, d6t nhién c6 mot ké gao tham thiét, nhay
dung 1én cao cau téc minh. Chi thdy toc y bén Itra bung 1én trong nhay mat,
quan 4o trén nguoi cling chdy theo. Nhitng nguwdi xung quanh thay ké dé bi
chay phtrng phtrng, déu kinh hodng cuéng cuéng dat ra, sg lira bén vao
minh.

Trong chua Tién Phic von da chat nich nguoi, gio toan tiéng gao thét dau
dén, dau dau ciing thdy ngudi nhao nhao bo chay. Bam dong giam dap 1én
nhau, chen lan x6 day, chi chtra ra mot khodng trong chirng mot truegng, ké
bi chay kia dang lan 10n kéu gao trong do.

Bén canh y la vo so6 miéng sap chay phirng phirng sau vu no, dén noi nhin
nhw thé y dang & giita Itra dia nguc, du lan 10n giay giua thé nao, ciing bi
ngon Itra xau xé.

Nguoi xung quanh nhdo nhao chen ra, Hoang Tt Ha bi dam déng day dan

ra phia ngoai, khong sao ditng vitng n6i. Tinh canh hon loan dén mitc mat

kiém soat, dam nha dich t&i giit trat tw cling bi day nga lan, r6i bi giam dap
l1én nguoi.

Chu T Tan bi dong ngwoi cuén di, ditng con khong vitng, duong lic luéng
cubng, chiéc la sen dang bung cling do nghiéng, hai con cé thoi thop roi ca
xuong dat, 1ap tic bi dam dong cuong loan giam nat nhtr. That lvng ga von
deo ling lang nao la hau bao mau vang, tti dung da Itva tim, tti but nghién
xanh, boi dao vo bac... da thi sac s& cling mat tam trong dong ngwoi chen
chuc.

“Khong... khong thé dugc! Ching ta dén phong sinh ma! Thé nay lai bién
thanh sét sinh roi, thién tai, thién tai!” Chu T Tan cuéng quyt nhdy dung
1én, con toan ngoi thup xudng citu ca, nao ngd bi dong ngwdi chen lan cudn
di, cang chen cang xa.

Ga danh vay tay roi rit: “Sung C6, Sung Co...”
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Hoang Tt Ha hién gio giit than con kho, dang phai lién tuc lui budc gitta
dam doéng, liéu xiéu khong virng. Thinh linh c6 tregt chan mot cdi, than thé
mat thang bang, twdng chirng sap nga ngtra ra bi ngwoi ta giam dap thi mot
canh tay kip thoi tom 1ay tay co kéo lai.

Hoang T Ha ngang 1én, bat gap guwong mat Ly Thw Bach, y van diém tinh
khoan thai, vong mot tay qua vai c6, che chan co trong long.

Gitta dong ngudi nhao nhao hon loan, Hoang Tt Ha ditng lang trong vong
tay y, tira con thuyén nhé dira vao bén cang ém dém. T4t ca hon loan xung
quanh cham cham lui xa, trd thanh canh nén hw do, khong con quay nhiéu
dén c6 dugc nita.

Hoi d@m tw t lan rong trong tim Hoang T Ha, khién co thit toan than c6
cting do, hoi thé cling tré nén don dap.

Cam giac nay thuc la dang ghét, khién nguwoi ta khong thé tinh tri quan sat
k¥ cang thé gian.

Giong nhu lan dé, bi nguwoi kia 6m vao long.
Co bat giac gio tay day canh tay Ly Thw Bach ra.

Ly Thu Bach khé nhéch d6i m6i méng, nhin c6 bang a&nh mat thdm tram, tw
tir ha canh tay bi day xuong.

Hoang Tw Ha cling ngdy ra, chwa kip dinh than da lai nghe thay tiéng gao
tham thiét. La ké bi thiéu song no, tiéng kéu thé tham ma tuyét vong, khién
nguoi ta raing dong ca tam can.

Co bén kéo tay 4o Ly Thw Bach hodng hét héi: “Ching ta tdi do cttu nguai
dugce khong?”

Ly Thu Bach cau may nhin dong ngwoi hon loan un Ién: “Lam sao dugc.”
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Bén trong chua Tién Phiic, Liéu Chan phap suw da ngirng giang phap tir 1au,
cac dé tr trong chua dang ra strc duy tri trat tw, dam sai dich nha mon cling
khan giong ho hét, nhung chang tham thap vao dau.

Xung quanh la nhitng tiéng kéu gao hon loan nhw quy khéc séi gao, ca
chua Tién Phic da tré thanh Tu La trueong, gitta dam chen lan giam dap, vo
sO ngudi bi que tay gay chan, bong gan trat khop.

C6 nguoi xach thung nwéc dén toan dap lira trén minh ké kia, nhuwng khong
cach nao chen qua dam dong t6i cho y dugc. Ai nay thi nhau giam dap chen
ra, dong thoi tro mat nhin ké no lan 16n mai lic mét yéu dan, tiéng kéu
cling nho dan di, cubi cung han rit 1én mot tiéng thé thiét nghe chang con
giong tiéng nguwdi song nita, roi im bat.

Dong nguwdi cuong loan trong chuia Tién Phiic rot cudc cling van bét, nhiéu
ké chay vao trong dai dién, dwdi hanh lang hay bén ho c4, ké thi 6m chan
rén ri, ngwoi 6m canh tay trat khép chiti raa, c6 nguwoi ca dau va mat déu bi
thuong, bung mat ngoi mot goc, tro vao cai xac van am i chay, run ray noi:
“Pay, day chang phai la troi phat dé sao?”

Bén canh cé mét ké bi gdy rang, mom day mau, titc t6i nho toet mot ngum
mau phat biéu: “Theo t6i thdy, chuyén nay chinh la sy bdo (tng ma Liéu
Chan phap su vra gidng, bi sét danh do!”

“Chang biét nguwoi nay la ai, hang ngay lam ra viéc 4c gi, ma khién ching ta

»
!

v0 duyén vo c@ cling bi va lay, ro la xui xéo
Ca dam nguoi vé mat 1 €, x6n xao ban tan veé tai hoa bat ngo.

“Toi di xem nguoi kia thé nao.” Thady con hon loan da qua, dang d6 ciing
da tach ra mot khoang trong, Hoang Tt Ha bén quay lwng di thang t&i cho
nguoi chét chay.
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Thi thé nam trén mat dat van con chay am i. Nhitng mau sap nén roi day
dat hau nhw da chay can, chi c6 vai vun nho sét lai, da phan mau dé ruc,
vuong vai khap noi, nhin chang khac gi mau twoi rai rac.

Céc hoa thugng trong chua xach nuwéc chay t6i, hat tirng thung vao dong
Itta, nhwng nguoi no da chay trui, khong con nhan ro dwgc mdt miii, cling
chang thdy nhic nhich nita.

Duwéi khung troi xam xit, chi con mot cay nén dan hoa thép vang dirng do,
bén canh mot thi thé chdy den, xung quanh la dong hon don con lai sau vu
chay, toat 1én vé thé Iwong khon xiét.

Chu T Tan chang biét bi x0 day tdi tan dau, gio mdi 1éch théch quay lai,
ngoi thup ngay xudng canh cai xac chay den wét sling, cung Hoang Tt Ha
nghién cttu thi thé: “Phan doéan so bo la dan 6ng. Chay dén thé nay, chiéu
cao... khéng xac dinh duoc, tubi tac... khong xac dinh dwoc, mau da...
khong xac dinh dugc, dac diém... khong xac dinh dwgc.”

Hoang T Ha cat 10i: “Ngudi chét 1a nam, thap bé gay go, da kha trang,
tudi tac khong 16n, wéc chirng chwa dén ba mwoi. Mdc d6 hoan quan mau
do, luwng that dai den, budc dau phan doan la hoan quan.”

Chu T Tan nhin céi xac chay den tredc mat, réi ngd ngang nhin sang co:
“Sung Co6, cong cong lgi hai that day! Thi thé chay den thui thé nay, vy ma
cong cong van nhin ra duwgc bao nhiéu thi? Chuyén khac khong noi, riéng
quan ao, chang phai déu chdy rui réi u?”

Hoang Ttw Ha nghen hong, nhin Chu T Tan: “Liuc Itta mé&i bén, chang phai
ching ta déu tan mat chitng kién sao? Cong ti khong thay dang voc, thé
hinh, tu6i tadc va quan 4o ctay a?”

Chu T Tan lang 1€ 1ac dau: “Ta con mai bung ca.”
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“Vay, tuy y gao dén khan ca giong, nhung tiéng gao the thé nhw thé quyét
khong thé la cta dan 6ng binh thwong, cong ti¥ cé nghe ra khong?”

Chu T Tan tiép tuc lac dau: “Xung quanh 6n qu4, bi at tiéng ca.”

Ly Thu Bach da dén bén canh hai ngudi ty lic nao,cau may néi: “Licy
bén lira, ta cling chitng kién, than thé twéng mao quan ao qua nhu Stng Co
noi, khong sai dau.”

Chu T Tan rau ri 1am bam: “Chi moéi minh khong thay w...”

Nhuw dé an i ga, Ly Thu Bach lai tiép: “C6 diéu, trwdc lic y bat chay, ta
cling khong thay, khong dé y bdy gio y ding & dau.”

“Gilta muon ngan nguwoi thé nay, than hinh y lai gay bé, dwong nhién lam
sao thay dugc.” Chu T Tan noi.

Hoang Ttw Ha cau may nghi nggi, doan vieon tay cam lénh bai bén canh cai
xac lén.

Tam lénh bai nay bang dong, 16 x6 day van con dinh tro cua sgi day deo.
Lénh bai bi hun den si, nhuwng Hoang T Ha vira cam 1én da doc duwgc nam
chit dic noi bén trén: Phu Bong Xwong cong chaa.

“Phu Bong Xuwong cong chia u?”

Ly Thu Bach nhin tdm 1énh bai trong tay Hoang Tt Ha, nhiu may: “Lé nao
la hoan quan trong phi Bong Xwong cong chuia?”

Hoang Tt Ha lat di 14t lai tdm 1énh bai w6t sling, nhin nhitng hoa van tinh
t€ bén trén, nhan xét: “Trong 1énh bai nay, c6 vé la that day.”

“Pung thé, tay nghé cta ndi phu cung kiéu chir ma bac thép vang, nguai
ngoai khong lam nhai duvgc dau.” LyThw Bach xac nhan.
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Chu Tt Tan van ngoi canh thi thé, hdo hitc nhin cham chdp vao quan y, 1am
bam: “Lam sao day...”

Hoang Tt Ha gdng hoi: “Lam sao g1 co?”

“Pay la lan dau tién ta nghién cttu thi thé hoan quan, tw nhién thay hoi hoi
hop, lam sao bay gio?”

Hoang T Ha cam nin, ngoanh phat di.

Cudi cung troi cling dé mwa, mdi dau chi lac rac mot hai hat. Nhung chang
may chdc, nhitng hat mwa to nhw hat dau da téi tdp quat xudng ngwoi dau
rat.

Ba nguoi lanh vao duéi hang hién cta dai dién. Phap dan giang kinh phia
trréc van nguyén ven, song hirong an va bo doan da do 16ng chong ngon
ngang. Cach dé khong xa la Iv hwong bi mwa x6i tat, hai cady nén 16n bén
canh, mot cdy da tat, cay kia chi con sgi bac bang lau sdy dai chirng nita
thuwéc, xung quanh tung tde sap nén.

Phap hdi 16n 1an nay ctia chua Tién Phiic da tan tanh, chang khac hoa van
rong phuong song dong trén dbi nén.

Co nguwoi xam xam tr ngoai di vao, chinh la thiéu khanh Pai Ly Ty Thoi
Thuan Tram. C6 ngudi di sau che 6 cho han, nhwng Théi Thuan Tram
chang quan tam, rau 1i di thang t6i trudc mat Ly Thu Bach, chap tay hanh
16, r6i gwong cuwdi chao héi: “Quy vwong gia.”

“Thoi thiéu khanh dén nhanh qua nhi.” Ly Thw Bach dap.

“DPau co, ty chitc vira xong viéc, chuan bi dén day nghe Liéu Chan phap s
gidng phap, nao ngo di chwa dugc niva dwong, lai dugce tin dang nay xdy ra
chuyén, nghe noi la troi giang sam sét, danh chét mot nam nhan ha?” Thoi
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Thuan Tram vira néi vira ra hiéu cho ngo tac bat tay vao kham nghiém thi
thé cung Chu T Tan.

Hoang T Ha dap: “Thwa vang. Chirng cudi gio Thin, ldc Liéu Chan phap
st gidng dén viéc bao tng thi troi giang sam sét, danh nat cay nén 16n bén
trai. Bay gio rat nhiéu nguwoi ditng gan doé bi sap nén ban phai nga lan ra,
sap nén dwgc nhuém mau, phdm nhudm phan 1én 1a chu sa, hung hoang,
héac du v.v... tam vao sap nén rat dé bat Itta. Tiéc rang chinh nhitng nguyén
liéu dé chay nay da khién ca cay nén no tung, Itta ban tée ra, ngudi do bi
bén Itra, Itra lan ra toan than ma chét.”

“Vay sao? Nghe ctt nhw gap bao ng, lam chuyén gi xau xa nén bi sét danh
chét ay.” Thoi Thuan Tram hao hitng nhan xét.

Hoang T ha that hét cach véi con nguwdi than 1a thiéu khanh Pai Ly Ty
song khong hé dé tam dén vu an ma chi dwa ra toan phan doan lung tung
nay, danh lam thinh ngang dau nhin nhitng giot mwa ti tdch tir mai hién nho
xuong.

Chu T Tan kéo Thoi Thuan Tram ra ngoai, hoa tay mua chan thuat lai tinh
canh vitra ndy. Sau lung Théi Thuan Tram c6 nguwdi che 6 cho, nhung Chu
T Tan chang quan tam, vira néi vira doi mwa di, con kéo theo may ngo tac
cung thdo ludn rét cudc phai kham nghiém ra sao thi thé chay den nay, lai
con la thi thé hoan quan nira.

Ly Thu Bach ding song vai cung Hoang Tt Ha duwdi mai hien, chot ngoai
dau sang, bat gap nhitng hat nwéce li ti bi gié tat tham w6t may sgi toc mai
bay bay trudc tran co, twa nhitng vién ngoc trai long lanh to bang hat gao
diém xuyét trén toc, 1ap lanh giita vang tran trang ngan nhu ngoc, khién y
bat gidc ngan ngo.

Ly Thu Bach thong dong gio tay lén, 6ng tay do phdt qua mai téc co:
“Pirng ditng chia ra ngoai, mwa c6 vé nang hat réi day.”
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Bay gio Hoang Tt Ha md&i hot hoang nhan ra minh dang ditng bang vai véi
y, thue 1a that 1€, voi 1ui lai m6t buwdc, nhing anh mat van dan vao Chu Tw
Tan ngoai mua.

Thoi Thuan Tram da trd lai, gio tay che dau, vé that vong: “Pung la tham
khong n& nhin ma... sao lai chay dén nong noi nay?”

Ly Thu Bach gép 16i: “Triéu dinh da gitp chua Tién Phic chuan bi dai
phap hai tir nam ngoai dén gid, nao ngd lai xay ra chuyén nhw vay, dén noi
phai khép lai trong canh tham thwong thé nay.”

“Ma van khong biét ké xui xéo bi sét danh kia la ai.”

Ly Thuw Bach ho hitng dap: “Hinh nhw 1a hoan quan trong phu Béng
Xuwong.”

“0?” Thoi Thuan Tram kinh ngac: “Vuwong gia néi... 1a Pong Xwong cong
chaa u?”

Ly Thu Bach khé gat dau.
Nét mdat Thoi Thuan Tram cang t6i sam.

Ly Thu Bach quay lai ra hiéu cho Hoang Tt Ha, 0 v0i trinh tdm thé bai
trong tay lén cho Thoi Thuan Tram.

Thoat trong thay thé bai chay den, vé mat Thoi ThuanTram bu6n nhw dwa
dam: “Pung la hoan quan phti cong chtia. L& nhu con 1a ngudi ké can cong
chua thi ty chiec phdi lam sao?”

“Nguoi cit theo phép cong ma lam thoi, Bong Xwong cong chia cling
khong thé 1am kho nguoi dugce.”

“Vang...” Théi Thuan Tram mién cwong gat dau, nhung van khong kim
dwoc vé rau 1.

https://thuviensach.vn



Mua ndng hat dan. Ngudi ctia Pai Ly Ty da dung léu che mwa cho cai xac,
song nwdc mua trén mat san van chay qua thi thé, ho bat dac di phai muwgn
tam nha chua mot chi€c chong tre, dat thi thé 1én, roi 1l Iwgt chay vao hang
hién tranh mua.

Chu T Tan ca ngudi vt sting, bo do mau vang cam bi ngdm nwéc mura,
trong nhw bong hoa bi ngd héo, 16ng thong dinh chat vao nguwoi ga.

Song Chu Tt Tan chang hé dé y, cit thé san lai gan Hoang T Ha, hao
hirng ké: “Nay nay, Sung Co, ké kia la hoan quan that ddy! Ta da cung ngo
tac kham nghiém ro6i.”

Hoang T Ha sam mat: “Chuyén d6 con can kham nghiém w? Nhin qua la...
la biét roi ma?”

“Chura chac chwa chac, khong c6 cai do chac gi da l1a hoan quan, 16 1a ni

nhan thi sao?”

Ly Thu Bach & bén canh thidy ga cang néi cang huyén thuyén, bén dang
hang mot tiéng.

Chu Tt Tan rut c6 le lwGi, nhung van cwdoi hi hi.

Hoang Tw Ha ngoanh di, khong muon tiép tuc chta dé d6 véi Chu Tw Tan
nita. “Cong tir thay than thé ngwoi chét c6 cho nao kha nghi khong?”

“Khong c6, nguoi chét khong co rau toc, da dé chay den niit todc, dién mao
méo mo, dich xac 1a bi thiéu s6ng. Con nhw y bi sét danh vi lam viéc xau
hay chi la tai nan ngau nhién thi ta khong r6. C6 diéu, néu la ngudi phu
Pong Xuwong, e rang lan nay to chuyén ddy. Ai cling biét hoang thugng rat
sung ai vi cong chua nay.”

“Dau Bong Xwong cong chiia muén lam to chuyén, ciing lién quan gi dén
chung ta dau.”
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“Pung thé, trdi mudén mua, sét mudn giang xudng, ching ta lam sao dwoc.”
Chu T Tan xoe tay néi: “Hon nita thang sau la dén tiéc d6t dudi ctia cha
ta, chang bao lau nira ta sé theo cha dén Thuc. Cha, dat Thuc rat t6t, Hoang
T Ha ma ta nguwong mo nhat da lwu lai rat nhiéu sy tich pha ky an & do, t6i
lic ay néu hai vi c6 ranh cit dén tim, T Tan sé dan hai vi di choi mot
vong!”

Ly Thu Bach liéc Hoang Tt Ha, bdy gio dang v nhu khong nghe thay 10i
Chu T Tan, r6i dap: “Khoi phién nguoi, ta von dinh di Thuc, néi khong
chirng con xuat phat truéc nguoi day.”

“Q, thyc w? Vay chiing ta c6 thé két ban dong hanh roi!”

Hoang Tt Ha binh than dap: “Khaéi can, vitong gia va cong ti ai co viéc
ndy, tot nhat la dirng di chung, dé khoi lam 16 viéc ca d6i bén.”

“Um... nghe c6 ly day, nhung Sting C6 a, cong cong lanh ling qua! RS rang
cong cong co thé tir choi khéo ma...”

Hoang Tt Ha 10 ga di.

Nguoi cia Pai Ly Ty téi hoi han ho vé tinh hinh Itic do, sau khi ghi chép
xong xuoi, lai tim may nha sw cttu héa va nha dich gitp duy tri trat ty tGi
héi han, trong quang canh rat tat bat.

Ly Thu Bach thay vay bén céo ttv Thoi Thuan Tram, dan Hoang T Ha ra
khdi chua. Vwra trdi qua mot tran nao loan, song xe ngwa phu Quy veong
van do ngay ngan trdc cong chua. Bac danh xe A Vién da phu vai dau 1én
néc xe tr tredc, tranh nwdc mua hat vao trongxe.

Con mua kha to, nguoi di trén pho ké 6m dau chay, ké giwong 6 tha b,
cling c6 nguoi ditng dudi goc cay, bén bo giéng, s6t rudt nhin troi.
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Xe chay thong thd. Lic dén phuong Binh Khang, dang 1€ phai ré sang
duong Bac, nao ngd A Vién thinh linh ghim cwong ngwa, ditng xe.

Xe dirng dot ngot khién Hoang T Ha ngoi trén chiéc ghé nhé bi mat da,
than hinh chao di, dap vao vach xe. May sao Ly Thw Bach phéan ng rat
nhanh, da gio tay ra nam lay vai c6, kip thoi ngan c6 va dau vao vach.

Hoang Ttw Ha con chwa hét sg, vira xoa xoa tran cam ta Ly Thw Bach, vira
tho dau ra ngoai héi: “A Vién b4, sao lai dot nhién dirng xe?”

A Vién voi dap: “Phia trudc c6 ngudi chan duwong.”

Hoang T Ha cling nghe loang thodng tiéng huyén ndo, bén cam 6, bao Ly
Thw Bach: “T6i xudng xem thir.” Poan giwvong 6 xuong xe.

Phia truwdc 1a giao 10 gitta chg Pong va phuong Binh Khang. Mot dira bé
chirng bon nam tu6i nam bat dong ngay gitta dwong, dwdi mwa, chang biét
con song hay da chét. Bén duong cé may nguoi ditng nhin ngé.

Nguoi xem kha dong, nhung diva nho kia quan do x0c xéch, cd ngudi lam
lem, trong nhw mot dita an may, nén nguwoi ta chi xim quanh chi tré ch
khong ai d6 n6 day xem tinh hinh.

Hoang Tt Ha thoang chan chtr, dang dinh budc dén xem dira bé, thi thay
dam dong xtim quanh I lwgt nghén c6 nhin vé phia truéc.

Thi ra, mot nam tr tré tudi vira bwdc ra khoi chua Thang Nghiép, thoat
trong thay dira bé an xin nam gitta duwong bén rdo buwdc di dén, gac chiéc 6
dang cam lén vai roi gio hai tay bé x6c né 1én.

Ngudi no mac do lua bach théu hoa van cé théng tam mau bac thap thoang
an hién, cay 6 gidy dau mau xanh cang ton 1én bong 4o trang, thanh khiét
nhw vang trang md&i moc. Pita nhé kia nga ngat duwdi mwa, khap ngudi 1am
lem bun dat, song han chang hé dé tam, van nhe nhang 6m né vao long.
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Nguoi xung quanh thdy mot nam tir cao khiét nhwong ay lai hét sitc diu
dang vGi mot ditra an may ban thiu, déu nhin nhau ra chiéu thac mac.

Nhung khi han ngang dau 1én, bon ho trong rd dung mao, bat giac déu hit
vao mot hoi.

Mua tam ta khap Treong An. Gwong mat nam t dy trong su6t dudi mua,
twa h6 nwéc mua dé xuong ngwoi chi lam han thém thanh khiét. Buong nét
tuan tu dén cuyc diém, may mat khong ti vét, toat 1én vé lanh 1gi pha tron
gitta thiéu nién va thanh nién, nhw &ng may xanh gitta troi hirng nang,
khién ngudi ta vui thich.

Thanh Trueong An c6 mudn van nguwoi, nhung trong mudn van nguoi, chi co
mot dang véc nghiéng nga chiing sinh nhuwdng nay, triéu Pai Buwong trai ba
tram nam, song ba tram nam nay cting chi két tinh dwgc mét manh hon
thanh khiét dén thé thoi.

Pam dong xung quanh thoat chdc déu ngan ra tredc dung mao va khi chat
cta han, quén cé chay téi gitp do.

Nwdc mwa x6a nhoa canh vat xung quanh, chi thiy thap thoang nha ctra
khudt sau nhitng goc hoe san sat bén duwong, khi xa khi gan. Tran thé 6 troc
bong tré nén mad mit, ca dat troi dwong nhw chi ton tai dé lam nén cho han.

Hoang T Ha givong 0, nhin nguwdi no qua man mwa phu kin dat troi. Co
clr ditng ngdy ra do bat dong, twa ho quén ca thé gian.

Thuye khéng ngd, 1an nay gap lai, lai trong tinh canh nay, gitta con mua to
thé nay.

Canh tay giwong 0 cta co run ban bat, nhitng hat mwa lanh budt x6i khap ca
nguoi. Song than thé ¢ con lanh hon ca con mua.
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Nam t&r 6m dita bé dang di vé phia c6. Han c6 nghiéng dau dé chiéc 6 trén
vai che kin dugc dita bé trong 1ong, nwdc mua tr téc nhd xudng tong tong,
chdy dai theo can c6 cao ma trang cia han lot vao c6 4o, song nhin han
khong may may nhéch nhéc.

Han bé dira nho di thang tdi tredc mat co, cat tiéng: “Xin héi gan day co
hiéu thudc nao...”

Mua nhu trit nuéc, tiéng mura khién ca thé gidi 6n d vo cing. Anh mét hin
dirng trén mat co, ntra cau sau tac nghen.

Han sitng so nhin co.

Con mua x06i x4, tiéng rao rao co ho vui 1dp cd Hoang Tt Ha. Nhung, co
van nghe ro tiéng khoc tham trong 16ng ngwc, nhw at ca tran mwa 16n nay.

Ngo ngang nhuw da qua mét kiép.

Song han khéng nhin c6 thém nita. Ngudi no cti dau, mac cho mwa gidi
xuong mat, chi lo che cho dita bé trong long, ti'ng bwdc di ngang qua co.

Trong khoanh khac w6t qua, Hoang Tr Ha nghe thdy han néi bang giong
lanh nhw dao: “T6t nhat 1a c6 bién di, trwdc khi ta quay lai ti hiéu thudc.”

Co hong Hoang T Ha that lai, cd ngudi cttng do. Co ra sttc thiic giuc ban
than khoi phuc y thitc, nhung chang ich gi, bgi ké tredc mat chinh la nguoi
nhiéu nam trwdc da bat mat hon co.

Song anh mat han chi lanh lung lwét qua, réi ditng trén mat c6: “Bang
khong, nhat dinh ta sé dem tro c6t co téi tredc md cha me o, dé an Gi vong
hon ho trén troi.”

Hoang Tw Ha can moi that manh, tim dap thinh thich, ha miéng toan noi,
nhung c6 mdy lan ma chang ran ra dwoc tiéng nao. Bdi c6 hiéu ro, hé 1én
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tiéng, c6 sé sup do hoan toan.

Chiéc 6 trong tay chang ngan néi con mwa 16n, nguwoi Hoang T Ha da wét
sting, c6 c6 kim dé khong run, than hinh lao ddo chyc ngd, noi dau tir day
long lan ra nhu cao xé, twong ching da xé toac co thanh hai nira.

Prng lic dy, mot canh tay thong tha dat 1én vai, bao vé cho co.

Canh tay nay rat vitng vang, lap tic tiép thém sitc lyc dé co ditng virng.
Nguon sitc manh dy tit vai lan ra xuéng toan than, nhw cttu réi, gitup c6
vung thoat khéi doi tay vo hinh bop nghet c6 hong, siét chat 1ay trai tim,
thé hat ra dwgc mot hoi dai.

Ly Thu Bach, chd nhan canh tay ay ditng sau lung c6, than nhién quan sat
thiéu nién doi dién, thong dong noi: “Khong can quay lai, gid nguoi cé thé
di bao vai quan phu, bao ho t¢i phu Quy virong ma doi nguoi.”

Anh mét ngudi no ciing tit tir chuyén sang v, twa ho da lién két duoc y véi
10i don dai trong kinh thanh, gwong mat tudn my di thwong ay thoang tai di.

Ly Thw Bach than nhién lach nguwdi ding chan trudcmat Hoang T Ha.

Co rot cudc ciing suc tinh, nghién rang khé nhoc ran ra may cau: “Tai ha
Duwong Sung Co, hoan quan pht Quy virong, chang hay huynh dai 1a?”

Han khong dap, chi nhin chong choc vao ¢6 qua man mwa mo mit.

Nam xua, doi mat trong vat ay, lic diu dang, vui vé, chiéu chudng co thi
sang ryc nhu sao, lic buon ba lai t6i sam tham tham nhw nwéc thu. Song
gio day, trong do chi con sy lanh lung nhu han bang day vuc, khién ca trai
tim c6 nhu roi thang xudng khoang khong tam t6i 4y.

May sao, giong Ly Thu Bach lai cham rai vang l1én bén tai: “Sung Co,
chung ta di.”
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Thay thai do diém nhién bao vé cta Ly Thu Bach, lai thdy Hoang T Ha
binh than tiép nhan, anh mat nam t* anh tudn no toi sam.

Nhung ciing chi trong mot thoang, han da 6m dita nhé an may kia khom
lung hanh 1€, than nhién néi: “Xin 16i, tiéu nhan nham hoan quan bén canh
vuong gia vai mot ké thu t6i ac tay troi, gio virong gia da chitng nhan, han
la tiéu nhan lam roi.”

Di?t 101, han chang buon nhin Hoang Tt Ha, quay ngoat nguwoi ngodt vao
ngo nho di thang.

Hoang T Ha van ditng do ra dwdi mua, tay nam chat can 6, én lanh tirng
con.

Ly Thu Bach lanh lung nhac: “Nguwai di roi, nguoi con dinh ditng dé bao
lau nira?”

Khéc han vé 6n hoa diém dam moi khi, giong y lic nay lanh bang. Co dang
ngo ngan thi sy'c nhan ra, nita nguwdi trén cua y da bi w6t may cho.

Tai sao y lai xuodng xe d6i mwa chay ra tim c6, con khong ngai ngan bao
che, giup dd cho co?

Co nghién rang, gio cao chiéc 6 trong tay, che cho y.

Ca hai cung ding dudi tan 0, cam nhan dugc ca hoi thd caa nhau. Ly Thu
Bach lang 1€ cii dau nhin c6, anh mat lanh bang xuyén qua hang mi dai
rop.

Mu6n ngan giot mua tir trdi quat xuéng tan 6 ran rat. Puong 16n ngo nho
quanh do6 nhoa di trong mua, chi con lai nhithg mang mau xam xanh hu éo,
ca dat troi da thanh mot khoang mong lung.
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Gitra khung canh mo mit 4y, Hoang Tt Ha nghe thdy giong Ly Thu Bach
nhv gan nhu xa: “Vi Tuyén u?”

Hoang T Ha lang thinh, do dan nam chat can 6 ding canh y, khong néi
khong rang. Tuy can 6 kha rong, nhung c6 chi mai che cho y, nita nguoi
sau da bi mua tat wét sting. Co khé run, ban tay cam 6 siét chat, cac dot
ngon tay trang béch ra, nhwng van khang khang khéng buong 1éng mot ly.

Ly Thu Bach gio tay nam 14y chiéc 6 trong tay Hoang Tt Ha. C6 hoang
mang ngwdc nhin y, song y chi don 1y chiéc 6, nam tay co noi khé: “bi
th6i.”

Duong nhw van chwa y thitc dwgc chuyén gi vira xay ra, Hoang T Ha da bi
Ly Thu Bach kéo di, chi biét ngo ngac nghiéng dau nhin y.
Y che 6 cho c6, thong tha bang qua con dwdng tam ta mwa tudn, dat c6 di

vé phia c6 xe dau & nga tu.

Bdy muoi hai phwong thanh Trwong An nam lang gitta con mwa tam ta, ca
thé gidi 6n ao cling da tr6i xa. Chi con tan 6 cta Ly Thw Bach che ché cho
€0, ngan con mua lai phia ngoai, khong cho phép xam nhap.

Ban tay c6 lanh bu6t mém nhiin, nam yén trong tay y bat dong.

Giong y nhe nhang cit lén giita tiéng mwa x6i xa: “Ba ngay nita, ching ta
len duvong di Thuc.”

Co im lang. Mwa bong don dap thém, tiéng mwa gidi xudng tan 6 ran rat,
nhw danh thic mach suy twdng cua co.

Chang biét bao lau sau, y mé&i nghe thdy giong tram tram ditt quang cua c6
tir tir cat 1én: “Thue ra, khi nguwdi nha qua doi con téi bi quy la hung thu, t6i
cling tirng nghi ngo Vii Tuyén.”
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Ly Thu Bach cti dau nhin co, trong con mwa, dudi tan 6, ho nhw bi cuén
vao mot troi dat khac han thé gidi nay. Co gan trong gang tac, nhung
khoang cach twdng chirng chi can y ctii dau la cham dén, lai xa tan chan
troi, tira h6 con mwa ngap troi dat dé xuong phia c6 hoan toan khong phai
la con mwa dang d6 xuong phia y.

Song y chi khé gat dau: “Ngudi ngoai nhw ta nhin vao, cling thdy tén do6
kha nghi, nhat 1a Iic gat nguwoi di mua ty swong.”

Co0 khé nhoc phéan bua: “Thyc ra... ba nam nay ching t6i da lam thé rat
nhiéu lan, ddy khong phai lan dau, néu Vi Tuyén c6 y ra tay thi can gi phai
doi dén lic do... Ha doc lic nam hét tét dén, chang phai ho hang nha t6i
con tap trung dong du hon sao?”

“Con ntta, nguwoi khang dinh han khong c6 co héi ha doc v?”

“Toi khang dinh.” Giong Hoang T Ha tuy tram, nhwng thot ra chit nao
ranh rot chit nay, “Vi Tuyén c6 chitng cd ngoai pham ré rang. Lan d6 Vi
Tuyén dén nha toi, chi theo t6i ra virdn sau ngat hoa mai, von khong cé kha
nang lai gan nha bép, cang khong thé dong dén bat canh méng dé do dugc.
Luc Vii Tuyén di khdi, con dé d6 c6 khi van con song nhan, bi nhot canh
nha bép.”

Ly Thu Bach tram ngam giay lat r6i héi: “Sau khi han roi nha nguoi thi
sao?”

“Nghe noi la uéng tra dam dao véi ban bé @ rat xa nha toi, hon nita ciing
khong hé bé di gitra chirng.”

“Bai thé han tuyét doi khong c6 kha nang dau doc?”

“Phaéi. Khong c6 thoi gian, khong co6 co hdi, khong cé... dong co.” Co gang
kiém soat hoi thd, hoi lau mdi run ray néi tiép: “Vwong gia cling thay roi
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day, Vii Tuyén la ké lwong thién, thuwong x6t ca dita an may bén duong

N

mad.

Ly Thu Bach givong 0, hai ngwoi ditng lang dwéi mwa. Mwa rao mua ha
x0i xa nhu trit, gié muwa tat w6t vat 4o ca hai.

Nhin guwong mat cti gam cta co6, Ly Thw Bach thinh linh hoi khé: “Néu sau
khi dén Thuc, tat cA manh moi déu da tiéu tan, khong tim duwgc chan twéng
thl nguoi tinh sao?”

Hoang T Ha lang 1é can moi, that lau méi dap: “Trén doi nay, hé co6 ké
lam chuyén xau, nhat dinh sé dé lai dau vét. T6i khong tin thoi gian c6 thé

chon vui toi ac.”

“Pugc.” Ly Thw Bach ciling néi thang, khong chit ngan ngtr: “Ta sé ludon
ding phia sau, ngwoi khong can phan van lo lang, cit thang tay ma lam.”

“Vang...” Co cui dau, hang mi dai che khudt cdp mat trong sdng ma quat
cwong, mot anh nuwdc thodng qua, gan nhuw khong thé nhan thay.

“Pa ta... vuong gia.”

3

Co di co6 lai

Phia tredc 1a anh Itva ngat mat, 1wdi Itta dé rie cubn tro tan 1én, nhw mot
con rong Itta udén lwgn bay t6i, che kin dat troi, dem theo ngon Itta néng ray,
lao thang vé phia Hoang Tt Ha dang ditng m6t minh dwéi dat.

Trong khodnh khac ngon Itra bung 1én bao trum toan than, c6 khong hé sg
hai nham mat, trdi lai con mé to ra, nhin chong choc vao anh Itra chéi loa.
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Ngon ltra hirng huee tir tir diu di, nhwong cho cho ngwoi no xuat hién, ca
nguwoi han dé ryc, mot mau do khién nguwoi ta kinh tam dong phach, nhw ma
ndo dé, nhw san ho mau, nhw dd méau bo cau, dep dé, chéi 16a, nhung day
sat khi.

Han diéng trén cao nhin c6 dau dén trong lita, mim cwdi binh than nhw
thuong, nu cuwdi twoi tan nhw hoa xuan nd rd ay, lic nay trong lai tan nhan
dang sg vO cung.

Than hinh dong déong cua han hoi cti xuéng, nhin c¢d nhu dang nhin mot
con kién sap bi han gi¢i cho mot &m nuwéc séi. Giong lanh lung cia han c
vang vang bén tai c6 nhuv song: “Hoang Tt Ha, ngwoi hoi han réi u?”

Ho6i han roi u?
Ho6i han roi u?

Giong lanh bang no vong di vong lai trong dau c6, khién c6 con dau dén
hon bi Itta thiéu dot, mai t&i khi c6 khong nhin n6i thét 1én, bit chat 14y tai,
bat day thé hong hdc.

MaAy con sé riu rit ngoai song giat ndy vi tiéng hét, voi dap canh phanh
phach bay vt 1én. Chi dé lai nhanh cdy rung rinh hoi lau.

Hoang Tw Ha 6m chan ngoi ngan ra trén giwong, thady mau cudn lén trong
16ng ngwc, cd nguwoi nhu roi vao bong dém tham tham dén choang vang. Co
ha miéng hit thé, doi bong toi tredc mat tan di roi loang choang lan tuwong
do dén bén ban, qud quang tim chén tra ngudi ngat dém qua, uéng trng vc.

Hoi lanh theo ngum tra tr hong tréi xuéng, lan ra khap nguwoi, khién than tri
c6 tinh tdo lai phan nao.

Co6 ngan nguwoi ngoi bén ban, hoi 1au mdi than the quay dau nhin ra ngoai
song.
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Con mua 16n da riva troi hét thay bui bam, qua dém nay, lai la mot ngay he
noéng nuc.

Ciing giong nhw ngay c6 gap Vi Tuyén lan dau.
Vura tdng sang, trong thanh Truong An da nhon nhip huyén nao.

Noi day dan cw dong duc, hoi tu da thit nghé nghiép, nha nha treo lua, vién
vién két hoa, du dat 1énh gidi nghiém ban dém ciling khong 4t dwgc khong
khi phon hoa tap nap ngay dém.

Ma tai noi ndo nhiét nhat ay, dinh diém ndo nhiét khong dau bi dugc Chué
Cam Lau nam & chinh gitta chg Tay Truong An.

Trén Chué Cam Lau, thuong c6 mét ong gia ké chuyén, ngoi gitta dai sanh
dong nghet, thudt lai du thit 16i don ngoai phé dén truyén ky trong thién ha,
chuyén nao chuyén nay ky quai muon phan.

“Nghe n6i ngay mong ba thang Bay nam Pai Trung thit muoi, trdi von
néng birc, van dam khéng mot gon may, nhung dén chiéu, tai Thap Luc
trach, khi dy la noi & ctia dwong kim hoang thwgng, bong c6 van déa may
lanh, rang hong ngan dam boc 1én, cac vi c6 biét diém la nay vi dau ma c6
chang?

Tién sinh ké chuyén ct thao thao ndi, lai dang ké mot cau chuyén hoang
duwong.

Hoang Tw Ha ngoi bén lan can tang hai, tay trai cam thia, tay phai cam diia
tre, nhin xuéng ngudi ké chuyén kia, song anh mat lai mo mang nhw dang

nghi tan dau dau.

ChuTw Tan ngoi déi dién bén gio diia go nhe 1én mu ban tay c6.
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Hoang T Ha dinh than lai, doi mat nhin sang gwong mat Chu T Tan:
“Lam gi thé?”

Chu T Tan by boi tritng mat véi c6: “Cong cong lam gi thi 6, noi 1a moi
ta an com, thé ma c ngo6i than ngwoi ra.”

Lic nay, trong Chué Cam Lau hét sitc 6n ao, khach khita thich nhat 1a hong
hét may chuyén hoang dudng, c6 nguwoi héi 16n: “Nam Pai Trung thi
muoi, ha chang phai nam sinh Pong Xwong cong chia uv?”

“Pung thé!” Nguoi ké chuyén thay c6 nguwdi 1én tiéng, tire thi tiép 16i: “Lai
ban dén Boéng Xuwong cong chua, sinh ra diing ngay may lanh rgp trdi, song
tir &y khong hé no6i nang, mai dén nam 1én bon, ma&i dot ngot mé miéng noéi
‘song dwoc’. Bay gio, hoang thugng, ltic ay van la Van vueong, con dang
kinh ngac, thi d6i nghi treong nghénh tiép Nguoi dang co da dén cira.
Hoang thugng van luon thap thém khong yén vi tién hoang mai khong lap
thai ti, dén lic &y méi dam chac, 1an nay qua that séng duwgc r6i! T bdy,
hoang thwong yéu Pong Xuwong cong chida nhw bdo bdi, nang tritng hitng
hoa!”

Hoang Tw Ha chang thich thu gi cau chuyén hoang duwong nham nhi nay,
vira doi mat khoi dam dong bén dwdi, thi liéc thay may ngwdi cach dé
khong xa dang twavao lan can nghe chuyén, khong hen ma cung quay sang
bao ké béen canh: “A Vi, dang noi tGi phu nhan cong chua cua huynh do.”

Nguoi no 1a mot thanh nién tuan td, chirng ngoai hai mwoi, cdp mat nghiém
trang thap thoang nét chan chwong it thay & tudi thanh xuan. Han chong
trdn cau may cuoi tri: “DPwgc roi, toi phai di day, sap dén gio Ngo mat roi.”

No6i doan han quay lai ban cam chén canh da rwgu uéng can, lai gio ong tay
ao 1én ngwri ngwi, roi hoi ha tr biét moi nguwoi, 1at dat xudng tang.

Pam thanh nién phia sau chi tré cuoi cgt: “Cac nguoi xem, cwdi vo cong
chua c6 hay ho gi dau, nhw Vi pho ma kia moi 1an ra ngoai tu hop, hé uéng
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thém may chén la nom ndp lo sg, nhin ma thwong!”

Hoang T Ha lién tr6 thanh nién dang chay xu6ng tang, héi Chu T Tan:
“Cong tr biét nguwoi kia khong?”

Chu T Tan liéc qua r6i dap: “Ai ma khong biét chit,la Vi Bdo Hoanh, pho
ma cua Bong Xwong cong chia ddy ma.”

Tién sinh ké chuyén van hang say ké: “Dong Xwong cong chia nam ngoai
da thanh hon véi Vi Bao Hoanh, d6 tién si nam Ham Thong thit nam, cta
h6i mon khiéng 1t lwgt dén muwdi dam, nao treéng Lién Chau, rém Khudc
Han, man Sat Sat, chan Than Ti, déu la tran bdo hiém thay, qua la déc hét
cta bau trong quoc khd ma! Pha dé cong chda & phé Quang Hoa, con ghép
vang bac lam thanh giéng, 1ay to vang dan thanh r6 ra, pha 1é doi moi bat
bao xép thanh giwong, vat dung déu lam bang ngoc ngii sac, twdng vang
vach ngoc, 16ng lay hon ca nha vang Han Vii D€ xay cho Tran A Kiéu nam
xual”

DPai Buwong hién gio dwong thinh théi dua xa hoa, hon 1é ctia Pong Xwong
cong chua du dé ngwoi trongkinh x6n xao ban tan dén tan bay gio. Moi
ngwoi hang say binh pham cac mén héi mon nghe don c6 gia lién thanh,
nhat thoi, ca Chué Cam Lau 6n ao nhw chg vo

“Song trong tat ca nhitng mén tran bao ay, Pong Xwong cong chua thich
nhat la cay tram cttu loan. Cay tram nay déo tir mot khoi ngoc thién nhién
chin mau, cwe ky quy hiém, chin con loan m6i con m4t mau, bay lwgn xung
quanh, rap ron chéi loi, 1a bau vat hiém thay, bang tram van lang vang trong
quoc khé! Cong chia cat ky n6 trong kho, khéa chat may 16p, tran quy vo
cung, khong dé gi dem ra dung dau...”

Cudi cung, Hoang T Ha cling khong ngan noi tinh to mo, budt miéng héi:
“L0oi nay la that hay gia day? Caa héi mon ciia Bong Xwong cong chua da
vét sach quoc kho roi a?”
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“Chwa vét sach, nhung nghe noi cling gan gan thé.” Chu T Tan vira cam
cui an vua than van: “Ga Vi Bao Hoanh kia dung 1a c6 phuc ba doi! Nam
xtra lic theo hoc ¢ Quoc T Giam, han toan cung ta trén hoc di tim tritng
chim vaéi bat lvon day thoi! Ai ngg veé sau lai do tién si, con cudi dwgc cong
chtia, lam Han 1am hoc si, Trung thue xa nhan, gio da la Binh bo thi lang

r6i! Con ta...”

No6i doan bén v& vit lam bd dau khé muon chét, nhung Hoang Tt Ha chang
thém dém xia: “Cong ti chang phai sap dén Thuc, thwe hién ly twéng cude
doi u?”

“Pung thé, dé6 mai la y nghia cudc doi ta!” Chu T Tan 1ap titc hao hitng
vung diia thao thao: “Oi chao, c6 chuyén nay mudn ban bac véi cong cong
mot chit, vé sau danh vi cua ta sé la ‘bo khoai ngu phong, ngo tac kham
t’, cong cong thay thé nao?”

“Chang ra sao ca.” Hoang T Ha khong con gi dé ndi.
“Khong thi... ‘phung chi mo6 thay’?”
Khée moi Hoang Tt Ha hoi gian giat.

“Bat luan tén gi, nghe ciing hay hon ca doi khim na khiim ndm doi may
chir ‘pho ma gi gi do’, ding khong?”

“Cong tir khong thich, khac c6 ca dong ngwoi chen nhau v dau dé tranh, lo
cai gi?” Hoang Tt Ha khinh bi nhin ga.

Bén duwdi lai nghe giong tién sinh ké chuyén sang sang: “Cac vi, nhac dén
Pong Xwong cong chia, cac vi c6 biét hdom qua & chua Tién Phiic xdy ra
mot viéc bao tng, troi giang sam sét danh chét ngwoi chang?”

Moi ngudi bén dwdi nhat loat 6 1én, c6 ké 16n tiéng hoi: “Ké bi sét danh
chét ¢ chua Tién Phic hém qua, cé lién quan tGi Pong Xwong cong chia
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ll,‘?”

“Pung thé! Thoi thiéu khanh & Pai Ly Tw da sai nguoi tra rd, ké no chinh
la Nguy Hy Man, hoan quan trong phti cong chia. Y 1a mot trong nhitng
ngwoi hau ha bén canh cong chua, 1an nay bi sét danh chét, Pong Xwong
cong chua cling hét sirc kinh ngac, chang ro tai sao canh minh lai xuat hién
mot ké hung ac dén noi bi troi danh chét nhw thé nita.”

“Tién sinh ké chuyén ciing nhay tin gém nhi.” Hoang T Ha lam bam.

Chu T Tan dwong duwong ty dac: “Chit con gi, tin tic cia ho déu lay tw
bao nhiéu cai miéng khap pho 16n ngd nhé ay. Co diéu ta cling thé thoi, tw
lau da gdy dung duwgc quan hé tét véi nguwdi ctia Pai Ly Ty réi. Ta noéi cho
cong cong nghe nhé, t6i qua ta vira moi dwgc tin ndi bo vé vu nay day!”

Hoang T Ha dang trung trung tam sy, nhuwng van hoi: “Tin mat gi ca?”

“Tén Nguy Hy Man nay, tit nhé da dwgc phai dén hau ha bong Xwong
cong chua, c6 thé néi la tan tuy trung thanh nhw mét con ché, cong chiia chi
dau thi danh ddy. Bai thé, khi biét y bi sét danh chét, Pong Xwong cong
chuia n6i gian dung dung, nita dém con dich than dén pha Théi thiéu khanh,
néi la héi rd nguyén nhan cai chét, thyc ra la gia tang ap luc, budc thiéu
khanh phdi gidi quyét vu nay that nhanh.”

“Gidi quyét thé nao? Xét tinh hinh ¢ d6 hom qua, cting c6é kha nang troi
giang sam sét ngau nhién lam chét ngwoi ma.”

“Thi thé, nén Bong Xwong cong chiia con mot yéu cau nita, la hién gio ca
kinh thanh déu no6i ngudi bén canh cong chia hung ac tot cung, bi troi danh
chét, bdi vay Thoi thiéu khanh phai mau dwa ra mét dap an, dé khéi lam
hoen 6 thanh danh pht cong chuia.”

“Chang trach hom qua vira nghe néi c6 lién quan dén Bong Xwong cong
chia, mat Thoi thiéu khanh xdm ngoét nhu tro tan.” Hoang T® Ha nhiu
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may, “Bit miéng thé gian con kho6 hon bit dé v, du la Bong Xwong cong
chia dwgc hoang thwong sung ai nhat, cling dau thé quan dwgc miéng tiéng
nguoi doi.”

“Cong cong xem, chang phai da nhon nhao ca kinh thanh réi ddy sao?” Chu
T Tan nhuin vai: “R06 rang la mét vu khong thé tra xét, lai ndy ra cong
chua khang khang doi rira sach ti trang cho tén hoan quan bén minh,
chuyén nay roi vao tay ai cting la ca khoai nong ray thoi.”

Hoang Tt Ha chang tiép 161, ma hoi sang chuyén khac: “Lan tredc nho
cong tr viéc ctia Trwong Hang Anh ban t6i d6, gio da cé sap xép gi chwa?”

“Ay... Ping lam mat hitng thé chi®, &n xong roi néi di ma, bang khong
cong cong moi ta an com co khac gi la nho va ta dau.”

“La that day, toi la hoan quan hang bét, liwong bong mot thang chi c6 hai
lang, néu khong phai nho va cong t, ty dwng bé ra may lang mdi cong ti
dén Chué Cam Lau an com lam gi?” Hoang T Ha chang bu6n quanh co,
néi thang luén: “Chuyén nay phai nhanh 1én, hon nita, con phai that nhanh
vao! Vi hai ba ngay nita t6i phai theo vieong gia dén Thuc r6i.”

Pén lic dob cd sé bi cuén vao vu an oan ctia nguwdi nha, lam gi con thoi gian
lo cho Trwong Hang Anh nita?

Chu T Tan hao sang vo nguc: “DPugc, thé nay di, Binh tao tham quan sy
Hita Tung Van thudc Ta Kim Ngo6 Vé la ban than cua ta, cé hen ta chiéu

mai dan Truweong Hang Anh dén bao danh. Ta bao dam, chi can TrweongHang
Anh dén la dvgc nhan.”

Hoang Ttw Ha thd phao: “Tot lam, néu viéc thanh, vé sau gap nhau & Thuc,
toi lai moi cong tr an com.”

“Néu khong thanh thi sao?”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Thi non bita hom nay ra tra to6i.”

San phoi thuéc ctia Boan Thuy Pudng, tiém thudc lirng danh kinh thanh,

cling khac han nhitng tiém binh thuwdng. Trén khodnh san rong bay san sat
hét nong nay dén nong kia, nhin nhw vay ca. Trén nong xép day nhitng vi

thudc da thai.

Truwong Hang Anh ditng gitta dam nong, bung mot chiéc duwong kinh dén
bdy thwéc 1én xb6c x6c, dé duoc liéu duge déu nang. Dang dap ga cao 16n,
lye tay lai khée, may chiéc nong tre lan lwgt dugc x6c tung 1én, mui thudc
nong nong toa ra.

Thay ga di qua di lai gitta nhitng hang nong bay day san, xéc tirng chiéc

mot, cang di cang xa, Hoang Tt Ha v0i 1én tiéng goi: “Trwong nhi ca!”

Truwong Hang Anh ngoanh lai trong thay hai nguwdi, ngd ngang héi: “Hai vi
la...”

Trewong Hang Anh cham cham nhin ¢6 héi 1au, méi a 1én, tré c6 lap bap néi:
“La, la Hoang...”

“BPung thé, toi t¢i hoan trd huynh mén ng an tinh day.” Hoang T Ha hap
tap cat 16i Trwong Hang Anh, con nhan manh vao chit “hoan”, doan néi
tiép, “Thang trudc nhd Triwong nhi ca gitp toi vao thanh, lai hai huynh sa
vao budc dwong nay. Thé nén hom nay t6i tdi dé tra on, gidi thiéu cho
huynh mot cong viéc.”

Trwong Hang Anh liu ca luwdi vi kinh ngac: “Huynh...”

“T6i la Duwong Sung Co6 day ma! Huynh dirng néi huynh vira gitip xong da
quén béng t6i roi nhé!” Hoang T Ha ra sitc dwa mat ra hiéu cho ga.

Bay gio Trwong Hang Anh mdi swc hiéu, hién gio c6 1a toi pham bi truy na
toan quoc, duwong nhién khong thé dé 16 than phan thyc. Nhung trong chdc
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lat ga van chwra tiép nhan noi s thire, ¢ ngdy ra nhin c6, may maéc noi
theo: “O 6, 1a Dwong Stng C6 a... Hién gi® huynh &...”

“Gio toi dang la thudc ha caa Quy virong, ngac nhién khong?” Hoang Tw
Ha lién dap, thay vé sitng so ctia ga, c6 1ap titc chuyén chi dé sang ngudi
khac, chi vao Chu Tt Tan bén canh: “Vi nay la Chu T Tan, tiéu cong t
nha Chu thij lang & bo Hinh.”

Chu T Tan von tinh niém nd, v6i chap tay chao Trwong Hang Anh:
“Trwong nhi ca! Tuy chwa gap mat, nhung ta da nghe Sung Co ké vé huynh
rat nhiéu. Sung Co ké rang huynh nghia khi ngét troi, trung hiéu gan da,
thanh thyc nhiét tinh... ai da!”

Pang noéi dé cau, Chu T Tan da bi Hoang Tw Ha giam cho mat cai. Cé
diéu ga la ké chang né tiéu tiét, tiép tuc thao thao: “Huynh yén tam, viéc
ctia Sung Co ciing la viéc cta ta, chuyén nay ct dé ta lo, ta sé lam dén noi
dén chon...”

Chang dgi ga ditt 10i, canh ctra can nha nho canh san phoi da bat mé, mot
ong gia tho dau ra quat 16n: “Léo nhéo cai gi thé! Trwong Hang Anh, con
khong mau di ddo thuoc? Néu khong phoi kip thi tiém thudc 1dy dau ma
dung?”

Truwong Hang Anh 14t dat vang da r6i cti xudng bung mot nong tre 1én, tiép
tuc x6c thuoc.

Chu T Tan nhin san nong thuéc ménh mong, nghi hodc héi: “Trwong nhi
ca, noi nay chi c6 minh huynh a? Mot minh huynh phai x6c toan bo nhitng
nong thuéc nay moi ngay mét lan?”

Trewong Hang Anh lac dau, vira dat nong thudc trong tay xuong, bung mot
nong khac lén, vira dap: “Khéng, bon lan co. Sang hai chiéu hai.”

“Thé thi cd ngay huynh chang lam dwgc gi, chi dao thudc ciing hét ngay!”
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“Chwa hét.”Treong Hang Anh rut ré bo sung,“Con phai thai thudc, xay
thudc, gia thudc, sao thudc, say thudc, luyén thudc té... Toi lai Ié mé,
thwong khong lam xué viéc sw phu giao, nén sang sang déu phai day sém,
toi lai phdi thitc khuya.”

“Cha huynh t6t xdu gi cting la dai phu ng6i quay, sao khong dé cho huynh
mot it?”

Trewong Hang Anh bu6n ba lac dau: “Cha t6i gia cd 6m yéu, khong dén ngoi
bat mach chan bénh dwoc nita, gio diy Poan Thuy Puwdng chiu nhan t6i,
cho t6i viéc lam la t6t 1am roi.”

Miéng noi, tay ga van thoan thoat khéng ngirng, trong lic tro chuyén da
x6c thém dwgc ba bén nong nita.

Nhung Chu T Tan khang khang kéo tay ga, “Ding x6c nita, di théi! Dén
ta nhin cling ngita mat nita la, Poan Thuy Buwong thue boc 16t nguwdi ta qua

»
!

lam
Truwong Hang Anh voi giat 1dy nong thudc suyt dé up: “bi... di dau cg?”

Thdy chang ai dém xia dén minh, 6ng lao canh do6 noéi cau: “Truwong Hang
Anh! Lam t té vao! Khéng lam xong thi dirng trach ta téng c6 ngwoi di!”

“Tong co cai gi chit? N6i cho ma biét, khong lam nita dau!” Chu T Tan
kéo Truwong Hang Anh quay ngoat ngudi di thang: “Ta Kim Ngo Vé con
dang dogi huynh &y, ai ranh ma ding day nghe 1o lém bém?”

Ong ldo vénh rau tron mét: “Ta Kim Ngo Vé a! Pua a! Ké vao duogc chd dé
khong giau ciling sang, thang nhai nay dwa vao cai gi chi?”

“Ta Kim Ngb Vé can huynh ay, lao quan dugc a?”
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Chu T Tan ném lai mot cau, chang buon nhin ldo: “Dgi Trwong nhi ca lam
& do hai ba nam roi chuyén sang quan Than Sach cho lao tic chét luén!”

Ong gia qua that sdp bi choc cho tic chét: “Piing 1a mo giita ban ngay!
Trwong Hang Anh, nguoi di thi dung hong quay lai!”

Trewong Hang Anh 16 vé do dv, song Hoang Tw Ha da thay mat ga sang 1én,
chiéc nong trén tay cudi cung ciing bi vitt xudng.

“Pugc r6i, n6i mot cau thoi, di hay khong?” ChuTw Tan vo vai Truong
Hang Anh, nghiém nhién coi ga la huynh dé: “Huynh dang voc thé nay, khi
phach thé ay, khong vao quan Than Sach ding la ton that ctia ho!”

‘(Bi' »

Binh tao tham quan sy Hita Tung Van thudc Ta Kim Ngo6 Vé von hao sang
phong khoang, lai quen Chu T Tan tir nhd, di nhién hét sttc than thiét.

Han hoi han Triwvong Hang Anh may cau, biét dwoc ga tirng & trong doi nghi
trrong ctia phu Quy vueong, bén hoi: “Ngudi bén canh Quy viong déu la
ngan ngwoi chon mot, nguwoi da dwgc tuyén, at la cuyc ky xuat sac, sao lai rit
ra?”

Trwong Hang Anh con dang ngap ngung thi Hoang Tir Ha da cudp 10i:
“Trwong nhi ca xui xéo, dang theo doan ho tong thi dau bung, rét lai phia
sau, khong may bi phat hién, nén bi du6i ra.”

Hwa Tung Van nhin Hoang Tt Ha hoi: “Cong cong day 1a?”

“La Dwong Sung C6 Duong cong cong cua pht Quy virong, ngwoi than tin
bén canh vwong gia.” Chu Tw Tan dap.

Hita Tuing Van khong gidu vé kinh ngac: “O! L& nao chinh 1a Duong cong
cong da pha duwgc an Bon phurong va an Quy vieong phi? Dung la that 1€,
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that 1é roi!”

Trewong Hang Anh bén canh ciing gat dau lia lia, nhin Hoang T Ha day
nguong mo.

Chu T Tan néi nhw dinh déng cot: “Pung thé, Sung Co rat 1gi hai, chi thua
Hoang T Ha than twgng cua t6i thoi!”

Hoang Tw Ha thay rd nu cuwdi ctia Trwong Hang Anh cing lai, danh khiém
ton dap: “Pau cé, dau cé, an may thoi ma.”

Hita Tung Van gio tay vo bom bdp vao lung Trieong Hang Anh, khién ho
Truong dang ditng thang nguai bi han vo cho suyt thi non ca phai ra.

“Pa c6 hai vi bao lanh, huong ho ban dau ga tirng vao dwgc doi nghi trrong
ctia phu Quy Vuong, chac sitc khée va gia canh khong van dé gi. Thé nay
di, Ta Kim Ngo6 Vé hiém nguwoi nhat, ta tam xép nguoi vao bén do trudc,
thang dau theo moi ngudi di lai xem xét, néu khong c6 van dé gi thi thang
sau bdo cho Vwong d6 ty roi chinh thitc vao danh séach, thé nhé.”

Lan nay, du c6 bi vo cho nén hét ca tim gan phéo phoi, Trrong Hang Anh
cling cam long. Ga xuic dong dén noéi ndi khong nén 10i, cit ding do ra do
Cuoi ngay ngo.

Hoang Tt Ha ciing thd phao nhe nhom, xwa nay c6 van canh canh ay nay
v6i Treong Hang Anh, 1an nay gitup dugc ga, c6 méi yén long vé Thuc,
khong cam thady mac ng nguwdi khac nita.

Ban bac xong xu6i, Chu T Tan lai goi may doi trudng ctia Ta Kim Ngo
Vé lai, ria cad bon dén quan riegu danh chén, ga maoi.

Hoang T Ha va Trwong Hang Anh déu ngheo rét mung toi, dwong nhién
khong dam tranh vé&i ga cong tir an choi ay, kéo bita rigu nay lai phai ban
than tra no.
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Ciing chang biét 1a may hay rui, ca ddm vira kéo ra ctra thi dung phai
Vuwong Uan.

“Vuong huynh!”
“Vuong do uy!”

Ai ndy déu nhao nhao chao héi, lai thdy phia sau y con mot nam ti tuan td,
chinh 1a pho ma Vi Bao Hoanh, bén lii Iwgt budc 1én tham kién, ké chao
pho ma, ngwdi chao Vi thi lang, ngoai ctra nha mén bong 6n a han lén.

Vi Bao Hoanh rét céi ma, twoi cudi gat dau chao tatcd. Vuwong Uan liéc
Hoang T Ha, cudi héi: “Tw Tan dan Dwong cong cong dén co viéc gi
khong?”

Chu T Tan voi kéo Truong Hang Anh chay dén: “T6i nghe néi bén Hira
dai ca thiéu nguwdi, bén tién c* mot vi. Pay la Trwong Hang Anh, gia thé
thanh bach, than thi nhanh nhen, huynh xem, dién mao cting la tram nguoi
chon mot, lai quen biét Sung Co6, nhat dinh lam duwgc. Hita dai ca ndi ¢ tht
thach mot thang, néu dugc sé bao 1én huynh, dén lic dé phai nhd Vwong
huynh dé mat nhiéu r6i!”

“La Duwong Sung Co gidi thiéu u?” Vuwong Uan nam ngay dugc mau chot
van deé.

Chu T Tan nao biét dugc an oan gitta hai nguwoi, twoi cudi gat dau.
Trwong Hang Anh ciling hoi hop hanh 1€ v6i VuongUan.

Nao ngo, y gio tay ngan lai réi néi: “T® Tan, von di Hia doi trudng da
nhan 10i gitr ga lai, ta khong tién y kién, xwa nay ta cling khong can thiép
vao viéc tuyén chon cac huynh dé. Nhung chuyén cua vi huynh dai nay, e
rang khong dugc dau.”
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Nghe vay, Chu T Tan sitng so. Nhitng ngudi khac cling khong ngd Vwong
Uan lai n6i ra mot cau gay cut hitng nhuw thé, ai ndy dwa mat nhin nhau.

Thay vay, Vuong Uan thoang 16 nu cwoi: “Khéng phaéi c6 y lam kho vi
huynh dai nay, c6 diéu cac vi cling biét day, ta sap dugc diéu sang Ta Kim
Ngb6 Veé r6i. Nhan khi nham chitc, ta dinh dat ra mot tiéu chuan cho Ta Kim
Ngo Vé, vira c6 thé khao nghiém t6 chat tan binh, lai khong lam tén thuong
hoa khi, tiéc la chwa kip ban bac véi cac vi.”

Ta Kim Ngo Vé dung la c6 ké chi biét 1én ngwa, nhung nho lan 10n may
nam, lai dwa vao quan hé va gia nhap. Lic nay, nghe n6i Vwong Uan c6
bién phéap sang loc tan binh, lai khong lam ton thwong hoa khi, moi ngwoi
déu nhao nhao gdng héi.

Vuwong Uan quan sat Treong Hang Anh ttr trén xudng duwéi, dé y ky hai ban
tay ga: “Co vét han cwong, chac la biét cwdi ngwa, han cling biét chai kich
cuc chw ha?”

Kich cic chinh la tro ma cau(*) rat thinh hanh trong hoang that Dai Buong,
Truwong Hang Anh dwong nhién biét, bén gat dau.

(*) Ma cau: mot tro choi, twong tw nhu polo ngay nay, ngwoi choi chia lam
hai d6i, moi bén giit m6t cau mon, cac cau tha déu cudi ngwa, dung mot
chiéc gdy can dai dé danh béng, ai danh bong vao cau mén doi phwong thi
ghi diém.

“Ké gioi kich ctc, khoi ban dén than thu trén ngwa duwdi dat, tai cwdi ngra
at cling phai xép hang dau. Chi bang sang mai cac vi kiém may nguwoi hop
lai thanh mot d6i, Ta Kim Ngo Vé ciling triéu tap may tén gidi kich cuc, ti
thi mot tran, vira khong ton thwong hoa khi, lai c6 thé khdo nghiém than thu
Trwong huynh dé, Tt Tan thay sao?”

Vuwong Uan vira ditt 101, moi ngudi déu vo tay khen hay. No6i cling bang
thtra, 101 thugng cap noi ra, ai ddm khong phu hoa? May cau nhv “Do uy
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cao minh”, “nhin xa trong rong”, “giai quyét moi lo cho Ta Kim Ngé Vé”
rao rao tuodn ra khéng biét nguong.

Vuwong Uan van cuoi twoi nhu gié xuan, nhin Treong Hang Anh va Hoang
T Ha: “Moi ngudi déu tan thanh, vay gio Mao ngay mai, xin cho cac vi.”

“Pau ra cdi ly dé! Tén khén Vwong Uan, hang ngay xung huynh goi dé,

dén lic can kip lai pha héng viéc cia ching ta!”

Trén duong vé, Chu T Tan dan bon ho qua xem bai kich ctic ctia Ta Kim
Ngo6 Vé. Ga dirng chong nanh ngoai ria san, nhin vao bai cat bang phang,
khong giau vé ham hurc.

“Ai chang biét han sap dugc diéu sang Ta Kim Ngo Vé, quan méi nham
chitc ba ngon Itra(*) chang phai danh chinh ngon thuan, ty dwng lai ndy ra
chu y vé van nay!”

(*) Y néi quan vién méi nhadm chitc, &t phai 1am vai ba viéc c6 1gi cho dan
ching trueée da. “Ba ngon Itva” ¢ day y chi ba viéc lam dau tién, phai ryc
rd, thu hut sy chi y nhw ngon Itva thap 1én vay.

Truwong Hang Anh ngdp ngirng gop 10i: “Nhung... nhung toi thdy Vwong do
Uy noi ciing c6 ly, Ta Kim Ngo Vé chtic vu trong dai, sat hach nghiém ngat
cling phai thoi...”

“Huynh con chwa vao Ta Kim Ngo Vé, dirng ditng ngay vé phe Vuong do
uy nhu thé chit!” Chu Tw Tan dang titc ma khong biét trit vao dau: “Huynh
c6 biét tai kich ctic ctia dam Téa Kim Ngo Vé c6 thé coi la hang dau kinh
thanh khong? Moi nam cac nha moén trong kinh thi kich ctc, Ta Kim Ngo
Ve luon gianh dvgc quan quan. Huynh noi xem, mot thwong dan nhw
huynh, di dau tim dwgc nguoi 1ap doi cung huynh danh day? Tran nay thua

»
!

chéc chit con gi nita

Thua chac u?
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Trewong Hang Anh ngan ngudi ra.

“Ciing khong bao la thua thi khong cho huynh vao nita, nhing néu ching ta
khong danh dwgc mot tran ra hon dé ho xem, thi kha nang lam kho dé
huynh sé cang cao.” Chu Tw Tan tré tay héi: “Mot doi kich ctc it nhat ciing
phai nam ngudi. Sung Co biét choi kich ctic khong?”

Hoang Tw Ha gat dau: “T6i ting choi roi.”
“Hang Anh, huynh thi sao?”
Truwong Hang Anh gat dau: “To6i cling choi r6i.”

“Con thiéu hai nguwoi...” Chu Tt Tan ngoi thup xudng goc liéu canh bai
kich ctc, gap ngon tay rau 1 tinh, “Goi ai dugc nhi... BDé xem xem may ké
gidi kich ctc c6 tiéng nhat trong kinh...”

“Chieu veong gia.” Hoang Tt Ha budt miéng.

Chu T Tan gat dau: “Khong sai, Chiéu vieong choi kich cic rat gioi, c6
diéu nguoi thwong ai ma moi noi gia? Pirng néi maoi, ngay ca gap mat con
kho, ca ngay Chiéu veong dau co & trong phu...”

Chang doi ga n6i xong, Hoang T Ha da vin lan can, tung nguwdi nhdy vao
bai cau trwdc mat.

Tran cau trén bai vira két thic, cat bui van bay mu mit. Song c6 xam xam
bang qua man bui dat nhw khong thdy, chay thang vé cho nghi & phia doi
dién.

Nghe tiéng chan chay dén, hai ngudi dang chon gy kich ctic ngoénh lai.
Trong mat Chu Tw Tan suyt nita rét ra ngoai.

“Chiéu vuong? Sao... sao lai khéo thé, con ca Ngac vieeong nita?”
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Hoang Tt Ha khom ngwoi thi 1€ véi Chiéu vieong Ly Nhué, Chu T Tan
ding dang xa khéng nghe dwgc ho néi gi, chi thdy Chiéu veeong cudi cwoi
gat dau, roi dua cay gay kich ctc trong tay cho co.

Hoang Tt Ha mot tay cam gay, mot tay dat thét ngwa canh dé, tung ngudi
nhady lén ngwa. Chiéu veong cling nhay 1én mot thét ngwa khac, hai nguoi
nhin nhau roi dong loat thiic ngwa chay nhw bay vé phia qua cau dang nam
tro troi gitra san.

Chu T Tan véi va tit ngoai vao, dén gan Ngac vrong Ly Nhuan dang
ditng mot bén cwoi quan sat, hoi: “Ngac veong, bon ho... lam gi vay?”

Ly Nhuan cuoi dap: “Duong cong cong danh cudc véi Chiéu veong, xem
ai danh dwgc cau vao truedce.”

Sao ty dung Dwong Sung Co lai danh cudc véi Chiéu vieong? Chu T Tan
van con ngo ngac, lai héi: “Cudc cai gi?”

“Chura giao hen, chi bao néu thang thi Chiéu veong phéi nhan 16i mot
viéc.”
Chu T Tan phi cudi: “Sao Duwong céng cong dam chac thang?”

“Néu khong phai han phach 16i nhw thé, doi nao Chiéu virong dap (tng mau
man vay? Nguoi cling biét Chiéu virong khong chiu dugc 16i khich bac

N

mad.

Trong khi hai ngudi tro chuyeén, hai thGt ngwa mot trai mot phai da xong
dén bén qua cau, nhanh nhen vo cung, gan nhu chay dén cung lic.

Hai cay gay kich cuc dong thoi vung 1én, gay cta Chiéu vieong nham thang
vao bén dudi qua cau, con gay cia Hoang Tt Ha ntta dwong lai doi hwdng,
danh thang vao gay cia Chiéu vuong.
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Hai cay gay dap vao nhau danh “cach”. Hoang Tt Ha khong thé chan ding
thé danh ctia Chiéu vuiong, song cling lam gidm lyc danh it nhiéu. Trong
khoanh khac Chiéu virong mai nhin theo trai cau bay ra, c6 da thiic ngwa
chay vé phia cau dang roi xuong.

Qua cau roi xuéng cach cau mon khong xa. Chu Tt Tan tham than nguy
hiém, suyt nita la bi Chiéu virong danh cau vao roi.

Moi ngudi déu dogi c6 danh cau vé phia cau mén Chiéu virong, ban than ga
cling ghim cwong ditng nguyén tai chd, gio gay tré c6 cudi noi: “Duong
cong cong, thic ngwa qua day nao! Ta mudn xem xem nguoi cé thé...”

Lo con chwa didt, ga bong thidy c6 cwoi véi minh, réi khom nguwoi vung cay
gay trong tay 1én, danh thang vao trai cau.

“BOp” mot tiéng, qua cau bay veo vao ludi, roi xuéng cau mon sau lung co

Nhitng nguoi ditng xem déu tron mat kinh ngac, khong hiéu c6 pha cau
mon cua minh la y gi.

Trai lai, Hoang Tw Ha hén hé thiic ngwa chay vé phia Chiéu vieong cuoi
héi: “Chiéu veong gia, vira roi ching ta chi ndi ai danh cau vao trude 1a
thang, dau giao hen cau mon nao thudc vé ai dau?”

Chiéu veeong citng hong: “Dwong cong cong, danh cau vao lwdi minh cling
tinh u?”

“Tht nhat, khi ndy chiing ta khong hé phan dinh dau 1a cau mon cta ai, nén
cau mon sau luwng no tai cling khong thé tinh la cta n6 tai dugc, ding
khong nao? Thit hai, ai bdo nd tai kém coi, tai nghé khong bang nguoi, dé
moi Chiéu vuong gia ra tay twong trg, danh gié ha sach, 1gi dung so hé cua
gia vay?” Co vira néi vira cudi twoi tan, du bay tro x6 14, trong van kha ai
vO ngan, khién Chiéu virong vira buon cwoi vira bure, khong nhin dugc
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vung gay tét nhe vao mong con ngwa co cudi, pha 1én cuwoi: “Dang ghét
qua, dam lwa ca ban vuong.”

Hai ngudi da phan thang bai, Chiéu virong lai dang vui, bén thiic ngwa chay
ra ngoai san nghi.

“Tw Tan cling dén a? Con tiéu t kia la ai vay?”
Chiéu vuong tré Treong Hang Anh hoi.

Chu T Tan vdi thwa: “La ban ctaa ching t6i, lan nay mu6n xin vao Ta Kim
Ngo6 Vé, khong ngo lai gap chuit rac ro6i.”

Chieu vuong quay sang cuoi hoi Hoang Tt Ha: “Vay ra nguoi tim ta danh
cudc la vi ga u?”

“Xin Chiéu veong gia tha t6i!” Hoang Tw Ha nhat nhat thuat lai moi
chuyen.

Nghe néi la ddu kich ctc véi Ta Kim Ngé Vé, Chiéu virong noi hitng:
“Hay day! Lan nay ta phai gitp cac ngwoi danh bai dam Téa Kim Ngo V§,

day cho chiing biét, ai méi 1a cao tha kich ctic dé nhat kinh thanh! A phai,
phe ta con nhitng ai?”

Hoang T Ha tré minh, Treong Hang Anh, Chu T Tan.

“Thém ca ta m6i dugc bon thdi a?” Anh mét Chiéu virong ditng & Ngac
vrong Ly Nhuan.

Ly Nhuan cuoi guong: “Chuyén nay...”

“Chuyén nay chuyén kia gi nita, That ca a, con thiéu mot chan thoi, huynh
di hay khong?”

“Thi di vay.”
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Hom sau, vira tdng sang, Hoang Tt Ha da bi tiéng chim riu rit ngoai song
danh thuec.

Suwc nhé ra hém nay cé viéc quan trong, co voi bat day, vé ngay miéng vai
bé ngure that chat, r6i chon m6t bd do tay bé chén mac vao, chay ra san van
dong gan cot.

Sang mua ha, doc hai bén dwong né day hoa thay lap, nhitng doa hoa trang
muot rgp duong, ngat hwong thanh mat.

Ngang qua chuéng ngwa, co swc nhd ra gi do, bén chay dén héi Vwong ba
quan ly dan ngua: “Vuong b4, sang nay t6i muén muwgn Na Phat Sa mét lic
dugc khong?”

“Puoc thoi, vieong gia noi thét ngwa do chiu theo nguwoi roi, mudn cwdi lic
nao ciing dugc.”

“To6t qua! Pa ta Vuong ba!” Cé mirng rd nhay cang 1én, chot nghe thay
Dich Ac bén canh khit miii ron rot, bén ngoanh sang nhin né. Réi s¢ Dich
Ac hi miii vao minh, c6 1ap tie 14y tay bit mdi n6 lai, nhwng khi nhin vao
mét Pich Ac, c6 tic thi nhan ra diém bat thuong. Trong dbi mét to cod cd
caa DPich Ac, in ca béng mot ngwdi cao 16n ran roi.

Hoang Ttw Ha ngap ngirng quay dau lai: “Vuwong gia.”

Ly Thu Bach ding sau cach co chirng ba budc, binh than hoi: “Sang sém
da di dau thé?”

“N6 tai di... dau kich cic véi Téa Kim Ngo Vé.” Hoang Tt Ha xwa nay
khong dam déi ké nay. Tran cau h6m nay vita m& man, at Ly Thw Bach se
rd nhw long ban tay. C6 con phéi nhd y dwa minh vé Thuc, nén chang thé
giau giém duogc y.

“Ta Kim Ngb Vé a... Vuwong Uan sao?” Y nhudng may.
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“Vang, Chu T Tan ciing moi Chiéu vieong Ngac Vuong dén, ching t6i
hop thanh mot doi, dau v6i Vuwong Uan.” Hang tam chwa nhac dén Truwong
Hang Anh vOi.

Ly Thu Bach mot minh gitt may chivc, trong triéu lai nhiéu viéc ban ron,
dau thira thoi gian dé y t6i co, chi “Um” mot tiéng roi dit Pich Ac ra, tung
minh lén ngya.

Hoang Tw Ha thé phao nhe nhom, dang céi day cwong cua Na Phat Sa thi
Ly Thu Bach lai quay dau ngwa, ng6i trén yén nhin xuoéng bao c6: “Dam
nguoi ¢ Ta Kim Ngo Vé xwa nay von tho 16, choi kich ctc cling néi danh
hung ton trong kinh day.”

Hoang Tw Ha gat dau, dwong doan xem y c6 y gi, lai nghe thay y néi that
nhanh, that khé: “Nguwoi... nhé can than, dirng dé bi thwong.”

“Vang.” Co gat dau, ngap nging ngang nhin y.

“Ld nhu bi thwong, ngay lén duong lai phai hodn.”Y buong mot cau giai
thich r6i kéo cwong giuc ngwa quay dau, di thang.

Chi con lai minh Hoang Tt Ha dat Na Phat Sa cham cham di qua con
dwong lat da xanh né day hoa thuy lap, long ngap nhitng hoang mang.

Khi c6 cudi Na Phat Sa chay dén san cau, Treong Hang Anh da ditng mot
minh & ngoai ria.
“Trwong nhi ca.” Co nhdy xudng ngwa, bay gio méi phat hién minh da quén

bang mot viéc, “Huynh khong c6 ngua a?”

“Nha t6i lam sao mua noi ngwa?” Trong Hang Anh ngwong ngung phan
tran, “Thé nén thwong ngay t6i cling chang may khi choi kich ctc, t6i danh
kém lam.”
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“Khong sao, 1an nay ching ta 16i kéo dugc ca Chiéu virong va Ngac vuong,
nguoi cia Ta Kim Ngo Vé bat luan thé nao ciing phai kiéng de. Phan thang
cua bén ta khong nho dau.” Hoang Tt Ha an ui.

“Um, du sao ciing phai da ta huynh va Tt Tan huynh.” Trwong Hang Anh
nhin c6 day cam kich.

Hoang T Ha xua tay: “Khong c6 gi, chiing toi sé khong dé huynh vé Poan
Thuy Buwong chiu kho nita dau.”

“Pung thé, hom nay nhat dinh phai gitup huynh vao duwgc Ta Kim Ngo VE,
sau do dén Poan Thuy Puwong choc lao gia kia titc chét luén.” Giong Chu
T Tan vang 1én tir phia sau. Ga dat ngwa dén, vo vo vao c6 ngua, “Tiéu
Ha, chao héi di.”

Con ngya no lién ngoan ngoan gat dau vaGi hai nguoi.

Nghe thdy tén con ngwa, Hoang Tt Ha bong c6 mot dy cam chang lanh:
“Tiéu Ha u?”

“Pung thé, Ha trong Hoang Tw Ha.” Chu Tw Tan au yém xoa dau ngya
dap.

Hoang T Ha va Trwong Hang Anh lang 1ang nhin nhau, déu trong thay
biéu cdm cam nin trén mat nguoi kia.

Mat troi mua ha vira 1én, ca thanh Trueong An da bat dau nong nuc.

Bén Ta Kim Ngb6 Vé t6i hon tram ngudi, ngoai do iy Vwong Uan, cac doi
tredng nhw Hita Tung Van hau hét déu c6 mat, con thém ca pho ma Vi Bao
Hoanh.

Trong thay bon hoVwong Uan buéc dén cudi hoi: “Cé ba ngwdi cac vi thoi
w? O, chi c6 hai thét ngua, thé thi lam sao thanh mét doi dwoc?”
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Y cudi hét sitc 6n hoa, song Hoang T Ha cang nhin cang thay bt rit. Co
biét rd y ghét minh, tham chi c6 1é con cam han, nhwng ngoai mat van nhe
nhang hoa hoan, hang nguwdi nhu thé méi la dang sg nhat.

Chu T Tan cwoi dap: “Voi gi chi, con hai ngwdi nita, doi lat ho dén, chac
chan huynh sé nhan thua ngay.

“0...” Vuong Uan liéc Hoang Tt Ha roi hoi; “Lé nao 1a Quy vwong gia?”

Chu T Tan chép mat: “Khong phai, nhung cling thira sitc danh bai
huynh.”

“Vay ta chong mat chd xem.” Vuwong Uan cudi cwoi, quay ngudi trd vé
ch6. Chu Tw Tan thoang thdy pho ma Vi Bdo Hoanh dang lau cay gdy trong
tay, thi bu6t miéng “6i” 1én: “Khong phai ch, Vwong Uan ac qua!”

“Sao thé?” Hoang T Ha héi.
“Vi Bao Hoanh cting ra san!”
“Pho ma gidi kich cic lam u?”

“Pau chi gidi! Nam xwa néu khong phai han thé hién xuat sac trong tran
kich clic mong Mot Tét tai cung Pai Minh, mot minh thao ting ca tran dau,
danh bai nam cao thu kich ctic ctia Thé Phon thi dau dwoc hoang thugng
khen ngoi, con lot vao mat xanh Bong Xwongcong chiia?”

“Ac that...” Hoang Tt Ha nhin con “Tiéu HA” ngoan ngoadn nhu mi cta Chu
T Tan, lai nhin Trwong Hang Anh khéng c6 noi thét ngwa, réi nhin xudéng
c6 tay manh dé ctia minh, khong khéi lo lang triéc tran cau sap téi.

Pring ldc c6 dang bé tac thi tir bén ngoai san rd 1én tiéng ho van tué, ra la
hoang dé dan Quach thuc phi va PongXuwong cong chia dén.
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Hoang dé van thwong phuc den, vira budc vao vira cudi néi véi con gai.
Pam cung nhan da tirc toc ké xong ngy toa, Quach thuc phi con ti tay bay
hoa qua diém tam cho hoang dé, hét muc san soc, lai phu ca gam doan lén
ngan bui.

Quaéch thuc phi tudi tac xap xi hoang dé, song vi cham s6c thuong xuyén
nén van day phong van, mat hoa da phan, ndn na hong nhuan twa tran chau.

Dung mao Déng Xwong cong chua rat giong Quach thuc phi, nhwng duwong
nét cing hon, ngli quan nhin cting mo nhat hon me, tuy dang riu rit noi
cuoi cung hoang dé, mat may rang rd, song van khong gidu dwgc vé sac sao
ma mong manh, tya nhw mot 16p bang mong, chi chuce vo tan.

Hoang dé ngoi xuéng, dwa mat nhin quanh réi cwoi noéi: “Nghe néi That de,
Ciru dé cling tham gia tran cau nay, tram bén titc t6c dén ngay! Dung la
viéc trong dai hiém thdy, khong thé bé 16 dugc.”

Hoang dé Dai Puong hau nhu ai cling mé kich ctic, nam xwa Muc Tong
hoang dé mdi gan ba mwai, trong lic choi bi ké hau 16 tay dap tring dau,
dén noi bang ha. Kinh T6éng noi ngoi, lai vi mé tro nay ma mgi mudi tam
tudi da bi hoan quan mwu hai. Nhung phong trao kich ctc trong hoang that
chi c6 tang khong giam, duong kim hoang thugng tuy danh khong gioi
nhwng lai rat thich xem, nhat 1a h6m nay cé hoang than quéc thich tham du,
ngai ben bo ca trieu chinh ma dén.

Moi ngudi nhat loat hanh 1é tham kién hoang dé. Chang r6 c6 phai Hoang
T Ha qua nhay cdm hay khong, song c6 luon cam thay ldc nhin lwét qua
minh, nu cudi cia hoang dé thoang danh lai.

Co 1&, trong thay c6, Nguwoi lai nhé tdi Vuwong hoang hau trong cung Thai
Cuec.

DPoi hoang dé ngoi xuoéng, Chiéu virong va Ngac virong mdi song song
cwdi ngua tién vao gitta vong vay ctia moi ngwoi. Thay ho di vé phia Hoang
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T Ha, Vwong Uan hiéu ngay trg thu ma bon Hoang Tt Ha maoi dén la ai.

Song y van than nhién nhw thuong, tira hé khong hé dé y, chi mim cuwoi tién
lai tham kién hai vi virong gia, n6i may 16i han huyén khach séo, ct chi
phong khoang ty nhién, ca vé kinh nhac pha mirng r& khi trong thay hai
nguoi cling dung do tuyét hao.

Hoang Tw Ha danh lang 1ang cho Na Phat Sa an cé.

Chu T Tan tro trén nhat, thady hai virong gia khong dem theo ngwa dé thay
doi, lién bao thang Vwong Uan: “Vwong huynh, téi c6 chuyén nay mudn
thuwong lwgng, bén ching t6i thiéu mot thét ngwa, chi bang huynh cho
muon di?”

Nguwoi ctia Ta Kim Ngo Vé nghe vay déu cudi tham, vao tran méi mugn
ngwa doi phwong, qua la chuyén la chwa titng cé xwa nay.

Song Vwong Uan chang hé dé tam, van than nhién hao sang nhu trang
thanh gi6 mat, gio tay ra sau lam hiéu:

“Chung ta dem t6i hon muoi thét ngwa kia, T Tan wng con nao thi ¢ 1ay.”

Chu T Tan ciing chang khach sao, tré ngay con ngwa nau cao 16n bén canh
Vi Bdo Hoanh: “Lay thét nay di!”

Vi Bdo Hoanh cuwoi: “T Tan thyce tinh twong qua!”

“Khoi phai néi, ngwra dwgc huynh cham at la tot nhat roi, téi van bai phuc
mat nhin ctia huynh ma.” Dt 101, Chu T Tan ngang nhién dan thét ngwa
nau lai, nhét cvong vao tay Trwong Hang Anh: “Mau lén ngua di, phai lam
quen mot lat.”

Vi Bao Hoanh tuy la pho ma, nhuwng tinh tinh rat thoai mai dé chiu. Han
tién tay dat mot con ngwa den khoe manh canh dé, cuwdi néi: “Doi ngwa thi
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van thang huynh nhv thvong.”

San dau da dugc cao phang, Chiéu vwong Ly Nhué va Vuwong Uan rt
tham, xac dinh phan san ctia do6i bén, roi hai doi bat dau mac do dau. Phe
Hoang T Ha do do, bén kia 4o trang.

4

Nhw gi6 nhu rong

Qua cau to bang nam tay duwgc dat chinh giira san, hai bén trai phai la hai
doi, moi doi nam ngwoi, ghim cwong ditng tridc cau mon cua minh.

L.a co nhé mau do trong tay 1énh quan vtra gio 1én, ngwa cua hai phe 1ap tic
lao vé phia qua cau. Chin luoéng bui titc thi ua vé giita san, chi c6 Na Phat
Sa cia Hoang Tw Ha ding yén, c6 binh than ngoi trén lwng ngwa, & lai hau
phwong quan sat hinh thé.

Nguwa ctia Chiéu veong la tudn ma ngay di ngan dam, xong lén tredc gianh
lay cau. Con ngwa ga cuwdi sdi budce rat dai, khi con cach cau hon hai
trrong, ga da vao thé danh, réi trong mot nhip phi, cay gay trong tay ga
cling vung ra, qua cau bay vut vé phia cau mén doi phwong.

Pho ma Vi Bao Hoanh phan tng cwe nhanh, 1ap tic kéo cuwong ngwa quay
lai phong thu, qua cau dap vao khung cau moén, bat ngwoc trd lai, roi ngay
tredc ngwa ga. Vi Bdo Hoanh vung gay chuyén cho Vwong Uan, Vuong
Uan nhan lic bén phdi cau mén cta déi phwong bo trong, lién x6ng thang
tGi.

Hoang Tw Ha dang ghim cwong ditng tredc cau mon, thay y lao t6i nhw
bay, bén thiic Na Phat Sa, x6ng thang vé phia Vuong Uan.
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Hai thét ngwa Iwét qua nhau, hai cay gay ciing dan chéo nhau, roi trong
nhay mat, moi ngudi lai chay vé mot hwéng.

Qua cau Vuong Uan dang dan lan dudi gdy Hoang Tw Ha, co khé hat tay
phai, qua cau vé nén mot dwong cong dai gitta khong trung, bay vut vé phia
Chieu vuong, roi ngay truGc ngua ga.

Trewdc mat Chiéu vwong khong ai céan trd, ga thong tha danh cau vao cau
mon, ghi diém dau tién.
“Chiéu vuong gia, Suing Co6, danh hay lam!” Chu T Tan dac y reo 1én,

quén ca dé phong ngudi doi dién.

Moi nguoi déu khong ngd mot hoan quan gay go thap bé lai choi kich cic
hay dén vay, trong nhdy mat da cwdp dugce cau trong tay Vuong Uan ma
ghi diém. Khan gia xung quanh bong lang phac, sau d6 r6 1én hoan hé.

Hoang Ttw Ha mat chang trong ngang, giuc ngwa quay lai treéc cau mon,
can than dé phong.

Vwong Uan liéc co, r6i chang no6i chang rang, quay ngudi chay vé phia san
bén minh.

Vita m& man da c6 cao trao, dén hoang dé cling lu6n miéng tan thuwéng:
“Giéi lam, That dé tién bo ghé!”

Quaéch thuc phi phe phay quat cho ngai ngw, cwdi rang: “Thwa phai, ca tén
tiéu hoan quan kia nita, than thu thic nhanh nhen.”

Hoang dé cham cham nhin Hoang Tt Ha, gat dau: “Ga dé tén Duwong Sung
Co, la nguwoi than tin canh Quy veong.”

“0, 1& nao 1a ké da pha vu 4n B6én phwong?” Quach thuc phi dwa quat che
miéng cwoi: “Than thiép nghe néi ban dau Chiéu virong tirng xin Quy
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vuong vi tiéu cong cong nay, qua la twéng mao tudn td, thoat trong da wa.”
Hoang dé chi cuwdi, khong néi thém nita.

Pong Xuwong cong chida lai nhw dang nghi dau dau, tay chong cam, khuyu
tay ti 1én thanh sap cua phu hoang, cau may nhin may thét nguwa x6ng xao
qua lai trén san.

Khong khi trén san ltic nay hét sitc soi noi, pho ma Vi Bao Hoanh vira pha
cau mon, san bang ty so, vung cao gay veé phia hoang dé.

Hoang dé cuoi: “Linh Huy, pho ma nhin con kia.”

“Nguoi day mo hoi, con khong them.” Bong Xwong cong chia ué oai dap.
Mat troi da 1én cao, tda nang choi chang.

Tran dau vira m& man chwa dén mot khac, Hoang Tt Ha da thay ngdt ngat.
Khéng chi bai trdi nong, ma cat bui bay mu mit day san ciing lam nguwoi ta
kho thé. Ai ndy déu dam dia mo hoéi, nhung bau khong khi nong nue nay
dwong nhu lai lam tang thém hwng phan, vo ngwa xong xdo quyén cung bui

dat cudn lén, dén di nhw gid, khién ngwoi xem chang kip chép mat.

Duwdi nang gat, c6 ditng chan tréc cau mon, nhin cham chap ké dang phi
den.

Vuwong Uan.
Y x0ng thang veé phia c6, nhu c6 tinh.

Hoang Tw Ha nhin y day canh gidc, nam chat gay kich ctc, thic ngya chay
t¢i nghénh chién.
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Khi hai thét ngwa sap dung dau, Vwong Uan dot ngdt gio tay, vung gay that
cao, trong ltc danh cau vé phia pho ma Vi Bao Hoanh, cay gdy cling dong
thoi swgt qua bén tai co, dap vao cay tram trén dau.

Theo ban nang, Hoang T Ha cui xudng né, rap ngwoi trén lvng Na Phat
Sa.

Co nghe thay gdy sugt qua cay tram trén dau, keng mot tiéng rat nho.

M6 hoi lanh bong tia ra day lung, hoa lan mé6 hoi vi néng nue, khién co
son hét gai 6¢c. Néu c6 né cham mot chut, chi mot chut thoi, han Idc nay toc
tai da x6 hét ra r6i. C6 1€, ngudi ta sé nhan ra, c6 rat giong Hoang Tt Ha
dang bi truy na.

Hoang Tw Ha ngang phat 1én, trong thdy Vwong Uan dang ngo6i chém ché
trén ngwa, nghiéng dau li€c minh.

Qua man bui dat, c6 trong thay anh mat Vwong Uan lanh bang, tam toi.

Chang dgi co ngobi thang day, bén san da rd 1én tiéng hoan ho. Pho ma Vi
Bdo Hoanh lai danh vao mot qua.

Chu T Tan cudi ngwa chay dén canh c6, héi: “Khong sao chi?”
“Khong sao.” Hoang T Ha cau may dap.

“Vwong Uan dang 13, suyt nita danh tring dau cong cong.” Chu T Tan cau
nhau, “Xem ra han ta & Ta Kim Ng6 Vé, bi dam th6 16 d6 lam hw r6i.”

Hoang Tw Ha khong tiép 101, chi nam 14y cay tram trén toc, ghim that chat:
“Khong c6 gi ma.”

Chuwa dit cau, lai nghe thady nguwdi xem xo6n xao ca 1én.
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Pam nguoi trén san ngoai dau nhin, ra 1a Quy vewong Ly Thw Bach tir ngoai
di vao, y khong cui ngira, ma giao Pich Ac cho ngudi bén canh dét.

Hoang Tt Ha thoang ngan ra, Treong Hang Anh lai gan c6, cang thang hoi:
“Chuyén do... Sung Co, virong gia dén kia.”

Hoang Tw Ha liéc Ly Thuw Bach roi nam chat cay gay trong tay, kéo nguwa
quay dau: “Cit ké di, danh xong tran nay roi n6i.”

Ly Thu Bach hanh 1é tham kién hoang d€, hoang dé lién sai nguwdi ké thém
ghé dé y ngoi. Quach thuc phi va Bong Xwong cong chia déu lui lai,
nhwong y ngoi phia sau cach hoang dé chirng ntra buéc.

“Tén Dwong Sung C6 kia danh hay lam.” Hoang dé khen.

Ly Thu Bach nhin may thét ngwa tiép tuc xong xao trén san, binh than dap:
“Han sttc yéu, xem chtrng khong cam cy ndi niva canh gio nita dau.”

Hoang dé cudi no6i: “Nhung cling c6 thé dién 1am, nghe néi han mai dugc
ca Chiéu vrong Ngac vuong dén ho trg, dé gitip ban han vao Ta Kim Ngo
Vé kia day.”

Anh mét Ly Thv Bach ditng & Truong Hang Anh, y nhiu may, song chi
dap: “Dé nghi c6 1& That dé Ciru dé hém nay ranh roi dén choi véi bon ho
thoi.”

Tiéu Ha ctia Chu Tw Tan von nhu mi, so y bi mot con ngwa den cua Té Kim
Ngb Vé da phai, dau dén 16ng 1én chay ra ngoai san, suyt nita lam ga nga
nhao.

“Do6 hen! Dau ra céi théi gid tro véi ngwa ngudi ta ha?!” Chu Tw Tan kéu
toang lén.

Hoang Tw Ha dang phong thu, nghe ga hét, bat gidc dwa mat nhin sang.
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Vwong Uan ditng doi dién lai chang thém quan tam dén dam ngudi dang
tranh cau, thic ngya lao thang vé phia co.

Na Phét Sa dugc huan luyén ky cang, trong khoanh khac thét ngwa kia lao
tdi, bong chom hai chan trudce 1én, 1dy hai chan sau lam tru, xoay minh sang
trai, tranh ca va cham dé.

Song trong khodnh khac hai thét ngwa lwét qua nhau, Veong Uan da ap sat
Na Phét Sa.

Hau nhw khong ai dé y dén ho. Ngwoi xem dang reo ho am 1, Ngac viong
Ly Nhuan vira vung gay danh ngang, tring ngay trai cau trong tay Vi Bao
Hoanh, cau titc thi bay vut vé phia san bén kia.

Anh mit moi ngudi dan chit vao qua cau, nhin né bay qua ca ntra san dau,
Chu T Tan bén dé dang 16m cém bo 1én lung ngwa, song Triong Hang
Anh da dinh than lai ngay, dudi theo qua cau vé phia cau mén bo trong.

Gitra khong khi birng birng hitng khéi, chi minh Ly Thw Bach nhin vé phia
nay san. Hai th6t ngwa cia Vwong Uan va Hoang T Ha, gitta Itc khong ai
dé y, dang ap sat vao nhau bén ngoai cau mon.

Hoang T Ha giuc Na Phat Sa, quay dau ngya toan lang ra.

Song Vwong Uan lai thiic ngya dudi theo sau, chi cach c6 ntra than ngua,
gan dén noi, giita tiéng reo ho nhon nhéo, c6 van nghe dugc giong khé
khang cuta y: “Nghe noi tai kich cic cua Hoang Tt Ha, vi hon thé cua ta,
gioi nhat dat Thuc.”

Hoang Tt Ha sttng nguoi, voi ghim cuwong lai.

Tiéng hoan hd day 1én khap san, Trwong Hang Anh da danh cau bay thang
vao cau mon.

https://thuviensach.vn



Nhung dwong nhw, Vuong Uan khong hé trong thdy thang bai trén san dau.
Giong y van tr phia sau truyén dén, binh tinh dén gan nhw lanh lung;:
“Nguoi xem, trén san nao loan thé nay, rat dé xay ra chuyén gi d6. Chi can
ta so y, lam téc ngwoi xo6 ra, hoac la...”

Anh mét y ditng trén mit Hoang T Ha, téc 6 bét md hoi dinh vao miit,
16p phan vang ciing loang 16 vi mo hoi, thoat nhin thi lem lu6c bui dat,
nhung lai loang thoang thay dwoc lan da non na bén dudi.

“... Hodc khong can than, kéo rach do nguoi thi sao?”

Thit phai dén, rot cudc cling dén roi.

Hoang T Ha bat gidc can moi, ngodi lai nhin y, mién cuwdng dap: “Thi cho
no tai ngu don, khong hiéu Vuwong do iy dang noi gi.”

Y chang dé tam, chi nhin cham cham vao co, hoi: “Tai sao ha?”

“Thua, tai sao gi co a?”

“Rot cude nha ho Vwong thiéu céi gi...” Vuong Uan tw tir ha cay gay
xuong, dan tirng tiéng, “ma dén noi, Hoang Tw Ha tha giét ca nha, cling
khong chiu ga cho ta?”

Ba bon thét ngwa virgt qua ho, lai bat dau mét lwgt tan cong va phong tha
moi.

Chu T Tan cao giong goi: “Sung C06, mau quay vé phong ngy di!”

Chiéu virong Ly Nhué cuwoi: “Vwong Uan dirng c6 uy hiép du do Sung Co
thua tran nita, ngwoi xem sac mat han khé coi chwa kia.”

Vwong Uan quay lai cudi 16n vdi ga: “bPau cé, tdi thdy han gioi kich ctc,
nén muo6n hen nhau so tai day chit.”
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Poan y ngoai dau nhin c6, ha giong that khé, dé chi minh c6 nghe dugc:
“Gio Dau dem nay, xin moi tGi pha.”

Hoang Tt Ha bat giac siét chat tay cam cuwong, day cwong han lén tay co
thanh mot vét trang béch.

Anh mét y nhin c6 khiéu khich, cay gdy trong tay chénh chéch tré xudng
dat.

Cudi cung, c6 can moi, khé gat dau.

Vwuong Uan hoi nhéch khée moi 1én, thoang 16 nu cwdi, r6i lap titre kéo
cuwong ngwa quay dau di thang.

Ly Thu Bach ditng day, ra hiéu cho 1énh quan.

Moi ngudi trén san dang ngo ngac khong hiéu sao lai dirng tran dau, thi
thdy Ly Thu Bach ngoac tay goi Hoang Tt Ha.

Co0 bén thiic ngura chay vé phia y. Gitta ngay he nong nuc, lai choi kich ctc
dén tan bay gio, co da mo hoi nhw tam, 16ng ngwe phap phong gap gap. Du
sao cling la ni ti, sitc lywc khong bi nd6i nam nhan, dau dén gio, co du mét
lam roi.

Ly Thu Bach da thay trang phuc kich ctic d6 ruc, sai nguoi dit Pich Ac tdi,
tung minh nhdy 1én ngwa ho 16n: “Ddi nguoi.”

Hoang Tt Ha kinh ngac.

Ly Thu Bach chang bu6n nhin c6, chi liéc Trwong Hang Anh dang cang
thang ngo sang, lanh lung buéng mot cau: “Sttc da yéu con lam liéu.”

Hoang Tw Ha cam nin, ngang dau nhin lén Ly Thw Bach trén ngua, trao
gay kich cuc cho y.
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Y quay lung vé phia anh duwong chéi gat, gwong mat nguwgc sang khong
trong rd dwong nét, chi thady déi mat 1ap lanh nhu sao. C6 nghe thiy giong y
binh than lwét qua bén tai: “Dam gitip do ké da bi ta duoi, lat nita nguoi
liéu ma an néi.”

Hoang Tt Ha thét tim, song Dich Ac da lao viit di, xdng thing vao san.

Quy veong Ly Thu Bach vira vao san, cuc dién lién thay doi hoan toan.
Diém so6 doi bén von ngang ngira nhau, chi trong nhay mat da bi kéo dan,
Vwong Uan cung pho ma lién thu cling khéng chéng do noi y.

Dich Ac diing manh v6 song, xdng pha trén san nhu mot &nh chép den,
gitta man bui dat mu mit, chi thdy Ly Thuw Bach khoac 4o do, vung gay,
danh cau chuyén cau déu tiéu sai linh hoat, rong ru6i doc ngang, khong
chut nuong tay.

Vi Bdo Hoanh guwong cudi ban véi Veong Uan: “Quy vuong khi thé manh
qud, bat luan thé nao ciing phai chan dwong cau ctia veong, kim bét nhué
khi lai, c6 vay phe ta m&i c6 co hoi.”

Vwong Uan gat dau, hai ngudi bén chia ra hai phia trai phai giap cong, lai
goi thém ba ké nita dén, hong chan ding thé cong cia Ly Thu Bach.

Ly Thu Bach bi nam ngudi bao vay, van than nhién nhw khong, chi ngoanh
lai nhin Ly Nhué ra hiéu phoi hop, réi khé gay cay gay, khéo léo hat cau
bang qua mwdi cdp vo ciia nam con ngwa dang chay quanh, lan thang vé
phia Chiéu vuong.

“Cudp cau!” Vi Bao Hoanh hét 16n, dang dinh truy kich thi thdy Ly Thw
Bach 14t minh khom ngudi xuong, chi méc mot chan vao ban dap, ca nguoi
nhe nhang vuon ra nhu chim én, cay gay trong tay vung len, chan ding gay
ctia pho ma vira vung dugc nira chirng, thuan thé giat lai mét cai, gay cta
pho ma tic thi bat ngwoc, dap vao qua cau, khién né chuyén huwéng.
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Cau doi huéng, bay swgt qua dau ngwa Vwong Uan, nham thang vé phia
Truwong Hang Anh dang giuc ngua phi tdi.

Trewong Hang Anh diéu khién nguwa rat linh hoat, ttng bién lai nhanh, trong
khoanh khac ngan can treo sgi toc da gio gy chan cau lai roi danh thang
vao cau mon.

“Hay lam! T dé thuwong ngay khong thich chai kich cic, ra 1a giau nghé!
Ca tén nhéc ghi diém kia nita, phan (ng nhanh nhen lam, than thu cling
khong té!” Hoang dé vo 1én tay ghé tan thuwdng.

Pong Xuwong cong chida hir mot tiéng ditng day, cao giong goi pho ma: “A
Vil”

Vi Bdo Hoanh v0i xudng ngua, roi san chay vé phia nang.

Song khi ga dén noi, BPong Xuwong céng chia da ngbi xuoéng, chi nhuwéng
mat héi: “Hang ngay chang phai chang van ty khoe tai danh kich ctic u?
Hom nay coi nhu ta da dugc ching kién r6i.”

Vi Bdo Hoanh bi mai mia, chi biét cwoi tri: “Cong chiia néi phai lam, hém
nay ta danh te that...”

“Linh Huy khong nhin ra ddy thoi, A Vi sg lam mat mat chuing ta truéc
hoang thwgng, nén dau c6 dung hét sitc...” Chiéu viong ra udng nwdc, twoi
cwoi di dén giang hoa, “Ma thoi, dan 6ng danh cau, chau ngbi xem la duoc,
dirng néi nhiéu kéo cat bui bay vao miéng, cé phai khong?”

Pong Xwong cong chia buc boi liéc ga, giong diéu day khinh man: “Thua
phai, cling xin Cttu thuc nwong tay voi pho ma.”

Nguoi trén san déu xuéng ngwa nghi ngoi, bo ddm ngya lai trong san. Pich
Ac déi dao sttc Iyc, hung hing chay khip noi gay su voi may con ngua
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khac, dén noi chung phai co cum lai mot géc san. Thay vay, moi ngudi déu
cwoi 6 1én, may ké vira bi cwdp cau cling quén ca bue boi.

Hoang Tt Ha lang xang bung tra rét nwdc cho tat cd, ngoanh lai thay pho
ma Vi Bdo Hoanh dang cti dau nhin xudng dat, dwéi anh nang chdi chang,
gitta bui dat mit mu, gwong mat han tai xanh, rang nghién chat khién quai
ham banh ra.

MO hoi lan dai trén mat han, khién Hoang T Ha c* ngd han sé khong kiém
ché ndi nita, nao ngd khi giot m6 héi nho xudng mu ban tay, han vay tay
gili di, dong thoi, dwong nhw cling rii sach nét mat dang sg vira roi, lai né
nu cwoi twoi tan thuong thay, don 1ay chén tra twr tay co: “Pa ta. Cong cong
danh hay lam.”

“Sung C6 qua nhién 1gi hai.” Ngac viwong cling cudi khen.

Chu T Tan gép 10i: “Sau nay, hang sang theo ta chay bo mot vong quanh

"’

h6 Khic Giang, bdo ddm sau m6t nam, cong cong sé vo dich Trweong An
Ly Thu Bach than nhién buéng mot cau: “Han khéng ranh!”

Khéng khi dang s6i noi, bi cau nay ctia y gidi cho mot gao nwdc lanh, moi
nguwoi danh im lang, tiép tuc udng tra. Chi minh Chu Tt Tan van chwa chiu
th6i, con muén cttu van bau khong khi: “Ha ha, dwong nhién roi, du gioi
dén dau, cling khong bi n6i Quy vwong...”

Chang ai dé y dén ga.

Moi ngwoi nghi ngoi chitng mot tuan tra, Chiéu vueong lai giuc: “Tiép tuc di
thoi.”

Ai ndy luc tuc 1én ngwa. Lénh quan phat co. Trong tiéng hi dai va tiéng vo
ngua gion gia, may thét ngurra lao vé phia san doi phuwong, chot mot con hi
1én dau dén, khuyu chan tredc xudng, nga quy.
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Chinh la thét ngwa den ctia pho md, dang phi tw dung nga guc. Vi Bao
Hoanh ng6i trén Iwng ngwa, khéng kip dé phong, bi hat nga vang xudng dat.
May sao han than tha linh hoat, phan &ng cwc nhanh, trong khoanh khac roi
xuong da cudn tron nguwoi, lan may vong dwdi dat dén hét da, méi khai bi
dap dau..

Moi ngudi nhon nhao ca 1én, BDong Xwong cong chiia ditng phat day chay
thang xudng san.

Ngay ca hoang dé va Quach thuc phi cling hoi ha chay dén. Hai doi kich
ctc déu da xudng ngua, xim quanh Vi Bao Hoanh.

Ly Thw Bach sai ngudi goi ngay thay thudc ctia Ta Kim Ngo Vé dén. Thay
thu6c giip pho ma nan lai canh tay sai khép, so nan khap ngudi kiém tra
mot luwot, doan tuyén bo: “Vét thwong nhe thoi, khong pham vao gan cot.”

Pong Xuwong cong chia trong thay vét rach trén mat Vi Bao Hoanh, lién
héi: “Liéu cé dé lai seo khong?”

“Bam cong chuda, con phai xem tinh dudng thé nao da, c6 nhitng nguwdi bam
sinh dé dé seo, vay cling hoi phién phitc...” Thay thuoc vi thua.

“Néu khong tri khéi, thi nguoi tw biét thé nao réi day!” BPong Xwong cong
chda lanh lung, “Ta khong can pho ma mat seo dau!”

“Linh Huy!” Qudch thuc phi nhiu may, bat Iic nat nang.
Song hoang dé lai néi: “Loi cong chiia chinh la 16i tram, nghe chwa ha?”

“Vang, vang.” Ca nguoi thay thudéc cang 1én nhw day dan, run ban bat, twa
ho6 khong dirng noi nita.

Vi Bado Hoanh 6m dau noéi: “Khéng sao, bi thuwong nhe théi ma, tran nay da
dau xong dau.”
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“Con mudn dau nita? Suyt mat mang roi d6!” bong Xwong cong chida gian
di* mang.

“Ty chitc thdy khong can thiét nita, hdm nay dén day thoi.” Vuong Uan dwa
mat nhin Ly Thw Bach.

Ly Thu Bach trao qua cau dang cam cho Hoang T Ha: “Két thic & day di,
xong viéc la dvgc.”

Chu T Tan v6i héi Vwong Uan: “Con chuyén cia Truwong huynh dé...”

Vwong Uan nhin Hoang T Ha. Trong thay y t trong mat y, co thoang do
dy, nhung cudi cung ciing gat dau.

Vwong Uan bay gio m@i quay sang bao Trwong Hang Anh: “Than tha ctia
nguoi, hom nay moi nguwoi déu chirng kién roi, qua that khong té. Chiing ta
sé xem xét ban bac hai hom, nguoi ct doi di.”

Nghe dwoc cau nay, Chu Tt Tan mung rd dap tay vdéi Treong Hang Anh.

May nguoi bén nay dang an mirng, con bén kia Bong Xwong cong chua lai
dang phat cau, tr xa chi nghe tiéng néi lanh lanh truyén lai. Nang tré thét
ngua den quat 16n: “Chang ai hé han gi, sao pho ma lai trung hop nhu thé,
suyt nita la mat mang roi?”

Moi ngudi déu biét Pong Xwong cong chia dugc nuéng thanh quen, may
vurong gia danh 10 di coi nhw khong thay, dam ngwoi cung danh con cé thé
an Ui Vi Bdo Hoanh, chi t9i cho mdy tén nai ngya va trong nom san kich
cuc, phdi cii dau nghe mang.

Hoang dé vo vai BPong Xuwong cong chiia do danh: “Linh Huy, con binh
tinh lai di.”
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Pong Xwong céng chia nghe vay thi quay phat lai, nam 14y tay 4o ngai
ngy: “Phu hoang...”

Giong nang run ray, toat 1én noi kinh hai khong thé kiém ché.
Hoang dé ngac nhién héi: “Sao thé?”

“Phu hoang, mdy hém truéce... & chua Tién Phic, gitta cd dam ngudi dong
nghet, mot tén hoan quan hau ha bén canh con ciing tinh c@ bi sét danh
chét. Gio lai dén lwgt pho ma... Phu hoang, 1€ nao nguwdi cho rang, mot loat
nhitng chuyén nay xdy ra quanh con, déu la tinh c& sao?” Bong Xwong
cong chua ké 1€, sac mat tai nhot di, “Hoan quan hau ha bén canh, theo con
da muwdi may nam, lai bi thiéu séng! Gid pho ma cta con dot nhién xay ra
chuyén nay, néu khong phai chang phan ng kip thoi, han hau qua khé ma
twong twong!”

Quaéch thuc phi thé dai, ndm tay nang tran an: “Linh Huy ditng nghi nhiéu,
tat ca déu la sw c6 ngau nhién thoi...”

“Thé nao la su c¢6 ngau nhién? Ngwoi than tin chét, pho ma ciing bi thuong,
16 nhu... 18 nhw 1an t6i dén luwgt con thi sao?” BPong Xwong cong chiia néi
ma mdt xam ngoét, cay tram manh manh cai bén mai toc rung lén, vach
thanh mot dwong cong hoang loan.

Thay con gai kinh hai nhw vay, hoang dé ciing dong long, bén vo vé: “Sao
lai thé duwgc? Co6 phu hoang & day, ké nao dam dong vao con gai tram?”

Nang nghién rang thwa: “Nhung, mdy ngay tredc con ¢ ndam ma...”

“Linh Huy, mo chi 1a mo théi ma.” Quach thuc phi cat 161, 6m 14y vai nang
che chd: “Pugc r6i, nghi thodng ra mot chut thi khéng viéc gi dau.”

Song Bong Xuong cong chia vung khoi tay Quach thuc phi, bi ai nhin
hoang dé roi thwa: “Con gai mudn xin phu hoang mot viéc!”
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Hoang dé gat dau: “Con néi di.”

“Con nghe noi, tiéu hoan quan Dwong Sung Co6 ctia pht Quy veong rat gioi
pha an. Bam nguoi ¢ Pai Ly Ty ct luon miéng noi la troi phat, khong tim
duwgc chan twdng, nay xin phu hoang nhan 16i véi con, diéu Duong Stung
Co t6i diéu tra hai vu viéc cua pho ma va Nguy Hy Man.”

Hoang Tw Ha khong ngd Pong Xwong cong chia lai dot ngot dwa ra yéu
cau nay, khong khoi sitng so.

Hoang dé hién nhién ciing rat bat ngd, nhin sang Hoang T Ha, tram ngam
khong noi.

Nhung Bong Xwong cong chda da niu ngay 1ay tay cha, lac lac nhw tré con
nai ni: “Phu hoang! Con géi... con géi lo lam, 1& nhw c6 chuyén gi bat trac,
vé sau phu hoang sé khong thdy mat con dugc nita dau...”

“Ditng no6i linh tinh!” Hoang dé cit 1.

Pong Xwong cong chia nguwdce 1én, trong mat da ang ac nudc, chi chye lan
xuong.

Thay con gai nhu thé, hoang dé ciing thd dai bat lwc, quay sang hoi Ly Thw
Bach: “T& dé, cong chda da noi thé, chi bang dé tam diéu tén tiéu hoan
quan kia sang Pai Ly T, giip Thoi Thuan Tram diéu tra vu an chua Tién
Phuc dugc chang?”

Ly Thu Bach than nhién dap: “Xin hoang thwgng thit cho than dé ngu
mudi, vu hon loan & chuia Tién Phic chang phai la vi troi giang sdm sét lam
no cay nén, dan tdi canh ndo dong chen lan giam dap 1én nhau v? Cai chét
cta tén hoan quan pht cong chia at 1a vi vo tinh bi day dén gan cay nén
ding khi né phat nd, nén méi bat hanh bén Itva.”
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“Néu chi moi chuyén do, thi c6 thé bao la ngau nhién, nhwng con vu cta
pho ma thi sao? Tai sao chi toan xay ra chuyén v6i nguwoi ben canh ban
cung?”

Nghe con gai néi nang vo lé, Quach thuc phi voi giat tay nang. Hoang dé
cling qué: “Linh Huy, sao lai n6i thé v6i T thac?”

Pong Xwong cong chia danh mién cwdng cuii dau: “Ti thiic, gio bén canh
Linh Huy lién tuc xdy ra tai nan, 1é nao thadc lai tiéc mét tiéu hoan quan w?
Thic cho Linh Huy muon tam han vai hém di. Vu an B6n phuong ldc
triréc dong troi nhw thé, han cling pha duge dé dang ma, dé han tra xét rd
dong tinh bén Linh Huy, r6i lai quay vé pha Quy vuong, voi gi chi?”

Quaéch thuc phi cau may: “Linh Huy, ta nghe n6i may hom nita Quy vuong
sé 1én dwong dén Thuc, Duwong cong cong la than tin bén canh virong, con
lai doi gilt han lai gitip minh, c6 vé khong 6n dau.”

“Nguwoi hau ha T thic nhiéu nhu thé, bét mot tén c6 hé gi?” Bong Xwong
cong chuia dwa mat nhin Hoang T Ha, “Duong cong cong nguwoi néi xem,
nguoi dong y, hay tir ch6i?”

Hoang Ttw Ha tram ngam gidy lat, doan thwa: “Theo thién y cta n6 tai thi
vu chen lan & chua Tién Phic ding la do trgi giang sam sét, tinh cd lam n6
cdy nén. Can nguyén von ¢ Thién L6i, du n6 tai muon tim ra hung tha,
cling khong thé 1én troi tim dwgc.”

Pong Xuong cong chia chi ngay vao Vi Bdo Hoanh: “Vay con chuyén pho
ma?”

“Ngwa do pho ma ty dat, Idc trwde cling tirng doi ngwa, theo nd tai thay, c6
16 ciing la sy c6 ngau nhién thoi.”

“Ngau nhién, ngau nhién céi gi, ta khong tin c6 nhiéu cai ngau nhién nhw
thé!” bong Xwong cong chuia dung dung noi gian, gwong mat thanh ta dep
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dé toat 1én vé hung ho hung tgn, mat trgn trirtng nhin Hoang T Ha, quat
16n: “Pa vay, ta phai tung xéo tén nai ngwa suyt nita hai chét pho ma! Con
nita, tat cd dam nai ngya trong nha mon Ta Kim Ngo V€, déu phai chiu
trach nhiém!”

“Linh Huy, con binh tinh chut di!” Lan nay, ca Quach thuc phi cling phai
cau may, kéo con gai lai.

Nao ngo Bong Xwong cong chiia hat tay Quach thuc phi ra, nhin dan vao
hoang dé, sac mat tai xanh, khién ngudi ta chi lo nang gian qua sé ngat xiu.

Hoang dé€ ciling hét cach, danh vo vo 1én tay nang, &nh mat day thuwong xot,
doan bt lyc quay sang nhin Ly Thuw Bach.

Thay tinh canh dé, Ly Thu Bach danh néi: “Dong Xwong da chon Duong
Sung Co, vay tam diéu han dén Pai Ly Ty may ngay vay, phu ddm nguoi
bén d6 tra rd vu nay. Néu cé thé lam yén long Bong Xuwong thi tot nhat.
Néu khong tra ra két qud, la do Dwong Sung C6 nang lwc cé han, dén lic
ay, han Bong Xwong ciing c6 thé lvgng thi.”

“T& dé chiu lwgng thit, mdi 1a tot nhat.” Hoang dé gat dau.

Pong Xwong cong chia hanh 1€ véi Ly The Bach, giong mién cudng: “Da
ta T thuc.”

Quach thuc phi cting nhuv trut dugce ganh nang, ngai ngy va phi nhin nhau
bat Iyc. Song Hoang Tt Ha ditng bén canh quan sét, lai thdy Quach thuc
phi c6 vé lo buén.

Pong Xuong cong chia hoi ngay: “Khong biét Duong cong cong dinh diéu
tra tw dau?”

Hoang T Ha thodng tram ngam, r6i thwa: “N6 tai dinh bat dau tir con ngua
kia.”
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Pho ma dwgc nguwdi hau phu cong chia diu d&, con Bong Xwong cong chiia
lai 1én xe loan ctia Quach thuc phi, cham cham lan banh vé phia pht cong
chua.

Pong Xuwong cong chia twa vao chiéc sap trén xe, cudn tron ngudi lai, bat
dong nhin ra tdm rem xe lay dong. Tuy da dung rem gam day, nhung anh
nang bén ngoai van lap loang len vao, rung rinh theo tdm rém, roi 1én minh
hai ngwdi. Khong khi trong xe day cang thang.

Quéch thuc phi cau may nhin con gai hoi 1au, cu6i cung 1én tiéng: “Con
khong nén dé tén Dwong Sung Co ay diéu tra gitp.”

Pong Xwong cong chia van nhin dan vao vét nang roi qua rém, than tho
h6i lau méi dap: “Con cam thay, nhat dinh la Bau Khau tac quai.”

“Dau la 4, thi Duong Stng Co c6 thé thu phuc oan hon hay sao?” Quach
thuc phi nghién rang ha giong git, “A song ban cung con ching sg, 1& nao
chét di r6i ban cung lai sg u?”

“Du Bau Khau da chét, nhung ai biét dugc nguwdi than ban bé ctia & co ké
nao nam r6 chuyén nay hay khong? Huong ho, mau phi dirng quén bén
canh ching ta van c6 mot ngudi canh canh viéc Bau Khau.” Bong Xwong
cong chia can moi, cham rai hoi, “Mau phi c6 nhin ra, trong nhitng nguoi
bén canh chung ta, ké nao om long khac khong?”

Quach thuc phi khé thd dai, chau may nhin con gai: “Ké trong cung Thai
Cuc kia van chira ngudi long, ngay dém nghi cach tré vé cung Pai Minh
kia. Gi® dang la Itic quan trong, mang tinh bwéc ngoat, chiing ta khong thé
dé 16 may may so hd. Con lai cho tén Dwong Sung C6 ay ¢ bén minh diéu
tra, ha chang phai dan séi vao nha v?”

DPong Xuwong cong chiia citng hong, hdi 1au méi ham huye néi: “A Dau
Khau ldc song da dé tién, chét r6i con gay hoa!”
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5

“Co diéu, Duong Sung Co6 dinh vao vu nay, ciling chwa chac la chuyén xau.’
Quaéch thuc phi phe phay cay quat tron trong tay, cwdi lanh lung: “Du sao
han ciing 1a ngudi bén canh Quy viong, néu cé thé bac cau qua han, gianh
lay sy ting ho cua Quy vuong, thi chuyén mau phi caa con tr@ thanh mau
hau chi con tinh bang ngay, du gi, hién gio trong triéu ciing chi c6 Quy
vrong doéi dau dugc vai ké dé thoi.”

“Nhung 16 phu hoang phat giac viéc chung ta lam thi sao?”

“Con s@ gi chw, phu hoang yéu thvong con nhu vay, 1€ nao hach toi dugc
con v?” Quéch thuc phi ngo6i xuéng canh con géi, vivon tay 6m 1ay nang,
“Linh Huy, me chi c6 minh con thoi, néu con khéng ding vé phia me, thi
doi nay... me biét lam sao dwgc?”

Pong Xuwong map may miéng, nhung 16i mudn ndi da tiéu bién trong co6
hong, hoi 1au méi cii dau, mién cudng dap: “Bat ké thé nao, con cling cung
me tién thoai.”

Hoang Tw Ha ngoi, Ly Thw Bach ding canh thét ngwa den nga guc duéi
dat, quan sat bon vé no.

Chi kho con ngwa den cao 16n gay gap chan phai tredc, nam guc dudi dat
thé phi pho.

Hoang T Ha nhin k§¥ méng chan phdi no6, nhan xét: “Mong sat bi long(*).”

(*) Tac gia chu thich: Viéc dong méng sat cho ngwa ¢ Trung Qudc khong
ro da xuat hién tr thdi nao, & day dva theo bitc bich hoa Béng moéng ngwa
0 Bon Hoang trong nhitng nam Khai Hoang thoi Tuy (581-600 SCN), cho
rang duwédi thoi Puwong da c6 mot s6 nguwdi dong méng cho ngua.

Chiéc méng ngwa nay hinh ban nguyét, bang sat, mat trén co6 gi, mat duwdi
mai xuéng dat da c6 dau hiéu mon, nhung nhin tong thé van con kha mdi,
song bi thiéu mat mét chiéc dinh.
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Mong ngua thiéu mot cay dinh, ciing nhue nguwai di guée go khong quai, vira
nhac chan 1én thi guoc da vang ra, néu rdo chan chay, dwong nhién sé nga.

Hoang T Ha an 1én méng ngwa, nhin k¥ cho 16m trén méng sat dé dong
dinh vao, chau may: “C6 dau vét nay.”

Ly Thu Bach lién ng6i xuéng xem xét. Thay trén cho 16m c6 mot vét dap
rat nhat, cing mdy vét xwdc manh nhw dau kim, lan vao 16p gi sat.

Ly Thu Bach nhiu may: “R6 rang cach day khong lau da c6 ké nay dinh ra,
dé lai dau vét trén 16p gi sat.”

“Van dé dau tién bay gio la, ké dy c6 muc tiéu, hay chi ra tay bira nhu thé,
tring ai thi tring.” Hoang T Ha gio tay an vao cay tram trén dau, rat cay
tram ngoc bén trong ra, vach trén mat dat hai vach. “Néu c6 muc tiéu, thi
rot cudc la nham vao pho ma, hay nham vao ké khac ma pho ma xui xéo va
lay? Néu khong nham vao ai ca, chi mudn cé ngwoi bi thwong trong tran
ddu, thi muc dich la gi, ké nao dugc lgi trong viéc nay?”

Ly Thu Bach gat dau, tram ngam.

Co lai vach thém hai vach nita: “Van dé thit hai la, dinh déng méng ngwa bi
nay, trong thoi gian ngan sé xdy ra van dé. Nhung con ngwa nay vao san rat
lau m@i sinh chuyén. Nhu vay c6 hai kha nang, mot la ké dy da dung cach
nao doé, khién con ngwra vao san hoéi lau méi long méng; hai la hung tha méi
ra tay cach day khong lau, chinh vao lic pho ma ra ngoai san nghi ngoi, bi
Pong Xwong cong chia mia mai.”

Ly Thu Bach gio tay tré vach thit nhat: “Néu ra tay trude tran kich cac,
ching ta phai tim hiéu xem, hung tha lam thé nao khién pho ma chon tring
con ngwa do.”

Dt 101, ngén tay y lai chi sang vach thit hai, “Néu ra tay gitra ltic nghi
ngoi, thi chiing ta phdi tra xem, bay gio ai da dén gan con ngya ay.”
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Hoang T Ha hoi twdng lai tinh canh khi do, nhiu may: “Sau khi Bong
Xwong cong chiia goi pho ma dén, moi ngwoi trén san ciing luc tuc xuéng
ngua nghi ngoi. Néu bay gio ai con quan quanh canh ngwa ngudi khac, nhat
dinh sé bi dé y.”

“Khong ai c6 hanh dong gi khac la cd.” Ly Thw Bach khang dinh. Mat quan
sat cda y rat sac sao, chi nhin qua la nhé ky, khong thé quén duogc.

“Hudng ho toi con nhd, bay gio sai dich cham s6c ngwa dinh cho bay nguwa
nghi ngoi dudng sttc mot lat, nhung Pich Ac lai gay chuyén, khién ca dam
ngwa phai co cum vao goc san, sai dich cling khong vao nita.” Hoang Tt
Ha gat dau bo sung.

“Vi vay, xem ra diéu thit nhat c6 kha nang hon.” Ly Thw Bach nhan xét.

Hoang Tt Ha khang dinh, “Vay thi, van dé can ly giai nhat hién chinh I3,
hung thu 1am thé nao dé khién pho ma chon ding con ngya ay.”

“Hon nita, con la sau khi Chu Tw Tan yéu sach, doi muwgn con ngwa dau
tien Vi Bdo Hoanh chon.”

Hoang Ttw Ha tram ngam: “Con kha nang nao khac khong, vi nhw ngay twr
dau hung thu da tinh dén viéc loai trir thét ngya tot nhat kia? Vuong gia
dén muodn khong biét chit, triudc khi mé@ man, von di pho ma da chon thét
ngwa nau cua Truong Hang Anh, nhung Chu T Tan lai doi mwgn, nén pho
ma m@i doi sang con nay. Nhw vay thi, phdi c6 nhiéu trung hgp, méi co thé
khién pho ma cudi Ién con ngya nay.”

“Hién gio pho ma la Quang 16c dai phu, hon nita 1a khach maoi dén, theo
tinh theo ly, déu phdi la ngudi dau tién dugc chon ngwa. Vay ma hung tha
lai khong ra tay véi thét ngwra nau kia, nén muc tiéu cia han cé 1é khong
phai pho ma. L.é nao chung da tinh tredc dvgc Treong Hang Anh khong c6
ngua, va Chu Tt Tan sé mwon ngwa cia Ta Kim Ngo Vé?”
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Hoang T Ha nghi nggi roi lac dau: “Thét ngwa nay 1a do pho ma tién tay
chon ldy, hon nita trong cling chang xuat ching gi, chang ai cho rang no c6
thé xép vao hang thi hai ca.”

Pén day, moi suy luan déu da roi vao ngo cut, chang tim thay 16i ra.
Hai nguoi danh tam thoi dirng day, roi khoi san kich cuc.

Moi nguwoi dang cdi y phuc kich cic tai ché nghi canh san dau, chuan bi
nghi ngoi réi ra ve.

Chiéu virong da chuan bi san, sai ngwdi bay nhitng thit minh dem dén ra.
Mot chau da lanh 14p titc duwgc dat 1én ban, hoi lanh boc 1én nghi ngut nhw
swong khoi.

Nguoi hau lan lwgt bay chén thuy tinh, chuan bi rét regu. Tiéc rang may
tén hoan quan bung vo regu khong virng tay, may lan lam sanh ra ngoai
chén.

“Pé t6i.” Trwrong Hang Anh néi, r6i don 1ay vo, xach bang mot tay. Than
hinh ga cao 16n, lyc tay rat manh, 6m vo regu hon tram can, noi rét la rét,
noi ngung la nguwng, nhe nhang nhu khong.

Chiéu virong vui vé dat chén thuy tinh 1én chau da cho mat, r6i quay sang
héi Trwong Hang Anh: “Nguoi tén gi ay nhi, Trvong Hang Anh a? Than
tha kha 1am, thé nay di, néu Td Kim Ngo Vé khong can nguoi, thi dé cho
ta! Nguwoi ci theo hau ta, hang ngay rét ruegu cho ta ciing dugce!”

Trewong Hang Anh von tinh rut ré, lai khong giéi an noi, nén chi biét cuoi
nguong nghiu.

Ngac veong bung cho Ly Thu Bach mot chén regu bo dao viva wép da
trwde tien: “T& ca, day la regu bo dao Ctru dé 14y tir Tho Hoa La Tay Vuc
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day, nghe n6i phdi chung ba lan, phoi ba lan. Sac rwgu rat dep, huynh ném
thtr xem.”

“Kha day.” Ly Thu Bach chi néi hai tiéng gon 16n, nhung cling du lam
Chiéu virong nd may nd mat, quay sang cudi bdo Ngac veong, “That ca chi
thich udng tra, biét thé nao dwgc cai hay ctia regu. Nhat la sau khi danh
cau, lai uéng may chén rwgu wép lanh, doi dén thé nay, chi con thiéu mot
chiéc banh c6 lau ma thoi, t6t nhat la banh mdi ra 16 con néng héi ay.”

C6 lau 1a loai banh thit dé rat thinh hanh dwong thoi, dwgc nguwdi trong kinh
wa chuéng. Chu T Tan dang sam soi cai méng ngwa, nghe thay lién ngang

1én noi: “T6i cling thich banh dy 1am, hay la dén nha t6i di, to6i bdo dau bép

lam.”

Chiéu veeong lac dau: “Gio méi sai lam thi dgi dén bao gio.”

Thay Trwong Hang Anh ditng bén c¢ ngap nging, Hoang Tt Ha lién hoi:
“Trwong nhi ca, sap dén gio Ngo roi, huynh khong vé truée v?”

Truwong Hang Anh voi dap: “Sang nay luc di, t0i... cO em t0i noi hom nay
la ngay trong dai, mudn lam banh c6 lau dgi t6i vé nha an. Hay la... gio toi
vé nha 1ay.”

“0?” Chiéu virong hdo hitc hoi, “Em nguwoi lam ngon khong?”

“Tiéu nhan an thay rat ngon, co6 diéu thit dé dat do, thuwong ngay cling
khong hay lam...”

“Vay dirng veé lay nita, banh c6 1au phai 14y tr 10 ra an ngay ltic con néng
héi mdi ngon!” Poan Chiéu virong chi vo regu bo dao va ban ghé, “Di thoi
di thoi, mau don dep d6 dac, t6i d6 an luon!”

Hoang Tt Ha d& khoc d@ cuoi, danh theo ba vi viwong gia roi bai kich cuc.

https://thuviensach.vn



Dot nhién, ¢o6 swc nhd ra mot chuyén: “Truong nhi ca, chang phai huynh
chi c6 mot huynh trudng thoi sao? Lay dau ra em gai thé?”

Truwong Hang Anh do birng mat, cdi gam dau xuong: “Em... em ho... ho
Xa... ay ma.”

Ly Thu Bach dwong nhién khéng mudn di cung dam 6 hop nay, vira ra
ngoai san da buéng mot cau “co viéc ban” réi chia duwong, di thang dén
Trung Thu Tinh.

May ngudi con lai vira cudi ngura vira cwdi dua, no nirc kéo dén phuwong
Pho Ninh.

Chu T Tan thi thao v&i Hoang Tt Ha va Trvong Hang Anh: “Céc nguoi
biét khong? Pau nam nay, c6 lan Chiéu virong nivta dém tinh giac, dot nhién
n6i hitng mudn nghe Ngoc Chi c6 nwong & Gido Phuwong Ty thdi séao,
nhung lic ay dang trong gio gidi nghiém, gia cam thay néu ngang nhién vi
pham thi khéng hay lam, bén...”

K€ dén day, ga cwoi hinh hich, ro6i khong néi tiép nita.

Chiéu vrrong di truedce thinh tai nghe thay hét, bén ngoai lai cudi mang:
“Tén khon Chu Tw Tan nay, chuyén xang bay ay ci ké di ké lai mai, lam
mat hét thé dién ban viwong! Chang phdi chi 1a ban virong cai trang thanh
nguoi diém canh lén ra, sau d6 bi doi tuan dém gitr lai, phai & trong nha
mon mot dém, dén sang hom sau Vuwong Uan tGi mdi tha ra hay sao?”

Ngac veeong Ly Nhuan nghe vay ciing phi cuwoi, doi may dan ra, not rudi
son nam gitta cang dep dén rung dong long nguwoi, “Ctru dé ding la hoang
duwong, dé mac dé ctia nguwoi diém canh roi bi bat lai, doi nao ngudi Ta Kim
Ngo Ve chiu tin de.”

“Thi béi vay, nén hom nay de bep dwoc khi thé cua chiing, dé that ha da!”
Chiéu vurong vung roi cudi khanh khach, “Duwong Sung C6, 1an sau néu gap
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chuyén hay thé nay, nhé goi ta day nhé!”
Nhin vi vieong gia 1éu 16ng dang truwedc, Hoang Tt Ha danh 16 di nhw khong
nghe thdy, cwdi 4o ndo, quay dau sang bén.

5

Muc nong béng nhat

Pam nguoi ng6i 1€ doi mach van tim tum dudi géc hoe & phuwong Pho
Ninh, hang say budn chuyén: “Chao 6i, con thit nha lao Trwong hom qua bi
Poan Thuy Buwong dudi vé roi, cac ngudi c6 biét khong?”

“Puoi thi dudi, gio ngudi ta da tw dwng nhat duwge mot ¢6 dau xinh dep, con
hon chan van cam cui lam cong & do6 ca doi!”

“Nay nay, dirng c6 noi, ta thiy tiéu co nwong dé hoi khong binh thuwong,
nita dém hom qua, ta con nghe thay tiéng con gai khoc ni non vang ra tw
san nha ho! Pang thvong that... C6 phai bi Trwong Hang Anh danh khong
nhi?”

“Nhé dau thé? Thyc khong nhin ra ga lai 1a nguwdi nhu thé ma...”

Nghe ngudi ta ban tan, Treong Hang Anh chi biét bat lvc ngugng ngung
nhin ho, dp tng giai thich: “Thyc... thyc ra nguwdoi ho néi tGi la A Pich, co
ay khong phai ho hang xa nha t6i, chang qua t6i thay c6 ay khong cha
khong me, bi nga trén nui, rat dang thwong, bén citu dem vé day. Ching
t0i... ching t0i rat khang khit, chuan bi may thang ntta sé... sé...”

Théy ga do birng mat, moi nguwdi hiéu ra ngay, Chu Tt Tan vira choi cuing
ga mot tran kich ciic, nghiém nhién da coi nhw huynh dé, 1ap titc cao giong:
“Puogc roi, khi nao huynh thanh than, ching ta sé t6i uéng ruegu mirng!”
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“Van chwa dinh ngay... Chu yéu la gio trong nha t6i khong c6 tién. Cac vi,
moi di bén nay.” Trweong Hang Anh nguong dén noi chi muon tim cai 16
chui xu6ng, h6i ha dan bon Hoang T Ha vé nha minh.

Nha ho Truwong khong 16n, nhung duwge manh san rong, nha cira gon gang
dau ra day.

Ngoai san la hang rao ram but, bén trai mot goc lyu, bén phai mot gian nho,
dudi gian nho bay b ban ghé da. Canh nha con dao ao, dan nwdc tir kénh
vao, nudi ba bon con ca chép do, bén bo ao trong mot bui xwong bo, may
khom dién vi, quang canh dep dé trong lanh.

Mot thiéu nit dang ng6i bén bo ao rira may bong ram but trang méi hai,
nghe tiéng nguoi vao bén ditng 1én ngoanh lai, tic thi giat ndy minh, sg sét
nhin dam ngwoi tredc mat, mai téi khi trong thay Trieong Hang Anh mdéi
thd phao, ling ting cat tiéng: “Truwong nhi ca.”

“A Dich, rm... sang nay luc di, mudi cé néi sé lam banh c6 1au cho ta, sau
do ho, ho 1a...”

“La ban cua Truwong nhi ca, nghe néi c6 nwong lam banh rat ngon, nén téi
ném thr.” Chiéu veong cudi cwdi, nhanh miéng néi tiép, chen hong Truong
Hang Anh.

Thiéu nit tén A Dich trong rat thanh ti, chang khac déa ram but dam nwéc
trong tay, tuy khong phai danh hoa diém 1€, song lai toat 1én khi chat thanh
tan yéu diéu dong long nguwoi. Nang cé vé rat sg nguoi la, chi khé gat dau
v&i cd bon réi cam cdi voc may bong ram but méi ri¥a trong tay, quay
nguoi di thang vao nha.

Trewong Hang Anh v0i moi ca bon vao nha ngoi, song Chiéu virong xua tay
tir chdi, sai nguwdi bay regu ngay duwéi gian nho, con minh thi ng6i xudéng
ghé da bao Ngac viong: “Can nha nay dep that day, con thu vi hon tra that
cta That ca!”
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Ngac virong Ly Nhuan cuwdi bat lwce, ra hiéu cho ca Chu Tw Tan va Hoang
T Ha ng6i xubng.

Trewong Hang Anh bung tir trong nha ra mot chiéc banh c6 1au dwong kinh
dén mot thwdce, dat 1én ban. Banh nwéng vang rudém gion tan, thom nitc
mii, nhin ma thém ré dai. Ai ndy voi bé ngay mot miéng ném tht, thdy mui
thit dé quyén cung 16p vo banh gion rum, an vao ngon vo cung, khién
nguoi ta chi mudn thang thién, qua khong phéai my vi tran gian.

Ca dam nguoi vira danh kich ctuc xong, dang déi meo, nén cang thdy banh
ngon. Chiéu veong gianh 1ay gan mot niva, cam tay an, vira an vira hoi:
“Trevong Hang Anh, banh nay do c6 nwong vira ndy lam day a?”

Truwong Hang Anh gat dau thua: “A Dich néi dang nau thém canh ram but,
cac vi c an thong tha, dé tiéu nhan di gitp c6 ay.”

Drt 101, ga chay nhu bay vao bén trong. Hoang Tt Ha cam mot miéng
banh, chdm rdi di dén ctra nhin vao, thay A Dich c6 nwong kia dang danh
tritng canh bép 10, Trwong Hang Anh ng6i bén nhom Itra.

Ngon Itta bap bung trong bép, chgt mot manh tro bay ra, dinh vao mat
Truwong Hang Anh. A Pich khé goi ga r6i chi chi vao ma, Truong Hang
Anh ngang lén nhin nang, quet bira may céi trén mat, tr mt mau tro, bi ga
queét thanh mot vét dai.

Thay vay, A Dich chi biét lac dau, ngan ngdm buwdc dén, cii xudng, dung
tay ao lau vét tro cho ga.

Trewong Hang Anh ngang dau cwdi ngdy ngo véi nang, dudi anh liva bap
bung, gwong mat ga thoang hong lén.

Trudc canh twgng ay, Hoang T Ha cling bat giac mim cwdi. Nhé lai mua

xuan nam nao do, cling c6 mot nguoi, khi treo lén vach nui hai cho c6 mot
déa hoa dwong nd ro, bén ma cling 1dm lem bui dat.
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Bay gio c0 cling dung tay 4o lau cho han nhu thé, ro6i d6i bén nhin nhau
cung Cuoi.

Co 1€ nit nhi dwéi gam troi nay, déu nhw vay ca.

Nu cuwoi trén mat chwa tat, tim c6 da dau buot. Noi dau nhw dao cun cét thit,
khién c6 phai vin twong, tir tir ngoi xuong, om ldy dau goi, gang hit thé, co
git binh tinh.

Nguoi do, da doan tuyét an nghia vdi c6 roi.

Con c0, lai vi han ma tr¢ thanh hung thu sat hai ca nha, bi truy na trén toan

quoc.

Néu khong yéu han, c6 1€ cha me c6, anh trai c6, ba n6i va chii c6 van séng
vui vé & Thuc, nhitng chuyén kinh khiing nhw &c méng ay, déu khéng xay
ra.

“_.. Sing C8, Sting C6?”
Chot c6 nghe tiéng Chu T Tan vang vang bén tai.

Ngang dau 1én, qua nhién bat gap gwong mat lo lang va cang thang cta ga:
“Sung Co6 lam sao thé?”

“T6i...” CO tu tr dinh than lai, dam dam nhin Chu Tt Tan, hoi 1au méi nan
ra dugc mot cau, “Cé 1é lic ndy danh cau mét qua.”

“Ai da, cong cong that hiéu thang qua ma, may cé Quy vuong thay cho,
bang khong khéo ngét lan ra diy mat.” Chu T Tan vira noi vira kéo co ra
ghé da ngoi xuong, “Dén day nao, uong it canh di, canh ram but twgi vira
ngot vira dé an, nhat dinh cong céng sé thich!”

Hoang Tt Ha dén 1ay chén canh ttr tay ga, uong mot hép, gat dau khen:
“Ngon thue.”
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Ngac veong ciling tam tac: “Vi con rat twoi, ngon hon may moén canh ham
san trén bép ca ngay chi dgi bon ta truyén don vao nhiéu.”

Chiéu virong héi Treong Hang Anh: “C6 gai dy tén A Dich ding khong?
Nguoi hoi xem c6 ta c6 mudn vao pha ta lam cong khong? Chi can moi bira
ta di danh kich ctc, c6 ta & nha lam banh c6 1au cho ta vé an la dugc.”

Hoang Tt Ha bung chén canh, cam nin.

Héa ra ban tinh Chiéu vuwong rat thich phong tay trén ngwoi ta, hé vira mat
cai gi la cham cham mudn dem vé nha ngay. Tinh ca lan cta c6, thi da ba
lan Hoang T Ha chitng kién ga rap tam cuwép ngudi roi.

Song Trwong Hang Anh chi dap: “Vwong gia tht t0i, A Pich qua that la do
t0i nhat vé trong lic di hai thudc trén nui thang truede. Co ay gia thé khong
10, hang ngay cling chang ra khoi ctra, t6i nghi khong thé hau ha vuong gia
duogc.”

Chu T Tan ngac nhién héi: “Gi co? Nhat vé dugc that a?”

“Pung thé, bay gio co dy ngat xiu trén duwong, t6i di hai thudc trong thay,
bén cong vé nha...”

Chu T Tan ti nanh: “Tuy tién nhat ngoai duong ciing dwgc mot ngwoi, lai
con la c6 nwong xinh dep dang yéu, nau nwéng ngon nhu thé, ding la vé bd
ma!”

Hoang Tt Ha lai tram tw hoi: “A Bich ¢6 nwong lai lich thé nao, nha ctra &
dau, tai sao lai ngat trén dwong nai?”

Trewong Hang Anh thoang sing sét, roi dap: “Co ay... co ay khong noi, nén
toi cling khong hoi.”
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Hoang Tw Ha thay anh mat Trwong Hang Anh c6 vé né tranh, tira ho dang
giau giém gi d6. Nhung nghi lai thi c6 chi la nguwdi ngoai, gio hai nguoi
quan quyt nhau nhw vay, can gi phai héi t&i nhitng chuyén dé cho thém wu
phién, lam ray ra ho.

Chu T Tan syc nhé ra gi do, voi néi: “Phai réi Triwong nhi ca, cudi thang
nay cha ta bay tiéc dot du6i, moi ca hoang thwong, dén ldc ay nhat dinh
phai nho c6 dy lam banh ¢6 lau méi dugce!”

“Khong van dé, lam xong toi sé phi ngwa dwa tGi ngay, thoi tiét thé nay, bao
dam don lén mam van néng hoi.”

Moi ngudi dang tam tac ca nggi tay nghé cia A Dich, chgt thady Ngac
vuong Ly Nhuan than tho nhin vao nha, vé hoang hot.

Doi theo 4nh mat y, Hoang T Ha phat hién y dang dan mat vao mot birc
tranh tho treo trén an.

Trong phong khach, von c6 mét birc tranh phuc 16c tho hi, nhwng lai treo
chong mot bitrc hoa khac dai ba thudc, rong mot thuwdce 1én trén. Chat liéu
tranh rat tot, la gidy gai vang ctia Thuc béi trén lya trang, song bén trén lai
chi vé loang ngoang may mang muc den, chang cé duong nét, cling chang
nhin ra hinh thu gi, khéng giong tranh ma giéng vét muc day ra khi nghién
do.

Nhin bttc hoa dy, gwong mat Ngac veeong Ly Nhuan tai dan di.
“That ca sao vay?” Chiéu virong hoi.

Song Ngac vuong phdt 10 cau hoi, run run tro bic hoa, giong diéu khong
gidu dugc vé ngap ngirng: “Birc tranh... bi¢c tranh kia la gi thé?”

Truwong Hang Anh ngoadi lai nhin, lién dap: “La cha t6i nam xwa vang chi
vao cung chan mach cho tién hoang, duwoc tién hoang ngu t&.”

https://thuviensach.vn



Chiéu virong cudi noi: “Tién hoang vé rat dep, sao co thé vé ra mot bic thé
nay chi.”

“Pung thé, hon nita bitc tranh nay c6 vét miét vo, t6i tirng trom nghi cé 1é
chi la manh gidy lau bt cua tién hoang, cha t6i nhat vé xem nhuw tran bao
thé thoi, néu khong, may hinh lodng ngodng nay cé y gi chit?” Truong
Hang Anh voi gop 101, “Cha t6i xem bifc tranh nay nhu tinh mang vay,
chang thé w, hom nay biét t6i bi Tda Kim Ngo Vé khao nghiém, 6ng dy bén
treo tranh 1én, bao t6i thap hwong vai lay, cau tién hoang trén trdi linh
thieng, phu ho cho tdi dwgc thong qua.”

N6i roi, ga quay nguoi di vao g& bitc tranh xudng, chuan bi bé vao hop cat
di. Ngac vuong Ly Nhuan ding day theo vao, hoi: “Ta xem qua dugc
khong?”

“Puong nhién roi, thwa gia!” Treong Hang Anh voi cung kinh dang bic
hoa Ién.

Thdy Ngac virong Ly Nhuan quan tam nhw vay, may ngudi kia cling xam
lai, sam soi ba mang muc trén do.

Chi thady ba mang myc 16n nho khac nhau, nhem nhudc chang theo bo cuc
gi. Hoang T Ha nhin ngang nhin doc hoi lau van khong ra y nghia. Nhung
khi Ngac veeong Ly Nhuan xoay bitc vé di, c6 thoang trong thdy mot dom
do tham chim gitta mau muc den, bén viron ngwoi nhin that ky. Tiéc rang,
nhin lau ciing chi thdy mot cham d6 nhw mii kim, con lai déu loang 16 den
kit.

Thinh linh, Chiéu virong vo tay reo 1én: “Ban vwrong nhin ra r6i!”
Chu T Tan véi héi: “Chiéu virong gia nhin ra gi vay?”
“Pay la ba nguoi!” Chiéu veong tro ba mang muc, hao hing phan tich:

“Cac nguoi xem, tr phdi sang trai, dau tién la mot ngudi dang oan minh
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gidy giua trén mat dat, miy nét lem nhem bén canh, chinh la ngon Itra chay
ric! Noi ngan gon thi, day 1a vé canh mét ké dang bi Itva thiéu!”

Nghe ga n6i vay, moi nguoi déu d6 don mat vao mang myc dd, dan da cling
nhin ra. Chu T Tan lai tré 1an dai ngoan ngoeo phia trén vét myc hoi:
“Thé cai ngoan ngoéo nay la gi day?”

“La khai...” Chieu veeong ngap ngung noi duge nira chirng thi syc nhao ra,
bén vo6 bop vao vai Chu T Tan: “La sét, sam sét d6! Ké nay bi sét danh
chét!”

Truéc mat Hoang T Ha bong hién ra canh twgng & chua Tién Phic: Nguy
Hy Man bj sét danh triing, quan quai trong Itta, cudi cung chét chay.

Chu Tt Tan ciing tram ngdm: “O, t6i nhé ra roi, tén Nguy Hy Man & pha
cong chia chang phdi hom tridc bi sét danh triung ma chét chay v? Khong
ngo lai giong hét nhw trong bitc tranh nay!”

“Trung hop that!” Chiéu vuong nai.

Truwong Hang Anh cling xen vao: “Nhuwng bitc hoa nay da ¢ nha tiéu nhan
muoi nam nay roi, tién dé qua doi cling vira tron muwoi nam, tiéu nhan nghi
chac khong c6 lién quan gi dau.”

“Pung thé, tén hoan quan kia m&i chét vai hom thi lién quan gi dén biic

tranh t muoi nam trede chi? Chi la trung hop thoi.” Chiéu veong thong
tha nhan xét.

Moi nguai déu cho la phai, tiec thi gat Nguy Hy Man ra khéi cau chuyén.

Tri twdng twgng cua Chu T Tan that bao la, sau khi duwgc Chiéu virong
khoi goi, ga nhanh nhau chi ngay mang muc ¢ gitta, réu rao: “Noi vay thi
t0i cting nhin ra r6i! Hinh thi hai, cling la mdt ngwoi, cac vi xem, nhitng
doc dai nay trong nhv cai 16ng, nhot ngwdi nay bén trong, co 1€ la mot tu
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nhan. May dém muc xung quanh, trong giong vét mau, c6 1& &m chi nguoi
nay chét trong long.”

Moi nguoi déu gat dau khen phai, lai don mat vao hinh thit ba. Hinh nay
gom hai vét muc mot trén mot dudi, vét bén trén nhin thé nao ciing khong
giong nguwoi. Moi nguwdi dang cham chi nhin thi Treong Hang Anh da ha
hoc miéng 6 lén.

“Nguoi nhin ra r6i w?” Ngac veeong Ly Nhuan héi.

Ga gat dau lia lia, roi cang thang dap, “Tiéu nhan thay... thay cai nay trong
nhu... mot con chim 16n nhao xuéng mé nguwoi, ma ké bén dwdi hinh nhw
dang chay tr6i chét... Gitta 16p muc den hinh nhw con c6 mot dom do, rat
giong mot vét thuwong nhd.”

“Um, ban vwong ciing nghi thé!” Chiéu viuong gat dau tan dong.

“Thi ra thé... Thi ra n6i dung bitc hoa nay la thé a?”Ngac viong Ly Nhuan
tram tuw 1am bam.

Hoang Tw Ha nhiu may thac mac: “Nhwng no6 tai van khong hiéu, vi sao
tién dé lai vé ra bitc tranh nay? R6t cudc ba hinh vé nay c6 ngu y gi ch?”

Van dé nay duwong nhién khong ai tra 10i dugc. Ngac vieong Ly Nhudn cudn
bttc tranh lai tra cho Trwong Hang Anh ro6i no6i: “Bat ké day c6 phdi ngy but
tién dé hay khong, n6 ciing la thit quan trong vGi phu than ngwoi, nén cét
can than thi hon.”

“Vang.” Trvong Hang Anh 6m cudn tranh bo vao hop, chuan bi bung 1én
gac dat vao cho cii. Vira quay ngudi, ga bong sitng so bat gap A Dich dang
ding that than ngay dau cau thang tang trén.

Hon nita, ga con thdy rd mon mot, vé mat nang khong chi ngd ngang, dau
dén, ma con méo mé di vi vui swéng, trong rat dang sg.
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Trudc canh tugng ay, Trwong Hang Anh chi biét ngay ra, vira kinh hai vi
biéu cdm ctia nang, lai s¢ nang ding khong virng say chan nga xudng, chan
chtr mot thoang, ga rdo budc di 1én, chan tredc bac cau thang dau tién, doan
hoi: “A DPich, mudi sao thé?”

Anh mét do dn ctia A Pich dirng & Truong Hang Anh, song tam tri van
dang troi tan dau dau. Mai tdi khi trong ro mat ga, nét mat nang madi tu tw
dan ra, cti gam xuong, nghén nghen dap: “Mudi nghe cac vi no6i... ndi tGi
canh twgng can ké cai chét trén bitc hoa, lai nhé t6i ké chét chay trong chua
Tién Phiic ma chiing ta thdy hom trwdc, bong sg qua, dén noi... ngay ca
nguoi ra.”

“Qi chao, khong sao dau, chiing ta chi thit hinh dung thi ma. Moi ngudi
tién miéng no6i day thoi.” Ga an Gi nang.
A Dich gat dau, tr tir 6m 14y hai vai ngo6i xuong, 1am bam néi kheé: “Khi

nao ho di... Mudi phéi xuoéng sao thudc cho bac trai.”

“Thu6c cua cha c dé ta. Mudi sg ngudi la thi ¢t & trén gac dy.” Néi r6i,
Truwong Hang Anh ddt chiéc hop vao ta khéa lai.

R0i khoi nha Truong Hang Anh, Hoang Tt Ha va Chu T Tan vé cung
duong, ben cao tir Chiéu veong va Ngac vuong.

Hoang T Ha dé y thay nét mat Ly Nhuan rat la. Tiéu veong gia phiéu hot
nhu tién, gio day lai than tho ngan ngo, tuy van gugng cudi tir biét bon ho,
nhung anh mat c¢ nhin xa xam, chang dé thit gi vao mat.

Birc hoa kia rét cudc cé diém gi ky la, ma khién Ngac virong ngo ngan nhw
thé?

Hoang Tt Ha vita nghi nggi vira cwdi Na Phat Sa di cham cham, men theo
nhitng tan hoe rgp bong doc duwong, cing Chu T Tan quay ve.
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Puong gitta mua hé, dudi tan hoe vé cing mat mé. May con chim trén canh
thinh thodng lai cat tiéng liu lo.

Chu Tt Tan di song song vGi c6, chgt viron tay vo nhe 1én dau Na Phat Sa:
“Sung Co, thé nay cling d& lam r6i, dirng lo nghi nita.”

“Hd?” Hoang Tt Ha ngudc nhin ga.

“Tuy tam thoi chwra thé t6i Thuc, nhwng chang phai Quy vieong van dgi
cong cong w, gidi quyét xong viéc cia Pong Xuwong cong chia, néi khong
chtrng chuing ta c6 thé cung 1én duong.”

Hoang T Ha thé dai: “Cong tir thay day, cdi chét cta tén Nguy Hy Man
pht cong chua cling giong vu tai nan ctia pho ma hom nay, déu khong co
manh moi gi cd. Vu pho ma con dé lai chit dau vét, chi vu & chua Tién
Phuc thi trong thdi gian ngan khé ma biét c6 phéi do ngwdi gay ra nita
khong kia.”

“Thi thé, nhung hoang thwgng sting ai BDong Xwong cong chiia, cong chia
bdo diéu tra thi chiing ta phdi tra thoi... Hay ct diéu tra btra di, may hom
nita bao cao dai khai la dugc.”

Hoang Tt Ha ghim cwong, nghi nggi roi ndi: “Van nén dén sém xem sao.”
“Xem gi cg?”
“Pén chua Tién Phic, xem c6 cho nao can chu y khong?”

Ditt 101, c6 v6i quay dau ngwa, chay thang vé phia chuia Tién Phiic, Chu T
Tan lat dat dudi theo: “Pgi ta vdi, ta cling di!”

Chua Tién Phiic h6m nay vang ngat, khac han canh nhén nhao hom truéc.
Tuy dong ngon ngang da duge don sach, nhung bai cé bi xéo nat cliing
nhitng hoa cé gdy gap van la minh chitng ranh ranh ctia vu hon loan.
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Hoang Tw Ha va Chu T Tan di qua ctra 16n, trong thiy hai nha sw dang
cam may bao tai khong di vé phia h6 phong sinh, vira di vira lac dau than
thé.

Chu T Tan lién hoi: “Xin hoi hai vi dai sw, ho phéng sinh xdy ra chuyén gi
sao?”

“Qi, tham 1&m, dirng nhic dén thi hon.” Hai nha su dap.

Hai nguwoi bam theo xem, khong khoi trgn tritng mat, ring dong dén noi
khong thot nén 10i.

Trén mat ho phong sinh chu vi chirng hai tram bwéc 1énh phénh day ca
chét, troi dang nong nuc, ca lai qua nhiéu, 16p nay chong 1én 16p kia, nhitng
con chét treong bén dwdi bung phinh to, nhiy mudn day bat con bén trén ra
khoi ho.

Mui ca chét tanh ngom x6c thang t&i khién Hoang Tt Ha va Chu T Tan
phai cudng quyt bit miii, quay phat di, suyt nita thi non ra.

Hai nha su déu lac dau than: “Cong ditc oi la cong ditc, nguwdi khap kinh
thanh déu muon lam c6ng ditc, ngd dau bay nhiéu cong dirc déu thanh dao
mo ca.”

Hoang Tw Ha va Chu Tt Tan ditng duwdi mai hién bit mii, nhin hai nha sw
kha kinh dung vai nut mii lai, roi 1dy xéng xtic ca do6 vao bao tai.

Chu T Tan ding tr xa héi vdi sang: “Dai su dinh x ly dong ca chét nay
thé nao?”

“Pwa ra ngoai thanh, dao ho chén.” Nha su cao giong dap.

“Vay phdi dao sau lam nhi, vat va qua!”
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Hai nha su khiéng mdt bao cé chét di, vira di vira dap: “A Di Da Phat,
nhitng con cd nay déc lam. S6m nay c6 con méo lén vao trém mot con, vira
an da nga lan ra. Néu khong chon sau, e rang sé gay hoa.”

“C6 doc u?” Chu Tw Tan va Hoang T Ha nhin nhau, roi bat chap mui tanh
thdi nong nac, dung tay ao bit miii, chay dén bén hé nhin xudng.

Chi thdy hang loat ca chét trang bung, da bat dau won thoi, thie chang lan
ra manh moi gi. Chu T Tan bé canh cdy, xién vao miéng mot con ca, vt
1én noi: “Ta dem vé kiém nghiém thir.”

Hoang T Ha liéc qua mat ho 1énh phénh day ca chét: “Theo 1€ thuwong thi,
du ho phoéng sinh chat nich, ciing khong thé chét sach cé chi trong mot dém
duwgc.”

“Bai vay, co 1€ la bi ngwdi ta ha doc.” Chu T Tan cam phan néi, “Ké nao
ma tan nhan dén thé, di dau doc tat ca ca trong ho phong sinh?”

Hoang Tw Ha tram tw khong néi. Chu Tw Tan két luan: “Nhat dinh 1a mét
tén ac nhan bién thai, khong muon thdy ngudi khac song yén 6n!”

Pitng day ndy gid, Hoang Tt Ha cling khong chiu néi mui thdi, bén quay
ngwoi di vé phia chinh dién: “Cong ti cat ca di, chiing ta ra hién truong
hom qua.”

Truéc Pai Hung bao dién. Trén manh san rong noi Liéu Chan phap su
giang kinh, buc gianh kinh da dugc d& bo, dé lai mot khoanh trong khong,
chi con mot cay nén 16n ditng strng sitng bén 10 hwong khong 16.

Phia bén kia, canh sgi bac sét lai, m6t nam nhan tu6i ngoai ngii tuan dang
ngo6i chom hom, dung xéng cao 16p sap nén trén nén san.

Ldo cao rat manh, dén noi lung wét dam dia, mo6 hoi lan dai trén girong mat
gay go chdng chit nép nhan, ti tich nhé xuéng nén gach xanh béng gidy vi
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nang chiéu, chi trong nhay mat da boc hoi.

Hoang T Ha buéc dén ngbi xudng canh ldo: “Lao trewgng, sao lai ngoi &
day m6t minh cao nén vay?”

Ong 1ao ngang 1én nhin co, r6i lai cui dau tiép tuc cao, khan khan héi lai:
“Nguoi la ai?”

“Ta phung lénh Dai Ly T, dén tra xét vu hon loan hom qua.” Hoang Tt
Ha dap.

Bdy gio, ong ldo mdi rau i dap: “Pay la nén do lao lam ra!”

Hoang Tt Ha syc hiéu, thi ra 6ng ta chinh la nguwdi thg da tao ra déi nén
nay, L& Chi Nguyén.

“P6i nén nay la tdc pham lao ty hao nhat doi. Trir 1do ra, cac vi nhin xem,
trong thanh Trwedng An nay con ai lam dugce d6i nén hoan my nhw thé
nita?” L Chi Nguyén quét mo hoi, r6i tré cay nén con lai, “Lao sinh ra tai
Trwong An, 1én sau tudi bat dau theo cha hoc 1am nén, nghé lam nhang déen
ctia nha ho Lir da truyén dwgc bon doi, dén lao thi dit dwong hwong héa!
Ldo day da nam muoi bay tudi, lai 6m yéu, lyc bat tong tam ro6i, von twéng
do6i nén nay la phut huy hoang cudi cung cta Lit gia, nao ng@ ong troi quai
ac, nd huy hoai ca sdn pham hoan my nhat doi nay cta lao!”

Hoang Tt Ha lién an i: “Troi gidng sdm sét, sitc nguwdi khong can dugc,
chuyén nay cting la xui xéo thoi ma.”

“Hirm...” Ong ldo ching mang dén may 10i an ti, khé nhoc ditng day, tiép
tuc cao mot mang sap nén khac.

Chu T Tan xach chiéc lan bén canh lai gitp lao, doan hoi: “Sap nén nay
van dung dugc u?”
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Lt Chi Nguyeén vtra cao sap bo vao lan, vira dap: “Lao da phat nguyén
tredc dirc Phat rang, sé lam lai mot cdy nén khac. Gid sap ong dat dé, thu
thap dugc chirng nao hay chirng nay, con lai 1do sé bu thém vao.”

“Tiéc that, cay nén 16n nhw thé ma né tung chay trui ca, chang con bao
nhiéu.” Chu T Tan than thé, “Lao c6 chitng kién canh twgng hom tredc
khong?”

“Lao khong cé mat.” L Chi Nguyén cham chu cao nén, chang buén ngang
1én: “Vi d6i nén nay, lao da phai lam lién tuc bdy ngay by dém cho kip
hoan cong, vira dwa dén day, lao cling ngat xiu luén, dugc ngudi ta khiéng

Ay

ve.
“A phai, t6i qua ta c6 nghe néi.” Hoang Tt Ha gat dau.

“Pung la cai s6 ma! Ai bdo trdi muodn trirng tri 4&c nhan nén méi giang sam
sét, doi nén lao doc hét tam huyét ciing vi thé ma bi va lay!” Lao L xi mot
tiéng day khinh ghét.

Chu T Tan tram tw noi: “Ta cling nghe no6i, moi ngwdi déu bao la troi
phat.”

“Loai hoan quan vttt bé ca ton nghiém ctia dan 6ng dé gianh lay vinh hoa
phu quy, c6 viéc gi khong dam lam dau? Trén doi nay, ké tan 4c nhat chinh
la may tén hoan quan nam khong ra nam ni* khéng ra nit d6.” Lao Li¥ miét
thi.

Hoang Tt Ha nhin bo do hoan quan trén minh, chang biét 1ao L{r thyc sw
khong nhan ra y phuc hoan quan, hay c6 y chtti ché mang meéo, danh cwoi
guong.

Chu T Tan cai lai: “Lir 1ao ba khong thé ndi thé dugc, hoan quan ciing c6
nguoi tot ma.”
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“Nguoi tot hd? Ngudi tot ma viit bd ca cai dé v? Ban 6ng dan ang khong
lam, lai ty bién minh thanh thi bat nam bat nit nhw thé?” Li¥ Chi Nguyén
khinh khi htr mét tiéng, “Trén doi nay, dan 6ng chinh la trgi! Khong mudn

"’

lam troi, ty chon 1ay phan ti tién
Hoang Tw Ha chang biét néi gi v4i 1ao gia nay nita.

Chu T Tan thac mac: “Lao b4, vira ndy ba ba n6i nhang dén nha minh dut
duong huong hoa... Lé nao ba ba khong co6 con?”

“Hay, vo lao v6 tich sw, khong sinh dwgc con trai, da thé con chét sém, dé
lai mot dira con gai, chang trong mong dwoc gi ca! Phi!” Lao nho toet mot
cai.

Nghe dén day, Hoang Tt Ha dirng day, phui quan do néi: “Pugc r6i, toi di
xem bén h6 phéng sinh kia da don xong ca chwa.”

Tha ra d6 chiu mui thdi, con hon & canh 1o gia coi thwdng nit nhan nay.

Sau khi ttrng bao ca chét dugc khiéng di, mui th6i hoac dac quanh twéng
chtrng muon n6 tung ra cling giam bt phan nao.

Hoang Tw Ha va Chu T Tan dén gio mdi thé phao, bit mii di dén bén ho
phong sinh da tro day, hoi hai nha su: “Hai vi dai sw, cling hom hom r6i
nhi.”

“Khiéng not hai bao nita thi cling hom hom.” Nuéc trong hé phong sinh da
thao hét ra ngoai, hai nha st men theo bac da di xudng, vira dung gau va
xéng xuc ca chét vira than van: “Hai ngwdi ching t6i duge phan cong trong
nom ho nay. Hom trwdc hay tin sé c6 rat dong thién nam tin ni phong sinh,
hai chiing t6i da xa nuwdc ho nao vét don dep, mat ca ngay troi, mét dén suyt

"’

ngat xiu, chang ngd hom nay lai gap phai chuyén nay, thién tai, thién tai
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Chu T Tan t6 vé thong cam: “Chd cho viéc nay qua di, don dep xong ho
phong sinh, hai vi cling cé thé nghi ngoi.”

Hoang T Ha bong dé y thay m6t dom sang 160 ma. Co bat chap mui thoi,
106i xudng ho phéng sinh, di dén ngoi thup xuéng canh dém sang no, quan

sét that k.

Ra la mét sgi day sat manh hon dau diia, dai chirng hai thwéc, dau trén
thang tap, dau dudi dugce uén thanh hinh méc cau. Mot dau soi sat bi gi,
con dau kia dwong nhw da dwoc toi rén, 10 mo anh xanh.

Hoang Tw Ha bén nhat 1én, sam soi trén tay mot hoi.

“MGt sgi sat binh thwong théi ma.” Chu T Tan ngoi xuéng canh co, két
luan.

Hai nha su dang xtc ca canh do6 néi: “Hom trwdc ching toi da nao vét sach
sé long ho, khong hé thay thit nay.”

“Cé 1é hom qua trong ltic hon loan, ai d6 da lam roi xuéng.” Nha su kia
noi.

Chu T Tan gat dau tan dong.

Song Hoang T Ha lai cam sgi sat no ditng day: “La nhat la sgi sat thé nay
dung lam gi ch¥? Con mang dén ca phap hdi, la vi sao?”

“Nhiéu nguyén nhan lam, vi nhw dé quan quanh thit gi do rat nang, sg day
thitng khong chiu n6i.”

“Vay thtt d6 dau r6i?”

Chu T Tan vat 6c nghi mai khong ra, danh chong ché: “Co 1é nguoi ta
dung dé budc quanh ganh mu6i chang han, mu6i roi xuéng nwéc tan hét,
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sgi thép cling roi ra, ké ban mudi chi c6 thé trach minh xui xéo, vt quang
ganh noi 1énh phénh trén mdt nwdc 1én ma di thoi.”

“Ai lai ganh mudi dén phap hoi chen chiic chit?” Hoang Tt Ha cling chang
biét lam sao, danh cam sgi sat kia di Ién, trao cho Chu T Tan, “Phién cong
t* dem dén Dai Ly Ty gitp t6i, ¢t bao la vat chirng.”

Chu T Tan kinh hai héi lai: “Cong cong thuc sw dinh pha vu nay sao?”

“Pha sao duwgc? Trwdc mat xem ra, tat ca chi la tai hoa ngau nhién thoi.”
Dt 10i, Hoang Tt Ha quay minh di thang, “Tot xau gi cling kiém 1ay mot
vai thi¥, dé chitng t6 khong phai ching ta lam quay lam qua.”

“Co6 ly 6 ly.” Chu T Tan bat ngén cai tan thwdng.

Sau khi chia tay Chu T Tan, Hoang Tt Ha dan Na Phat Sa vé phu Quy
vuong, mét nhw nguoi.

Vra thay dai thiic canh ctra, c6 héi ngay, “Vwong gia vé chwa?”

Biét dwgc Ly Thw Bach van chwa vé, Hoang Tt Ha cang thady néng nuc
thém. Gi¢ dang gitra ha, khi trgi oi bitc, cd bén di mic hai thung nwdc tam
rua.

Ngam minh vao nuéc lanh, chang may chéc c6 da binh tinh lai. Mui hwong
bo két cling gitip c6 quét sach nhitng mét méi lo toan trong tam tri.

Puong gic Mui, khu nha danh cho hoan quan trong virong phu lang ngat
nhu to. C6 tam tap xong bén ngoi trong phong vira lau kho téc vira nghi tGi
cudc hen v6i Veong Uan toi nay.

Gio Dau, chi con mot hai canh gio nita théi. Von dinh ban bac véi Ly Thw
Bach, nao ngd y lai vang nha, khién co6 thay bon chon kho ta.

Nhung viéc phai dén at sé dén, c6 cling danh dén dau hay day vay.
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CO tham canh cdo ban than, Hoang Tw Ha, trdc day moi viéc nguwoi déu
dwa vao chinh minh, vy ma mé&i dugc may ngay, sao lai bat dau muon dwa
dam ké khac roi?

Doi toc kho, c6 thay sang do hoan quan, chdi téc gon gang roi cam tram
1én. Soi vao guwong dong, chi thdy mot tiéu hoan quan da dé non na, doi mat
den lay sang ryc nhu diém son.

Du tra tron gitta dam hoan quan nam khong ra nam nit khong ra nit, song
dwong nhw c6 van c6 vé noi bat. Hoang Tt Ha 1ay phan vang ra, toan xoa
1én mat, nhung nghi di nghi lai, cudi cung bo tay xudng. Viéc da dén nudc
nay, che giau con tac dung gi dau.

M¢ hoc ti ra, trong ngan tu trong khong la cay quat hom dé Vuwong Uan
tang coO.

Co cam lay quat di thang ra ctra, gap ngay Lw Van Trung hét hai chay dén,

hi hitng goi: “Stung C06, mau 1én mau 1én, com t6i nay c6 ca lw, mon cau

"J

thich nhat ay. Thim L6 bao da phan cho cau mét con to roi

Hoang T Ha lac dau cudi vé6i y: “Khong can dau, cho huynh day, t6i phai
ra ngoai.”

Luw Van Trung ngac nhién hoi: “DPi dau thé? Theo virong gia ra ngoai u?”

Hoang Tt Ha mim cwoi, di dwgc may budc mdéi ngoanh lai, nghiém trang
dap: “Pén Vuong gia, nha ho Vwong Lang Gia. T6i nay Vuong do ty hen
t0i.”

6

Du vi mo xanh
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Pau gio Dau, Hoang T Ha y hen dén nha ho Vwong. Vang trang vira nho
1én tr dang Bong, khém hoa nghiéng nghiéng d6 bong xudng mat dat.
Vwong Uan dang dgi ¢6 ¢ hién Ta Nguyét Nghénh Phong nam giita hoa
vién nha ho Vwong, nhin ra ho.

Gitra lan gi6 hay hay, co trong thdy Vwong Uan chap tay sau lung ding do
mot minh, anh trang len qua ké 14 chiéu xuéng, nhw ding muc nhat phac
hoa ngan van chiéc 1a 1én bd do trang ctia y. Nét mat y an sau anh trang
nhan nhat, nhin vé phia Hoang Tt Ha dang cham cham men b ho di dén,
anh mat thoang 16e 1én.

Thoat nhan ra trong long do6i phwong ciing do dy bat an chang kém gi minh,
Hoang T Ha bong thay diing khi troi 1én.

Ké doi dién quyét khong phai doi tha dang sg ma c6 thudong twdng twgng.

Bdi thé, Hoang Tt Ha bén rdo nhanh bwéc chan, khi chi con cach y chirng
ba bwdc, co6 chinh lai 40 xong roéi hanh 1é chao hoi: “Vwong cong ti.”

Vwong Uan tham tram nhin c6, hoi 1au khéng dap.

Hoang Tw Ha thang ngwoi day, cung kinh dwa cdy quat tGi tredc mat y:
“Luc trede da ta Vuong cong ti@ cho mugn quat, hom nay toi xin tra lai.”

Lic nay y mGi mim cuwdi, gio tay cam 1ay cay quat man mé, doan hoi: “Sao
hém nay khong gidu giém ta nita?”

Co khé dap: “Giau dau thi hd dudi, c6 tac dung gi dau.”

Khée méi Vwong Uan thoang 16 nu cuwdi. Y ding la con chéau thé gia dién
hinh, khi do ung dung nhan nha, du trong long khong vui, nu cudi cling chi
thoang vé giéu cot: “Néu moi chuyén ém tham, c6 1€ hién gio ching ta da
thanh vo chong réi. Vay ma hém nay lan dau gap madt chinh thitc, lai thanh
ra thé nay.”
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Nghe ra y méc mdy va trao phing an trong giong néi 6n hoa cua y, Hoang
T Ha né tranh khong dap. Co cui gam mat, khong dam nhin y, chi héi khé:
“Chang hay Vuong cong tit nhan ra than phan that cta t6i tir bao gio?”

Y cham chu nhin c6, r6i cham rai dap: “Lan dau gap mat, ta da thdy c6 hinh
nhw giong mot ai do ta tirng gap, nhwng bay gio khong dam khang dinh, vi
than phan c6 duong dwong la hoan quan phu Quy vuong. Veé sau, co vach
tran hoang hau, pha giai vu an Vuwong Nhuoc, ta lién nghi ra ngay, c6 nhat
dinh la ké ta hang canh canh trong long.”

Hoang T Ha can méi néi nho: “Chuyén ngay trudc, déu la téi khong phai
v6i cong tit. HOm nay t6i tGi day ta 16i, mong cong tit bé qua cho nhirng sai
quay lic xwa cua toi, doi nay kiép nay, Hoang T Ha xin doc hét sitc bu
dap cho cong tt, khong dé cong tir phai ho then vi t6i nita.”

Vuwong Uan khéng ngd ¢6 lai than nhién nhan 16i nhw thé, kho tranh sitng
nguoi, gwong mat lanh bang ciing diu di may phan. Nhin khuon mat cti
gam cuda co, lau that lau, cudi cung y thd hat ra: “C6 viéc gi phai vi ké ay
ma giét hai ngwdi than ctia minh?”

“Khong phai t6i.” Long nguc budt 1én nhw ¢6 ai xé toang vét thwong cd,
Hoang Tt Ha gang nén dau, run ray dap: “Toi phdi cdi trang nam nhi, lan
10i ngan dam dén tan kinh thanh, la dé mwon sitc triéu dinh, truy bat hung
tha thyce su, rivra sach oan khién cho minh!”

Vwong Uan lam thinh h6i lau m@i néi: “Co nhitng chuyén cé 1€ 1a troi
muon tréu ngwoi, xin tiéu thw bét dau budn.”

Co can moi, lang 1€ gat dau, gang kim nén dé khong roi nwdc mat. Thay sac
mat c6 tai nhgt, nhwng van quat cwong can chat moi, long y bong dang lén

mot cam giac phuc tap, khong kim dugc khé bao co: “Thyc ra, tredc nay ta
van khong tin c6 la hung tha. Thoat dau ta cho rang c6 sé nwong nho nhitng
nguoi ban cii cia cha minh, nén da nhiéu lan t6i nha nguwdi quen cda cha co6
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nghe ngong, song chang thiy tung tich. Chi la khéng sao ngd dugc, c6 lai
lac minh bién héa, tré thanh mét hoan quan bén canh Quy vuong.”

“Pay clng la co duyén xao hgp, doc duong toi xay ra chut chuyén, tinh co
gap dugc Quy vuong. Gia ra diéu kién, néu t6i c6 thé giip gia giai quyét
mot viéc, gia cling sé giup t6i rita oan, dwa tdi vé Thuc lat lai ban an.”
Hoang T Ha cup mat xudng, rau ri no6i: “Cé diéu toi cling khong ngo, viéc
gia sai t6i gidi quyét, lai la hon s cta gia, con lién quan t&i chuyén co mat
cua quy pha.”

“Pay ciing la chuyén khong thé tranh, khong trach c6 dugc.” Vuwong Uan
noi doan lai thé dai: “Sang nay luc chai kich cuc, ta nong nay qua, mong co
dung dé bung.”

Thay y khoan dung v&i minh dén do con tw nhan 16i trudc, Hoang Tt Ha
bong chot da.

Hai ngudi ngoi quy xuéng hai bén chiéc ky thap dwéi hang hién, déi dién
nhau. Gi6 1ong bon bé, hoi nwéc boc 1én lanh lanh, &nh dén trong phong
phan chiéu xudng séng gon lan tan bén ngoai, 1ap loang lung linh.

Vwong Uan khong tiép tuc chu dé khi ndy, ma bay diém tam ra mdi co:
“Lan tredc c6 dén nha, ta thay co rat thich an banh anh dao. Gid hét mua

anh dao r6i, cd thir bAnh mo nay xem.”

Béanh mo xanh dat trén dia st trang, rac miit hoa hong vun lén, sac xanh
non phoi cung dé tham trong that dep. Vi ngot cua mit hoa cung vi chua
ctia mo, tao nén mot hwong vi hoan hdo, lam moén khai vi tinh té€ khong gi
bang.

Thay Hoang Tt Ha thich moén nay, Vwong Uan lién day dia banh téi trudc
mat c6 réi noéi vai vé vo tam: “Con gai hay thich an mo. Nhung loai qua
nay thye ra rat chua, phai wép that nhiéu mat ong méi an dwoc.”
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Hoang T Ha thdy y c6 an y, lién dirng lai, ngwéc 1én nhin.

Y dam dam nhin c6, nhe nhang tiép: “Néu khong cé mat ong, lai c@ khang
khang doi hai mo an, ha chang phai tw chuéc kho vao than u?”

Hoang Tw Ha cup mat xuéng, can moi, im lang mot hoi méi dap: “Ciling
nhw ngwoi ta udng nuwdc, am lanh ty hay ma thoi. Nguwdi ngoai khong uéng,
c6 1é khong thé cam nhan dwgc.”

Vwong Uan hoi mim cwdi, lai ddy mot dia ca xat 1at gion vé phia co.

Anh tring roi xuéng mét nwdc, len qua khung cita mé toang, 14p loang
xung quanh cho ngoi. Hoang Tt Ha ngo6i trwdc mat y, nhin nu cudi gan
trong gang tac, long ngén ngang tram moi, nhwng chang biét phai ma 10i
thé nao. Mdy lan dinh lén tiéng, song nhitng 16i mudn ndi déu tan bién
trong c6 hong, cudi cung c6 chi biét cui dau, vo cham chu an.

Vwong Uan ngoi trede mat, cling lang 16 ngam guwong mat cdi gam cua co.
Co van la thiéu nit y thoang thdy ba nam trudc, chi la vé bau binh non nét
da khong con, bat dau 10 ra dwong nét quat cuwong, nét nao ra nét ay.

Ba nam trudc... C6 mudi bon, y cling chi la mot thiéu nién mwdi squ tudi,

héo hitc mudn xem mat vi hon thé kinh tai tuyét diém trong truyén thuyeét,

nhung lai xau ho, phai ra nguwdi khac vao cung cung, mdi dam liéc trém c6
mot cai.

D6 1a mot budi chiéu xuan, c6 mac ao lua ba 16p mau ngan hong, chiéc ao
trang khoac ngoai théu day nhitng bong hoa may tim tim, déa dam doa
nhat.

CO & cudi hanh lang, di sau mot dam cung nit, song lai thon tha linh hoat
hon ai hét, nhw mot nhanh lan vira chém hé. Y ¢t cham chap nhin theo co,
khong dam chép mat, chi sg dé 16 mat co hoi quy bau nay.
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Mai t6i khi c6 di dén dau mut hanh lang, y méi thay c6 ngodi lai. Cudi
cung, gwong mat y tirng v6 so lan twdng twong, cling hién ra tredc mat, nhw
phéo hoa thinh linh nd r§ gitta troi dem.

Guong mat c6 chiéu xuan dy da in sau vao tam kham y, nhw duwgc khac
bang lwdi dao sac bén nhat, khong cach nao boi xé6a dugc.

Vay ma ngudi con gai y tam niém sudt ba nam, lai tdng cho y sy si nhuc va
ton thwong chi mang nhat. Thaoi gian do, y ci tran troc nghi nggi, an khong
ngon ngu khong yén, chi thdy dwong nét gwong mat nhin nghiéng khac sau
trong tam kham ay ri mau, déng vay, cudi cung dé lai vét seo dén chét ciing
khong thé x6a md. Y tran tré nghi mai, khong hiéu cho nao c6 van de, rot
cudc la tai sao ma ngwoi minh mong dgi ba nam, vi hon thé dep dé nhw
nhanh lan hé né kia, lai tdng cho minh mot mé6i nhuc 16n nhu thé, chinh tay
bép chét ky vong y dp u bay lau.

Pam dam nhin Hoang T Ha tredc mat, nghi dén nhitng mong chd sudt ba
ndm nay da tan thanh may khoi, y biét ro c6 1a ké dau sé khién minh va ca
gia tOc phai mang nhuc, song trong choc lat cling chang biét phai noi tiép
thé nao.

Cam nhan dugc anh mat y, Hoang T Ha thdy 16ng nguwc nhw bi bép nghet,
hét sitc kho chiu, cdm gidc nghet thé dy khién long c6 nang triu.

Co6 cham cham dat chén s trén tay xuong ban, can moi n6i khé: “Xin 10i...
Thure ra toi, t6i cling mudn cung cong tr ban bac gidi quyét ém thdm
chuyén nay, c6 gang khong kinh dong dén nguwoi ngoai, hai ching ta ty giai
quyét vGi nhau...”

“Gidi quyét w... Y c6 muon néi gi vay?” Vuwong Uan nhin c6, cham rai hoi.

Hoang Tt Ha mim chat moi, nguwdc 1én nhin y, lau that lau, mdi nan ra
duwge may chit: “Y tdi 13, hity bé hon wéc.”
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Cap mat phuong tuyét dep cia Vuwong Uan nhin chong choc vao c6, nhw
muon x06i thung mot 16 trén ngwoi. Pung ldc c6 nghi con thinh nd cia y sap
bdc phat, Virong Uan bong doi mat nhin ra manh trang chénh chéch ngoai
song, cat giong tram binh tinh: “Ta sé khong huy hon véi c6 dau.”

Ban tay c0 dang dat trén ban bat gidc siét chat lai thanh nam dam.

Y van nhin ra ngoai song ctra, ngam gi6 dém lua qua lay béng hoa dap don,
gang khong ché ban than, cudi cung, vé mat sa sam ciing dan dan ra. Co
nghe thay giong y nhe nhang nhu dang thu thi, tham chi con duwgm vé diu
dang dén la: “Hoang T Ha, tiéu thw la ngwoi vo toi cudi vé, c6 mai moi lé
lat dang hoang, hon thw canh thiép lam chitng. Bat ké c6 pham tdi gi, bat
luan c6 dang & dau, chi can t6i khong dong y hiy hon, thi doi nay kiép nay
co chi thudc vé toi, khong thudc veé bat ky ai khac.”

Loi n6i ra diu dang nhu thé, song lai khién 16ng nguwc Hoang T Ha dau
bu6t nhuw vira bi giang mét don nang. Hoang Tt Ha kinh ngac ngang lén,
gilta nhitng gogn séng lan tan cung anh den chap chon, gwong mat y van hét
sttc 6n hoa diém tinh, song co lai thay ca thé gigi dang day song, 1ong nguc
nhuw vira trao 1én m6t luong mau néng, long bong dung cang thang va lo sg.

Co0 gang hit vao mot hoi dé tran tinh lai, dap khé: “Pa ta Vuwong cong ti
qua yéu. Song chinh t6i cling chang rd doi nay con cé ngay dugc ding
tredc mdt nguwoi khac niva hay khong, néen... khong dam lam 16 do cong tt,
cling khong dam phién cong tt phai chd dgi. Dau sao cong tir cling la dich
ton chi trudng, c6 trach nhiém phdi mang. Néu chi vi téi ma lam 16 d& viéc
cua dong ho Vuong, thi ca doi Hoang Tw Ha cling khong yén long dugc.”

Nghe vay, y chi mim cudi an ui: “Co khoi lo, nha ho Vuong sé ung ho co,
ddc strc gitp co rira sach moi oan. Ta cling sé dgi t6i ngay c6 lam sang to
dugc chan tuéng.”
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Hoang T Ha lac dau khang khang khudc tir: “Nhuwng toi da chang thé ty
chu, gio thanh danh nho nhuéc, chang dam vong twéng dugc may man binh
yén nhu nhitng thiéu nit binh thudng nita. Ddi nay ki€p nay... e rang t6i va
cong tit vo duyén roi. Xin Vwong cong tt chon ldy méi lwong duyén khac,
Hoang T Ha... danh ho then vé6i cong t théi...”

Anh méit Vwong Uan sang ric, nhin x6i vao cd, nhw muén soi thau ca tdm
.

Hoang T Ha cling nhin y, lang 1€ cdn moi.

That lau, c6 nghe thay y néi rat khé, nhu than thé: “Hoang T Ha, c6 vién
ra bay nhiéu ly do hgp tinh hgp ly, twéng ta khong nhin thay dugc bung da
co u?”

Trwdc &nh mat rung dong long ngudi cua y, Hoang Tt Ha bong sén ca gai
0c, cdm thdy minh nhw bi dén vao chan twong, khong tron di dau dugc. Co
khong dam ngang 1én nhin y, chi biét cti dau nin ldng, béng nwdc ngoai
song dugc anh dén phan chiéu, gon 1én lan tan trén hang mi.

Giong y van nhe nhang ma cham rai: “Thuc ra c6 van to twdng tén Vi
Tuyen do, phai khong?”

Hoang Tt Ha thong tay khong dap, chuyén tinh cam ctia co nguoi nguoi
déu biét, c6 giau giém chdi cai cling vo dung, nén danh lam thinh.

“Co luc, ta cling thay rat bat Iyc, rat... dau dén.” Y nhin ¢6 cham cham,
mot ngon Itta am tham bung 1én trong mat: “Vo chwa cuwdi cta ta yéu mot
nguoi dan ong, gay ra chuyén dong troi nhw vay, ca thién ha déu biét, song
ga dan ong do, lai khong phai la ta. Xin hoi c6 c6 tirng nghi dén cdm nhan
cua ta khong?”

Hoang T Ha cti gam mat, run ray dap: “Xin 16i... Viéc dén nwdc nay, déu
la 1am 16i cua t6i, xin Vwong cong tit chon 1ay danh mon khué ta khac, viit
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bd con ngudi xui xéo nay di. Hoang T Ha... kiép sau nguyén dén bu tat

ca.”

“Kiép sau u? Ta can cai kiép sau hw do ay lam gi?” Giong noi von diu dang
hoa hoan, Iic nay day lai nhuém vé lanh lung, “Hoang T Ha, c6 khong
can phi 10i nita. Bat ké co & dau, du la géc bé chan troi, trén troi dudi dat,
ké ca c0 co chét roi, cling van la nguwdi cta ta.”

Giong y lanh bang, chang chira cho nao dé thuwong lwgng.

Hoang T Ha ty biét 16i cau khan ctia minh coi nhw vo ich. Nhung c6 cling
chang biét lam sao hon, danh khom ngudi vai y mét vai that dai, khé noi:
“Thit cho Hoang Tt Ha con mang ndang mon ng mau cua cha me, thu 16n
chwa tra, khong thé ban long vi tinh cadm nit nhi, mong Vuwong cong tir hiéu

»

cho.
Dt 101, ¢6 ditng day di thang.

Bén tai thodng nghe tiéng gié lwdt qua, canh tay c6 bi tom chat.
La Vwong Uan, y dubi theo tom 1ay o tay co.

Co khong kip dé phong, theo phan xa quay lai nhin y, chi thady cdp mat ritng
rue nhu Iva, nhin chong choc vao minh.

Hoang T Ha bong thdy tim thét 1én, bat giac lui lai mot budce, song vira lui
lung da ap vao twong, chang con dwdng lui nita.

“Ké do... Co la vg chwa cwdi ctia ta, ma chi tam niém mot minh ké doé thoi
u?” Y nam lay vai an c6 vao twong, gang ha giong hét mic cé thé, nhung
khong nén noi con gian, gwrong mat twoi tan nhw gié xuan hang ngay gio
day da thanh ra bao 16n, &nh mat xody sau vao tim gan c6 nhu gi6 x6i mua
tuon, khién c6 bong thdy dau x6t va yéu dudi hon bao gio hét.
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Néu khong c6 Vii Tuyén thi xuan nay, ho da thanh vg chong.

Néu khong c6 tham kich dau dén kia, c6 1é doi nay kiép nay, nam tay co sé
la ngwdi chong hoan my nay day, vira tuan td, diu dang, lai la con nha thé
gia. Co 1€ o cling c6 thé cung y sat cam hoa hgp, nang an ngang may, bach
nién giai lao.

Song gid day, c6 chi thay noi sg hai vut qua trong ngue, phdi c6 sitc ngoanh
mat di, khong dam nhin thang vao y. Nhung y lai ctii xudng, hoi thd néng
ray pha vao tai co, c6 nghe thay y khé goi minh: “Hoang Tt Ha...”

Tiéng goi hoi khan, hoa cling tiéng thd se sé cta y, lan ra trén ma co, toat
1én khi vi khién ngudi ta ring dong.

Y an co vao twong, cdi dau, hon 1én méi co.

Trong nhdy mat, c6 thady mo hoi lanh ta ra khap ngudi. Hoang T Ha
nghién rang, dung hét sitc gio tay 1én, dinh day bat y ra.

Prung ldc dau ngoén tay c6 cham tGi 1an 4o tredec nguc y, bén ngoai chgt co
ngwoi go nhe 1én canh ctra mé toang, khé bam: “Coéng tt, Quy viong phu
dwa thw dén, n6i 6 la giao cho Dwong Sung Co6 c6ng cong.”

Duwong nhw, Vuwong Uan suyc tinh.
Y budng vai c0 ra, lui lai hai buéc, sitng nguwoi gidy lat roi nhin ra ctra.
Troi da toi sap tw lic nao.

Sap dén gio giGi nghiém, du la virong phd, trir nhitng viéc quan trong hay
bénh nguy cap, binh thwong ciing khéng thé ty tién di lai.

Vwong Uan nhu vira tinh mong, thé dai mot tiéng réi ngoi xudng bén chiéc
ban thap, néi khé: “Pwa vao di.”
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Hoang Tw Ha dwa vao ctta, long ban tay rin mo hoi lanh, dau 6c choang
vang vi kinh hai. C6 phdi gang 1am méi gio dugc tay don lay phong thu,
béc phong bi, riut manh gidy hoa tién van séng bén trong ra.

Bitc thw dugc gdp vudng van, nhin rat day dan. Co gié ra xem, chi thay mat
tQ gidy trang.

Khong c6 mot chit.

Hoang Tt Ha liéc qua r6i nhanh nhau gap lai bé vao bao nhv cti, doan
ngang 1én nhin Vwong Uan: “Vwong gia cé viéc gap triéu toi vé phu, e rang
toi phdi vé roi, mong cong tr lvgng thit.”

Ban tay Vuong Uan dat trén ban run 1én rat khé, gan nhw khong thé nhan
ra. Y gang khong ché ban than, khéng nhin c6 nita, ma ngoanh dau huéng
ra ngoai song, ngam trang trong gié mat, nu cwdi diu dang thuong ngay lai
hién 1én moi, cdt giong 6n hoa binh tinh, néi ranh rot tirng chir mét: “Dém
khuya swong lanh, di dwong can than.”

Pém he, bau troi trong vat nhw dugc got riva, t'ng ngoi sao xanh biéc kham
Vvao neén troi.
Hoang Tt Ha giam 1én anh sao quay vé vitong phd, qua nhién Ly Thw

Bach van & trong thw phong doc sach.

Trén dau la bon chiéc den 16ng treo trén xa nha bat gidc cham hinh canh
phuong, sang ruc nhuw ban ngay. Y da thay sang do don bang lua trang, sac
trang tinh thudan mém mai chay dai theo ngwoi, dudi anh den, cang toat 1én
vé cao khiét, nhu tuyét do non cao.

Gitra déem khuya thanh vang, nhin tw thai tinh tai ma phéng khoang ay, trai
tim dang loan nhip cia Hoang T Ha thoat binh 6n lai.

Co bang qua rém thwa, nhe nhang di dén trudc mat y, ngoi xudng.
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Ly Thu Bach chang buon ngang 1én, chi héi: “Vuwong Uan nghi ngo nguoi
lr?”
Co gat dau héi lai: “Gia biét r6i a?”

“Khong biét.” Y gap sach lai dat qua mét bén, “C6 diéu nghe nguoi trong
pht néi Veong Uan hen gap nguoi, dé phong van nhat, bén giti cho nguoi
mot phong thu trang.”

Hoang Tt Ha lang 1é gat dau. Mot phong thw trang, néu xay ra chuyén thi
c6 thé ctitu nguy cho co, néu khoéng sao, c6 cling cé thé khéng quan tam, tat
ca déu do c6 quyét dinh.

“Vwong Uan... da biét tdi la Hoang Tt Ha r6i.”

“Du sao ciing la vg chwa cwdi ctia minh, lai tirng khién minh mang moi
nhuc 16n, kho tranh man cdm.” Ly Thw Bach van than nhién, “Néu y thdy
mot tén hoan quan giéng Hoang T Ha ma khong hé dé y méi la la day.”

“Nhung vé sau c6 1é sé phién phic lam.”

“Khong dau, vi ta sé gitp nguoi gidi quyét.” Ly Thu Bach néi ra nhe nhw
khong, nhung trong 10i noi lai toat 1én vé kién quyét khong thé nghi ngo.

Hoang Tw Ha gat dau, cau nay cia y da xua tan hét hoang mang va sg hai
Vuong Uan gieo xudng long c6. Nhitng gié tdp mwa sa ma cd twéng sé phai
dwong dau, lic nay day, cling tiéu tan ca.

Hoang T Ha yén long cti dau, nhoén miéng cuoi.

Pém khuya thanh vang, hai nguwdi ngoi doi dién nhau, Ly Thw Bach chi
nguwdc mat la thady guwong mat cdi thap cia Hoang T Ha, ngon deén trén ban
dwong hat anh hong nhan nhat 1én dung mao c6. P6i ma ngoc rng 1én sac
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tham nhu hoa dao, kiéu diém diu dang, twa ho mua xudn dang am tham nd@
rd ngay canh y, chang dé ké khac hay.

Thdy anh den khé lay dong trén hang mi c6 nhw séng, y voi dwa mat nhin ra
phia ban, ngay trwéc khi cd nguée 1én. O do, trong chiéc binh Iuu ly, con ca
do dang yen lang ngu.

R6i nhw dé pha vd khong khi yén tinh, Ly Thw Bach chuyén chu dé: “Lic
trudc da bao, nguoi phai gidi thich ro rang cho ta nhi?”

Hoang Tt Ha nh& ngay ra nhitng 16i Ly Thu Bach ndi trén san kich cic
hém nay. Co gitup do mot ké bi y duoi khoi doi nghi tregng, cling cé nghia
la &m tham chong déi y, khong coi chd nhan nhv y ra gi nita.

Tirc thi, o6 thay 4p lwc minh phai d6i mat con 16n gap tram lan khi ndy, hoi
thd cling don dap han 1én: “Vwong gia la chti nhan cta t6i, tdi phai tan
trung véi gia; Trvong Hang Anh 1a ban t6i, t6i phdi tan nghia véi huynh Ay.
Tuy trung nghia khé ven doi bé, nhung Truwong Hang Anh c6 on vdi t6i,
ngoai nghia ban be, tdi con phai bao on... Suy di tinh lai, t6i danh gitp
huynh ay truéce vay.”

“Thé nén quan hé gitta hai nguwoi cac nguwoi than hon, ma so ra thi ta lai la
so hon, ding khong?” Ly Thu Bach liéc ¢6, “Hoang T Ha, nguoi ding la
o tinh c0 nghia, phan ro than so nhi.”

Hoang T Ha bong thay mo hoi lanh tda ra day lung, voi phan bua theo
phan xa: “Vwong gia doi véi toi on nang nhw nui, c6 1é doi nay ki€p nay
Hoang Tt Ha khong sao tra ndi... nhung on ctia Treong Hang Anh, thi t6i
tra dugc.

Ly Thw Bach nhin c6 cham cham, thdy c6 van cii dau ngoan ngoan, dang
vé bt ritt sg sét, anh den roi 1én mat 1ap loang lay dong, nhw phu 1én dung
mao c6 mot tam the mong day bat an, by gio méi cudi khé: “Thuyc ra
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Truwong Hang Anh thé nao, ta chang quan tam. Ta chi khéng thich nguwoi tw
y hanh dong.”

Hoang Tt Ha v0i cti dau, té y nhan 16i. Y bén doi chu dé: “Chuyén & chua
Tién Phic co6 tién trién gi chwa?”

Hoang Tw Ha lién thuat lai moi chuyén hom nay & chua Tién Phic, roi gio
tay wéc lwgng: “Soi day sat do dai chirng hai thudc, mot dau gi cong lai
nhw méc cau, dau thang kia dwong nhuw da dugc téi rén, 10 mo 4&nh xanh.”

“Sang mai ta sé dén Pai Ly Ty tim xem.” No6i doan, Ly Thuw Bach lai nhin
sang co: “Con nita, hdm nay ta nhan 16i Bong Xwong, dé nguwoi nhing tay
diéu tra nhitng chuyén qudi la quanh cong chiia, nhung thye ra ngwoi khong
can qua cang thang. Tuy Bong Xwong la cong chua, song nguai cling la
nguoi phu Quy veeong, khong nam duwdi quyeén cai quan ctia cong chia, can
dy vao chang qua la gitip do Pai Ly Ty ma thoi, khong lién quan gi téi
cong chua ca. Bai thé, néu cong chiia doi héi diéu gi qua dang, nguoi ci
day sang Thoi Thuan Tram.”

Hoang T Ha dau kho thay cho Théi Thuan Tram, nhwng van dap: “Vang.”

“Con nita, van dé 16n nhat 1a,” Ly Thw Bach than nhién tiép, “tai nan cta
pho ma va céi chét cua tén Nguy Hy Man trong chua Tién Phiic, rot cudc c6
quan hé gi khong?”

“Chuyén xdy ra tai san kich cic, an tinh bén trong lai kha phttc tap, thé
nén...” Ngay ti dau, c6 da khong muoén dinh vao. Hoang T Ha nghi bung,
doan dwa mat bat lIivc nhin Ly Thw Bach, anh mat nhw héi, khong phai gia
da muon nhung vao tr dau day chi?

Ly Thu Bach thay ro cau héi cta co, song chang ndéi chang rang, chi go go
ngon tay 1én ban nhw nghi nggi, cudi cung viron tay mé ngan kéo, rt ra
mot to gidy duwa cho co.
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Hoang T Ha nghi hodc nhan lay, r6i cham cha doc.

Vii Tuyén, ct nhan phu Thanh D6, thang triwdc 1én kinh chuan bi tng thi,
lam hoc chinh(*) tai Qudc Tw Giam, giang Chu lé tap thuyét. Dong Xwong
cong chiia nghe tiéng, mai vao phu giang Chu 1€, Vii tir ch6i nhiéu lan
khong duwgc, ndm ngay tGi pha binh giang mot 1an.

(*) Hoc chinh: ngwdi quan noi quy va giang day tai Qudc T Giam.

Trén gidy chi vén ven bay nhiéu hang. Hoang T Ha dat to gidy xuéng,
mim moi nhin Ly Thw Bach khong néi.

Ly Thu Bach binh than Ién tiéng: “Ngoai pho don dai rat nhiéu vé chuyén

nay.”
Poc dwoc may 10i vé quan hé gitta Vi Tuyén va phua cong chiia, Hoang T
Ha van c6 thé mién cwdng tran tinh, nhwng nghe thay cau nay, c6 bién sac.

L&i don vé Bong Xwong cong chiia va Vii Tuyén... Bon dai nhitng gi,
dwong nhién khéi can phai noi.

“Khong ngo han lai dinh dang dén phta cong chda.” Ly Thue Bach khong
nhin c6 ma thong tha ngao nghé bung chén tra 1én nhap mot hép, anh mat
ditng & con ca nho dang ngu yén trong binh lwu ly, “Nghe néi, tuy han con
tré nhwng hoc van rat chac, lai thwong co kién gidi doc dao vé truwde tac cna
tién hién. Poi nhan x thé va khao cttu sach va rat nghiém tic, nén cac vi
hoc chinh, trg gido va hoc luc & Quéc T Giam dén khen nitc né.”

Hoang T Ha ding duwéi den, lam thinh héi 1au khéng noi.

“Nguoi dinh thé nao véi vi...” Y can nhac mot thoang roi tiép, “nghia
huynh nay day?”
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Hoang T Ha dap khé: “Gid day Vi Tuyén khang khang cho rang t6i la
hung tht giét hai ca nha, nén cam han thau xwong. T6i nghi... néu tranh
duwgc mat nhau, thi nén tranh la hon.”

“Co6 mot viéc, ta van thac mac mai.” Ly Thw Bach dat chén tra trong tay
xuong, anh mat cham cham dirng & c6, nhw dang ngam nghi, “Han va
nguoi quen biét nhiéu nam, doi bén cling da tho 16 tinh cam, ngwoi la ngwoi
thé nao, han phai rd nhat magi phai, sao ctt khang khang cho rang nguoi 1a
hung thu?”

Hoang T Ha im lang nhin y, hoi 1du méi khé khang ké: “Cha me Vi
Tuyén mat sém, vé sau dugc cha t6i nhan nuoi. Nam ngoai, huynh ay do cw
nhan & Thuc, theo luat, dwgc triéu dinh ban cho nha & va ngwoi hau. Cha
me bén khuyén huynh dy don ra d6 6. Hom dau tién huynh &y di, troi do
tuyét sudt dém. Sang sém hom sau, t6i dang dinh chay dén tham, thi thay
mot ké khap nguwdi phu day tuyét ditng bén ngoai phu st quan, nhin k¥, héa
ra... la Vi Tuyén, da bi lanh dén tim tai mat mdi.”

No6i dén day, giong c6 bat giac run 1én, héi lau méi kim nén dwgce, khé nhoc
ké tiép, “Huynh ay no6i & nha mdi khong quen, cit cdm thay nhw tir nay vé
sau khong con gia dinh nita vay, mra dém khong ngu dwgc, bén doi tuyét
1an 16i dén tredc ctra nha t6i, song lai ngai khong dam vao, danh ditng
ngoai ctra dgi, gan dugc ching toi chirng nao hay chirng ndy...”

Ly Thw Bach thay ¢6 rung rung nwdc mat, twdng nhe minh van la Hoang
T Ha dang song hanh phiic yén vui trong phu sit quan kia, than thd nhin
dan vao mot diém hw vo gitta khong trung, tira ho dang nhin vé nhitng ngay
thang tudi hoa twoi dep nhat, nhin vé thdi thiéu nit xa x6i da tréi di mai
mai, khong bao gio tai hién.

Xuyén suobt ca thoi thiéu nit ctia co, Vi Tuyén la phan quan trong nhat, dep
dé nhat trong hoi tc.
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Y doi mat nhin di cho khac, gang ha giong hét mitc, néi vé binh tinh nhat:
“Xem ra han rat quyén luyén gia dinh nguoi.”

“Vang... Huynh ay xem trong gia dinh t6i hon hét thdy. B&i thé, cang
khong thé tha thi¢ cho t6i, ké da hay hoai thit huynh ay xem trong nhat.”

“Ngoai ra?” Ly Thu Bach gang hoi.
Co ngap ngung nhin y.

Vé mat y van than nhién, mwdi ngén tay dan vao nhau ké duwgi cam, anh
mat tham tram xody vao c6: “Ngoai chuyén do ra, nhat dinh con mot diéu
gi do, khién han nhan dinh nguwoi 1a hung tha.”

Hoang T Ha khé can mo6i, hoi lau mai run ray dap: “Thu... T6i da viét
cho huynh ay mét biec thw.”

“Viét thé nao?”

Tuy da 1au ngay, song Hoang T Ha van nh¢ ranh rot ndi dung thw. C6 ben
cham rai doc 1én may cau quan trong nhat.

“Vu an may hom tredc dén tan Long Chau diéu tra da ro chan twéng, ding
la do cha me ngan can chuyén tinh cam cua con gai, hira ga con cho nguoi
khac. C6 con gai nita dém bén bo c6 doan treong vao thitc an, hai chét ca
nha, ban than cling uéng thudc doc tw van. Nwéc mat nhw mwra, long nhw
Itra dot, trdm nghi néu chiing ta ciing 1am vao canh 4y, liéu mudi c6 viit bo
nguoi nha, buwéc 1én con duwong khong 16i vé ay chang?”

Nghe c6 ranh rot doc ra bitc thu tinh viét cho nguwdi khac, ngén tay Ly Thw
Bach dang bung chiéc binh lwu ly bat giac siét chat lai. Y gang kiém ché
con séng ngam cuon lén trong long, thong tha hoi: “Viét ti lic nao?”

“Bon ngay trudc vu an cta gia dinh t6i.”
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“Chinh la btrc thue Vi Tuyeén trinh 1én quan phu sau khi nha nguoi xay ra
chuyén phai khong?”

“Vang...”

“Néu bay gio doc dugce bitc thw ay, ta cling sé tin rang ngwoi la hung tha,
chang phai thé v?” Y cwdi lanh lung, anh mat sac hon dao, “Bitc thw chinh
tay nguoi viét, chinh la t6i chitng 16n nhat cta ngwoi.”

Hoang Tt Ha nghién rang khong dap.

Viéc ty minh lam ra, khong thé quay ngugc thoi gian dugce, c6 khong muon
phan tran, cling chang cach nao phan tran néi.

Pém mudn canh thau, béng cdy trung diép. May da che khuat mat trang,
bén ngoai quang sang ctia ngon den bao trum 1én ho la béng dém tham
tham.

Ly Thu Bach vu6t ve chiéc binh Iwu ly, tram ngam that 1dau m&i nhin c6,
thong tha néi: “An oan giita ngwoi va Vii Tuyén, ta khong tién héi t6i.
Nguoi tu lo liéu di.”

Hoang T Ha ngang 1én nhin Ly Thuw Bach. Duwéi anh dén, trong y cang ruc
rd hao quang, nén cang thay lanh ling quyét tuyét.

Co6 im lang hanh 1€, dinh lui ra.
“Phai r6i, c6 mot chuyén phai néi vdi ngwoi.” Ly Thu Bach néi thém, “So
v6i Bbong Xuwong cong chia va Vii Tuyén, con mot nguwdi nay, nguwoi phai

lwu tam hon nita, hom nay c6 nguoi trong cung Thai Cuc dua tin cho
nguoi, bdo nguoi 1ap tirc vao bai kién.”

Hoang Tt Ha ngac nhién hoi: “Ngay bay gio u?”
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“H6m nay mudn r6i, dé sang mai.” Ly Thu Bach nhin ra manh trang ngoai
song noi, “Ba ta da co viéc tim nguoi, co 1€ giai doan nay nguoi cling
khong thé roi kinh, hon nita viéc ba ta dinh sai nguoi, at co lién quan téi
Quaéch thuc phi va Bong Xwong cong chiia, nén ta mu6n nguoi & lai kinh
thanh lo vu nay.”

“Vang.”

Y cham chu nhin c6, tham tram ma binh than, “Gan day Quach thuc phi
hanh dong don dap, nguwdi qua dwong ciling biét bung Tw Ma Chiéu(*).
Vuwong hoang hau triéu kién nguoi, chac cling vi chuyén nay.”

(*) Tw Ma Chiéu chuyén quyeén dinh cwép ngoi cia nha Nguy, chuyén nay
ai ai ciing biét. Y chi mot viéc rd rang, ching c6 gi bi mat.

Hoang Tt Ha lang 1é gat dau, lai nghe y néi: “Mong rang nguwoi tw biét
minh. Néu khong lam dwgc thi dirng c6, dén lic d6 ta sé ra mat cho.”

Co gat dau, song van quat cuvong dap: “Toi sé hoan thanh.”

Ly Thu Bach nghe vay chi nhéch méi cudi giéu: “Khong biét lwgng sire.”

Sang sém hom sau, Hoang Tw Ha vira tr¢ day da thay nguoi cua pht cong
chua doi truedc ctra phong. Vién hoan quan tén Pang Xuan Man nhan nhé
nai ni: “Duong cong cong nhanh 1én dugce khong, hom qua cong chua da
bdo t6i phai dan ngai t6i roi, xem nhw ngai citu t6i di ma!”

Hoang Tt Ha nhin ra ngoai troi, kinh ngac héi: “Sém thé nay cong chuia da
héi dén viéc ay réi u?”

“Cong chuia con chwra ddy, nhwng 16 nhw vira tinh da héi thi sao? T6i van
nén mau mau voi ngai dén la hon, cong cong noi cé phai khong?”
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Nhin 4nh mat van nai cia Dang Xuan Man, Hoang Tt Ha cling danh rtra
mat that nhanh, ro6i theo han téi phti Bong Xwong céng chua.

Pha bong Xwong cong chia qua la twong ngoc vach vang, tuy khong nguy
nga trang lé nhu hoang cung, nhung ciling dat vang trén mai, treo chudng
vang gitta khém hoa dé xua chim, rém triic dung to vang chi bac dét thanh
hoa van trang tri, cad nhitng thit 1at vat trong pht déu nhuém vé xa hoa.

Hoang Tt Ha ditng lai trwde san dgi tuyeén triéu.

Swong sém van chua tan, trén dau con nghe chim chéc liu lo. C6 dwong
mai nhin thi nghe thady bén canh vang 1én mot giong ngai nga tham thwong:
“Dwong cong cong cling dén day u?”

Hoang Tw Ha quay lai nhin, ra 1a Thoéi Thuan Tram, thiéu khanh Pai Ly
Ty. Han cui dau u rii, dan theo bon nha sai Pai Ly T, sau khi chao hoi
xong xudi, Thoi Thuan Tram rau 11 ngo6i ngay xudng chiéc ghé canh co:
“Cong cong an sang chwa?”

“Thua, no tai chiwa.” Hoang Tt Ha li€c nam dau tay in han trén mat han,
binh tinh dap.

“Ta cling chwa.” Cam nhan dwgc anh mat cta c6, han nhan nhé 6m ma giai
thich, “Sang nay lic thitc day vo y gay ra tiéng dong 16n, kinh dong dén
con cop cai & nha, két qua...”

Nh6 ra danh hiéu thién ha dé nhat s¢ vg ctia Théi Thuan Tram, Hoang Tt
Ha chi cuwoi ceoi khong noi.

Thoi Thuan Tram ciing 1ay lam nguwgng nghiu, lai phan bua, “Ba ay cling la
x6t ta sang sém tinh mo da phai day lo cng vu, muén & bén ta thém lic
nita, ti€c rang khong biét cach thé hién ma th6i, Dwong cong cong néi co
phai khong?”
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“Pung thé.” Hoang T Ha nghiém trang dap.

Thdy Dwong Sung Co ciing tan thanh v&i minh, Thoi Thuan Tram vui vé
han, quay lai thi thay thi nit yéu diéu bung hop do an di dén, han cang thém
mung rd: “T6t qua roi, ching ta an sang truwdc da.”

A thi ni* nhoén cwdi, m& hop bung mi va chéo ra. Thoi Thuan Tram bén goi
tat ca lai dung bita.

Pang Xuan Man v6i mic cho moéi ngwdi mot chén chao nho. Thoi Thuan
Tram thdy a thi nit thanh td, bén hoéi: “Nguoi la ngwdi hau bén canh cong
chua u?”

“N6 ty Thuy Chau, hau ha céng chua tir nhd, vé sau lai theo cong chia xuat
cung.” Néi r6i & nhoén cudi, cdp mat cong cong, lai thém doi ma trang ndn,
tuy dwong nét khong dep lam, nhung dang dap thuy mi diu dang khién
nguoi ta gap roéi la nhd mai khong quén, “Cong chia dan rang c6 1€ Thoi
thiéu khanh va Duong cong cong khong nam r6 tinh hinh trong pht, nén
néu can gi ct hoi no ty.”

“That tot qua! Ta dang lo trong phu cong chiia nha ctra san sat thé nay,
chang biét phai bat tay tir dau day.” Th6i Thuan Tram néi, doan nhin sang
Pang Xuan Man.

Pdang Xuan Man voi thra: “No6 tai Pang Xuan Man, ciing nhw Thuy Chau
va Nguy Hy Man, déu hau ha cong chda tir nhé, nam ngoai lai theo cong
chia xuat cung.”

“Trong phu cac nguoi c6 bao nhiéu ngwsi?” Thoi Thuan Tram hoi.

Pang Xuan Man con dang ling ting thi Thuy Chau da nhanh nhau dap
ngay, “Bam Thoi thiéu khanh, pht cong chia hién gio ké ca quan gia va
pho quan gia ctung hai phong thu chi 16n nhé la bon mwoi hai ngwoi, hoan
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quan bdy muagi tdm nguwdi, thi ty mot tram hai mwoi tdm ngwoi, dau bép va
chay vat hai trdm bén mwoi bdy nguwoi.”

“Bao nhiéu nguoi theo cong chia xuat cung?”

“Bay gio hoan quan la bdy muoi tam ngwdi, thi ty ba muwoi sadu nguoi.
Nhitng ké khac da phan dwgc tuyén tir dan gian khi thanh thwgng ban du
cho xay phti cong chia, con muwdi may nguwoi nita bao gom nguwdi chan
ngua, quan kho va tho khéo, déu vao trong vong mot nam nay.”

Hoang T Ha thdy Thuy Chau liét ké ranh rot nhw vay, lién héi: “Nguy Hy
Man c6 an oan véi ai khéng?”

Thuy Chau ngam nghi mot thoang roi dap: “Nguy Hy Man va no ty cung
hau ha bén cong chia, xwra nay van doc long tan tuy, can man than trong,
hét da trung thanh.”

Thay Bang Xuan Man cé vé ngap ngirng, muon noi lai thoi, Hoang T Ha
lién héi: “Pang cong cong va Nguy Hy Man déu la quan ndi, thuwong ngay
c6 phat hién gi khong?”

Pang Xuan Man voi dap: “Thuc ra... Thuc ra, hom trwdc, n6 tai phat hién
y cdi va véi... Xuong Bo ¢ nha bép.”

“H4&?” Thoi Thuan Tram nghe vay buéng diia hoi ngay, “Sao y lai cai va vGi
mot dau bép?”

Pdng Xuan Man luéng cudng thwa: “No tai... no tai khong biét.”

“Xuwong Bo khong phéi dau bép, ma la ngudi cai quan ca bép 16n va bép
nho, lo com nwéc quanh nam, thwong duwge cong chia khen la 1am viéc can
trong.” Thuy Chau thay vay lién dap thay, “Xwong B0 1a no ty & nha pho
ma, khi cong chua ha gia(*), pho ma bén dan theo vé. Nam nay ciing hon
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ba muoi r6i, van chwa 1dy chong. Con ho cai va vé chuyén gi, thi chiing no6
ty khong ro.”

(*) Cong chia thanh hon véi nguwdi c6 dia vi thap hon thi goi la ha gia, y la
phai ha minh 1dy ngudi thap kém hon.

“Cai va a? Giita t6i va Nguy Hy Man ay u?”

Xwong Bo dang chon moén an ngay mai, thay ho tdi, bén dat t& gidy xudng.
Luan vé nhan sac, Xwong Bo cling tam tam, phai cai nét mat qua nghiém
nghi, hai nép nhan han sau bén mép da twdc hét phong van cta chi ta.
Xwong B6 nhé k¥ lai, roi gat dau: “Pung la c6 chuyén nay.”

Tri sy dirng sau voi 16i gidy bt ra ghi lai.

Thay vay, Xuwong Bo bién sac héi, “Chuyén nay la thé nao vay? Lé nao cac
vi cho rang t6i c6 lién quan tdi cai chét cia Nguy Hy Man u? Y... y chang
phai bi troi phat hay sao?”

Hoang T Ha véi tran an: “Xwong B0 c6 ¢ yén tam, ching toi chi tim hiéu
nhitng viéc hang ngay cua Nguy Hy Man theo 1€ thoi, c6 c6 c6 sao ndi vay
la dugce.”

Xwong B6 van nghi hodc cang thang, do du hoi: “Chang r6... cac vi mudn
hoi chuyén gi?”

“Vu cai va may hom tredc, c6 co thuat lai cho ching t6i nghe dugc
khong?”

“A, 1a chuyén d6 v.” Xuong Bo hoi cao giong, rd rang van con bat man,
“Hang ngay t6i lo cai quan viéc an udng tir trén xudng dwdi trong pht, con
Nguy Hy Man la ngwdi hau can bén canh cong chia, von di chdang giao hao
gi, song cling khong c6 hiém khich. Ai ngd may hém trudce y tdi tim toi,
héi linh lang hwong, td6i bao khong co, y bén cao giong mang toi trdc mat
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bay nhiéu ngudi ctia ca bép 16n bép nho. Cong cong néi xem, toi tir nha
pho ma dén, tir dau da cai quan hai mwoi may ngwdi & nha bép, y ngang
nhién bi mat t6i nhw thé la y gi? Nghi y 1a nguwdi than tin ctia cong chua,
nén liic y t6i danh nin ling nghe ming. Ngd dau bay gio... Oi, ngudi chét
la hét.”

Hoang T Ha lai héi: “Co c0 cai quan nha bép, sao y lai héi dén linh lang
hwong?”

“Ke ra thi cling la toi xui xéo. May hom trudc, toi vira khéo... tim dwoc it
linh lang hwong, loai hwong liéu nay rat quy, theo quy ct trong pht, néu
nguoi dudi o vat gi quy gia, phai trinh 1én cho cong chua xem trudge. Ai de
cong chua ché thi roi vao tay Nguy Hy Man, y dung hét r6i lai nghi nhat
dinh t6i van con nén ngang nhién t6i doi thém, ding la mat day hét mic!”

Hoang Tt Ha tiép tuc truy héi: “Xin héi cd co, linh lang hwong ay tir dau
ma co vay?”

“La... nguwoi quen cua toi cho.” Xwong B6 cti dau, té vé kho chiu, r6 rang
la khong muon tiép tuc cha dé nay, “Du sao thi nguwoi ay cling chi cho bay
nhiéu do thoéi. Sau do, t6i cling khong gap Nguy Hy Man nita, dén hom sau
thi nghe n6i y da chét, 1a... bi sét danh, toi 1dy lam ngac nhién, trom nghi 1é
nao ong troi cling nglta mat th6i ngang ngugc cia y?”

Hoang T Ha gat dau, doan hdi not cau cudi cung, “Vay lic Nguy Hy Man
chét, co6 co g dau?”

“Hom &y 1a ngdy Quan Thé Am dic dao, trong phi phai &n chay. Béi thé
sang ra to6i da dén nha bép trong coi, dé tranh lan thitc man vao. L& nhu bi
cong chuia phat hién, chang phai to chuyén v, cong cong bao co6 ding
khong?”

Tho6i Thuan Tram tién miéng dap: “Pung thé.”
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Prng lic ay, hoan quan chay téi thdng bao: “Cong chia da day, cac vi c6
thé vao bai kién r6i.”

Thoi Thuan Tram va Hoang T Ha lién bo Xwong B0 lai, di thang dén cho
cong chuia. Tt dang xa da thay mot dam thi nit gam lua lwot 1a, thuét tha tw
dai cao di xu6ng, trén tay ai ndy déu lap lanh vang ruc. Bén gan mdi phat
hién, thi ra nhitng mam vang trong tay ho déu la cAc mén an sang Pong
Xwong cong chua dung xong sai don di.

Hoang Tt Ha tham nghi, néu c6 Chu T Tan & day, nhat dinh ga sé néi
mam vang chang c6 tac dung gi ca, mam bac t6t hon nhiéu, con c6 thé
nghiém doc!

Tho6i Thuan Tram ciling tram tr6, “Pung la ‘ca xat mam vang thi nit bung’,
nghe néi bat dia trong pht cong chda déu bang vang bac, qua khong sai.”

Thuy Chau nhoén cudi: “Thud nho cong chuia ¢ trong cung, tirng bi manh
st cira duat tay. Tu do thanh thwgng ha 1énh, bén canh cong chua khong cho
phép bat c¥ d6 gom st nao xuat hién nita, cit thé dén tan bay gio.”

Thoi Thuan Tram va Hoang T Ha chi biét cam nin. Ttrng nghe ngoai pho
don rang hoang dé nang niu Bong Xwong cong chiia nhw chau bau, song
that khong ngo, ngai ngy lai chiéu con t&i mitc nay.

Pong Xuwong cong chia mac vay do ruc, mai toc 6ng a bui loi, mot minh
ngoi trong phong tiép kién bon ho.

Nang ng6i ngay ngan trén sap, chi cai doc mot cdy tram. Song cdy tram nay
hoa 1€ tinh xdo khon cting, dén n6i mot ké khong hay dé y dén trang sitc
nhw Hoang T Ha va m6t nam nham nhw Thoi Thuan Tram, vira trong thay
da bi cudn hut, khong doi mat di dau dugc.

Cay tram ay déo ra tir mot khoi ngoc nguyén, cham tro tinh t€, tao thanh
hinh chin canh chim loan phwgng bay lwgn. Quy nhat 1a, khéi ngoc nay lai
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la ngoc chin mau hiém c6 kho tim, cting chang ro do tay thg khéo nao ché
ra, dva trén mau sac von cé cua khéi ngoc, déo thanh chin con loan phuwgng
chin mau, dang canh bay lwgn, séng dong vo cung.

Hoang Tw Ha tham nghi, day han la tram Cttu loan trong truyén thuyeét,
khap thién ha chi cé6 mét chiéc, dugce goi la bao vat tran quéc kho. Buong
kim hoang thugng khong tang Vuong hoang hau, lai ban cho con gai, du
thdy long sung ai Bong Xuwong cong chua.

Khéng thay bong dang pho ma. Cong chia ra hiéu cho ho ng6i xudng réi
néi: “Hom qua pho ma bi thwong, thai y ddn phai bé thudc. Ta khéng chiu
dwgce mui thudc néng ndc, nén da dudi pho ma sang phong bén ngt roi.”

Tho6i Thuan Tram gio tay 1én s bén ma vira bj tat theo phan xa, vé mat
phuc tap.

Xem ra tinh cam gitta cong chia va pho ma kha lanh nhat.
Hoang T Ha syc nghi dén 16i Ly Thw Bach.
Ngoai pho don dai rat nhiéu vé Bong Xwong cong chda va Vi Tuyén...

Co0 gang ngan minh khéng nghi tiép, dinh than lai, co 1dy giong binh than
héi: “Chang hay cong chida dién ha nghi thé nao vé viéc Nguy Hy Man? Cé
thé thuat lai mot lan dwgc chang?”

Cong chia byc béi: “Di nhién ta cé nhiéu nghi van! Thit nhat, Nguy Hy
Man xwa nay khong tin quy than, nguoi bao sao y lai dén chua Tién Phiic
xem phap hoi chi?”

Hoang T Ha ngac nhién héi: “Thua, y khéng tin quy than uv?”

“Pung thé.” Cong chia nghiéng dau nghi nggi, roi hoi thi ni bén canh:
“Lac B0i, nguoi noi co6 phai khong?”
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“Bam, ding thé. Thwong ngay Nguy Hy Man hay bi dau dau, moi lan 1én
con la chti troi mang dat, con néi néu trén doi c6 Phat Té B6 Tat that, thi
mau lam hai lang thit kia ctia hin moc lai di... Oi chao, tém lai toan néi
nhitng 16i ban thiu thoi. Hom qua con c6 ngwdi bao, Nguy Hy Man thuong
pham t0i dai bat kinh, nén méi gap bao t@ng dé.”

“T6i tredc hom xay ra chuyén, nghe néi y va Xwong B6 ¢ nha bép cai nhau
am 71, cac nguoi cling biét Xwong Bo6 la nguwdi bén nha pho ma, dén luot y
mang mo hay sao? Ta dang dinh day béo y, sai Thuy Chau goi y dén, nhung
a hoi khap phu, khong ai thay tam hoi y cd. Nao ngd hom sau lai nghe néi y
chét ¢ chua Tién Phic!” Bong Xwong cong chia cau may, “Theo ta thay
trong vu nay at c6 diéu la, it nhat thi ké dan y dén chua Tién Phuc ciling rat
dang nghi.”

Tho6i Thuan Tram nhanh nhéau néi ngay, “Cong chiia néi c6 1y lam, ching
than nhat dinh sé tra xét rd rang, khong phu ky vong ctia céng chua!”

Nghe han néi mét léo chang c6 chit thanh y nao, Béng Xwong cong chia
cling chang thém déap, dwa mat nhin sang Hoang Tt Ha: “Dwong cong cong
thay thé nao?”

“Trudc mat no tai van chwa biét dwgc gi, 6 1é Thoi thiéu khanh va n6 tai
phai hoi han ra soat trong phu mot lwgt da.”

Pong Xwong cong chia vay tay: “Thoi thiéu khanh lui ra trede di, Duong
cong cong & lai mot lat.”

Pogi nam ngudi bon Théi Thuan Tram lui ra, Bong Xuwong cong chiia méi
thong tha ditng day, dén tredc mat Hoang T Ha.

Hoang Tt Ha ding day, cung kinh cti dau hanh Ieé.
Dang nguoi Hoang Tt Ha dong dong cao, con BDong Xwong cong chua lai

nho nhan, thap hon ¢6 ntta cai dau. Nang nguwdc 1én nhin Hoang Tt Ha mét
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hoi, doan cudi noi: “Nghe tiéng Duwong cong cong tir 1au, c6 thé lot mat
xanh Quy vurong, qua nhién phong thai phi pham.”

Hoang Tt Ha cuoi guong: “Cong chua qua khen?”

“L0i ta noi ra, 1€ nao lai sai u?” BPéng Xwong cong chua liéc c6, doan tuwoi
cwoi di dén trude cira sO, ué o0di dira vao song cira, “Nguoi thay cay tram
Ctu loan ban cung dang cai ch@?”

Hoang Tw Ha gat dau, “Qua la tinh xdo cywc do, trén tai tao héa.”

“Cong cong suy cho cung cling khong hiéu dugce tam tw nit tr. Tuy ta chi
can dong ngoén tay la ky tran di bao trong thién ha sé sap hang trwdc mat,
nhung ta wa nhat, van la cay tram Cttu loan nay.” Nang gio tay vuot nhe
cdy tram trén dau thé dai: “Pung la chap niém ctia nit t, luén nghi rang
tht minh yéu quy nhat, sé c6 tam y twong thong...”

Hoang Tt Ha khong hiéu cong chia néi nhitng 16i nay v6i minh 1a y gi,
nhung ciling khong té vé non néng, chi cung kinh lang nghe.

“May hom trudce... Mot dém, lic &y Nguy Hy Man con chwa chét, ta da
ndm mo.” Cong chda chong hai tay 1én lan can, nhin xuéng bién hoa bén
dudi.

Pang giita thang Bay, tiét troi nong nwc. Nang ding trén dai cao don gi6
mat, phia dudi la rgp rop nhitng déa hgp hoan mau hong phan, dap dénh
nhu song, huvong thom ngao ngat.

Mot doa hop hoan mém nhuw to bi gié cudn bay 1én, virong vao mai téc
cong chua, khé lay dong. Nang bén gio tay g& xudng, van vé giita ngon tay,
lam bam: “Ta mo thdy mot nit ti¢ an van hoa 1€, nhung trén dau khong cai
trang sitc, ma tha toc dai cham dat. C6 ta tr trong bong t6i hién ra, tirng
buéc tién vé phia ta, dung nhan rang ngdi nhw ngoc, n6i: ‘Ban cung la Phan
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Ngoc Nhi, thuc phi nha Nam Té. C6 mét mén do wa thich, dé & cho cong
chuia da lau, mong céng chua chuan bi tra lai cho ta.””

N6i doan, Bong Xwong cong chia bong quay phat lai, giong ciing lac di:
“Phan thuc phi nha Nam Té da la ngudi tir may tram nam tredc roi. Co ta
bao ta tra lai cho c0 ta... c6 phai, co phai y noi ta cling sé...”

“Xin cong chia chd lo.” Thay cong chia so hdi, Hoang Tt Ha lién an ti,
“Chang qua chi 1a mot giac mong hw do théi. Theo nd tai thay, c6 1€ gan
day cong chua lo nghi nhiéu, nén mdi tich tu thanh gidc mo day ma.”

“Thé u?” Cong chia cau may nghi ngoi hoi lau, chot rit cay tram Ciru loan
ra dua tdi trudc mdt co: “Duong cong cong xem.”

Hoang T Ha nhan lay xem k§y. Pubi tram cong cong nhw vanh trang
khuyét, nam sau chin con loan phwgng bay lwgn quan quyt 1ay nhau, bén
trén khac hai chir trién c6 nho xiu: Ngoc Nhi.

“Cay tram nay dung la thudc vé Phan thuc phi Phan Ngoc Nhi nha Nam
Té.” Cong chua thd dai hoi, “Hién gid ngwoi da hiéu tai sao ta néng long
nhu Itvra dot hay chwa? Hoan quan bén canh minh xay ra chuyén, pho ma
cling bi thwong, ban than ta... thi mo thdy gidc mong quai g& dd, ngwoi néi
xem, sao ta c6 thé khong lo chit?”

“Xin cong chuia dirng qua lo nghi. N6 tai nhat dinh doc hét sttc minh, sém
ngay pha xong an nay dé giai trinh cung céng chda.” Thay thai do cta cong
chia, Hoang Tt Ha biét c6 an i may ciling vo dung, danh ni may cau nay.

Pong Xwong cong chida nghe vay méi nhe long phan nao, “Néu nguoi bat
dwgc hung thu sat hai Nguy Hy Man, lam bi thuwong pho ma vé quy an, ban
cung nhat dinh trong thwéng, du la trdi phat, nguoi cling phai tra r6 cho ta,
tai sao nguwoi bén canh ban cung lai bi troi phat?”
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Nhin dung mao thanh manh ma sac sdo quat cwong ctia cong chia, Hoang
T Ha bat giac thd dai trong long, voi thwa: “Do6 1a phan sy ctia no tai, xin
cong chua dirng lo, n6 tai nhat dinh doc hét sitc diéu tra vu nay.”

Céo tir Bong Xwong cong chia, Hoang T* Ha mot minh thong tha di twr
trén dai cao xuong.

Trén cao gi6 16ng, thdi tung ta 4o dé khoac ngoai ctia cd. Ong tay 4o rong
bay tung, che khuat ca tam nhin, c6 phai tim gon lai dé khéi bay, khi buéc
xuong bac thém cudi cung, Hoang T Ha ngwdc 1én nhin, chgt phat hién
dwdi goc hgp hoan c6 ngudi dang cham rai di dén.

Ngay he néng nyc, hoa nd rgp troi.

L6p 16p cay hgp hoan birng nd nhir may nhui méc, dau lang gio, canh hoa
van la ta rung xuong. Dué6i anh mat trgi choi gat, nhitng déa hoa nhw sap
chay bung lén dy da tha sitc né 9, roi cling hét minh roi rung.

Canh hoa rgp rgp, diém 1é vo song. Than cay nga xuong duwdi mai dién, che
khuat mo6t phan bong ngwoi dang di tdi. Du khong trong rd dang dap ké do,
chi nhin phong thai, cling du ring dong long nguoi.

Song Hoang T Ha vira trong thady bong dang, da thay long ban tay rin mo6
hoi lanh.

Co0 v0i va quay ngoat di, nap sau mot goc hop hoan cao 16n, nén run nhin
vé phia han.

Nam tt* no cham rai tién lai, tuy chang néi nang, nhung lai toat 1én phong
van tao nha tham tram nhw thily mdc. Chang khéc anh trang dau thang nhan
nhat, khong chdi 10a, cling khong u am, vtra du soi nguoi.

Duwong nhu cam thay sau goc cay cé ngudi, han ngang dau 1én gitta muodn
hoa, hwéng cap mat da khién van vat trén doi chim dam vé phia co.
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Hoang T Ha bat gidc ap sat lung vao than cdy, nhw s¢ han trong thay. Co
gang nin thd, chi sg hé minh thd ra, sé c6 thi gi d6 vo 0a trong long.

Vi Tuyeéen.

Sao han lai & trong pht cong chia?

Hon nita, con vao dung sang nay, khi cong chia va pho ma dang ngu rieng.
Sau lung vang 1én tiéng budc chan nhé nhe cung tiéng c6 xanh xao xac.

Han di dén goc cay co nap, diu giong hoi: “Vi cong cong nay kho & trong
nguoi u? Cé can gidp gi khong?”

Bay gid c6 mdi phat hién minh da dé 16 ra mot chéo 4o, ca ngwoi dang run
1én vi phdi kim nén nén trong giong nhuw khong dugc khae.

Co0 vo0i chinh lai y phuc, quay lung vé phia han, gugng gao lac dau.
Han dwong nhy van chwa thoi lo lang, lai héi tiép: “Khong sao thuc chir?”
Hoang Tt Ha nghién rang rdo buéc di thang.

Vira thy c6 cit dong, nu cuwdi trén mat han da cing do ra. Han cham chu
nhin theo béng c6, thay bwéc chan c6 hoi loang choang, bén nghen ngao
goi khé: “A Ha...”

Hai chit dy lot vao tai c6, mo mang nhv mong

Giong han nhu vang dén tir mot thoi khong nao xa lam, vang vong trong tai
c6 nhw song, hoéi 1au khong dit.

Budc chan co bat giac sitng lai, dong dinh tai cho. Lau that 1au, c6 mai
ngodi dau, nhin vé phia Vi Tuyén.
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Han cting dam dam nhin c6, vé mat khong chi c6 oan han, ma vo cung
phttc tap. Nhin c6, han nhuv thdy lai gidc mong xwa da tiéu tan, doa hoa
minh titng nang niu che chan tir khi dom nu gio tan ta thanh bun dat.

Co6 nhin han, h6i 1au méi goi khé: “Vi Tuyén.”

Trong khu vueon vang, dudi bong hgp hoan. Con gié nong nyc ngay he luét
qua ngon cay, hoa roi nhv mua, nhitng déa hoa hong phan virong day nguoi
cd hai, nhw to nhw nhuy, khéng sao phui hét.

Hoang Tw Ha ca nguoi day hoa, lang 1€ nhin han, nhin veé thoi thiéu nit da
vinh vién troi xa.

“Cong chia sai mudi... diéu tra hai vu an trong phu.”

Han nhin ¢6, &nh mat day vé xa cach nhw gan lai xa, thap thodng thay duoc
ca nét bi ai nhw khéng nhw cé. Lang thinh hoéi lau, cudi cung han nghién
rang cuoi nhat, “Kha lam, sau khi giét sach ca nha, gio con dwa bong cay
cao, dugc mudn nguoi ung ho niva.”

“Mudi sé vé Thuc, sau khi... két thic vu viéc & phu cong chiia.” Nén noi
chua x6t chi chuc trao 1én trong 16ng ngwe, c6 phan tran, “Quy vuong da
nhan 10i gitp mudi, it hom nita mudi sé 1én dwong quay vé, 14t lai vu an cta
gia dinh.”

Han kinh ngac nhin c6 cham cham: “Nguwoi... sé quay vé u?”

“Sao lai khong? Chang nhitng mudi phai rira sach m6i oan, ma con phai tra
ro vu huyét an cua gia dinh!” Co dat tay 1én ngwc, cam nhan dwgc trai tim
dang dap lién héi, gan nhw khong nén noi kich dong, co thd don dap hoi lau
mdi ranh rot thot ra tirng 101 gan rudt, tiéng nao tiéng nay déu dong day
nwdc mat, “Mudi nhat dinh sé chinh tay bat dwoc tén hung thta do, bao thu

")

cho cé nha
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Pitng cach c6 mot tregng, Vi Tuyén nhin cham cham Hoang T Ha, nghe
co lap 10i thé ma song triéu dang day trong mat. Nhung trong choc lat, han
van khong sao chap nhan dwoc 16i giai thich caa ¢, nén chi cup mat xudng,
cham rai lui lai mot budc, n6i khé: “Tredc day nguoi giét hai ca nha, chitng
c xac thu, ta... chang biét cé nén tin ngwoi nita hay khong?”

Trong khoanh khac ay, trai tim Hoang Tw Ha nhw ngirng dap. Canh dep nhw
mo, hoa d6 nhw mwa xung quanh, chép mat déu thanh hu do.

Nhung dirng tredc mat han, nghe nhitng 10i tuyét tinh dy, mdc cho toan
than run 1én vi lanh, Hoang T Ha bong mim cwoi. Hoa hgp hoan né rai lai
rung, 1a td nhv mua, c6 ditng gitta man muwa hoa nhin han, twoi cwdi hét
nam ay.

Chi nghe c6 cudi ndi: “Yeén tam di Vi Tuyén. Mugi sé 16i tén hung thu phia
sau ra cho huynh thdy. Trong nhitng vu an tirng gap, chwa vu nao mudi

khong phé dugc ca, huéng ho lan nay, mudi dat cwgc cé sinh mang!”

Poan c6 quay ngoat minh sdi budc di thang, bang qua 16p 16p nhitng goc
hop hoan, ta h6 chang hé nhan ra mat minh da ang ang nuwéc.

CoO cang di cang nhanh, vé sau gan nhw da chay dién cuong, chay that xa
khoi Vii Tuyén, khong hé ngoanh lai.

Mai t6i khi ra khoi rieng hgp hoan, c6 méi ngd ngang dirng chan ngang 1én.
Qua tan 14 thwa thét trén dau, c6 trong thay han cham rai buéc 1én dai cao.

Gio lay vat do, phiéu phat nhw tién. Phong thai ung dung phéng khoang ay,
khong thé hinh dung, ciing khéng thé miéu ta.

R6t cudc han c6 mdy may ban long vi lan trung phuing nay chang?

Co6 doi mat khoéi han, ngdng dau nhin trgi. Bau khong xanh ngat 1ong 1ong
trén dau, sang dén chdi mat. Lé néng von dong day trong mat, cubi cung
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cling chay dai.

7

Pau khau thiéu hoa

Hoang Tt Ha nguwéc nhin trdi, can manh vao dau lwdi, muwon con dau ép
minh tap trung tinh than.

Co0 gang hit thd dé noi nhoi buot trong 1ong ngue diu di.

Co nghi di nghi lai vé cai chét cia Nguy Hy Man, sur c6 ngd ngwa cta pho
ma va gidc mong ctia cong chia, gang tim diém chung gitta ba diéu nay,
hong xua tan nhitng y nghi vé Vii Tuyén.

Lic men theo con dwong nho dwdi goc hgp hoan di dén trwéc khung cira
tron, co da binh tinh lai, it ra nhin bé ngoai da than nhién nhw thuong.

Thuy Chau ding dgi trude cira, twoi cwoi budc téi don co: “Phong pho ma
& vwon Tic Vi, dé no ty dan cong cong dén.”

“Pa ta, phién ty ty qua.”

Thuy Chau nhoén cuwdi, di trede dan dwong. Bén triede mot canh cong, a
dinh gio tay day ra thi bong rut voi lai, dan c¢6 quanh sang dwong xa hon.
Du khong thong thudc dwong sa trong phu, Hoang Tt Ha ciling biét rd rang
a di duwong vong.

Ngoanh lai nhin canh céng khéa chat, c6 lam bd v6 tinh héi: “Bén doé la
cho nao vay, sao phai khoéa?”

Thuy Chau chan chir r6i ngdp ngirng dap: “PB6 la vweon Tri Cam, bén trong
trong rat nhiéu chudi va dién vi, tranh nang hé la tién nhat. Nhung tir thang
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trrdc, ci¥ dén nira dém lai nghe c6 tiéng khoc 16¢ trong d6, moi nguwdi déu
néi... ” Thuy Chau nhin quanh quat, thdy xung quanh khéng c6 ai, mdi ha
giong that khé, “Déu néi c6 thit khong sach sé. Cong chiia bén sai ngwoi
moi dao si dén lam phép, r6i khoa ctra lai, nghe néi phai thanh tay oan khi
muoi ndm moéi mao ra dugce.”

Hoang Tt Ha dwong nhién khong tin quy than, nhing van ngoai dau nhin
vuon Tri Cam, gang ghi nhd lai.

Vuwon Ttc Vi, noi ¢ cda pho ma trong day tr vi. Pang gitta mua hoa, hoa
nd rd thanh tirng chum ting bui, hét sirc vui mat.

Pho ma dang tro chuyén vgi Thoi Thudn Tram, thay thi nit dan c6 vao thi
bdo: “ Duwong cong cong, ching ta dang thao luan vé tran cau hom qua day!
Than thi cong cong nhanh nhen that day, hom nao ranh ta dau lai dugc
chang?”

Hoang Tw Ha cuwdi dap: “No tai dau dam, pho ma mdi la xong xao khap
san, khién ngudi kinh phuc.”

Thoi Thuan Tram sam soi ¢ ti trén xudng duwédi, day vé nghi hodc: “Gi co?
Duong cong cong chaoi kich cic gioi lam a? Bung la ta nhin khong ra ddy.”

“Pau thé trong mat ma bat hinh dong dwgc?” Vi Bdo Hoanh cudi, “Von di
lic Vwong Uan moi tham gia, ta con noéi, Chu T Tan chi la tay mo, tén
Truwong Hang Anh to xac kia thi chang c6 ngwa ma cudi, chap thém ca
Duwong cong cong, mot minh ta dau véi ba ngudi ho con e hiép ngudi qua
dang, huéng ho lai lién thu v6i Vwong do y, ding la y manh hiép yéu ma!
Ha ha, thwc khéng ngo cudi cung lai bai trong tay ho.”

Thoi Thuan Tram suyt rét ca ham dwdi: “Tran dau hom qua chang phai vi
ngua cua pho ma gia xdy ra chuyén néen phai ngung lai u?”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Qi dao, thua 1a thua thdi, huéng hd Quy viong gia ciing ra tran, ta con
dam danh nita sao?” Néi doan, han cuwoi voi Hoang Tt Ha, “Nhac dén thi,
thé dién Duwong céng cong ciling 16n qua, voi dugc ca ba vi virong gia so tai
thay minh, trong ca kinh thanh nay, cong cong la ngudi dau tién day.”

“N6 tai nao dam, cac veong ciing vi biét d6i tha la pho ma gia, nén maéi
chiu ra tran day thoi, nd tai dau co céi thé dién ay.” Hoang Tw Ha voi dap.

“Ali, tiéc ring 1an ndy ta thyc mat mit qud, gitta chirng lai ngd ngwa, ding
la thanh danh bay nhiéu nam déu dé xuong song ca roi!” Miéng noi vay
nhuwng mat Vi Bao Hoanh van twoi hon hén, con cuwai hi hi xan tay 4o 1én
cho ho xem, “Thay chwa? Vét thwong 16n nhat trén nguwdi day, dai hai tac
rong nita tac, la vét tray.”

Thoi Thuan Tram vira byre minh vira buén cwai, vo bop 1én khuya tay han,
“Thoi di, dwong dudng nam tir han, chi tray da chit xiu ma ciing phai boi
thudc, khong biét xau ho!”

“Cong chua noi roi ddy thoi, trén nguwdi c6 seo thi khong sao, nhuwng néu
mat bi seo, thi khong lam pho ma dwgc nita dau.” Han nghénh ngang noi,
doan bao Hoang T Ha, “H6m qua ta suy nghi rat lung ma khong sao thong
duwgc. Cong cong bao con ngua ta tién tay dat bira do, da bi ngudi ta ha thu
luc nao vay? Ta c& nghi di nghi lai mai, hinh nhuw khong c6 co hoi ra tay
dau.”

“N6 tai hién gio cling chira c6 manh mdi gi, c6 1€ bon nd tai phdi diéu tra
thém da.” Hoang T Ha lai hoi, “Chang hay bén canh pho ma c6 viéc gi
hay nguoi nao dang chua y chang?”

Vi Bado Hoanh nhiu may nghi nggi hoi 1au réi dap: “Hinh nhw khong c6.”

“Um...” Hoang Tt Ha con dang tram tu thi hin thinh linh dap ban thét 1én:
“A c6! Gan day ta quen mot ké, ding 1a vo ciing ky quai, khong thé dién ta
dugc!”
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“Ai co?” Hoang Tt Ha va Thoi Thuan Tram voi héi don.

“MGt tén tiéu hoan quan, dung mao thanh ti, dang ngwdi nho nhan, song tai
kich cuc con cao cvong hon ca dam nguoi ¢ Ta Kim Ngo Ve, do chinh la
viéc la lung nhat ma ta gap gan day!”

“Pho ma gia ditng dua nita ma!” Hoang T Ha cwoi gugng roi dieng day di
lai trong phong, chgt trong thdy trén twong treo mot birc tranh chit, vé mot
canh dau khau do ruc, doi chiéc la xanh nhw cé nhw khong. Bén canh bai dé
bai tho cua B6 Muc:

Tu6i chdm mudi ba dang thuwdt tha
Théang Hai dau khau md&i dom hoa
Gi6 xuan muoi dam Duwong Chau thoi
Vén rém trong, thay thdy kém xa.(*)

(*) Bau khau la cay ho girng, than ré to bang ngon tay, goc bet, 14 dai, qua
hinh tritng, dung lam thudc va gia vi. Song dau khau hay dugc dung an du
dé vi ngwoi thiéu nit do tudi mwdi ba mwdi bon. Phép an du nay c6 xudt xi
tw bai tho trén.

Hoang T Ha nhin dong lac khoédn, khong khéi tram tr6: “Pho ma gia qua
la thw hoa song tuyét.”

“Thu hoa song tuyét gi chit, thoi con & Qudc T Giam, ta toan cung T Tan
tron hoc di tréo cay bat chim do6.” Vi Bao Hoanh xua tay, “Chang phai déu
lachataéptauw.”

Tho6i Thuan Tram cling tam tac: “Ty chitc thich bai tho nay lam, tiéu co
nwong muwdi ba mwdi bon, dau khau dau canh, ding la tré trung thuan khiét,
rung dong long nguoi... ”
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Vi Bdo Hoanh trgn mat: “Chang hay ton phu nhan nam nay..."?”

“Khu khu... 16n hon ty chitc ba tudi co. C6 diéu trong long ty chitc van mai
mai la tiéu c6 nwong thuan khiét tré trung.”

Hoang Tt Ha chang buon dém xia dén cé hai, chi mai ngam nhin bitc hoa:
“Canh dau khau nay pho ma gia vé dep qua, trong ca bai tho, hai chir dau
khau viét cling dep nhat.”

Nét mat Vi bdo Hoanh béng u am han di, nhung chi cwdi cwdi khong noi.

Tho6i Thuan Tram lai khen nggi: “Duwong cong cong cling am hiéu thu hoa
nhi, quan sat tinh twong ghée.”

“INO tai cting bi cha ép hoc, nhung mai chi hoc dwgc hai nam théi.” Trong
ba ngudi, Hoang T Ha la ké duy nhat giit vitng thai do vdi cong viéc, lai
héi tiép: “Xin hoi pho ma c6 biét Nguy Hy Man khong?”

“Cong cong noi ké bi troi phat ay u?” Vi Bao Hoanh thuan miéng dap: “Ta
biét chi¥, y ngay ngay theo hau céng chia, nguwdi da lun lai con hay khim
num khom Iwng uén goi, trong nhw ché vay. Buge moi wu diém la chi nhan
sai can ai lién can ngay, rat nghe 10i.”

Nghe giong diéu miét thi cia han, Hoang Tt Ha bén gang: “Xem ra ciing la
ké xong xao dugc viec?”

“Thi dugc viéc ma, dugce viéc dén noi khién nguoi ta chang con 101 nao ma
néi.” Vi Bdo Hoanh cudi nhat, “May thang truedc xdy ra mot chuyén, chac
chdn céc vi do héi sé biét théi, nén ta cling ké luon. Néu khong phai ta chay
khap cac nha mon dap di, e rang cong chia va thanh danh pha cong chia
déu tiéu tan r6i.”

Hoang Tw Ha va Théi Thuan Tram nhin nhau, Théi Thudn Tram hoi:

“Chuyén gi vay?”
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“Chuyén nay co6 1€ chang lién quan gi dén vu an, nhwng dwong nhu lai cling
lién quan dén vu an. Néu khong can thiét, xin hai vi dirng lan truyén ra
ngoai, bang khong sé lam ton hai thanh danh phu céng chia.” Vi Béo
Hoanh dan do, doan nhiu may tram tw mdt thoang roi ké: “Dén nén trong
pht xwra nay déu do tiém nhang den nha ho L cung cdp. Thang trudc, lao
L c6 viéc ban, bén sai con gai dén giao hang, két qua c6 nwong con nha
tién dan dé khong hiéu phép tac, khong kip tranh mat cong chia... con so'y
giam lén lam ban gau quan nang.”

Tho6i Thuan Tram budt miéng: “Chuyén nhé nhw vay, pho ma can gi phai
dé tam?”

“Von la chuyén nhd, nhung nho tay Nguy Hy Man lai quat thanh chuyén
16n. Cong chua l1énh cho Nguy Hy Man u6n nan c6 gai ay, tén Nguy Hy
Man nay, dé lam dep long cong chia, bén danh cho 6 ta ngat xiu, roi virt
ra goc duong. Két qua, bi mot tén vo lai, tén gi dy nhi... Hinh nhw moi
nguoi déu goi la Ton ghé, mot ga lwu manh hon bon muoi roi, khap ngudai
16 10ét, ai thay cling ghé tdm. Thay tiéu c6 nwong kia bat tinh nhan s, han
ben... ”

Vi Bao Hoanh to6 vé x6t xa, Thoi Thuan Tram thi trgn tritng cd mat, chi
minh Hoang Tw Ha binh than cau may: “Tiém nhang dén nha ho L u?”

“Pung thé, nghe néi ldo Lt xwa nay ludn khinh ré con gai, chuyén nay lai
don am ca 1én, ldo cho rang co6 ta lam diém nhuc gia mon, bén dudi ra khoi
nha. Nghe ndi tiéu c6 nwong do da bé xac ngoai dong hoang, 6i... ”

Hoang Tt Ha nhiu may hoi: “Vay con lao Lt thi sao?”

“Néi ra thi, gap phai ké nhat gan nhu 1o ta la con may ddy. Ta da chay vay
khap cac nha mon dé dap chuyén nay di, con tang nha ho Lit hai tram lang
bac, sai ngwdi dan cho tén Tén ghé kia mot tran, 1o L& méi cdm kich ma
bo qua.”
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Thoi Thuan Tram than th@, “Lao ta... ding la nhat gan sg chét, sé khong
bao thu u? Theo ty chitc biét thi Nguy Hy Man hinh nhw bi chinh cay nén
do 1o lam thiéu chét d6.”

Vi Bao Hoanh xoe tay: “Vay méi goi la troi phat, oan oan twong bao, cu6i
cung nén do ldo Lit lam ra thiéu chét Nguy Hy Man, chang phai la két cuc
rat hay u?”

Thoi Thuan Tram rau 11 dap: “Néu cong chida ciing nghi dugc nhw vay thi
tot qua.”

R&i khéi phu cong chda, Thoi Thuan Tram héi co: “Tiép theo day Duwong
cong cong dinh di dau?”

“NO tai thay nhat dinh phai tGi tiém nhang dén nha ho L& mot chuyén.”
“Um, hai ta cing di.”

Hoang T Ha lac dau: “Théi thiéu khanh van quan phuc thé kia, néu dén sé
bi nhan ra ngay. Chi bang dé no tai di nghe ngéng trudc, cé kha nghi thi
truyén lao t&i Pai Ly Ty tham van la dugc.”

“Vay thi hay qua.” Thoi Thuan Tram nhin gid r6i hoi ha néi, “Sang nay lic
ra ctta ba nha ta n6i sé dich than xuong bép, ta phdi mau mau vé nha an
com ba ay nau, xem chirng sap muon... ”

“Thoi thiéu khanh di thong tha.” Hoang Tt Ha nhin theo xe ngwa ctia Thoi
Thuan Tram di xa dan, réi lap tic vay ngay mét co xe khac, may ma troi
thirong, ¢6 van con kinh phi tra &n moi duwgc cua Ly Thu Bach lan trudc,
“chwa kip” tra lai, bang khong lay dau tién thué xe?

Chay thang dén nha Chu T Tan, qua nhién ga dang giam minh trong nha
nghién cttu xwong cot.
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“Sung C06, mau dén day!” Chu T Tan tré chiéc dau lau bay trén gia, mirng
¥ goi: “Mau dén day chitng kién thanh twu vi dai nhét cta ta tir trudc dén
gio nay!”

Hoang T Ha thé dai, “T6i t6i tim cong ti c6 chuyén nay can ban bac... ”

“Qi dao, mic ké mic ké, mau dén day!” Vira néi, ga vira tim 14y tay 4o kéo
c6 vao nha. C6 loang choang theo ga vao, thoat nhin da thdy mot chiéc dau
bay trén gia, tirc thi giat ndy minh.

“Giong nguwoi that nhi? Ha ha, cling nhw 1an treée khéi phuc lai ban tay
thoi, c6 diéu co thit gan mach trén mat qua nhiéu, dén gio ta mai lan dau
tién lam dugc céi nay... Nay nay, cong cong cé cam thdy... trong gwong mat
nay hoi quen quen khong?”

Con khong quen dwgc v? Khuon mdt nay nhan nhac Vwong hoang hau.
Hoang T Ha tham ngh.

“Luc cam chiéc dau 1au nay, ta da biét la my nhan roi, chi khong ngo lai
dep dén thé.” Chu Tw Tan vu6t ve chiéc dau trén gia, xuyt xoa.

Hoang T& Ha ngam nghi gidy lat, chgt hoi: “Cong tw 1ay dau ra chiéc dau
nay thé?”

“Mua chit dau, ta van nho ngudi phu trach chon cat cac thi thé vo danh &
bd HO dé y tim gium. Hirm, chuyén nay la pham phap day, cong cong
khong dugc tiét 10 dau nhé. C6 mot hdm, tredc ngay chiing ta vét dugc cai
xac khong dau dudi kénh ay, y 1én 14t mang cai nay téi cho ta, néi la co
nguoi tim dugc trong bui co. Ai da, ltic ay trong né con be bét mau me,
nhin rat kinh tdm, c6 diéu sau khi 16c hét da thit, ta phat hién cai dau lau
nay rat xinh dep, cong cong bao c6 phai khong?”

Hoang T Ha vo ngay cai tii to, boc lay chiéc dau 6m vao long, né6i: “Chu
cong t, toi phai dem cai dau nay di.”
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“Ha? Tai sao?”

“Pirng hai nita.” C6 nhét voi cai dau vira phuc ché vao tui, hoi ha dan, “T6i
dem di day, sau nay cong tw tim cai khac di”

“Qi 6i, Sting C6 dirng tuyét tinh thé chi... Pay 1a chiéc dau dep nhat ta tirng
thdy tr khi sinh ra dén gio day... Trong long ta chi cé n6 thoi, cong cong
ditng dem di ma...” Chu T Tan tim chat cai tdi, kéu kh6c om som, “Sung
Co6 khong thé do6i xtr véi ta nhw thé dwgce! Nghi ma xem, vu an viwong phi
lan trwedc ta da chay don chay déao vi cong cong, hét vt thi thé lai dao
huyét, khong c6 cong cling c6 sitc, con cong cong thi sao? Pén gic van
khong chiu tiét 160 chan twéng cho ta! Ta biét ci xac trong quan tai dy
khong phai Vuong Nhugc, tai sao nha ho Vwong van dwa vé Lang Gia an
tang khong phan nan nira cau? Con nita, hung thu that sy trong vu do la ai?
ROt cudc han da ra tay thé nao? Ta chang biét gi ca? Sung C6 nhan tam vira
vira thoi chit... Bat ké thé nao, chuyén khac ta cting khong dé bung, nhung
cong cong dé lai cai dau nay cho ta di! Xin cong cong day, hay la ta dung
dau minh doi cho céng cong nhé duwgc khong... ”

Hoang Tt Ha nghe ga khdéc 16c ké 1€ danh thé dai néi khé: “T@ Tan, chiéc
dau nay co I€ la... con gai m6t ngwoi quen cua toi. Tt nhé c6 ay da bi me
bo roi, than thé rat dang thwong, chét cling rat tham. Mot c6 gai dep nhw
vay ma phai dau mot noi minh mét néo, cong ti¢ danh long hay sao? Cho
toi dem c6 ay vé an tang di.”

“Thoi... théi dwgc” Chu T Tan do dy hoi 1au, cudi cung danh lwu luyén
budng tay ra, rau i nhin c6, “Nay... Sung Co6, nghe néi gid cong cong dang
diéu tra vu an & pha cong chua, lan nay nhat dinh phai dan ta theo day! Ta
muon cung cong cong diéu tra toan bo vu nay, hon nita, ta sé dwa vao thu
phap cao siéu va tai nang troi pha dé pha an treéc cong cong cho xem!”

“Hay qua, thyc ra toi tim cong ti cling vi viéc nay day.” Hoang Tt Ha ra
hiéu cho ga, “Truwdc hét, con ca lan trwedc dem vé, cong tir da xét nghiém

https://thuviensach.vn



chwa? Két qua thé nao?”

Chu T Tan nghiém trang dap: “Di nhién la r6i! Ta la ngo tac c6 trach
nhiém nhat trong triéu day! Li c4 d6 qua nhién déu tring doc chét.”

“D0dc gi vay? Nguodn goc thé nao?”

“Van chua thé khang dinh, nhwng hinh nhw 1a tring doc thiy ngan.” Chu
T Tan gai dau boi roi, doan nhiu may, “La that, ai lai bé thiy ngan xudng
h6 ca chit? Thit nay mang di mang lai khong tién, ma viéc gi phai bé xudng
h6?”

Hoang T Ha cau may nghi nggi gidy lat roi no6i: “Ci biét thé da, gio cong
ttr tim cho t6i mot bo do, roi chiing ta dén tiém nhang dén nha ho Lit.”

“Pugc thoi, than hinh A Bt cling na na cong cong, dé ta di 1ay ngay.”

Trong chdc lat, Hoang Tt Ha da lac minh bién thanh ngwdi hau cta Chu Tw
Tan.

Hai ngudi tim thay tiém nhang dén ho L & chg Tay. T dang xa trong thay
tam bang hiéu 1ong lay, bén trén viét mot chir Lt to twdng.

Hoang Ttw Ha va Chu T Tan ghé vao quan tra canh d6,Chu Tt Tan xong
xénh tién bac, vira vao da goi Mong Dinh Cam L§ thwong héo, con thém
bon loai mitt qua tdm dia diém tam, lai thwédng hau cho ké hau tra, khién
han vui dén n6i bé mac nhitng khach khita khéac, chi cham cham ham tra
cho bon ho.

“Cong cong nhin tam mat cua nay, dep chwa.” Chu T Tan kéo Hoang Tw
Ha lai nhin tam sti 1én tir 10 1tra, “O, nhidu tim quda, Sung C6 xem nay, lan
tredc ta tirng thady bot mau sui ra ttr miéng mot nguwdi cling thé nay day!
Cong cong doan xem, nguai do bi thuwong cho nao trong luc phia ngti tang?”
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Hoang Tw Ha v6i huych khuyu tay vao that lwvng Chu T Tan, ngan ga noéi
tiép.

Pun tra xong, tén hau bén bung dén rét cho hai nguwdi, cwdi cwdi noi:
“Cong ti tinh mat qua, chon tring ngay t6i. T6i hau tra muwoi may nam nay
roi day, trong quan nay khong ai bi noi tay nghé cua to6i dau.”

Hoang Tw Ha cudi dap: “Nguoi chang qua méi muwdi may nam thoi, nay, co
thdy tiém nhang dén doi dién kia khong? Nghe néi nghé lam nhang dén nha
ho truyén dén bon doi roi day, dé6 méi goi la nghé to truyén.”

“Nha do thi khong bi dwgc roi, bon doi lam nhang dén, phai dén hon tram
nam ay chi¥, néu khong cay nén 1én trong chuia Tién Phiic sao lai giao cho
ho lam?”

Chu T Tan chép mat, van chwa hiéu dau cua tai nheo gi, danh ngoan
ngoan bung chén tra 1én udng.

“C6 diéu nghe noéi nha ho ciing chi truyén dugc dén doi thit tw thoi, lao Liv
dau c6 con trai!”

“Qua vay, chi c6 doc mdt dira con gai, coi nhu la tuyét ty roi. Huong ho,
con xay ra chuyén nay.” Nhac dén may chuyén ngo6i 1é doi mach, tén hau
tra phan chan han 1én, “Hai vi cé nghe n6i chwa? Lao ta dudi con gai di r6i!
Ai da, du la con géi ciing khong nén cha dap nhw thé, ngay sau lao ta gia
khom, dé xem lay ai phung duong!”

Hoang Tt Ha gia bo hao hitng héi, “Nghe néi lao ta dudi con gai di, la vi
chuyén tén Ton ghé?”

“Pung thé, Ton ghéngwoi chang ra ngwoi nggm khéng ra ngom, vira xau xi
vira bénh tat, hon bon muoi tudi van chwa lay duwgc v, thay con gai nguai

ta & ngoai duong, bén gid tro vo lai. Pa thé, con di khap noi khoe khoang,
khién ngudi trong kinh ai ai cling biét, chang phai la ép chét cd ta u!”
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Chu Tt Tan khong dé ndi tinh thé tham dén thé, bat ngd dén noi suyt lam
roi chén tra trong tay. Ga tro tiém nhang dén déi dién hoi: “Chinh la... ldo
L lam nén v?”

Hoang T Ha van binh than héi: “Sao ldo Lir khong bao quan dé nghiém tri
ten Ton ghé kia?”

“Thoi thoi dirng nhac dén nita, chang phai moi ngudi déu chtri raa lao vi
chuyén nay u? Lao nhan tién xong la im nhw thdc, con ché con gai nho ban,
dudi co ra khéi nha.” Tén hau tra cting khong nén noi con gian, giong cao
han 1én, “Hom do, ching t6i tdn mat chirng kién lao da c6 ta ra cira, r6i
ném mot con dao mot sgi day thirng tredc mat, bdo o ta tw chon 1ay cach
chét, dirng chét trong nha lam mat mat lao!”

Nghe dén d6, Chu T Tan dap ban gian dit mang: “Khon nan that, 1do ta
khong di liéu mang vGi ké thu, lai cha dap con gai minh nhw vay, c6 con la
nguoi nita khong?”

Tén hau lac dau: “T6i nghiép 1lam, Tich Thiy con gai 1do quy ngay giita
dwong, khéc dén ngat xiu may lan song ldao kién quyét khong ma ctra! Cac
vi bdo mot ¢6 nwrong méi mudi sdu mwdi bay, bi giay vo nhw thé, con mang
tai mang tiéng khap noi, di dén dau cling bi soi méi, da khén don dén cung
cue roi, vay ma cha rudt co ta con khong dung chita, thang tay dudi khéi
nha, c6 phai la hanh dong cta con nguoi nita khong?”

Hoang T Ha ngoai mat van binh tinh nhung con gian da & day long nguc.
Co gang nén gian hédi: “Vay veé sau con gai lao ta di dau?”

“C0 ta quy gitta duwong dudi troi nang chang chang hon hai canh gio ma
ctra van khong mé. Cudi cung chiing t6i khong danh long, dinh chay ra vuc
O ta vao thi c6 ta da chup lay sgi thirng, liéu xiéu chay ra khoi chg Tay,
ching biét 1a di dau... Oi, gi& cling ching rd dai chét & rirng sau ndi thim
nao roi!”
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Chu Tt Tan gian dén noi néi khong nén 161, hoi 1au méi tro tiém nhang dén
do6i dién chtti toang lén: “Lao gia d6 nhat dinh sé gap bao tng!”

“Dao 0i, bao ung gi thi cling nhanh nhanh len! Lao ta gia khom m&i c6 con
gai, ba vo cling 16n tudi, sau khi sinh bi bang huyét qua doi, chi dé lai mot
cd con gai do thoi. Tich Thiy rat ngoan, méi bon nam tudi da theo phu viéc
cha, bay tam tudi da biét ké ghé ditng bép nau com cho cha! Con lao gia kia
thi sao! Hang ngay m& mom ra la chwi con gai v6 dung, hé thdy nha nguoi
ta c6 con trai la nhin trirtng tri'ng dén roi trong mat. Cac vi bao, thanh
Truong An cé dén cd tram van nguoi, ké trong nam khinh nit khéng it,
nhung da thdy ai thém con trai dén phat dién nhuw lao ta chwa? Néu hom
tredc 1o ta bi sét danh chét thi lang giéng cling chang lay lam la!” Tén hau
tra vira lac dau than thd, vira ra ngoai mic nwdc, miéng van khong thoi lai
nhai, “X6m giéng bon tdi chi tiéc la trdi cao khong c6 mat! Ton ghé bénh
tat ré ré bao nam nay, néu lic han gid tro ma Tich Thuy bo chay, chac chan
han khong thé dudi kip, sao c6 ta lai bi han bat dwgc nhi?”

Chu T Tan dang gian soi gan, quay sang Hoang T Ha thi thdy c6 bam
moi, tay nam chat 18y mép ban, gan xanh noi ca 1én, ga giat ndy minh, hot
hoang hoi: “Sung C6 sao thé?”

Hoang Tt Ha thé hat ra may hoi, cudi cing mdi tha long tay, gang ha giong
dap: “Toi khong sao... Xwa nay chuwa gdp ké nao cha dap dan ba con gai
dén mitc nay, nén c6 phan hoi... kho chiu.”

“Cong cong nghe tén hau tra ké roi chit? Khong thay la u? Tai sao lic bi
tén ghé 16 6m yéu kia bat, Tich Thiy khong bo chay? Ta thay dang 1€ co ta
phai ra stc gidy giua phan khang, khong thi cling nen ho hoan lén chi?”

Hoang Ttw Ha tham nghi, cong ti lam sao biét dugc, trong chuyén nay con
c6 phan cua tén Nguy Hy Man phut cong chua?
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Thay thai do cia c6, Chu Tw Tan ngac nhién héi: “Cong cong khong thay
la v? Khong kinh ngac a?”

“La lam, kinh ngac 1am.” Hoang Tt Ha thé dai ditng day: “Tuy khong
muon lién hé gi vai ldo gia d6, nhung viéc can hoi van phai di hoi thoi.
Cong t¥ chuan bj di, ching ta cung sang bén ay.”

Nha ho L& bon doi budn ban, tiém nhang den & chg Tay trai bao nam thang
trong da cii ky vé cung. Mat tién ctta tiém rat nho, 16i vao ciling hep, chi da
quay nguoi. Bén trai xép mot hang gia nén bang sat, cam du loai nén cao
thap khac nhau, bén phai 1a mét quay go bay cac miéng hwong thé hwong,
lao Li dang rap ngudi trén mat quay, khac mot cay nén long phuwong to
bang canh tay tré con.

Cura tiém chi chiém ntta gian triedc, nhin qua canh ctra hdu mé toang, c6 thé
thay ntra gian sau trong khong, dung mot cai 1éu chat day sap nén va khudn
nén, lic nay, trén bép 10 dang nau maot néi sap do, bc mui hang hac.

Cam giac dugc c6 ngwoi bude vao, Lit Chi Nguyén ciling chang buén ngang
1én, chi cat giong khan khan héi: “Quy khach muén mua gi?”

Hoang Tt Ha chap tay vai chao ldo r6i no6i: “Lao trvgng, ta la ngudi cia
Pai Ly Ty, lan trwdc ting gdp & chua Tién Phuc, 1do con nhé khéng?”

Bay gio Lit Chi Nguyén mdi chiu bé dao khac xudng, nheo mat nhin co, vé
mit van tro tro: “O, ra 1a cac vi.”

“Pai Ly Tw c6 vai cau muon héi 1ao, lién quan dén céi chét cia Nguy Hy
Man, ldo c6 ranh khong?”

Lao 1 nang nhe cay nén trong tay lén dap: “Pai nhan dgi cho mat lat, troi
néng qua, nén vira khac xong ma dé trén quay sé bi bién dang, 1ao phai
nhudom mau lén da.”
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“Lao c ty nhién.” Hoang T Ha va Chu T Tan ngoi trong tiém, nhin lao
cam cay nén di dén canh chiéc n6i dang dun sap do dang sau, nam lay sgi

bac & dudi nén, nhiing vao noéi xoay nhanh mot vong, cay nén trang tic thi
dugc phu mot 16p sap do tuoi.

Poan, ldo vo 1dy m6t nam gi dé6 mau vang dam bo vao noéi, dung choéi 16ng
khudy cho tan, miéng hoi: “Cé chuyén gi?”

“Luc Nguy Hy Man chét, 1o ¢ dau?”

“Chéng phai 130 da ké roi sao? Tai nha & phuong Phong Ap!” Lio Lit ding
chéi 16ng chi vé phia phudng Phong Ap déng sau, “Thé ndy, sém hom &y
sau khi dén giao hang, vi lao lwc qua do nén ldo nga ngat tai cho, khong
ding day no6i. Ma Luc danh xe cung lao di giao hang thay vay bén dwa lao
vé nha, thim Ngo dang sau con goi thay thudc tdi xem bénh cho lao. Ga
lang bam khén kiép d6 khéng tim duwgc can nguyén, chi ké may thit thude
bd r6i ddn 1do nghi ngoi tinh dwéng. Han vira di khaéi thi 1do dwgc tin cay
nén kia bj sét danh tring, da n6 tung. Lao hot hoang toan tr¢ day chay dén
xem, nao ngo vira ding lén da thay hoa mat chéng mat nga lan ra!”

Hoang Tw Ha cau may, cam thay theo 16i 1ao ké thi qua that khong c6 thoi
gian gay an, lai hoi: “Mot ngay trudc phap hoi chua Tién Phic, ldao ¢ dau?”

Chua Tién Phtic tuy san tién, nhung tredc mot thang méi gom goép du cac
loai sap dwa dén. Cac vi c6 biét, lam mot doi nén to nhuw thé phai mat bao
nhiéu cong sitc khong? Nhat la thang trudc, con gai lao... bi ldo dudi di,
tay thg phu Trwong Duyén cting dau 6m, mot minh ldo phai bac gia lam
nén, hi huc su6t dém, khong roi nira budc, dai nhan ¢ hoi lang giéng
quanh day xem, ldo luc duc sudt dém, c6 lic nao roi ra dugc dau?”

Vra n6i lao vira nhin vao trong noi, thay sap vang trong noi da da do, bén
nhing chéi vao, thong tha quét 1én nhitng hoa van long phuwong va may
lanh khac trén than nén, chang buén nhin bon ho nita.
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Hoang T Ha lai hoi, “Veé cai chét cia Nguy Hy Man, lao c6 thay...”

“Pugc 16i, 1do chi mong y chét théi day!” Lao Lit ndi toet ra ludn, “Do
hoan quan ché cay thé cha, chét sém ngay nao hay ngay ndy! Tiéc rang troi
lai gidng sam sét lam no6 cay nén kia, hiy hoai thanh danh ca doi lao!”

“Cong cong thay lao gia do... c6 kha nghi khong?”

Thdy Hoang Tw Ha cit xam xam di chang néi chang rang, Chu Tt Tan de
dat hoi.

Hoang Tw Ha cau may, vira di vira dap: “Khong biét, phai hoi thém méi

X »

ro.

Dén phuong Phong Ap thi vira téi gio Than. Chi thdy mot dam céc ba cac
chi dang xim xit dwdi goc cay canh giéng vira giat giti vira chuyén phiém.

Hoang Tt Ha buéc dén hanh 1é vaéi ho, doan hoi do: “Xin hoéi cac vi nwong
t, nha L& Chi Nguyén L 1o trugng di duwong nao vay?”

MAy ngudi dan ba tré6 mot can nha dau hoi bo day day leo: “Nha ho Lt &
dang kia kia, c6 diéu ban ngay lao Lt & ctra tiém trong chg Tay, nha khong
o ai dau.”

“Vay... toi lao c6 vé khong?”

“Puong nhién vé, 6i chao, ching t6i 1a hang xém lang giéng, c6 ltic cling
buc minh v@i 1ao. Nhat 1a mot thang tré lai day, 1do chii dau lam cay nén

do6 bat ké ngay dém, cit nghe tiéng khuon dong roi khoan sat lodng xoang
sudt dém khong sao ngt noi.”

Mot ngudi khac tiép 10i: “Chang thé nita, dém truedc hom xdy ra chuyén &
chua Tién Phuc, ba con nhé khong? Nitra dém nira hom con am 1, lam do té
Luu & sat vach mat ngu, c thé chira vong sang, nhung 1do L lam thinh,
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van mai miét lam nén, g6 dap choang choang. D6 té Luu bao, chi han
khong thé xach riu sang pha ctra nha lao ta day.”

Hoang Ttw Ha lai hoi: “Vay Tich Thuy con gai lao bay gio...”

“Tich thiiy a? Ching biét nita...” Ngudi no 10 vé x6t xa, “Oi chao, con bé
ngoan ngoan la thé, lai lanh lgi, dam trai tré trong phwong dé y né nhiéu
lam, ai ngd lai bi hiy hoai nhw vay.”

“Chang thé w, theo toi thay, 1€ ra sét nén danh chét Ton ghé mdi phai, sao
lai gidng xudng hoan quan phu cong chia co chi?”

“Lé nao sét lai danh nham?”
“Chwa chirng la vi Ton ghé khong dam buéc chan ra khéi nha ay?”

“A, cac ba c6 nhé chuyén thang trwéc khong? Vu Tich Thiy lén gidu gia
nén di tim Ton ghé liéu mang ay!”

“Ai ma quén duogc! Lao Lit ding la quan long lang da s6i! Nhan tién nguoi
ta xong thi giat ngay 1y gia nén, con tat cho con bé nga lan ra dat! To6i
cling 1dy lam la, nghe n6i Tén ghé dau 6m bao nhiéu nam chang cé tién
chira tri, 1dy dau ra chirng dy tién duit cho 1ao?”

“S6 con bé kho that! Vira ra doi da mo c6i me, dén cudi cung lai gap phai
chuyén thé nay...” Pai nwong da cam da bat dau kéo mot goc tap dé lau
nwdc mat, “Tha sém di gap me n6 con hon, song trén doi ma thé nay chi
chiu t6i thoi!”

Xem ra, phu cong chida hanh dong that kin ké, dan chiing khong hé biét tan
tham kich cta Tich Thiy c6 ban tay ctia Nguy Hy Man nhing vao.

Roi khoi phwong Phong Ap, thidy Hoang T Ha cit ngan ngo, chan di nhw
buwdc trén may, Chu Tt Tan lo lang gio tay do 1ay vai ¢6, an can héi: “Sung
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Co sao vay?”

“Pdt minh vao hoan cénh co ay... t6i thay... so qua.”Hoang T Ha lam bam,
r6i ngoi thup xudng, cdm thdy con budn nén cudn 1én trong nguc.

Co chong tay vao goc cay bén canh, gang thd déu dé kim nén niém cam
uat.

Chu T Tan khong hiéu tai sao Dwong Sting Co la hoan quan ma lai dat
minh vao bi kich ciia mot thiéu ni¥, nén cling ngo6i xuéng bén canh, nghi
hodc nhin c6 héi lau, thady sac mat co tir tir hong hao tré lai, méi dé dat hoi:
“Cong cong khong sao chir?”

“... T6i khong sao, chac 1a mét qua ddy théi.” Co6 dwa vao than cay, giai
thich quay qud, “Vu an céng chia giao phé thyc khong don gian chit nao.”

“Pung thé, cach giai thich hay nhat la trung hgp, nhwng cong chiia ci
khang khang doi ching ta phdi tim ra hung tha, that la...” Chu T Tan cau
nhau, r6i lai an can héi: “Dé ta dwa cong cong vé phi Quy veong nhé?”

“Khong... Toi mudn dén nha Trwong Hang Anh, tham... A Dich.”

“Pugc thoi, cé diéu...” Chu Tw Tan ngap ngiing hédi: “Cong cong doi
khong? Pirng di tim A Dich voi, dé ta di mua chut gi cho cong cong an da
nhé, cong cong mudn an gi?”

Hoang T Ha nhin ga day bat luc: “T6i nghi, A Dich rat cé kha nang la
Tich Thuy.”

Nghe vay, Chu T Tan nhdy dung lén, ha h6c miéng, mat cling tron tritng
trong con to hon miéng: “Gi co? Tai sao? Sao cong cong biét?”

“Thoi diém Tich Thay roi khéi nha di tim cai chét trung véi khoang thoi
gian Trwong nhi ca citu dwgc A Pich ¢ trén ndi, A Dich khong mu6n gap
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ai, sudt ngay trén trong nha ho Trwong, nita dém con 1én khéc...” Hoang
T Ha thd dai hoi khé, “Chang phai rat rd rang u?”

Chu T Tan liu cé lvi, hoi lau mai lac dau quay quay: “Ta khong tin! A
Dich... va Treong nhi ca than mat thé, sao cé thé gap phdi chuyén thé tham
nhu vay!”

Hoang T Ha thé doc, cup mat nhin xuéng chan.

Dudi béng cay, may con kién dang héi ha tim dwong di, bo qua bo lai
quanh chan co.

Thi ra c6 da chan ngang duwong vé t6 cia ching.

Hoang Tw Ha cham rai dich chan ra, nhin dam kién mirng r& chay ra khéi
t6 va dam kién hao hitng quay vé nha, cling thiy ca nhitng con kién bi minh
vO0 y giam chét dudi chan.

Troi dat vo tinh, sttc manh cua thién nhién la vo han, c6 thé cuén phang tat
ca, ban tay v6 hinh thic day van ménh moi ngudi, budc ching ta phai dan

buéc. Co 1€ luong sitc manh & phia sau thao tiing ching ta day ciing khong
thé tw chu, cling c6 thé chang hé hay biét, mot ctr dong nhé théi doi voi ké
khac lai 1a moi hoa huy diét.

Co6 nhac chan budc sang con duwong lat da canh do.
Chu T@ Tan bong ngd ngang nhin c6, goi khé: “Sung C6...”
Hoang Tt Ha tw tw ngwdc 1én: “Gi co?”

“Um...” Ga nghi hodc nhin gwong mit binh than ctia cd, ngap nging:
“Khong co gi...Vura nay ta con twong la cong cong khoc.”

Hoang Tt Ha ngang dau nhin trdi, budbng mot cau gon 16n: “Bi thoi.”
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“DPi dau?”
“Nha Trwong Hang Anh.”

Chu T Tan lap tic chay theo c6: “Nay, Sung Co, chiing ta dén véi tw cach
gi day? Giup bai Ly Tu pha an, hay la...”

Hoang Tt Ha ngam nghi gidy lat r6i n6i: “Khong, chi la ban caa Truong
Hang Anh thoi.”

Hai nguoi xach can qua kho, men theo hang rao ram but quanh nha Truwong
Hang Anh, di dén dwdi goc hoe. Vira ngang 1én, co da thay Trwong Hang
Anh dau cii gam, cham cham di tr trong ngo ra, vé day tam su.

Dang nguoi Trieong Hang Anh cao 16n, ké ca lic lam chan sai vat trong
Poan Thuy Puwong van birng birng anh khi, vy ma gio Hoang Tt Ha lai
thdy ga ngo ngan than thg, tira ho khong phai dang trén duong vé nha, ma
dang di trén mot cay cau doc mdc vira hep vira chénh vénh, dai nguit ngat
khong thay diém cudi.

“Truwong nhi ca!” Chu T Tan goi.

Bay gio Trwong Hang Anh m&i ngang lén, trong thidy bon ho, ga gang nan
ra mot nu cudi: “O, 1a ... cac vi a, hdom nay sao lai ranh rang t6i tim toi
thé?”

“Hom tredc nghe huynh néi ba phu khong dwgc khoe , nén ching t6i dén
tham.” Chu T Tan dui tdi tdo kho va long nhan trong tay vao long Truong
Hang Anh. “Cai nay biéu ba phy, may ma Sung C6 chu ddo nhac ta.”

Hoang T Ha v6i phan tran: “T6i cling hét cach, mdi vao phu Quy vuong,
con chwa dugc nhan lvong thang, danh mat day di tay khong vay.”
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“Pirng khach sdo thé, cac vi dén choi la t6i mirng lam r6i!” Trwong Hang
Anh cét 16i ¢6, guwong mit ciing twoi 1én, “A phai, toi c6 tin vui bao v&i moi
nguoi day, nho phuc hai vi, sang hom nay Ta Kim Ngo Vé da guri cong van
chinh thitc tGi, tir ngay mai t6i duwgc nhan roi!”

“T6t qua r6i, chic mirng huynh!”Chu T Tan ming r& khoac vai Truong
Hang Anh, “Ta da bao ma! Hom qua Vwong Uan bi ching ta danh cho tam
phuc khau phuc, cé 1€ y cling tw biét, néu con khong chiu nhan Trwong nhi
ca, thi chang biét an néi thé nao vé4i ba vi vieong gia!”

Hoang Tw Ha ciing vui 14y, coi nhw tir ray khong ng nan gi Trwong Hanh
Anh nita. Nhin grongmat twoi tan ctia Treong Hang Anh, ¢ mim cuoi,
“Chuc mung Treong nhi ca!”

Truwong Hang Anh hao hitng khoe: “Lan nay la song hy lam mon, cha t6i
liét giwvong mdy thang nay khong ddy noi, vira nghe tin t6i dugc vao Ta
Kim Ng6 V§, lién phan chan tinh than, sang nay da xudng giwong dugc roi!
Ong con ti bdc thude cho minh, néi réng tim bénh da tri khoi, may hom
nita bénh tinh sé kha l1én thoi!”

N6i doan, ga day cong dan bon ho vao: “Cac vi dén ding ldc lam, troi dang
nong nue, A DPich bao sé lam mi 1a hoe an cho mat, vao an cung chung toi
di.”

Pang néi dé cau bong nghe tiéng gudc go lich kich, thi ra A Pich dang
ding trong san, thay cé khach bén lanh ngay vao nha.

Trewong Hang Anh cudi guong: “A Dich so ngwoi la, cac vi dirng dé bung

2

nhé.

DPoan ga vao trong bung ra mi 14 hoe va bat diia, ba ngudi ngéi xuéng duéi
gian nho.
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Thay t6 mi xanh mat cd mat, Chu T® Tan suyt nita quén khuay y dinh ban
dau. Ga don lay bat, mic ngay mot bat mi nho, vira an vira nac nom: “A
DPich niu ngon that ddy, gia ma ngay nao ta ciing dwgc dén an chyc nhi.”

“Huynh muén dén thi cit dén, Iic nao ching t6i cting chao dén.” Truong
Hang Anh cuoi.

Hoang Tt Ha cling an mot miéng, lai héi: “Trwong nhi ca, vira ro6i huynh di
dau vay? To6i thdy ban ndy hinh nhuw huynh hoi rau ri?”

“A, em trai ctia chi dau téi, vira tron bén tudi, hém trude bi lac trong vu
hon loan & chua Tién Phic, ca nha nhao nhao di tim. May ma trén dgi van
con nhiéu nguoi tot, sang nay nhan duwgc tin, cé nguwoi da dua thang bé vé
nha, nén toi dén xem sao.”

Hoang Ttw Ha ngac nhién: “Chi dau huynh chang phai con gai mot u?”

“Pung thé, thang bé nay la em ho, b6 me chi 4y nhan lam con thtra ty thoi,
du sao trong nha ciing phai cé ngwoi néi doi chit. Hom trude nghe néi ho
dang cudng cuong tim con, nhing may ngay nay toi chay don chay dao
khap noi, chang dén gitip duoc, long ci¢ a4y ndy khong yén.” Anh trai
Truwong Hang Anh sau khi thanh hon thi ¢ lai nha vg, bdy gio & Truong An
c6 tuc vg chong mdi cudi sé & nha vg vai nam, khong tinh la & ré.

Chu Tt Tan lién xoa diu, “Triwong nhi ca that 13, thang bé tré vé chang phai
tot roi sao, huynh con rau 11 gi nita.”

Nghe néi dén dita bé bon tudi & chua Tién Phiic. Hoang T Ha swc nhd téi
béng nguwdi bong diva bé 1dm lem bun dat trong con mwa tam ta hom ay,
bén quay sang héi Trweong Hang Anh: “Ngudi duwa thang bé vé...trong thé
nao?”

“T6i dén tré, chi kip nhin thoang qua thoi, qua 1a mot nhan vat... nhw than
tién vay!” Truong Hang Anh that tha dat bat xudng ké, “Huynh ay ditng
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trwdc ctra nha chi dau t6i, lam sang birng ca nha lén. Tt khi sinh ra dén gio,
toi chwa tirng thay ai dep dén thé dau.”

Chu T Tan cwdi héi: “Nha rach trach vang, 16ng 1ong nhu rang chiéu(*)
a?”

(*) Chit dung trong Thé Thuyét Tan Ngit, miéu td dang ngudi cao rao dep
de, nhuv cay ngoc don gio.

Hoang Tt Ha lang thinh khong noi.

Truwong Hang Anh nghe Chu T Tan néi cling chi hiéu lo mo, danh dap:
“Um, néi chung 1a rat dep.”

“Vay...” Tay cam diia cia Hoang T Ha run lén rat khé: “Ngudi do tén ho
la gi?”

Trewong Hang Anh lac dau: “Khong r6. Huynh ay chi uéng hai hép tra la di
ngay, khong dé lai tén ho, cling chang nhan qua cam ta, béi thé méi noi
nguoi tot trén doi con nhiéu lam. Thang bé con nho, cling khong biét tén
tudi va noi ¢ ctia ngwoi ta, bay gio chang cé cach nao ta on dugc nita.”

Chu T Tan héi: “Vay lam sao ngwoi do tim dwge nha chi dau huynh?”

“La thé nay, ndi ra cling vat va lam, tré con khong biét dia chi nha, nén
nguoi do danh dem thang bé di tim khap cac phuwong trong thanh Truong
An. N6 bé nhu thé lam sao di n6i? Péu la nguoi d6 am né di tirng nha mot,
dén sang hom nay, thang bé trong thay nha minh bén goi toang 1én, nho thé
m&i tim dugc.”

“Thé ma khong biét tén ho ngwdi do, ti€c that.” Chu T Tan than thd, “Ta
con muon lam quen vdi huynh dy, ngudi ta vira hao hiép nhan ttr lai dep dé
thé co ma.”
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Trewong Hang Anh gét dau lia lia: “Pung thé ding thé! Xuat ching lam!”

Cang nghe, Hoang T Ha cang thdy long dau am i, khong mudn nghe thém
nita, co bén chuyén chu dé: “Trwong nhi ca khong goi A DPich ra an luon?”

Trewong Hang Anh lwdng lu: “Co ay... so nguoi la, toi nghi hay la thoi di.”

“Sung Co6 noi phdi 1am! Moi nguwdi déu la ban bé roi, A Pich nhit nhat nhw
thé khong hay dau, sau nay ching ta con dén quay qua nita ma, cing mudn

chao hoi co6 dy chit.” Gio heé la 1oi Hoang Tt Ha, Chu T Tan sé 1ap tiec hua
theo, y nhu vet.

“Um...cling phai, dé tdi goi 6 dy ra chao khach.” Poan Trwong Hang Anh
dirng day di vao nha.

Thdy ga vira qua ctta, Chu T Tan lién ron rén bam theo, ap tai 1én twong
nghe ngong.

Hoang T Ha khinh bi nhin g3, hoi khong ra tiéng: “Cong ti dinh lam gi?”

Chu T Tan cling map may moi dap khong ra tiéng: “Nghe trom, xem
Truwong nhi ca va A Dich c6 phai ké tinh nghi gay an khong?”

Hoang Tt Ha sttng ngudi trdc anh mat tran day chinh nghia ma cling vo si
tOt cung cua ga, tuy biét khong hay, nhwng c6 bat gidc cling ap tai vao
twong theo.

Chi nghe tiéng Itta chay 1ép bép bén trong, réi giong Trong Hang Anh
vang lén: “ A Dich, ho la ban ta, tinh tinh cling tot lam.”

A Dich lang thinh khéng néi, rat 1au sau, Trieong Hang Anh cho rang nang
da nhan 10i, lién gio tay nam lay tay do nang: “ Nao, dé ta dat mudi ra lam
quen vGi ho.”
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Nao ngo A Dich vung ra, giong nho nhe ma kién dinh: “Mudi... khong di
dau!”

Canh tay Treong Hang Anh dang gio ra, ngugng ngung khung lai gitta
chirng.

Chu T Tan va Hoang T Ha nhin nhau, con chwa kip trao doi gi, da lai
nghe thay giong noéi yéu 6t run ray cua A Dich: “Truong nhi ca, xin huynh
ddy... Mudi khong mudn gap ai ca! Mudi... mudi suot doi nay, khong thé
gap ai ca...”

Truwong Hang Anh ldng 1& nhin nang, diu giong héi: “Lé nao mudi dinh nhét
minh trong nha ca doi hay sao?”

“Hynh khong biét dau... Huynh khéng hiéu dugc dau...” A dich bung mat
ngoi thup xudng dat, gang nén tiéng khoc: “Trwong nhi ca, huynh rat tot...
Mudi chi mudn song yén 6n v4i huynh théi. Mudi chi mudn & trong nha
nay, xin huynh... ditng bat mudi ra ngoai gap nguwoi khac ma...”

Trwong Hang Anh duong nhu cling khong ngo nang lai phan ttng manh mé
dén thé, c ditng ngay ra, hoi lau khéng dong day gi.

Ca trong lan ngoai nha déu im phang phac, chi c6 tiéng nitc nd cia A Dich
vang vang bén trong: “Trwong nhi ca... mudi nguyén ndu com gidt giti cho
huynh, hau ha huynh ca dgi...Mudi chi mong c6 dugc mét cho trd chan
nhw can nha nhé nay, dé mudi nhét minh & day su6t doi, cho dén khi gia
nua, muc rita... Trwong nhi ca, xin huynh dirng 16i mudi ra ngoai, dirng bat
muoi gap ngwoi khac ma!”

Truwong Hang Anh vira nin ldng nghe A Dich khdc 16c, vira ngoai dau
ngong ra bén ngoai, thady hai ngudi bén ngoai khong dong tinh gi, bén nhich
lai gan A Dich khé d6 danh: “Dwoc roi, khong gap thi khong gap, thuc ra...
thuc ra ta cling khong danh long dé mudi ra ra ngoai.”
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A DPich mé to doi mat ngan 1€, nhin ga dam dam.

Trwdc anh mat nang, Trieong Hang Anh cling gai dau, dé birng mat vi boi
roi: “Thuc ra hang ngay mudi ¢ nha cho ta vé, ta rat vui. Biét dwgc mudi
nhat dinh sé khong roi xa ta, biét mudi chi c6 thé ¢ lai bén ta, giong nhw s@
hitu mot bi mat caa rieng minh vay...”

Nwdc mat ang ang day trong rot cudc ciing lan dai, A Dich cét tiéng goi khe
khé: “Trwong nhi ca...”

Chu T Tan nghe dén day ciing nguwgng ngung, bén huych Hoang Tw Ha, y
bao rut lui.

Song Hoang T Ha chi nhiu may, dat ngén tré 1én moi ra ddu im lang.

Chu T Tan thdy mdt c6 tram ngam thi khong khéi ngac nhién, tham nhu 1¢é
nao may loi vira r6i cua Treong Hang Anh c6 gi khéng 6n u?

Bau khong khi trong nha bong nhién lang han xuéng. A Dich run run nhin
Trwong Hang Anh, héi lau méi héi: “Huynh... huynh biét chuyén cua
muoi... biét mudi khong cé chon dung than... ti lic nao?”

Trwong Hang Anh ngan ra, vo thitc siét chat nam tay lai, cii gam mat
xuong né tranh 4nh mat nang.

Lang phac nhu td. Loang thoang nghe thay tiéng cudi n6i cia dam nguoi
ngo6i hong mat dudi goc cay hoe bén ngoai rao ram but theo gi6 dwa dén.
Trén cdy lyu, mot con ve non vira tinh gidc nga dai, méi kip thoat xac da
cat tiéng kéu ran, am thanh kho khan ma chéi tay vat ngang manh san nhé.

Truwong Hang Anh im lang hoi 1au, cu6i cung ciing 1én tiéng, giong rat
cham rai, rat nhe nhang, nhung cling hét sitc ranh rot: “Hé nam ngoai, ta
tirng trong thdy mudi ¢ chg Tay. Lic ay, mudi ngbi ngay tredc civa tiém
nhang dén, dang chon mua bach lan. Bay gio troi d6 mua, ta di ngang qua,
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trong thdy mudi twoi cwdi chon hoa cling ddam ngo ngan, khong can than
giam phai mot viing bun, lam ban ca 1én mu ban tay mudi...”

A Dich rung reng nwdc mat, than thg nhin ga, vo thitc gio mu ban tay trang
muot [én sam soi.

“Ta lap bap xin 16i, nhirng mudi ciing chang dé bung, vo tw rat khan tay ra
lau vét bun, nhoén cuwdi vdi ta roi cdm mot xau bach lan quay vao nha. Doc
duwong vé, ta ci¥ ngo ngan nhd dén vét ban trén tay mudi, nhé dén nu cudi
cua mudi, nhé dén do dan, dén noi, dén noi di lac ludn...”

Hoang Tw Ha bén ngoai nghe ga tho 16 cling thdy vanh mat néng ruc 1én,
nuwdc mat da bat dau ran ran.

A Dich trong nha cham rai ndm 1ay vat 4o minh, 4p 1én 16ng nguc, twa ho
chi c6 vay mé6i ngan duwgc con séng triéu phitc tap ma dit doi dang cudn 1én
trong long khéi nhan chim ban than.

Trewong Hang Anh ng6i xuong canh A Bich, dwdi anh Itra bap bung trong
can bép nhd, ga dam dam nhin nang, diu giong ké, “Veé sau, ta thwong di
ngang qua ctta nha mudi dé nhin 1én, chitng kién cha muoi lanh nhat véi
mudi, cling nghe thay mudi hay ngdm nga khic hat hai dau, con biét dugc
6 rat nhiéu nguoi da dén wdm hoi mudi, nhwng cha mudi doi sinh 1€ qua
cao, nén dén gio mudi van chwa c6 noi c6 chon...”

No6i dén day, ga ngirng lai, cwdi khé nado, hoi lau mdi tiép tuc: “Lic ay ta da
tuyét vong, khong dam di qua nhin mudi nita. Cho dén khi vao doi nghi
tregng ¢ phu Quy vuong, ta lai sinh long to twdng mugi, nhung vi gap
chuyén nén cling khong thanh. Mai tGi lic... tGi luc ta thady mudi ngat lim
trén nui, tay con nam chat mot sgi day thirng... Vé sau ta md&i hay sgi day
d6 la cha mudi ném cho mudi, ép mudi ty sat...”

“Ong ta khong phai cha mudi.” A DPich ndy gid cin méi 1ing nghe, thinh
linh rit qua ké rang: ”Mudi khong c6 cha... Mudi chi c6 me, me mudi mat
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1au r6i!”

Truwong Hang Anh gat dau, khong binh luan gi ma tiép tuc ké: “Ta viec mudi
vé nha, ldc tinh lai, mudi n6i minh tén Tich...Ta c@ ngd mudi sé néi minh la
Tich Thiy, nao ngd mudi chita lai, n6i rang minh tén A Dich, lic dy ta
tham nghi, nhat dinh mudi da gap bién co rat 16n. Vé sau, vé sau nghe
ngong dwoc, ta rat ngac nhién, rat cam phan, mu6n di giét quach tén Ton
ghé... nhung sau tham trong long, ta lai nghi, ta phdi doi tot véi mudi hon
nita... Ta nghi tat ca déu la cai sai cta ta, néu ta sém nho ngwdi mai moi,
biét dau... biét dau muodi sé khong gap phai chuyén do...”

Trwong nhi ca...” A Bich run run goi, nang dang ngoi tredc bép Itra, than
hinh nhé nhan co rim lai, run ray nhw mét déa hoa trong gio6 bao.

Trwong Hang Anh chia tay ra, nhw mu6én 6m ldy nang ma vo vé, nhung
nhin gwong mat tai nhgt ctia nang, lai nghi dén viéc nang tirng phai chiu 6
nhuc cing cuc, e rang khong thich nguwdi khac dung cham, nén danh nén
lai.

Nao ngo A Dich kheé kéo tay ga, lang 1€ ap mdt vao canh tay.
Trewong Han Anh run ray gio tay lén, 6m choang 1dy nang.

Hai ngudi dya vao nhau trong gian bép nhd, ngon Itra bap bung hat anh 1o
mo 1én minh ho.

Chi nghe thay giong Trwong Hang Anh that chdm rai ma ranh rot titng chi:
“A Dich, mudi yén tdm di, nhitng ké tirng lam viéc xau, déu gap phai bao
ung.”

A Dich nin lang hoi 1du méi cham cham gat dau, nhe giong noéi: “Pung thé,
giong nhu hom do6 ching ta thdy Nguy Hy Man bi chét chay ay, huynh biét
Nguy Hy Man khong, néu khong c6 han, mudi ciing khong roi vao budc
dwong cung thé nay.”
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“Ta biét, han la hoan quan phti cong chtia.” Ga khong noi tai sao minh biét,
nhung nguwdi nghe déu hiéu, thyc ra nhitng gi ga biét vé A Pich con vugt xa
twong twong cua ho.

Hai ngwoi dya vao nhau bat dong, that 1au.
Hoang Tw Ha va Chu T Tan ciling lang 1€ trd lai dwdi gian nho, ngoi

xuong an mi 1a hoe, cé diéu, chang con thay ngon lanh gi nita.

8

Ngan trang van nui

That 1au sau, ho mdi nghe thay tiéng gudc go rat khé, ngoanh lai thi thay
Trewong Hang Anh dat tay Tich Thuy ti trong nha di ra. Tich Thiy di mot
doi hai vai xanh dé go, bén trén théu hai déa hoa ram but hiéng vao nhau
nod rg, ro rang la nang ty théuy, trong vo cung tinh xdo.

Chiéu heé nang 16a cd mat. Tich Thiy nhé nhan xinh xéo, ditng gitta anh
mat troi choi chang, 1an da 1au ngay khong ra nang trang dén chéi mat.

Nang yéu kiéu hanh 1€ véi hai ké dwdi gian nho: “Chao hai vi dai ca, mudi
la... A Bich.”

Hoang Tt Ha voi ditng day chap tay dap 1€, “A Dich c6 nwwong niu an ngon
qua, lan nay t6i va Tt Tan mat day dén quay nhiéu, mong c6 nwong dirng

phat y.”

Tich Thay tra 1€, ngdp nging dinh néi gi d6, nhwng cudi cung chi gat dau
chao ho, cii dau ngoi xuong dudi gian nho.

Chu T Tan ding 1én noéi: “Triwong nhi ca chang bao ba phu do roi uv?
Huynh dan ta vao tham dugc khong?”
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Trwong Hang Anh nhin Hoang Tt Ha, gat dau vai Tich Thuy, r6i dan Chu
T Tan vao trong.

Chi con lai mot minh vé&i Hoang Tt Ha, Tich Thidy thap thém khéng yén,
cti gam mat, boi r6i can ngoén tay.

Hoang Tt Ha diu giong hoi: “A Dich c6 nuong, t6i hoi c6 chuyén nay dugc
khong?”

Tich Thuay cti dau, héi 1au méi khé gat.
“Banh c6 lau c6 lam c6 bi quyét gi khong vay?”
Tich Thay do dy mot thoang, mdéi tir tr ngang lén.

Hoang T Ha twoi cwdi nhin nang: “Trwéc day toi khong thich an banh c6
1au vi thay hoi tanh. Nhwng hém treedc an banh ¢6 lam lai thay thom ngon
la thwong, ct thom thém mai... Khong gidu gi co, t6i cam thay tay nghé cua
c6 c6 thé xép hang dau trong thanh Truwong An nay day!”

Nhin nu cwdi twoi tan dé gan cia Hoang T Ha, Tich Thiy ciling yén long
phan nao, khé can moi li nhi dap, giong nhé nhu tiéng muoi: “ Mugi... muoi
vira lot long thi me mat, tir khi bé xiu da bat dau phéi ndu com, c6 1é... lam
nhiéu thanh quen thoi... ”

Hoang Tw Ha khé gat dau, lai hoi: “Lénh dwong qua doi da nhiéu nam nhw
thé ma lénh ton khong tuc huyén w, sao bat c6 phai nau com?”

“Um... tinh tinh cha mudi hoi khé chiu.” Nang ling buing ké, “Nidm mudi
chirng bay tam tudi, cha c6 dem vé mot nguwoi phu nit chay nan, bao rang
ba ta sé sinh con trai cho cha. Mugi... mudi rat sg ngwdoi dan ba do, ba ta lic
nao cling ddnh mang mudi, nhung mudi biét ba ta la nguwdi sinh con trai cho
cha, nén khong dam than van nira 10i... Vé sau cha mudi uong say, danh dap
ba ta, ba ta chiu khéng néi bén bo di...”

https://thuviensach.vn



Hoang Tw Ha chang con 161 nao dé binh pham vé Lit Chi Nguyén nita, chi
néi: “Vay ciing t6t, bang khong co lai phai chiu t6i.”

“Um... Sau nay, tubi cha mudi cang lic cang cao, ciing... nan long roi.”
“Sao 0 lai bi ngat trén nui vay?”

Tich Thiy can manh vao méi duwéi, 16ng nguc phap phong dit déi. Hoang
T Ha c ng® Tich Thiy sap oa lén khoc t6i noi thi nang dot ngot 1én tiéng,
giong khan dac: “Cha mudi... nhan tién ctia nguoi ta, toan ép ga mudi cho
nguwoi muodi khong thich. Mudi bén cam mot sgi thirng di 1én nui dinh tim
cai chét, cudi cung thi ngdt xiu... B&i thé cd ngay mudi ¢t nhét minh trong
nha Truong nhi ca, khong dam ra ngoai, sg... bi cha mudi bat gap.”

Hoang T Ha khong vach tran 16i n6i doi nay, chi khé khang an ti: “C6 yén
tam di, Truwong nhi ca trung hau ditng dan, lai hét 1ong do6i dai vdi cd. Moi
chuyén treéc day da qua roi, toi tin rang cudc doi vé sau cua c6 nhat dinh
sé dugc hanh phuc my man, van sy nhe y.”

A Dich nudt 1é gat dau, hang mi won wdét che rgp déi mat, hét sitc dang
thwong.

“Nghe n6i hom trudc, Triong nhi ca dan ¢6 dén chua Tién Phic dang
huwong? Bita d6 ndo loan nhu thé, hai vi c6 bi kinh hai khong?”

Nghe thay cau nay, A Dich bong siét chat tay lai, rat 1au mdi tir t budng
long, nghén nghen dap: “Khéng. Ho6m dy... mudi von di khong dinh di,
nhung dai nwong bén nha bdo véi Truwong nhi ca, trwdce khi két hon nén dén
chuia cau phiic, bagi thé mudi danh doi mii c6 mang che mat di cung huynh
ay.

»

Hoang T Ha gat dau, “Toi dang gitp Pai Ly Ty diéu tra vu nay, néu tién,
co nwong c6 thé thuat lai cho t6i tinh hinh Iic d6 dwgc khong?”
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Tich Thiy cham rai gat dau, nhung c¢ ngap ngirng mai khong noi tiép.

Hoang T Ha cling khong thic giuc. Tich Thiy im lang mot lat roi ké:
“Mudi va Treong nhi ca... nghe ndi h6m d6 cé6 mét hoan quan chét chay.”

“Luc do6 hai vi & dau?”

“Bon mudi... lic ay thdy moi ngudi don vé tién dién qua dong, nén len ra
hau dién. Vira di dwgc may buwdc thi nghe phia sau nhon nhéo ca 1én, muoi
ngodnh lai thi thay tat cd x6 nhau bo chay vé phia minh, c nhw... c& nhw
mot dot song triéu cuén cudn ap dén vay. Triwong nhi ca voi kéo mudi chay,
roi hai bon mudi nép vao mot goc twong, dirng do...”

Nang cui gam mat, doi ma tai nhgt bong rng hong 1én. Nhin vé mat ay,
Hoang Tw Ha syc nhé hom ay Ly Thw Bach ciing da che ché minh trong
vong tay y.

Co chgt nghi, chang rd c6 phai bay gio Truong Hang Anh cling bao vé
thiéu nit yéu 6t mong manh nhu cay sy nay nhu thé khong?

“Vé sau... vé sau dam dong tan di, bon mudi mdi nghe néi phia truede cé
mot ngwoi bi sét danh chét. Trewong nhi ca...” Ké dén day nang lai ngap
ngirng, roi can nhe moi ndi khé, “Huynh ay néi nguwdi bi sét danh chét, chac
chan trong rat ghé rgn, ditng dén xem thi hon... Thé 1a, thé 1a bon mudi vé
nha.”

Hoang Tt Ha nh¢ lai nhitng gi nang va Trwong Hang Anh tirng néi lic
tredc, giong hoi tram xudng: “Hai vi luén & canh nhau, nén ciing khong
biét nguwdi chét chay luc dé la ai u?”

“Sau nay... mudi nghe ndi la... hoan quan pht cong chtia.” Ban tay nang siét
chat lai, giong khan khan khé nhoc, “Mudi... lic &y mudi nghi, co 1€ y tirng
lam 4c nén gap qua bao, néu khong sao bao nhiéu ngwdi nhw vay, ma troi
lai chi gidng sdm sét thiéu chét y?”
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Nghe giong ké nghen ngao buon ba ctia nang, tuy khong mudn, nhung
Hoang Tt Ha van phai noéi toet ra: “A Dich c6 nwong, c6 néi d6i.”

Tay Tich Thiy run ban, nang mdé to mat, kinh hoang ngang phat 1én nhin
Hoang Tt Ha.

Hoang T Ha chi néi khé: “Thyc khéng dam gidu, hém 4y tdi cling ¢ chua
Tién Phic. Theo tinh hinh ltic ay, t6i khong cho rang cac vi cé thé dé dang
lach ra khoi dam dong, it nhat thi chiéc mii c¢6 doi cting khong thé gitr dugc
trong Itic hon loan nhw thé. Huéng ho, c¢6 von khéng chiu dé ngwoi khac
thdy mat, nén nhat dinh sé khéng so y lam mat mii dau nhi?”

Tich Thay lam thinh, girong mat trang tai tirc thi xdm ngoét nhu tro tan,
ban tay dang nam chat ciing bu6ng ri trén ban.

“A Pich c6 nuong, to6i khuyén c6 dirng nén giau giém nita. Thyc ra Chu T
Tan cling sé héi han Trwong nhi ca tinh canh lic do, néu 16i néi cta co6 va
huynh ay khong khép nhau thi phién day.” Dau khong danh long nhung
Hoang Tt Ha van phai hoi tiép, “Theo t6i doan, c6 1é c¢6 da chinh mat
chitng kién tén hoan quan dé da bi thiéu chét phai khong?”

“Vang... Bdy gio bon mudi ciling & tién dién.” Tich Thuy biét khong thé
giau giém Hoang T& Ha, danh run ray dap: “Lic d6 dong lam, Truong nhi
ca phat hién thady khu vuc canh lw hwong va cay nén c6 vé do dong hon,
nén kéo muoi lach qua. Qua that bén canh cay nén va 1o hwong c6 cho
trong, nhung bi chang thirng do, khong cho ai lai gan. Pang lic 4y chang ro
ai va phai mudi ttr phia sau, lam mi doi dau cua mudi roi vao trong vong
day thitng. Mudi... mudi kinh hoang ngoi thup xuéng buwng mat, chi sg bi
nguoi ta trong thay. Trueong nhi ca bén bao mudi dgi r6i nhanh nhen nhay
qua hang day thirng, chay dén bén canh cay nén, giip mudi nhat m...”

Noi dén day, nang bat gidc 6m dau, giong ké cling v& vun nhu dang tu noi
v&i minh, “Mudi bing mat ngéi dwdi dat, chgt nghe thiy tiéng nd rén vang,
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ra la cdy nén bi sét danh tring phat nd. Mudi ciing bi song khi hat nga lan
ra, chi thdy moi nguwoi xung quanh nhén nhao kéu gao bo chay. Trwong nhi
ca hoi ha chay dén 6m chat 1dy mudi, cuéng quyt dap may dom lira trén
nguwoi mudi réi bado vé mudi chay ra ngoai. Mudi trong thdy huynh dy cam
mii, nhung gitta ldc hon loan nhu thé ciing chang kip nhan lay... Bon
muoi... bon mudi mGi chay dugc may budc thi nghe thiy tiéng nguwoi gao
rd, at hét nhitng tiéng la khoc xung quanh, hét sitc thé tham.”

Tiéng gao tuyét vong ay khién nang thay rudt gan tan nat ca, khong nhin
dugc phai ngoai lai nhin.

Gitta vong nguoi dang tan ra, nang trong thay mot ké toan than chay phirng
phtrng. Khong chi quan 4o ma cad ngudi y déu da bén lira, tir dau toc dén
ngon tay, dén ca doi giay duwdi chan. Y chang con giong mot ngudi bang
mau thit nita, ma nhw mét bt nhin rom tam day dau, chay rirng ruc.

Nang ciling trong thdy guwong mat y, du da bi Itta dot phong rop chay sém
trong rat dang sg, nhung nang van nhan ro ranh ranh, ké d6 chinh la Nguy
Hy Man, tén hoan quan tan 4c da danh nang dén ngét lim r6i ném bo ngoai
dwong, khién nang roi vao tinh canh nay.

Trueong Hang Anh gio tay che mat nang lai, hot hoang néi: “DPtrng nhin.”

Nang nghién rang quay nguoi cung Truong Hang Anh tran ra ngoai theo
dong nguoi trong tiéng gao tham thiét cia Nguy Hy Man.

Cudi cung, ho cling lach dwgc vao mét goc twong, Trieong Hang Anh che
chan cho nang, hai ngwdi dan sat minh vao twong, dé tranh dam dong giam
dap léen.

Bay gio nang mai phat hién, tay ga van nam chat chiéc mii ctia nang.
Chang 10 tai sao, nwdc mat nang ci trao ra. Tich Thady ldng 1& cam md, doi

lén dau.
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Moi nguwoi da tan di qua nita, Nguy HyMan ciing thoi gao thét, c6 1é da chét
10i.

Trewong Hang Anh dat tay nang, hoa vao dong nguoi.

Ban tay gd day dan ma &m 4p, moi lic nam tay déu bao boc tron ven ban
tay nang, tita ho mai mai khong bao gio budng ra.

Tich Thay thuat lai hau hét moi chuyén, chi gidu viéc minh biét Nguy Hy
Man.

Thay trong 16i ké cia nang khéng c6 so hd nang dang ké, Hoang T Ha
ben cam ta.

Lic nay, Chu Tw Tan va Trwong Hang Anh vao nha nady gio cling di ra,
Chu T Tan cwdi néi: “Ba phu gdp viéc vui mirng, tinh than sdng khoai bén
khoe ra ngay, tot qua r6i.”

BoOn ngwoi lai ng6i xudng an mi. Thay khong con sém nita, Hoang T Ha
lién tw biét Trweong Hang Anh va A Pich.

Ra khoi nha ho Truwong, Hoang Tt Ha va Chu T Tan bat dau khép 10i ké
cua hai nguai kia.

Nghe Hoang Tw Ha thuat lai 16i Tich Thiy, Chu T Tan nhan xét: “Ta hoi
Truong nhi ca chuyén & chua Tién Phiic hdm do, xem chirng 10i ké ctia
huynh &y cling twong tw. Hom xdy ra chuyén, ding la ho c6 mat & chua
Tién Phiic, hon nita khi Nguy Hy Man bi thiéu chét, huynh dy dang & ngay
bén canh cay nén nhat mii cho c6 dy. Ho da ching kién cai chét cia Nguy
Hy Man.”

Hoang Tw Ha gat dau: “Tich Thiy cling néi vay.”
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“Trwong nhi ca néi, lic bay gio khong biét ké dé 1a Nguy Hy Man, ciling
khong trong rdo Nguy Hy Man bat Itva thé nao.”

“Piém nay van dang nghi.” Hoang Tt Ha chau may, “Nh& ngwoi cia Pai
Ly Tw di do la xem, Trwong nhi ca biét chuyén nay tir ldc nao, trede khi
Nguy Hy Man chét chdy Trwong nhi ca da biét ndi tinh vu Tich Thiy hay
chua.”

Chu T Tan gat dau hang hai: “Cam giac sai phai dwgc cd dam nguoi & Dai
Ly Tu hay that.”
Hoang Tt Ha bat Iyc nhin ga cong tir boc tuéch tredec mat, nghi tdi viéc ga

con chang sai bao néi ngwdi hau nha minh, c6 bong thau hiéu sau sac niém
han hoan hién thoi cua ga.

Pén nha Chu T Tan thay lai y phuc xong xudi, Hoang Tt Ha bén tw biét
gd, xach chiéc dau lau kia chuan bi quay vé pht Quy vuong.

Luc tién co6 ra cita, Chu Tt Tan con héi: “Cong cong dinh thuat lai chuyén
cua Truvong nhi ca va Tich Thuy v6i Pai Ly Ty u?”

Hoang Tt Ha lac dau.
Chu T Tan thé phao: “Phai lam, Tich Thuy... rat tdoi nghiép.”

“Néu vi tdi nghiép ma giét nguwoi, thi triéu dinh con can luat phap lam gi
nita?” Hoang T Ha cham rai néi, lai nhin vang dwong dang nga vé Tay,
nglrng mot lat mai tiép: “Tuy hién gio ¢ ay va Truwong nhi ca dang bi nghi
ngd, nhung khong cé chitng ¢t xac thue, nén tredc mat khong tién truyén
ho t6i tham van.”

Chu T Tan thad dai, dau mo6i rau i nhin co.
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Hoang Tt Ha phét 10 ga, “Pay la an mang, ding hanh dong theo cam tinh.
Toi sé bao cho nguoi Pai Ly Tu theo sat L Chi Nguyén, Tich Thuy va
Trwong nhi ca, cong tir khong dugc ban tin cho ho dau day!”

“Um...” Chu T® Tan tiu nghiu nhin ¢6 xach chiéc tii dyng cai dau méi
phuc nguyén di xa khuat khoi tam mat minh, lai cang thém bu6n ba.

Xach tdi vé dén pha Quy vuong, ngudi canh cong vira trong thay co da hoi
ha chay lai, an can don 1ay chiéc tai: “Dwong cong cong vé roi day a?

Vuong gia dgi cau mai!”

“Khong can, cdAm on huynh, t6i ty xach dwgc.” Hoang Tt Ha git chat 1ay
tii — néu thit bén trong bi nguwdi ta phat hién, chang phai tir nay co sé noi
tiéng khap phu la tén bién thai u?

“Vwong gia dang dogi toi u?”

“Vang, gia dan khi nao cau vé thi truyén dén hién Tinh Ditu, ai ng® doi mai
khong duwgc nén gia da dén thang phong canh cong ngoi cho roi.”

Hoang Tw Ha giat thot minh, chang hiéu xdy ra chuyén gi ma Ly Thw Bach
phai dén tan phong canh ng6i dgi. C6 v6i xach tii chay vao, qua nhién thay
may ga linh canh dang nom nép ditng hau, con Quy vieong ngoi mot minh
bén trong doc cong van, ca chong gidy to day cop gio chi con vai to 1é té.

Co hdét hai lao vao hanh 1é: “N6 tai t6i dang mudn chét.”

Y thong tha lat mot to cong van, tho o hoi: “Nguwoi co toi gi?”
“NO tai... quén bangviéc t6i qua... gia can dan.”

“Viec gi?” Y lai thong tha 1at mot to nita.

Hoang Tw Ha danh danh liéu dap: “Quy nhan c6 hen.”
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“Nguoi khong ndi thi ban vieong cling quén mat day.” Y xem not td cong
van cudi cung, gap lai quing 1én ban, doan nhwéng mi nhin c6. Anh mét y
cling lanh nhat nhuw thai do, khong thé do doan, khién Hoang Tt Ha sdn ca
gai 0c, dv cdm khong lanh quan 1én trong 16ng nguc.

Canh Duc phia sau gitp Ly Thu Bach xép gon chong cong van lai. Ly Thw
Bach buwng chong cong van di thang ra ctra, ngang qua Hoang T Ha cling
chang buo6n liéc c6 nira mat.

Hoang Tt Ha danh liéu chay theo y, thay y budc 1én xe ngwa da cho san,
m&i ngac nhién héi: “Vwong gia dinh... dén cung Thai Cyc u?”

“Ta dén cung Thai Cyc lam gi?” Y lanh lung liéc c6, “Ban dén khong m&
noi mat, ngay nao ciing ngap trong cong viéc, ai r6i ma quan nguoi.”

“Da...” Co6 chot da, voi khom lung cudi dau, t6 vé hoi 16i.

“Lén day.” Y noi lanh bang.

Hoang Tw Ha budt miéng “a” mot tiéng.

“Nha mon luc bg ¢ trwéc cung Thai Cyc, tién dvong dem nguoi di luon.”

“Da... Pa ta vuong gia.” Co rau 11 dap, giong diéu chang c6 vé gi la ham
on. Chang thé v, 1an nay bi Ly Thw Bach tém dugc, doc dwong chac chan
linh du.

Qua nhién khong khi trong xe rat nang ne.

DPén con ca trong binh lwu ly cling biét y lan sau xudéng day nuwéc, khong
dam dong cua, chi sg kinh dong vi vieong gia dang s¢ nhat Bai Buwong nay.

Doc dwong di, anh nang chiéu ciing len qua khe ctta, 16 mo roi vao, rung
rinh theo nhip x0c ndy cda xe. Thinh thodng vai dom nang dau 1én guong

https://thuviensach.vn



mat cia Ly Thuw Bach, a&nh nang vang rue khién dwong nét gwong mat y
cang thém géc canh ma xa xam, toat 1én mot vé xa cach khong thé vdi tdi.

Hoang Tt Ha dang nhin trom Ly Thw Bach, thinh linh nghe y hoi: “Gap Vi
Tuyén & phu cong chuia r6i ha?”

Tuw biét khong sao tranh khoi cudc tham van trén xe, nhung co thue khong
ngo cau hoi dau tién lai thé nay. Hoang T Ha ngé ra mét thoang roi méi

ngap ngung dap: “Vang, sang nay lic & phu céng chua, t6i thay huynh ay
dén bai phéng.”

Ly Thu Bach nheo mat nhin Hoang T Ha, thdy nét mdt co6 chi thoang vé
cam thwong, thi nhiu may that nhe. Y cham chu nhin c6 hoi 1au, giong tram
han xudng vi phéi noi khé: “Nguoi thay sao?”

Hoang Tt Ha syc hiéu ra, y dang hoi vé chuyén map mo gitta Vi Tuyén va
Pong Xwong cong chua.

Bong chdc, tat thay binh tinh ung dung dwong nhw déu tan bién trong giay
phut kich dong nay, co cat tiéng ma chang hiéu minh dang néi gi: “Pé la
viéc riéng cua chau gai gia, no tai dau dam quan tam.”

Ly Thw Bach liéc ¢6 r6i phi cwoi, song anh mat van lanh bang, chi c6 khée
miéng nhéch Ién, ntra cwdi nita khong: “Nhén nhac.”

Hoang Tt Ha map may moi toan tra diia, nhuwng lai nhé ra minh dang ding
dwéi mai hién nha ngudi, con phai tréng vao lwong bong y phat — tuy it 6i
dén dang thuong, huong ho c6 phai liéu mang mdéi bam duwgc vao ké nay,
sao nd dé bao cong sitc do song do bién?

Nghi thé, c6 danh cup mat xudng, ngodnh mat sang mot bén dap khé: “Pa
ta gia nhac nhéd, no tai rd ro6i... T6i va huynh ay da la qua kht, c6 1€ ca doi
nay ciing khong thé & bén nhau nita.”
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“Néu vu an cha me nguoi dwge lam sang té, han biét minh hiéu lam ngwoi
thi sao?” Y van lai.

Nghe thay cau nay, Hoang T Ha ngo ngan héi lau mdéi dap: “Dgi dén ngay
ady r0i noi.”

Ly Thu Bach chang néi chang rang, gio tay cam lay chiéc binh lwu ly, bing
nhe vao thanh binh. “Tinh” mot tiéng, con ca nhé giat ndy minh, hét ngoi
1én lai 1an xudng, cudng cuong gitra lan nwdc. Ly Thu Bach lanh lung nhin
nd, roi bat ngoén tay bay cai, tirc thi, con ca nho yén tinh han. Ly Thuw Bach
dat chiéc binh xuéng ban, dwa ngén tay bing vao thanh binh Ian nita, khién
né lai dugc mot phen hét hoadng.

Hoang Tt Ha kinh ngac nhin Ly Thw Bach, khong hiéu y dua bdn con ca
nhv vay la y gl.

Nhung Ly Thw Bach chang hé nhin ¢6, than nhién néi: “Trudc day ting cé
ké noi vdi ta, tri nhé cua ca chi bang bay cai bing tay, bat luan nguoi doi
tot hay khong t6t véi no, thi sau bay céi biing tay, né cling quén hét moi
chuyén nguoi lam.”

Hoang T Ha lang 1é doi anh mat ti* con ca nhé sang y, chi thay y van lanh
bang, chang t6 bat ctt thai do gi.

Anh mit y ditng & Hoang Tt Ha, ling 1& nhin c6 dim dim, giong lanh lung
ma cham rai: “Bai vay, du ta nudi mot con ca, thi cling co y nghia gi dau.
Ta doc long doc stte cho no thé nao, thi sau bay cai bing tay, né cling quén
bang. Khi quay dudi boi vé thé gigi rieng cua minh, n6é con chang buén
ngoai dau.”

Hoang Tw Ha nghi hodc nhin y, con dang mo ho thi y da doi mat di, hoi
sang chuyén khac: “Hom nay nguoi chay don chay dao ca ngay, co thu
hoach gi khong?”
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Hoang Tw Ha bi tw duy cta y xoay nhuw chong chéng, chang hiéu sao dang
néi chuyén nay y lai nhdy sang chuyén khac ngay, c nhw khong mudn c6
doan dugc y minh vay. Co6 than ra mot thoang, roi lan lwgt thuat lai nhitng
diéu mat thay tai nghe & phti cong chua, tiém nhang dén ho Li* va nha
Trwong Hang Anh, chi lvge bo cudc gdp gd gitta minh va Vi Tuyén.

Doi c6 ké hét, xe ngwa da dén cung Thai Curc.

Ly Thuw Bach dinh xudng xe cung c6, thidy c6 xach theo mot chiéc tii bén
héi: “Cai gi day?”

Hoang Tt Ha lién hé m& miéng tui, dé 16 ra chiéc dau bén trong.

Ly Thue Bach mac bénh sach sé nén chang buén gio tay ra s, chi li€c qua
r6i héi: “Nguwoi cling mac phai cdi thoi cia Chu Tw Tan, con dem thit nay
theo nguoi nita a?”

Co6 can than nhét cai dau trd vao tui roi thwa: “N6 tai dem dén cho Vuong
hoang hau. Hy vong hoang hau né chit tinh nay ma khoan dung cho no tai
phan nao.”

Ly Thuw Bach chau may: “Trinh Tuyét Sac dé u?”
Hoang Tw Ha gat dau.
Poi may y cang cau them: “Sao lai roi vao tay nguoi?”

“Mot 101 kho ké hét dugc... Du sao nd tai cling cdm thay nén dem vé giao
cho Vwong hoang hau thi hon.”

Ly Thu Bach chang bu6n héi thém, chi buéng mét cau: “Néu muén séng
thi ch@ dem vao.”

Hoang Ttw Ha chép mat ngac nhién nhin y.
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“Tinh tinh hoang hau, ban veong ré hon nguoi. Ta khong nghi Vuong
hoang hau sé cam kich nguoi vé viéc nay dau, trai lai, néu vi thé ma cham
dén vét thwong long cta hoang hau, c6 1€ nguwoi phai ném mui dau kho
ddy.” Noi roi, y xam xam buéc xuéng xe, “Khong tin ngwoi cit thir xem.”

Nhin theo béng y, Hoang Tt Ha chi biét cudi kho ndo, that chat miéng tai
lai, nhét vao hoc ta bén duwédi ghé ngoi, cling chinh la cho c6 trén lic xwa.

Ly Thw Bach dan c6 di vé phia cung Thai Cuc, 1énh cho dam thi vé di xa xa
dang sau, hai nguoi vira tha b vira ru ri tro chuyén.

Nghe c6 ké xong, Ly Thu Bach hoi ngay: “Néi vay thi hién gio ké tinh nghi
gom co6 hai cha con nha ho Li¥ va Treong Hang Anh?

“Con chua tra rd, nhung ranh ranh la nghi van vé ba nguwdi nay da 16 ra. Cé
diéu theo tha phap gay an thi L& Chi Nguyén da c6 chitng cit ngoai pham,
con Triwong Hang Anh va Tich Thady tuy lam chitng 1an cho nhau nhw vay
qua la khong 6n, nhung muon két luan rang ho giét Nguy Hy Man thi
khong da ching c6.”

“Chang phai Nguy Hy Man khong tin quy than u?”

“Thua phai, nguoi trong phu cong chua noi, mot la y xwa nay khong tin quy
than, hai 1a mac bénh dau dau, rat ghét nhitng choé dong diic 6n ao, ba la
dém triedc khi chét y da bién mat, t6i cam thay day rat c6 thé la manh moi
quan trong trong vu nay. B&i vay, budc tiép theo phdi diéu tra hanh tung
cta y trong cai dém trudc khi chét ay.”

“Um.” Ly Thuw Bach gat dau t6 vé tan dong.

Y dwa c6 dén tan ctra ndi cung. Troi da nga chiéu, rang hong ruc rd nhw
gam théu phu kin bau trdi phia trén cung Thai Cyc va thanh Trudng An, soi
ro dung mao hai ngudi, cling khién hai chiéc béng sau lung ho dé dai trén
dat, dan chéo vao nhau, mong lung huv do.
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Gitra vang sang lung linh m@ do dy, Ly Thw Bach hwéng mat vé phia dién
Lap Chinh dang truwéc, ra hiéu cho c6: “Vao di.”

Hoang Tt Ha gat dau, song di hai bwdc da ngoai lai hoi: “Vwong gia chua
t6i nha mon u?”

Anh mit troi tir sau lung 1y The Bach hit lai, y ding giita mot trdi may
rang nhw gdm, nhin c¢6 bang cdp mat trong veo: “Tich dwong xan lan, rang
chiéu 16ng lay, muon dirng chan xem thém mot Iic.”

Hoang Tt Ha bén hanh 1é véi y r6i quay nguai di, dwgec may budc thi
khong kim dugc, lai ngoai nhin.

Y van ditng do6 chap tay sau lwng ngam rang chiéu, nh mot ngon ndi ngoc
nguy nga sirng sitng phia sau c6, hé quay dau la trong thay.

Cung Thai Cyc cting nhan nhan rwedng c6t cham trd, cung khuyét tring
trung, nhung vé trang 1€ van khong bi kip cung Pai Minh. Cé diéu, tir sau
khi Vuwong hoang hau chuyén dén day, cac cung nhan dé y cham chit hon
han, dinh dai 1au gac va hoa c6 dugc quét tudc tia tot dau ra ddy, da khong
con vé diéu tan nhu Iic hoang hau méi t6i nita. Tuy chang thé vé vang nhuw
Xa, song ba tram nam dai dau muwa gi6 da khién toa cung dién nay toat 1én
mot vé ¢6 kinh ma u nha khéng gi sanh noi.

Qua nhién Vuong hoang hau tim c6 vi chuyén Quach thuc phi.

Trai bao bién 0, ba ta van r& rang nhan sac nghiéng nga ching sinh nhw
thé. Lic Hoang Tt Ha dén, Vuong hoang hau dang dirng gitta bong hoang
hén choi dua véi con anh vii dwdi hién. C6 dirng trwdc ctira, ngam nhin ba ta
tlr xa, chi thdy mai t6c den d6 dai nhv lua trén nén 4o trang mudt, toat 1én
phong thai siéu pham thoat tuc, hét mot bic tranh thuy mdc. Bing ¢ xa,
khong trong ro dwgc dung mao ba ta, vay ma Hoang Tt Ha van ngo ngan
tredc duong nét trac tuyét ay.
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Nguwoi nhve Vwong hoang hau, chac chan cé thé séng that sung swéng. Du
ngay thang tredc mat van mit mo vo vong, du dang ngoi trén chiéc thuyén
con chénh chao giita dai dwong trong dém t6i, dwong dau véi dong chay
ngam ngam ma dir doi, ba ta van c6 thé binh tinh than nhién séng that tot.

Chgt Treong Linh ghé tai ndi nhé gi do r6i Vuong hoang hau ngudce nhin,
trong thay Hoang Tt Ha, lién khodac 1én do choang mau ngan hanh, vin tay
Truong Linh men theo hanh lang khic khuyu, thong thé di vé phia co.

Hoang Ttw Ha quan sat Vwong hoang hau, thdy nét mat ba kha twoi tinh,
miéng mim cwdi, thoat nhin chang ai ngd ba ta da ba lam ba sau tudi, cang
khong hé c6 vé u oan ctia ngwoi dang ¢ lanh cung.

Vuong hoang hau khong dung lai trudc Hoang T Ha, chi ra y bao co theo
minh dén hau hoa vién tan bo.

Tuy hoang hon da buéng, nhung khong khi van nong ham hap. Bing duéi
boéng cay ma thay gi6 nong rat.

Cho tat ca nguwoi hau khéng cé nhiém vu lui ra sau, Vuong hoang hau ngoi
xuong lan can da duwdi bong cdy. Hoang Tt Ha vdi thwa: “Chic mirng
hoang hau dién ha!”

Vwong hoang hau liéc c6: “Chic mirng cai gi?”

“N0 tai thady nét mat hoang hau twoi tan, dung nhan rang rd, chac han
khong bao 1au nita c6 thé vé cung réi!”

Vuong hoang hau mim cudi: “Chang qua méi c6 chit manh mai thoi, van
phai nho nguoi giup mot tay.”

Thay hoang hau c6 vé da co du liéu, Hoang T Ha thong tay lang nghe.
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“Nghe ndi lan nay hoang thwgng chi dich danh nguoi diéu tra vu an ¢ phu
cong chua phai khong?”

“Thwa vang. Nhung dén gio van chwa c6 manh moi.”

“Duong cong cong da ra tay, ta khong tin c6 vu an nao nguoi khong pha
dwgc.” Vwong hoang hau nhoén cwdi nhin canh t vi budng ra, tho o tiép:
“Puong nhién, néu vu nay c6 thé khién hoang thwgng nhan rd bd mat that
ctia Quach thuc phi, hay vach tran ndi tinh giau kin bén trong, thi cang hay
hon nita.”

Nghe ba ta néi vay, Hoang T Ha khong dam dap ngay ma im lang ngam
nghi.

Vwong hoang hau dwa mat nhin c6: “Dwong cong cong thdy sao? Liéu vu
an nay c6 theo chiéu huwéng dé khong?”

“Gio vu an con chuwa sang to, no tai... thuc khong dam doan bwa.”

“Co gi ma khong dam doan cht? Néu nguoi thay kho xw, thi dé ban cung
chi cho.” Vwong hoang hau gio tay vit nhe nhanh t vi xuéng ngam nhin
roi no6i nhé, gan nhw 1am bam mot minh: “Tw sau khi cong chia ha gia,
Quaéch thuc phi thwong 1dy ¢6 dén tham con géi, nghe néi pho ma ciling
chang kiéng ky gi, tha stic tiéc tung vGi nhau....”

Hoang Ttw Ha khong ngd hoang hau lai cung cdp cho minh m6t manh moi
quan trong nhuwong dy, bat giac kinh ngac dén noi khong néi dugce 16i nao.

“Con nita, gan day chang phai Pong Xuwong cong chia dang nudi mot ga
trai w? Néu nguoi hitng tha thi thir diéu tra xem, biét dau cling thu hoach
dwoc gi do.”

Ga trai... Hoang Tw Ha biét, ngwdi ma Vuong hoang hau n6i han la Vii
Tuyeén.
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L.di don vé Vi Tuyén va Bong Xuwong cong chiia qua nhién da lan khap
kinh thanh, lot dén ca tai Vwong hoang hau.

Hoang T Ha im ldng cup mat xudng, thdy mau néng cudn 1én trong 16ng
nguc. Co gang gwong ran ra may tiéng li nhi: “N6 tai... sé lvu y.”

“Puwong nhién phai Iwu y, ban cung thdy ngwoi gidi nhat 1a béi 16ng tim vét
lan ra chan twéng kia ma?” Hoang hau vin canh hoa che mat, song khong
gidu dugc khoe moi khé cong 1én, “Hoang Tt Ha, gio Quach thuc phi
ngong cuodng dac y, chinh la thdi diém tot nhat dé ban cung quat khai, quay
vé cung Pai Minh. Té6i chitng nao vé duwgc gac Bong Lai, ban cung sé trong
thuwéng nguoi trede nhat.”

Hoang Tw Ha véi cti dau thwa: “N6 tai khong dam, no tai sé doc hét tam
sie.”

Dt 161, ¢6 ditng chap tay doi Vwong hoang hau can dan tiép.

Nhung Vwong hoang hau chi xua tay: “Lui xudng di, ban cung doi tin tot
lanh cua nguoi.”

Hoang Tt Ha thoang ngac nhién. Néu chi vi may cau nay, Vuong hoang
hau cé thé sai ngudi chuyén 161, can gi phai truyén goi c6 dén day?
Song Hoang T Ha chi dam nghi hodc trong long. C6 dap dau hanh 1é véi

Vuwong hoang hau roi quay nguoi di ra.

Trudc mat cd la bat ngan nhitng nhanh t vi budng rii dang né rd, chit rang
chiéu cudi cung con sét lai nhudm vang ca hoa vién.

Vira ngang lén, co da thay xa xa trén dai cao, giita nhitng ctta son song
ngoc, mot nam nhan ao tim dang ditng sau 0 ctra s6, d6i mat sac sao nhw
chim wng nhin dan vao minh.
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Du ditng cach rat xa, khong trong ré mat ké do, song c6 van cam nhan dugc
anh mat y dang sam soi tirng tac da thit trén minh, tir trdn c6 nhin xuéng
séng mili, xuéng cim, roi xuéng c6. Anh mét 4y con sic hon dao, nhon hon
kim, cdm giac ron ron nhw bi ran doc nhin chong choc khién c6 lanh budt
song lung, gitta ngay hé néng nyc ma sdn ca gai oc.

Thay c6 cing ngudi lai, ké kia bat cwoi. Khoang cach qua xa nén c6 khong
trong ro dugc, chi thady nu cwdi nhw c6 nhw khong. Y dat tay 1én chiéc chau
lwu ly trong su6t bén canh, bay gio Hoang Tt Ha mdi nhan ra, canh y bay
mot chau lwu ly tron duwong kinh dén mot thudc, bén trong thad may con ca,
den c6 trang co6, nhung nhiéu nhat la ca dé.

Nhin ngudi d6 va bay ca, Hoang Tt Ha chi thay nghet thé vi ap luc. Co voi
quay nguwoi rao budc, di nhw chay khoi hoa vién nho canh dién Lap Chinh.

Vi di qua nhanh nén c6 khong kip tréng thay, chang bao lau sau, Vwong
hoang hau da xuat hién bén canh nam nhan kia.

Vwong hoang hau ding bén y, cung nhin theo Hoang Tt Ha cam cti di ra,
néi khé: “b6 1a Hoang T Ha, cling chinh la Dwong Sting C6 bén canh Quy
vuong.”

“0.” Y hoi hot dap, méit van khong rdi c6. Co di that nhanh nhw dang chay
tron vay.

“A c6 gip ich duoc gi cho chiing ta khong?” Vwong hoang hau lai hoi.

Y cwoi cuoi, bay gio méi lén tiéng. Giong y hoi cao, song ngit diéu lai tram
thap, ct kéo dai ra khién ngwoi ta thady mau thuan ngot ngat kinh khiing:
“Nwong nwong voi gi chit? Bgi khi nao ngudi quay vé cung Pai Minh,
chang phai sé biét hay sao?”

Vwong hoang hau nhuéng may: “Liéu a c6 thanh cong khong?”
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“Du a khong thanh cong hay khong thi nirong nirong van c6 ta, con a c6
Quy vwong, chirng dy nguwdi ma con khong bao vé duwge nwong nwong hoi
cung, thi con ai lam néi nita?”

Vuwong hoang hdu mim méi, bd moi von twoi tham nhw hoa dao, nay lai do
rie thém vi mirng rd, khién hoang hau cang 16ng lay, khong thé nhin thang.

Song ké kia chang bu6n liéc hoang hau ntra mat, chi cdi dau quan sat may
con cé trong chau, lam bam: “Um... hinh nhw I c4 déi r6i.”

Poan y dwa ngon tré 1én miéng can manh, mau twoi tire thi tifa ra. Y nhing
ngon tay vao chau, mau vira loang ra, bay ca bén trong so6i suc han 1én, xim
lai quanh ban tay y, tranh nhau liém lap vét thuwong.

Vwong hoang hau ding bén canh tho o quan sat.

Bay ca xtiim lai quanh ngén tay thon dai trang muo6t ctia y, mau mau doé twoi
hoda cting sac do ryc trén minh c4, thoat nhin nhw nhitng vét mau loang.

Hoang hau bong thay ngudi hoi khé &, bén quay mat di, déi mat nhin theo
bong Hoang Tt Ha xa xa.

Hoang Tw Ha van b6 d6 hoan quan dé ruc, rao budc di dén cudi day twong

bao. Trgi sam sam toi, béng c6 nhw mot chdm son nhé vao nghién muc,
nhay mat da tan bién khong con dau vét.

9

Tung tich hoa duong

C6 Iic Hoang T Ha phuc Ly Thw Bach sat dat.
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Chuyén khac khong ban, chi riéng chuyén mot ngudi cé thé quan tat ca moi
viéc, lo lang cho khap cac nha mén, giao thiép vGi hét thdy sit giad ngoai
bang, chang phai la ky tich r6i w.

Co0 vira cam khai vira khoanh chan trong bd Ho can hat dwa, tay cam ho so
lay tir Pai Ly Ty, ngam nghi vé vu an, tién thé phu Ly Thw Bach x ly cac
loai an kién.

“Vwong tri su, trong chu giai vé luat 16 hom trwdc 6ng soan ra, trang ba
muoi bady c6 mot cho sai ngay thang, trang mwoi sau va trang nam muoi tw
bi sai tén nguwdi, 6ng doi chiéu lai 1an nita di. T tri s, ong dem ghi chép
vé qua trinh thang chitc ctia Twéng Vi Huc lai day cho ta, & trén gia thi
muoi hai gian thit tw day dau tién caa khu lwu trit dy, budi chau sém mai
hoang thwong muon dé bat 6ng ta, dén lic d6 nhd trinh 1én hoang thwong
ngyu lam. Truwong tri sy, mai 6ng bao cho Trinh thi lang phdi bac viéc diéu
St Thtra Diéu dén Van Chau lam thi¢ st, vi chid rudt 6ng ta nam xua tirng
pham t6i & Van Chau, theo 1€ can phai kiéng ky, Lwong Binh Phuwong ba
nam treédc nham chie thit sit Dién Chau, gio sap man tang, c6 thé thay
thé...”

Nghe y can dan nguwoi duwdi, Hoang Tt Ha khong can noéi hat dwa nita, c
miét mai mot hat trong tay tham nht, véi tri nhé thé nay, c6 phéi y con nhg
ca so 14 trén tan cay trudc song ctra sO tir mot budi sang mwdi nam trudc
hay khong?

Chang bao 1au sau, Ly Thw Bach da giai quyét xong cong viéc & bo HS, ben
dat ¢6 dén bo Cong. Y sap di Thuc, ma hién gio' cdc nha mon déu chong
chét ca dong cong viéc doi y xtt ly, khong xong chi e kho roi khoi kinh
thanh.

Ngudi ¢ b Cong vira nhac thay Ly Thw Bach da mirng nhw bat dwgc vang,
duwng noi la thuegng the b Cong Ly Dung Hoa binh thuong chi lam viéc
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ntra ngay ciing c6 ngoi chd Quy vuong dén toi, ngay tén dat ngwa cling
mung ra mat.

Thoat trong thay ca dong so sach, bén trén toan chit do(*), Hoang T Ha
hiéu ngay noi kho ctia ho - gap phai mot vi hoang dé thich xay hanh cung
nhw duong kim hoang thwong, qua la bat hanh 16n cho bo Cong.

(*) Y néi 1a bdi chi

Moi lan ké khai mot khoan, Ly Dung Hoa lai kho s& phan tran: “Nam ngoai
Pong Xwong cong chida ha gia, riéng tién xay phu cong chia da doc can ca
quoc kho. Bau nam nay lai xay cung Kién Bat, dén gio dinh dai lau gac van
con chuwa xong hét, thwe chang biét 1ay tién dau dé hoan thién. Ma bay gio
bd ty chitc 1am vao tinh thé khong thé khong bo tién ra, hom tredc mwa 16n,
may phuwong phia Nam thanh nam & khu vue triing thdp da ngap nang, cong
thoat nwdc khong thoat dwgc, cho ngap nang nhat sau hon truegng! Vwong
gia cling biét ma, dap cong ndi con dd, dao cong ngam chi phi thé nao khé
do dém, dam thg do6 dao 16n tung bay duwéi dat mot chap, ngudi coi quan
chi ditng trén quan sat, nhin bén ngoai ngon nghé la két toan, thiwc ra bén
dwéi thé nao ai biét? Cong ranh may thang trudc vira thong, gic da tac
nghén, hém qua Luc tri sy dwdi quyén ty chitc con bi ngad xudng nudc chét
du6i! Gio trong thanh dang ban tan xon xao, néi rang bo Cong tu lam tu
chiu, ding la ép ca bo nay vao duong cung ma!”

Ly Thu Bach chau may don 1ay dong so sach, im lang ng6i xuong lat xem.

Nguoi bo Cong ai nay tat bat bung tra rét nwdc cho y nhw hau ha citu tinh,
khién tiéu hoan quan that sy la Hoang T Ha thanh ra ranh roi, bén rit cay
tram trén dau xudng vach vé lai tinh tiét vu & chua Tién Phiic, dong thoi
suy doan tinh hinh lic ay.

Khi cay nén bi sét danh n6 tung, nghi pham thi¢ nhat 1a L& Chi Nguyén
dang & nha, c6 thay thudc va nhiéu lang giéng lam chitng, vé co ban c6 thé
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coi la c6 chitng ¢t ngoai pham. Trw phi tim ra tha doan giét hai Nguy Hy
Man tlr xa cua lao ta.

Nghi pham thit hai la Trvong Hang Anh. Khi Nguy Hy Man bén Iita ciing
la lac Treong Hang Anh lai gan cay nén nhat mii cho Tich Thay. C6 khi
nao vi bao thu cho Tich Thiy ma Trwong Hang Anh da day do cay nén,
thiéu chét Nguy Hy Man hay khong?

Nghi pham thit ba, Li* Tich Thiy. Nguy Hy Man ding gan cay nén, tat
khong xa Tich Thuay. Nha c6 ta c6 nghé lam nén nhiéu nam, cé 1€ c6 cach
nao do6 lam cho cay nén bén canh phat né trong nhay mat?

Hoang Tt Ha ngam nghi, r6i vach ra kha nang tht tw la Trieong Hang Anh
va Lt Tich Thuy lién két v&i nhau giét Nguy Hy Man tai chua Tién Phic.

Chan chtr giay 1at, ¢6 bd sung thém kha nang thit nam, Lit Chi Nguyén va
Lit Tich Thay phoi hgp vdi nhau dién kich lira ngwoi, giét chét Nguy Hy
Man.

Nhwng r6i nhin lai kha nang vira viét, co thd dai, cham rai x6a di.
Thanh ra cac kha nang hién gio, mdi c6 bon.

Co lai rit tw liéu diéu tra ctia Pai Ly Ty ma Ly Thw Bach dwa, doi chiéu
lan lwgt ting nguwoi trong danh sach.

Day la ban liét ké tat ca nhitng ké lién quan c6 mat hodc khong c6 mat vao
hém pho ma bi thwong, bao gom ca dam nai ngwa & Téa Kim Ng6 Vé va
nhitng nguwdi phu trach coi séc san kich ctc, theo yéu cau cia Hoang Tw
Ha, trong ho so con ké khai rd viéc nhitng nguwdi nay da tirng tiép xuc vaoi
pho ma hay chua.

Song doc nhitng dong “chwa tirng gap pho ma”, “ti'ng gap 6 nha mon mot
lan”, “ttrng cho ngwa cia pho ma an c6”, Hoang T Ha chi biét chong tran
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thé dai, thdy dau da phinh to bang cai dau.
“Sao thé? Xem b0 con rau ri hon ca ta?”
Sau lung vang 1én mét giong lanh 1€o o ho, han 1a Ly Thw Bach.

Co ngan ngam dap: “Néu no tai dugc nhw gia, nam ro tat ca ngwoi trong
kinh nhw long ban tay c6 phai t6t khong.”

“Ta dau nam ro dugce. Kinh thanh cd tram van nguwoi, du lang thang suot
ngay trén pho, ta cling khong gap hét chirng dy. Huong ho chang ai that sy
hiéu dwgc ngwoi khac dau, dau sém chiéu bén nhau, cling khong thé.”

Poan y cam lay tap gidy twr tay co, lat xem.

Ly Thu Bach doc rat nhanh, mét lan doc lwét ca mwoi hang, roi tra lai, trd
mot cdi tén trén gidy: “Ngudi co thé tra ky ké nay.”

Hoang Tw Ha cui dau nhin, 1a m6t nam nhan tén Tién Quan Sach, bon mwoi
hai tudi, 6ng cha tiém ngwa Tién Ky, con ngwa den bi long mong tir day ma
ra.

Khi bi Pai Ly Tw hoi, han da tra 16i thé nay:

Con ngwa nay dén tir Trieong Dich, thang Tw nam ngodi mua & cho ngua
Hodc gia vé. Thang Sau dén kinh thanh, cham s6c hai thang, dau thang
Chin dwa téi Ta Kim Ngb Vé. Vi béo tot khde khoan, lai dwgce huan luyén
ky cang nén ting dugc Vuong do uy khen nggi. Con viéc long mong la do
moéng ngwa c6 van dé, khong lién quan gi dén bay ngwa han dwa dén.

Lai hoi han cé qua lai gi véi pho ma khong, han qua quyét phu nhan, néi
rang minh chwa dugc han hanh gap mat pho ma.

Hoang T Ha ngac nhién héi: “Y vuong gia 13, viéc phd ma gip tai nan c6
lién quan dén lai lich con ngwa kia u?”
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“Khong, y ta chi 1a...” Y tré vao cau sau, “Ong chu Tién thuc ra da gip pho
ma mot 1an.”

Hoang Tt Ha vdi héi: “Sao gia biét?”

“Khi bay ngwa d6 duoc dwa dén, Vwrong Uan c6 moi ta cung ngwoi ctia bo
Binh tGi thit. Bay gio pho ma Vi Bao Hoanh ciing c6 mat. Ta dang thit ngwa
thi nghe Vi Bdo Hoanh phan nan rang ngudi ¢ bién tai phat am khong
chuan, ngya tir d6 dwa dén ciing phai nira nam mo6t nam md&i nghe quen
khau 1énh kinh thanh. Nguoi xung quanh nghe vay déu cuwdi 0 1én, chi duy
ga dan 6ng béo lun dan theo may tay day nguwa la c6 vé tram tw. Khong lau
sau ta nghe trong kinh don rang, cac thay day ngua & tiém xe ngwa Tién Ky
dang tap ndi tiéng quan thoai, kho khong ké xiét, c6 may ké con dirng giita
dwong chtri ong cha Tién la tén lun chét tiét, nén ta nghi, Tién Quan Sach at
la ngwdi hom dé.”

Hoang T Ha gat dau: “Theo ghi chép ctia Pai Ly Ty thi nhitng nguwdi khac
ngay viéc cho nguwa cua pho ma an ciing phai ke khai, vay ma ong ta lai
giau giém chuyén nay, han la c6 nguyén do khac.”

Thay c6 da chu y hon, Ly Thw Bach ciling chang néi thém, quay lai ra hiéu
cho ngudi & bo Cong don dong so sach di: “Ta tam thoi giam b6t may
khoan chi, gom dugc hon hai van nam ngan lang bac, cling du tu stra lai
toan bd dwong thoat nwéc trong thanh Truong An day.”

Thugng the Ly Dung Hoa cuoi guong: “Pa ta Vuong gia, nhung... nam
nay at nhiéu muwa, ty chitc sg lan nay bo tién khoi thong cong ranh xong,
mady bira nita lai c6 muwa 16n, r6i cho nao do lai tac nghén, dén lic dé vuong
gia xoay giup chung ty chitc mot khoan nita dugc khong?”

“Stra mot lan la dwoc roi, ban vieong bao ddm nam nay Trwong An sé
khong tac nita dau.” Poan y quay lai ra y bdo Hoang Ttr Ha theo minh vé
phu, “Sang mai ngwoi tap trung tho thuyén va doc cong lai day, ban vueong
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sé ban bo diéu 1énh mdi, dé ching khéi cham tré doi tra, bon rit vat liéu
nira.”

Hoang Tt Ha theo Ly Thu Bach vé phu.

Xe ngua chay duong ém ru. Ly Thw Bach thuan miéng hoi: “Vira nay
khong tién hoi han, hom nay Vwong hoang hau c6 lam kho gi nguoi
khong?”

Hoang Tw Ha nhan mat dap: “Di nhién la c6. Nuwong nwong bat mot tiéu
hoan quan nhuw t6i gitp ba ay quay lai gac Bong Lai cung Dai Minh.”

Y té vé ho hitng: “Ba ta thong qua ngwoi chuyén 16i dén ta day thoi, nguoi
khong can dé tam.”

“Vang... ngoai ra cling khong co6 gi nira ca.”
“Cho truyén goi nguoi dén, chi dé chuyén 16i thé thoi u?”
Hoang T Ha gat dau.

Ly Thu Bach nhiu may. Nhung y khong néi ra, o cling khong thé héi, chi
v6 thitc nhin lwét qua song. Cac phuong trong thanh Trueong An lan lugt
troi qua ctra, c6 phuong twong bao rat cao, c6 phwong twong lai rat thap,
cho thap nhat chwa dén niva nguoi.

Bai thé, khi ngang qua phuong Pai Ninh, ¢6 thodng nhac thay hai nguoi.

N tt no dirng phia trong twong bao chi cao ngang lung phuwong Pai Ninh,
guwong mat nhin nghiéng 16 mo dwdi béng t6i nhap nhoang, song co vira
nhac thdy da dirng bat day, chang kip goi A Vién dirng xe da nhay ngay
xuong.

May ma dang di trén pho nén xe ngua chay twr tir. Co lai rat nhanh nhen,
nhay xudng xong chi hoi loang choang da ding vitng duwgc ngay.
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Ly Thu Bach nhin tir ctta so ra, thady c6 ditng vitng, bén ra hiéu cho Canh
Duc ndy gid van di theo canh xe.

Xe ngua ngoat vao goc duong roi tw tir dirng lai, dgi Hoang T Ha.

Hoang Ttw Ha khom ngudi ap sat vao twong, rén rén lai gan hai ngudi kia,
nin lang nghe ngong.

Nam nhan no quay lung vé phia twong, giong néi 6n hoa thuan hau: “Tich
Thiy ¢6 nwong chang bu6én che mat, mot minh chay dén day, dinh lam gi
Vay?”

Ngudi con gai khién Hoang Tt Ha chi thoang nhac thay trong bong xé
nhap nhoang da phdi nhay ngay xudng xe, chinh la Tich Thuy.

Con ké doi dién nang c6 giong néi rat quen, nhung hién gio Hoang Tt Ha
khong c6 thoi gian suy doan, chi nin thé nghe ngong.

Tich Thiy luéng cudng ditng do, giong toat 1én vé cang thang cuc do:
“Tim... tim toi lam g1?”

Nguoi no im lang nhin nang, héi lau méi mé miéng, song chang tra 16i ma
chi héi: “Co dinh giét Ton ghé chi gi? Co khong doi mii c6 mang che bai
khong dinh vé nita phai khong?”

Tich Thuy bat dong, do ra tredc mat y, khong néi mot 10i.

“Ké vira roi khéi — Trwong Hang Anh, dén day ciing vi muc dich géng co,
dung khong?” Néi dén day, y bat cwoi khé: “Ton ghé dwdi dat cling nén 14y
lam vinh hanh vi trong mét ngay cé bay nhiéu ngudi cung kéo tGi day dé
giét han, han ty dung lai thanh mén d6 ngwdi ta phai tranh gianh, ding la
nuwe cwoi.”
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Troi téi han, gwong mat va béng dang Tich Thiy da tan nhoa vao man dém.
Trong dong cong thanh dang diém tirng tiéng nhu giuc gia, sap dén gio gidi
nghiém.

Tich Thuy gio tay nam lay vat 4o triéc nguc, run ray dap: “Toi... t6i
khong hiéu ngai n6i gi ca... To6i phai di day.”

“C0 sg gi chit? Nguoi c6 cam han nhat da chét trong nha lao kin bung nhw
y c0, chang lé c6 con khong vui?”

Tich Thay khong néi gi thém, quay ngoat ngudi di thang ra cong phwong
gan do.

“Poi da...” Nguoi kia goi vdi theo, giong nhe nhang, chi may bwdc da dudi
kip.

Tich Thuy kinh hai ngodnh dau, bat giac lui lai mét buéc.

Song nguoi kia lai ng6i thup xuéng trwedc mat, gio tay phui vét bui dat trén
quan cho nang: “Co khong dé y gi ca. Pirng dé ban quan van hon.”

Tich Thuy vo6 thitc kéo vat quan lui lai, h6t hodng: “T6i... toi ty lo duwgc

ma.”
Hinh nhw nang rat s¢ ngudi no, lui lai may buwéc roi quay phat ngudi chay
thang qua cong phuong.

Nam nhan kia ding lén nhin theo bong nang tan vao man dem, lang thinh
h6i 1au méi lén tiéng, nhw ty n6i vGi minh: “Ngudi chét cling chét r6i, tim
dau duogc ké twong tw, chang phai thé u?”

Hoang Tw Ha ngoi dwéi chan twong, nghe thay tiéng buwéc chan y cham

cham di vé huwéng khac. Cé duwong ngoi thir ra day thi nghe sau lung cé
tiéng hoi: “Chwa di a?”
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Nhan ra giong Ly Thw Bach, Hoang Tw Ha quay lai thi thady dwong duong
Quy Vuong ciling ng6i 1é dudi goc twong nghe 1én nhw minh, khéng khoi
giat ndy minh, lap bap: “Vuong... veong gia!”

Y khong dap ma lang lang di thang vé phia c6 xe ngwa dau trong hém.
Hoang Tt Ha theo sau hoi nho: “Vwong gia nhan ra nguoi kia khong?”
“L.é nao nguwoi khong nhan ra?” Y van lai

Hoang T Ha gat dau, mot lac 1au sau m@i n6i: “Cong chda... dep hon
Tich Thuy nhiéu.”

Ly Thu Bach mim cudi, khéng mudn néi tdi chuyén dé, bén doi chu de:
“Theo 10i ho no6i thi c6 vé Ton ghé da chét roi.”

“Vang, no tai sé di nghe ngong ngay.” Dit 16, Hoang T Ha dinh chay vé
Pai Ly Ty hoi tham.

Nao ngo Ly Thw Bach goi giat co lai: “Duwong Sung Co6.”
Co ngac nhién ngoai dau nhin y.

“V0i gi ch??” Ly Thw Bach nhiu may, “Viéc 16n bang trdi cling an com da
r6i néi. Huong ho, cé ké sap dén bay gio day.”

Hoang Tw Ha ciing thdy ca ngay chay qua chay lai vira mét vira doi, danh
nin ldng theo y 1én xe.

Vé dén phu Quy Vwong, troi da t6i den.
Ly Thu Bach vira buéc xuong, Canh Hitu da chay ra don.

Ly Thu Bach vitra di thang vao trong, vira can dan: “Chuan bi cho ta hai cai
khoa sat that to, cang to cang dang sg cang tot.”
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Canh Hitu vang da r6i lui xuéng chuan bi, cling khong hoi dung dé lam gi.

Hoang T Ha thoang nghi da hiéu ra cach lam cua y, khong khéi chac ludi:
“Vuong gia, thé nay c6 ac qua khong...”

“Luc ching luwdi biéng trém cap, c6é nghi minh ac qua khéng?” Ly Thw
Bach liéc c6, “Chirng nao cong ranh tac nghén lam ngwdoi ta chét dudi,
ching méi hiéu dugc day la viéc 16n chét nguwdi, khong phai cit cam tién réi
lam qua quyt cho xong dwgc.”

Hoang Tw Ha gat dau tham nghi, vi vieong gia ghé gém nay da dé mat, e
rang t* mai viéc coi quan duong thoat nwdc trong kinh thanh dang tir miéng
thit béo sé trd thanh khic xwong khoé nhan.

Dinh cao lui thi Ly Thw Bach quay lai liéc mot cai sac 1ém, c6 danh ngoan
ngoan theo y di tiép — tuy 6ng chu nay kho hau ha, song cung an com thi co
rdt san long, du sao gid c6 cling d6i meo roi.

Tiéc rang bita com nay ciling khong dwgc yén 6n ma an, c6 mdi va dwgc
may miéng thi thady Canh Hitu chay vao. Qua nhién, tay y dang cam hai 6
khoa to twéng, den si, nang trich, nhin ma phat khiép.

Y dang khéa 1én cho Ly Thw Bach xem qua, roi quay sang bao Hoang Tt

Ha: “Sung Co, tiéu cong ti nha Chu thi lang dén tim cau, dang dgi ¢ cong

»

day.

“Chu Tw Tan u?” Hoang Tt Ha va Ly Thu Bach nhin nhau, déu thay trong
mat nguwoi kia mot cau: qua nhién dén roi.

Y vay tay: “Bao Tt Tan vao day di, xem c6 chuyén gi.”

“Puwong nhién la c6 chuyén 16n r6i!”
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Chu T Tan mac 4o dai mau hong phan, that lung xanh biéc, dau doi mii
mau vang m& ga, phoi mau that ryc r& chdi mat.

Ga von hay khoe mé, Ian nay lai cang khoa truong tgn, thai do trong giong
cO m@ thé nay, cé thé miéu ta bang mét cau: chi sg thién ha khong loan.

“Vwong gia, Sung Co! Chiéu nay t6i da ¢ Pai Ly Ty xem xét 10i khai cuaa
nhitng nguwoi co lien quan tdi vu tai nan cua pho ma, cong cong xem qua
chua?”

Hoang Tw Ha gat dau: “Pai Ly Tu cling sao lai mot ban cho t6i.”

“Um, con ta ngdi xem trong Pai Ly Tu. Pén hoang hon, cong cong biét
ddy, ngudi ctia Pai Ly Ty ai ndy déu ky quai, phong 6c u am, nén ta xem
hai lwgt chang tim dwoc gi cé ich, dang dinh ra vé. Ping lic ay thi, cong
cong thir doan xem, ta nghe bén ngoai nhén nhao ca 1én, néi la c6 ngudi
chét!”

“Ai chét?” Giira hang trang 10i thira thai ba hoa cua ga, Hoang Tt Ha van
mac ra cau néi c6 nghia duy nhat, lién hoi.

“Pung la khong sao ngo dugc, ding la troi long dat 16, ding la khién ta
tron mat ha miéng, khong dam tin vao tai minh ma.”

Ly Thu Bach nghe mai cling hét ca kién nhan, nhiu may nat: “Ké van tat!”
“Ton ghé chét r6i!” Chu Tw Tan titc thi thay doi phong cach.

Qua nhién Ton ghé, tén suc sinh nhan luc Tich Thay hon mé gig tro khong
bang cam thu, da chét.

Hoang T Ha nghién ngam 16i pho ma tirng néi, lai héi: “Hung thu la ai?”
“Nao biét! Manh mdi hién gio... c6 thé noéi la chwa cé gi!” Noi dén dé, Chu

T® Tan md&i nhan ra minh chay mot mach dén day da khat kho co, voi chup
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lay am tra trén ban tu tng vc.

Hoang Tw Ha va Ly Thu Bach bat lyc nhin nhau, déu ¢6 nin nhin, ngo6i yén
¢ hai bén ban dogi ga ké tiép.

Chu T Tan tu hét m tra mdi quet miéng no6i: “Khong 6n, chuyén nay toi
khong thé van tat dwgc, nhat dinh phai ké tir dau.”

“Thi ké mau di.” Hoang Tw Ha ciing hét cach.

“Pau dudi cau chuyén la thé nay, cac vi dirng trach téi huyén thuyén,
chuyén nay khong ké k§ khong dugc, néu khong cac vi lam sao hiéu dugc
ai la ai. Chuyén la trong kinh c6 tiém ngwa Tién Ky, lam an 16n lam, 6ng
chu tén Tién Quan Sach, cé 1é cac vi khong biét dau...”

Hoang Tt Ha va Ly Thu Bach im lang nhin nhau, cu6i cing Hoang T Ha
1én tiéng, giong diéu la lung ma phitc tap: “Biét r6i, da tirng nghe tén.”

Chu T Tan van khong phat hién ra, tiép tuc ké: “Cac vi biét roi thi tot.
Tién Quan Sach la tay budn ngwa ndi tiéng nhat Truong An, rat nhiéu ngya
cta quan phu déu do han tim gitp. To6i cling titng gidp mat mot lan, han véc
nguoi béo lun, lic nao cling twoi cwdi niém nd, qua la hoa khi sinh tai. Tw
nam ngodi, han ma& rong kinh doanh, 16i kéo mot toan thg moc, tho né,
tham chi ngwoi ctia bd Cong phu trach khoi théng cong ranh ciing c6 dam
ké an 16c cua han, gio nhitng viéc nhu tu sira phong 6c, dao ho dap dé trong
kinh déu phai tim dén han. Ai da, han con hung hon néi, trong bon viéc an
mac di ¢ thi nwong t* & nha quan hai khoan dau, con han quan hai khoan
sau, vay chang phai...”

Hoang Tt Ha nghe mai ciing phat ngéan, voi cat 10i: “Tw Tan, cong t ké tw
vu an mang kia dwgc khong?”

“Thoéi dugce.” Chu T Tan tiu nghiu, “Chiéu nay, lic sap hoang hon, Tién
Quan Séach cung mot tay thu ha lam cai thau ng6i uéng rugu & chg Tay,
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uong say han lién chtti bdi tay cai thau kia. Nguyén nhan la gi, ngwdi quanh
d6 déu nghe rd mon mot, thi ra Ton ghé von da bi ngudi trong phuwong chiri
raa, sau khi Nguy Hy Man bi sét danh chét, han s¢g minh ciing gap bao tng
nén ca ngay nhét minh trong nha, khong dam ra ngoai. C6 diéu nha lup xup
rach nat, han sg¢ c6 ké pha ctra x6ng vao hai minh, nén di tim tay cai thau
kia nho stra nha roi ghi ng. Chang hiéu sao tay cai thau cling goi may nguoi
stfa sang lai ctra néo cho han, mat mot budi chiéu. Tién Quan Sach dang
udng ruou, nghe dugce chuyén dé thi noi tran 16i dinh, mang rang tén khon
nan nguwoi nguwdi chiti ria nhw thé, lai nghéo dén noi sira nha ciing phai stra
chiu, tay cai thau diang la bi bun 1ap 6c md&i nhan 16i. Han chti b6i mot tran
tan té, roi muwgn hoi rigu 16i tay cai thau dén nha Ton ghé, ludn miéng noéi
du phai d& nha ho Ton, cling quyét doi bang dwgc khoan tién kia.”

Hoang Tt Ha rat vira y vGi doan tran thuat nay, gat dau hoi: “Tién Quan
Sach tim thdy T6n ghé r6i d6i bén xung dot u?”

“Khong! Bay gio ngudi trong quan rugu thay c6 chuyén nao nhiét, ben
rong ran theo han dén nha Ton ghé. Nghe ndi ctta néo nha d6 dugc stra lai
chdc chén lam, cira chinh gia c6, cira s6 ciing gia co, dung van go day nita
tac, dong im im, chang khac nao cai thung sat. Tién Quan Sach vira dap ctra
vira réo tén Ton gheé ra chtti, song bén trong van im lim. C6 ké ddi cho han
mot cdy riu, Tién Quan Sach san hoi rigu bén vung riu chém vao canh ctra,
moi nguwaoi s¢ han xach riu xong vao chém ca Ton ghé, beén giat 14y riu tra
lai cho chti, cong cong doan xem la ké nao dui riu cho Tién Quan Sach?”

Hoang Tt Ha lac dau, Chu T Tan quay sang thdy Ly Thu Bach cling doan
khong ra, bén dac y ké: “Nguwoi nay c6 mat & do ké cling la, ma cling khong
la, chinh la lao L&t Chi Nguyeén do!”

Hoang T Ha ngac nhién: “Sao lao ta lai ¢ do?”
“Nguoi trong kinh stra sang nha ctra, chang phai thwong gan gia nén 1én

twong u? Lit Chi Nguyén van hgp tac vdi tay cai thau nhan gan gia nén cho
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cac nha. Quan roegu ma Tién Quan Sach ng6i ¢ chg Tay ngay canh tiém
nhang dén, nghe ho Tién n6i mudn tim Ton ghé doi ng, Lt Chi Nguyén
cling gao lén bao T6n ghé da hita dén tién cho minh ma chwa dwa du, gio
sao lai c6 tién stra sang nha ctra. Lao dung dung xach cay riu nhé van dung
chat sap nén, di theo Tién Quan Sach doi tién.”

Hoang T Ha da chang con 10i nao dé binh luan vé lao gia nay nita, chi héi:
“Sau do6 ca dam ngudi ay chat Tén ghé ra a?”

“Khong! Tén ghé chét r6i!” Chu Tt Tan kich dong dam xudng mat ban,
manh dén noi lam ndy ca am tra 1én. “Ho dap tung ctra ra, thdy Ton ghé
nam trén cai givong nat gitta nha, da chét cieng. Troi thi néng, phong lai
dong kin, bén trong bat dau thoang thoang mui thoi.”

Hoang T Ha cau may: “Tinh hinh ltic ay thé nao?”

“Bay gio ngudi xung quanh ngi mui thoi, da thay khong on, chi minh Tién
Quan Sach dang say khudt xong tdi tom lay 4o Tén ghé xach 1én dinh tan
cho mot tran. Lt Chi Nguyén dang sau voi chay theo gitt ho Tién lai, song
thi thé Ton ghé da bi kéo ra dén mép giwong, Tién Quan Sach bi ldo Lir git
chat, hoi long tay ra, ci xac lién roi bich xudng dat, da chét ciing do. L
Chi Nguyén ng6i thup xudng lat cai xac lai xem, titc thi sg dén hon xiéu
phach lac, voi kéo Tién Quan Sach lui lai, Tién Quan Sach thay khuén mat
méo mo cua thi thé cling s dén noi giat lui may bwdc. Ca hai nga ngtra ra
dat, chgi v6i mai khong bo day dugc. May ngwoi bén canh ké thi chay lai
do day, ké thi di bao quan, r6i di goi ly chinh(*). Khi dén tai Pai Ly Ty thi
troi da sap toi. Ta vira nghe néi Tén ghé chét, bén titc téc chay dén nghiém
thi r6i dén day tim c6ng cong.”

(*) Nguoi ditng dau mot phuong hodac mat thon.

“Ton ghé lam sao ma chét?” Hoang T Ha héi.
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“Bi dam chét! Vét thwong nong ma nho, han la mot thanh chay tha vira nho
vlra sac, rong chirng tdc rudi, hon nita sitc hung thu rat yéu, vét thuong
khong sau, chac hung thu cling biét minh sitc yéu nén da tam thu6c doc vao
lwGi dao, chi dam hai nhat da bo chay. Hién treong khong cé hung khi dé
lai, chac hung tht dem theo r6i.”

“Co dau vét vat 16n khong?”
“Khong c6, chac han hung thu thtra ltic Tén ghé nga mdi xudng tay.”
“Vét thwong ¢ dau?”

“Bay gio Ton ghé nam nghiéng, quay lung vao twong, mat huéng ra cira,
thi thé van gilr nguyén tw thé ngt ty nhién. C6 diéu toan than da boc mui,
lic nghiém thi ta cling buén nén gan chét.” Chu T Tan vira n6i vira huo
tay minh hoa trén nguwdi minh, “Bi thwong hai cho, mot & dwdi xwong quai
xanh bén vai trai, mot & eo phia bén phai ron, vét thwong déu chéo xudng
dwéi, ro rang la hung tha ngoi trén givong dam Ton ghé trong ltc ngu.”

“DAu vét gidy giua thi sao?”
“Khong c6.”
“That khong binh thuong.” Ly Thu Bach lanh lung budng mot cau.

Hoang T Ha gat dau: “Pung la khong binh thwong. Khong dam vao cho
hiém, vét dam lai khong sau, it nhat nan nhan ciing phai gidy giua phan
khang chi.”

Chu T Tan am @c nhin hai ngudi: “Chu mo khong biét nita, lic nghiém thi
thi thi thé da nam dwéi dat ro6i. Nhung theo nhitng ngwdi phé ctra xong vao
thi qua ding T6n ghé nam trén giwvong vai tu thé dy, khong hé dong day,
nhin nhw ngu vay.”
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Hoang T Ha nhiu may, gat b6 nghi van nay sang mdt bén, roi hoi tiép:
“Thaoi gian tir vong cu thé 1a bao gio?”

“Piém nay ta c6 thé khang dinh, mudn nhat cling khéng qua gio Ngo hom
nay. Nhat dinh han da chét vao gid Ngo, hoac trudc gio Ngo.”

“Cling c6 nghia la, Ton ghé da chét it nhat hai canh gig tredc khi Tién
Quan Sach va Lit Chi Nguyén xong vao?”

“Pung, ma lai chét ngay trong can nha vira stra sang, gitta gian phong nhw
cai thung sat vira gia c6. Ctra dong chat, cai then trong, Tién Quan Sach dap
mady phat con khong bat ra. Khung ctta s6 duy nhat déong ca tam go day
cop, khong cé hoa van gi, cling cai chét trong. Twong vach déu bang dat
nén, khong cé hang chudt.” Trong Chu T Tan nhw sap phat dién, “Béi thé,
chang biét hung tht vao phong giét ngwoi theo dwdng nao, roi lai theo
dwong nao ra ngoai, con chot ca ctra chinh ctta s6, khong dé lai mdy may
dau vét?”

Hoang Tt Ha nhiu may: “Hién gio khong c6 vat chitng nao uv?”

“Khong c6. Nhung... c6 nhan chitng.” Néi dén day, Chu Tw Tan lai nhan
nho6 nhv bi dau rang, “Co diéu, c6 diéu...”
Hoang Tt Ha t6 y bao ga néi tiép.

Chu T Tan cau may ha giong: “Theo may ba may chi trong phwong khai
thi khodng gio Ngo, ho ngoi duwdi bong cay bén giéng nuwdc khau dé giay,
trong thay hai nguwdi la mat, mot nam mot nit lan lwot dén gan nha Ton ghé,
con lang vang nhin ng6 gi d6, nhung hinh nhw khong lam gi ca ma lang
lang bo di.”

“Hai nguwoi nam nit a?” Hoang Tt Ha chau may.
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“Pung thé, mot nam mot nit.” Chu Tw Tan rau 11 d& tran, 1am bam: “Nghe
néi nguwdi nam dén trudc, dang dap cao 16n, twéng mao dwong hoang, lung
thang, nhin rat khoi ngo, cac ba cac chi tuy da 16n tudi, lai ng6i & cho khuat
néo, song van nhin khéng chan mat. Nhung tir cho ho ngoi khong trong
thdy nha ho Ton, nén cling chang rd nguwdi no tdi do lam gi.”

“Vay con nguoi nit?”

“Nguoi nit it cii gdm mat nén khong trong ré dung mao, song than hinh
manh mai, chac tudi tac khéng 16n. Co ta dén sau khi nguwdi nam kia di
khoi, cling dao mot vong quanh nhitng ché ngwoi kia vira di, lang vang
quanh nha Ton ghé maot lac lau.”

“Nhitng dac diém khac thi sao? Khong biét a?”

“Biét...” Chu Tt Tan kho6 nhoc dap, “Co ta di hai vai xanh dé go, trén hai
chiéc hai théu hai déa ram but né huéng vao nhau.”

Hoang Tt Ha nh¢& lai hom nay luc gap tai nha Truong Hang Anh, Tich
Thuy ciing di doi hai nhw thé, bat giac bién sac: “Cong ti n6i v6i Dai Ly
Tw chwa?”

“Chwa. Nhung ta nghi, Pai Ly Ty tra xét quanh cac phuwong, chang bao lau
sé tra ra hai nguoi ho thoi, téi Iic dé ho sé bi goi tham van.”

Hoang Tt Ha nin lang nhin sang Ly Thw Bach. Ly Thw Bach di dén bén an,
lay gidy viét mot t0 cong van roi dan: “Toi nay cac ngwoi mau di tra xét
tinh bén do di, kéo chirng ctr lai bi phan tan tan tac.”

Chu T Tan nghe vay lién tom ngay tay 40 Hoang Tw Ha, giuc gia: “bi thoi
di thoi, ta da diéu tra r6i, phong Ton ghé khong c6 cho nao ra vao dugc ca,
cong cong mau tGi xac nhan ho ta di, xem c6 cach nao giét ngudi trong mot
gian phong kin thé khéng?”
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“Dwong Sung C6.” Hai ngudi vira ra dén ctra, chgt nghe thdy Ly Thw Bach
0 phia sau goi khé.

Hoang Tw Ha quay phat lai: “Thwa gia.”

Anh mét Ly Thw Bach ditng & 6ng tay 4o ¢ dang ndm trong tay Chu Tt
Tan, thong tha ddn: “Sang mai chiing ta con cé viéc, ngwoi nhé vé phu cho
som, khong dugc di qua dem.”

Hoang T Ha vdi giat tay ao ra, cdi dau hanh 1é: “Thwa vang.”

10

Bui tran hvong dong
“Sang mai hai vi c6 viéc gi thé? Vwong gia con can dan ky cang nita chi.”

Doc duwong cung Hoang Tt Ha dén phwong Pai Ninh, Chu T Tan nghi
hodc hoéi.

“A, c6 chit viéc trong triéu.” Thuc ra t6i khong di ciing ching sao. Co
tham ngh.

Chu T Tan t6 vé nguong mo: “Sung Co 1gi hai that, bén canh mot ngwoi

nhuw Quy vuong, hiém ai c6 thé lam viéc dac lyc dén thé 1am.”

Hoang Tt Ha gat dau: “Quy vwong bam sinh tai gioi, lam viéc bén canh
gia, dwong nhién ap lyc rat 16n.”

“Pung thé, dau nam nay vwong gia mdi di bai té mau phi nira thang ma
triéu dinh loan 1én, cdc nha mon tim may chuc ngwoi cling khéng ganh vac
nodi cong viéc cua gia, cudi cung hoang thuwgng budc phai ha chi, moi gia
mau vé kinh.”
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Hoang Tw Ha tirng chitng kién Ly Thuw Bach x 1y cong vu tai cac nha mon
nén hét strc thau hiéu, chi nin lang gat dau, tham nghi, nguwdi ta séng trén
doi, ai cling c6 sé thich, song xem ra Quy vuong cai gi cling c6, ma hinh
nhw chang thich cai gi. Khong ro thit gi mai khoi goi dwoc hivng thi cua y?

Nghi di nghi lai thi, dwong nhw chi c6 con ca nho kia ltuc nao cting dugc y
dem theo bén minh khong roi. Khong biét né cé lién quan t6i viéc hé trong
gi nita. Ngay ca duong kim hoang thwgng cling khong thé hoi téi, at 1a mot
bi mat dua lam nghiéng nga thién ha.

Song mot con ca nho nu6i rong binh lwu ly, yéu 6t dén noi chi can hai ngén
tay la da bop chét, c6 thé an giau bi mat gi day?

Co0 vtra giuc ngua di theo Chu T Tan, vira nhé lai nam nhan minh gap
trong cung Thai Cuyc.

Canh y dat mét bé c4, bén trong la nhitng con cac nhé dé nhw mau, tuy
cach rat xa, khong nhin rd hinh dang, nhwng c6 van cam thay c6 gi do la
la...

Dudng nhw viéc Vuwong hoang hau ¢6 y triéu c6 vao cung gap mat, cling c6
lien quan tai ké do.

Nha ho Vwong Lang Gia... Vuong Uan.

Nhé lai cudc gap lan trwdc, ¢6 cang thay tinh canh tredc mat cang thém
phtic tap, ding la cang thang dén nghet thé.

Hién gio, nhitng ganh nang trén vai c6 gom c6, vu an oan cua cha me, than
phan bi truy na toan qudc, trong trach phéi duwa Vwong hoang hau tré vé
cung Dai Minh, vu an bé tac ctia Pong Xwong cong chua...

Con ca Vii Tuyén tinh c¢ gap lai va Vwong Uan da 1at tay than phan cta
co0...
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DPau co6 ong lén ca vi dau, ngo6i trén ngwa ma suy nghi ci troi tan dau dau,
ngay ban tay cam cwong ciing bat dau khong nghe 10i.

Chu T Tan d6t nhién dirng ngwa thot 1én: “Vwong Uan.”

CO m mot tiéng, vo thitc budt miéng: “Vwong Uan ciling khé déi pho

4 »

lam...

No6i dén day, c6 méi suc tinh, thady Chu T Tan gai dau boi roi nhin minh,
con Vrong Uan dang giuc ngua tir phia bén kia thong dong di lai.
T6i mua ha troi mat mé, mot mau xanh tham trong sudt bao phu toan thanh

Treong An, Vuong Uan di vé phia ho, vé mat diém tinh 6n hoa, toat 1én
phong thai con chau thé gia, wu nha nhw nhanh liéu ngay xuan.

“Truong An sap gidi nghiém, hai vi con dinh di dau thé?”

Giong y van 6n hoa nhw thé, chwa néi da thay y cuwdi. Anh mét y w6t qua
Chu T Tan r6i dirng & Hoang T Ha, y cwoi da ro hon, khée moi cong 1én
cling dep hon han.

Nh¢ lai 1an gdp tredce cung nhitng hanh dong va 10i n6i cuia y, lai nhin nu
cwoi rang rd nhu trang Treong An bay gio, long co chgt dang 1én cam giac
s¢ hai va chong doi, song chang thé noi ra 16i, danh im lang cti dau né
tranh 4&nh mat y.

Vwong Uan giuc ngura di dén bén canh co, cti dau hoi nhé: “Lai di tra an
u?”

Hoang Ttw Ha can moi khé guc gac dau.

Chu T Tan bén canh v6i phan bua: “La Quy virong bao bon t6i cung di,
con ca thu but cta vuong gia day, huynh xem ...”
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Vwong Uan liéc qua r6i cwoi no6i: “Phuwong Pai Ninh xdy ra chuyén nhw
thé, e rang khong duwgc an toan lam, dé t6i dwa cac vi di.”

“T6t qua, toi van biét Vwrong huynh nhiét tinh 1am ma.” Chu T Tan mirng
18, “Sung Co6 ndi c6 phai khong?”

Hoang T Ha gat dau.

Vwong Uan di song song hai nguwdi, dot nhién lai budt miéng, vé vo y:
“Ngay mai Truvong Hang Anh sé dén bao danh.”

Bay gio Hoang Tt Ha mdi 1én tiéng: “Viéc nay thyc phién Vwong cong ti
qud, hom khac... nhat dinh sé cam ta.”

Vwong Uan cudi dap: “Ngay mai cac vi dén Ta Kim Ngbé Vé ma xem,
Trewong Hang Anh vao do at nhw ca gap nwéc, dau xudi dudi lot thoi.”

“Puwoc 1am, t6i thich nhat la dén cho cac vi an chuc!” Hé nhac dén an la
Chu T Tan mat may hén hd, phan chan han 1én: “KEe ra thi t6i da an chuc
khap cac nha mon trong kinh réi. Ngw St Pai an mot bita 1a mot di khéng
trd lai, tredc bita com lic nao ciing phai giang dao tuyén duvong cong giao
héa ctia triéu dinh, cac vi coi c6 kho hay khong? Khoé nudt nhat 1a com cta
DPai Ly T, twong nha bép & do trang xba toan diéu vdi luat, khong chat dau
thi treo c6, khong nita thi lvu day ba ngan dam! Toi thich nhat la an com &
Ta Kim Ngo6 Vé cac huynh day, nhiéu thanh nién, khau vi cling twong dong,
vilra lam nguwdi quen vira ndo nhiét, vui hon ca dung bita & nha. A con nifa,
t0i cling gap dau bép cua cac huynh réi, qua la nit t* ndu nwéng ngon s6 hai
trong thanh!”

Vwong Uan cudi hoi: “Khong biét ngudi s6 mot 1a ai?”

“Puong nhién la c6 dau chwa qua ctta ctia Trwong nhi ca r6i, c6 dy qua la
thanh tha ndu nwéng!” Chu Tt Tan khoa treong tan tung.
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“That hay dua ddy, 1é nao su phu tay nghé may chuc nam & quan ruwgu con
khong bang mot tiéu co6 nwong?”

“Pau phai minh t6i n6i thé, cd Chiéu virong Ngac virong ciing tan thanh
ma. Sung Co thiy sao?”

“Um, vi nhw hoa ram but, A Pich c6 nuong sé& ngit bé tirng dai, bo di
nhitng canh hoa héo, con quan rwgu thwong cho ngwoi chuan bi san, t6i lic
dung thi b6c mot nam canh hoa bé vao, cé thé co rat nhiéu canh khong
twoi. Néu xét theo tiéu chuan nay, dwong nhién canh A Bich c6 nwong nau
sé thom ngon hon.”

Hoang Tw Ha gat dau té vé tan dong, nhuwng diang lic ay mot suy nghi chot
16e 1én trong dau, khién c6 ngay ngudi ra.

Co swc nhé hom dé ¢ nha Treong Hang Anh, ca bon dang an canh ram but
thi Ngac virong trong thay mot birc hoa quai gé, vé mat ky di caa ykhi 4y,
gig nhd lai van con khién ngwoi ta 1an can trong long.

Hoi twdng lai ndi dung bitc hoa, c6 cang rung dong tam than.

Trén gidy vé ba hinh, thit nhat 1a mot ké bi sét danh chét chay; thit hai la
mot ké chét trong long sat...

Vira khéo trung khdp véi tha phap gdy an cta hai vu gan day...
Lé nao chi la trung hgp thoi u?

Hinh thit ba 1a m6t ké bi con chim 16n tir trén trdi lao xuéng mo chét, chang
o bao hiéu diéu gi?

Chim I6n... Loan phugng...
Chang hiéu sao, trong dau Hoang Tt Ha lai hién 1én hinh anh Bong Xwong

cong chua.
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Nang dirng trén dai cao thuat lai con 4&c méng ctia minh. Nang ké, Phan
thuc phi nha Nam Té Phan Ngoc Nhi, bdo mdng doi lai cay tram Ctru loan.

Tram Ctru loan... Nguwoi chét duwdi tram Ctru loan.

Hoang T Ha ngoi trén lung ngwa, vira ngdy ra mot thoang da thay mo hoi
lanh tia khap, khién c6 khong sao ngoi thang 1én dugc.

“Sung Co sao thé?” Giong Vwong Uan chgt vang 1én bén tai. Thay co lao
ddo sap chuc ngd, y bén nam lay day cuwong, gitip c6 ghim Na Phat Sa lai.

Hoang Tw Ha bdy gio m@i dinh than, voi va xua di nhitng lién twéng quai
g0 trong dau, miéng dap: “Toi khong sao... Troi toi that, thoang cai da
khong trong ro6 duong roi.”

Poan c6 ngang dau, thay phia trudc 1a bitc twdng bao quanh phuwdng thap
te, tredc cong phuong treo hai ngon dén 1ong da phai mau, bén trén viét hai
chit Bai Ninh.

Ba ngudi xuéng ngua tredce cong phuwong Pai Ninh, Chu T Tan thay
Vuwong Uan ciing theo vao thi kinh ngac héi: “Vwong huynh... dém nay
khong phai di tuan cac phwong u?”

“Treong An rong nhw thé, néu chi minh ta di tuan chang phai mét chét u?”
Vwong Uan cudi, “Thuc ra hang ngay ta cling chi di loanh quanh may vong
roi quay veé thoi. Hom nay ta tinh c& gap cac vi, ta cling chwa dugc xem
nguoi clta cong tra an bao gig, lan nay coi nhw mé rong tam mat.”

“Thi thé da dugc dwa ra nghia trang roi, con gi ma md rong tam mat? Lan
sau co dip, tdi sé mdi huynh dén xem nghiém thi.” Chu T Tan vira néi vira
gio ra t@ gidy Ly Thuw Bach viét cho may nguwoi linh gia gac cong, roi dan
bon ho di thang tGi nha Ton ghé.
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“T6n ghé tén that 1a Ton Phu Xwong, vi khap ngudi 16 loét, dau lai bi choc,
nén ai ai cling goi la Tén ghé. Han khong c6 anh chi em, ho hang cling
hiém khi qua lai, may nam truéc cha me theo nhau mat ca, gio song mot
minh trong can nha nat @ mé Tay Bac phwong Pai Ninh.”

Chu T Tan dan hai ngudi di doc theo twong bao, téi mot ddy nha nhé &
goc Tay Bac, trong do c6 mot gian khong khoa, trén cira dan gidy niém
phong ctua quan phu.

Chu T Tan gio tay nhe nhang bdc gidy niém phong xuéng, ro rang ga lam
viéc nay khong chi mdt hai lan, to gidy go ra rat khéo, khong rach may
may. Doan ga day ctta, can phong kin da 1au, vita m@ ra, mui am mdéc, mui
thoi, hoa cung da thi mui hon tap xoc ra, khién ngwoi ta lom ca giong.

Chu Tt Tan da chuan bi san, rat ngay ra hai miéng vai tdim nuwdc girng toi
giam cho Hoang T Ha va Vuwong Uan, con minh thi bit mii n6i: “Mui gi
thé nhi?... Mui xac thoi thi da danh, con c6 mot mui gi ay rat khé td, thoi
hon ca mui xac thoi nita?”

Vuwong Uan dung vai bit miii song van nhan nhé khong thoi, ré rang khong
quen th mui “trir ta” nay. Panh bo luén miéng vai ra, “Ta khong dung
tranh d6 ctia huynh nita dau, cai nay tra cho... ”

Chwa néi dit cau, y bong ngung bat, do dy mot thoang roi lai bit miéng vai
1én miii, ling bing qua lan vai che: “T® Tan, Sung Co, hai vi vat va qua.
Mui thoi hoa lan mui thom, qua that con khé ngtri hon ca mui théi don
thuan.”

Chu T Tan ngac nhién héi: “Mui thom gi co?”

“Huynh khong ngtti thdy v?” Vwong Uan nhiu may, du dang bit vai, y van
vo thitc phay phay tay tredc mii may cai: “La hwong linh lang.”
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Hoang Tt Ha cling ngac nhién khong kém: “Trong phong nay c6... linh
lang hwong uw?” Trwdc khi budc vao co da bit miii, nén chang ngti thay gi
ca.

“Pung thé, la hwong linh lang.” Vwong Uan qua quyét khang dinh, “Tuy rat
nhat, lai lan v@i dua thit mui hoi ham, nhwng ta rat nhay cam véi mui hwong,
khong nhan lam dau.”

“Moi ngudi déu ca tung huynh la cao thu dé nhat kinh thanh vé cac loai
hwong thom, t6i khong thé nghi ngd huynh dwgce.” Chu T Tan nhiu may,
“Nhung linh lang hwong rat quy, sao c6 thé xuat hién trong gian nha toi tan
nay cha?”

“Pung la rat la, nhung hinh nhw khéng sai dau.” Vwong Uan khang dinh.

Hoang Tt Ha g& khan bit xudng, hit ngtvi trong phong. Cé diéu c6 khong
c6 thién tw vé mat nay, chi ngtri thdy mui giam va téi sac sua ¢ chép miii.So
ra thi Chu T Tan lgi hai hon, vira bé tay bit mii ra, ga da hit hit roi gat
dau: “Um, nghe huynh néi t6i cfing ngti thay rdi, diing 1a thoang thoang
that... O, rot cudc 1a tr dau ra thé nhi?”

Hoang T Ha vita nghe vira cam 16ng den soi quanh phong.

Pung nhv Chu T Tan ndi, day la mot gian nha bang dat lup xup, c6 thé
goi la chi tro bon bitc vach. Buwdc qua ctra, dap vao mat la chiéc giwong
thap ngon ngang du thit, d6i dién ctra vao. Trong nha khéng c6 14y cai ban,
& goc trai bac mot cai bép, ba bon chiéc bat sanh sttt miéng nam chong cho,
bén canh la cti khé va lu gao v& lan 16c. Bén phai c6 mot chiéc ghé nat ké
dwa vao twong, dang trude dat mot chiéc ky thap dai chirng hai thuwdc, trén
ky cling bay day do dong nat.

Hoang Ttw Ha buoi moéc trong dong tro bép, khong phat hién thay tan tro
caa linh lang hwong, lai chay dén sam soi dong do trén ky, thay da phan la
nhitng vat dung hang ngay nhw lan hay da ltra, déu phu day bui bam.
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Co di dén bén giwong, ngoi xuéng nhin ngo. Chiéc givong nhé hep, xap xi
bang canh ctra, vay ma trén giwong chat chong bao nhiéu thit, nao la may
manh ao rach, mot cay kéo gi ngoen, mot vién da mai, hai coc vang ma,
mot bau nudc.

Mat dat canh givong cling lan 16c nao goi dau, mét manh ngoi vo den si,
mady go6i bot ngdi cttu boc trong 1a sen kho.

Con duwong xem xét thi 1y chinh da tir phia sau tién lai, ghén mat chwa lau
hét, khom lwng bam véi ho: “Ba vi quan gia, chang phdi quan sai da tra xét
xong vira di roi w, sao dém hom lai phién cac vi dén xem xét nita?”

Chu T Tan vo nguc hung hon: “Chung ta an 16c¢ vua thi trung véi vua,
phai 1am hét chifc trach, giit 1& cong bing, nita dém canh ba thi sao? O dau
c6 thi thé... a khéng, cé an oan thi ¢ d6 c6 chung ta!”

Ly chinh sinh long kinh phuc, v6i hanh Ié vé6i ga: “Vang, vang!”

Hoang Tw Ha ngan ngam li€c Chu Tt Tan, roi tré dong 1on xon trén giwong
héi 1y chinh: “Lao tregng cé biét may thit trén givong nay la gi khong?”

Ly chinh quay sang nhin, rau 11 dap: “Biét chi, con chang phai may thit do6
sao?”

“May thtt gi?” Chu TG Tan voi ging.

“Chang phai tridc day Ton ghé lam chuyén xdu xa, tiéng xau don am lén
u? Vé sau chang hiéu sao lai khong bi truy cttu, nén han nghénh ngang dac
y, khoe khoang khap noi, ding la lam mat madt cad phuong! Mai t6i may
hém trwée, chua Tién Phic xdy ra chuyén, mot hoan quan & pht cong chia
bi sét danh chét, moi nguwdi déu néi la ac gia ac bao, Tén ghé bay gio méi
hodng lén, sg gap bao &ng, c6é bénh thi vai t¢ phiwong, han bén di khap noi
rwdc vé da thi trir ta. Cac vi quan gia nhin ma xem, day la ngéi tam mau
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ch6 muyc, day la vang ma da phun nwéc bua. Con cai kéo nay, la dé phong
than... Trén giwong kia ntta kia, cac vi xem!”

N6i doan ly chinh gio cao cay den trong tay lén, ho lién trong thay trén
twong dan da thi bua chi loang ngoang cung tranh chit, chang biét Ton ghé
nhat nhanh tir dau vé, cai madi cdi ci, cai ctia nha Phat, cai theo dao Lao.
Ctra so treo bién go tir bi pho do, trén cira ra vao gan mot tam hoanh phi
bang sit c6 ghi: “Muc Lién ctu me, & dau givong dan tranh Quan Am ban
con.

Chu T Tan kinh ngac tré cai giwong hdi: “Cai giwong nay bé ti, lai bay
btra bay nhiéu thit, Ton ghé nam ngu trén d6 van tré minh duwgc u?”

“Han con can tr@ minh a? Nita nguoi 16 loét, 1ic ngh phai nam nghiéng, thi
con trd minh noi gi!” R6 rang Ly chinh rat cam han Tén ghé, xem nhw moi
nhuc cta ca phuong, vira ndi vira de biu, “Ba vi a, khong phai minh t6i noi
dau, hoi chiéu phat hién ra thi thé Ton ghé, moi nguwoi déu bao la bao ttng
dé! Ngang nhién cha dap con gai nha ngudi ta, con di khap noi khoe
khoang, nghe néi c6 gai do6 da phai ty t& r6i! Pung la bao tng dén nhanh
that! Du han trén trong nha, déong chat ctta, cai chét trong, dan day bua cha
xung quanh, khong ra ngoai ntta bwdc, cling khong thoat khéi cai chét!”

Chu Tw Tan gat dau dong cam: “Pung thé! B&i vay ngudi song trén doi
khong nén lam viéc xau!”

Thay c6 ngudi tan dong vdi minh, 1y chinh tiép tuc thao thao bat tuyét:
“Nghe noi khi dap ctra xong vao, nguwoi ta trong thdy mot luong odn khi twr
trong nha xoc ra, sat khi den kit xong thang Ién troi! Moi ngwoi déu bao do
la c6 nwrong chét oan kia bao thu xong, hon phach quy tu lai, cudi ciing
cling dugc yen nghi!”

Hoang Tt Ha va Chu T Tan chi biét cam nin nhin nhau — vi mdi trwa nay,
ho con tro chuyén véi Tich Thiy “chét oan” kia.
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Ra soat mot lwgt trong phong, lai tra xét ki then ctra chinh va then ctra s6
xong xudi, Chu T¥ Tan bén dan gidy niém phonglai, ghi thém mot chi
“Chu” lén tren.

Vwong Uan go vai bit miii xuéng, quay dau nhin lai gian nha lan nita, r6i
dwa mat sang Hoang Tr Ha, cam than: “Hom nay md@i biét Sung Co6 thuc la
vat va, ta rat kham phuc.”

Hoang T Ha ctii dau tranh 4nh mat y, dap cho qua chuyén: “Ciing binh
thwong thoi... du sao khong phai ngay nao ciing thé nay.”

Trai lai, Chu T Tan dwong dwong ty dac: “ Lan nay cé la gi! Dao trudce lic
toi va Sung Co di dao thi thé bi héa thiéu, huynh con chwa dwgc chitng kién
dau, ca lan vot xac dudi kénh nira... ”

Hoang T Ha danh vo nhw khong nghe thay, di thang dén cho Na Phat Sa.

Vwong Uan theo sat bén canh héi: “Can nha nay gan nhv kin bung, rot
cudc hung tha da ra taythé nao vay? Ma cong cong... dinh diéu tra theo
huwéng nao day?”

Hoang Tt Ha tung minh nhay lén ngwa dap khé: “Cw tw tv ma tra thoi, toi
luén cho rang, néu da gay an, at khong thé gidu giém dwoc.”

“Pung thé, trong mat Tt Tan nay, Sung Co la thién tai pha an, c6 thé sanh
ngang vdi y trung nhan cta t6i ddy, trén doi lam gi c6 vu an nao lam kho
dwgc cong cong?” Chu T Tan tw dac noi, nhw thé vinh quang ctia Hoang
Tw Ha cling la vinh quang cta ga vay.

Hoang Tt Ha chang biét c6 nén cam ta ga da lwgc bo ba chit dau trong cum
“Hoang Tt Ha y trung nhan cua t6i” khong — may ma Chu T Tan chua
dén ndi qua ngoc, khong noi toet ra tredc mat Vuong Uan rang y trung
nhan cua minh chinh la vg chwa cué6i caa y.
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Ciling may Vuong Uan khong c6 hitng hoi dén y trung nhan cia Chu Tw
Tan, thay sap dén nga tw, y chi mim cwoi bao Hoang T Ha: “ Vay Tw Tan,
Sung Co, ngay mai gap lai nhé.”

“Pugc! Ngay mai ching t6i nhat dinh sé dén cho cac huynh dung bira ding
gig,” Chu Tw Tan vay tay lia lia.

Poi Vrong Uan di khoi, Chu T Tan cho ngwa tha bd trén dwong, thao luan
véi co: “Sung Co, vu nay xem chirng khé nhan day, cong cong thay thé
nao?”

Hoang T Ha gat dau: “Um... cra chinh ctra s6 déu déng chit, 1an nay
khong nhw vu & nghia trang, lach miéng dong vao ma nay duwgc dau.”

“Pung thé,” Chu T Tan rau ri nhan xét, “c6 thé n6i Ton ghé da chét trong
mot cai long sat kin bung!”
Vira n6i dén day, Chu T Tan bong sitng ra, réi buot miéng 6 1én: “Sung

Co6! Con nhé bic hoa & nha Trwong Hang Anh khong? Chinh la bitc hoa ky

»
!

quai, nghe noi dugc tién hoang ngw ban, treo ngay gitta nha ay
Hoang T Ha gat dau, cham rai néi: “Puwong nhién van nhg!”

“Ba cdi chét quai di trong do6... Thit nhat la bi sét danh chét chay; thit hai la
chét trong 16ng sat; thit ba 1a bi chim 16n m6 chét!” Chu Tw Tan quay sang
nhin cd, vé mat vira kich dong vira kinh hai, “Gi¢ day, ba cai chét da c6 hai
xdy ra véi ké thu caa Tich Thay r6i!”

Hoang T Ha nang triu tam su, chi gat dau: “Um.”

“Cong cong khong kinh ngac u? Cong cong néi xem, lan nay la trung hop
hay c6 ngudi c6 y gio tro? Cong cong khong thay viéc nay qua ki quai u?”
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“Tw Tan” Hoang T Ha quay sang nhin ga, dwdi anh dén leo 1ét doc dwong,
cap mat co toat 1én vé diém tinh: “Sang mai ching ta dén Ta Kim Ngb Vé
gap Trwong nhi ca roi n6i.”

Chu Tt Tan gat dau, mat lai twoi han 1én, day vé ty dac: “Sung Co xem,
cubi cung cling c6 lan suy luan cua ta nhanh hon céng cong r6i.”

“Pung thé... toi tw then khong bang.” C6 vira néi vira nhin vé phia phu Quy
vrong da thap thoang dang xa, long bat giac nghi dén mot viéc quan trong
nhat...

Cai chét thit ba... liéu c6 xuat hién khong?
Néu co thi... ngwoi chét sé la ai?

Sang hom sau, troi trong gié mat. Truong An c6 dén ca tram van nguoi,
chét mot hai ngwoi ciing chang hé gi, toan thanh van binh yén.

Ly Thw Bach dan Hoang Tt Ha dén bo Cong, khong xudng xe, chi hai mot
cau: hom nay khoi thong cong nuwéc ¢ dau, réi di thang t6i do.

Hom nay ngudi cia bo Cong dang siva sang cong thoat nwdc tai phwong
Thong Té, Iic hai nguwdi dén thi thdy ca dam tho thuyén va phu phen dang
nao vét bun & ctra cong, Twdng chu sy bd Cong ngoi chom hom dom
xuong, ctta cong bén duwdi den ngom, mui hoi thoéi nong nac, ho Tudng chi
bit miii nhan nhé ng6i nhin, chang c6 cach nao.

Lic Ly The Bach va Hoang Tt Ha xuong xe, mét tén phu dang théng bao
v6i Tudng cha suw, “Bén dudi thong roi, cha sy xem... da nén tinh tién
chua?”

Twong chu sy chan chir: “Vét sach that roi chii?”
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“Tiéu nhan da lam thi dai nhan c¢ yén tam!” Tay phu vo nguc dam baéo,
“T6t x4u gi tiéu nhan cling dwgc bo Cong tin nhiém cr lam viéc nay, dau
thé lam l4o 1éu duwgc! Néu thdy chwa thong, dai nhan c tim t6i!”

“N6i vay la bén duwéi da thong hét roi w?” Ly Thu Bach thong dong cat
tiéng hoi ti* phia sau Twdng chu su.

Ga no khong biét lai lich cua y, song thoang nhin cling doan dwoc nguoi
ndy than phan bat pham, vdi dap: “Oi chao, quy nhan cit yén tim! Truong
Luc Nhi t6i da 1am la khong c6 van dé!”

“Twong chu sy ngodi lai thay Ly Thu Bach, voi quy sup xudng hanh lé:
“Quy vuong gia, sao gia lai dén chd do day nay? Oi 6i, moi gia ra ditng dau
gio cho thoang... ”

“Khéi can.” Quy vuong wa sach sé noi tiéng kinh thanh ditng ngay ctra
cong nhin xuéng hoi: “Viéc nay do Trwong luc Nhi kia quén v?”

“Vang, dwong nuwdc ngam to nhé trong kinh han déu nam ro cd, may nam
tredc bo Cong tuyén phu lam c6ng ngam, han trd thanh thu linh, hang
thang duwoc bo Cong phat lwong, ngoai ra moi lan khoi thong cong ranh déu
phai cho thém tién.”

Hoang Ttw Ha & phia sau nghe thay bén nhu bung, ai dinh ra cai quy ca v@
van moi lan thong cong phai thém tién vay, lam thé chiang phai ddm nguoi
nay chi mong cho cong tac sudt ngay, ba ngay tac mot choé bé, nam ngay tac
mot cho 16n hay sao, doi nao chiu doc sitc lam viéc nita?

Ly Thw Bach cling chang binh pham gi, chi goi Trewong Luc Nhi lai héi:
“Ben dudi thong that chwa?”

“Thwa gia, thong that roi a!”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Thong theo y ngwai, la moi lay mot 16 giita dong bun tac, da cho nuwéc
chdy lot qua dé doi pho, hay la vét sach bun dong bén duédi, khong con tac
nghén?”

“Qi, xem gia néi kia! Puong nhién 1a vét sach sanh sanh, khong con mot
mdy may bun dat nao nita r6i!” Trwong Luc Nhi doan Ly Thuw Bach sé
khong xu6ng xem, nén bu lu bu loa ké 1€ hét sttc cdm dong: “Triéu dinh
hang thang phat lwong cho may anh em tiéu nhan, ching tiéu nhan ciling
biét viéc nay lién quan dén cudc séng dan ching, nao ddm qua quyt? Ai
ndy déu hét long hét sttc, khong dam lo la may may!”

“Tot 1am!” Ly Thu Bach chang buon nhiéu 101, ra y bdo Canh Hitu khiéng
hai 6 khéa phia sau 1én. Qua nhién, hai 6 khéa to twéng vira bung ra, moi
nguwoi da do don mat vao.

“Tt hom nay, b6 Cong ban hanh quy dinh méi vé cong ranh thoat nuwdc,
ban vwong sé trién khai thir 1an dau. Ngwoi da cam két bén dwdi thong sudt
khong con bun lay, ban virong cling biét, duwong cong triéu ta xwa nay déu
xdy bang gach xanh, cao ba thwdc, rong nam thwdc, thira da cho mot nguai
lom khom di lai, chwa néi t6i con c6 thé bo.” Ly Thw Bach tré mot 6 khoa
néi: “Vét sach cong ranh roi, nguoi la tredng nhom phu trach viéc nay, phai
xuong dwéi do, ban virong sé chinh tay khoa duong cong lai, nguoi c6 thé
theo duwong cong thong thoang 4y ma di, con ban viong di trén mat dat. Ta
sé theo tuyén duong thong tac cua ngwoi, di dén cho 16i ra, réi vong veé di
lai tir dau. Khi ta dén 16i ra lan thit hai, bat ké nguwoi da thoat ra hay chua,
ban vurong ciling dung 6 khoa con lai khéa ludn 16i ra, cam chia khoéa di.”

Nghe y n6i vay, Treong Luc Nhi mdt tai nhot, moéi xam ngoét, ¢t rén ram
mai trong c6 hong mai khéng thot néi 101 nao.

Ly Thu Bach cam 6 khoa 1én, ra hiéu cho Hoang Tt Ha mé& khoéa, chuan bi
khoéa duwong cong lai: “Con nita, nguoi da néi bén duwéi sach bong khong
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con mdy may bun dat, vay thi 1t nita ngwaoi chui ra, néu trén ngudi ban thiu
qua, ban viong sé khong vui dau.”

“Vuong... viwong gia!” Truwong Luc Nhi run nhuw dé, quy sup xudng giira
dwong: “Xin... xin cho tiéu nhan, xuéng, xuéng dudi kiém tra lan nita... dé
khoi... khéi c6 so suat!”

Ly Thw Bach ntta cuoi ntra khong, dat 6 khéa trong tay xuong mam: “bi
di.”

Canh Hittu dang sau da bay san ghé dwdi tan hoe, Ly Thue Bach bén ra d6
ngoi, rira tay hong mat.

Canh Duc bay tra nwéc va b6n moén diém tam ra, r6i m@ thung nwdc da bat
dau pha nwéc mat.

Hoang Tw Ha bung mot chén sita lanh nham nhap, quan sat Trueong Luc
Nhi cung cad dam phu phen ct 1én 1én xu6ng xudng miét mai quanh miéng
cong nhuw nguwdi dién, moc ra tirng ganh tirng ganh bun, chong chat nhw nui,
may ma ho ng6i xa nén khong ngwi thdy mui théi.

Twdng chu sy mirng r& di dén canh Ly Thw Bach, hao hitng thwa: “Pao luat
nay ban ra, vé sau kinh thanh khéng phai lo ngap lut nita r6i!”

“Pao cao mot thwdc, ma cao mot trrong, chang bao lau nita ching sé tim ra
cach doéi pho théi, hon nita e rang sé bat dau tir chinh Twéng chu sw day!”

Twdng chu sy sg dén toat mo hoi lanh, voi thwa, “Tiéu nhan xwa nay gitt
ding phép cong, khong hé ddm muu 1gi gi cho ban than ca.”

“Ta khong c6 y do, chi lo Twdng chu su thdy ching vat va lai loi 16ng ky
luat thoi. Du sao, chuyén nay cling tirng lam ba tanh trong thanh tan nha nat

»

cura.
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“Vang vang, tiéu nhan sé giit ding chitc phan, quyét khong dam loi 16ng.”

Mat troi 1én gan dén dinh dau thi Treeong Luc Nhi, gio da bé bét bun sinh
trong nhu mot con khi dat, cudi cung ciling ha quyét tam, chay dén lap bap
thwa: “Vuong gia, chac... chac la 6n r6i a.”

Ly Thu Bach gat dau, ding day di dén bén miéng cong.

Trwong Luc Nhi dén 1dy thung nwéc canh do, gioi thang tir dau xuéng chan,
got sach bun dat trén 4o xong va mat mii, réi khom lwng chui xuéng cong.

Lan nay Trwong Luc Nhi hitng hue quyét tam, Ly Thu Bach mdéi thong
dong di dugc niva dwong thi han da chui ra tiw dau kia, minh may khéng 1lam
bun nhiéu.

“Kha day, néu lic nao ciing dugc thé nay thi can gi ban virong phai dich
than dén trong coi nita.” Ly Thuw Bach t6 vé tan thuong.

Dan chiing xtiim dong xtim dé xung quanh ciing x6n xao ban tan, ai ndy déu
mung ra mdt. Co nguoi con hét bao Trwong Luc Nhi: “Luc Nhi chay nhanh
qua nhi! Bang 1€ Quy vuwong nén bat nguoi chay khap cac duong cong
trong thanh mot vong mai phai, ha ha ha!”

Lai c6 nguwdi chen vao: “Luc nhi chui cdng c6 gi hay, phéi bdo 6ng chu
Tién chui mot chuyén méi thd, phai khéng nao!”

Trong tiéng tan thuwdng lao nhao, m6t ngwdi map lun sa sam mat, cli gam
dau xuong.

Ly Thu Bach li€c qua da nhan ra han, bén ra hiéu cho Hoang T Ha.

Twdng chu sy goi moi ngwdi lai linh tién cong. Hoang T Ha dé y thay
Trwong Luc Nhi nhan tién xong lién di t6i canh nguwoi no, déi bén nhin
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nhau cudi guwgng, co bén tdi tredc mat han, chap tay hanh 1é: “Vi dai ca
nay, xin hoi quy tinh la gi vay?”

Ga béo lun thdy hoan quan bén canh Quy viong dot nhién héi tham minh,
vOi cwoi cwdi ninh not: “Tham kién cong cong! Cong cong lam tiéu nhan
giat cd minh... Chang ré quy nhan tim tiéu nhan c6 viéc gi thé?”

Hoang T Ha héi: “Pai ca c6 phai 6ng cha Tién, Tién Quan Sach noi tiéng
kinh thanh chang?”

“Qi chao, khong ddm khéng dam! Tiéu nhan chi m& may ctva tiém, kiém it
tién song qua ngay théi ma.” Han vira phan bua vira cii dau khom lung, b6
dang khiim nim, than hinh béo lun nhw lu nwéc cling gap duwgc thap dén
thé, qua la hiém c6.

Hoang Tt Ha tirng gap dua loai nguoi, song ké khom lwng uon gbi nhw hoan
quan thé nay thi thyc it thdy. C6 ngan ngdm néi: “Ong chu Tién khong can
da 1é, ta chi hoi may cau th6i.”

“Vang vang, xin cong cong c héi, tiéu nhan nhat dinh biét dau noi dé.”

Co beén tro duong cong phia triede héi: “Ong chi Tien quen Trwong Luc
Nhi u?”

“Thyc chang dam giadu, cong cong, tiéu nhan... c6 mot tiém ngya, sau lai
chiéu m6é mot dam thg mdc thg né, chuyén dung nha gitip ngudi ta, vé sau
tiéu nhan con, con nhan vai ba viéc, roi bat tay v4i may anh em chuyén
khoi thong duong cong trong kinh cung lam, nén... ”

Thay han ap ung, Trewong Luc Nhi ben dap thay: “Thyc c6 16i qua, 1a may
ten phu phen ching t6i nhan thém viéc bén ngoai, thinh thoang gitp ong
chu Tién kiém chut dinh théi.”

https://thuviensach.vn



Tuy nhitng ké nay an lirong nha mon, song doi lic van nhan thém viéc bén
ngoai, chuyén nay moi nguwdi déu mat nham mat mé cho qua, nén Hoang
T Ha cling chang truy xét. Nhung Tién Quan Sach lai s¢g dén hon phi
phach tan, luén miéng phan bua: “Tiéu nhan c6 t6i! Xin cdng cong trach
phat! Xin cong cong dai ti dai bi tha cho tiéu nhan mét con dwong song... ”

“Ong chua Tién, viéc ndy ching lién quan gi dén ta, ta cling khong dinh truy
cttu 6ng dau ma.” Hoang T Ha nghe han van vi chang biét lam sao, danh
ra hiéu cho han buédc sang mot bén noéi chuyén.

Hai nguoi di dén bén mot birc twong thap té do nat, Hoang Tt Ha méi héi:
“Ong chu Tién c6 quen Ton ghé chiang?”

“Tiéu nhan khong... khong quen.” Vira nhac dén chuyén do, gwong mat nan
nan cua ho Tién nhw chdy nhdo ca ra, trong rat khé coi: “Cong cong, tha
cho tiéu nhan di... Tiéu nhan regu vao lam can, 16 xach riu pha ctta nha ho
Ton thoi... Bay gio tat cd moi nguwdi ¢ dé déu co thé lam chivng, khi tiéu
nhan xong vao, Tén ghé da sap thoi rita réi ma!”

Méi chét hai canh gid, lam gi ma thdi rita dugc. Song Hoang Tt Ha chang
buo6n van veo han, chi néi: “Viéc dé ta biét. Ta chi muon héi, gid Ngo hom
qua ong ¢ dau?”

“Gio Ngo hom qua... tdi dang & phwong Tinh An doi ng. Rat nhiéu nguoi
c6 thé lam chitng!” Téng thit trén mat ho Tién rung lén ban bat vi kich
dong: “Nguwoi Pai Ly Tv cling diéu tra ro6i, la that ma! Cong cong, tiéu
nhan thyc xui xéo qua! Hom qua tiéu nhan con...con cham vao thi thé nita!
Nghe néi van rti sé deo dang ba nam kia! Viéc lam an cua tiéu nhan phai
lam sao day, ca dém qua tiéu nhan lo lang quda, khong sao chgp mat néi!”
“Vay ong da gap pho ma Vi Bdo Hoanh cia Bong Xwong cong chiia bao
gio chwa?” Hoang T Ha cat ngang trang ké 1€ thong thiét cta han.
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Vira nghe cau nay, Tién Quan Sach sttng ngudi ra, vé bi ai dong cirng trén
guwong mat phi nn, nhin chi thay tic cuwoi.

“Ong da noi déi ngudi ctia Pai Ly Tu, thuc ra 6ng titng gip pho ma, diing
khong?”

Tién Quan Sach phat hoang 1én, run rdy méc trong nguwdi hai dinh bac dui
vao tay c6, vat nai: “Cong cong tha mang... Tiéu nhan qua that méi gap pho

",

ma vai lan, con... con chwa bao gid néi chuyén nita
“Tong cong may lan?” Hoang Tt Ha chang buon chdp mat, day bac tra lai.
“Hai... hai lan thoi, that ma!”

“Ong cha Tién chic ciing biét d6i gat ngudi lam viéc cong, nhat 1a quan sai
cua Pai Ly Tu, sé bi khép toi gi cha?”

“Ba... ba lan! That ddy, c6 mot lan ding tridc ctra phu nhin thady pho ma tw
dang xa, tiéu nhan voi... voi chay bién... Thé nén tiéu nhan chi tinh hai
lan!” Tién Quan Sach chi han khong thé chdy nwéc mat nwdc miii rong
rong cho thém tham thiét, lai nhét mot dinh bac vao tay 4o co.

Hoang T Ha day dinh bac tra lai, cudi n6i: “Pwgc r6i ong cha Tién, ta biét
ong giau cd, ra ngoai ma cting dem nhiéu bac thé nay. M6t hoan quan nhw
ta, 1am sao dung néi chirng dy? Ong nén ké lai twdng tan may 1an gip pho
ma cho ta nghe thi hon.”

Mat Tién Quan Sach nhan nhuw bi, song khong dam trai 10i, danh xoe ngén
tay dém lugt: “Oi chao cong cong a, tiéu nhan noi that nhé... La ba Ian, that
ddy, chi c6 ba lan thoi!”

“Nghe ndi tong cong han gap ba lan.Lan dau tién ¢ bai thit ngya ctia Ta
Kim Ngb6 V§é, gia da ké cho t6i; lan thi hai la trong pht cong chia, nguai
ctia han dén tu stta dwong nwdc, han cling t¢i don doc, vi cd ngwdi bon han
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nong nac mui bun dat héi ham nén pho ma bao ho khong dwgc dén gan
cong chua; lan thit ba & ngoai phu cong chua, Tién Quan Sach thdy xe ngua
pho ma di dén, voi lanh vao goc dwong, khong dam lai gan.”

Ly Thu Bach nghe xong chi hoi: “Nguwoi co tin khong?”

“Puwong nhién t6i khong tin, hang 14i bu6n lu6n cii nhw han, hé c6 co hoi,
sé tim tram phuwong ngan ké tiép can pho ma, chit doi nao lai lanh di?”

Ly Thu Bach cling chang phéan xét, lai hoi: “Han giai thich thé nao vé viéc
doi gat Pai Ly Ty?”

“Néi la biét pho ma xdy ra chuyén, lai lién quan dén con ngwa han ban cho
Ta Kim Ngo Vé, r6i trudc day pho ma ting binh phdm ngwa cua Tién Ky
nén han sg chudc va, danh quéa quyét rang chwa gap bao gio.”

“Nghe ra thi cling xudi tai ddy.” Ly Thu Bach ditng day néi: “Sap dén gio
Ngo r6i, vé phu théi. Nguwoi bdo nha bép bay com & dai Cham Lwu nhé.”

Hoang Tt Ha luvng ly mai, khong dam 1én tiéng.
Ly Thu Bach liéc c6: “Lam sao?”

“Chu T Tan da hen vdi toi... trvra nay dén Ta Kim Ng6 Vé.” Co danh liéu
thwa vGi y, song trong long van lo ngay ngay, con thong thém mot cau:
“Tién thé xem... c6 manh moi gi vé vu pho ma khong.”

Ly Thu Bach nheo mat lai, nhin ¢6 cham chu.

Vang mat troi chinh ngo ciing chang lam c6 dé m6 hoi, nhwng chi mot cai
liéc mat ctia y, mo6 héi toan than c6 da tia ra, mat khong ngang noi lén.

May sao chi 14t sau, Ly Thu Bach da ngwdc mat nhin 1én trgi, lanh lung
budng mot cau: “Than la hoan quan trong viong pht ma c di an chyc
khap noi.”
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Co6 khoc tham trong da, nhu bung, chang phai vi... vi gia dé to6i nghéo kiét
xac u? Bén nha mo6n an chyce cling phdi cé ctra day!

“Da... no tai biét toi, no tai sé di bao Chu Tw Tan... ”

“Khdi can, kéo nguoi than ¢ doanh Tao long lai & Han, ct twéng com Ta
Kim Ng6 Vé ngon lam.” Dtt 10i y bé c6 lai, quay ngoat ngwoi di thang.

11

Gio lay ao lua
Hinh nhw... minh khong lam sai gi ca!

Hoang T Ha thay qua oan ttc. Tot xau gi c6 cling b6t cho Quy virong phua
mot bita com, chang hiéu sao vi vieong gia kia lai suwng sia v6i co.

“Stung Co dang nghi gi thé?”

Chu T Tan cudp 1dy mot miéng chan gio gap cho 6, hén hé phan tich:
“Cong cong xem miéng thit nay, cé nac c6 md, chinh la cho hai tac phia
trén méng, tap trung tinh hoa cua céd cadi mong day! Ciing chi nhan tai nhw
ta mdi gianh dwgc miéng thit ngon nhat trong cac miéng chan gio, gitta bay
nhiéu nguwdi nhu thé thoi!”

“Pang he thé nay...” Ma lai an chan gio, Chu T Tan con tranh cwdp gap
cho co.

Hoang Tt Ha dwa mat nhin chiéc ban dai trudc mat, tay nghé ctia dau bép
Ta Kim Ngo Vé thuc khong té, da ca ga vit thit ca, dé chao mirng Truwong
Hang Anh gia nhap, hom nay con c6 thém heo sita quay.
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“Nhung ndi di cling phai noi lai, Trrong nhi ca cuGi ngwa gidi that, hom
dau tién da diéu khién ngwa thanh thao nhw thé, lam quen vGi con ngwa dé
thém vai bita nita, bdo dam sé ditng dau Ta Kim Ng6 Vé!” Chu T Tan thi
thao binh pham cudc huan luyén vira dugc xem.

Hoang T Ha gat dau, mdi an dwgc may miéng thi ca dam ngwoi Ta Kim
Ngo6 Vé da xép hang li lugt dén kinh rugu.

“Duong cong cong, tran kich cuc hom do, huynh dé chung t6i dung la dugc
ma& rong tam mat!”

“Pung thé, qua la ky thuat tuyét voi! Boi phuc boi phuc!”
“Nao nao, Duwong cong cong, toi kinh cong cong mot chén!”

“Luu t ca, ding tranh véi t6i ch! Toi dén tredc ma! Dwong cong cong,
moi!”

Nhin cd dam nam nhan rong ran dgi kinh riou minh, Hoang Tt Ha dang
luéng cudng thi Vwong Uan budc dén qud: “Trén san kich cic khong dich
noi Duong cong cong nén dinh g lai trén ban regu ddy ha? Duong cong
cong ban biu ca ngay, dén chiéu con phai di tra an, néu cac ngudi chudc
cong cong say, dé xem Dai Ly Ty c6 tim téi tinh s6 hay khong!”

Moi ngudi nghe néi lai cang kinh trong hon: “O, Duong cong cong con biét
tra an u?”

Chu T Tan vo vai Hoang Tt Ha khoe khoang, nom con ty hao hon la
minh phéa dugc an: “Vu an Bon phuong chan dong kinh thanh dau nam nay,
roi ca vu hai ty nit nha ho Vwong Lang Gia muwu hai Quy veong phi thang
trwdc, déu do vi Duong cong cong nay pha day.”

“Qi chao! That kinh that kinh r6i!” Ca ddm nam nhan chét phac sitng ra vi
kinh ngac, &nh mat nhin c6 cang thém sung kinh, “Chang hay lan nay la vu
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trong an nao ma can cong cong dich than ra tay vay?”

“Nao nao, vi su tich anh hung ctia c6ng cong, chiing ta uéng thém chén
ntta.”

“Cut hét cho ta!” Vuwong Uan cudi mang, xua hét dam Ta Kim Ngo Vé di,
roi ay ndy nhin sang Hoang T Ha: “Xin 16i, ngudi ctia Ta Kim Ngo6 Vé tho

16, ta cling hét cach.”

“Pau co, ¢ day rat vui.” Co nhé t6i thoi con & Thuc, dam bd khoai cong sy
cling don thuan chat phac, moi lan an com déu cuwdi n6i am 1 thé nay.

CO quay sang nhin vé phia Trwong Hang Anh, von di la nhan vat chinh
hom nay. Ga dang cuwoi, nhung gwong mat khong giau dwoc vé than tho,
anh mat nhin méng lung.

Hoang T Ha bén di dén ngo6i canh ga: “Thé nao, do an A Dich nau van
thich hon phai khong?”

Ga voi lac dau: “Pau c6, com & day ngon lam...” R6i nhw dé chitng minh,
gad cam ngay lay mot cai dui ga an ngau nghién.

Hoang Tw Ha cling vo nhw khong biét, bung bat 1én vira an miéng thit chan
gio béo ngdy, vira da diét nh¢ thivc an & phu Quy vuong.

D6 an phu Quy thanh dam, rat hgp mua ha.

Pai Cham Luu ciing rat hgp dé héng mat ngay nong nuc. Cira s6 bon bé
md& toang, ba mat la ho sen bat ngat, chi c6 mot mat noi lién véi cay cau,
thong thang t&i con dudng quanh co trong day dwong liéu.

Nuwdc xanh biéng biéc, hwong sen ngao ngat, khién ca can phong mat rugi.
Ly Thuw Bach ng6i m6t minh trwdc ban, nhin vi tri déi dién bo khong, rd

rang muon phét 10, song cang nhin cang thay chuwéng mat.
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Y ladng 1€ ra hiéu cho ngudi bén canh don hét di, r6i ditng day buwdc 1én cau.
DPoa sen dang nd r6 cling khong chong dugce cai nang he, rii xudng truéc
mat y, hwong thom man mac khién y bat giac cham chti ngam nhin n6 hoi
l1au khong roi mat.

Canh Duc phia sau nghe thay y lam bam: “Lan th hai”, con dwong ngam
nghi xem y c6 y gi, thi trén bd' da cé ngwdi hét hai chay dén bam béao: “Phu
Pong Xwong cong chia sai ngwdi dén moi Dwong Sung C6 Duong cong
cong.”

Nghe thay ba chi*t Dwong Sung Co6, Ly Thu Bach mdi ngoanh lai hoi: “Cé
viéc gi?”

“Bam gia, nghe noi phu cong chiia xdy ra chuyén 16n, Bong Xwong cong
chua bi hoang loan, thai y dang chira tri, song cong chua lai sai nguoi t6i
moi Duong Sung C6 cong cong qua trudce.”

Ly Thu Bach chau may, men theo cdy cau xam xam di ra, miéng bao Canh
Duc: “Chuan bj xe.”

“Duong cong cong, xe ngua cua veong phu dang dgi ngoai cia.”

Hoang T Ha ngac nhién ngang 1én nhin ngudi gac cong Ta Kim Ngo Vé
vira chay vao thong bao: “Xe ngwa u?”

“Vang. Néi rang phai dwa cong cong téi pha cong chiia ngay.”

An bita com ciing khong yén, lwong bong hing thang thi trir gan hét. Thé
nay cé thé goi la chti nhan t6t duwgc hay khong?

Hoang Tw Ha guwong cuwdi, uong mot chén tir biét moi nguwdi & Ta Kim Ngo
Vé r6i hoi ha chay ra ctra nha mén, qua nhién xe ngwa pha Quy da lu lu &
do.
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Co0 voi gb nhe vao ctra xe, xin 16i réi rit: “Dé virong gia dgi 1au, no tai thue
dang chét.”

Bén trong im phang phac, xem ra Quy viong khong dinh mang tdi co.

Hoang T Ha thé phao, dang dinh vong ra treéc ngoi trén cang xe cung bac
A Vién, nao ngo vira cit dong, bén trong da vang lén giong lanh bang ctia
Ly Thu Bach: “Nguwoi thyc dang chét.”

Hoang Tt Ha nhan nho cwoi, ca nguoi cing lai khong dam nhuc nhich.

“Than la hoan quan cua vuong phu, dugce thanh thuwong dich than giao pho
vu an phua cong chua, gig séng tredc chira yén song sau da tdi, vira chét
nguoi, ma nguwoi lai hén hd tdi day bu khu tiéc regu. Nguwoi thdy minh
khong dang chét u?”

Hoang T Ha sén ca toc gay, ram rap vang da khong dam phan bac gi.

Y nhin ¢6 qua song ctra. Mdt troi qua ngo choi chang, roi lén guong mat
trng hong cuia c6, chang khac nao hoa dao né ro, diém 1€ kinh nguoi.

Trwdc nhan sac ring dong ay, Ly Thw Bach chgt thay mot ngon Itra la lung
bung lén trong long.

Bén canh y, c6 ludon binh than an nhién, twa ho trong long chi c6 han thu va
vu an, tham chi hoi thé cling khéng hé rdi loan, titng cai cat tay nhac chan
déu ding khuon ding phép. Song, khi khéng & canh y, co lai linh hoat vui
vé, 1én y theo ddm dan 6ng danh ma cau, con chén chi chén anh vé6i
ching... Chang can chitng kién, y cling thtra sttc twdng twgng ra canh
twong co twoi cwoi hon hd, xung huynh goi dé cung dam nguaoi do...

Hoan toan quén bang ban than la ni¥, vitt bé hét nhitng binh than an nhién
lic 6 canh y.
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Ngay ca khoanh khac xinh dep nhat, c6 ciing vinh vién khong boc 16 triede
mat y.

Ngon lira la lung trong nhay mat da thiéu chay l6ng ngwc Ly Thw Bach, lic
nay day, quén khudy ban than la Quy vwong lanh lting lanh dam, y ditng
phat ddy, da tung ctra xe, nhin xudng c6, quat bang giong tram tram hoi
khan: “Lén di.”

Hoang Tw Ha ngang lén nhin y, bat gap gwong mat ngugc sang sa sam, doi
mat sac lem nhw chim wng, c6 bong dung phat hoang, hoi thé cling cham
han lai, khong dam dap 10i.

“Moi nguoi trong kinh déu biét Quy virong gia xwa nay lanh dam, mirng
gian khong 16 ra mat, sao hom nay lai n6i gian vi mét tiéu hoan quan?”

Sau lung vang 1én tiéng cudi, twa ho khong nhan ra khong khi cang thang
gitta hai nguoi, Vwong Uan twoi cwdi phe phay cay quat Hoang T Ha tra
lan tredce, bude t¢i khom lwng hanh 1é: “Hom nay la ngay dau tién ban cia
Duong cong cong gia nhap Ta Kim Ngo Vé cua ty chic. Dvong cong cong
trong tinh trong nghia, hon nita & Ta Kim Ngb Vé ciing c6 rat nhiéu huynh
dé bai phuc cong cong, nén ty chirc bao gan mdi cong cong dén, virong gia
khong trach t0i bon ty chitc da ép cong cong uéng thém may chén chir?”

Thay Vwong Uan da ditng ra, Ly Thu Bach cling khong tién lam mat mat y,
chi néi: “Chuyén riéng cua han ta khong quan, nhung hom nay vu an han
phu trach xdy ra van dé, phai lap titc di gidi quyét kéo 15 viéc.”

Vwong Uan cudi bdo Hoang T Ha: “Mau di di, khi nao pha xong an, cac
huynh dé Ta Kim Ngo Vé s€ lai moi cong cong chén rugu mung cong.”

Ly Thu Bach li€c Vwong Uan mot cdi sac lem roi ra hiéu cho Hoang Tw Ha
di 1én trudc ngbi cung A Vién.
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Bay gio c6 mGi dam thd phao, dwa mat ra y chao Vwong Uan r6i chay 1én
trudc, nhay 1én cang xe.

Vwong Uan mim cwdi nhin theo bong c6. Chu T Tan ti phia sau hét hai
chay ra hoi: “Sung C6 dén phu céng chia roi a? Co6 phai xay ra chuyén gi
khong? Sao khong dem t0i theo?”

“Huynh theo lam gi? Ngay nao cfing 1éo déo di theo Sung C6 con chwa
chan hay sao.” Y budng mot cau réi quay ngudi di vao.

Chu T Tan cting hong: “Pi theo Sung Co6 c6 gi khong t6t? Theo Stung Co
at 1a cé an mang, cé thi thé, tai nguyén doi dao nhw thé, khong theo Stung
Co thi theo ai?”

Vwong Uan ngan ngam nhin troi: “bi di.”
Gio Mui mot khac.

Nguoi pht Bong Xwong cong chia ram rap dirng bén ngoai dogi 1énh,
nhung khong mdt ai dam tién vao, cd dam nguwdi dong nhu kién ma khong
phat ra mét tiéng dong.

Ly Thu Bach dan theo Hoang Tt Ha bwdc 1én dai. Trong thay y dén, ai ndy
thé phao nhe nhom, nhat loat hanh 1é bai kién y.

Thdy Thuy Chau ditng dau dam nguoi, vé mat hoang loan, cap mat ctt ddo
qua ddao lai, Hoang T Ha lién hoi: “Céng chua thé nao r6i?”

Thuy Chau véi cti dau dap: “Cay tram Ctru loan caa cong chua... khong
thay dau nita.”

Khéng thay dau nita. Gidc mong cta Pong Xuwong cong chia cudi cung
thanh sy thue, cay tram nang tran quy nhat da bién mat.
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Hoang Tw Ha nhiu may, thdy Ly Thu Bach da buwéc vao gac, voi gat dau
vdi Thuy Chau roi chay theo.

Reém tric twong phi bén chi vang bu6ng rd, bén trong gac hoi t6i. Gitta can
phong tranh tdi tranh sang, ho trong thay Dong Xwong cong chia nga
nguoi trén sap, Quach thuc phi ngoi canh phe phay quat cho nang.

Pong Xuwong cong chida van mot chiéc 4o lua trang, mai téc huyén buéng
x0a nhw mot tdm lua den trai dai trén sap, trang that trang, den rat den, bénh
tinh khién guwong mat cong chiia cang toat 1én vé mong manh quat cwong,
nhin con dong long hon lan trudc.

Song nhin ké ngoi trirdc mat nang, Hoang Tt Ha bong thay 16ng ngirc minh
that lai, sirc hiéu ra vi sao cong chda lai kiéu my dén thé.

Vi Tuyeéen.

Anh séng bén trong chi 16 m&, song khong che giau duwgc vé thanh khiét
cta han. Vi Tuyén ng6i ngay ngan trudc mat BDong Xwong cong chua,
dang thang tap ma ung dung. Phong thai hoan my, dung mao thanh t4, toat
1én mot thit hao quang nhan nhat lanh lanh, chang khac anh trang ha huyén.

Han dang giang Lé ky cho Dong Xuwong cong chda nghe: “Xwa kia Thuan
ché ngti huyén cam dé ca bai Nam phong, bay gio dan c6 nam am Cung,
Thuwong, Gioc, Chiy, Vi, nam day lan luwgt twgng trung cho vua, quan, dan,
sw, vat, vé sau Chu Van Vwong, Chu Vi Vrong moi ngudi thém vao mot
day, thanh that huyén cam...”

Giong han thanh thanh ma 6n hoa, nhw ngoc v& gé vao bang mong, giira
ngay hé néng nuc thé nay, twa hé co thé xua tan cai néng. Khéng chi Pong
Xuwong cong chiia, ma ca Quach thuc phi cling buéng quat xuéng, cham chu
lang nghe.
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Ly Thu Bach ditng trec cita quan sat Vii Tuyén. Hoi lau, y lai quay sang
nhin Hoang Tt Ha. Thay c6 diém nhién ditng cui dau, khong té vé gi, y
m&i yén long, bén dang hang mat tiéng.

Pong Xwong cong chia thay y lién ngoi thang day, cii dau hanh 1é: “Tw
hoang thuc.”

Vi Tuyén ditng day tranh sang mot bén, khong néi khong rang.

“Cong chia khong dugc khoe, can gi da 16.” Ly Thw Bach bao Bong
Xwong. Quach thuc phi cling d& vai con gai, n6i: “Phién Quy vuong dich
than tGi tham thé nay, Pong Xwong that la may man.”

Song Pong Xwong cong chia chi nhin Hoang T Ha: “Duong cong cong,
cdy tram Ctru loan ctia ta mat r6i! Ngwoi... nguoi bao phéi lam sao day?”

RO rang nang con chwa ngudi kinh sg, cit 6m ngyc théd doc, anh mat day vé
hoang loan.

Hoang Tt Ha v6i hoéi: “Chang hay tram Ctru loan lam sao ma mat? Cong
chua dién ha c6 thé ké lai that ky cho n6 tai nghe chang?”

Quaéch thuc phi du sao ciing la phi tan, khong tién & cung phong véi virong
gia, danh thd dai ra hiéu cho Vi Tuyén lui xuéng. Vi Tuyén im lang gap
sach lai, theo Quach thuc phi ra ngoai.

Ly Thw Bach ng6i xuéng bén canh, tién tay 1at cu6n Chu Lé dat trén ta dau
giwong ra xem, thd 0 nghe Bong Xwong cong chia thuat chuyén.

Canh cu6n Chu Lé con dat mot con ché nhé bang st cao hai tdc. Vat dung
trong pha cong chiia hét thay déu dep dé trau chudt, song con choé nay lai
khac han nhitng moén vang bac chau bau kia, wéc chirng chi bang ntra ban
tay, trong rat dang yéu, ro rang la dé6 mua ngoai pho, nhwng nhin rat tinh
X4o.
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Ly Thu Bach vira ngam nghia con chd, vira lang nghe Pong Xwong cong
chia ké: “May hom trudc ta mo thay gidc mo do, hdm qua céng cong lai
néi sé lwu y t6i vu nay, nén sau khi cong cong ra vé, ta da giao tram Ctru
loan cho dam thi nit, dan ching gitr gin can than...”

Mdi n6i duwge may cau, tim Bong Xwong cong chua da dap don, théd khong
ra hoi, nang nga ngudi trén sap thd doc, dm nguwc khong thot néi nén 10i.

Hoang T Ha voi vo lung cho nang, r6i quay ra goi to: “Nguai dau!”

Co tiéng chan don dap, réi Thuy Chau va Lac Boi cing may a thi ty hau ha
bén Bong Xwong hét hai chay vao, diu do dé cong chia xudi khi. Thuy
Chau méc chiéc 1o nho trong do, d6 mot vién thudc ra cho cong chiia uong,
roi ludn tay vudt lvng cho nang, dgi Bong Xwong xudi xubi mdi dam thé
phao nhe nhom.

Tran Thuy Chau 1dm tdm mo hoi, song & chang buon lau ma ditng ngay day
chay di rot tra bung dén. Thady Hoang Tt Ha quan sat Thuy Chau, Pong
Xuwong cong chiia yéu 6t tré a néi khé: “Cong cong xem, Nguy Hy Man
chét r6i, bay nhiéu ngudi quanh ta, chi dwgc minh & chu dao nhat... Tiéc
rang sap ga di roi, vé sau ai ma dugc nhu thé nita.”

Thuy Chau nghe vay v6i quy xudng thwa: “Chi can cong chtia néi mét cau,
Thuy Chau nguyén hau ha cong chiia dén gia, khong bao gio lia xa.”

“Thoi di, dén ta con chang biét minh song dwgc tdi ngay nao nita la.” Néi
doan, nang quay lai nhin Ly Thuw Bach va Hoang T Ha, cwdi buén ba: “Tw
thic, danh dé Lac B6i dan hai nguoi di xem xét vay, con mét qua.”

“Cong chua ct nghi ngoi di, bénh nay da mac tr bé, ky nhat la nghi ngoi
nhiéu day.” Ly Thu Bach dap.

Thuy Chau quy truedc giwvong cong chua, rit chia khoa tir hoc tu dau givong
giao cho Lac Bdi, roi 1é bang dau goi dén gan, 14y khan lau mé6 héi cho

https://thuviensach.vn



cong chua.
Hoang Tw Ha theo Lac B0i buwéc ra roi héi: “Tram Ctru loan mat ¢ dau?”

“Thwa, & ngay trong kho.” Lac Boi dap, doan dan ho sang mét gian nha
ngang ngay canh day, ctta khéa chat. Trudc cira cé hai hoan quan ditng
canh, thay Lac Boi di dén bén mé ctra dé ho vao.

Pang mua hé ma ctra s6 trong phong dong chit, chang c6é ngon gié nao,
khién gian phong n6ng ham hap. Bén trong bay tirng day gia dat du thi
hom xiéng rwong trap, han la kho chita d6 ctia cong chaa.

Lac Boi di dén trde cai gia ké trong goc, ngoi xuong kéo mot chiéc ruong
¢ ngan dudi cung ra, r6i dung chiéc chia viva dugc giao mé khoa.

Bén trong chi c6 mot céi trap vudng, moi bé chirng mot thwdce, Lac Boi
bung no6 lén, mo ra.

Pay trap 16t nhung tim, nhung trén do6 khong co6 gi ca.

“May hom tridc cong chia mo dit, nén cang cha trong gitt tram Cttu loan.
Sau khi cho Dwong cong cong xem, cong chua dich than cat vao trap nay,
roi lai chitng kién ching nd ty dat trap vao ruong, khoa lai, bé chia khoa
vao hdc tu dau giwong, sau doé sai ching no ty khiéng rwong vao kho.”
Nhéac dén chuyén nay, Lac BGi van vira sg hai vira lo lang: “Ro rang da can
than hét myc, chiéc reong nay cling do bon ngwdi, né ty, Thuy Chau, Truy
Ngoc, Khuynh Bich cung khiéng, cdm thdy goc dudi cung nay la 6n nhat,
bén dat n6 vao do6. Cat dat xong xubi, bon no ty cung lui ra, két qua sang
nay cong chia thay thap thém khong yén, bén 1ay chia khoa ra giao cho
ching n6 ty, sai dem cdy tram Cttu loan dén. N6 ty cung bon Thuy Chau
Truy Ngoc dén day, Thuy Chau mé ruwong lay trap ra xem, titc thi la 1én
kinh hai, thi ra bén trong da tréng khong!”

Hoang T Ha va Ly Thw Bach nghe ké déu tram ngdm suy ngh.
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“Cac thi vé titc thi ua dén, bon n6 ty ciing moi ngudi ¢ gac Thé Van déu bi
soat ngudi, sau dé ho con luc soat trong nha ngang, trong gac va cho & cta
tat cd nguwoi trong phu, nhung chang thiy cay tram dau, c nhuw... da bi
Phan thuc phi... 1dy di vay...” Lac B6i sg hai ra mat, “Chuyén nay chang
phaéi qua ky quai v? Tram Ctru loan nao c6 bé nho gi, mot cay tram to nhw
thé, lai cach mot 16p trap, mot 16p ruwong, ai c6 thé am tham 14y di dugc
chi?”

Hoang Tw Ha va Ly Thw Bach nhin nhau, déu doc dwgc suy nghi twong ty
trong mat nguwoi kia — chuyén lan nay rat giong 1a bua quy di do.

Chinh la 14 bua tir Ttr Chau, ciing duwgc cét trong hai lan khoa ky.

L& nao trén doi thuc su ¢ cach 14y dugc do vat tir xa, qua may 16p ruong
hom u?

Lac B6i khong dé y anh mat hai ngudi, sg hai ké tiép: “Cong chtia vira
duwgc tin thi nga bénh. Vuong gia cling biét day, cong chia tir nho da khong
chiu dugc kinh hai, khong dwgc qua mirng qua gian, bang khong sé 1én con
dau tim. Lan trwedc Nguy Hy Man chét, cong chia da kho &, lai thém pho
ma bi thuwong, cong chiia dwgc mot phen hodng sg, tdi qua con... con nghe
duoc...”

Noi dén day, Lac B6i mdi swc nhé khong nén dé 16 chuyén nay ra ngoai.
Théy a bit dau ap ung, Hoang Tt Ha lién héi thing: “T6i qua u? Y nguoi
la chuyén Ton ghé chét ha? Viéc do ching ta biét ca roi, nguoi khoi can
gidu giém.”

“Vang... Chinh la tin bdo T6n ghé da chét... Hon nita, ngudi ngoai pho
déu ndi, han ta bi oan hén Tich Thiy hai chét.” Lac Boi nom nép ké, “N6

ty cling khong biét tai sao, h6m 4y cong chiia vira trong thay Tich Thiy thi
sinh bénh... Co ta, ai bao c6 ta khong tranh mat ngay, dé céng chia noi
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gian, noi c6 ta xdi quay roi sai ching n6 ty danh cho mot tran dudi di,
khong cho budc chan vao phu nita...”

Hoang Tt Ha hoi: “Co ta dung phai cong chuaa dung khong?”

“Pau co, bay gio ching n6 ty déu ¢ dé, cd ta tham kién cong chia, song
cong chuia vira thiy co ta thi dot ngot 1én con dau tim, phai dwa vao ngudi
Thuy Chau.” Lac B6i hoi twéng lai tinh hinh khi dy, cling khéng giau dwoc
vé cam thuwong, “Cong chiia chi sai nguwdi danh dudi c6 ta di, nao ngd Nguy
Hy Man lai lam ra chuyén nhu thé...”

Hoang T Ha nhiu may. Vi pho ma lai ké rang, vi Tich Thdy giam phai gau
vay cong chia, nén cong chida noi gian...

ROt cudc 10i cta ai dang tin hon?

Lac Boi van thao thao ké: “Thyc ra chuyén ctia c6 ta chang lién quan gi t&i
cong chua... Nhung du sao hai ngudi cé lién quan dén co & déu chét khong
rd nguyén nhan, con bi don dai la troi phat, c6 ngwdi noi la oan hon co ta
doi mang... N6 ty nghi, c6 1€ cong chia cling lo lang khong yén, lai thém
cdy tram Ctru loan bién mat, khién cong chia hoang loan, tai phat bénh cti.
Ma lan nay bénh dén nhw nui do, thuc phi da dan téi may vi thai y trong
cung song van chang thay kha 1én, gio bon nguwdi dudi trong phu dang vo
cung lo s@...”

Hoang T Ha lai héi: “Pa diéu tra nhitng ké ra vao nha kho hém qua
chwa?”

“Hom qua sau khi duwa tram Crtru loan vao do6 thi khong ai ra vao nita.”
“Thé da tra xét hai hoan quan canh ctta chwa?”

“Thwa r6i, ho bi kham ngwdi va soat phong truede nhat, nhwng chang thu gi
hét. Tuy néi ching c6 thé thng dong vdi nhau dé an trom, nhung gan day
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cong chua lo lang dén mat ngu, da phai thém nguwdi trong gitt, hai tén hoan
quan canh nha ngang do Iic nao ciing ¢ trong tam mat cda cac thi vé, hoan
quan va thi nit, qua khong c6 co hoi 1én vao.”

Hoang T Ha thodng tram tw, r6i ngoi xudng quan sat chiéc ruwong.

D6 1a mot chiéc rieong bang go nhan thong thirong, ngoai quét son do, trén
vé hoa van cat twong bang son den. Bén trong la go nguyén khoi, c6 go
khap cac ngdéc ngach nhung chang thdy cé gi khac la.

Sau d6 c6 lai cam dén cai trap, ma ra xem xét mot luwgt. Trap lam bang go
dan hwong, diéu khac tinh xdo, cham hoa c6 bon mua, thoat nhin da biét vat
cat bén trong khong phaéi tam thuvong. Xem k¥ khap trong ngoai, c6 cling
chang thay c6 gi la.

“Chia khoa thi sao? Cong chua luon dem theo bén minh w?”

“Thwa vang, lic nao ciling dat trong hoc tu dau giwvong cong chia. Cong
chia mdy hom nay nga khong yén gidc nén ching no ty phai chau chyc bén
ngoai dién hau ha, tir nita dém dén gan sang luén c6 may ngwoi trong nom.
Néu c6 ngudi ra vao phong cong chia, nhat dinh phai ngang qua choé bon
no ty.”

“Ngoai ctra so thi sao?” Hoang T Ha lai héi.

“Cong cong xem, gac Thé Van @ trén dai cao, ctta s6 phong cong chiia va
nha kho déu cao dén may trrong, ai c6 thé bo 1én dai cao, tréo qua cira s6
vao an cap chi?”

Hoang T Ha nghe néi lién di dén bén ctra s6, m& ctra nhin ra.

Pirng trén dai cao choc troi, ca phu cong chia déu thu vao tam mat, tham
chi con cé thé trong thay nita phwong Vinh Gia dang xa. Bén dudi la bién
hoa hgp hoan mau héng phan, ché dam choé nhat, tang tang 16p 16p trai dai
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dap don nhu so6ng, con gac Thé Van chang khac nao ngon ndi tién ndi 1én
gitra nhitng dgt séong hong, cao vit cham may, nguy nga 1ong lay.

L&i vao duy nhat 1a nhitng bac thém quanh co bén ngoai, di 1én than dai cao
theo hinh ch@ chi.

Ly Thu Bach héi: “Dong Xwong yéu 6t tir bé, sao lai ¢ trén dai cao thé
nay? Bi lén chang phai mét lam u?”

“Bam gia, cong chua sg nong, lai sg ca lanh, & day mua he gio to, mua
dong thi lic nao cling cé anh nang, hon nita lai cach xa mat dat, d& bi am
wet, thai y cho rang c6 1gi cho thé trang cong chiia. Néu cong chida mét thi
c6 thé ngoi kiéu 1én ma.”

Hoang Tw Ha gat dau, ra y bao Lac B0oi cat dat moi thit lai nhw cii roi ca ba
budc ra ngoai.

Ly Thu Bach ditng trén khoanh san trong tredc gac Thé Van nhin xudng
dwdi, con Hoang Tt Ha vao tham Bong Xwong cong chda. Nao ngd di vao
chi thay nang da ngu trén givong.

Man lya day budng ru, treo ca nut that nhw y tét bang chi vang to bac, bon
miéng chadn chiéu(*) bang ngoc hoa dién cham hinh Phi Thién nhac kj(**)
dat & bon goc chiéu nga.

(*) Thoi c6 dung miéng chan chiéu dé chén mép chiéu khéi quan, dong thoi
cling co6 tac dung tru ta.

(**) Phi Thién nhac k¥ 1a hgp thé ctia nhac than Can Thét Ba va ca than
Khan Na La, hai trong tdm loai “phi nhan” (khong phai nguwdi) trong Phat
giao, dugc goi chung la Thien Long bat bg. Tam loai phi nhan do la: Thién
than, Rong, Da Xoa, Can That Ba, A Tu La, Ca Lau La, Khan Na La, Ma
Hau La Gia. Tam loai nay do Thién than va Rong ditng dau nén goi la
“Thién Long bat bo”.
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Gitra cung vang dién ngoc cam ti phon hoa 4y, lai 1a mét ni tir dang cudn
tron ngwdi thiém thiép, sac mat tai nhot, hoi thd yéu 6t.

Thuy Chau ditng day hanh 1€ v6i Hoang Tt Ha, dan co ra gian ngoai roi
néi nho: “Dém qua cong chia mat ngti nén hém nay rat mét. Trwdc lic nga
cong chua con can dan, cong cong cit thodi mai tra xét trong phu, nhat dinh
phaéi tim cho dugc cay tram...”

No6i dén day, Thuy Chau cup mat xuéng, rom rém: “Cong chiia ca nghi qua,
du tram Cttu loan la bao vat hiém thay, thi cling chi la mot cay tram ma
th6i. Song ching n6 ty khuyén nhu thé nao, cong chua cling khang khang
cho rang cay tram ay c6 lién quan dén sy vui buén ctia minh, con n6i Phan
thuc phi da 1ay trdm di, chac... chac minh ciing sap bi ba ta dwa di...”

Hoang T Ha gat dau: “Ta biét r6i. May ngay nay cac vi phai dé y can than,
dau sao...”

Dau sao, c6 van nhé nhitng hinh vé trong bitc hoa & nha Trweong Hang Anh,
trir hai hinh da @ng nghiém, chi con lai hinh thit ba.

Hoang dé rat stng 4i Bong Xuwong cong chia, néu nang trd thanh nan nhan
bi chim loan b xuéng mé chét nhw hinh vé cudi cung, e rang ca Trudong
An sé day song, kho ma dep yén dugc.

Thuy Chau quay trd vao trong nom cong chia, con Hoang Tt Ha di dén
bén canh Ly Thu Bach, phat hién y dang nhin cham cham vao ritng hgp
hoan.

Co6 chua kip 1én tiéng thi Ly Thw Bach da quay lung di xuéng.

Hoang T Ha liéc mat trong theo, chi thdy Vi Tuyén ditng bat dong dudi
tan hgp hoan, tay nam mot thit gi d6. Co diéu khodng cach qué xa nén c6
khong trong ro nét mat han, cling khong thdy dwoc thit han cam trong tay.
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Thay Ly Thu Bach da buéc xudng cau thang, Hoang T Ha v0i ép minh
quay dau lai, theo y xuong khéi gac Thé Van.

Hai nguoi theo cac bac thang di xudng, thinh thodng & cho ngoat, c6 nhac
thdy gwrong mat nhin nghiéng cta Ly Thu Bach, nghiém nghi ma dam
chiéu.

Puong khong biét thai d6 nay do dau ma c6, lai ngap ngirng khong dam héi
thi Ly Thuw Bach dot ngdt 1én tiéng: “Xem ra khong cé cach nao dot nhap
vao kho trom do, r6i mé dwoc ruong lan trap, cuom mon do kia di nguyén
ven nhi?”

Hoang T Ha gat dau: “Nhat dinh c6 cach, chi la ching ta chwa biét day
thoi.”

“Cach do co 1€ cling hitu dung vdi 1a bua cua ta?” Ly Thuw Bach noi doan
dirng buéc, quay dau nhin co.

Hoang T Ha lang 1€ gat dau: “Cé hitu dung khong thi chwa biét, song to6i
tin rang, bat luan 14 bua cia veong gia, ké gap bao tng bi troi giang sam sét
thiéu chét, hay ké chét trong can phong nhw 16ng sat, thi moi cau chuyén ky
quai déu c6 manh khoe riéng ctia n6, chi la chiing ta chwa biét ma thoi.”

Anh mét y nhin xody vao c6, gi6 1ong 16ng w6t qua ngudi ho. Quan sat o
hoi 1au, y méi nhan xét: “Vu nay nguoi phan éng hoi la.”

Hoang T Ha ngac nhién nhin Ly Thw Bach, khong hiéu y am chi cai gi.

“Vi nhw cay tram Cttu loan cia Bong Xwong cong chiia bi mat cap, vay ma
hinh nhw ngwoi chi cham cham lo cho an nguy cta cong chua, viéc gi khién
ngwoi cam thay linh cdm cua Déng Xwong la ding, cay tram ay sé lién
quan t6i tinh mang cong chua ha?”
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Thay y chi héi téi viéc nay, Hoang T Ha tham thé phao nhe nhom, voi
dap: “Chuyén nay no tai dang dinh héi y gia xem c6 can t&i bai phong
Ngac veong khong?”

Ly Thu Bach nhwéng may: “Lién quan gi dén Ngac veong?”

“Lan trudce sau tran kich ctc, chinh la ban Vi pho ma bi thwong dy, Chiéu
vuong dot nhién doi an banh c6 1au, nén moi nguwdi kéo ca dén nha Truong
Hang Anh, trong thay giita nha huynh 4y treo mot bitc hoa, nghe néi la nam
xtra phu than Triweong Hang Anh vao cung chan mach cho tién hoang, dwoc
ngyu ban. Bay gio Ngac virong vira nhac thdy bitc hoa, vé mat lién tré nén
rat kho hiéu.”

Ly Thu Bach thoang tram tw, lai hoi: “Bic tranh d6 thi lién quan gi dén vu
an nay?”

“Trén bitc hoa nghe néi la ngy but do, tong cong cé ba hinh vé phan bo
khong déu, hinh thit nhat 1a m6t nam nhan bi sét danh chét chay; hinh thi
hai 1a mot ngwoi chét trong 16ng sat; con hinh thit ba, 1a mét ngwdi bi con
chim 16n trén trdi lao xuéng mo chét.”

Ly Thu Bach nhiu may: “Bé&i vay, can cit vao cai chét caa hai nguoi trudc
day, nguoi cho rang, BDong Xwong cong chia cé thé sé la... ngudi thit ba?”

“Thwa vang. Bay gio n6 tai c6 xem nhung khong dé y, song gio nghi lai, c6
18 bitc hoa dy lién quan mat thiét t¢i vu an nay.”

Ly Thu Bach quay nguwdi tiép tuc di xudng, miéng héi: “Bitc hoa do la ngy
but thue w?”

“Khong biét. Song xem chat liéu thi la gidy gai vang ¢ Thuc, min ma bén,
nhin bé ngoai qua la thwgng pham, song no tai it tiép xtc véi do vat trong
cung nén khéng dam khang dinh.”
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“Trong cung thuwong dung gidy gai vang ctia Thuc dé viét chit, con nhw vé
tranh thi tién hoang lai wa gidy Tuyén hodc gai trang hon, sao lai dung giay
gai vang nhi?”

“Hon nita bitc hoa lai rat nguéch ngoac, trong ci¥ nhw ba mang muc den, ai
ma biét dugc la do ai v&? Huong ho hinh nhw ngwdi vé cling tién tay
nguéch choi ma thoi, cai goi la ba kiéu chét, déu do may nguwdi bon t6i
twdng twong va phong doan ra ca.”

“Nguoi di lam viéc cua minh di, ta qua cho pho m4, tién thé bao ngudi Pai
Ly Tu di 1ay biec hoa ay vé, xem c6 phdi ngy but ctia phu hoang khong.”

Poan Ly Thu Bach xoay ngudi toan di. Chgt nghe thay tiéng hoang oanh
riu rit bén tai, véo von ém diu nhw chau nhw ngoc, y hoi ngang dau nhin 1én
canh cdy, bat gap hai con hoang oanh dang hwéng vé phia nhau ma hot,
thinh thodng con co co canh vao nhau. Nhitng déa hgp hoan rung rinh dau
canh ciing 1a ta roi xuéng nhw nhung nhw lua, vo cung diém Ié.

Anh mét y ddi theo hoa roi, dirng & mit c6. Mot canh hoa virong vao mai
toc c6, sac hong twoi tan cang ton 1én giwong mat ndn na, nhan sac sinh
dong, khién anh mat y bat giac sitng lai.

Thay c6 gio tay g& déa hgp hoan ra, vé day tam sy, y lién héi: “Dang nghi
gi the?”

Hoang Tt Ha tram ngam: “Ba vu an nay déu cé lién quan hodc truc tiép
hodc gian ti€p t&i phu cong chia. Gio day hai ngudi da ti vong, pho ma lai
bi thwong, nhung cho dén gid, vé co ban van chwa c6 manh méi gi... T6i lo
rang néu khong sém phé xong vu nay, 1& nhw cong chia xdy ra chuyén, e
rang kho ma thu xép dugc cuc dién...”

Ly Thu Bach than nhién néi: “Ta biét ro6i. Ngwoi dirng n6n néng, néu
khong 6n, sé c6 Thoi Thuan Tram don dep tan cuc gitp nguoi.”
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Hoang T Ha gat dau, long chgt thwong cam cho Thoi thiéu khanh.

12

Hoai sac tuc vi
Hoang T Ha dwoc Lac Boi chi duwong, téi nha bép tim Xwong Bo.

Xwong Bo lai dang chon mén cho ngay mai, lu6n miéng can dan may ba
ndu bép va chay vat: “Cong chia khong dugc khoe, phéi an thanh dam thoi,
bét ga vit thit ca di, nhat dinh phai c6 bon thitc b6 mau ich khi, hom truéc
da bao cong chua thich cau ky kia ma, sao khong thay cac nguwdi mua?”

Pam chay vat vang da roi rit, c6 ké rau ri phan tran: “Cau ky phai ding
mua ma&i ngon, gio qua mua roi, trong choc lat biét tim dau ra?”

Xuwong B6 thé dai dap ban néi: “Ta khong biét, cong chtia doi an, néu céac
nguwoi khong mua dugc, sang mai ta sé 10t da dau tirng nguwoi mot.”

Lac Boi thap tho bén ngoai goi vdi vao: “Xwong B0 c6 ¢d.”

Xwong B6 quay lai thady bon ho, méi xua tay gidi tan dam ngudi kia, doan
ditng ddy mién cudng cuwdi budce ra: “Dwong cong cong, c6 viéc tim toi u?”
Hoang T Ha buwdc vao ngoi doi dién véi Xwong Bo, noéi: “Lan trudce t6i
héi han c6 ¢6 may chuyén, gid van con vai diém nghi van, mong c6 c6 giai
thich cho.”

Xwong Bo sam mat: “Van la chuyén Nguy Hy Man ddy u? Qua that toi cai
va vG@i y ding mot lan, trong phu cling khong chi minh t6i xich mich véi y,
thang tredc Truy Ngoc chang phai gy gé6 mot tran am 1 day w...”

Hoang Tt Ha cuoi: “Khong khong, t6i khong dinh hoi viéc do.”
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“Vay... chang hay cong c6ng muon hoi gi?”

Hoang T Ha nhin thang Xwong B6: “Xin héi, c6 c6 c6 thé ké twdng tan
cho t6i lai lich cho linh lang hwong lan trwéc hay khong?”

Xwong B6 ngac nhién héi: “Lién quan gi... dén linh lang huvong?”

“Chuyén nay t6i khong tién tiét 10, téi cling chi phung 1énh Thaéi thiéu
khanh ctia Pai Ly Ty dén hoi c6 c6 thoi.” Hoang Tt Ha duong hoang dap.

Xwong Bo6 cti dau: “La... la mdt ngudi ngoai phu cho t6i.”
“Khong biét ngudi ay la ai?” Hoang T Ha gang.

Xuwong Bo6 can moi, xong van dap: “La 6ng chu tiém ngwa Tién Ky, Tién
Quan Sach.”

Hoang Tw Ha khong ngo 6ng cha Tién Quan Sach lun map kia lai c6 lién
quan t¢i mot ngwdi ndu bép trong pha cong chda, tic thi nhiu may lai.

Nguy Hy Man doi linh lang hwong, dan dén céi va vdi Xwong Bo ¢ nha
bép; trong phong T6n ghé, Vuwong Uan ngti thady mui nay; ma Tién Quan
Sach la ngudi pha ctta xong vao nha Tén ghé, dong thai cling 1a ké ban con
ngua den khién pho ma bi thwong...

Thit gi ndi lién tit ca nhitng chuyén nay? Manh méi chwa hién 16 trong do,
rot cudc la gi day?

Co lai héi: “Xwong B6 ¢6 co, thit cho t6i toc mach, c6 co6 1a nguwdi cai quan
nha bép phu céng chda con Tién Quan Sach lai la cht tiém ngya, co vé
khong dinh liu gi téi nhau...”

“Pung thé... Ching t6i cling méi quen dau nam nay.” Xwong Bo cii gam
mat, dau ngén tay vé vé 1én ban, vé ling ting, “Bay gio ong ta chi huy mot
dam thg thuyén tu stta dwong nuwéc trong phi cong chia, vi dudng nuwéc

https://thuviensach.vn



trong bép la nhiéu nhat, nén to6i va ong ta thuwong ban bac vé phan bo duwong
nwdc, nho thé ma quen nhau. Ong ta... béo thi c6 béo, lun thi c6 lun, nhung
tinh tinh rat t6t. Trong ltic ho dang stra chita, c6 lan to6i khong can than roi
xuong ho vita, chinh la 6ng ta cong tbi ra, con mic nwdc got sach giay cho
toi roi dua tra lai...”

Nhin gwrong mat tng hong cia Xwong Bo, Hoang Tt Ha bat dac di phai
nhéic nhé: “Ong chu Tién da ngan ay tudi, hin cling c6 vg con 16i.”

“Pung thé, trong nha 6ng ta c6 vg cé thiép, con co ba dita con trai.”

Hoang Tt Ha ching néi thém gi nita, chi héi: “Ong chi Tién ting c6 co
linh lang hwong, sau do6 theo quy cu trong phu, co c6 trinh 1én cong chua,
nao ngo cong chua lai ban cho Nguy Hy Man phai khong?”

“Pung vay, két qua tén Nguy Hy Man dé tham lam v6 do, t6i chi c6 chirng
ay, xong han khang khang cho rang t6i van con mot it, bén chay dén doi.
T6i bdo khong co, han lién nang nac doi dia chi ctia 6ng chu Tién, noi...
ndi rang doi tinh nhan cta toi thi cling thé!” Ké dén day, Xwong Bo dé mat
tia tai vi tic gian, “Ro 1a néi nhang ndi cudi! Ngudi nao khong biét lai nght
gitta toi va 6ng chu Tién c6 chuyén gi xau xa!”

“Xwong Bo c6 cd b6t néng, thye ra... t6i cdm thdy suy doan ctia Nguy
cong cong cling c6 ly.” Hoang T Ha gidi thich, “Linh lang hwong rat quy,
ai ma biét ong chu Tién lai rong rai, dem tang co c6 thi quy gia nhw thé
chw.”

“Nham nhi, tdi gitip 6ng ta bao nhiéu lan, mao hiém...” No6i dén do, Xuwong
B0 bong ngwng bat, nhw vira nhan ra minh 16 miéng, xong 101 da thot ra
khong thu lai dugc, danh G rii ng6i im.

Hoang Tw Ha nhin vao mat Xwong B6 hoi lau, chang néi nang gi.
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Trudc cai nhin cham chi cia c6, Xwong Bo thé dai, bat dac di danh tiép
tuc, “Cé lan 6ng cha Tién ké vdi toi, trudc day ong ta c6 mot diva con gai,
néu con song dén gio thi cling phdi muwdi bdy mudi tdm roi. Ti€c rang nam
ay ong ta dan vg con chay nan dén ngoai 6 thanh Truwong An, nghéo kho
ting quan qua, chang cé cach nao, danh ban con gai 16n mdi gan bay tudi
lay nam quan tién. Nhd ndm quan 4y ca nha 6ng ta mdi song dugc, ong ta
cling dva vao ban cé kho ma dung nghiép, vé sau lai gap quy nhan, ra quan
ngoai méc n6i véi may trai ngwa 16n, lam an cang ngay cang phat dat, ba
dita con trai cling ndi nhau treéng thanh, cé diéu... 6ng ta n6i doi nay ng
con géi la nhiéu nhat, chi e khong tim lai dugc né nita.”

Hoang Tt Ha gat dau héi: “Viéc nay nén dén bo HS hdi han mdi phdi, sao
lai tim c6 c67?”

“Nam xwa ngwoi mua con gai ong ta la mot cong cong, nghe néi la nguoi
trong cung di tim mua cung nit. Ong ta doan c6 1& con gai minh khong &
trong cung, ma & trong phu dé cac vuong. Tiéc rang ong ta chi la thwong
nhan, sao co thé ra vao cung dién hay vieong pha? Con t6i dau gi ciing la
nguoi ctia pha cong chia, cling c6 tiéng noéi vai may thi nit hau can bén
cong chua, thinh thoang ho vao cung hodc tdi nha cac vieong lam khach,
biét dau lai nghe ngéng dwoc gi d6. Tuy hy vong mong manh, nhung du sao
cling la mot con dwong.”

Hoang Tt Ha cwoi hoi: “Co ¢6 nhiét tinh giip nguwoi, han da di nghe ngong
giap ong ta phai khong?”
Nghe xong, Xwong Bo chot 10 vé ngwong nghiu rat la: “Viéc nay... cling

thye trung hop, diva con gai ma 6ng ta muon tim... lai & ngay trong phua
cong chua.”

Hoang Tt Ha khong khoi ngac nhién. Cung nit thi nit trong cung, trong phu
cong chua cting nhu phu dé cac vieong nhiéu nhw 16ng trau, so so 1én dén
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van nguoi, sao lai tring hop dén thé, vira nhd ngwoi cta phu cong chada tim,
thi ngwoi lai & ngay trong phu, qua la qua mic trung hop.

“Co 1€ day ciling la do... ong ta thanh tdm thanh y, s6 ménh da dinh, nén
méi trung hop nhw vay.” Xwong Bo gidi thich.

“Vay con gai ong ta la ai?”

Vé mat Xwong Bo cang thém ky la, ddo mat hoi 1au méi dap: “T6i nghi c6
1€ 1a... Thuy Chau.”

“Thuy Chau u? Lam sao ma biét dugc?”

“Um... Thily Chau nim nay mudi bay tudi, nim bay tudi bi ban vao cung,
nghe néi... trong nha ciing c6 hai em trai, hon nita trén c6 tay con c6... vét
bét giong hét nhuw 6ng cha Tién miéu ta.”

“Hai em trai u?”
“Pung vay, con ut cia 6ng chu Tién, khi gia dinh phat dat mdi chao doi.”
“Pung la qua trung hgp, chac 6ng cha Tién vui lam.”

“Phai phai, viéc nay qua la troi ban cho, dén toi cling mirng thay cho ho.
Nhwng xin Dwong cong cong hang gitt kin cho, néu khong can thiét thi
dirng tiét 10 vdi ai cd.” Xwong Bo thd dai, “Du sao van la toi 1én nhan tién
clia ngwoi ta, gitp do nguwdi khac sau lwng cong chia, theo 1€ sé bi dudi ra
khoi phu day.”

“C0 c6 yén tam, viéc nay cling la hanh thién tich ditc ma. Chi can khong
lién quan tGi vu an, toi sé gitt kin nhw bung!” Hoang Tt Ha bao dam.

Bay gio Xuwong Bo mdi gat dau, xong nét mat van day vé wu tu.
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Hoang T Ha ngam nghi gidy lat r6i hoi: “C6 c6 la ngwoi tir nha pho ma
sang u?”

Xwong Bo voi gat di: “Oi dao, gid chiing ta déu 1a ngwdi phu cong chia roi,
con phan ra bén nay bén kia gi nita.”

“Toi khong c6 y dy.” Hoang Tt Ha cuwdi néi: “Ta6i chi thay tén cta co c6
thuye thanh nha, lai nghe noi trong phti con cé6 Bau Khau, Dién Vy... nén
doan chac cac vi la chi em.”

“Pung ding, may nguwdi chiing toi tudi tac xap xi nhau, nam xwa pho ma
con nho tudi, déu lam viéc trong nha pho ma. T6i dwgc phu nhan xem
trong, cho quan nha bép, Dién V§ quan viéc sinh hoat, Ngoc Trtic cham lo
sach v& but myc... Bay gio may chi em rat than thiét.”

“Thé con Pau Khau?”

Nhac dén Bau Khau, Xuwong Bo6 rau rau thé dai: “Pau Khau khong may
than thiét v4i ching t6i, 6 ay la nguwdi hau ha bén canh pho ma sém nhat,
nam ay pho ma ba bén tudi, con c6 &y mudi ba, nam nay ciling phadi... ba
muoi ba r6i.”

“Gio Bau Khau ¢ dau?”

“Thang trudc, tai vedn Tri Cam, Dau Khau say chan roi xuéng nwdc... chét
dudi.”

Hoang T Ha nghi ngay dén 16i Thuy Chau tirng néi, nghe don trong vuon
Tri Cam c6 ma. Co lién hoi do: “Nghe n6i veeon Tri Cam bi cong chia niém
phong r6i u?”

“Pung thé... Nghe néi sau khi Bau Khau chét, nita dém trong vweon Tri

Cam thwong c6 ngwoi khoc 16c, dao silam phép trir ta cling vo dung, nén
cong chua cho nguoi khoa lai.”
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“Tiéng khoc ctia nam hay nit?” Hoang Tt Ha hoi.

“T6i khong biét nita, 1a cong chia néi c6 tiéng khoc, cong chiia da néi
chang I€ lai sai u?”

Hoang T Ha gat dau, lai hoi: “Truwdc day Bau Khau ¢ d6 a?”

Xwong B6 lac dau: “Khéng, co6 ay & veon Tuc Vi. Khi pho ma thanh hén,
130 gia phu nhan ciing dinh tim mot nha tw té€ ga Dau Khau, xong pho ma
khang khang noi ttt nhé duwgc c6 dy hau ha da quen, nhat dinh doi dwa co ay
theo. Vé sau, Pau Khau cai quan ca vueon Tic Vi, noi & caa pho ma, t6i &
nha bép thi t6i mat t6i miii, Dién V¥ c6 nhan nha hon, xong dwdi tay con
hon muoi co tho théu, ngay ngay phadi coi soc viéc théu thua, Ngoc Truc
cling ban biu cham lo thvw phong. Bon ngudi chiing t6i ai lo viéc ndy, thinh
thoang cham mat nhau chi han huyén dwgc may cau, sau do chot nghe tin
Pau Khau qua doi, t6i rat x6t xa, con tim bon Dién V¥ hoi han xong ho
chdng biét gi cd. Nhung ngudi trong phu lai don rang, c6 1&€ Bau Khau bi
ma quy trong veeon Tri Cam mé hodc, dva 16i dan dwong nén méi roi xudng
giéng. Bang khong vuieon Tuc Vi cach veon Tri Cam khé xa, sao c6 ay lai
chét tai d6 dugc?”

Hoang Tt Ha tram ngam: “N6i vay thi... pho ma rat quy mén Bau Khau
ll,?”

“Phai roi, Pau Khau 16n hon pho ma mwai tudi, lai cham lo cho pho ma tw
nho, nén pho ma xwa nay rat kinh trong c6 ay. C6 lic phu nhan ciing dua
rang, Dau Khiu & bén pho ma nhiéu nam nhuw thé, con than thiét hon ca me
ruot la minh.”

Hoang T Ha gat dau: “Ra thé.”

Thdy c6 khong héi gi thém nita, Xuwong B6 lién gid so sach ra bat dau doi
chiéu cac khoan thu chi.
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Dbé y thay ngén tay gy ban phim ctia Xwong Bo hoi cham, Hoang Tt Ha
biét Xwong B6 khong thodi mai vi c6 minh & day, bén ditng day chao: “ba
vay toi phai cdo twr c6 co thoi.”

“Cong cong di thong tha.” Xwong Bo thd phao, con thuan miéng mdi moc:
“Hay la ¢ lai dung com t6i da, dé t6i bao nguwdi chuan bi vai mén cong
cong thich.”

“Thoi thoi, Quy viong gia dang dgi t6i & cho pho ma.”

Hoa tt vi trong vieon Ttc Vi van dang nd rd. Duwdi anh nang chéi chang,
tirng chum hoa cang ryc 1én sac he.

Pho ma Vi Bao Hoanh dang ké kho véi Ly Thw Bach: “Vuong gia cling
biét ddy, khong phai con khong di san s6c cong chia, ma la vi con con 6m
dau nhéch nhéc, cong chia khong triéu con dén, con lam sao dén dugc.
Con nguyén bung tra rot nwdc cho cong chia, nhung cong chua lai thich
nghe Vii hoc chinh & Quéc Tw Giam giang Chu Lé hon kia!”

No6i dén day, thay hoan quan dan Hoang Tt Ha dén, han cudi nguwong ngap,
gio tay goi co: “Duong cong cong.”

“Tham kién pho ma.” C6 hanh 1€, doan ditng ra sau Ly Thw Bach.

Ly Thu Bach than nhién gat cha dé vira roi di, chi n6i: “Gan day trong phu
cong chua hinh nhw c6 rat nhiéu chuyén la.”

“Pung thé... Nguy Hy Man chét, con danh kich ctic ciing xay ra chuyén,
giQ thi... cdy tram Cttu loan c6ng chia yéu thich nhat lai bién mat mot cach
la lung.” Vi Bao Hoanh bép tran thé dai, “Chang biét c6 phai la trong phu
c6 thit gi do tac oai tac quai nhw dam dao si théi kia néi khong...”

Ly Thu Bach hoi: “Thw gi co?”
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“Chinh la... chuyén & vuon Tri Cam d6.” Han quay sang héi Hoang T Ha,
“Duong cong cong co phai cling nghe dwoc 10i don trong phua roi khéng?”

Hoang T Ha gat dau: “C6 phdi pho ma mudn noéi téi viéc Bau Khau, ty nit
hau can bén minh v6 cé chét dudi trong vueon Tri Cam khong?”

“Um...” Hin ldng ling gat dau, &nh mét thodng vé bi ai rat khé thdy, xong
da kip quay ngay dau ra ngoai song, nhin nhitng chum t vi nd r6 dudi
nang, giong van déu déu binh than: “Ttr d6 dém dém trong vuon Tri Cam
ctt nghe tiéng ma khéc ni non, nén phai déong cita vieon, xong dwdng nhw
cling tur do, trong phu thudong xdy ra nhitng viéc ky quai... Vi nhu cong
chia mo thay cay tram Ctru loan bi mat, két qua né thue sy khong canh ma
bay, cong cong bao, mot thit quy gia nhwong ay, lai duwgce bay nhiéu ngwoi
trong gilt nghiém ngat, thé ma van bién mat, chang phai quai la 1am w?”

Hoang Ttw Ha gat dau, “Qua cé thé, nhin tir gbéc d6 nao ciling rat vo ly.”
“Bdi vay... ta cling nghi, chang hiéu c6 phai oan hon Bau Khiu tac oai tac
quai khong...” Vi Bao Hoanh tram ngam néi thém, “Cé 1€ chi ma quy méi
c6 thé 1ay cay tram di dwoc.”

“Pau Khau hau ha pho ma gan hai muwoi nam, néu biét dugc sau khi chét di
lai bi pho ma coi la ma qudi, chang phai sé dau long lam v?” Hoang T Ha
héi thang.

Vi Bdo Hoanh ngan ra, r6i dap khé: “Cé 1é... néu co ay chét qua oan udng,
qua dau don...”

Hoang T Ha cup mat xudng, lang thinh.

Ly Thw Bach lai néi: “Tam gac mdy chuyén ma quéi sang mét bén da, ta
muon hoi pho ma mot viéc, gio Ngo hom qua, pho ma & dau?”

Vi Bao Hoanh thoang sitng so: “Gio Ngo, con dang ¢ phuwong Pai Ninh.”
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“Chang hay pho ma dén phwong Pai Ninh c6 viéc gi?”

“Tru tri Ngo Nhan ¢ chua Hung Buong phuwong Pai Ninh la bac dai duc.
Gan day trong phua xdy ra chuyén, nén con di moi 6ng ta tdi tung kinh siéu
d6.” Han héi twéng lai, roi ké ranh rot, “Sau khi hen tru tri ngay gi@, con di
dao loanh quanh trong chiia may vong, khong biét 1a d@ muon. Lic rdi chua
md&i nghe néi trong phwong xdy ra an mang, con bén tGi xem, thiy Pai Ly
Tw da c® nguwoi dén tra xét nén di thang vé pha.”

Hoang T Ha héi: “Chang biét Itic loanh quanh trong chuia, pho ma c6 gap
ai khong?”

Vi Bdo Hoanh lac dau: “Chang phdi ngay ram mong mot nén vang khach
dang huong, ta di long vong ¢ hau vién mot lat, khong gap ai ca.”

“Sau do thi sao?” Ly Thu Bach cham rai hoi, “Trewdc khi pho ma roi
phuwong Pai Ninh vé phu do.”

Vi Bao Hoanh ngac nhién nhin y: “Y vitong gia la...”

“Hom qua khi ta tir nha mo6n tré vé, ngang qua phuwong Pai Ninh, c6 trong
thdy pho ma.” Ly Thu Bach chang buon gidu giém, con ung dung boéi thém
mot cau, “Pho ma va Lt Tich Thuy, dang tro chuyén.”

Vi Bdo Hoanh bién sac, khong ngd nhitng 16i minh néi véi Tich Thuy lai
lot vao tai hai nguwdi nay, mat han hét do lai tai, cudi cung van phai gat dau
thita nhan: “Vang... Trudc day khi chay vay dan xép vu nay, con tirng gap
cO ta mot 1an.”

“Xong 10i noi ctt chi ctia pho ma véi c6 ta, dwong nhw khong gidong chi gap
mot lan.” Giong Ly Thu Bach van lanh dam, khong chut né nang.

Vi Bao Hoanh th¢ dai, “Vang... Du sao ciing la phu cong chua ng co ta,
nén con muodn doi t6t véi co ta chut it.”
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Ly Thu Bach lanh ltung nhin han, chang néi chang rang.

“L.é nao chi vi con c6 mat tai phwong Pai Ninh, néi vai ba cau vgi L Tich
Thiy ma viong gia cho rang con cé lién quan t6i cai chét cia Tén ghé?” Vi
Bao Hoanh khong con du kién nhan nita, hét hai bién bach, “Vwong gia
nghi con phai don thwong doc ma dén phuwong Pai Ninh giét mot con ma
bénh ghé 16 khap ngwoi u? Con chi can dan mot cau thi tén Tén ghé ay sé
chét da tram kiéu, vueong gia bao cé phai khong?”

Ly Thu Bach nga nguwdoi ra lvng ghé, ngam Vi Bdo Hoanh dang nhédy dung
1én cudng cuong phan bua, chang buén chép mat: “Vi pho ma céa nghi roi,
ban vwrong chi dinh néi rang du sao cling la pho ma ctia Bong Xwong cong
chua, lai hen gap mot co gai tré budi t6i, cé phan hoi thiéu suy nghi.”

Vi Bado Hoanh ngan nguoi, bay gio mdi ngoi phich xuong ghé dap khé:
“Thua vang... con xin nhd ky 10i veeong gia day bao.”

Dung dang & pht cong chia hoi 1au, da thay hoang hon ngap troi.

Pho ma dich than tién ho ra khoi viedn Tidc Vi, con nom nép dan: “Vwong
gia di thong tha, con qua xem cong chua c6 can gi con khong.”

Ly Thu Bach gat dau: “bi di, gan day trong phu xady ra nhiéu chuyén nhw
vay, pho ma phai san séc cong chua that ky, tot nhat 1a dirng dé Bong
Xwong ra ngoai gap go nguoi khac.”

“Vang.” Vi Bao Hoanh cung kinh vang da.

Hoang Tw Ha theo sau Ly Thuw Bach, men theo con duwdng nhoé di dén ctra
ngach.

Phu Quy veong ¢ phuong Vinh Gia, cach phu cong chua khong xa, bang
qua phuwong Hung Ninh 1a t6i. Pha cong chia nam ¢ khu Thap Luc Vwong
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mé Dong Bac thanh Truwong An, tir ctta Tay Nam di ra la thong thang tGi
cac phuvong trong kinh thanh.

Thdy rang hong ryc rd cudi troi nhw gam théu, hai nguwdi bat gidc di cham
lai, mdc xe ngwa phu Quy dang dgi, c& thé tan b trong phu céng chua.

Anh ta duong lan khip pht dé xa hoa néi tiéng nhat kinh thanh, nao dai cao
gac nhd, nao hanh lang lau hoa, dG mau vang xanh dé tim giao hoa anh
chiéu lan nhau, chang khac nao bong lai tién canh, noi & cua than tién.

Xong nhitng ngudi song ¢ day, dwong nhu ai cling 6m day dau dén va nudi
tiéc, nhw vay chang phéi nhitng dinh dai 1au gac my 1€ kia déu uéng phi u?

Hoang Ttu Ha dang nghi nggi thi nghe giong Ly Thu Bach: “Phuong Dai
Ninh hom qua qua la huyén nao, ding nhu pho ma no6i.”

Thay y dot ng6t nhac dén chuyén hém qua, c6 voi quay lai nhin y, khé gat
dau.

“Luc Ton ghé chét, nhitng ké cé lién quan déu tap trung & phwong Pai
Ninh — ti* Trvong Hang Anh, L Tich Thuy, Lir Chi Nguyén, Tién Quan
Sach, cho dén... Vi pho ma.”

“Nhat la moi nguwoi déu cé 1y do ra tay.”

“Um, nhung ta nghi chic nguoi cling nhan ra, tir dau phd ma da map mo
dan dat ching ta chu y dén Bau Khau, nguoi nghi pho ma c6 dung y gi?”

Hoang T Ha gat dau: “Lan dau dén phu cong chia, ngay tredc mat toi va
Thoi thiéu khanh, pho ma cling c6 tinh nhin vé phia bitc tranh dau khau
cung bai tho treo trén twong, dan dat sw chi y cua t6i, gio lai khéo 1éo nhac
tdi cai chét cuna bau Khau.”
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“Ta da sai nguoi di nghe ngong, qua that bén canh pho ma cé mot thi nt,
16n hon muoi tudi tén Bau Khau.” Ly Thw Bach nghi chan trén con duong
nho lat da xanh vang ngat: “Tt nho tGi 16n san s6c pho ma, hon nita pho
ma con khang khang khong dé c6 ta 1ay chong, khi don dén phu cong chiia
cling dem theo. Thang trudc, co ta chét dudi trong ho nwdc & vueon Tri

»

Cam.
Hoang T Ha tram ngam gat dau: “Xuwong Bo cling ké vdi toi nhu vay.”

“Con mot viéc, c6 1é nguoi khong biét.” Ly Thu Bach phéng mat nhin ra
trang co xanh muwgt phia trudc, lac dac nhitng bong hoa nho mua he dang
khoe sac twoi tan, réi titng bong tirng bong lai héo tan dwdi cai nang thiéu
dot, chang ai doai hoai, “Nha Dau Khiu c6 dén mwdi may anh chi em, vi
anh trai khéng c6 tién cudi vg, nén nam muwoi hai tudi c6 ta da phai ban
minh vao nha ho Vi. Co ta thong minh ngoan ngodn, sau mgt nam thi dugc
dé hau ha pho ma, bay gio méi ba tu6i. Hai mwoi nam qua, co ta ttt mot con
a dau hang bét tré thanh ngwdi quan trong nhat bén canh pho ma, xong
chang danh dum dwgc gi cho minh, béi trén c6 ta con bay ga anh trai nhw
dia hut mau, nha nao cting doi co ta cung phung.”

Hoang T Ha lang 1€ gat dau, lai nghe Ly Thw Bach ké: “Chij gai ca cua
Pau Khau, 16n hon c6 ta hai mwoi may tudi, sau khi c6 ta vao nha ho Vi thi
chi gai qua doi vi sinh khd, chi dé lai mot diva con gai, tén la Lt Tich
Thuay.”

Hoang Tt Ha kinh ngac ngang 1én: “Vay bon ho co6 lién lac khong?”

“C6 vé rat hiém. Bay nhiéu nam nay Dau Khau van nudi cac anh em, la béi
O ta cho rang, anh em trai méi la nguwdi nha, con chi gai da ga di tic la
nguoi ngoai réi. Huéng hé chi em cach nhau chirng dy tudi, ltic co ta ra doi
thi ba chi da ga cho Lir Chi Nguyén, hai ngudi ciing chang may khi gap
mat. Sau khi me Tich Thiy qua doi, may 6ng cau déu la hang an no lai
nam, con bung da nao dé y dén dita chau c6i ctt nita. Nhitng lic Lt Chi

https://thuviensach.vn



Nguyén hodc Lt Tich Thiy dén pha cong chiia dwa huwong den, ciing chwa
bao gio cham mat Bau Khau, nguoi trong phu chang ai biét Bau Khau lai
c6 mdy ngudi ho hang nay. Lit Chi Nguyén bao thau tat ca dén nén trong
phti cong cha, cling khong can hé gi dén BDau Khau. Nguoi nghi néu lao
gia do biét chuyén, con khong t6i tim Dau Khau voi vinh cai nay cai khac
u?”

Hoang Ttw Ha gat dau tram tu: “Me Tich Thiy va Pau Khau la chi em rudt,
c6 18 hai di chau ciling giong nhau. Han la vi vay nén khi trong thay Tich
Thuy, c6ng chida mdi bi hodng loan, bén sai nguwoi danh dubi di.”

“Bai thé, cai chét cia Pau Khau, at c6 lién quan téi cong chda.”

“Pung vay, lan dau tién nhac t6i Bau Khiu, Thoi thiéu khanh ciing c6 mat
& do, nén pho ma co y bia ra mot cau chuyén rat dé bi 14t tdy, hong am chi
v@i toi.” Hoang Tt Ha nhiu may.

Ly Thue Bach cham chu nhin ¢6, khée m6i cling nhéch 1én thanh mot nu
cuwoi nhu c6 nhw khong: “Quan hé gitta nguwoi vai nguoi thyc dang suy
ngam, phai khong nao?”

Hoang T Ha lang thinh gat dau. Ca hai chang néi gi thém, thong dong roi
khoi phu cong chia. Cita ngach da & trong tam mat, bén ngoai la pha dé
clia cac veong va quan lai, vieon rong san sau, vang ngat nhu to.

Lic dén nga ré ngay sat ctra ngach, ho bat gdp mét ké di ngang qua ngoai
clra.

Vi Tuyén.

CO c ngd han da ra veé tir 1au, ai ngo dén gio mdi di, ma lai xudt hién ngay
tredc mat.

Buéc chan ¢o bat giac khung lai, tut sau Ly Thw Bach.
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Nhung Vii Tuyén khong hé nhan ra bon ho. Nét mat han cit ngan ngo, budc
chan chénh choang khién than hinh thanh thoat nhw cay ngoc ciing giam
bét phan nao phong tuw.

Ly Thu Bach quay dau nhin c6, thay c6 dang ng& ngang nhin Vi Tuyén, vé
mat chang ro la kinh ngac hay x6t xa.

“Nguoi khong to mo uw?” Ly Thu Bach ngirng mét thoang, roi tiép: “Di
nhin xem han cam gi trong tay.”

Hoang T Ha vang da, bay gid méi dinh than lai, ngac nhién nguwéc nhin y.

Xong Ly Thue Bach da xam xam di vé phia c6 xe dang dgi & ctta, budng
mot cau: “Veé phu bao lai.”

Hoang T Ha ding ngay ra tai cho, héi 1au danh nhac chan bam theo Vii
Tuyeén.

Hoi & Thuc, c6 ciling tirng theo ddu nghi pham, tuy gio budc chan cé hoi roi
loan, xong Vi Tuyén di dang tredc dwong nhuv long dang ngoén ngang tram
moi, nén chang hoi dau dé y xung quanh.

O go6c pho hoang hén, trong thoi khic vang ling nhw to, hdn cim cti di trén
con dwong noi gitra hai phwong Pai Ninh va Hueng Ninh, con c6 bam theo
sau, trong thdy tay han cam mot phong thu.

Phong thw no mau dé nhat, thi thodng anh ta dwong roi qua phia trén, c6 thé
thay thap thoang hoa van kim nhii 1ap lanh & goc, vo cung my 1€, thoat
trong da biét la caa nit ti¢ khué cac. Nhung trén dé viét gi thi Hoang Tt Ha
khong sao nhin dugc.

DPén truedc chua Heng Buong ¢ phuwong Pai Ninh, han ding lai bén 1o
hwong, mé phong thw dang cam ra. R6i chi nhin lwét qua mot lwgt, han da
mim do6i moi hoan my, cham rai xé tan birc thw, bo tit ca vun gidy vao 1o
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huwong, con ditng chd cho chiing chay hét thanh tro méi quay ngudi, men
theo phwong An Hung, di thang vé phia phuwong Vu Bén, noi dat Quoc Tw
Giam.

DPoi bong Vil Tuyén khuat han & khic ngoat, lai thay trén dwong khong c6
ai qua lai, Hoang T* Ha m&i hoc toc chay dén nhin vao 16 hwong. Chat
gidy viét thw rat day, lai c6 hoa van kim nhii, du da chay thanh tro van kha
day dan, phat pho lay dong theo luéng khi boc 1én tir 160 hwong.

Hoang Tt Ha bat giac gio hai tay ra nhw bat buém, chup lay manh tro to
nhat, gitt khw khu gitta hai 1ong ban tay.

Manh tro van con 4m, xong c6 da can than kéo 6ng tay ao 16t truedc vao
long ban tay dé tranh bi mé héi tham am, r6i khum khum hai ban tay lai,
gitr 1ay bi mat am am nay. C6 khéng dam ct dong hai tay, chi sg 1am rach
manh tro tan, ct thé chay thuc mang vé phia phwong Stung Nhan.

Pam canh ctra pht Chu da qua quen Hoang Tt Ha, mai co vao luon.

Chu T® Tan nhv thuwong 1€ dang ngo6i trong phong man mé may khic
xwong, thdy Hoang Tt Ha khum khum hai tay x6c vao thi giat ndy minh:
“Sung Co, hai tay lam sao thé kia? Bi ngwoi ta dong dinh vao a?”

CO rén rén ma hai tay ra, dé 16 manh tro: “Coéng t& x& ly ho toi vGi.”
“... Tro gidy 4?” Chu T® Tan ngac nhién, “O dau ra ddy?”
“Lo hvong chua Hueng Puong.”

Chu T Tan nghiém mat lai, 6n ton bao c6: “Sung Co, dé ta bdo cong cong
chuyén nay. Cé bénh thi phai di kham thay thudc chit, chang phai xwa nay
cong cong khong tin quy than v? May chuyén nham nhi nhw la pha tan
huwong vao nwéc uéng cho mau lanh bénh, cé6ng cong nhat dinh khéng dwoc
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lam dau ddy! Néu cong cong lam thé, tir nay dirng hong ta kinh trong cong
cong!”

“Pay la mdt birc thw.” Hoang Tt Ha ngan ngdm chia manh tro ra treéc mat
gd, “Bén trong c6 manh moi quan trong, t6i can gap. Néu cong tit c6 thé
lam cht trén do hién ra, t0i s€... moi cong tir an com.”

“Ai thém an com nita.” Chu T Tan khinh khinh néi, doan nhe nhang dung
mot to gidy len vao giita tay c6 va manh tro, r6i khé khang bitng manh tro
sang mat giay.

“Vay cong ti* muon gi, noi di.”

“Tw nay vé sau, cong cong khong duwgc bo ta lai, t minh di tra an nhu trwa
nay nita.” Chu Tw Tan ra diéu kién.

Hoang T Ha lién giai thich: “Trwa nay t6i phai tGi pht cong chida, cong
chtia khong truyén goi, t6i sao c6 thé dan theo ngudi khac?”

“Hirm, cong cong khong thé noi ta la trg tha ctia Dai Ly Ty phai di ho trg
cong cong v?” Chu Tw Tan trirtng mat nhin co.

Hoang T Ha danh chiju thua: “Pugc r6i... Néu khong cé tinh hinh gi dac
biét, tir nay vé sau tdi sé goi cong tir theo.”

“Hay qua!” Chu Tt Tan mirng ra mat, vd bop vao vai Hoang T Ha, “Ta
thich di theo cong cong nhat ddy! Cit theo cong cong la c6 thi thé!”

Hoang T Ha danh v& nhw khong nghe thay: “Vay chit trén mau tro kia...”
“Yén tam, c@ giao cho ta!”

Chu T Tan mic mot chau nwdc, nhe nhang dat t¢ gidy c6 mau tro 1én mat
nuwdc, roi hét sirc khé khang rut 16p gidy bén dwéi di, chi dé lai manh tro
bap bénh trén mat nudc.
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Ga lai luc loi trén cai gia canh d6 hoéi lau, moi ra mot chiéc lo nhé, than
trong rot dung dich luc nhat bén trong thanh mot vong khép kin quanh mép
manh tro, khong quén gidgi thiéu: “Pay la ta lam theo 16i c6, dung may tram
can cdi b6 x6i nghién nho loc 14y nwdc méi duge chirng nay, binh thudong
cling tiéc cta chang ddm dung dau.”

Dung dich twr tt loang ra, thdm vao manh tro. Dan dan, nhitng nét chir bat
dau hién lén trén nén tro den, do la vét muc con dong lai trén mau tro dang
tan bién nhanh chéng, con nhanh hon ca tro tan, nén mau sac hién lén ciing
nhat hon.

Nét chit chi nhay mat la bién mat, nhw thé mau myc trén nét chit bi tiéu
bién trong tich tac, tuy khong r6é lam, nhung ciing van doc ra duoc.

Nguyét... Hoa... Hoang... Chiéu... Duan...

Chu T Tan nhin cham cham may chit vira hién 1én, gang nhan mat tirng
chi* mét: “Thé nay c6 nghia gi nhi?”

Hoang T Ha ciing than tho nhin nam chit ci da trang nhgt ra, sap mat
han, cudi cing manh tro tan ciing tan vao nuéc.

C0 cham rdi n6i khé: “Toi nghi, chit thit ba l1a chit ‘lvu’ bi mat mét nira,
chit thit nam chac 1a ‘quan’ bi mat mot nira...”

“Nguyét hoa Ivu chiéu quan...” Chu Tw Tan syc hiéu ra, “La mdt cau trong
bai Xuan giang hoa nguyét da cua Treong Nhwgce Hu!”

Cung nghe ngéng lic nay chang thay,
Muon theo trang tréi chdy dén chang.(*)

(*) Nguyén van: “Tht thi twong vong bat twong van, nguyén truc nguyét
hoa luwu chiéu quan.” O day sir dung ban dich cta Tan Da.
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Chu T Tan ngang 1én héi: “La thw tinh v?”

Hoang T Ha gat dau, ro6i lai lac dau. Co chang biét ndi sao, than thd ngoi
xuong nhin dau tich manh tro tan.

Du6i sy an mon cua dung dich luc nhat kia, manh tro da tan thanh bui, dap
dénh loang ra trong nuéc.

Mady con chit con s6t lai cling tan bién vinh vién.

Chu T Tan van chwa hét dac y: “Tuyét lam diung khong? Ta phat hién ra
nuwdc cai bo x6i ¢ thé tay sach vét muc day vao ao, sau do lai doc dugc
trong sach c6 cach lam nay. Sau khi nhé thi nwdc nay 1én, nét myc trén
gidy sé bi nudc cdi b x6i tay sach mau tredc khi manh tro kip tan ra. Tuy
chi c6 mot khoanh khac ngan ngui, nhwng cling da dé ching ta nhan ro mat
chtt. Ta lgi hai khong nao?”

Hoang T Ha mién cudng gat dau: “Loi hai lam.”

Thay c6 c6 vé la la, Chu T Tan voi héi: “Sung C6 lam sao thé? Sac mat
cong cong hinh nhw... rat kho coi.”

“T6i... khong sao.” Co6 dap khé, lai dwa mat nhin chdu nwéc gio da bién
thanh mau xanh sam, hit mot hoi that sau, gang binh tinh lai.

Thay Chu Tw Tan van lo lang nhin minh, c¢6 v6i né tranh anh mat ga, quay
ra ngoai nhin sac trdi roi ding day: “Pa ta cong t gitip do, t6i... di day.”

“An com da roi di, céng cong chay tdi chay lui ca ngay, c6 duoc lic nao
ngoi yén 6n an bita com dau.”

“Khong co6 thoi gian dau, vieong gia dang doi toi ve.”

Lic vé dén pha Quy vuong, than tam Hoang T Ha déu roi ra.
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CO gang xoc lai tinh than, theo 1€ t6i bdo cao vdi Ly Thuw Bach ndi dung
phong thu.

Ly Thu Bach ung dung vira nghe vira man mé nghich chiéc binh lwu ly.
Nuwdc trong binh dap dénh, lam con ca nhé bén trong phai xoe dudi gang
gitt thang bang.

“Chitng thye dwoc 101 don dai ngoai phd, ding khong nao?” Ly Thw Bach
nhin con c4, giong ndi chi hoi ggn 1én lan tan, nhw lan nwdc trong binh.

“Vang...” Co dap khé.

Cudi cung y cling dwa mat nhin c6, lan dau tién anh mat 16 vé do du va suy
tinh, twra ho dinh noéi gi do, nhwng 1au that 1au, lai doi mat nhin di cho khac,
nhw dang an i c6, lai cling nhw ty néi v6i minh: “Loi don thong thuwong chi
phan 4nh mot phan sy that, tham chi con cé thé 1a tung héa mu thoi.”

Hoang Tt Ha khong hiéu cau nay c6 y gi, nghi ngoi mai khong ra, danh
chuyén chua dé hoéi: “Chang biét Pai Ly Ty ¢6 lay duwoc bitc hoa kia tir nha
Trwong Hang Anh khong?”

“Khoéng.”
Co ngac nhién ngang lén.
“Luc Pai Ly Ty dén, Truong Hang Anh md tu ra thi bitc hoa da bién mat.”

“MAt roi u?” Nha lai canh Treong Hang Anh cudn bitc tranh lai cat di, co
nhiu may: “Cha Trwong Hang Anh rat quy bitc hoa ay, c6 viéc quan trong
mdi treo 1én thap hwong vai lay, con thuong ngay déu cat trong tud... Sao tw
dung lai mat dwoc?”

“Nguoi cua Pai Ly Tw cho rang ga c6 y khong chiu giao ndp, cén tré diéu
tra nén da luc soat ca nha, xong cling khong tim thiy. Von di cé thé goi la
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trung hop, nhung hién gid xem ra ding la cé van dé.”

Hoang T Ha thoang thdy bat an, lién héi: “Chang hay Pai Ly Tw dinh xw
ly thé nao?”

Biét Hoang T Ha lo cho Trwong Hang Anh, Ly Thw Bach liéc ¢6 r6i dap:
“H6m nay Dai Ly Ty da dén thang Ta Kim Ngb Vé truyén goi Truwong
Hang Anh, ngay dau tién dén bao danh da bi goi di, chac ¢ T4 Kim Ngo Vé
cling nhiéu 10i ra tiéng vao. Hién gio Ta Kim Ngo Vé da c6 lénh, bao ga
tim cho ra bitc tranh dy r6i hay dén nha mén. Theo ta thay, néu khong co
cach nao tim ra cho mau, chac ga sé bij ray ra day.”

Hoang T Ha tham thé dai: “Vang, no tai sé chud y viéc nay.”

Ly Thu Bach lai cam mot tap gidy canh do 1én dwa cho co6: “DPai Ly Tw gui
nguoi cai nay, nghe néi la nhitng viéc 1an trudc nguwoi nho ho tra xét.”

Hoang Ttw Ha nhan 13y, chwa can xem cling biét la chuyén lan truéc c6 noéi
v6i Chu T Tan, Treong Hang Anh biét viéc Tich Thuy c6 lién quan téi
phu cong chua tw khi nao.

Lic tredc ga néi rang khong biét chuyén do, cling khong biét Nguy Hy
Man.

Nhung bién ban diéu tra cua Pai Ly Tw, gidy trang muc den, lai bac bo
hoan toan nhitng 10i ay.

Hoang Tt Ha mim chat méi, gom xap bién ban lai: “Pa vay e rang toi lai
phai dén nha ho Trwong lan nita r6i.”

Ly Thu Bach vay tay: “Bi di, chdac ngudi ctia Ta Kim Ngo Vé ciing biét
nguoi ca réi, khong can gidy gidi thiéu cta ta nita.”
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“Néu khéng dugce thi con 1énh bai ctia vitong phu ma.” Co guong cuoi
ding day dinh di, nao ngo bong thay mat t6i sam lai, nga ngoi xudng dat.

Ly Thuw Bach phén &ng rat nhanh, mot tay day phang chiéc ban tredc mat
ra, tay kia do 1ay Hoang Tt Ha dé c6 khoi dap dau vao ban roi diu co nira

ndm nita ngo6i xuoéng tham.

DPoi cho quang den tridc mat tan di, Hoang Tt Ha trong thay Ly Thu Bach
dang d& minh, vo0i cwa quay dinh dirng day, xong ca nguoi da bai hoai
chang con ste luc gi, danh noi khé: “Pa ta virong gia... Chac t6i mét qua
day thoi, nghi ngoi mot lat 1a 6n.”

Cui dau nhin grrong mat tai nhgt ma van quat cwong trong long, Ly Thu
Bach chang néi ntra 101, bé x6c¢ c6 1én di thang vao giwong roi dat xuong.

Thdy cdp mat sau tham tham cta y ndy gi¢ ¢ cham chid nhin minh, c6
cling cang thang ngwong nghiu, danh nhin lang di, n6i nhé: “That ngai
qua... NO tai that 1é r6i...”

“La 16i cua ta.” Giong y tram tram cat ngang 101 co.

Nghe ra vo van diéu ban than khéng sao phan biét dwgc trong giong noi cia
y, Hoang Tt Ha kinh ngac ngang lén.

Giong y tram thap ma cham rai: “Ta quén mat... ngwoi la nit.”

Co6 ngac nhién nhin y hoi lau méi dap khé: “Khong c6 gi, ngay ca toi cling
quén khudy ttr 1au r6i.”

Nghe vay y bong ngan ngo, cit ditng dé nhin c¢6 hoi lau, bat dong.

Than hinh nhé nhan ctia ¢6 nam nga trén giwong trong bo do hoan quan do
dé dai den. May lon téc den x6a xudng cd co, roi lot vao co 4o, noi bat trén
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lan da trang muot, rat bat mat, khién nguwoi ta bat giac phai dwa mat nhin
xuong, xudi theo than hinh yéu diéu cua c6.

MGt luong hoi néng bong cudn 1én x6n xang trong 1ong ngwe. Y hiéu ra
ngay, voi quay phat di, chang néi chang rang trd vé cho cti.

Hoang Tt Ha ng@ ngang nhin y, chdang hiéu vi vitong gia xfa nay van ung
dung binh théan sao lai hanh dong that thwong nhuw thé.

Co ngd nguoi nghi ngoi mot 1at, cam thdy con chodng vang da qua, bén
ding day bao Ly Thuw Bach: “N6 tai xin cdo lui, khong dam quay ray
vurong gia nira.”

Nhin buwéc chan chénh choang ctia c6, y ngap ngirng mai, t6i khi co ra dén
ctta mdi buéng mot cau: “T6i nay dirng di tim Truong Hang Anh nita.”

Co ngac nghién ngoai lai.

“Nguoi liéu xiéu thé kia ma con c6 di, chi s¢ sang mai lai phdi cho ngudi ra
dwong khiéng ve.”

Hoang T Ha phi cwoi: “Vay mai no tai sé day s6m di.”
“Um.” Y ditng day, cung co roi dai Cham Luu.
Hoang T Ha chang hiéu y dinh di dau, danh thong tha bam theo sau.

Nhitng canh thuy liéu bén bd ¢t ra xudng vai va tay ho, sen hong bat ngat
nd ro dudi trang, y luén cach co6 ntra buwdc chan, gitt khodng cach bat ct lic
nao ciling cé thé gio tay ra do lay c6.

Hoang Tt Ha syc hiéu ra, 1a y mudn dwa minh veé.

Gitta man dém tinh mich, vang trang trén cao cling gan tron, sang rd.
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Anh trang r¢ 1& dy chay dai trén ngudi co, ciing chay dai trén ngudi y.

Nhin ngudi di trwde, cach nira budc chan, chi gio tay ra la cham dén, xong
trong long co, trong dau cd, chi dau dau nhé dén cau tho no.

Mub6n theo trang troi chdy dén chang.

Ctt thé c6 lai thdy cam ghét ban than dén tot dinh, 16ng ngwc dau that, danh
siét chat nam tay, hit mot hoi that sau, ép minh gat nhitng ky c ay ra khoi
dau, tirng chut tirng chiat mot, khong ngtrng tw nhii: Hoang T Ha, tir bo
qua khit di. Cha me ngudi than déu chét ca r6i, néu ngay ca chit viéc cubi
cung cting khong thé lam cho ho, thi dang bi troi tru dat diét!

13

Mot troi mot vue

Nguoi ta thwong néi rang chiéu lan ngan dam. Ta dwong xan lan hém truéc
khién trgi hom sau quang dang khong mdt ggn may, mat troi vira 1én, ca
thanh Trwong An da nong ham hap.

Hoang Tt Ha mac 4o méng, bén ngoai khoac chiéc 4o dé hoan quan, nguoi
dam dia mo6 hoi, ngoi yén thi khéng sao, hé cir dong la mo hoi tua ra.

Xong vu an phu cong chda con chwa két thiic, c6 van phai ra ngoai tra xét.

Vira ra dén cong da thdy Chu T Tan dat con Tiéu Ha doi san, tay con cam
bon céi banh hap néng hai.

Thay co6, ga bén ditng phat ddy, chia bon cai banh boc trong 14 sen ra: “Nay
Sung C06, moi ngudi hai chiéc.”

https://thuviensach.vn



“T6i vira an réi.” Nhung sang ra tat bat, chi kip an moi miéng banh ngot,
nén c6 van nhan mot chiéc banh, vira cudi ngya vira an cung Chu T Tan.

“Ta biét hdm qua cong cong chi hita cho qua chuyén thé thoi, néu hom nay
ta khong chdn ctta, nhat dinh cong cong sé di diéu tra mot minh.” Chu T
Tan biu moi trach.

Hoang Tt Ha voi an ui ga: “Pau co, thyc ra toi dang dinh di tim cong t
ma.”

“Thyc w?” Chu T Tan tin ngay, “Pung la huynh dé t6t, c6 nghia khi 1am!
Cong cong noéi xem, hom nay chuan bi di dau day? Liéu cé thi thé cho ta
tro tai khong?”

“T6t nhat dirng cé thi hon.” Hoang Tt Ha lwdm ga, “Ching ta phdi t6i nha
Trwong nhi ca.”

“Ha?” Chu T Tan suyt thi ngad ngua, “Sao lai dén nha Trwong nhi ca?”

“H6m qua cong t khong t6i Dai Ly Tw a? Bitc tranh ¢ nha ho Trwong bién
mat r6i.”

“Tranh nao? Cong cong noi bitc tranh vé ba canh chét ay w?” Chu T Tan
kich dong dén ndi suyt danh roi cai banh hap, “Lé nao bitc tranh d6 c6 lién
quan tGi nhitng chuyén nay thyc u? Lién quan thé nao? Rot cudc vi sao cac
hinh vé trong tranh lai giong cac vu an dén thé? Trwong nhi ca gap phién
phttc r6i u? Ta Kim Ng6 Vé dinh xtt 1y thé nao? Néu Trwong nhi ca xay ra
chuyeén thi Tich Thuy lam sao day?”

“Cong tr c an banh di da.” Hoang T Ha chan ditng trang cat van cua ga,
gio tay vo Na Phat Sa mot cai, thic né chay nhanh hon.

Di tir Pong sang Tay, bang qua nira thanh Trwong An, cudi cung ho cling
dén nha Treong Hang Anh.
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Gio van con sém, cac ba cac chi trong phwong dang di xach nuwdc, vira xach
vilra ban tan: “Nay, mdy nguwdi h6m qua hinh nhw la nguwdi ctia quan phu
hay sao ay? Sao tw dung kéo dén dong thé nhi?”

“Nghe néi con thit nha ho Trwong lai gay ra chuyén roi.”

“Nhé dau thé, thang bé do trong that tha lam ma, sao dao nay cit xdy ra
chuyén thé nhi, hét bi pht Quy virong dudi, lai bi Ta Kim Ngé Vé truc

xuat, gio' cd quan phu ciing sO dén roi, dang la... Trudc day thyc khong
nhin ra no6 lai la ngwoi nhw thé dau!”

Chu T Tan khong dam tin vao tai minh, nhdy ngay xuéng ngwa tim lay
ngudoi kia hoi: “Gi co? Ai bao Trwong nhi ca bi Ta Kim Ngo Veé truc xuat?
Sao lai thé dugc?”

Nguoi phu nit trung nién no thay ga nhdy phat xuéng ngya tim lay minh thi
phat hodng: “Con chang thé u? Ngwoi cia quan phu kéo dén nha né luc
soat, hom nay né cling khéng ra ngoai, chang phai la bi dudi r6i a?”

Hoang Tt Ha nhiu may: “T® Tan, doi co vdi ngudi la lam gi?”

Chu T Tan nghe vay danh ham hyc dat Tiéu Ha di vé phia nha Truong
Hang Anh. Hoang T Ha cling xuéng ngua, hai ngudi vira dén cong nha ho
Trwong, chwa kip go da thdy mét co gai tir bén trong xong ra, suyt nita va
vao ho.

Pang sau vang lén tiéng Truwong Hang Anh goi that thanh: “A Dich! Mubi
di dau thé?”

Hoang Tt Ha titc thi gio tay tém lay canh tay c6 gdi vira lao ra, gitt co ta
lai.

Chi thay c6 gai kia mat may tai ngat, bui toc cai cay tram go, van mot chiéc
ao xanh tay hep, chan xo6 doi hai xanh théu hoa ram but, chinh la Tich
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Thuy.

Nang bi Hoang Tt Ha tém chat, khong sao giang ra dugc, chi run ray goi
“Duong cong cong”, nwdc mat 1a cha.

Hoang T Ha v6i héi: “Co nuwong sao thé? Cai nhau véi Triwong nhi ca u?”
Tich Thuay lac dau quay quay, nhung khong néi nang gi.

Truwong Hang Anh da chay ra dén noi, buon ba néi: “A Dich, mudi dirng
lam liéu, chuyén nay... cé lién quan gi dén muoi dau.”

Hoang Tt Ha dwa mat ra y bao Chu Tt Tan “binh tinh”, r6i dan Tich Thuy
vao, nho nhe do danh: “R6t cude xay ra chuyén gi, co6 nwong ké cho ching
t0i nghe dugc khong? Néu giip gi dugce c6, ching toi sé doc hét sitc. Ping
thé nay nita, tot xau gi cling c6 thém ngudi nghi cach gitp cac vi, phai
khong nao?”

Xong Tich Thiy ct 6m mat khoc rung ric, chang néi chang rang.

Trewong Hang Anh rau 11 ké: “A Pich... chang hiéu sao ca dém qua c ding
ngoai san, sang nay t6i ngu day trong thay, gang héi duyén do, c6 ay noi
nhang noi cudi cai gi ma t6i von tién do nhw gdm, déu la bi co ay... c6 ay
lam hai, con bao khong thé lam lién luy dén t6i nita, doi... doi bo di!”

Hoang Tt Ha chwa kip n6i gi thi Tich Thiy da nghen ngao tiép 10i:
“Trwong nhi ca, mudi... la ngwoi xui xéo, huynh ¢ bén mudi... sé bi va lay
ddy! Cha mudi da n6i ma, mudi chinh la sao chéi, vira ra doi da hai chét me
rudt minh, veé sau lai... lai roi vao tinh canh thé nay, dang 1é khong nén
song trén doi nita...”

“Khong dugc noi bay!” Trweong Hang Anh cat 161, doan ddo dac nhin
quanh, thay khong c6 ai, v4i tom lay tay kéo nang vao san, déng cong lai.
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“Mudi. .. mudi noi that day!” Tich Thay khoc lac ca giong, gao 1én vdi bon
Hoang Tt Ha: “Céc nguoi c biét toi 1a ai khong? La Lt Tich Thuy! Chinh
la nguwdi bi ca thanh Truwong An ché cwdi ban tan day! Ca thién ha déu biét
toi bi Ton ghé lam nhuc, dang 1€ phai bé xac ngoai dong hoang roi! Toi
khong nén song & day, cang khong nén lam lién luy Trwong nhi ca!”

“A Dich!” Trwong Hang Anh lao dén 6m chat 1y nang, bit miéng nang lai
khong cho ndi tiép nita.

Tuy bi Trwong Hang Anh 6m ghi 1ay, bit chdt miéng lai, xong nwéc mat
Tich Thiy van lan dai trén m4, anh mat day tuyét vong, khién nguoi ta thay
ma xOt xa.

Hoang Tt Ha lién ditng day bwdc dén canh nang, nho nhe an ti: “A Bich
co6 nwong, toi biét viéc ching t6i dén diéu tra lam c6 lo lang, nhuwng thuc ra
chung t6i khong c6 ac y dau, xin co ch@ sg. Truong nhi ca la ban chung toi,
tredc day cling gitp do toi rat nhiéu, toi biét ban tinh huynh ay that tha
ngay thang, bi cudn vao vu nay chang qua vi trong tram ngan manh moi c6
may viéc lién quan dén huynh dy nén ching toi téi hoi chuyén theo 1€ day
thoi, co dung lo, hoi xong chung toi sé di ngay.”

Tich Thuy van nhin ¢6 cham cham, chang c6 vé gi la da nghe hiéu.

Hoang T Ha th@ dai noi: “Truong nhi ca, huynh buong A Dich co nwong
ra di, chung t6i hoi vai cau roi di théi.”

Trwong Hang Anh bén diu Tich Thily ng6i xuéng bén chiéc ban da, do
danh: “Muoi doi mot lat, lat nita la on thoi.”

Hoang Tt Ha ra y bao Trwong Hang Anh ngoi xudng réi héi: “Hom qua
nguoi Pai Ly Ty bao sao? Bén Ta Kim Ngo6 Vé néi thé nao?”

Trewong Hang Anh lo lang xoa tay dap: “Chiéu qua t6i dang & Ta Kim Ngo
Vé thi ngudi Pai Ly Ty dén tim, néi mu6én mugn bitc tranh nghe don la thu
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bt cta tién hoang. Bay gio t6i con thac mac, nha t6i xwa nay cat giit birc
tranh dy rat k¥, cling chang bao gio ké véi ai, sao nguwoi Pai Ly T lai biét.
Nhuwng ho da ndi thé, toi cling danh dan ho vé nha, bao ho doi bén dudi con
minh 1én gac m@ tu 14y tranh... Nao ngo 1dy chia khéa mé tu ra, thi khong
thdy tranh dau nita!”

“Khong thay u?” Chu T Tan ngac nhién haéi.

“Pung thé, bitc tranh van cat trong t muwoi may nam nay, bong dung
khong canh ma bay! Toi phat hoang, voi chay di hoi cha, cha toi cling
cuong lén, chiing t6i va A Pich 14t tung can gac 1én ma khong thdy. T6i
chang con cach nao, danh bao véi ngudi cua Pai Ly Ty rang tranh da
khong con, nhung ho khong tin, néi rang bitc tranh dé rat quan trong, bé
trén da yéu cau dich danh, néu t6i khong giao ra thi chang ai ganh néi trach
nhiém dau. T6i biét Pai Ly Ty phai an néi véi bé trén, nhung qua that bic
tranh da mat, t6i lam thé nao dwgc? Két qua nguwdi cia Pai Ly Ty néi véi
Ta Kim Ngo Vé rang t6i c6 lién quan t6i hai vu &n mang, kém ca vu pho
ma trong thuwong, huynh bao con khong du to chuyén v? Ta Kim Ngo Vé
bdo t6i hang xt 1y cho xong vu nay da, chwa xong thi khong can téi diém
danh ntra.”

Chu T Tan kinh ngac quay sang héi Hoang T Ha: “Céng cong doan
xem... la tén khon nao bat Pai Ly Ty di l1ay bitc tranh vay? Cé phai la
Pong Xwong cong chiia khong?”

Hoang Tt Ha chéng tran, c6 duwong nhién biét “tén khon” ay la Ly Thw
Bach, c6 1é y chi tién miéng bao Pai Ly Tw mot cau, két qua Pai Ly T lai
lam rum beng, thanh ra to chuyén thé nay.

Nhung nghe Chu T Tan hoi vay, c6 danh dap: “T6i nghi... cling khong
han, Pong Xwong cong chda lam sao biét nha Trwong nhi ca c6 bitc tranh
ay?”
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“Hudng ho, du cé thi lién quan gi? Tranh la tién hoang vé chit cé phai
Trwong nhi ca dau, phai khong nao?” Chu T Tan hung hé dap ban ding
phat day, “Khong dugc! Ta phai di noi ly 1€ véi Vwong Uan!”

Hoang T Ha co ho muén sup lay tw duy nhdy céc ctia Chu T Tan: “Lién
quan gi dén Vuong doé uy?”

“Vuong Uan cai quan Ta Kim Ng6 Vé chit sao! Pai Ly Tw lam khé nguoi
dwdi ctia han, sao han khéng ra mat che chg? Chang phai chi mat mot bitc
tranh théi u? Lai 1a tranh cia nha huynh dy, khong phai ctia Pai Ly Ty, Pai
Ly Tw dya vao diéu luat nao ma bat Trrong nhi ca giao ra? Ta Kim Ngo Vé
thi dwa vao quy dinh gi bat huynh ay & nha tim cho dwgc mdi duwgc dén?”

Hoang T Ha ngan ngam lwdm ga: “Quan phd tra an, bat luan la vieong
cong dai than hay thuwong dan tram ho déu phai phdi hgp. Cé 1€ bitc tranh
cta Trwong nhi ca qua c6 lién quan téi vu an, du Pai Ly Ty bat huynh ay
phai 1ap tic di tim, cling khong trach dugc.”

Chu T Tan titc thi tiu nghiu, nam bo ra ban: “Thuc ra ta ciing biét ma...
Chang qua la bat binh thay cho Trwong nhi ca th6i! Khé khan 1am huynh ay
méi vao dwge Ta Kim Ngo Vé, ching ta con chwa kip quay vé Poan Thuy
Puong cho lao gia phoi thuoc vénh vao kia bé mat, thi lai gdp phai chuyén
nay! Ta bao, Triwong nhi ca, dao nay cé 1& huynh nén dén chua miéu nao dé
thap huwong di, sao ct gap xui xéo mai vay...”

Chwa néi hét cau, bat gap cai nhin trirtng tritng ctia Hoang T Ha, trong
thay Tich Thiy da hoi ngudi ngudi gio lai 1a cha nwéc mat, Chu T Tan voi

gio tay va vao miéng, khong noi thém nira.

Hoang Tw Ha ditng day dé nghi: “Vao xem ngan ti dung tranh ctia nha
huynh da nhé.”

Trwong Hang Anh voi dap: “Pugc thoi.”
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May nguoi ditng day di vao trong, theo cau thang lén tang hai.

Ta dung tranh ngay ¢ dau cau thang, ctra ti méc mot 6 khoa gi sét, Truong
Hang Anh m& mot ta khac ké bén canh ra, chi thdy bén trong ngén ngang
du thit, nao hop go, 1ong dé€, gat tan...

Ga doc ngugc gat tan, moi ra mdt cai chia khéa, mé tu dung tranh cho ho
Xem.

Bén trong dé cling chira rat nhiéu do, may suc vai, hon nita quan tién, phia
dudi xép vai loai thudc. Ngan trén cung dat mét chiéc hop go dai dung
dwng cudn truc, nhung bén trong trong rong.

Trewong Hang Anh tré chiéc hop néi: “Lic nguwoi Pai Ly Ty dén, t6i mé tu
ra thi da thé nay ro6i.”

Nhin nhitng d6 vat xép ngay ngan bén trong, Hoang T Ha lai héi: “Biic
tranh mat Iic nao thé? Ngoai ra con mat gi khong?”

“Khong biét nita, hom dy cho cac vi xem xong t6i da cat di roi, sau do cling
chang ma tu ra nita. Moi thit trong ti van y nguyén, tham chi hop van day
kin, chi mat moi tranh thoi.”

Hoang Ttw Ha cau may thd dai, ra y bdo ga dong ta lai r6i néi: “Truwong nhi
ca, toi biét roi.”

Truwong Hang Anh tron xoe mat: “Gi co? Huynh da biét n6 di dau roi u?”

“T6i nghi, c6 1é dén trua, hodc ngay mai, né sé quay lai.” Poan co duwa mat
nhin Tich Thay, thdy nang ta d& dan né tranh anh mat minh, bén néi thém:
“Hon nita, nguwoi tot nhw Treong nhi ca, ngay mot c6 gai mac nan ngat xiu
trong nui con dwa vé nha citu chira; lai thém ban tinh don hau, khong so do
qua khit ctia nguwdi khac; doi dai ai cling hét long hét da, han ngwdi bén

canh huynh ciing cdm dong, trdi cao at ciing thanh toan cho huynh, dé bic
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tranh dy mau quay tr¢ vé. Bang khong, ké cap tranh ciing sé danh mat th
quy gia nhat ctia minh, déng thoi phdi chiu sy giay vo cta lvong tam.”

Truwong Hang Anh ng® ngang héi: “Y huynh 1a khong can tim, bifc tranh s&
tw quay ve u?”

«U'm, t6i nght thé.”

No6i doan Hoang T Ha quay minh buwéc xudng gac: “Truwdc mat chuyén
bitc tranh ci thé da, t6i con phdi hoi huynh may viéc nita day.”

Chu T Tan s6t rudt nhac: “Sung Co6, vay rac roi cia Triwong nhi ca thi sao?
An néi thé nao vé6i Pai Ly Ty day? Ca bén Ta Kim Ngd Vé nita, cong cong
di néi vai 10i hay 1a ta di? Lé nao cong cong dinh tro mat nhin Truong nhi
ca bi van rai quan than, lai phai quay vé Poan Thuy Buwong cho nguoi ta
chen ép boc 10t hay sao?”

Hoang Tt Ha chang buon nhin ga: “T® Tan, bitc tranh chi 1a mdt trong cac
1y do chiing ta dén day thoi, téi con viéc quan trong hon phai hoi Trirong
nhi ca day, cong ti* cam s6 ra ghi chép lai cho t6i.”

“Pugc...” Chu T Tan ngoan ngoan lay but myrc ti chiéc tti deo trén minh
ngua ra.

“Trwong nhi ca, hién gio trong tay toi c6 ca thay ba vu an, déu lién quan t6i
phu cong chuia.”

Hoang Tw Ha ngoi xudng doi dién Trwong Hang Anh r6i di ngay vao dé,
phdt 16 vé thap thom bat an cua ga: “Vu thit nhat la Nguy Hy Man, hoan
quan phua cong chiia bi chét chay tai chua Tién Phiic, bay gio Trwong nhi ca
dang & trong chua, hon nita khi ngon nén phat no, Itra bén vao Nguy Hy
Man thi huynh dang & ngay canh y.”

Quai ham Trwong Hang Anh banh ra, ga mién cudng gat dau.
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“Vu tht? hai, 1a tai san kich ctc ctia Ta Kim Ngo6 Vé, trong budi ti thi hdm
trudc, pho ma Vi Bao Hoanh nga ngwa bi thwong, huynh cling c6 mat tai
hién truong, dang so tai v6i pho ma.”

Truwong Hang Anh lai gat dau khong dap.

“Vu thit ba, 1a cdi chét cia Ton ghé. Thoi gian ti vong ctia han wéc chirng
vao khoédng gid Ngo, ma lic ay huynh lai & phwong Pai Ninh, bi may ba
thim ng6i hong mat trong goc khuat bat gap.”

Chu T Tan dang mua bt toc ky cling dirng phat lai, ng& ngang nhin
Trwong Hang Anh.

Trewong Hang Anh map may méi, cudi cung l1én tiéng phan tran: “T6i... toi
cling chang hiéu sao lai trung hgp nhw vay nita... Thyc ra hom ay t6i dén
phuwong Dai Ninh, nhuwng... nhueng chang lam gi cd, that day! To6i nghe
nguoi trong kinh don rang Ton ghé dang nhot minh trong 16ng sat, nén dén
xem thtr...”

“Gitra triva hé nang chang chang ma huynh doi nang di ca nira thanh
Truwong An, tit Tay sang Pong, chi dé chitng thyc cau chuyén cuwdi vé Ton
ghé v?” Hoang Tw Ha lanh lung vat lai.

Truwdce thai do lanh nhat cua co, Treong Hang Anh lung tung, khong ngo co
lai dot ngdt héi van lai nhw thé. Ngap ngirng hoi lau, ga méi nghién rang
dap: “To6i bay gio... c6 mang theo dao.”

Chu T Tan bdi réi cam chat cay but thir nguwdi ra, bat gap cai lwvom cua
Hoang Tw Ha, méi cam cui chép lai nhitng 16i Trwong Hang Anh ké ra
giay.

“Toi dinh dén giét Ton ghé, nhung khi dén mdi phat hién nha han kién co6
vo cung, khong mot khe h@, chang khac nao mot cai 1ong sat, khong sao 1én
vao dugc... Vi thé, toi danh quay ve.”
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“Sao lai mudn tim Toén ghé?”

“Vi trong tran hon loan & chua Tién Phiic hém ay... Lic Tich Thay bi roi
mdi, toi che cho c6 ay, roi bi ddm dong day dén sat twong. Bay gio toi gio
tay chong vao twong, chan cho c6 ay, ca hai ditng d6 khong thé nhic
nhich... Pung liac ay, Tén ghé cling c6 mat & chua, hon nita, lai bi dong
ngwoi day dén canh ching t6i...” Truong Hang Anh ké rat khé, trong mat
bung Ién m&t ngon Itva dit doi chwa tirng thay, khoanh khac ay, nam nhan
chat phac 6n hoa nay da boc 16 niém cam han chon sau tan day long, khién
nhitng ngwdi nghe hiéu ra rang, du 1a nguwoi that tha ngay thang dén dau
cling c6 lic mudn bat chap tat ca dé giét chét ké thu.

Tich Thuy siét chat nam tay lai dat 1én ngwc, thé déc. Vi khoc 16¢c qua
nhiéu, mat nang da swng hup ca 1én, gio chi c6 thé nham nghién mat lai,
gong hét sitc nén tiéng nirc na.

“Ton ghé... trong thdy A Dich, trong thay toi dang che chan cho ¢6 ay...”
Long nguc Treong Hang Anh phap phong dit doi, giong nghen lai vi cam
han: “Anh mét hdn nhin A Pich, ct nhu rén doc vay... Roi hdn bdng bat
cwoi ho ho, dwong duong tw dac néi... noi rang...”

Truwong Hang Anh khong ké tiép dugc nita, chi cui dau, nghién chat hai
ham rang, nét mat hung ac.

“Han noi, cai giay 6ng Ton may di nat roi, van c6 thang nhat vé di a.”
Giong Tich Thuy rat khé, nghen ngao khan dac.

DPo6i mat dé ngau cia nang trgn tritng, nhw thé Tén ghé dang ditng ngay
tredc mat, con nang phai xong tdi 16c titng miéng xwong miéng thit han ra
maGi cam long.

Hoang Tw Ha cling cdm thay mot ngon Itta hirng hwe boc 1én dau, gitta troi
néng ham hap, ca nguwdi cd6 nhw boc hoa, chi han hom ay & chua Tién Phiic
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minh khong tém 1dy T6én ghé, ném han xu6ng bun.

Chu T Tan bén canh da quang but 1én ban raa: “P6 khon! D€ ta bam xac
han thanh trdm manh!”

Hoang Tt Ha hit sdu mot hoi, gang nén con gian trong long xudng, nhac
gd: “Tw Tan lo ghi lai di, dirng phan tam!”

Chu T Tan ham hyc nhat but 1én: “Ta phuc Sting Co6 that ddy, thé ma ciling
nhin duogc w.”

“Luc tra an, ky nhat la dé tinh cdm chen vao, phai luon dat ban than ra
ngoai, thi mdi quan sat rd dwgc cuc thé.” Néi r6i, cb lai quay sang bao
Trwong Hang Anh va Tich Thuy: “Hai vi binh tinh lai di... Ton ghé dang la
loai cam tht, khong biét Iic &y Trwong nhi ca phan tng thé nao?”

Trewong Hang Anh nghién rang dap: “Bdy gi0 toi chi mudn xong tGi danh
han chét twoi! Ti€c rang trong chua rat hon loan, chen chiic dong nghet, t6i
khong sao lach téi cho han dugc, danh tro mat nhin han nhon nhon bo di!”

Hoang T Ha lai hoi Tich Thiy: “Thdy Trwong nhi ca phan né nhw thé, c6
nwong nghi gi?”

Tich Thiay cham cham lac dau, gio tay 1én day huyét Thai dwong dang gian
giat, khé nhoc dap: “Bay gio t6i... chi thdy minh da chét roi, khong nhin
khong nghe dugc gi nita ca, Trwong nhi ca lam gl... toi cling khong c6 cam
giac. Sau d6 Truong nhi ca diu t6i vé... Toi cling chang biét minh vé nha
thé nao nira...”

“Trwong nhi ca, Idc dé huynh da biét than phan thuc ctia A Dich clng
nhitng viéc c6 ay gap phai, cting biét ro bi kich cua c6 ay khong chi do Ton
ghé gdy ra, ma con c6 ban tay Nguy Hy Man, diing khong?”
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Trudc cau hoi cia Hoang Tw Ha, Treong Hang Anh sitng ra, khong biét tra
10i thé nao.

Chu T Tan lién xen vao: “Lan trwdc Trwong nhi ca ké véi ta rang, truéde
d6 huynh ay khong biét chuyén cia Tich Thuy, cling khong biét ndi tinh lai
lien quan t&i phu cong chua.”

“Trwong nhi ca n6i doi, dung khong?” Hoang Tt Ha ditng day, di dén canh
Na Phat Sa, 1ay tap tai liéu cta Pai Ly Ty tir chiéc hom trén Iwng no, rit ra
mot t0 cho moi nguwoi xem.

“Trwong nhi ca ké véi T Tan rang, khi Nguy Hy Man chét chay, huynh
khong biét y 1a Nguy Hy Man, ciling khong trong thay Nguy Hy Man bat
Itra thé nao, phai khéng?”

Truwong Hang Anh ldng 1é gat dau.

“Nhung nguoi Pai Ly T lai diéu tra dwgc mot chuyén vun vat trong phu
cong chia: may hom truwdc khi xdy ra chuyén & chua Tién Phic, thudc cong
chida thuwong uong sap hét, ma Thai Y Vién lai thiéu mot vi thuoc nén chwa
ché dwoc. Thé 1a Nguy Hy Man, ké thao vat nhat bén canh cong chiia ben
di khap mdy tiém thuoc 16n trong kinh tim mua. Sau khi vé pha, y con noi
vdi ngwoi khac rang, hién gio trong cac tiém thudc ¢ kinh thanh, Poan
Thuy Buong cé thé xép hang dau, san phoi thudc thi rong ménh mong, tén
giup viéc chuyén xdc thudc & do trong ciling khoi ngo dinh dac, hon han cac

2

nha.

Trewong Hang Anh ngo6i bat dong, anh mat nhin dan vao mat ban da, khong

chdp.

“Pai hoan quan pht Bong Xwong cong chia dich than dén tan san phoi tim
mua thu6c, con quan sat huynh xéc thuoc, 1€ nao huynh lai quén v? Du
huynh khong biét nghe ngéng, chang 1é khong ai néi v4i huynh nguoi dé la
ai?”
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Chu T Tan ngac nhién nhin Trwong Hang Anh, mat nhan nhw bi: “Truong
nhi ca thanh thyc nhv vay ma... cling gat ta u?”

“Pau chi c6 thé.” Hoang Tt Ha nhin cham cham Trwong Hang Anh,
“Trwong nhi ca, huynh ciing da biét Nguy Hy Man la mot trong nhitng ké
dau s6 hai Tich Thuay thanh ra nhw thé, ding khong?”

“Phai... La t6i gat cac vi.” Trwong Hang Anh cudi cung cling 1én tiéng,
giong khan ddc, cham rai ma kho nhoc tra 16i: “T6i da biét than phan thuc
ctia A Pich twr 1au r6i. Bai thé to6i ting dén tiém nhang deén nha ho Lt xem
c6 nén bao vdi cha co dy rang c6 ay chuwa chét, dang ¢ nha toi hay
khong...”

Nao ngo khi dén, ga lai phat hién mdy ngudi, trong dé c6 ca Nguy Hy Man,
hoan quan phu cong chiia ma ga tirng gap, dang khiéng mot bao tai kha
ndng di vao.

Nguwoi phu cong chua cir @ mai trong nha khong ra, ga loang thoang nghe
thady may tiéng “Tich Thuy”, bén 1én dén dudi song cira, ap tai vao twong
nghe lén.

Pau tién la giong Nguy Hy Man hong hach: “Lao Lit a, Tich Thiy mao
pham cong chuia nén ta méi sai nguwoi danh cho mot tran. Nao ngo co ta
khong chiu dwgce don roi, méi danh mdy cai da ngat xiu. Phu cong chia
khong thé gilt ngwoi lai duwdng thwong, dwong nhién phdi dwa ra ngoai. Vé
sau gdp phdi chuyén dé thi lién quan gi tGi ching ta? Hom nay ta noéi thang,
xdy ra chuyén nhw vay la do con gai lao xui xéo, chang lién quan gi t6i phu
cong chua ca! Gio chang qua cong chia va pho ma thwong hai cac nguoi
nén mdi ban cho nhitng thit nay, dé cac nguoi khéi néi lung tung ra ngoai,
boi nho thanh danh pht céng chia day thoi, 1do cé hiéu khong ha?”

Bén trong vang 1én tiéng Lt Chi Nguyén x6c x6c may dinh bac, r6i cham
rai néi: “Cac cong cong ctr yén tam, toi da cho con gai mot sgi day thung,
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dé no ty di tim 14y binh yén roi, sau nay sé khong bao gio xuat hién truée
mat cac vi nira dau.”

“Lao biét thé 1a tot.” Nguy Hy Man ném lai mot cau roi quay lwng dan may
hoan quan kia di thang.

Trewong Hang Anh nap duéi ctra so, nghe ching vira di vira chwi raa: “Lao
gia khon kiép nay, song chang dugc may lau ma nhan tién nhanh thé, cling
chdng ty nhin lai xem minh c6 s6 huwéng hay khong?”

“Pung thé, 1ao khong con khong cai, sau nay chét di dé tién cho ai!”
“X01i, ngwoi con sg lao khong tiéu hét may dong tién con con dy sao!”

Trewong Hang Anh thuat lai chuyén hém do roi thir ngwoi ra, anh mat dirng
& Tich Thuy, diu giong: “A Dich, gio khong sao nita roi, nhitng ké gay ra bi
kich ctia mudi déu da chét ca... Sau nay mudi nhat dinh sé hanh phtc.”

Tich Thiy mé to doi mat swng hip nhin ga, khong n6i mot 10i.

Trai lai, Chu T Tan ngd ngang run run hédi: “Trwong nhi ca, 1€ nao... hung
thu la huynh that u?”

Trewong Hang Anh lac dau phan bua: “Khong phdi t6i, ding la t6i muon giét
ching, nhung khong c6 co hoi.”

Hoang T Ha nhin hai ngudi trudc mat, mot bén la nam ti@ khoi ngo ngay
thang, mot bén 1a thiéu ni¥ thanh ti thao vat, von la mot cap dep doi, nhung
ai ma ngo duogc, gitta ho lai c6 bay nhiéu mwa sau gié tham, long dong trac
tré nhuwong ay?

Nghi vay, co chi biét thd dai, ra y bdo Chu Tt Tan gap giay bt lai roi noi:
“Truwong nhi ca, hy vong lan nay huynh khong néi doi ching t6i. Ciing
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mong rang ching toi sé khong tim thay thém chitng ¢t pham t6i ctia huynh
ntta.”

Truwong Hang Anh ditng day cuii dau khong n6i. Than hinh cao 16n caa ga
lic nay chgt cong xudng, twa ho cai ganh trén vai da qua nang, khién ga
khong thé ty cha, cling chang 1ay lai dugc long hang hai nhw xwa nita.

Anh mit Hoang T Ha lai ditng & Tich Thy, cd néi nhu than thd: “Hy
vong bitc tranh kia mau quay tré vé. S6m giao dugc cho Pai Ly T, coi
nhu cling xong mot viéc.”

Ra khoi nha hg Trwong, Hoang Tt Ha mot muc lang thinh. Ngay ca Chu
T Tan hang ngay van b6 16 ba la, gig cling im nhu théc.

Ga cuoi Tiéu Ha theo sau Na Phat Sa, cung c6 di vé phia Bong. Vong qua
phuwong Lé Tuyén vao chg Tay, gd mdi hoi: “Ta di dau day?”

Hoang Tw Ha dap: “Tdi tim 6ng cha tiém ngwa Tién Ky, Tién Quan Sach.”

Mat tién tiém ngya Tién Ky chiém mot khoanh rat rong ¢ chg Tay, vira vao
da thdy. Nhung mdy tau ngua trong khoanh san ménh mong phia sau con
16n hon. Ong chi Tién Quan Sach dang ha hé di lai giita nhitng day
chu6ng, quan sat con nay, vo vé con kia, hai long ra mat.

“Chao 6ng chu Tién.” Hoang Tw Ha 1én tiéng.

Vé thoa man tat lim, nét mat Tién Quan Sach chuyén sang boi roi cing
niém nd day khach sao: “Ai da, Duong cong cong! Khong kip tiép dén
cong cong tir xa, tai ha that la that 16!

“Pau co, la ta khong muon kinh dong ong chu Tién, nén khong dgi dwoc
thong bao da di thang vao xem ngua.” Noéi roi c6 giao cwong ngua cho tay
gilt ngwa canh do.
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Vra trong thay Na Phat Sa, Tién Quan Sach da sang mat 1én, san dén so
nan vuot ve né mot lwgt roi tdm tac: “Ngua tot, dang la ngya tot ma...
Trong sO cac thét ngwa da qua tay tdi bao nam nay, chang con nao bi dwoc
con nay ca. Cong cong tim dau ra no vay?”

“Um... Chu cii ché né qua hién hoa nén giao cho ta cudi tam.” Poan
Hoang Tt Ha vao dé ngay, “Ong cha Tién, gac chuyén nguwa qua mot bén
di, hom nay ta dén la cé viéc mudn thinh gido 6ng.”

“Oi, khong ddm khong dam, cong cong co gi cit héi di, toi nhat dinh biét
dén dau khai dén day, biét hét khai hét!” Tién Quan Sach n6i ma mat khong
roi Na Phat Sa, day vé thém mudn.

Chu T Tan rau 11 dat con Tiéu Ha cia minh vao budc canh Na Phat Sa dé
hai con cting an co. Vira trong thdy ga, Tién Quan Sach vdi chap tay chao:
“Chu cong ti¥! Nguong mo da 1au, lan nay dwoc cong ti ha c6 dén tham,
that la vinh du cho t6i qua!”

“Ong biét ta u?”
“Cong ti khéo dua, trong thanh Trewong An nay c6 ai khong biét cong ti?”

Hoang Tw Ha nghe noi lién quay sang xem xét bo do hom nay Chu T Tan

mic. Ao lua mau xanh canh tra, thit lung vang cam, di giay do, deo du thi

day nhg trang sitc lung nhiing, hén chi nguwdi trong kinh thanh chi can trong
thady mot lan, nhat dinh sé cé an twgng sau sac, khong thé nao quén.

Chu Tt Tan ciing chip tay chao Tién Quan Sach: “Ong chii Tién, ta ciing
nghe danh 06ng da lau, nghe néi 6ng la ngwdi lam an gioi nhat kinh thanh,
trong vong muwoi ndm ma phat dat dén thé nay, qua la truyén ky, truyén
k}‘,!”

“Pau c6, déu nho phic moi ngwoi ca thoi.” Tién Quan Sach cudi kha dan
ho vao trong, ngo6i xuéng mot tam tham Ba Tw day dan, lai sai ngwdi hau
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pha tra, r6i héi: “Chang biét hai vi dén c6 viéc gi? Khong rd phu Quy
vrong co viéc sai bao, hay la nha mon b Hinh c6 gi can dan?”

“Thuc khong dam gidu, gio hai chiing ta déu bi Pai Ly Ty phai di diéu tra
mdy vu an lién quan t6i pht cong chia.” Hoang T Ha vao dé ngay.

Co thit trén gwong mat nung nudc cta Tién Quan Sach gian giat, han lo lang
phan tran: “Dwong cong cong, lan treedc tiéu nhan da trinh bay vdi ngai réi
day thoi, toi va pho ma qua that chi gap nhau c6 ding ba lan, that ma! Con
cong chua thi, toi xin thé rang minh vo duyén vo phic, xwa nay chua tirng
dugc gap!”

“Lan nay ta dén khong phai hoi vé viéc pho ma.” Hoang T Ha bung chén
tra néng hoi vira pha, quan sat han qua man khoi: “Ta chi muén hoi 6ng cha
Tién, vé viéc... con gai 6ng muwdi nam trwde.”

Co mat Tién Quan Sach dang gian giat bong citng do, han ngdy nguoi that
lau m@i thd hat ra, ca nguwdi sup xudng, nhw mot dong thit chdy nhao ra trén
tham: “Dwong cong cong, con gdi toi... 0i, bong dung cong cong hadi dén
chuyén muoi nam tredce lam gi?”

“Ta nghe néi nam xwa 6ng cha Tién dat diu ca nha tir qué 1én day lanh nan,
dén noi thi nhan tui, phai lang thang ngoai dwong kiém an, suyt thi chét doi.
S6 von dau tién dé khdi nghiép, 1a 14y tu...”

“La tir tién ban con gai.” Tien Quan Sach cét 15i ¢6, giong mét moi, “Al,
tuy toi chang con mat miii nao ma noéi ra, nhung cong cong da biét thi toi
danh ké vay. Muoi nam trede, Hoang Ha doi dong khién qué t6i bi lut, nha
ctra rudng vuon ngap ung ca. Téi thdy khong con dwong song, danh dat diu
V0O, con gai, cung hai dita con trai 1én kinh. Két qua trén dwong di vo toi
lam bénh qua doi, danh dao h6 chon ngay bén duwdong. Ve sau toi phat dat,
quay lai tim kiém mdy lan ma khong sao tim thay ché chon ba ay nira...”

Chu T Tan rat gidy bt ra, bat dau miét mai ghi chép rat chuyén nghiép.
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Thay ga ghi lai, Tién Quan Sach hoi chan chw, xong van ké tiép: “Sau khi
dan ba dita nhé dén Trwdong An, toi qua ting quan. Buon ban thi khong c6
von, lam viéc nang thi doc dwong lan 16i dén day, t6i da doi dén bai hoai ca
nguoi roi. Thé 1a toi danh dat theo ba diva con 1€ 16t xin com ngoai pho,
duwgc ngay nao hay ngay nay, xong cit thé mai thi mot nguwdi 16n va ba tré
nho déu phai chét déi. Cho t&i mot hdm, cha con t6i dang xin com thi trong
thay mot hoan quan di tim mua cung ni* hoan quan, mot dira tré la nam
quan tién. T6i bén nhin lai ba da con, tinh rang néu ban di mot diva, kiém
it tién von lam an, khéng chirng hai dita kia con c6 con dwong song. Thé 1a,
toi ben bao Hanh nhi, con gai minh: ‘Hanh nhi, hai em con con it tudi, hon
nita sau nay con trai 16n 1én phdi n6i doi tong duong, ding khong nao? Chi
bang con di theo vi cong cong kia di.” Bay gio Hanh nhi khoc 16¢ tham
thiét, cit 6m ghi 14y chan t6i khong buong. Nhung t6i cling chang c6 cach
nao, danh ng6i xuéng 6m lay né6 ma nwéc mat rong rong, do danh, ‘Hanh
nhi, 1an nay con vao cung lam cung nit, sé dugc an ngon mac dep, nhung
néu hai em vao cung lam hoan quan thi sé phai cat bé boé phan bén dwdi.
Con no6i xem, con danh long dé em minh chiju dau dén nhw thé v? Nguoi
lam chi nhw con, sao lai khong hiéu chuyén thé?’”

K€ dén day Tién Quan Sach cling roi nwdc mat. Mot ngwoi dan 6ng ngoai
ti tuan ma con khéc nitc n@, nwdc mat lan dai trén gwong mat phi non,
ngodn ngoeo chdy xudng, nhin hét sttc titc cwoi, nhung Hoang T Ha va
Chu T Tan chang ai cwdi noi, chi thay xét xa.

“Qi, ding 1a cai kh6 bé cai khon... Gid nghi lai hanh dong ban con gai ndm
ay, chang phai rat khon nan u? Trong cung cam moi ndam c6 bao nhiéu cung
nit* am tham chét di, bi quang ra bai tha ma, ném xudng ho roi vui dat 1én,
thé la xong mot kiép nguwdi. Nhung lic do khong con dudng song nita, chi
trong vao mot minh Hanh nhi, nén t6i danh...” Tién Quan Sach cui gam
mat, rau 11 ké, “Toi dung tién ban Hanh nhi lam vén bat dau bu6n co6 kho,
trong khi buon ban lai gap dugc quy nhan mach t6i ra quan ngoai mua
ngwa. Toi gdp may, ti hai ba thét ngwa ban dau, mua di ban lai thanh muoi
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may thdt, vé sau c6 chit tiéng tam, mot 1an triéu dinh dat mua may nghin
th&t ngua, thé 1a phat 1én. Lai cwdi mot vg mot thiép, mudn sinh thém dira
con gai, nao ngd bay nhiéu nam nay, tiéu thiép ciing chi sinh dwgc mot con
trai. TOi nghi c6 1€ ong troi trung phat, doi nay toi sé khong co6 con gai

»

ntra...

Hoang Tt Ha diu giong an ti: “Ong chi Tién, ciing con may, trdi xanh da
thwong x6t dé ong tim thay con gai tai phti cng chia réi con gi.”

“Pung thé, nhung Hanh nhi khong chiu tha thit cho t6i...” Tién Quan Sach
than thd, “Toi 1én dén phu cong chia tham n6é ma né khong cho thay miat,
chi ding sau birc binh phong, chia cho t6i xem vét b6t hoi nhé. T6i dwa do
an thitc méc dén cho né, n6 bao gio ciing biéu qua dap 1é... Nhung no
khong chiu gdp toi, noi rang tir khi bi ban di da 1ap 10i thé, khong bao gic
nhin mat t6i nita.” Han bu6n rau khom han lvng xuong, lac dau, “Kiép nay,
biét dwgc con gai van con song, néi dugc véi ndé may cau, toi thay cling du
lam r6i.”

Lan nay, Chu Tw Tan cling budt miéng hoi: “Sao 6ng biét dwoc... ngudi
diéng cach binh phong ay la con gai minh?”

“Puong nhién la n6 réi. Vét bot trén tay nguwoi do giong hét con gai toi,
mau hong hong ngéd xanh cling giong hét! Khéng phai né thi con ai?” Tién
Quan Sach qua quyét lac dau, ra sitc bdo vé su thye da tim dugce con gai,
“Hudng ho gia lam con gai t6i thi c6 1gi 16c gi dau? Chang qua téi chi cho
né may thit do an, nao cé gi dang tién. Chi doc mot lan, né bdo, chg ngoai
pho c6 ban loai do choi héi bé né thich choi nhuwng bi ngudi ta virt di? Toéi
lién di tim mua ngay, lan sau lai tham dwa cho n6, né biéu lai t6i mot chiéc
hop. Téi ciing khong dé ¥, ndo ngd vira md ra xem... Oi, diing 1 giat ndy
ca minh.”

Tién Quan Sach duwong nhw khong hé titc gian viéc ho hoai nghi con gai
minh, vira néi vira ditng day di vao trong, lach cach mé khoéa dong khoa hoi
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lau, m@&i bung mot chiéc hop ra dat trede mat ho, vé tu hao: “Céc vi xem
nay, la con gai biéu t6i day.”

Chiéc hop lam tir go ti dan, trén khac hoa van tinh té, thoat nhin da biét
chang phai tam thuwong. Vira mé hop, Hoang T Ha va Chu T Tan ciing
ngay ra.

Bén trong la mdt con coc chirng nira ban tay, bang vang rong, ngoi trén mot
phién 14 sen bang ngoc phi thiy. Nhitng n6t mun trén minh né lam bang da
quy du mau, ngay hat swong trén la cling la mot vien pha 1é dugc mai tron,
lan di 1an lai trén phién 14 xanh biéc, nhin dep v0 cung.

Tién Quan Sach ty dac khoe: “Bay gid t0i cling giat thot minh, 1ap tic dwa
tra lai, bdo no6: ‘Hanh nhi, thit quy gia thé nay, sao con c6 thé tién tay biéu
cha dwgc?’ Cac vi doan xem n6 noéi sao? N6 ndi trong phu cong chia day

nhitng th nhu thé, cai nay la cong chda khong thich méi ban cho no6, bao

t0i c¥ viéc nhan, khong sao ca. Thi nit di theo n6 cling noi, ‘Pung thé, day
la vat cong chuia ban tang, 6ng c cam di, khong viéc gi dau.””

Poan Tién Quan Sach dong nap hop lai, 6m vao long, tam tac, “Biét duoc
bay gio Hanh nhi pht quy nhuw thé, cong chua lai doi tot véi nd, toi cling
yén tam roi. Chi mong mat lic nao d6 n6 chiu nhin mat, goi toéi mot tiéng
cha, dy la t6i théa nguyén.”

Hoang T Ha va Chu T Tan nhin nhau, ¢6 néi: “Dting vay, thé nay la
mirng roi.”

Tién Quan Sach c 6m khw khw cai hop, vé mat vira x6t xa lai vira tw hao.
Hoang Tt Ha héi tiép: “Con chut viéc nita phai thinh gido 6ng chu Tién?”

“Xin Duwong cong cong ctt noi.”
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“Ta nghe néi, ong da tang cho Xwong Bo, ngwdi cai quan nha bép ctia cong
chua, mot it linh lang hvong?”

“A, diing 1a c6 chuyén nay.” Tien Quan Sach gat dau, “Xwong Bo gitp toi
tim dwgc Hanh nhi, t6i phai cam ta co dy chi?”

Hoang Tt Ha cuoi: “Ong chi Tién qua 1a cao nhd, ngudi binh thuwong chi
biét biéu tién, ai ma nghi dén viéc tang linh lang huwong?”

“Qi chao, vi Xwong B0 bao 1én It nhan tién ctia ngwdi ngoai phi 1a i to.
Sau d6 ldc roi phu cong chua, t6i lai gap Lit Chi Nguyén. Biét t6i da tim
dwoc con gai, lao cling mung cho toi.”

Hoang T Ha rung minh: “Ong ciing biét Lt Chi Nguyén u?”

“T6i co biét. Bat dau tir nam ngoadi, t6i da thué mot nhom tho né, chuyén
nhan xay nha ddo ng6i. Rat nhiéu ngwdi nhan lic xay nha mudn duc luon
héc twong dé dat nén, hodc gan gia nén 1én twong, nén t6i hop tac véi lao
ta. Luc con gdi lao gap chuyén, t6i con ké chuyén con géi t6i cho lao nghe,
khuyén lao thuong 1ay con bé, dirng rida xa khinh khi n6 nita, tiéc rang lao
gia c6 chap do6 khong nghe...”

“Vay Lt Chi Nguyén bao gi 6ng?”

“Lao ta ay ha, l1ao biét t6i can tim thi gi d6 dé cam on Xwong Bo, bén goi y
Vi t6i rang, nit nhan thwong thich nhitng thit nhw hoa dep hay hwong thom,
vira hay tiém nhang den nha 1ao méi nhap mot 16 linh lang hvong thugng
hao dé chuan bi cho phap hoi ¢ chua Tién Phiic, néu t6i muon, 1do sé san
cho t6i mot it. Nghe 1do ndi cling c6 ly nén toi tan thanh. Hom sau, toi t6i
tiém nha lao 1ay sau lang linh lang hwong dem biéu Xwong Bo6, con lam
theo 101 Lir Chi Nguyén, chi cho ¢6 4y moi ngay trude khi di nga dot chirng
mot hai que, sé gilip ngu ngon, an than.”

“Sau do, nguoi ¢ phu cong chua c6 ai tdi tim ong doi thém khong?”
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“Sao cong cong lai biét?” Tién Quan Séach kinh ngac hoi, “Sau dé sau bay
hom, Nguy Hy Man cong cong & phu cong chia ty duwng dén tim, néi toi tw
thong v6i Xuwong Bo, néu khong cho y thém hwong liéu, y sé lam toang 1én.
T6i nhitc dau qua, danh dan y tGi ché Lt Chi Nguyén, dinh mua thém thi
cho y. Nao ngd Nguy Hy Man vira trong thay ldo Lt da tai mét mat, luon
miéng giuc 1do lay linh ldng hwong cho minh, bdo rang c6 viéc gap phai di,
xong lao ¢ luc duc mai bén trong khong chiu ra. T6i thay tén Nguy Hy
Man dé thue khé day, ben kiém c@ chuén thang.”

Hoang Tt Ha hoi: “Do6 la hom nao?”

“Pé t6i nhd xem nao... Cé 1é 1a...” Tién Quan Sach gai dau nghi ngoi hoi
lau ro6i dap, “Mot ngay trudc phap hoi ¢ chua Tién Phic. Bung, chinh la
mot ngay trede khi pha cong chiia cé ngudi bi chét chay trong phap hoi.”

“Tén hoan quan bi thiéu chét d6 chinh la Nguy Hy Man, 6ng cha Tién c6
biét khong?”

“Qi chao... Pung 1a...” Tien Quan Sach kinh ngac thét 1én, ddi vai von da
thang day, gio lai khom xudng, “Hai quy nhan 0i, toi no6i thye ddy! Chuyén
nay khong lién quan gi dén t6i dau! That ma! To6i chi dan y dén cho Lir Chi
Nguyén r6i di théi! Cac vi xem, ctta hang ctia 1ao cach tiém to6i khong xa,
t0i va Nguy cong cong chi gap nhau chitng mot khac théi... Néu, néu
chuyén nay c6 van dé gi, thi nhat dinh la & L& Chi Nguyén!”

“Vay lic Ton ghé chét ¢ phwong Pai Ninh, 6ng cling c6 mat & hién trvong
thi sao?”

Tién Quan Sach budn ruoi rugi, gat dau: “Pai Ly Ty cling truyén goi tiéu
nhan vé viéc nay roi. Nhung lic téi budc vao, qua thwe Ton ghé da chét roi
ma! Sap thoi um 1én r6i! Pai Ly Ty da tra ro, viéc nay khong lién quan gi
dén toi nén mai tha cho vé... Cong cong no6i xem, t6i c6 xui xéo khong...”
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Tién Quan Sach ct 1ai nhai mai, chung quy chi la kéu ca xui xéo, Chu Tt
Tan chan chang buon ghi, bén gac but, gap gidy lai, nhin sang Hoang Tt
Ha.

Hoang Tt Ha bén ditng day chip tay hanh 18 véi hin: “Ong cht Tién, hém
nay quay ray lau qua, mong o6ng dirng dé bung nhé.”

“Pau dam dau dam! Hoan nghénh cac vi tdi choi thuvong xuyén...” Poan
han nhan nhé néi thém, “Di nhién, néu lan sau t&i khong phai vi viéc cua
Pai Ly Tu thi cang t6t.”

14

Phan loan mong manh

R0 khoi tiém ngwa Tién Ky, Chu T Tan luén miéng than van: “Chan chét
di dugc... C¢ phai nghe may chuyén 1ai nhai d6 mai, thi thé dé ta tro tai
dau r6i? Giady phut vu an dugc vach tran trong chdp mat cling & dau roi?”
“Tra 4n von nham chan ma, gio viéc cong tir can lam la rit t* mé bong
bong dé nhitng manh méi quan trong nhat, roi sap xép lai moi thit.” Hoang
Tw Ha vra ndi vira di trén con duong trong chg Tay.

Chu T Tan nhan nhé héi: “Bi dau day?”

“Tiém nhang den nha ho L&.”

“Gi co? Lai t6i hoi han 1do khon d6é a?” Chu T Tan dat Tiéu Ha, ham huc

néi: “Cé luc ta thyec muodn thay Tich Thiy cho 1ao mot cai tat! Cong cong
bdo, trén doi cé hang ngudi khon nan dén thé u?”

“Trwdc khi chan twdng hé 10, két luan gi cling la qua sém.” Hoang T Ha
dap, doan budc Na Phat Sa vao mot goc cay bén duwong, di thang vao tiém
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nhang den.

L Chi Nguyén dang lam bac nén, nhitng than sy thd c6 manh c6, sau khi
twdc duge xép déu tam tap. Nghe tiéng budc chan ngwoi di dén, 1do chang
buon ngang 1én, chi héi: “Can gi?”

“Lir 140 tregng, lam an van kha ddy chit?” Hoang T Ha hoi.

Bay gio Lir Chi Nguyén mdi tir tir ngang 1én nhin co, réi lai cti dau tiép tuc
twéc say, “O, 1a ngai.”
“Lam phién lao treong r6i, 1an nay lai c6 viéc phai hoi, xin lao ché gian.”

Thay lao chang buon nhin dén minh, Hoang Tt Ha bén ty kéo ghé cung
Chu T® Tan ngoi xubng.

L Chi Nguyén van cam cti lam, xong Hoang T Ha ciing chang lay lam
diéu, than nhién héi: “Nghe ndi trudc hom Nguy Hy Man chét, tirng dén
tiem nha lao mua linh lang hvong?”

L& Chi Nguyén lam bam: “Tiém nha lao ban ca hvong lan nén.”

“Lao co thé thuat lai tinh canh hom Nguy Hy Man dén khong?”

“Tén lai cai trudc do tirng dén day dwa tién dén bu cua pha cong chia cho
ldo. Lan nay la do 6ng chu Tién dan dén, y vira m& miéng da doi linh lang
hwong, than rang minh mac chitng dau dau, thwong hay mat ngt, dung linh

lang hvong méi do phan nao. Cho ldo ciing chi con hai miéng, tong cong
ba lang bon tién, bén ban ca cho y, 1dy sdu tram tdam muoi dong.”

“Ban xong thi sao?”

“Lao dé y dén y lam gi, khach dén nha thi 1ao ban hang, thu tién xong la
thoi, chr lam gi nita?”
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Hoang T Ha ciling chang tranh cai, chi no6i: “T6i hom ay, Nguy Hy Man
mat tich. Ngudi phu cong chia tim khong thay y, dén ngay hom sau thi y
chét chay & chua Tién Phuc.”

L Chi Nguyén tr tir ngang 1én, nhin chong choc vao c6 bang doi mat duc
ngau: “Lé nao y cong cong mudn noi 1do cé lién quan dén cai chét cta y?”

Hoang Tt Ha nhin xoay vao lao, khong dap.

“MGt nguwoi da chan da tay, biét di biét chay, ngay hom sau con xudt hién
sO sO & chua Tién Phiic, hom trwéc dén tiém nha lao mua it hwong liéu thi
lién quan quai gi dén Pai Ly Tw.” Lt Chi Nguyén mac c6 ngoi do, dirng
day rat may sgi say dai nhat xoan chat vao nhau, bé vai ra ngoai, tao thanh
mot sgi tim nén khong 106.

Chu T Tan héi: “Cay nén 16n thé nay la dé bu vao cay bi chay & chua Tién
Phuc phai khong?”

“Phai, hom nay lam than nén, ngay mai sé dung sap mau quét 1én thanh
hinh rong phwgng hoa 14, sau do rac kim nhii 1én la xong.”

Xem ra lam mot cay nén to c6 rat nhiéu cong doan redm ra vat va, nhung
vao tay ké lao luyén nhuw Li* Chi Nguyén thi lai rat nhanh. Hoang Tt Ha
ngam nghi, roéi nhin sang tirng thung sap nén la liét, héi: “Lit lao trugng
thanh thao qua, hom truéc 1lao néi chuia Tién Phiic gom gép bao 1au méi du
sap cho lao lam doi nén, thé ma md&i may ngay lao da ty kiém da roi.”

“Lao song dén tirng nay tudi, chang danh dum dwgc bao nhiéu tién, nhung
sap nén thi cling trit dwoc it nhiéu.” Lit Chi Nguyén ndi doan 1ét sét kéo sgi
tim nén di ra sau nha. Chiéc n6i 16n phia sau dang dun sap, boc 1én mui gay
gay.

L Chi Nguyén nhting sgi tim nén boc trong lan vai vao noi dé né ngadm
dau sap, roi 16i mot khuon nén cao bang ngudi ra, dong thdi bung ra may

https://thuviensach.vn



chiéc thung 1én cé nho co.

Lao tréo lén ghé, dung cai mudi dong duwong kinh dén mot thwdc miic sap
long twr tir d6 day khuon va cac thung.

Hoang Tt Ha thuan miéng khen: “Lao tregng khde that day, sap luc tuan
r6i ma van mot minh lam viéc ndng thé nay.”

“Hirm, dam tré hién gio c6 dira nao chiu dwoc khé dau, méi hoc viéc dugce
hai hdm da chay mat tam, 1do cling hét cach.” Lit Chi Nguyén lanh lung
tiép, “Dao con tré, 1do tong quan, & trong doi cung no, mot tay givong dugc
cdy cung nang ba thach ay.”

“Q, thi ra ldo trgng tirng doc stic cho nwdc nha.”

No6i vay nhung Chu T Tan cling chang may dé tam, lai quay vé véi cha dé
cti, “Cai khuon nay hinh nhw nhé hon cay nén thanh pham?”

“Tim dau ra khudn cao dén mot tregng chit?” Lit Chi Nguyén vira muc sap
long vira dap: “Phai d6 vao cac thung nay cho sap dong lai, roi do ra ghép
lai v&i nhau, got gitia nhitng phan to nhé khong déu, phét mot 16p sap ra
ngoai dé co dinh, mé&i thanh mot cay nén hoan chinh.”

Chu T Tan ngay ng6 hoi: “Thé lam sao cho dwgc tim nén vao?”

L Chi Nguyén lvom ga: “Phan sap & gitta dong cham hon, nén sau khi
ghép lai, khong got giia v6i, ma nhan lic phan gitta con mém, budc maot
chiéc kim sat nung do6 vao sgi tim nén r6i cam vao khoi sap, cay kim sé
xuyén thang xudng tan dé.”

“Ra la thé!” Chu T Tan tram tro, “Qua nhién ba tram sdu muwoi nghé, nghé
nao ciling cé bi quyét.”
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Hoang Tw Ha dang nghi cach hoi Lit Chi Nguyén vé Ton ghé thi chot nghe
bén ngoai c6 nguwoi goi toang len: “Nay lao Lit! Lt Chi Nguyén!”

L Chi Nguyén chang bu6n dé tam, van mai miét rét sap.

Ké ngoai ctra xdc thang vao, giam chan hét 16n: “Nay lao Lit! Con bé Tich

Thiy nha lao... sap chét kia!”
L Chi Nguyén sitng nguwdi, ban tay dang cam chac chi€c muoi dong chot
run ban lén: “Gi co? N6 van chwa chét a?”

“Chua chét! C6 diéu lan nay sap chét that r6i!” Nghe thiy cau nay, ca
Hoang T Ha va Chu T Tan ciing ngan ra.

“Con gai lao dén Dai Ly Tu dau tha r6i, khai rang minh 1a hung thu giét
hoan quan phu cong chua va Ton ghé!”

Pai Ly Tu.

Heé dén gio an trwa la Thoi thiéu khanh ram rap vé nha dung com véi phu
nhan, vdy ma hom nay van con ng6i dé. Vira thady bon Hoang Tt Ha dén,
han mirng r& chay ra dén: “Tw Tan! Sung Co6! Tot qua réi, khong mat ti hoi
sttc nao hung tha da ty ra dau thd, may hom chay don chay dao cudi cuing
ciing két thic roi! Ap Iyc phii cong chida dé xudng ciling dwgc giai téa hét!”

Hoang Tt Ha theo han vao trong, miéng hoi: “Nghi pham nhan hét r6i u?”

“Nhan hét! A cam mot bitc tranh tdi tw thd, con néi 1a tha but cta tién
hoang gi d6, nhung ta nhin may dwong nét nguéch ngoac ay chang giong gi
ca.”

Ho vtra di vira néi, chang may chdc da ra phia sau dai sanh cta Pai Ly Tu.
Pai Ly Tw khong c6 nha lao, chi xay vai gian phong nho dang sau tam
giam pham nhan.
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Tich Thiy dang ng6i giita mot trong cac gian phong dé, than thd nhin canh
14 rung rinh theo gi6 ngoai ctra so.

Hoang Tw Ha, Chu T Tan cung ngudi ctia Pai Ly Ty budc vao, khép ctra
lai r6i goi nang: “Li Tich Thuy.”

Nghe goi, Tich Thuy ditng bat day theo phan xa, xong trong thdy may nam
nhan tredc mat, nang bat giac co rim nguoi lui lai.

Hoang T Ha biét nang van bi &m anh, v0i tran an: “Li¥ ¢6 nwong, ching
toi chi t6i tham van theo 1€ thoi, co c néi thyce 1a duwge.”

L Tich Thdy can moi, nhin c6 hoi lau ro6i lang 1€ gat dau.

Hoang T Ha ra hiéu cho nang ngoi xuong, con minh ditng mét bén, quan
sat hai vi tri sy Pai Ly Ty tham van.

“Tén ho, tudi tac, qué quan?”

“L& Tich Thuy... Mwoi bay tudi, ngwoi trong kinh.”

“Tu tha vé toi gi?”

Cap mat Tich Thdy van con sing hip, nang ngoi ngdy ra doé vé hoang hot,
that lau m@i cham chadm can méi, ndn ra may tiéng li nhi: “Dan nit da giét
nguoi. Giét... hai nguoi.”

Hai vién tri sy tir dau da biét nguyén nhan nang ty thi nén chang 1ay gi lam
ngac nhiéen, chi noi: “Ct khai thyc ra di.”

Giong Tich Thuy khan ddc, nang cham chap ké ditt quang: “Dan nit da
giét... Nguy Hy Man, hoan quan phua cong chda, va... Ton ghé... nguoi
phuong Pai Ninh.”

“Sao lai giét ngwoi? Giét bang cach nao?”
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“Nguy Hy Man lam hai dan ntt, sai ngudi danh dan nit dén ngat xiu roi virt
ngoai duong, khién dan nit bi...” N6i dén day, gwong mat do dan cia nang
16 ra vé cam han khong gidu giém, giong ké cting danh han lai: “Hom ay &
chua Tién Phic, dan nit danh roi mii c6 mang che, Truvong Hang Anh vira
cudi nhat gidp thi dan nit trong thay Nguy Hy Man... Y méac d6 hoan quan,
nhin rat n6i bat. Pung lic ay sdm sét giang xudng, cay nén no tung, trong
sap nén c6 tron nhiéu chat tao mau, rat dé bat Itva. Dan nir... dan nit cling
chang biét minh 1dy dau ra stc luc, ct nhw phat dién vay, khi Nguy Hy
Man bi dong nguwoi x6 dén gan, dan nit dot ngot day y mot cai, lam y nga
vao dong Itta dang chay, cd ngwoi tire thi bat Itra...”

Hoang Tw Ha ditng bén canh, im ldang lang nghe.
Tri sy lai hoi: “Vay con cai chét cia Tén ghé?”

“T6n ghé... tén cam thu do6... Han vung tién mua chudc dugc cha dan ni,
nhung dan nit nhat quyét khong tha cho han!” Tich Thiy da phan né dén
phat cuéng, giong noi ciing the thé khan dac, nghe rat dang sg, “Trwa hdm
ay dan nit téi phwong Pai Ninh tim T6n ghé, con s¢ minh la dan ba con gai,
khong du sic giét han nén da tam doc vao dao. Ga cam thu do6 nghe tiéng
dan ni* bén ma& ctra, dan nit 1ap tirc xong vao dam han hai nhat, han cuéng
quyt chay vao dong ctra lai. Dan nit con dinh b6i thém may dao nita, nhung
khong day dugc ctra, danh... bo di.”

Hoang T Ha quan séat Tich Thuy that k¥, r6i cham rai nhiu may: “Vay
thu6c doc c6 lay tir dau ra?”

Tich Thuy nghién rang dap: “Trong tu thuéc nha Trwong nhi ca c6 6
dau(*), huynh dy tirng day dan nit phan biét cac vi thudc.”

(*) O dau 1a cay thudc c6 ddc, tat ca cdc phan caa cdy déu chita doc chat,
nhiéu nhat la & ci. Ca 6 dau rat doc, lwgng doc c6 thé lam cho nguwoi té
cting chan tay, tac nghén mach mau, dong mau va chét. Do cyc doc nén
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tredc day mot s ngwoi da dung nwdc cda loai ci nay tam vao dau miii tén
khi san thad ritng. Tuy nhién, néu dwgc ché bién va st dung ding cach vai
liéu lwgng vira phai, thi lai la vi thudc quy.

“Nhung Ton ghé chét trén givong ma.”

“Co lé... co6 1é sau khi bj thuwong, han chay vao nam trén giwong, doc tinh
phat tac chét ngay tai dé.”

Tho6i Thuan Tram khé héi hai tri sy: “Nhitng diéu & khai nhan c6 khép véi
tinh tiét vu 4&n khéng?”

Mot tri sy gat dau: “Veét thwong kha nong, c6 thé xac thue 1a do nit i ra

tay.”

Tho6i Thuan Tram gat dau, quay sang hoi nang: “Lit Tich Thiy, ngwoi am
tham giét chét hai nguwoi, von khong ai hay biét, sao bong dung lai di dau
thd, ty tim dwong chét?”

Tich Thuy hit mot hoi that sau, 1ay hét can ddm nhin thang vao Thoéi Thuan
Tram: “Hai vu an nay lam nao dong ca kinh thanh, at sé khién ngudi vo toi
bi cudn vao. Dan nit tuy la phan gai chan yéu tay mém, nhung van biét 1é ai
lam ndy chiu. Huéng ho, dan nit cling muon tat ca nhitng ké tan ac duédi
gam troi nay hiéu rdo mot diéu, lam diéu ac nhat dinh sé gap bao ttng!”

Tho6i Thuan Tram nghe vay ciing cdm dong, gat dau than thd: “Tinh thuc
dang thuwong, nhung tdi khong thé tha dwgc!”

Mot vién tri sy hoi lai: “Nguwoi c6 biét viéc pho ma gia bi thwong trén san
kich cuc khong?”

Tich Thay cip mat gat dau: “Dan nit cé nghe néi... Treong Hang Anh, an
nhan ctia dan nit, hém ay ciing & d6.”
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“Chuyén nay co6 lién quan gi t6i nguwoi khong?”

Tich Thuy lac dau, nhung nghi nggi mot lic lai gat dau dap: “Dan nit toi
dang mudn chét... Nghe n6i Trwong Hang Anh phai ddu kich ctic, nén hém
ay dan nit da ¢ nha cau khan, cau cho doi thu ctia huynh ay nga ngwa, dé
Truwong Hang Anh thang... Dan nit nghi, c6 18 10i cau khan ctia minh da lot
dén tai Bo tat...”

Trudc 10i gidi thich nay, Thoi Thuan Tram danh béo hai vién tri sy: “Khéng
can viét cau nay vao nita, chac chang co6 lién quan gi dau.”

Tri sy lai hoi: “Nguwoi cam birc tranh kia dén day la sao?”

“DPo la bue tranh ¢ nha Trwong Hang Anh, hom trwde Pai Ly Ty doi nhung
huynh dy khong tim thay... Thyc ra la dan nit 1ay cap, dan nit cho rang thu
16n da tra, dinh roi khoi kinh thanh, xong khong c6 10 phi. Nghe noi buc
tranh ay la ngy bt cua tién hoang, dan nit nghi at la dang tién, bén danh
cap dem di cam, nao ng® Pai Ly T lai tdi tim, lam ndo dong ca 1én, nén
dan ni* danh chudc lai dwa dén day.”

“Nguoi cé biét trén dé vé gi khong?”

Tich Thay than tho lac dau: “Khong biét... Dan nit nhin mai chi thay ba
mang muyc den, bén... dem cam lay mwoi quan tién.”

Tri sy quay lai bam Tho6i Thuan Tram: “Chung thudc ha da dén tiém cam
do diéu tra, qua c6 chuyén nay. Ngudi ¢ tiém cam do tuy ciing khéng hiéu
tranh vé gi, nhung thay chat giay chat muyc déu t6t, 16p lua boi cling khong
té, cho rang lai lich khong phai tam thuong, nén bang long xuat mwoi
quan.”

Thoi Thuan Tram von la ké thwong hwong tiéc ngoc, chi biét nhin Tich
Thiy lac dau thd dai r6i hoi: “Lit Tich Thiy, nguoi cé gi muon néi nita
khong?”
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Tich Thay than thd quy & dd, hoi 1au méi ngang 1én nhin Hoang T Ha:
“Phién Dwong cong cong gitip dan nit chuyén 16i cho Trwong nhi ca, bao
huynh ay rang, kiép nay vo duyén, kiép sau A Dich xin két cé ngam
vanh... dén dap an tinh cia huynh ay.”

Hoang Tw Ha x6t xa gat dau: “DPugc.”

Moi ngudi lai kéo vao dai sanh. Mot vién chu sy trdi bitc hoa ra ban cho tat
ca cung xem.

Van la ba mang murc den si trén nén gidy gai vang boi lua trang, nhin rat
tinh t€ trang nha, nhuwng khong che day dugc sy thye ranh ranh: duwong nét
trong tranh rat vung vé nguéch ngoac.

Hoang Tw Ha va Chu T Tan du sao cling ti'ng xem roi, nén chi nhin qua,
khang dinh la bitc hoa lan triwéc, bén dwa mat nhin nhau.

Trai lai, Thoi Thuan Tram gan nhw dan mat vao tranh, sam soi hoi lau r6i
cau may: “Thit nay ma la ngy but tién hoang 4? Pung la dai nghich bat dao,
phi bang tien hoang!”

Cac quan vién Pai Ly Ty cling nhao nhao phu hoa, ra sttc bi boi bic tranh.
C6 diéu ndi thi néi vay, nhung day van la vat chitng, dgi moi ngwoi lui
xuong, Thoi Thuan Tram beén dich than cudn lai, toan cat vao kho.

Thay trong dai sanh khong con ai khac, Hoang T Ha lién héi nhé: “Thoi
thiéu khanh... cé thé cho t6i muwon bitc hoa nay dugce khong?”

Thoi Thuan Tram 19 vé khé xt: “Oi, chuyén ndy a... Duong cong cong,
day la vat chitng quan trong ddy. Tuy khong biét cé tac dung gi, nhung
thwong thi mot khi ban an chwa dinh ma cong cong da 1ay di, e 1a pham
luat...”

https://thuviensach.vn



Hoang T Ha bén rit trong nguwc 4o ra mat tam lénh tin, hai tay trinh lén:
“Thoi thiéu khanh, vay cho t6i dat coc 1énh tin pht Quy lai day, mugn tam
thiéu khanh ntra ngay, sdng s6m mai nhat dinh dwa tra.”

Tho6i Thuan Tram tram ngam nhin tam lénh tin, r6i qua quyét dat cudn
tranh vao tay co: “Cong cong phung ménh hoang thuwgng tra xét vu nay,
muoén cam vat chitng lién quan di nghién cttu cting la danh chinh ngon
thuan. C¥ viét mot manh gidy cho phong vat chirng thoi.”

L4y dugc cudn tranh, Hoang T Ha va Chu Tw Tan méi thay bung so6i ung
uc.

Ca hai ra ctra tir sang s6m, chay don chay dao gan nira kinh thanh, gio da
qua bita, com va thitc an ciing chang con, Thoi Thuan Tram danh giuc nha
bép Pai Ly Ty lam may mén don gidn dé ho 16t da.

An xong, ra khéi Pai Ly Tu, Hoang Tt Ha tién miéng héi thim ngudi gac
cong Pai Ly Ty vé vi Quy virong gia ngay lo tram viéc kia. Qua nhién cé
nguoi dap: “Nwa canh gio trudc, xe ngwa cua Ngu St Pai di qua day, danh
xe ghé lai uong tra c6 no6i, Quy vuong dang & bén do.”

Trong hoang thanh c6 rat nhiéu nha mon, trr6éc moéi nha mon déu dat mot
tam bang ghi 6, hé dwdi thiwgng thw bao nhiéu pham dé déu phai xuéng
ngwa. B4i vay, Chu Tt Tan va Hoang Tt Ha chang buon cudi ngua nita,
ma gt lai Pai Ly Ty r6i di bo dén Ngu St Dai.

Chu T Tan vira di vira nam tay 4o c6, ué odi néi: “Ta that... boi phuc Sung
Co day.”

Hoang Tt Ha gio tap h6 so cam trong tay lén che nang, quay lai héi: “Gi
co?”

“Ta noi 1a, that boi phuc tinh lwe cta cong cong...” Chu Tt Tan nhin co
day kinh phuc, “Chay don chay dao hon nira ngay trdi, ta mét gan chét, thé
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ma cong cong van thoan thoat chang can nghi ngoi gi ca.”

“Sau khi vu an xdy ra la phai gianh giat tirng chut thoi gian, khong thé bo
16 mé6t khac.” Roi nhw suc nhé ra, ¢6 voi thot 1én, “A phai, thi thé Tén ghé
gio dang ¢ dau? Cong tr cé nhd hinh dang hai vét thwong cia han khong?”

Nhac dén thi thé va vét thwong, Chu T Tan phan chan han 1én, hét nhw
dwgce an mot cuc da mat lanh gitta ngay hé néng nuc vay, hai mat ga sang
riee: “Ta da xem vét thwong roi, van con nhé nhu in! Cong cong mudn hoi
gi, ta co thé gidi dap ngay!”

Hoang Ttw Ha quay lai hoi: “T6i muén biét hinh dang cu thé cua vét thwong
cung hudéng dam.”

“MGt vét thwong ¢ dudi xuwong quai xanh vai trai, mot vét ¢ bén phai ron,
ca hai déu dam chéch xuodng twr trai qua phdi...” No6i dén day, Chu T Tan
bong ha hoc miéng ra, réi ddo mat nhin quanh, ha giong thi thao: “Néi vay
la... Tich Thay khai man u?”

“Um.” Hoang T Ha dap khé, “Néu Ton ghé ditng trudc mit Tich Thuy,
can ct¥ vao cach cam dao ctda co dy thi vét thwong phai tir trén xudng, chit
sao ¢ thé dam xién twr trai qua phai dugc? Chi khi déi phwong dang nam
nghiéng ma ngd mai c6 thé tao thanh vét thwong nhw thé thoi.”

Chu T Tan hit vao mot hoi, vé kinh ngac pha lan nghi hoac: “Nhung...
nhung tai sao Tich Thuay phai ra dau thu, vo hét toi trang vao minh? C6 ay
lam thé... 1a vi sao?”

Hoang Tw Ha ldang 1é nhin Chu T Tan héi lau, méi hwéng anh mat ra phia
sau lung ga.

Ho trong thdy mét nguwdi dang quy dwdi chan twong Pai Ly Tu.

Trwong Hang Anh.
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Chang biét ga da ngoi dé bao 1au. Chi thay ga cit cti gam mat nhin xuéng
dat, bat dong, anh mat than tho tan tac.

CCA
0]

Chu T Tan trgn tron mat ha h6¢c miéng nhin, mai méi 1én mot tiéng.

Bi hai nguwoi nhin cham cham that 1au, cu6i cung Trwong Hang Anh ciing
cam nhan duwgc. Ga tr tir ngang dau 1én, nhin vé phia ho. That 1au sau, anh
mat than tho cia gd méi binh thwong trd lai, dwong nhu by gio méi nhan
ra bon ho. Ga ditng day chao bang giong khan dac: “Duwong... huynh dé...”

Chura kip n6i hét cau thi doi chan té citng vi quy qua lau da khong nang do
noi than thé nita, ga loang choang ngoi phich xudng dat.

Trén dau la anh nang chéi chang, dwdi chan la mat dat nong nhu rang, ca
ngudoi ga nhuw bi nwéng chin, chang con cdm gidc gi nita, chi biét vin twong
run ray ditng day, tap ténh di vé phia ho.

Hoang Tt Ha dam dam nhin ga, vé mat phitc tap, Chu T Tan an can chay
dén do ga. Trwong Hang Anh véc ngudi cao 16n, tuy Chu Tw Tan dugc coi
la cao, xong van thap hon hai ba tac, lic d& 1ay ho Truwong, Chu cong tw
cling bi loang choang.

“Trwong nhi ca sao vay?” Chu Tw Tan vira d& lay ga vira an i, “Huynh
binh tinh di!”

Trewong Hang Anh dya vao nguwdi Chu T Tan, xong anh mat lai nhin dan
vao Hoang T Ha, bo moi mit né vi nébng map may thot ra may am thanh
kho khat: “Huynh nhat dinh phai giip A Pich... C6 ay khong thé... T6i
biét c6 dy khong thé giét ngudi dugc...”

Hoang T Ha cti mat, lang 1é gat dau.

Thay phan &ng cta c6 kha ho hitng, Treong Hang Anh cudng 1én, nhao t6i
tom chat 1ay vai c6, vat nai nhw dién dai: “Co ay yéu dudi nhu thé, 1am sao
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giét ngwoi noi? Toi, toi khong biét tai sao co6 dy lai dau thd, nhung. .. toi
van huynh, van huynh ctu 6 ay, té6i van huynh ma!”

Giong ga khan dac, mai mdi ran trong hong ra dwgc may tiéng van nai vo
vun, co ho khéng néi nén 10i.

Hoang T Ha thé dai, vo vo vao tay ga tran an: “Triong nhi ca yén tam di,
toi nhat dinh sé vach tran chan twéng vu nay. Téi ldc dé, hung tha khong
con cach nao lan trén, at sé bai 10.”

Trewong Hang Anh tritng tritng nhin ¢6 hoi 1au, r6i nhw hiéu ra cau néi ay,
ga nang né budng canh tay suyt nita bép gay vai cd xudng, liéu xiéu lui lai
hai budc, dap khé: “Pugec... toi tin huynh... sé€ tra lai sy trong sach cho A
Pich.”

“Trwong nhi ca, gio huynh da c6 thé quay vé Ta Kim Ngb Vé, ngay mai
huynh dén bao danh dwgc r6i.” Hoang Tt Ha ngwdc nhin g3, diu giong noi:
“Dung phu ky vong caa A Dich.”

Ngu St Pai la nha mon nghiém can nhat, trang trong nhat trong triéu,
nhuwng khi ho bidc vao, lai thdy may 6ng gia ngw st trung thira, thi nguy st,
giam sat ngy st ngbi quanh Quy vwrong dang twoi cuwdi, hét kéo lai niu vy,
twa ho khong hé nhan ra da dén gio tan.

Thdy Hoang Tw Ha va Chu Tt Tan bwéc vao, Ly Thuw Bach bén ra hiéu bao
ho doi, r6i ditng day néi véi moi nguoi: “Day la Dwong Sung C6, hoan
quan bén canh ta, rat giéi pha an, hién cling la mot trong nhitng nguoi dugc
thanh thwgng chi dinh hgp tac vdi Pai Ly Tw. Han dén day at dé bam bao
Ve tién trién vu an, ban virong danh phai céo ttr cac vi thoi.”

“Cung tién Quy vueong gia.” Nguoi cia Ngu St Dai niém nd ding day tién
y ra dén ctra.
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R0i khoi Nguw St Bai, Chu T Tan khong nhin dwgc ta than: “Dam nguoi ¢
Nguv Str Pai nay ding la thién vi hét sitc. Lic ta dén thi 1do nao lao nay
héch mat 1én trdi, i nhu ta 1a moi nhuc cda triéu dinh khong bang, chang
n& 1dy thém cho mot doi diia nita. Ay vay ma viong gia vira dén thi, cong
cong xem, mot loat grong mat gia quam cwdi twoi nhw hoa cic, nép nhan
dan hét ca ra!”

Ly Thu Bach ciing khong khoi nhéch méi: “Hom nay tam trang ho vui vé
day théi.”

“O? Nguoi ctia Ngw St Pai ciing c6 ngdy vui a? Ching phai ngdy nao ciing
vénh madt gido huan nguoi ta u?”

Ly Thu Bach quay sang Hoang Tt Ha: “Vi chuyén cdy tram Ctru loan bién
mat, hoang thwgng da triéu tap may vi trong than lai, yéu cau tam phép ty:
bd Hinh, Pai Ly Ty va Ngu St Pai cung hoi tham. Hai ty kia con do,
nhuwng may ong lao & Nguw Str Dai thi phan do6i gay gat, néi rang tam phap
ty chi h6i tham khi gap phai vu an 16n, lién can tGi quoc gia xa tdc ma thoi,
sao co thé vi cong chiia mat mot cay tram ma lam rum beng, kinh dong dén
ca tam phap ty? Xong hoang thwong lai néi vu nay da c6 hai ngudi chét
mot nguwdi bi thuwong, tredc mat cé 16 cong chia cling gap nguy hiém, nhat
dinh phai tra xét that nhanh, khong dwgc thoai thac. DBoi bén dang tranh cai
thi Pai Ly Tw bao tin ké tinh nghi da tw ra dau thi! Ngw St Dai thdy viéc
nha cta hoang dé khong bién thanh viéc cong cua ca triéu dinh, dwong
nhién trén duéi déu han hoan!”

Chu T Tan chau may: “Nhwng... Tich Thuay khéng phai hung tha...”

“Bat ké c6 phai hay khong, gio c6 ta da budc ra nhan toi, chang phai la co
hdi rat thich hgp w?” Néi doan, Ly Thw Bach liéc xéo Hoang Tt Ha,
“Nguwoi muon tiép tuc diéu tra, hoan thanh nhiém vu hoang thwong giao
pho, hay dung tay ¢ day thoi?”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Tich Thuiy va no tai cling c6 thé coi la so giao, canh doi c6 ay da thé tham
nhwong ay, no tai khong thé dé co dy chét nhu thé duwgce.” Hoang T Ha
nhiu may, “Hudng ho, theo n6 tai thay, du co dy dau thu, chi e cdy mudn
lang ma gi6é chang ding.”

Ly Thw Bach nhuéng may: “Y nguoi 13, 6 thé hung tht van chwa chiu
ngung tay?”

“Rat c6 thé. Vi nguai chét thit ba theo nhu bitc tranh van chwa xuat hién.”
Hoang T Ha dat cudn tranh vao tay y.

Ly Thu Bach vtra di vira m@ ra xem.
Chi liéc qua, buwdc chan y da khung lai.

Quy vwrong gia xwa nay diém tinh, vy ma lic nay dirng gitta hoang thanh,
duwéi bong twrong bao cao ngat quanh cac nha moén, nhin bitc tranh nguéch
ngoac vung ve trong tay, than hinh bong sitng lai mét thoang.

Troi trong vat, nang choi chang, gié 1ong 16ng cudn tung 6ng tay cung vat
ao ba ngudi bay phan phat.

Hang mi rgp bong cta Ly Thu Bach cudi cung ciling tir tit nhwéng 1én, y
cudn btrc tranh lai dat vao tay Hoang T Ha: “Cat di.”

Chu T Tan voi héi: “Vwong gia c6 thay cai chét tham cta ba ngudi trong
do6 khong?”

Ly Thw Bach khé gat dau, “Mién cudng gan ghép thi ciing lang mang hinh
dung dugc. Nhung chuyén hoang dwong thé nay, sao lai quy la thu bit cta
tien hoang?”

Chu T Tan titc thi tiu nghiu, danh dap: “Gia n6i rat phai.”
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DPoan ga len 1én liéc trom Hoang Tt Ha, thay co ngay cang giong Ly Thw
Bach, Itc nao ciing ra vé binh than kin dao, khong khoi than tham trong
long r6i noi: “Vuong gia, toi cdm thay viéc Tich Thuiy giét Ton ghé con
nhiéu nghi van, phai dén nghia trang xem sao, cao ttr trudc vay.”

Thdy Chu Tw Tan da di xa, Ly Thw Bach bén ra hiéu cho Hoang T Ha lén
Xe.

Ngang qua ctta Pai Ly T, linh gac cong thao day cwong cho Na Phat Sa,
no lién cung cuc di theo, ngoan dén noi khién ngudi ta phai tam tac.

Hoang T Ha lai ng6i xuéng cho ngoi quen thudc, chiéc ghé thap doi dién
Ly Thu Bach.

Y chia tay ra, ¢6 hiéu y ngay, voi rut cudn truc trong nguc o trinh 1én.

Ly Thw Bach trai bitc tranh ra ban. Chiéc ban hoi nhd, nén mét phan tranh
thong xuéng dau gbi y. Canh tay y chan 1én cuon truc, ngén tay cham cham
do theo hinh vé thit nhat, mot ngwoi bi lira thiéu chét, “Lan trudc nguwoi noi,
cac nguoi cho rang day la hinh mét ngwdi bi Itva thiéu chét v?”

“Vang... Chung t6i con thdy nét manh nay giong mot tia sét tir trén troi
giang xuong. Nén hinh vé nay giong mot ngudi bi sét danh trung, liva bung
1én bao phu lay ngudi, dang gidy chét.”

“Nguoi nha ho Trwong noi day la ngy but cua tien hoang, nguoi co tin
khong?” Y hoi ngudc 1én nhin co.

Hoang Twr Ha ngam nghi r6i cham rai dap: “T6i chua tirng thay ngw buit ctia
tién hoang, khong dam khang dinh.”

“Ta thi c6 thé.”
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Ly Thw Bach diém nhién dat tay 1én bitc tranh: “Loai muc nay la Té Man
ddc ché cho tién hoang. Nhitng nam cudi doi, tién hoang khong dwgc khoe
nén khong thich mui mwce, nha ho T6 phai doi cong thirc, ngoai nhitng chau
ngoc mai ra, con phai pha them vao thoi muwc mot loai hwong liéu nuwdc
ngoai tién cong, chi lam dwgc mwoi thdi, da dung bay thoi, dw ba théi dem
tuy tang. Nay dd mwdi nam, ma van con thoang thoang hwong thom.”

Hoang Tt Ha cti xudng ngtti thit, qua thdy mét mui hwong cue nhe cuc
nhat, khac han binh thwong.

Thay c6 ngang lén nhin minh, Ly Thw Bach lai tiép: “Tién hoang viét chi¥
hay vé tranh, thwong wém thir may nét vao bén canh tredc, day la thoi quen
nhiéu nam cta Nguwoi, khong phai ké thwong xuyén can ké thi khong thé
biét dwgc. Nguwoi xem nay...”

Bén canh nét manh ma ho cho la tia sét, c6 mot vach m& nhw sgi téc, gan
nhw khong thé nhan ra.

“Nét nay khong nhw nét bén canh, r6é rang khong phai vét 1ong trén but dé
lai, ma la phu hoang luc dat but vé vo y lam day ra.”

“T6i sé dén nha ho Truwong, héi cha Truong Hang Anh vé lai lich bitc
tranh.”

“Ciling nén hoi xem, vi sao phu hoang lai vé ra bitc tranh nay, hon nita con
ban cho mot dai phu dan gian.” Ly Thw Bach cham rai dan.

Hoang Tw Ha nhin bitc vé, lai nhé dén phéan ng la lung cia Ngac virong.

Qua nhién, Ly Thu Bach néi ngay: “Con bay gio, ching ta phai dén phu
Ngac veong. Chang phai nguoi ké, khi trong thay bic tranh nay, That dé
phan &ng rat la v.”
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Hoang T Ha gat dau, dang dinh n6i mot tiéng vGi A Vien thi nghe thay
tiéng on phia trudc, xe chay cham dan, r6i ditng han & giao 16.

Hoang T Ha hé ctra s6 hoi nho: “Vién b4, sao thé?”

“Pang trrdc nado loan qua, tac dwong mat roi.” A Vién nghén c6 nhin roi
dap.

Vira vén rém trong ra, co da trong thay Chu Tt Tan ditng ngay canh dé,
nhan nhé nhin sang co6: “Sung Co, ta bi tac duong.”

“Pé t6i xuong xem dang kia c6 chuyén gi.” N6i doan, Hoang Tt Ha nhay
xuong xe, xam xam chen lén trudc.

Chu T Tan cling hét hai chen dén bén canh, mé& dwdng gitip c6: “Nhanh
1én nao, dang trudc nao nhiét lam, dé ta dan cong cong di xem!”

Hoang Tt Ha ngan ngam: “Tw Tan, tdi khong dinh xem ndo nhiét...”

“Nhung day la viec trong dai cuia phvong Binh Khang, trong kinh cling
hiém gdp! Cong cong khong xem thi tiéc lam!” Dt 10i ga da kéo c6 chen
vao dam dong.

Ly Thu Bach lanh lung nhin theo, r6i I1énh cho A Vién: “Bi thoi.”
“Nhung gio khong thé di tiép dugc nita thra gia.”

“Quay lai, dén Pai Ly Tw.” Thdy Hoang Tt Ha va Chu T Tan sap mat hut
gilta bién ngudi, y cling doi mat nhin sang cho khac.

Hoang Tw Ha theo sau Chu T Tan, luén trai lach phai, cudi cung cting
chen dén cho dong nhat.

Noi nay gan phuong Binh Khang, duwong sa trong thanh Trueong An xwa
nay rong rai, nhwng vi hai bén duong dang nao vét cong ranh, lai thém cay
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hoe 1au nam moc chia ra dwong, khién khic dwong bi choan mat qua ntra,
di lai khé khan, con dwoc ca hai phuong hat dat san khau doi dién nhau
ngay gitra giao 10, ra sitc pho trirong thanh thé, tiéu sdo rén vang, do xiém
phap phdi, thu hiit ddm nguwdi vo cong roi nghé xam xit dirtng xem, lam tac
nghén ca 16i di.

Trong dam dong nhon nhao ay, Hoang Tt Ha liéc thdy c6 xe nam vang
kham ngoc cua BPéng Xwong cong chia dang dirng ngay gitta dwong,
khong sao di chuyén dugec.

Bon Thuy Chau, Lac Boi, Truy Ngoc, Khuynh Bich déu di theo xe, mdy tén
hoan quan va thi vé hg tong con bi nguwdi xung quanh chen lan dén noi phai
lién tuc lui lai, nhwng trieée sau van bam sat bén canh c6 xe, khong dam roi
nira buéce.

Thay ho bi vay gitta ddm dong, c6 ben di dén chao hoéi: “Thyc khéo qua,
cong chua cling ¢ day u?”

Gitta dam dong chen chiic dén noi cira minh con khé, vay ma Thuy Chau
van thi l1é dap: “Thwa vang. Cong cong hom nay... ciing di xem nao nhiét
v6i Chu thiéu gia a?”

Hoang Tw Ha vira gat dau thi Béng Xwong cong chia dot ngot vén rém xe
1én nhin c6. Hang 16ng may cua cong chtia von méng manh ma sac sao, gio
dang nhiu lai bu6n buc, cang toat 1én vé ngao nghé lan luét: “Dwong cong
cong cling ¢ day u? Nguoi ctia Pai Ly Ty dau r6i? Sao khong mau gidi tan
bét dam dong di?”

Nghe giong diéu cong chuia day titc gian, ro rang dang lam quyén qua phan,
chi huy céd ngwoi cia quan phti, Hoang T* Ha ngan ngam thwa: “E rang
cong chua phai that vong roi, no tai téi day mot minh, khong dan theo ai

»

ca.
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“Htr, s6m khong tac mudn khong tac, diung ltic xe ngwa cia ban cung di
dén day thi tdc dwong! Lai phai hom di voi qud, chi dem theo may dita vo
tich sw nay!” Bong Xwong cong chtia vira miét thi dam tuy tung, vira quay
sang mang ngwoi danh xe té tat: “Ké ca vao bang ctta Phwgng Hoang, dong
dao dong kiém thi da sao, 1€ nao ban cung chwa gap thai ti bao gio chac?”

Tén danh xe bi mang sa sa, chi biét cti dau vang da roi rit.

Nghe noi dén ctta Phugng Hoang, Hoang T Ha thoang ngan ra, v6i héi:
“Cong chtia may hom nay khé &, nén tinh tam nghi ngoi cho khoe, sao tw
dung lai muon dén cung Thai Cyc?”

Thuy Chau khé gat dau, lo lang nhin dong nguwdi phia trwde réi thi thao:
“Thuc phi dang dgi cong chua...”

Cung Thai Cyc hién nay chi co Vvong hoang hau 6, vay ma gio Quach
thuc phi lai & dé, con hen BPong Xwong cong chia dén dé gap, khong hiéu
la chuyén gi?

Co0 suc nghi dén mot chuyén, voi gang: “Hoang thuong cé ¢ dé khong?”

“N6 ty khong biét... Thuc phi chi sai ngwoi tGi bao cho céng chua thoi.”
Thuy Chau lam 1ét dap.

Hoang T Ha hiéu ra ngay, hom nay at la thoi khac quan trong cia Vuwong
hoang hau, ma Quach thuc phi goi Péng Xwong cong chia dén, 1a mudn
giang cho hoang hau mot don chi mang.

Nh6 lai lan triéu kién treéc, Viwong hoang hau tirng thuan miéng nhac t6i
viéc hoi cung, hon nita c6 vé da nam chac thang 1gi trong tay, at han ba ta
phai c6 mot con cd du sttc doi phé v6i Quach thuc phi, nhung... liéu hém
nay co dung dvgc khong?
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Con dang nghi nggi thi tiéng nhac ron 1én, ra la tran so tai gitta hai phuwong
hat da dén lic quyét thang bai. N tir do do bén phai dang muia diéu Ho
toan vii(*), ¢t xoay tron nhanh nhuw gi6, khién nguwdi xem bén duwéi luon
miéng hoan ho; con nit tir do xanh bén trai lai cat cao giong ca bai Xuan
giang hoa nguyét da, gitta nhitng tiéng 6n ao huyén nao ma tiéng ca van
vang lén lanh 16t, da thay giong khoe dén dau. Lai vira khéo hat dén hai
cau:

Cung nghe ngéng lic nay chang thay,
Muon theo trang troi chdy dén chang.

(*) Mot diéu mua duwoc du nhap tir Tan Cuwong vao triéu dai nha BPuong,
nhan manh vao chuyén dong cta c6. Vii cong ditng trén mot tam tham 16ng
tron va nhady muda, moi man vii dao c6 hang tram tuw thé khac nhau. Diéu
mua nay hién van ton tai & cac nwéc Trung A, Kazakhstan, Pakistan,
Tajikistan, cling nhw dia khu Tan Cuwong ctia Trung Quoc.

Anh méit Hoang Tt Ha bat giac liéc sang Pong Xwong cong chia.

Xong cong chuia dudng nhw chang dé tam, vi con dang cau c6 ria xa: “Dam
con hat dang ghét nay, Iic nao ta phai néi v4i phu hoang dubi co tit ca bon
ching ra khoi thanh Truong An maéi dugc!”

Poan, nang tha tdm rém xe xudng danh xoach. Bam ngudi un un chen lan
khién hai con ngwa kéo xe kinh hai, bat dau ruc rich di chuyén, lam thung
xe lac lw.

Thuy Chau véi gitt 1ay cira xe héi vong vao trong: “Cong chia khong sao
chu?”

Chwa néi dit cau, cong chia da day bat ctra ra nhay xudng.
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Nang dang 6m, tinh tinh lai néng ndy, lan nay nhdy xu6ng qua nhanh, hai
chan loang choang, suyt nita thi nga nhao.

Thuy Chau v6i d& 1dy nang, mwdi may hoan quan di theo cling xdm lai, ré
dam dong ra.

Con pho da chat clitng, muwdi may nguwdi nay lai chen vao lam nhon nhao ca
1én, nhitng ngwoi dang xem ca muda canh d6 bi chen dén noi nga dui dui, vai
ké néng ndy bén quat: “Lam cai gi thé? Hoan quan thi to 1am a? Hoang
thuwgng c6 dén cling khong thé cdm dan chiing xem ca mua dugc!”

Pung lic dy, anh mat Bong Xwong cong chiia bong sitng lai gitta dam
dong, nang tron tron d6i mat sac lem, kéu 1én that thanh: “Tram Ctru loan!”

Hoang Tw Ha nhin theo 4anh mat nang, xong chi thady dau ngudi 16 nho, c6
mdy c6 géi lang choi cai trang sic hoa 1€, nhung mau sac va tao hinh déu
hét sitc dung tuc, dau giong tram Ctru loan duc ti* nguyén mot khoi ngoc.

May a thi nit bén canh Pong Xwong céng chia cling nhén nhac nhin quanh
tim kiém, Thuy Chau budt miéng héi: “Coéng chua thay tram Ctru loan u?
Nhung... n6 ty khong thay dau ca...”

“O bén kia kia, c6 ngudi dang cam day!” Pong Xuong cong chia trd vé
hwéng Tay Nam, chan cling dgm budc vé phia do.

Pam dong dang un 1én, todn thi vé phia sau chwa chen dwgc dén, may tén
hoan quan lai da bi day ra ngoai ria, chi con may thi ni* & canh céng chua,
nhung chang theo kip.

Thuy Chau v6i vion tay niu nang lai: “Cong chua can than day...”

Chura n6i dit cau thi Bong Xwong cong chua da bi tom 14y co6 tay kéo
manh, nga chui vé phia trieéc. Than hinh nang nhé nhan, lai dot nhién bi 16i
vao dam dong, dong nguwdi vira tdch ra da nhanh chong khép lai, chang
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khac nao mét con thi dit ha hoac cai miéng to nhw chdu mau, tirc thi nudt
chirng nang.

Trén san khau hai bén, may chuc nit tit dang dong ca khiic Xuan giang hoa
nguyét da, tiéng ca du duong uyén chuyén khon xiét, dén cudi cung thi at
hét moi am thanh khac, chi con tiéng ngan lanh 16t cia ca nit kia, chuyén
am & cho cue cao chang khac nao bang qua van nii, quanh co khiic khuyu,
vt tan troi xanh.

DPiéu Ho6 toan vii dang vao hoi nhanh nhat, ca san khau dau dau ciing thap
thoang bong dang yéu kiéu mém mai cua vii nit no. Nang dang hai tay ra,
ngtra mat 1én trdi, nhoén cwdi twoi tan ma xoay tron that nhanh. Chiéc khan
chit trén dau nang, vat 4o nang, gau quan nang, cung mai téc dwgc tét thanh
ca tram bim nhoé déu x0a ra xoay tron, nhw mot dong sudi da mau.

Tiéng hét kinh hoang cia bon Thuy Chau chim trong tiéng nhac ron ra.
Trudc con mat cia may chuc ngudi, cong chia bi 16i vao dam dong, ma tat
ca nhitng ké bén canh nang déu ngay ra khong dam tin la sy thuc, cling
khong kip phan trng gi.

Hoang T Ha dinh than lai trwdc nhat, 1ap titc tdch dam ngudi chen vao.
Gitta dam dong chen chiic v6i di mau quan 4o, da loai ngwoi, c6 cling mat
phwong hwdng, c ngan ra khéng biét phai chay vé phia nao. May sao,

dung lac nay, cé ngudi tém co tay kéo co ra.

Hoang T Ha quay lai thi thay Chu T Tan. Ga kha cao, lai ra sttc gat dam
dong, cudi cung cling tom dugc co.

Chi thay ga nhin trai ngé phai roéi hoi: “Cong chiia dau? Cong cong thay
cong chua roi a?”

Hoang T Ha lac dau nhiu may: “Mau lénh cho hai doan ca mua kia rt di,
e rang cong chuda xdy ra chuyén roi.”
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“Lé nao lai thé, & day dong thé nay, lai ngay tredc mat moi ngudi, cé thé
xdy ra chuyén gi dugc chit?” Chu T Tan phéan bac, nhung cling quay di
tap trung cac thi vé hoan quan, dé ho mau chéng giai tdn dam dong.

Tiéc rang ngwdi nhiéu nhw thé, lai dang am 1 hon loan, trong choc l1at khong
thé gidi tdn ngay duoc.

Thuy Chau lo lang: “Trudc lac bién mat, cong chia con kéu 1én that thanh:
‘Tram Ctru loan’, nén n6 ty nghi nhat dinh c6 ké dung tram Cttu loan du
cong chua di. Cong cong... chung ta phai di dau tim cong chua day?”

Hoang Tt Ha bat giac dwa mat tim Ly Thw Bach trong ddam dong. Tri nhé
cla y rat to6t, bon dwong 16n, muwoi sau duwong nho, mot tram hai mwaoi ba
ngo ngach trong phwong Binh Khang, han y rd hon ai hét.

Nhung luc nay Ly The Bach khong & canh co.

Ban than co lai khong thong thudc phvong Binh Khang, danh ban bac véi
Chu Tt Tan, loai trtr cac con dwdng tap trung nhiéu phwong nhac k¥, cac
pho cé quan regu dong ngwdi lam tai mat cung cac ngo cut dang trudce,
chon ra hon mudi con dwong c6 kha nang nhat.

Tiép do, lai phan cong dam hoan quan va thi vé phi cong chiia dang cuéng
cuong nhu nhdng v& dan tdéa ra tim kiém titng duong.

Xong xudi tit ca, Hoang Tt Ha ngoai lai, thay cac thi nit hau ha cong chua
chi con ba 4, bén héi: “Thuy Chau dau r6i?”

“H6i nay Thuy Chau dudi theo cong chua, cling bi dong nguwdi nudt chirng
16i...” Truy Ngoc chwa néi hét cau, chgt nghe thay tiéng la dang xa, sau do
la tiéng goi kinh hoang, lic nay, khi ddm dong da van, khong gian yén tinh
phan nao, nghe cang thém thé thiét: “Ngwoi dau... ngudoi dau roi...”

La giong Thuy Chau.
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Chu T Tan va Hoang Tt Ha phan &tng nhanh nhat, 1ap titc chay ngay dén.

Sau bitc twong bao, con thira ra dén ba bon thwdce dat trong. Day hoa sao tot
twoi bo tran trén san lén twong, titng mang hoa do tham noi bat trén nén la
xanh, trong nhw nhitng vét mau loang 16.

O cubi mang hoa 14 day ram, than hinh Péng Xwong cong chia dang dua
vao twong, tw tir tregt xuéng. Mat nang nham nghién, xong than thé van
khong ngurng co giat.

Trén tdm 4o do6 théu day bwom buwdm wét dam mot mang do tham khac
thwong, cho6i chang dudi nang.

Phia sau dam day leo chang chit la cé dai um tum, ltic nay, chi c6 may
nhanh xac phao tro troi rung rinh.

Thuy Chau liéu xiéu chay dén, vap phai day leo nga lan ra, nhung chang
biét & 1ay dau ra sttc e, van vira khoc 16c vira 1é dén bén canh cong chua,
om chat 1dy nang, sg dén noi mat may tai ngat khong kéu noi nita, chi biét
bit chat vét thwong dang chdy mau x6i xa trén nguwe cong chia, tiéc rang tay
a sao niu gilr ndi sy song cho cong chua, danh tro mat nhin sitc thanh xuan
ctia nang tréi di theo dong mau twoi am nong, tham vao long dat dang birng
birng nhiya s6ng roi tiéu tan.

Vé mat Thuy Chau do dan, nhue khong thé d6i dién vai s thyre tan nhan
dau don trwéc mat.

Chan Hoang T Ha ciing riu ca lai, c6 loang choang chay dén thi trong thay
cay tram Ctru loan von da biét mat day bi an gio dang nam im lim trén nén
dat thaim day mau cong chua, gitta dam day leo bi giay xéo giam dap.

Mau twoi nhé xuong miéng ngoc chin mau ky la dwgc cham thanh chin
canh chim loan phwgng khoan thai bay lwgn, trong cang 16ng lay 4m ap
khon xiét.
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Ma dudi tram dugc déo thanh vanh trang khuyét, gio da gay lia, cam ngay
gilta nguc cong chua.

Mau twoi loang do, cang lam ndi bat hai chit trién c6 khac bén trén.

Ngoc Nhi.

15

Lén tan troi xanh
Chiéu trong cung Thai Cuc, ca gi6 cling nhe nhang ém diu.
bien Lap Chinh nguy nga strng sittng, toat 1én vé ung dung.

Qua la mét noi phu hop véi Vuong hoang hau. Hoang hau séng & day
chdng khac mau don nd trong giéng vang, da ruc rd lai thém 1ong lay.

Don dén day hon mot thang, dot nhién hoang thwgng lai dat Quach thuc phi
dén tham, hoang hau thtra hiéu la y gi, nhung van diém nhién, twoi cuoi
niém nd, ung dung thoai mai ra dén hai ngwoi vao, nhw thé minh van dang
¢ gitta gac Bong Lai, nam trong tay tinh mang ctia may van ngudi trong
cung Pai Minh cho t6i mu6n van nguoi thién ha.

Hoang dé an can hoi: “O day c6 quen khong? Hinh nhu hoang hau rat thich
cho nay.”

Vuwong hoang hau cuwdi nhin ngai ngw, dap khé: “Than thiép nao dam thich,
kéo hoang thwong lai ban cho thiép ¢ noi nay mai mai.”

Hoang dé nhin nit nhan minh hiéu rd nhat ma ciing la 1am nhat duwdi gam
troi nay, bong dung chang biét noi gi.
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Quach thuc phi gio quat che miéng cuwdi néi: “Thi ra hoang hau van thich
cung DPai Minh v? Ciing phdi thoi, gdc Bong Lai mua he la mat nhat. Chi sg
khong bao lau nira vao thu, dién gac bo khong lai sinh ra lanh 1€o, phai bay
bién thém nhiéu d6 dac cho &m cting.”

“Du lanh 1o, nhung luan vé canh tri thi do6 1a noi dep nhat trong cung, chi
thua cho bé ha ma tho6i. Ta thady néu c6 co hoi, han thuc phi ciing thich

»

lam.

Quaéch thuc phi ngao nghé dap: “Than thiép nao dam vong twéng...” Dit
101, lai ngéng nhin ra phia ngoai.

Hoang hau vay ving trong cung bay nhiéu nam, da hiéu ré6 Quach thuc phi
nhw long ban tay, bén hoi: “Linh Huy di duong bi cham tré gi u?”

Hoang dé kinh ngac héi: “Linh Huy sap dén a?”

“Thwa vang, cong chia ct n6i muon dén cung Thai Cyc tham hoang hau,
nhung chwa cé dip. Hom nay nhan co hoi hoang thwgng dén choi, thiép bén
sai nguwoi bao cho no.”

Hoang dé t6 vé kho chiu: “H6m nay chi c6 may 10i quan trong dinh néi vdi
hoang hau, viéc gi phdi goi Linh Huy dén cho ray ra?”

Hoang hau cuwdi nhin hoang dé: “Thuc phi sg hoang thwvgng mém long, néu
c6 Linh Huy ma hoang thugng yéu thuwong nhat ¢ day, may ra cé thé canh
tinh d6i phan chang?”

Hoang dé biét hoang hau da thira hiéu muc dich chuyén tham nay, gio con
néi toac ra, khién ngai ngw cé phan ling ting, danh di thang vao dé: “Néu
hoang hau wa thanh tinh thi tram c6 thé thanh toan cho nang.”

Vuwong hoang hdu nhoén cuwdi dap: “Than thiép khong phai khong wa tinh,
nhuwng mwoi may nam nay da cung bé ha doi mat trong khap giang son gam
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véc, ngam hét thinh thé phon hoa. Néu troi cao ru long thwong, mong rang
hay dé thiép dugc bau ban bén bé ha suét doi nay, rang long toc bac.”

Quaéch thuc phi cwoi cudi, ho hitng chém vao: “Tam long cua hoang hau
cling bao la qua, bé ha la ctia chung thién ha, ha c6 thé cing mot ngudi dan
ba rang long toc bac hay sao?”

Vwong hoang hau ngo6i ngay ngan tredc mat Quach thuc phi, cudi dap:
“Thuc phi khong hiéu r6i. Ban cung la hoang hau, la chinh cung cua bé ha,
tuy troi cao vo tinh, nhung vg chong két téc muwdi may nam, cling da chung
vai trd vo van mua gi6. DuGi gam trdi nay, néu c6 ké nao c6 thé ban bau
cung bé ha, thi dwong nhién la ban cung.”

Tinh tinh hoang dé von 6n hoa do lwgng, gio lai nghe hoang hau néi vay,
bat giac nhé dén bao hoi e xa xura, lai thdy dung mao hoang hau van hét
nhw nam ay, téc van thanh ba bui, cai cdy tram manh manh vang rong cham
hinh sé xanh, phuc sitc 16ng lay, xong khong che ldp dugc may may anh
hao quang hap dan ty than.

Pay la nit tr da ké can bén minh muwdi may ndm, my nhan trong cung cling
nhw hoa, hét mua nay sang mua khdc, Ian lwgt né ro roi tan lui, chang cach
nao khoi phuc lai nhan sac ndm xwa, duy chi c6 nguwdi nay cang ngay cang

ruie 13, cang kiéu diém mé nguai.

Vi vay, du biét hoang hau da ltira d6i minh, du biét qua khit cia hoang hau
khong thé chap nhan dwoc, xong hoang thugng van ty an ui, trén doi nay
chi ¢6 minh la nguwsi phu hop véi hoang hau nhat, dau tride kia hoang hau
ting qua lai vdi ké nao, thi chi khi ¢ canh minh, hoang hau md&i phoi bay
dung mao my 1€ yéu kiéu nhat. C6 vay, ngai ngw méi khong thay uéng phi
tinh cdm mwdi may nam nay.

Nghi dén day, hoang dé lai khong nén noi tiéng thd dai. Ngai nhin sang
hoang hau, can dan: “Hoang hau c¢ nghi ngoi cho khde, dé tram can nhac
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thém da.”

Vuwong hoang hau uyén chuyén vai chao, xong khi ngang 1én da rung rung
nwdc mat, gwong mat kiéu diém van cuwdi ma hai mat thi ang ac nuwéc, nhin
dang thuong khon ta.

Thay hoang dé ditng day di ra, Quach thuc phi bat giac budt miéng:
“Khong phai bé ha c6 chuyén muén néi véi hoang hau u?”

Hoang dén chang buon ngoai lai, vira xam xam di ra vira dap: “Von chi noi
tGi tham hoang hau th6i ma, day ciing la tram quan tdm hoang hau. Phi biét
r6 Linh Huy dang 6m, lai bao n6 ra ngoai, con khong néi vai tram, qua la
qua phan.”

Quaéch thuc phi am tc, 1& miéng cai lai: “Linh Huy la con gai than thiép,
bao no t6i thi co gi la qua phan...”

Vira budt miéng, phi lién thady khong o6n, voi im bat.
Hoang dé da ra khoi dién Lap Chinh, dang xu6ng thém.

Quaéch thuc phi bi bo lai chi biét dirng ngan ra giita dién, ngoai dau thi thay
Vuwong hoang hau thong tha tién lai. Hoang hau cuwdi day an y, ghé tai hoi
nho: “Thuc phi dinh dwa vao Péng Xwong chit gi? Ban cung thyc khong
biét, c4c triéu dai xwa nay c6 phi tan nao dwa vao con gai ma leo lén duwgc
khong?”

Nhin nu cwdi cia hoang hau, Quach thuc phi bong thay kinh hai vo c@, voi
lui lai, cdi c6: “Pa cé hoang hau sinh dwgc con trai bi biém vao lanh cung,
tat cling c6 phi tan sinh duwgc con gai ma thang tién.”

“Chang phai vi nam ay n6i duwgc mot cau ‘song dwoc’ day vw” Vwong hoang
hau cuwoi cwdi nhin Quach thuc phi, anh mat day khinh miét va giéu cot,
xong giong diéu van diu dang uyén chuyén, diém dam khoan thai: “Mot
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nguoi dan ba khong c6 con trai ma dam vong twéng leo 1én dinh cao nhat
cua cung Dai Minh, ban cung that thwong hai cho nguoi.”

Long ngwc Quach thuc phi phap phong dit doi, ba ta tri'ng mat nhin hoang
hau day cam han. Hoi lau méi cdi gam mat xudng, chang néi nita 16i, quay

ngodt nguoi di thang ra ngoai dién.

Pung ldc Quach thuc phi budc xudng thém thi thdy may tén hoan quan hét
hai chay tdi, ngoai Trirong Khanh khi ndy van dgi bén ngoai, con c6 Diic
Chinh, dai hoan quan trong cung ba ta, cung dam hoan quan phu cong chua
va phu Quy vwong, nhitng ké dang 1é khong thé xuat hién.

Hoang dé thdy mdy tén hoan quan hodng hét lao tGi bén hoi: “Cé gi ma hét
ho hét hai thé?”

Trueong Khanh va Bite Chinh tiéc thi quy sup xudng dat, nwdc mat rong
rong, khong dam 1én tiéng.

Hoang T Ha trinh trong quy xuéng bam bao: “Khagi bam bé ha, trén duong
dén cung Thai Cuc, Pong Xwong cong chida da bi tap kich.”

Hoang dé kinh hoang héi ngay: “Bi tap kich a? Cé bi thwong khong?”
Hoang Tw Ha dap khé: “Thuwong thé rat nghiém trong.”
Hoang dé tai mat: “béng Xwong dang & dau roi?”

“Mubn tau, da titc toc dwa vé phu cong chda, cling vao cung mai thai y

»

roi.

Hoang dé nghe noi lién phat tay 4o di thang ra ctta cung, goi 16n: “Phung
Han!”

Tt Phung Han theo hau bén canh voi va chay theo: “Hoang thwgng dirng
lo, cong chda & hién gap lanh, nhat dinh sé khong viéc gi...”
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“Pén phu Bong Xwong ngay!” Hoang dé tho bao ngat 10i.

Quaéch thuc phi theo sau hoang dé, mat may tai mét, lic ngang qua Hoang
T Ha van quy duéi dat, ba ta gian dit tré c6 mang: “Lam hoang thwong
kinh sg¢ nhw thé, khi nao cong chiia khoe lai thi nguoi biét tay!”

Cong chia khong khoe lai dugc nita roi.

Hoang Tt Ha nghi bung. Bgi Quach thuc phi di khoi, c6 mdi tr t ditng
day thé hat ra.

Troi xanh long 10ng, ngay dai dang dang. Linh hon Bong Xwong cong chia
da vé chon sudi vang trdi biéc, chang con day dudng vai thé gian nay nita.

Sinh thai phon hoa, 1€ tang long trong, ciing chang lién quan gi t6i nang
nta.

Hoang T Ha gio tay 1én, nhin vét mau Pong Xwong cong chia trén do.

Nang cong chua dwogc ca thién ha ngwdng mo, 16n 1én gitta lau son gac tia,
boc trong gam lua lwot 1a, ngoc nga chau bau, nhwng c6 ai hay, nang lai
chét di gitta do xuan xanh, trong mot géc twong hoang phé chi cé day leo
va c6 dai, ngay khi vira roi khoi cac thi nit von ven mot khac.

Khi phat hién Déng Xwong cong chia da chét, cac thi nit hau ha nang déu
s dén nga quy xubng dat, khéc 16c tham thiét, Truy Ngoc vira khoc vira
gao lén: “Nhat dinh la Phan thuc phi nha Nam Té! Ba ta da lay tram Ctu
loan di, gio lai dung no sat hai cong chua!”

Nhitng ké khac khong dam 1én tiéng, nhing nhin vé kinh hoang va khiép
hai trong mat ho, Hoang T Ha hiéu, tat ca déu dong tinh vdi Truy Ngoc.

Sau khi gay an, hung thu hot hoang chay dén khiic ngoat r6i vurot twong
nhdy ra ngoai, vét chan xéo 1én c6 dai van ranh ranh. Twdng bao & day sat
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v&i con pho vira tac nghén phai gidi tan, ngoai dwong ngudi di lai nwom
nuwop, khong ngirng tda ra bon phia, sai dich tic thi tém 14y may ké 1ang
vang phia ngoai hoi han nhung ho déu néi minh khong dé y thay ai vuot
twdng nhay ra ca.

Xem ra manh méi chu yéu trong vu nay, ngoai trir doi chiéu dau vét hién
trrong, thi chi con cach tra xem, rét cuoc ké nao c6 thé danh cap tram Cttu
loan gitta trung trung vong vay canh gac ctia phu cong chua, ro6i dén hom
nay lai dung chinh n6 dam chét cong chua.

Ké danh cap cdy tram at c6 lién quan mat thiét dén hung th.
Hoang T Ha dang mai ngdm nghi, khong dé y c6 nguwoi dén gan minh.

Chgt mot giong thanh thanh cé phan hoi the thé cét 1én: “Chim trén canh,
ca trong nwdc, ngwoi dudi hoa. Canh sac dep thé nay, chang hay Duwong
cong cong con ngan ngo nghi nggi chuyén gi?”

Thinh linh nghe thay tiéng noi sat bén canh, Hoang T Ha giat ban minh,
voi budc 1én mot bude roéi mdi ngodi dau trong lai.

La mot nam nhan o tim, tudi chirtng ba muoi, da dé trang dén la thuong,
xong cap mat lai den tham, than hinh gay go dong dong cao ditng twa vao
c0i hoa phia sau co.

Nhung du dang mim cwdi, du nhitng doa hoa trén cay 1a ta trit xuéng
nguoi, thi toan than y van toét 1én vé lanh 18o. Anh mét y dirng trén mat
Hoang Tt Ha, khién c6 bat giac rung minh.

Bong choc, c6 nhé dén ga dan 6ng vdi cap mat ran doc tirng nhin minh
chong choc ¢ cung Thai Cyc lan trwdc, bat gidc nhin xudng tay y. Trong
chén st trang to bang cai bat, hai con ca dé dang boi lvon.
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Thay 4nh mat c6 dirng & hai con cd, y cwdi hoi: “Dwong cong cong cling
thich ca v?”

Ca. Hai con ca quay manh chiéc du6i xoe nhw sa mong, nghe tom mot
tiéng.

Hoang Tw Ha bong dinh than lai. Ca triéu dinh Pai Buong nay, chi cé duy
nhat mot noi thi dwgc mac 4o tim ma thoi.

Vira nghi tdi ngwoi nay, cd voi quy sup xuong dat: “Duwong Sung Co tham
kién Vuong cong cong.”

Nguwdi kia nhin xudng, gio tay ra y bao co ditng day. Nhin vét mau long 16
trén tay cd, y hoi: “Nghe noi...Dong Xwong cong chiia xdy ra chuyén u?”

Hoang Tw Ha thoang ngan ngt, r6i gat dau.

Vé mat y van diém nhién, khée moi chi hoi nhéch l1én day lanh nhat: “Nao,
nguoi chia tay ra day.”

Hoang T Ha chan chtr chia tay ra treéc mat y.

Ngudi no nam 14y co tay co, ngoén tay y chang nhitng trang dén 16a mat, ma
con min mang lanh lanh nhw ngoc chuét, an may ngén tay dinh mau cta co
vao chén su.

Vét mau da kho lai loang ra trong nwdc, may cuc mau nhé ciling troc ra.

Hai con ca tc thi boi vé phia may dom mau nho, tham lam mut mat vét
mau trén ngén tay, khién Hoang Tt Ha sén cé gai Oc.

“A Gia Thap Niét thich nhat mau ngwoi. Nghe néi Quy viong ciing nudi
mot con, Dwong cong cong nhd dem bi quyét nay mach lai véi vueong.”
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Nghe giong néi lanh l€o cta y, c6 bat gidc rung minh, rut phat tay lai, lam
ban nwdc 1én canh tay trai dang cam chén sit cia y, w6t ca tay do, mat y
cling dinh vai giot nwdc.

Y gio tay phai l1én nhe nhang lau nwéc trén madt, lang 1€ nhin co.

Lung Hoang Tt Ha dam dia mo hoi lanh, cam giac kinh hai nhw bi ran doc
nhin chong choc lai quan 1én. C6 v6i va hanh 1é: “Vwong cong cong thi
t0i! E rang tiéu nhan phai t6i pht cong chia ngay bay gio.”

“Di di.” Y van diém nhién, chi hoi nhac tay lam hiéu.
Hoang T Ha lap tiéc ding day, lui lai may bwéc r6i quay lung chay thang.
Phu cong chua dang nao loan.

Phat hién ra dita con gai minh yéu thwong nhat chét ngoai duong, hoang dé
nodi con thinh nd. Cac ngy y chan tri la xui xéo nhat, vi khong citu dugc
cong chuia nén ca ba nguwoi déu bi 16i xudng phat tregng, lic Hoang T Ha
dén thi da chét mat hai.

Hoang Tt Ha hay tin, ben ditng cung Chu T Tan thi thao trao doi.

“Nhung Iic ching ta phat hién thi cng chia da chét r6i, c6 la Hoa Pa tai
thé cling khong thé cai ti hoan sinh duwgc...” Chu T Tan sg ra mat, giong
néi cling run Ién, “Sung Co6, gio lam sao day? Hoang thugng cit trit gian
1én ngwdi khac thé nay, e rang sé c6 rat nhiéu ngudi bi va lay!”

Hoang T Ha nhin vi ngy y bi 16i xénh xéch ra, cau may néi nho: “Cong t
lo cho minh treéce di, hoang thuwgng dich than giao pho cho chung ta phu
trach vu nay, két qua an chwa pha dugc thi cong chuia da bi giét, cong t
nghi hoang thugng c6 bo qua cho chung ta khong?”
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Mat Chu T Tan cang tai ngat, mo hoi tran tia ra dam dia: “Sung C6 nay,
chung ta phai di tim Quy vuong nho cay thoi...”

“Gio gia ¢ dau? Cong t dinh di dau ma tim?” Hoang Tw Ha ngao ngan
hoi.

Sac mat Chu Tw Tan 14p titc xdm ngoét: “Vay, vay lam sao day?”

“Lap cong chudc toi théi.” Hoang T Ha vira dit 167 da thay mot ngudi bén
trong sai budc di ra, gam 1én: “Nhitng ké nao trong phu cong chia theo
Pong Xwong ra ngoai? Tat ca phai boi tang theo cong chia hét! Dé bon
ching xudng dwéi do tiép tuc hau ha Pong Xwong!”

La duong kim hoang dé, ngwoi cha dang ca gian mat khon.

Ca dam hoan quan va cung ni* nom nép dgi bén ngoai phd, chgt nghe thay
tiéng quat nhu sét danh gitra troi quang, tic thi déu oa khéc nitc nd, bon
Thuy Chau vat va dwéi dat, mat may tai nhot.

Chu T Tan nghe vay thi cudng ca 1én, liéu mang tau trinh: “Bé ha, nguoi
hau ké ha cta cong chiia déu vo t6i! Xin bé ha nghi lai!”

Anh mét hoang dé dirng & g, nhung dudng nhw con gian da che mo 1y tri,
trong choc lat khong hé nhan ra ga: “Ai dam néi nita, cling 16i ca xudng!”

“Tau bé ha, no tai c6 161 mudn ndi, xin bé ha cham chwéc!” Hoang Ttr Ha
quy sup xuong hanh Ié, doan thwra: “Bé ha, néu cong chua c6 biét, nhat dinh
khong muon bé ha néi con thinh nd, lam ra nhitng chuyén hoi han vé sau
nhw thé, xin bé ha gilr gin long thé, dé cong chuia dwdi sudi vang dwoc yén
long.”

“Duong Sung C6!” Hoang dé trirtng mat nhin co, gam 1én: “Ta 1énh cho
nguwoi diéu tra mdy vu nghi an & pha cong chia, nhwng dén nay nguwoi van
chwa c6 tién trién gi, lam bé tré vu an, dén noi BDong Xwong... Dong
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Xuwong... duong duwong cong chia Pai Buwong, ma lai bi... bi ké gian giét
hai ngoai phé!”

Noi dén day hoang dé cling nghen ngao, gan nhw nghet thé.

Quaéch thuc phi tir bén trong khéc 16c lao ra, vuot xudi gitup hoang dé, nirc
nd: “Bé ha... Bé ha... Con gai doc nhat ctia than thiép... chét roi! Tén
hung thu... hung tha d6, nhat dinh phai bi lang tri ting xéo, thiéu xac do
tro!”

Hoang T Ha lai thwa: “N0O tai nhat dinh sé bat hung tha vé quy an, nén xin
bé ha gitt lai tinh mang cho nhitng ngwdi nay, dé nd tai tham van diéu tra
cho rd, sém ngay pha an, bat gi* hung tha!”

Hoang dé ddm manh 1én cay cot, nhin lwét qua ddm cung nit, hoan quan
tredc mat, han hoc noi: “Ké hau nguwdi ha bén canh cong chia ma khong
bao vé dugc chi nhan chu toan, tat ca déu dang chét!”

Hoang T Ha cup mat tau: “Cong chia long da thién lwong, c6 on sau
nghia nang vdi ké hau nguwdi ha, néu cong chia biét duwoc, at khéng mudén
thdy bé ha dai khai sat gi¢i vi minh thé nay dau.”

Ca dam hoan quan va cung nit pha cong chiia déu quy rap dwdi dat, gat dau
nhw b ci, ludn miéng van vi.

Mau néng boc 1én dau, hoang dé choang vang ca nguwdi, phdi dua cot nhin
vao bén trong, xong chi thdy man truéng day che kin giwvdng cong chaa.

Trong do la dia con dau long cta hoang dé, khi nguwdi con la Van vuong,
twong lai mo mit, chang biét ngay sau sé ra sao, bi tat cd moi ngudi bén
canh hoai nghi, chi riéng dira con gai nay luon niing niu sa vao long, coi
ngwoi la chd dya duy nhat. Moéi lan 6m 1ay c6 nguwdi, anh mat no lai sang
ruiee 1én, dau Quéch thuc phi mudén bé, né ciing khong chiu roi ra.
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Bon tudi con bé méi biét néi, cau dau tién la “song dwgc”, chwa kip hiéu no
c6 y gi thi doi nghi tregng dén don ngudi dang co da téi civa. T bay, nguoi
tin chac rang dira con gai nay la bau vat trdi ban cho minh nén tran quy nhw
chau bau, ma né cling hét long tin twéng, xem phu virong nhu tdim binh
phong vitng chai nhat.

Vay ma gio day, c6 ké da cuwdp di bau vat ngwoi tran quy nhat, chi dé lai
mot minh nguwdi dau dén nhin thi thé lanh ngat cta con.

Hoang dé twr tir g& tay Quach thuc phi ra, cam han lwdm phi.

Quaéch thuc phi thodng ngdy ngudi, nhung réi hiéu ra ngay, nhat dinh ngai
ngy da gian 1ay sang minh. Néu phi khong phai vi chuyén 1at dé hoang hau
ma goi Bong Xwong vao cung, thi cong chuia ciing khong dén noi chét ngay
gitta pho.

Nghi vay, Quach thuc phi vira uat ¢c vira dau x6t, voi quay phat di bung
mat nén tiéng khoc.

“Cai gi ma Phan Ngoc Nhi, Phan thuc phi nha Nam Té! Hon ma may tram
nam tredc, sao c6 thé 1y mang cong chiia ma tram yéu thwong nhat dugc!”
Hoang dé dirng trudc dién quat 16n, tuy giong noéi da hoi khan, nhwng van
birng birng sat khi khién nguwdi ta chang rét ma run: “Tra di! Tra ro rang cho
tram! Xem ké nao gia than gia quy, ké nao dat diéu nhiéu chuyén, ké nao...
giét Linh Huy cua tram!”

Tat ca déu quy sup xudng tredc mat ngai ngyw, khong dam théd manh.

Tiéng quat ctia hoang dé vang vang trong dai sanh lang phac, cang 16 ra noi
dau thuong.

Ngai ngy thinh linh quay phat lai, trt'ng mat nhin vé thi thé Béng Xwong
cong chua, 16ng nguwec phap phong dit doi, dau dén va phan han nhw mot
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ngon ltra hitu hinh thiéu dét than thé ngwoi, khién nguwdi chi muon lat tung
ca pha cong chua, giét sach nhitng ké trwedc mat chon chung theo con gai.

Nhin dam dam vé phia con gai héi lau, Itta gian phirng phirng dan dan ciing
ngudi, dau xot lai nhw thuy ngan tir dinh dau triat xudng, lan khap toan than.
Khi hoi lanh nu6t chitng 18y ngon Itta, cudi cung hoang dé cling hiéu ra
rang, dita con gai yéu kiéu nguoi tirng 6m vao long da khong con nita;
tiéng goi phu hoang niing niu lan trong giong cwdi lanh lanh da khéng con
nita; doi tay tirng niu tay nguwdi nhong nhéo da khong con nita; cap mat
long lanh luon kinh ngudng ngwoi, cting khong con ntra.

“Duong Sung Co, du c6 phadi 14t ca kinh thanh nay 1én...” Hoang dé cham
cham gio tay ngan dong nwdc mat, nhung khong ngan néi con run ray
nghen ngao, nguwdi néi rat cham, nhw thé chi can tha 16ng mot khac thi sé
khoc oa léen.

“... Nguoi phéi cho tram mdt dap an trwdc khi dva tang cong chiia. Tram
muon... thiéu xac do tro hung tha trwdc linh citu Bong Xuwong!”

Hoang T Ha lang 1é quy xudng dap dau, nghiém trang dap: “Vang.”
“Suyt nita la mat mang...”
Vira roi khéi dai sanh dat di thé cong chda, Chu Tt Tan da lau mo6 hoi 1am

bam: “Quy vuong di dau khong biét, khong c6é vuong gia ¢ do, ta sg qua di

»

mat...

Hoang Ttw Ha thdy pho ma Vi Bado Hoanh dang ditng lang ngoai sanh, bén
ra hiéu cho Chu Tt Tan nin ldng, di dén tredc mat pho ma hanh 1é.

Vi Bao Hoanh gugng gao gio tay ra y bao hai nguwai khong can da 1€, hai
mat han ang ac nuwdc, tuy ra sicc kim nén, nhung 1é van lan dai.
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“Péu tai... tai ta cd.” Han lam bam, giong thiéu ndo: “Quy vwong va céng
cong da dan do... dan ta phai trong nom cong chua... vay ma khi nang
muon ra ngoai, ta lai khong can ngan...”

Hoang T Ha buon b3, cling chang biét noi gi, danh khuyén nha: “Xin pho
ma bét dau buon.”

Vi Bdo Hoanh chi khé gat dau, nghen ngao khong thot nén 16i.
Thay vay, Hoang T Ha an i thém vai cdu r6i cung Chu T Tan céo tt.

R0i khoi khu Thap Luc trach, noi ddt phu cong chua, Hoang Tt Ha ngg ra,
Chu T Tan cling ng6 ra.

Xe ngua cua Ly Thu Bach dang dirng ngay do dgi ho. Canh xe c6 mot
nguoi dang dung, chinh la Trwong Hang Anbh.

Hai ngudi ngo ngac nhin nhau, Hoang Tt Ha dinh than lai trwéc, voi gat
dau chao Truwong Hang Anh roi chay dén canh xe hanh 1é: “Tham kién
vuong gia.”

Ly Thuw Bach dang ngoi trén xe doc cong van, chang buon ngang 1én: “Han
may ngay?”

“Thua, tredc lic dua tang.”

“Con may, hoang thwgng coi nhu cling rong lwgng véi nguoi réi day.” Y
nhwéng mat liéc c6 réi gap cong van lai, “Lic cong chua qua doi, Lt Tich
Thuy dang ¢ trong nguc, ro rang khong c6 kha nang gay an.”

“Ma ba vu an mang nay rat c6 thé la cung mot hung thd, tham khéo birc
tranh kia dé ra tay.” Hoang Tt Ha tram ngam nhan xét, “Bdi vay, kha nang
Tich Thuy la hung tha hai vu treéc khong nhiéu.”
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“Ga Truong Hang Anh kia,” Ly Thu Bach dwa mat nhin ra bén ngoai, “Ct
ngoi li bén ngoai Pai Ly Tu, trong c6 ra thé thong gi khong? Nguwoi bao
han vé nha yén tam dgi tin, hodc la diéu quach han tir Ta Kim Ngb Vé sang
giup cac nguoi tra an, lam chan chay vat cting dugc.”

Hoang T Ha ngd ngang, “Y gia 1a... muén bé qua cho Truwong Hang Anh
u?”

Ly Thu Bach nheo mat nhin ¢6, “Con hoi nita, ngudi ci 1én lut qua lai véi
han, ta trng cling ngita ca mat.”

“Pa ta veong gia.” Hoang Tt Ha dudi ly, danh cti gam mat xuéng, nhung
roi lai nhé ra ngay, “Vay no tai dan Trwong Hang Anh téi Dai Ly Ty, xem
Tich Thuy c6 cung khai them gi khong.”

Ly Thu Bach khé gt dau, ra hiéu cho c6 lén xe, r6i bdo Chu T Tan qua
ctra s6: “T Tan, nguwoi cung Trwong Hang Anh tGi Pai Ly Ty trudc xem
tinh hinh thé nao, ching ta sé dén do6 ngay.”

No6i vay nhung xe ngua lai di vé phia Nam, nham huéng pht Ngac viong.
Hoang T Ha biét y y, nén chi diém nhién héi: “Gia cling cam thay, day

chinh 1a hinh vé thit ba trong bitc hoa ay u?”

“Chét dudi canh loan phwgng... Tram Citu loan chinh 1a con chim bo
xuong giét nguoi, ding khong nao?” Y nghiéng dau nhin c6, doan gid bic
tranh kia ra, nhin qua ca ba hinh vé.

Bi sét danh chét chay, 1a Nguy Hy Man tai chua Tién Phuc.
Chét trong 10ng sat, 1a Tén ghé giita can nha bit bung.

Bi chim phuong bo xudng mo chét, 1a Béng Xwong cong chia bi tram Ciru
loan dam trung tim.
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Ly Thu Bach nguéc nhin ¢6: “Nguoi thay thé nao?”

Hoang T Ha gat dau: “Néu mdt hai nguwdi, con c6 thé bao la trung hop.
Nhung trung hop dén mitc nay khong tim Ngac vieong khong xong.”

Ngac veong Ly Nhuan thuvong ngay chi nhan nha & trong pha, hom nay Ly
Thw Bach lai sai nguwdi dén bao triede, nén khi ho t6i noi, y da pha san tra
ngoi doi.

Canh tay y 1a mét chiéc hop det.

“T ca, nghe n6i Bong Xuwong xdy ra chuyén & phwong Binh Khang a?”
Ngac vwrong dich than rét tra cho hai nguwdi, hoi néng nghi ngtt boc 1én roi
lan ra, khién phong tra tré nén mo &o.

Ly Thw Bach gat dau.
“Bi thuong u?”
Ly Thu Bach lac dau: “Pa quy tién roi.”

Ly Nhuan bong khyng lai, lam nwéc ta hoi sanh ra ngoai, xong y chang hé
dé tam, c* ngan ra nhin cham cham dam bot xoay tron trong coc, giong
nghen lai nhw ran ra tir ¢6 hong: “Lam sao... ma mat?”

“Bi cdy tram Ctru loan minh yéu thich nhat dam chét.”
“Ai dam?”
Ly Thu Bach lac dau: “Liuc bay gio hon loan, khong bat duwgc hung thu.”

Ly Nhuan ddt am tra xudng, than ngudi ra gidy lat roi khé cam than: “Dong
Xuwong la cong chia, sao c6 thé chét khong minh bach nhuw thé, ding la
khong thé tin n6i...”
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“Kho tin nhat khong phdi céi chét cia cong chiia, ma la...” Ly Thw Bach ra
hiéu cho Hoang T Ha dat cu6n tranh 1én ban, roi trai ra cho Ngac virong
xem: “That dé da thiy bitc tranh nay bao gi¢ chwa?”

Ly Nhuan gat dau: “Pé tirng thay tai nha Trwong Hang Anh mot lan. Lic
dy may nguoi bon dé con tuy tién chi tré binh ludn ba hinh vé trén do, thyc
khong ngo... tat ca lai tré thanh sy that.”

“U, ta ciing c6 nghe néi.” Ly Thu Bach than thé, “Truéc lic Pong Xwong
gdp nan, ta tt'ng xem qua bitc tranh nay, xong khong chi y lam. Néu lic ay
nhan ra duwgc manh méi gi dé, cé 1€ hom nay da chang thanh chuyén.”

“Thuyc ra... dé da thdy né khong binh thwong tir 1au r6i.” Ly Nhuan phan
van noi, “Lan dau tién trong thay, dé da cam thay chuyén nay qué doi ky di,
sau khi vé phu vat 6c nghi mai may hom khong thong, e rang nay phai
thinh giao T ca.”

Poan y m& chiéc hop det bén canh ra.

Trong hop 1a mot manh gidy dugc gdp vudng van, nhin nhw mau giay bong
cti van dung dé vé mau théu, trén c6 hai ba hinh vé nguéch ngoac den si
bang chi ké may, trong cling r6i mat hét bitc hoa & nha ho Truong.

Ly Thu Bach va Hoang T Ha nhin nhau. Quy virong cam han mau giay
1én, vay c6 lai cung xem.

L.a m0t manh gidy bong to chirng ban tay, nét vé nga nghiéng xiéu veo, ro
rang nguwoi vé khong biét gi vé hoi hoa. Vé co ban c6 thé thay duong nét
hai bitc kha twong dong. O hinh thi nhat, phia trén khéi muc den 1a mot nét
manh; hinh th hai c6 bay duong ngang tam duwong doc bao quanh mot
khoanh murc chang nhin ra hinh thu gi; hinh thit ba la hai mang den ngom
dinh lién vao nhau, mot trén mot dudi.
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Birc tranh ¢ nha ho Trirong con cé thé gugng coi 1a miéu ta cai chét caa ba
nguoi, con bitc vé trén gidy bong nay tuy dwong nét tong thé twong tu,
nhung chi tiét thi khong thé bang dwoc, nhin vao khong hiéu la gi, chi thay
ba mang murc.

Ly Thue Bach ngam nghia hoi 1au r6i dwa mau gidy cho Hoang Tt Ha, quay
sang hoi Ly Nhuan: “Chang hay bttc tranh nay ctia That dé tir dau ma c6?”

Ly Nhuan bung chén tra thd dai: “Khéng dam gidu T ca, 1a mau phi dé

ve.”

Hoang Tt Ha va Ly Thu Bach sitng nguwoi, khong ngo buc tranh nay lai tw
mau phi Ly Nhuan. Hoang Tt Ha khong biét nhitng chuyén tham cung bi
stt, nhwng Ly Thw Bach hiéu ro, mau phi Tran Tu Nghi cia Ly Nhuan diu
dang hoa nha, giéi Iya y ngwoi, may nam tién hoang dau 6m, déu do ba ta
can ké cham soc.

Pém tién hoang bang ha, ba ta dau long dén suy sup, ti bay thanh ra d&
dién da& dai. Pugc sy dong thuan ctua cac thai phi, Ly Nhuan da dén mau
phi ra khoi cung, dwa vé pha phung dudng.

“Nam ngoai mau phi qua doi. Truedc ngay mat may hom, ba nhw dwgc hoi
quang phan chiéu, con nhan ra dé. Chac la troi thwong, chit dé c nghi, ba
chi nhé hinh anh dé Iic nhé théi.” Khée mo6i Ngac virong van thap thoang
nu cwdi nhw moi khi, xong mat da ran ran nuédc, “Nhan Idc tinh téo, ba dwa
cho dé birc tranh nay. Bay gio dé cling chang dé tam, nhung sau khi ba qua
doi, dé méi nhan ra, day la thi duy nhat ba chinh tay giao cho dé. Béi thé,
tuy cho la bitc vé nhang cudi ctia mau phi ldc phat bénh, nhung dé van gitr
trong thu phong. Mai dén may hom trudc, dé trong thay birc hoa & nha
Trwong Hang Anh...”

Noi dén day, y dwa but nhin sang ngw but tién dé, nghi hodc héi: “Nhung vi
sao phu hoang lai dé lai bitc tranh nhw vay, con mau phi dé, tai sao sau

https://thuviensach.vn



muoi nam bénh tat, con 1én It vé theo, giao tan tay de?”

Hoang T Ha cam t¢ gidy bong l1én hoi: “Th cho n6 tai mao mudi, chang
hay dwa butc vé nay cho veong gia, thai phi c6 can dan gi khong?”

“Mau phi néi...” Ly Nhuan im lang nhiu may, dwa mat ra lénh cho ngudi
hau lui ra. Dgi tat ca lui hét, y méi dap khé, “Mau phi lic ay khong dugc
tinh tao, no6i rang, thién ha Pai Puong...”

Thién ha Pai Bwong sap mdi roi.

Xong y khong ndi not ntra cau sau, chi ké dai khai: “Mau phi néi nang 16n
x0n, c6 1é mudn bao thién ha ndo dong, Pai Buwong sap suy vong... Con
dan rang bitc vé nay lién quan dén sy tén vong ctia Pai Buwong, bat ban
vuong cat gitt can than.”

Ly Thu Bach 1ay lai manh giay tir tay Hoang Tw Ha, nghiém trang dat vao
tay Ngac viong: “Pa ta That dé. Xem ra bitc tranh nay nhat dinh 1a thai phi
vé phong lai di but cua tién hoang theo tri nhg.”

Ly Nhuan nhéan lay bitc tranh, ngac nhién hoi: “Bitc tranh kia la... di bt
tien hoang v?”

Ly Thu Bach gat dau: “Ta da dén ndi phu tra ho so lvu ctia cung dinh, qua
nhién trong ghi chép veé lich trinh sinh hoat cua tién hoang cé ghi rd,
Truong Vi Ich, chinh 1a cha Trvong Hang Anh, da vao cung thim bénh cho
phu hoang ngay méng mudi thang Tam nam Pai Trung thit mudi ba.”

Ly Nhuén hoi twdng lai: “Lic ay dé con nho tudi, nhung cling biét phu
hoang dung lam thudc, dan dén thanh thé bat an tr thang Nam, dén thang
Bay thi cd ngay hon mé. Ngu' y bo tay hét cach, may hoang tt bon dé bay
gig van & trong cung, muon vao tham phu hoang nhung toan bi dam hoan
quan ngan lai bén ngoai. Cac dai danh y trong kinh lan lwgt dugc triéu vao
cung, nhung déu chang c6 cach nao...”
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“Trrwong Vi Ich 1 danh y cudi ciing, vao cung ding ngdy phu hoang bang
ha. Ta da sai ngwoi di hoi 6ng ta vé lan tién cung 4y, theo 6ng ta nhd thi lic
dé6 ong ta la danh y @ Poan Thuy Buwong, thang Tam phung chiéu vao cung
chan mach cho phu hoang, bay gio phu hoang da hn mé, nhung sau khi
ong ta cham citu, qua that nguwdi tirng tinh lai. Cé diéu ciing nhw moi nguwdi
trong cung, ong ta biét day chi la hién twgng hoi quang phan chiéu, triéu
ong ta vao cung tri bénh, chang qua chi mong phu hoang tinh lai choc lat,
sap xép not viéc 16n trede khi bang ha thoi.”

Hoang Tw Ha héi khé: “Kho khan 1am mdi tinh tdo duwgc mot lic, sao tién
hoang con v& tranh ban cho Trwong Vi ich?”

Ly Thu Bach va Ly Nhuan ciing thac mac diém nay. Bay gio tién hoang da
hap héi, dang ra phai lo an bai viéc 16n cua triéu dinh sau khi minh qua doi,
chit dau phai vé tranh ban cho mot thay thudc dan gian.

“Thé nén ngudi ta m&i khong hiéu néi. Ngay chinh Trwong Vi Ich ciing
chang hiéu gi ca. Sau khi tién hoang tinh lai, 6ng ta phdi lui xuéng ngay,
mot thay thudc dan gian sao c6 thé ngoi nghe viéc 16n trong cung dwgc?”
Ly Thu Bach nhiu may, “Ho0 so trong cung ciing ghi nhu thé. Tién hoang
tinh lai, Truong Vi ich lui ra. Chwa ra dén cira cung, c6 ngwdi dudi theo néi
hoang thwong cam ta tay nghé ctia Trwong dai phu, ban cho mot bivc ngy
biit. Ong ta mirng qué, voi huéng veé phia dién Tt Than dap dau béi ta, roi
nhan 1ay cudn tranh, vira di vira gié ra xem, tic thi sitng so khéng néi 1én
10i.”

Theo 10i ké khe khé ctia hai ngudi kia, anh mat Hoang Tw Ha dirng & bitc
tranh ng. That khong ngo ban vé nguéch ngoac nay, hoa ra lai la di but caa
tién hoang tr muwdi nam trede. Chac han lan dau tién trong thay né, Truwong
Vi Ich ciing khéng sao tin néi.

Vay ma muoi nam sau, lai co ba vu an mo phong theo hinh vé trén do, qua
la khong thé twdng tugng, rat kho truy tra.
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16

Pém van ngay gdm
Sau khi tir biét Ngac virong, hai nguwdi quay ve thi troi da toi.
“Nguoi vé pha hay dén Dai Ly Ty truwdc?”

Hoang Tw Ha dap ngay, khong chut do dy: “Vé phu, t6i mang chut gi an
dén Pai Ly Tw. Chu Tt Tan va Trwong Hang Anh van & d6 ma.”

Ly Thu Bach cling chang phan doi: “Sau khi vé thi dén dai Cham Luru, ta
dgi.”

Hoang Tt Ha khong mang an uéng, chi chay xuéng bép lay hop com roi lai
nhdy 1én xe ngwa vuong phu, dén thang Dai Ly Tu.

Thiéu khanh DPai Ly Tw Théi Thuan Tram da t6i phti cong chia. Vira nghe
tin nay, Hoang T Ha muwong twgng ra ngay vé mdt nhan nhé nhuw bi dau
rang cda han.

Pai Ly T thira la Pham Duwong dang & do, thay Hoang Tt Ha dén voi
khach khi hanh 1é vé6i ¢6, mat van tai mét vi sg: “Cong chuia dwoc thanh
thwong yéu nhat bi giét ngoai phd, chuyén nay lam sao bay gio, Duong
cong cong?”

Hoang Tw Ha thd dai: “Gio danh dgi y chi ctia hoang thwgng réi tinh.”

Pham Duong giam chan than van mét hoi, chang buén dé tam dén nhitng
viéc khac. Hoang Tt Ha n6i muon dem hép com cho Lt Tich Thuy, han
cling chang héi han gi, chi xua tay: “T® Tan va tén Trweong Hang Anh dy
dang & trong do, cong cong ci vao di.”

https://thuviensach.vn



Troi t6i ma ca phong chi c6 moi mot ngon deén leo 1ét trong hdc twong.
Hoang Tt Ha ding trude cia, trong thdy Tich Thiy va Trwong Hang Anh
dang dva vao nhau dwdi anh sang 16 mo cia ngon Itra 1ap 1oe, ca hai déu
bat dong, than thd nhin cham cham vao dom sang trong hoc twong.

Chu T Tan ngo6i chom hom trudce ctra, thady c6 dén thi mirng rd ditng phat
day: “Stung C6 dén roi ddy a? O... hay qua, con mang ca do dn dén nita, ta
sap chét déi r6i day!”

Poan ga don lay hop com tir tay Hoang Tt Ha, von va bao hai ngudi bén
trong: “Trwong nhi ca, A Dich, bat ké thé nao thi an com van la quan trong
nhat, nao nao, dén day an chut gi di!”

Chu T Tan xdng xai bay chén dia ra, ddat hai m6n minh thady ngon mat nhat
tredc mat Tich Thiy va Hoang Tw Ha, ro6i chia diia cho moi nguoi.

Thim nau bép & phu Quy rat quy Hoang T Ha, toan dé danh cho c6 nhitng
moén ngon nhat, tiéc rang ca bon nguwdi khong ai nudt noi.

Hoang Tt Ha nhin Tich Thay, n6i bang giong 6n hoa hét mic: “Lit cd
nuwong, chac T Tan cling néi vdi ¢ roi, ching to6i lai cé vai chuyén nho
phai hoi, mong c0 tra 1oi ching to6i.”

Tich Thuy nom nép ditng day dap khé: “T6i... tdi khong con gi dé ndi c4,
toi da noi hét roi ma...”

Thay nang kinh sg, Chu Tw Tan vdi khoét tay giai thich: “Co dirng hiéu
lam, dirng hiéu lam ma, Trwong nhi ca la ban chiing ta, nén c6 ciing la ban
chiing ta, cit coi nhu dang tan gau vay thoi.”

Thay Tich Thay van ngdp nging, Hoang T Ha lién vo lwng Truwong Hang
Anh: “L{r ¢6 nwong tin ching t6i di. T6t xdu gi cling sé ditng vé phia co,
bang khong dé ngwoi cia Pai Ly Ty dén hoi, e rdang 6 con sg hai hon.”
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Nghe vay, Treong Hang Anh voi gat dau, do danh Tich Thiy: “Mudi yén
tam di, Duwong cong cong rat 1gi hai, trén doi lam gi cé vu an nao cong
cong khong phéa dugc dau! Ta tin chi can mudi néi thye, Duwong céng cong
nhat dinh s€ rira oan cho muoi.”

Tich Thuy ngang 1én, dam dam nhin ga hoi 1au, roi guwgng gao nhéch moi
dap: “Nhung... mudi khong con gi dé néi cd, chinh muoi da giét hai nguoi
kia.”

“N6i doi chiing t6i khong ich gi dau.” Hoang T Ha cat 10i nang r6i dwa
mat sang Chu T Tan, Chu Tw Tan hiéu y néi ngay: “L{* c6 nwong, chinh
tay ta da khdm nghiém tr thi Ton ghé, nhé ré nhitng vét thuwong trén nguoi
han.”

N6i r6i, ga quay ra ngoai bé mét canh cay dwa cho Tich Thay: “Lit ¢
nwong, co thit coi ta la Ton ghé, dién lai tinh hinh lic d6 xem. C6 n6i Ton
ghé ditng trong khung ctta, nén c6 gio dao dam han hai nhat, ding khéng
nao?”

“Pung...” Tich Thiy nam chat canh cay, run ray dap.
“Vay luc do6 c6 dam thé nao?”

Tich Thuy chan chtr nhin Treong Hang Anh, lai nhin canh cay trong tay,
cudi cung van gio 1én dam xudng nguwc Chu T Tan.

Trewong Hang Anh phat hoang, dinh ngan can thi Chu Tw Tan da nhanh
nhen tém 1ay c6 tay Tich Thay, chdn ditng thé dam ctia nang: “Li c6
nuwong, néu mot ngwoi ditng doi dién dam xudng thi vét dao phai di tir trén
xuong dwédi. Nhung vét thuong ctia Ton ghé lai tir trai sang phai, cling titc
13, han ta bi ddm khi nam nghiéng sang phai, vét dao chéch xudng dudi nén
ching ta doan chac hung thu thtra co Tén ghé ngu say thi ngoi trudc givong
vung dao dam han, chit khong phai nhw c6 néi la dam khi han ra mé ctra.
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“Ba@i vay, néu co ct khang khang nhan la minh giét Ton ghé, thi hay cho
chuing t6i biét, c6 lam thé nao 1én dwgc vao can nha bit bung nhuw 16ng sat
do6 dé sat hai Ton ghé khi han dang nga? R6i lam sao thoat ra khoi can nha
cai chot trong nhu thé?”

Tich Thuy diéng ngay ra, khong biét phan bac thé nao.

Truwong Hang Anh trgn tri'ng mat nhin nang, run run hoi: “A Bich? Sao
muoi phai néi d6i? Sao mudi phai mao nhan la hung tha?”

“D1i nhién 1a vi huynh r6i, Treong nhi ca a.” Hoang T Ha binh than phan
tich, “Huynh cho rang c6 ay la hung thu giét Nguy Hy Man va Ton ghé,
con c6 ay lai twédng huynh da giét hai ké kia dé bao thu thay c6 ay. Bdi thé,
khi phat hién huynh tré thanh déi twgng bi tinh nghi, tham chi con anh
huwéng dén tién do sau nay, co ay bén qua quyét hy sinh than minh, dén Dai
Ly Tw dau thd, hong ganh tdi thay, bao vé cho huynh binh an!”

L&i nay ctia Hoang Tt Ha khién hai nguwdi Trwong Hang Anh va Tich Thiy
do ra.

“A Dich... mudi ngoc qua!” Trwong Hang Anh voi chdp 14y tay nang, mot
ga trai chirng dy tudi, vay ma gio day mung rd, gian dit, buon ba, bao cam
xUc lan 16n déu 16 ra ngoai mat, that khong biét phai miéu ta thé nao:
“Mudi... mudi day! Gio chung ta lam sao day?”

Thay hai ngudi siét chat tay nhau, Hoang T Ha vira vui lai vira buén, danh
an ui: “Gio cong chua da qua doi, L co nwong lai ¢ trong phong tam git
cta DPai Ly Ty nén khong bi tinh nghi. Nhung triedc do c6 da nhan giét hai
nguoi kia, nén mudn bao lanh ra ngay ciing khd, e rang phai doi, bat dugc
hung thu that sy thi mdéi tha duwgc.”

Tich Thuy rau ri gat dau néi khé: “Xin 16i Trwong nhi ca, tai mudi... tai
muoi khong tin huynh...”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Khong thé trach mudi dugc, cé trach thi trach ta da gidu mudi...” Truong
Hang Anh thd dai.

“Hai vi that la, lam am T Ién thé nay, bao hai ching ta phai lan lai ttr dau.”
Chu T Tan ngan ngam lac dau, xach hop com ra ngoai, xép lai ban ghé roi
cling Hoang T Ha ngoi xudng, Truong Hang Anh va Tich Thiy song song
ngoi xuéng chiéc giwong thap.

“Nao, hai vi 1a mot trong nhitng ngwoi ditng gan nhat, tan mat chirng kién
tham kich & chua Tién Phic hém dé, L c6 nwong, hy vong co6 tam thoi go
bd gut mac trong long, thuat lai that k¥ tinh hinh Iic ay cho ching t6i nghe
dugc khong?”

Tich Thuy lang 1€ can moi nhin Trwong Hang Anh, thay ga gat dau, mdi cui
gam mat ké: “Nhung hom dy thoat dau t6i doi mii c6 mang che nén khong
thay ro lam canh twong bén ngoai, vé sau lam roi mi, trong lic chd Trwong
nhi ca nhat gium, t6i s¢ bi ngwdi ta nhan ra, bén ngo6i thup xuéng che mat
lai. B&i thé, t6i khong thay gi cd, tham chi... tham chi cling khong trong
thdy Nguy Hy Man giita dam dong. Dang ly bo d6 hoan quan doé chdi nhu
thé nhin rat néi bat, nhung qua that to6i khong trong thay.”

Truwong Hang Anh cling vat 6c nhd lai: “Pung thé, chua Tién Phic hom ay
c6 ca bién ngwoi, Nguy Hy Man lai thap bé, lot thém giita dam dong, dén
t0i cling khong trong thay. Mai téi khi troi giang sam sét lam no cay nén,
thdy Nguy Hy Man lan 1on trén mat dat, t6i mdi biét hoa ra y cling di
chua.”

“Vay hai vi nghi ltic do... c6 thé c6 ké nao thtra co ra tay vdi y khong?”

“Hoan toan khong thé!” Treong Hang Anh dit khoat lac dau, “Sét danh no
tung cay nén chi trong nhay mat, ai da thoi gian kéo Nguy Hy Man ra khoi
dam déng ro6i xo6 vao Itva chit?”
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“Hon nita, ngudi y... ca ngudi déu chay phirng phirng, chit khong chi chay
mot hai chd. Du y lan 16n duwéi dat, cting khong dap néi.” Tich Thiy khé
khang bo sung, “Bai vay, t6i nghi, at 1a trgi phat.”

Hoang T Ha gat dau, doan tram tw hoi: “Luc do6 cac vi 6 nhin rd Nguy
Hy Man khong? Thay y c6 gi khéac la khong?”

Trewong Hang Anh gat dau: “Pwong nhién r6i! Toi biét y 1a ké hai Tich
Thy, nén & gitta dam dong chen lan van quay dau nhin y may lan. Thay
hinh nhwy... do cd ra vi sg, bi Itra thiéu nhu thé han la rat dau dén, thé ma
thoat dau y con ngdy ra, nam bo dwgi dat mot 1at, maéi gao 1én lan 16n khap
noi hong dap lwa.”

“Um... mudi cling nhé... tréng y c nhu vira tinh mong ay.”

Chu T Tan vtra ghi vira quay sang héi Hoang T Ha: “Thé nao day, cé
phai cang diéu tra cang giong trdi phat khong?”

Hoang T Ha 10 ga di, lai hoi Tich Thiy: “Sao c6 nwong lai 1ay bitc tranh
kia di?”

Nghe c6 nhac dén chuyén nay, Tich Thiy run ban lén, ngwdc mat nhin
Trwong Hang Anh, thdy ga van binh than, con diu dang nhin minh dam
dam, mé&i can moi dap khé: “T6i... bi cha tim thay r6i...”

Truwong Hang Anh ngac nhién héi: “Tw Idc nao thé?”

“Chinh la hom huynh di danh ma cau d6.” Tich Thady cdi gam mat, so sét
ké: “Mudi muon lam banh c¢6 lau cho huynh, bén t6i chg Tay mua thit dé...
lic ngang qua tiém cua cha, muogi khong kim duwgc, ngé vao trong...”

Tuy nang da doi mii c6 mang che, nhwng du sao ciing la cha con muwdi may
nam, Lt Chi Nguyén van nhan ra ngay. Nang mua thit dé xong, vé dén cua
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nha Trweong Hang Anh mdi thdy la la, vira quay lai thi trong thay cha minh
dang lang lang di theo dang xa.

Thdy Tich Thay da phat hién, L& Chi Nguyén ben di thang dén trudc mat
nang: “Kha day, chang nhitng khong chét, ma con tim dugc chon dung than
ntra.”

Nang run cam cap, chi sg ngwdi nha ho Trwong phat hién ra than phan that
cuia minh, danh nai ni cha di cho mau, coi nhu khong c6 dita con gai nay
nta.

Nao ngd cha nang cuwdi nhat: “Tim dugc chong r6i, lai dinh rii tao day a?
May xem da dén dap dugc ti nao on dwdng duc muwdi may nam nay cua tao
chwa? Tao n6i cho may biét, mot 1a may cut di xa xa, ditng & kinh thanh
nay lam mat mat tao, hai la may bado ngudi nha nay chuan bi cho tao mudi
quan tién sinh l€é, coi nhw trd cong tao nu6éi nang may bay nhiéu nam!”

Chu T Tan thé dai héi: “Thé nén c6 méi danh cap bitc tranh di cam lay
muoi quan tién , trd cho cha co u?”

Tich Thuy nghién rang gat dau: “T6i... thyc chang con cach nao nita, toi
khong muon xa Trwong nhi ca, nhwng t6i cling so huynh dy biét qua khi
ctia minh... T6i, t6i c ng®, dudi gam trdi nay, chang ai chap nhan néi mét
ké nho nhu6c nhu téi nita...”

Poan nang gio doi tay run ray lén che mat, giong cang ltic cang nhd di:
“T6i tuyét vong roi, toi ci¥ twdng co6 thé nhot minh trong gian nha doé suot
doi, dé la noi nwong nau cudi cung cua toi... Nhwng cha toi ép toi, Ong ay
muon cat dit tia hy vong cudi cung ctia doi t6i... Vé sau nghe thdy Truong
nhi ca ké vé birc tranh dé, biét dwgc n6 cé lai lich khong tam thuwong, t6i
bén... danh cap né giao cho cha, néi rang day la ngy bt cua tién hoang, rat
déang tién, bao 6ng dy cam 1y roi dirng bao gi dén tim toi nita. Ong dy
khong tin nén t6i da dem no di cam, qua nhién duwgc mudi quan. T6i dwa

https://thuviensach.vn



tién cho cha, con ndi, tir nay vé sau nha ho Li* khong c6 con gai nita, t0i la
nguwoi nha ho Trwong...”

Pén day nang khong ké tiép dugc nita, chi thon thitc khong thoi, lau that
lau mdéi nghen ngao noéi: “Xin 16i Trirong nhi ca... mudi chinh la tén trom
danh cap do gia bdo cua nha huynh...”

“Khong, dirng noi 1a mudi lam vay vi muén & bén ta, du mudi dem tat ca do
dac trong nha di ban hay di viit, cling chang sao ca.” Trwong Hang Anh diu
dang cam lay tay nang do danh: “Cha ta bénh nang vira dg, ta lai phai ra
ngoai lam viéc, trong nha chi c6 mot tay mudi lo lieu, muoi da thanh ba chu
tir 1au roi! Ba chu dem do di cam thi c6 gi sai chit?”

Tich Thuy khong ngd Truwong Hang Anh lai n6i thé, chi biét ngay ra nhin
gd, hai hang nwdc mat ci thé lan dai. Trweong Hang Anh nhe nhang lau
nwdc mat cho nang, dam dam nhin nang that lau, khong giau dugc vé buon
rau: “A Pich, mudi ngdc qua... gio phai lam sao day?”

“R0 that 1a, gio thanh ra thé nay, chang phai gay go u?” Chu T Tan thay
xung quanh khéng c6 ai khac, mdi ha giong noi: “Co diéu hai ngudoi dirng
lo, Ian nay cong chuia qua doi, doi véi triéu dinh la bat hanh, xong véi Tich
Thuiy c6 nwong lai la may man... Thoi thiéu khanh la ngwdi sang suot, chi
can Tich Thuy ké ro dau dudi cau chuyén véi huynh ay, ching ta sé nho
mady vi virong gia n6i d& cho, dau sao Chiéu virong va Ngac viong ciing
tirng gap hai vi, néu ching ta nai ni, chac ho chang ngai ra mat n6i may cau
dau. Vé phan hoang thwong, ta thay gio day ca thién ha chi minh Quy
vuong thuyét phuc noi thanh thwgng théi. Viéc nay danh nho Sung Co

2»

vay...
Ca ba nguoi déu dé don mat vao Hoang T Ha, day hy vong.

Hoang Tt Ha thoang do dv, roi gat dau dap: “Toi sé c6 gang.”
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Trwong Hang Anh vé nha 1ay chan dém va quan 4o cho Tich Thiy, con
Hoang Tw Ha va Chu T Tan roi khéi Pai Ly Ty, vira di vira thdo luan c6
phai Bong Xwong cong chuia lic ay bi khong ché hay khong, tai sao khong
kéu cttu. Chgt thdy Thoéi Thuan Tram cuwdi ngya quay veé, vira nhdy xudng
ngua da mung rd reo lén vaéi ho: “Tw Tan! Sung Co! Hai ngwoi cling & day
a? T6t qua roi!”

Ngoai cong Pai Ly Tu thap dén sang choang, cay dudc trong tay tén tuy
tung cda Thoi Thuan Tram ciling chay rirng ric, cang soi ro nét mat han
hoan ctia Théi thiéu khanh, khién hai nguwdi déu lay lam ngac nhién, voi
dwa mat nhin nhau: c twédng Thoi thiéu khanh sé phai au sau gan chét chi
nhi!

Trong thdy mét than hinh béo phi bi 16i ra tir sau lwng Thoi Thuan Tram,
hai nguoi lai cang kinh ngac: ga trung nién lun tit tron quay dang bi tréi
nghién nhw don banh tét kia chang phdi Tién Quan Sach hay sao?

Vira trong thay bon ho, Tién Quan Sach tic thi goi toang 1én: “Chu thiéu
gia! Duwong cong cong! Hai vi nhat dinh phai lam ching cho t6i! Toi qua
thue khong giét ngwdi ma! Cang khong thé nao giét cong chia dugc!”

Chu T Tan trgn tron mat kinh ngac héi: “Thoi thiéu khanh, 6ng ta 1a hung
tha day u?”

Thoi Thuan Tram cuwdi tit cad mat, ty dac dap: “Pung thé, hom nay ta phung
meénh hoang thwgng, luc soat phu cong chua, vira hay tom dugce tén nay 1én
lut 1én vao gap mot dau bép trong phu. Ching ta bat lai héi han thi han khai
rang minh t&i tim con gai, dinh ltra ai ch!”

Chu T Tan nhin theo Tién Quan Sach bi 16i vao trong, ngac nhién héi: “O,
con gai ong ta khong phai thi nit trong phu cong chua sao?”

“Thi ding, han lu6n miéng noéi con gai minh la thi ni* hau ha bén canh cong
chida, con n6i minh da gdp nhiéu lan, gan day thdy con gai khong co tin titc
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gi nén mai 1én 1én vao phu nghe ngéng.” Thoéi Thuan Tram dé biu, “No6i doi
cling khong nén hén, bao han chi xem dau la con gai thi han khong chi
duwgc, lai ké rang trén co tay con gai c6 mot cai b6t hong nga xanh, két qua
ching ta héi khap nguwdi trong phu tir trén xudng dwdi, dirng néi khong cé
thi ni* nao nhw vay, ma ké ca hoan quan, cling chang ai c6 bét trén tay.”

“0, thé ma lan trude ching t6i dén tiém cua Ong ta diéu tra, dng ta con dua
ra vat chitng ro rang, con gai 6ng ta c6 biéu cha mét con coc vang, toan
than nam day chau bau, ngoi trén mot phién 14 sen bang ngoc phi thiy, tinh
xdo lam!”

“Coc vang a?” Thoi Thuan Tram sang mat Ién, “Co phdi trén phién 14 sen
ay con c6 mot giot sirong bang pha 1€, moi lan di dong con céc, giot sirong
sé lan tron trén la khong?”

Chu T Tan gat dau lia lia: “Thoi thiéu khanh ciing thay roi a?”

“Di nhién! Ay la c6ng pham ctia mdt quéc gia Tay Ve ndo dé tir hai ndm
tredc! Hom dy nham ding mong mot Tét, cac quan than trén dién déu dugc
chiém nguwong, ai ndy tram tr6 khéng ngét! Vé sau, no trd thanh mot trong
nhitng mén héi mén cua Bong Xwong cong chia!” Néi dén day, Thoi
Thuan Tram mitng & vo tay: “O, c6 10i, c6 ca dong co gy an nita chif!
Tién Quan Sach mwu trdm céc vang, lién tiép giét hai hoan quan pht cong
chia, c6ng chia va tén Ton ghé song gan do, tuy chwa rd Ton ghé day dwa
dén vu nay thé nao, nhung ta tin rang néu dung hinh tra khao, ga béo lun doé
at phai khai rd ngon nganh!”

Vira néi, Thoi Thuan Tram vira xam xam di thang vao dai sanh Dai Ly T,
lu6n miéng sai bao thudc ha: “Thap dén! Thang duwong! Ban quan mudn
tham van trong pham ngay bay gio!”

Chu T® Tan liu cé lvi, quay lai nhin Hoang Tt Ha. Hoang Tt Ha voi dubi
theo Th6i Thuan Tram, khong quén ném lai mot cau: “Con doi gi nita, mau
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di theo xem Thoi thiéu khanh chuan bi tham van thé nao!”

Cong dwong Dai Ly Ty dén dudc sang trirng, tam ban nha dich, quan vién
chép phap, binh su, tw chinh ditng hai bén, Pai Ly Ty thiéu khanh dich than
tham van, thanh thé rat ram ro.

Hai nguoi duge hoang thugng kham diém tra xét vu nay la Hoang Tw Ha
va Chu T Tan ng6i bén canh xem thang duong, thay Tién Quan Sach bi
16i ra, quy sup xudng dat run cam cap.

Hoang T Ha héi nho Chu Tw Tan: “Pai Ly Ty khanh hién gio 1a ai? Sao
chang bao gio thady xuat hién & Pai Ly Tw vay?”

Chu T Tan kinh ngac nhin c6: “Cong cong khong biét u?”

“T6i lam sao biét dugc, tredc day ldac roi kinh thi Pai Ly Ty khanh la Tw
cong, xong veé sau nghe no6i T cong da qua doi...”

“Cong cong ngay ngay déu ¢ bén Dai Ly Ty khanh, thé ma khong biét Dai
Ly Tw khanh la ai a?” Chu T Tan hoi cao giong.

Hoang T Ha gio ngo6n tay 1én moi ra hiéu cho ga nho tiéng, nhung vira
dong ndo, c6 cling budt miéng thot 1én: “Pai Ly Tw khanh la... Quy vuong
u?”

“Chtt con gi nita! Cong cong khong biét virong gia kiém nhiém bao nhiéu
chic vi a?”

Lan nay ga noi qua to, bén bi may ngudi bén canh li€c xéo, ca hai danh vo
nhw khong biét, cii dau gid bién ban ghi chép lic trude cia Chu T Tan ra.

Tho6i Thuan Tram uy phong ng6i xuéng ghé, doan trang trong héi: “Ké quy
dwéi kia la ai?”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Tiéu nhan... tiéu nhan Tién Quan Sach, mé& tiém ngwa Tién Ky trong kinh,
bao nam nay lam an lwong thién, tuan tht phap luat... Tiéu nhan oan qua!
Tiéu nhan khong hé...”

“Ban quan hoi gi nguwoi hang dap nay!” Théi Thuan Tram dap ban, doan
cam lay ban cau hdi ma tu chinh da ghi san, lan lwgt héi titng cau mot: “Co
phai gan day tiém ngwa cta ngwoi mé thém dich vu nao vét dwong nuéc,
con qua lai v6i dam phu phen khoi thong céng ranh & bo Cong khong?”

“Vang...” Tién Quan Sach chang hiéu mé té gi, danh c6 sao khai vay.

“Theo nhitng gi Pai Ly Ty tra dwgc thi gan noi Bong Xwong cong chua
xdy ra chuyén cé mdét ctia cong, c6 phai sau khi ra tay nguwoi da an nau duéi
do, hong tranh khoi sy truy lung cta sai nha khong?”

Tién Quan Sach sg hét via, cuong quyt gao toang lén: “Khong phai! Khong
phai khong phai! Tiéu nhan khong hé giét nguwoi! Tiéu nhan... tiéu nhan
con khong biét cong chia da qua doi nita ma!”

“Theo diéu tra thi 1an dau tién ngwoi vao phu cong chida la nam ngoai,
nham tu stta dwong nuwdc trong pha. Nguwoi khong ranh vé dudng nudce, sao
lai thwong xuyén chay dén dé xem xét cong viéc?”

“Tiéu nhan... tiéu nhan nghe ndi pht cong chda xa hoa 16ng lay, rap tam
muon chiém nguwdng dé md rong tam mat, lai nghi cong chda than phan ton
quy, chi e bon thugc ha pham sai sot, nén thwong t6i giam sat, chit khong
c6 y gi khac ca!” Tién Quan Sach sg dén noi ngoi bét dwdi dat, nhin nhw
mot miéng md lgn nhiin nhéo trang béch.

“Nghe n6i phu cong chia xa hoa 16ng lay v? Thé nén nguwoi mGi nham t6i
nhitng ky tran di bao trong phu, con thong dong vdi hoan quan Nguy Hy
Man tu6n c6c vang va tram Ctru loan trong kho ra ngoai, phai khong?”
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“Chuyén nay tir dau ra vay? Tiéu nhan va Nguy Hy Man md&i gap nhau mot
lan, con c6c vang cua tiéu nhan la con gai biéu, tiéu nhan chwa bao gio thay
tram Cuu loan...”

“Nguoi mdi gap Nguy Hy Man mot 1an, sao lai biéu han thit quy gia nhw
linh lang hwong? Vé sau Nguy Hy Man tirng dén tiém ctia nguoi doi thém,
r6i mat tich ngay trong hom doé, sang hom sau thi chét tai chua Tién Phuc.
Nguoi n6i xem, c6 phdi y tiép tay cho nguoi ldy trdm céc vang roi bi nguoi
giét nguoi diét khau, bay ké thiéu chét khong?”

Tién Quan Sach ldc nay da rong rong nwdéc mat, rén hir htr trong hong, roi
rit phan tran: “Khong phai, khong cé... Linh lang hvong do, 1a t6i tang cho
mot dau bép...”

“Vay tai sao tat ca déu néi 1a Nguy Hy Man str dung? A dau bép kia c6
phai mot trong nhitng tai mat ctia ngwoi tai phti cong chia khong?”

“Khong phai! Khong phai that ma! Xwong Bo ¢ nha bép 1a ngudi tét, cod ay
da gidp t6i tim thay con gai...”

“Nguoi cit luén miéng noéi con gai minh & trong phu cong chia, nhung tat
ca ngwoi hau ké ha trong phu, khong ai c6 vét b6t trén c6 tay nhw nguoi
miéu ta ca, ngwoi lam sao chitng minh dwoc ha?”

Tién Quan Séach than thd quy dwdi cong duong, co thit trén mat gian giat.
Trong dang vé dy, Hoang Tt Ha vira thwong x6t vira bubn rau, bat giac than
tham trong long, quay di khong n& nhin thém nita.

“Nhung...nhung tiéu nhan ding la da gdp con gai ma! N6 ding sau tdim
binh phong, chia tay cho tiéu nhan xem, trén canh tay ranh ranh c6 mot vét
bé&t mau hong nga xanh hinh con thd, chang phai Hanh nhi thi con ai nita?
Tiéu nhan da gdp con gai thyc ma...”
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Tho6i Thuan Tram dap ban, cat ngang trang ké 1€ vira nhw phan tran vira nhw
truy hoi caa ho Tién: “Tién Quan Sach! Ban quan héi nguwoi, nguoi thong
dong v4i Nguy Hy Man danh cap bau vat trong pht cong chia, sao con sat
hai c6ng chia? Hom dé & gitta dam dong, cong chda trong thay tram Ctru
loan trong tay nguoi, sau dé nguoi ra tay v6i cong chia thé nao? Mau khai
thuwc cho ban quan!”

Tién Quan Sach sg bat via, chi biét lac dau quay quay: “Khong phai dau!
Khong phai that ma! Tiéu nhan khong giét ngwdi, con gdi tiéu nhan & trong
phu cong chuaa...”

Binh sy Dai Ly Ty thé dai: “Chitng ¢t ranh ranh ma pham nhan van cirng
miéng khong nhan, thwra thiéu khanh, xem ra khong dung dai hinh thi han
sé khong nhan dau!”

“Um, trude tién 16i xuéng danh hai muoi tregng!” Théi Thuan Tram ra
1énh, doan rit mot thé 1énh quang xuéng céng duwong.

Chu Tt Tan bat day lao dén toan bat 1ay thé 1énh. Tiéc rang van cham mot
buwdc, thé 1énh roi xudng dat, nha dich titc thi tom l1dy Tién Quan Sach kéo
xuong duwdi.

Chu Tt Tan lao qua nhanh, vo y vap phai chiéc ghé, nga nhao xudng dat,
lam ghé ciing d6 theo, cac nha dich ditng quanh do6 déu tan ra, cong duong
bong choc trd nén 16n xon.

Tho6i Thuan Tram cau may: “Tw Tan lam gi thé?”

“Thoi thiéu khanh.” Hoang Tt Ha ditng day chap tay hanh 1é v6i han: “Tuy
thiéu khanh da xtr Iy vu nay, nhung hoang thwgng titng phai né tai cung T
Tan tham gia, nén c6 vai chuyén mudn ban bac qua véi thiéu khanh, cé thé
tim cho nao do6 noéi vai cau khong?”
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Tho6i Thuan Tram nghe thay tiéng la tham thiét cta Tién Quan Sach tir bén
ngoai vong vao, lai nhin dam nha dich tan loan trén cong duong, dap:
“Puogc thoi, chiing ta ra phia sau néi chuyén, dé ching nghi ngoi chinh don
lai mot lat.”

Ba ngudi ra nha sau ng6i xuong, dgi ké hau dang tra nuwdc xong xudi, Thoi
Thuan Tram lién hoi: “Cé chuyén gi vay?”

Hoang T Ha héi: “Thoi thiéu khanh thdy Tién Quan Sach la hung thu that
u?”

Thoi Thuan Tram nhiu may: “Theo tinh hinh treéc mat, chang phai han la
ké bi tinh nghi nhiéu nhat v? Han tang Nguy Hy Man loai huwong liéu quy
gia nhw vay, Nguy Hy Man tGi tim han r6i mat tich ngay trong dém, dén
sang hom sau thi bi thiéu chét; tén T6én ghé kia nhat dinh la dong pham,
hodc phat hién ra tdi ac ctia han lén bi giét, sau d6 ho Tién lai canh thoi
gian, bay ra tro say rugu tinh c@ pha ctra xong vao phat hién thi thé; con
nita, han da trém dugc coc vang trong kho ctia phu cong chua, at cling cé
thé trom tram Ctru loan, ma cay tram do lai chinh la hung khi sat hai cong
chia, canh hién trudng cé ctra cong ngam, rat tién cho han trén thoat, nghe
néi may ngay tredc han con t6i do dich than doc thiic nguwoi ta khoi thong
dong...”

Hoang T Ha lai héi: “Cit cho la Nguy Hy Man chét vi sy thong dong cling
Tién Quan Sach danh cap coc vang, sau dé bi Tién Quan Sach giét nguoi
diét khau, nhung khi tram Ctru loan bién mat, Nguy Hy Man da chét rdi,
Tién Quan Sach khong cé noi tng, lam sao ra tay duwgc nita?”

Thoi Thuan Tram nhiu may ngam nghi, hoi lau méi néi: “Hay la & dau bép
ma han nhac téi kia?”

Hoang Tt Ha mét mai lac dau: “Thai thiéu khanh a, Nguy Hy Man la
ngwoi hau bén canh cong chiia, may ra con c6 co hdi an cap, chir dau bép
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ca ngay loay hoay trong nha bép, dén 1én gac Thé Van con chang c6 dip,
huéng ho la danh cap cay tram?”

“Nhung cong cong khong thé pha nhan, tén Tién Quan Sach kia c6 lién
quan mat thiét dén vu nay, hon nita con dinh liu rt su véi ca ba vu... O,
quén mat! Con ngya xay ra chuyén ctia pho ma, cling la han ban cho Ta
Kim Ng6 Vé! Cong cong bdo mot nguwdi bi tinh nghi nhiéu nhw thé, con cé
thé trong sach uw?” Thoi Thuan Tram thd dai, ghé lai gan bon ho néi khé,
“Hudng ho cong cong ciling biét hoang thwgng yéu nhat BPong Xwong cong
chua, nang niu nhu bau vat vay. Gio cong chua qua doi, dirng noi la tam
phap ty: Pai Ly Ty, Hinh b va Ngu St Pai, ngay kinh thanh chuw vé, hai
nha mon, muoi dao quan cling dung hong thoat khoi trach nhiém. Pa co
may thai y bi danh chét ngay tai cho, nghe néi hoang thwong con dinh tri
t0i dén ca dong tdc nha bon ho may tram ngudi, cong cong bao, cong chia
bi hung thit ddm mdt nhat ma chét, cac thai y c6 toi tinh gi dau? Gid con
khong mau bat 1y thu pham giao cho hoang thwgng thi nha mén nao ganh
noi con 16i dinh nay?”

Hoang T Ha cau may. Chu T® Tan voi héi: “Vay thiéu khanh thay, L
Tich Thay va Tién Quan Sach ai dang nghi hon?”

“Tt Tan khéo dua, so v6i Tién Quan Sach, chut hiém nghi cia L Tich
Thiy thuc chang dang nhac t6i. Néu khong phai c6 ta tw dén dau thu, con
ky vao ban an, thi bay gio c6 thé phong thich r6i!”

Chu T Tan ca mirng, lai néi: “Thoi thiéu khanh, thiyc ra téi cling thay vu
an nay cta 6ng chu Tién nén than trong mot chiit van hon, huynh bao c6
phai khong? Du gi ciling lién quan dén mang nguwdi ma...”

Thoi Thuan Tram 16 vé kho xt, nhung van mién cudng gat dau: “Cong ti
yén tam, ta dau sao ciing la thiéu khanh Dai Ly T, liic nao nén than trong,
ta van sé...”

https://thuviensach.vn



Chwa dit cau, dang sau lai c6 ngwoi chay vao bam: “Thiéu khanh, Thoi
thiéu khanh!”

Tho6i Thuan Tram nhiu may, nhin vién quan thtra mirng r& chay vao, hoi:
“Sao thé?”

“Vira nhan dugc tin, bén dwéi nha Tén ghé cling c6 mot dwong cong chay

"’

qua

“O? That a?” Thoi Thuan Tram mirng r& ditng phét day: “Tién Quan Sach
c6 biét dwong cong nay khong?”

“Da biét! May hom truéc khi xay ra vu an, trong kinh khoi thong cong
ranh, may tén phu phen dudi tredng Tién Quan Sach da téi tu stra cho nay,
ho Tién con dén tan noi doc thic!”

“Pung la lwdi troi 1ong 16ng thira ma kho lot, lai thém mot chitng ¢ nita
r6i!” Thoéi Thuan Tram dac y ngoai nhin Hoang Tt Ha va Chu T Tan,
“Cac vi xem, tén Tién Quan Sach kia ro rang la hung tha giét ngudi! Han
theo duwong cong 1én vao gian phong kin nhw bung ctia Tén ghé giét nguoi,
r6i lang lang theo dwdng cong chuén mat. Sau do lai tu tdp moi nguwdi cung
pha ctra xong vao, nguy tao ching ctt ngoai pham cho minh!”

Chu T Tan cau may: “Thoi dai nhan, lic Tén ghé vira chét, t6i tirng dén
hién treong, thdy nén nha rat bang phang, khong cé diu hiéu dot nhap tw
bén duéi...”

Thoi Thuan Tram nghe vay thi nhiu may, nhung chi thoang sau da hang hai
phan béac: “O, thé nén hin mdi 16i kéo bay nhiéu ngudi cling t&i chiing kién
cai chét cia Ton ghé! Ngwoi dong nhw thé, chang phai sé giam phang nén
nha vtra bi x6i tung, x0a sach chirng ctt hay sao? Tam tu ké nay kin ké nhw
thé, dung la gido hoat t6t bac!”
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“Nhung... van con nghi van ma...” Chu Tt Tan dang dinh noi tiép thi Thoi
Thuan Tram gio tay ngan lai, di thang ra cong duwong: “T Tuan, Duwong
cong cong, vu nay ta da nam chac trong tay, hai ngwdi khoi can nhoc long
nita, ct giao cho ta la dugc, sang mai ta sé tra xét twong tan vu nay!”

Vé dén Quy phu thi da khuya, nhuwng Hoang Tw Ha van t6i cho Ly Thw
Bach, thuat lai dau dudi moi chuyén hom nay ¢ Pai Ly Tu.

Ly Thu Bach nghe xong phi cuwoi: “Mai ta sé di héi Thoi Thuan Tram xem,
pham nhén kia gido hoat kin ké nhu thé, sao con dem con c6c vang danh
cap & phu cong chia ra khoe véi nguwdi ctia quan phu?”

“Nhung hoang thwgng rat quan tam dén vu nay, néu c6 thé két an that
nhanh thi cAc nha m6n mdi yén than dwgc. Theo do, tim ngay mot ké thé
t0i, hon nita con tap hop duwoc tat ca nhitng diém kha nghi, cling 1a Iwa chon
thwong thdy ctia quan phu thoi.” Hoang T Ha nhiu may.

Ly Thu Bach tram ngam, héi 1au m@i néi: “Hon nita, néu s6m ngay két an,
nguoi cling cé thé sém lén dwong theo ta vé Thuc, day cling 1a mot lva
chon khéng té doi vdi ngwoi. Suy cho cung, c6 nhitng chitng ci sé tiéu tan
theo thoi gian, ngwoi muon rita sach oan khuat cho minh thi nén nhanh
nhanh la hon.”

“Lé nao vuong gia cho rang, day Tién Quan Sach ra lam ké thé toi trong vu
nay, la két qua hay nhat u?”

“Pwong nhién la khong.” Ly Thw Bach khé bing vao chiéc binh lwu ly
duwng con ca nhd, “Theo ta thay, két qua hay nhat la tim mot ké gian ac
khong cha khong me khong con khong cai. Duwéi gam troi nay rat nhiéu
nhitng ké nhuv thé, tiéc rang hoang thwong lai khong tin, ding khong nao?”

Hoang Tw Ha néi khé: “Tién Quan Sach... tuy tham lam hén nhat, nhung
khong phai ké ac.”
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“Nhung biét lam sao dwgc? Du gi nguoi cling phai tim dwgc mot nguoi dé
bao cdo vGi hoang thwong. Ta va nguwoi déu ro, trong vu an nay, ba nan
nhan lan lwgt 1a Nguy Hy Man, Ton ghé va cong chiia, c6 nam c6 nit, c6
nguoi sang ké hen, nhung tat ca déu lién quan dén viéc Lit Tich Thay bi
lang nhuc. Bai vay ké bi tinh nghi nhiéu nhat la ba nguwoi L Tich Thuy,
Truwong Hang Anh va Luc Chi Nguyén.” Ly Thu Bach néi thang, “Bat ké la
Itra minh d6i ngwdi hay la san c6 cam tinh, thi ngwoi cling budc phai thira
nhan, ké dang nghi nhét chinh 1a Trwong Hang Anh.”

Tam sy van dé nén trong long bi y noéi toac ra, khién Hoang Tt Ha khong
biét phéi phan bac thé nao. Hoi lau, c6 mai gat dau thira nhan: “No tai
biét.”

Ly Thue Bach doi méat khédi con ca nhé nhin sang c6, nheo nheo cdp mat sac
sdo: “Néu hung tha thye sy la ga, ta lai rat tan thuwdng. Bat ké ké nao & vao
1ap trwdng cua ga, déu khong thé khoanh tay ditng nhin dugc. Khac chang
la c6 ké dam nghi ma khong dam lam, c6 ké lai lam ma khong kin ké day
thoi. Néu ba vu nay déu do Trwong Hang Anh gay ra thi ta phai nhin ga
bang con mat khéc r6i.”

Nhin vé tan thwéng khong hé gidu diém cua y, Hoang Tt Ha khé hoi: “Vay
néu Treong Hang Anh thue sy 1a tha pham, gia c6 gilt duwgc tinh mang cho
huynh dy khéng?”

Ly Thu Bach nhiu may: “Trwéc cai chét cia Pong Xwong cong chia thi
con c6 thé. Nhung véi tinh hinh bay gid thi cling khé néi lam.”
Hoang Tw Ha gat dau: “Tw xwa dén nay, giét nguoi thi dén mang.”

Ly Thu Bach lai néi: “Néu vu nay dugc tién hanh dya theo ba hinh vé kia,
thi gio da da ba nan nhan roi, nguwoi sap xép lai tat ca manh moéi cho ta

»

Xeml.
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Hoang Tw Ha gat dau, doan khoanh chan ng6i xuéng chiéc ban thap phia
sau, nghi nggi gidy lat roi trdi gidy cam bt thong tha viét ra. Co von tap
theo thw phap caa Vé phu nhan(*), nét chit nhu thiéu nit cai hoa, thanh ta
tao nha, t6c do viét lai nhanh, chang bao 1au da viét xong trinh Ién.

(*) Vé phu nhan tén 1a Thuoc, ty Mau Y, 1a mot nit thw phap gia thoi Dong
Tan (nam 266-420). Chit cia ba nhan nha my 1€, dam nhat hai hoa, dugc
Puwong nhan thw binh tan tung rang: “Nhuw thiéu nit cai hoa, khuén mat khi
ngang khi nghiéng, nhw my nit 1én dai, dang tién chap chon bién o, sen
héng chiéu nwdc, may noi bién xanh.” Ba ting 1a thay day Vwong Hy Chi,
nha thw phap néi tiéng Trung Qudc.

MOot, cai chét cia Nguy Hy Man: Troi giang sdm sét, sao lai danh trung cay
nén, réi thiéu chét mot hoan quan thap bé gitta ca dam dong? Néu dung la
do ngudi lam, thi hung thua diéu khién sam sét bang cach nao? Sgi day sat
va thily ngan trong ho ca tir dau ma ra, cé lién quan dén vu an khong?

Hai, pho ma nga ngua tai san kich cic: Co phai c6 ngwoi nhiung tay vao hay
khong? Néu dung, thi c6 phdi nham vao pho ma khéng? Lam sao dé khién
pho ma chon dung con ngua do, sau do ra tay vGi no?

Ba, céi chét cia Ton ghé: Lan vao can nha kin bung dé bang cach nao? Tai
sao trong gian nha ngheo nan nhu vay lai thoang thoang mui linh lang
hwong? Hung tht d6t nhap va tron thoat theo dwdong nao?

Bon, cai chét ctia cong chua: Tai sao gitta vong vay canh gac nghiém mat
nhuw vay ma tram Ctru loan van bj danh cap? Cong chia bi 16i ra khoi dam
dong, xong han phai biét minh dang & rat gan pho x4, tai sao khong hét 1én
goi nguwoi hau?

Ghi chu: Cai chét cia Bau Khau trong pht cong chia, bitc tranh ¢ nha ho
Trwong va pht Ngac vieong, at cé lién quan mat thiét dén vu nay.
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Ly Thu Bach xem xong gat dau nhan xét: “Viét voi qua, chit ‘1én’ viét
nham thanh ‘lan’ roi kia.”

Hoang Tt Ha cuéng 1én, v§i sam soi to gidy tim chit viét sai.

Ly Thu Bach chang buon ngang 1én, than nhién néi: “Chi¥ thit bady hang thi
tam.”

Hoang T Ha than phuc: “Tri nhé cua gia tot qua, nhin thoang qua cai gi la
nhd mai khong quén.”

“Ciling tam tam.” Y thuan miéng bo sung, “Hodc c6 thé ndi, tdng cong
nguoi da viét hai tram ba mwoi lam chit, nham mat chit thit mot tram muoi
tam.”

Hoang Ttw Ha khong dam tin vao tai minh, bén rat nita ndam que tinh cam
trong 6ng quang ra ban héi: “Vuong gia bao trong 6ng con bao nhiéu que?”

Y liéc qua, dap ngay: “Bon muoi bdy.”

Hoang T Ha dém, qua nhién la bon muoi bay.

Co ngang 1én nhin y: “N6 tai c6 mot cau mudn hoi?”

Y khong dap, chi nguwdc nhin co.

“H6m do trong chua Tién Phtic c6 ca thdy bao nhiéu ngudi?”
“Khong dém.” Anh mét y hién rd hai chi* “nham chéan”.

“Nhung bay gio gia cling & do, véi con mat cua gia, nhat dinh sé c6 an
twgng voi tat ca nhitng ngwdi xuat hién tredc mat minh, ding khong nao?”

‘(U’m »
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“Vay ma khi Nguy Hy Man chét, gia lai néi ltic trudc minh khong hé thay

y.’,
Ly Thu Bach hoi twéng lai roi gat dau: “Cé 1é vi y thap bé nén bi ngwdi bén
canh che khuat.”

“Xong hai nguwoi chitng kién tan mat la Triong Hang Anh va Lit Tich Thay
déu noi, tredc khi ngon Itra bung 1én, ho ciing khong hé thdy Nguy Hy
Man.” Hoang Tt Ha tram ngam nghi ngoi, anh mat sang dan Ién, “Nguy
Hy Man la ké thu cta ho, hon nita con mac y phuc hoan quan do chéi, nhin
rat noi bat, chi ditng cach ho c6 may thuwéc, dang 1€ ho phai thay ngay maéi
duang.”

Thay mat c6 sang ruc l1én, Ly Thw Bach hoi lai: “N6i vay la ngwoi da 1an ra
manh moi roi u?”

“Vang, c6 1é no tai da tim ra diém mau chot trong vu chét thiéu ¢ chua Tién
Phuc.” Co twoi croi go ngon tay lén vu th hai, pho ma nga ngwa: “Nho
thé, cling 10 m& cam nhan dwgc nguyén do vu nay ro6i.”

Ly Thu Bach nhin theo ngén tay c6: “Ngwoi biét hung thu thira co ra tay
vao lic nao réi u?”

“T6i thay vu an nay hé c6 dong co thi chang can quan tam dén phwong thic
ha tha nita.” C6 nghiém trang nhin y, “Gia c6 nhé no tai tirng ké, thang Hai
dau khau m@&i dom hoa khong?”

Ly Thu Bach hiéu diéu c6 am chi, tram ngam giay lat ro6i nhiu may:
“Hoang gia do6i véi han khong bac, mdi ngoai hai muoi da la Quang Loc
dai phu, nhin khap triéu dinh c6 ai dwgc vé vang nhu thé.”

“Nhung du & ngoi cao, long van khong yén dwoc, phai khong nao?” Co héi
khé.
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Ly Thu Bach nghi nggi, doan dirng day.

“Ngay mai ta véi nguoi dén pha cong chiia mot chuyén...”
“Ngay mai xin gia dan no tai dén phu cong chua...”

Hai ngudi dong thoi néi cing mot y.

Hoang Tt Ha ngan nguoi, roi bat gidc nhoén cwdi. Anh mit Ly Thw Bach
dirng trén guwong mat co gidy lat roi lang lang nhin lang di, khong néi mét
101.

17

Huong tan ngoc nat

Sang hom sau khi ho tdi, cd phti cong chiia da chim trong bau khong khi
nghiém trang va dau buon.

Pam nguoi dudi dang go hét tredng lua xudng, treo man trweéng trang 1én;
Vi Bdo Hoanh ciing déi tir 40 gdm théu sang 4o x6 trang. Trong gac dat thi
thé cong chda bay day da lanh dé gii cho cai xac khéi thoi rita, nhung gio
dang mua ha, e rang ciing khong gitt dugc lau.

Vi Bdo Hoanh ra tan ctrta don Quy vwong, ran ran nwdc mat thwa: “Han
quoc phu nhan néi, nam ngodi da dat san mot c6 quach bang goé nam moc
kham to vang, xin nhuwong dé kham liém cho cong chda. Ngwoi trong phu
dang di lay vé, bang khong thoi tiét nong nye thé nay, chie...”

Hoang Tt Ha cham chi nhin thi thé BDong Xuwong cong chtia nam dé. Nang
da thay sang 4o gdm do tia théu chim tri, bui t6c cai cay tram Ctru loan da
dwgc gan lai, phuc sttc chinh té, ma hong moi dé, nét dep sac sdo mong
manh con man ma hon truéec.
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Hoang T Ha khé hoi: “Pa ai kiém nghiém t& thi chwa?”

“Chuwa, hoang thugng dau long nhu thé, ai ddm nhac dén chuyén dé niva?”
Vi Bao Hoang nhin thi thé Béng Xwong cong chda, ndc mat lai lan dai.

Hoang Tw Ha héi: “Cé thé dé né tai kiém tra so qua mot lwgt khong?”

“Cong cong duwoc hoang thwgng chi dinh diéu tra vu nay, nhat dinh phai
xem r6i.” Vi Bdo Hoanh gat dau.

Hoang Tw Ha ta toi vGi han r6i bwdc dén canh Bong Xwong cong chia, Ly
Thu Bach va Vi Bao Hoanh tam lanh ra ngoai. Co nhe nhang cdi y phuc
cong chua ra, quan sat ky vét thwong tredc nguc.

Vét thwong da duoc rira sach, co thit co lai lam miéng vét thwong cang
thém nho. Chi thay mot 16 mau sau hoam gon ghé, hung thu dam maot nhat
trang tim khién cong chuia chét ngay tirc khac.

Lic ho chay dén noi thi cong chuia vira bi dam, hung thu dang bé trén.
Nhung tridc do cong chia da bi bat gitt dén nira tuan hwong, & do lai dong
nhu thé, tai sao khong kéu cttu? Trong khodng thoi gian ay, cong chiia va
hung thu da lam gi?

Co kiém tra k§¥ mot luwgt, xac dinh khéng con vét thiwong nao khac, méi
madc lai y phuc cho cong chia r6i buéc ra khoi phong.

Vi Bao Hoanh héi ngay: “Thé nao r6i?”

“Khong c6 gi khac thuwong cd, qua la bi dam tring tim ma chét, vét thuwong
kha nho, trung khép vai kich thuwée tram Ciru loan.” N6i doan, co6 dwa mat
nhin Quy vuong.

Ly Thu Bach hiéu y, lién bao: “A Vi, ta con mdt viéc muon héi pho ma.”

Vi Bao Hoanh gat dau, dan bon ho dén vion Tuc Vi.
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Ngang qua vuon Tri Cam, Hoang T Ha chot dirng buéc: “Man phép héi
pho ma, c6 thé cho chiing t6i vao trong xem xét dugc khong?”

Nhin hai canh ctra khép chat, nét mat Vi Bao Hoanh thoang vé kinh ngac
cung dau x6t, han lac dau: “Céng chuia da cho nguwdi phong téda vieon nay
lai, n6i 1a bén trong cé ma quy tac quai, phdi mat mwoi nam mai thanh trie
duoc...”

“Nhung gio cong chia da qua doi roi ma?” Hoang T Ha nhin con ddu cia
Pong Xwong cong chia in trén gidy niém phong dan ngoai ctra, phan bac.

“... Chi 1a manh vuon bé hoang lau ngay thoi ma, lai nghe don c6 ma, ta
thdy...” Vi Bao Hoanh nhin Ly Thu Bach, nao ngo y lai tan dong véi
Hoang Tw Ha: “Ding ngoai nay ciing thay chudi cao vugt twong, nghe
duwgc tiéng nwdc chay roc rach, ta nghi bén trong han la dep lam, mudn vao
xem sao.”

Vi Bdo Hoanh khong con 16i nao dé néi, danh bao nguwdi hau di 1ay chia
khoa. Chang may chdc, ctta viron da dugc ma.

Vuwon Tri Cam qua la noi dé tranh nong, vira m& civa ra da thay hoi mat pha
vao mat. Bén trong rgp nhitng chudi, dong nwdc uén lwgn bao 1ay ngdi dinh
nho gitta vieon, dwdi nuwédce trong day xwong bo va hoa sting. Vi bo hoang da

1au nén hai bén b cé moc xanh um, mat nwdc day béo, khong gian xanh
ngat ma yén tinh.

“Khu vuon dep thé nay, bo khong thi tiéc qua.” Ly Thw Bach tdm tac roi
xam xam di vao. Vi Bdo Hoanh thoang chan chtr, xong van theo sau.

Di dén bén ho, Ly Thu Bach ngodi lai héi Vi Bao Hoanh: “Sao Béng
Xwong lai phong téa khu vuon nay?”

“May thang trudce... c6 ngudi sy chan roi xuéng nwdc, chét dudi & day.”
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“La thi nit trong vuon u?”
“Vang...” Han than tho nhin ra mat ho.
“Nguoi trong cung a?”

Thay y c@ cham cham hoi chuyén nay, Vi Bao Hoanh biét khong thé lang
tranh dwgc, danh dap: “Thwa khong, 1a thi nit ¢ nha con dwa dén, hau ha
con tir nhg, tén... Pau Khau.”

“Nghe néi bitc tranh dau khau cia pho ma veé rat dep.”
“Thwa vang, Pau Khau cung con 16n 1én, tinh cdm... nhw me nhw chi vay.”

Ly Thu Bach nhin gi6 thoi dat dam béo trén ho, 16 ra mat nwéc nong, trong
thay day, tram ngadm héi: “A ludn hau ha bén canh phd ma, sao tw dung lai
chét dubi ¢ day?”

Vi Bado Hoanh can mé6i, hoi lau méi dap: “Nguwoi trong pha néi, Bau Khau
bi ma quy trong viron mé hodc, dan du dén day...”

“Nguoi biét rd 1a khong phdi vay ma.” Ly Thu Bach lac dau, “Cong chia
da qua doi, ngwoi muon tranh ti hiém cho ngwoi da khuat, ta rat hiéu. Xong

chuyén da dén nwdc nay, hoang thugng lai sai Dwong Sung Co tra xét, c6
mot chuyén, ching ta bugc phai hoi rd, mong pho ma bé qua cho.”

Vi Bao Hoanh bién sac: “Nhung... dén gig con van khong biét Bau Khau
lam sao ma chét.”

“Nhung pho ma biét hung thu la ai, ding khong nao?” Hoang Tt Ha chen
vao.

Vi Bao Hoanh dot ngot bi vach tran, loang choang lui lai, sitng s& nhin co,
khong noi dugc ntra 10i.
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“Vi pho ma, dé bao thu cho Bau Khau, pho ma da bay ra va kich nay, khién
moi nguwdi déu d6 don mat vao phua cong chiia, dén gio xem ra, pho ma
thanh cong roi day.” Nhin vé mat kinh ngac caa han, Hoang T Ha thé dai:
“N6 tai von di cling khong ngd, nhwng moi chuyén qua la trung hop, dén
gio da c6 ba nan nhan, hon nita ba vu &n mang nay duong nhw déu la troi
phat, lai 1an Iwgt dugce thye hién theo bite tranh cta tién hoang, ba hinh vé,
ba ngwdi chét, chang khac nao cuc dién duge dinh san tir muwdi nam trwede.”

“Troi phat w...” Vi Bdo Hoanh 1am bam.

“Pung thé, ba vu an nay thoat nhin khong thé doan duwgc tha phap gay an,
cach gidi thich hay nhat la troi phat hoac bi nguyeén ria theo bitc tranh ctia
tien hoang. Nhung trong tranh khong c6 viéc pho ma bi nga ngya. Bdi vay,
tuy viéc pho ma bi thwong khién cong chua lo lang khong yén, cling khién
hoang thwong phai ha 1énh cho chiing t6i dé mat t&i phu cong chaa, tap
trung diéu tra may vu an lién quan tdi quy phu, nhwng sau khi tra xét va so
sanh, no tai cam thdy vu an ctia pho ma gia khong lién quan gi dén chuoi an
mang nay.”

Vi Bao Hoanh im lang nhin co6, khong giai thich, cting khong thira nhan.

“Thit nhat, vu viéc ctia pho ma gia khong hé xuat hién trong tranh, chitng to
ban dau hung tht khong tinh dén pho ma. Thit hai, nga ngya tuy nguy
hiém, nhung da phan chi thwong tich chit it nguwoi ti vong, huéng hé pho
ma gia chi bi thwong nhe, khong giong vai tha phap chuan xac ac doc cna
hung thu, ré rang khong phai do cung mot nguoi ra tay. Con thi ba...”

Hoang Tt Ha nhin thang vao Vi Bado Hoanh, thé dai: “Pho ma gia khong
trire tiép can du vao bi kich ctaa Lit Tich Thiy, xét vé diém nay thi pho ma
gia la ké vo t6i, khong ly nao lai bi cuén vao.”

Vi Bado Hoanh nhéch méi nhin c6, héi 1au mdi hoi: “Sao nguoi lai cho rang,
vu tai nan ¢ san kich ctic hom d6 la do ta bay ra?”
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“Nhin bé ngoai thi vu tai nan d6 rat khé c6 ngudi nhing vao dugce. Dau sao
cling la do pho ma gia dich than chon ngwa, c6 xdy ra bat trac thi chi la
trung hgp, hodc c6 ngudi tién hanh pha réi khong nham vao ai ca, pho ma
xui xéo gap phai ma th6i. Nhung c6 mot ngudi, bat luan pho ma chon thét
ngwa nao, cling c6 thé gy ra mot vu tai nan khong 16n khong nho, hon nita
pho ma van kip thoi phong bi va khong ché dwoc, c6 phai khong?” Hoang
T Ha nhin xody vao han, néi ranh rot tirng tiéng mat, “Ngudi do, chinh la
pho ma.”

Vi Bdo Hoanh cup mat xuéng tranh anh mat c6, quay dau nhin ra nhitng
bong sung lac dac trén mat ho: “Chitng c dau?”

“Chitng ctt chinh la chiéc méng sat kia. Cay dinh trén d6 mdi bi nay ra, vi
néu hung thu ra tay trede tran dau thi dau vét cho cay dinh han da c6 gi sét
hodc bam bui. Ma trong tran kich ctc, lic ngya cua pho ma chay duong
nhién nguwoi khac khong thé ra tay, duy chi lic nghi la cé co hdi, thi ca bay
nguva lai bi Pich Ac cia Quy vuong uy hiép, co cum vao mot géc, ngay dén
nguoi cho ngwa an udng con khong tiép can noéi, vo tinh nhitng ngudi khac
lai dugc tay sach hiém nghi.”

Vi Bdo Hoanh gang gugng nhéch moéi cwdi nhung trong rat kho coi, van lai:
“N6i vay chang 1 cong cong trong thdy Vi mo ra tay u?”

“Pho ma can gi phai chinh tay lam. Bay gio trong tay pho ma con c6 cay
gady danh cau kia ma. Ngudi trong kinh déu biét pho ma diéu khién gay rat
thanh thuc, cu@i ngwa ciing cuce gidi, chi can nham ding Iic moi nguoi
trong ngoai san reo ho c6 vii, d6 don mat vao trai cau, tiéng hoan ho at hét
moi am thanh, pho ma thtra co ngwa cét vo hi dai thi dung cay gy danh vao
v6 phai phia truedc ctia ngwa, lam phan mong trwedc vénh 1én, dinh sat long
ra, méng cling hé ra, hé ngwa chay la sé nga quy gay chan, khién nguwoi
khac lam twdng rang pho ma bi ham hai.”
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Vi Bao Hoanh van cham chi ngam may bong sting buén rii trén ho, giong
mo mang lo dang: “Dwong cong cong ndi xem, tai sao Vi Bdo Hoanh mo
phai c6 y lam minh bi thwong?”

“Vi bau Khau, phai khong nao?” Hoang Tt Ha ditng phia sau han, giong
binh than: “Sau khi nghe Xwong B6 ké vé Pau Khau, nd tai da luu y téi
mot diém: mot thi ni* & vieon Tic Vi Bao Hoanh lai chét du6i tai vieon Tri
Cam, cach dé kha xa, hon nita sau khi qua doi, ngudi trong pht chang ai
phan tng gi, chi riéng céng chia ngu tai gac Thé Van, nam & tuét dau kia
pht, noi 1a ntra dém trong vueon c6 tiéng thé than khéc 16c, sai nguwdi phong
téa vuon Tri Cam lai.”

Co hudng mat ra hé nhe Vi Bao Hoanh, giong nho han: “Hon nita hé nuwéc
nong dén noi khong trong sen ndi phai trong sting, mudn chét dudi duwdi ho
cting kho lam.”

“B@i vay moi nguwoi déu néi BDau Khau bi ma quy mé hoac kéo xudng
nuwde.” Rét cude Vi Bdo Hoanh ciing 1én tiéng, giong néi khong gidu dugc
vé mét moi va dau xot, “Nhung ta biét la khong phai. Tiéc rang ta chang cé
cach nao... Ta la d6 v6 dung, ca nguwdi minh thich cling khéng bao vé

»

noi...
Hoang T Ha cup mat xudng, lang thinh khong noi.

“Ttr nhé Vi mo da chang c6 chi hwdng, 16n 1én cling chang tai hoa xuat
chung, chi giéi mo6i danh ma cau. Pau Khau I6n hon ta mwai tudi thuwong
khuyén rang, ta viét chi trong ciing tam duwgc, nén luyén viét chir thém.
Thé 1a ta c6 gang luyén sudt ba thang, chi viét hai chit Bau Khau, ding la
viét dep han ra...” Nét mdt Vi Bdo Hoanh thoang tuwoi l1én, han tran tran
nhin vao huw khong, vé nang niu pha tiéc nu6i, nhu dang thdy lai chinh minh
thoi nién thiéu vo tri: “Nam ta tdm tudi, cha titng nhac dén viéc ga DBau
Khau di, ta bén lan ra dat gidy giua khoc 16c, tuyét thye sudt ba ngay, cudi
cung cha me danh phéi nhwgng bo. Ta ¢ thé chiém hitu hon hai muwoi nam
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thanh xuan cua Pau Khau, gio nghi lai thi, néu nam d6 Dau Khau duoc ga
chong, nhat dinh... sé hanh phic hon & bén ta...”

Ly Thuw Bach nhiu may cat 10i: “Vay ma nguoi con cwdi Pong Xwong cong
chia, chang phai lam 1& d& ngudi ta u?”

“Con biét lam sao duwgc? Con chi choi mot tran kich ctc, thay mot nit tir
ditng ngoai san nhin minh cham cham, bén vung gay cuwdi vdi c6 ay, nao
ngo may hém sau trong cung ha chi, néi hoang thugng muén ga Dong
Xuwong cong chiia cho minh. Bay gio con con khong vao néi Han Lam
Vién, vay ma chi vén ven mot nam da thanh Quang Loc dai phu!” Vi Bao
Hoanh hoi nguoc lai ngay, nhw dang phan tran: “Quy vwong gia, c6 1€ gia
vira ra doi da co6 chire vi tién do nén khong dé tam, chit v6i nguwdi binh
thwong, chi can cwdi mot c6 vg ma cé ngay tién dé6 gdm véc, tham chi vai
ba ndam la lam dén té twdng, ai cu tuyét néi mot chuyén nhw thé?”

“Nhung pho ma muén nhiéu thit qua.” Ly Thw Bach cham rai lac dau,
“Nguoi dwa Dau Khau dén phu cong chua, thi dat cong chia vao dau?
Huodng ho nguoi biét ré cong chiia khong doi nao chiu canh chong chung,
vay ma con bat BDau Khau mao hiém, thi dé Pau Khau vao ché nao?”

“Phdi... cha me con ciing ndi vay. Nhung con... con khong thé xa Bau
Khéau dwoc. Lic cong chda phat hién ra, con da quy sup xudng dat nai ni,
xin nang tha cho Bau Khdu, nang ciing da nhan 16i, nhung quay di quay lai,
Pau Khau lai chét & day... H6 nwdc nay nong nhu thé, du Bau Khau cé say
chan nga xuong, cting lam sao chét dugc? Chi c6 kha nang duy nhat 1a bi
nguoi ta dim dau xudng nwdc, ngat thd ma chét thoi...”

No6i dén day, Vi Bao Hoanh than thd nhin dam c6 xanh um bén b& nuéc,
giong nghen lai, hoi thd nang né, khong ké tiép dwoc nita.

Hoang T Ha cling cam thay long ngén ngang tram mdi, chang biét nén
dong cam v@i tinh cdm cta han danh cho Pau Khau, hay nén cam ghét
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trwdc sy dé hén ctia han do6i vGi cong chua.

Chot c6 nghe thay tiéng Ly Thw Bach, xwa nay y luén binh than, vay ma
lic nay giong noi cling dwgm phan lanh 1€o: “Vi pho ma, nguoi biét rd
cong chua bi bénh tim tir nhd, sau khi Nguy Hy Man chét tham, cong chia
lai mo thay Phan thuc phi doi trdm Ctru loan nén da phat bénh, vay ma con
do thém dau vao Itra, nguy tao ra nguy co trung trung hu doa cong chua.
Ban vwong that nghi ngd, cai goi la am hon Bau Khau quay nhiéu, nita dém
khoc 16c trong vieon Tri Cam, c6 phai la ngwoi gia than gia quy, khién tinh
than cong chia suy sup, hong bao thu cho Bau Khiu ding khong?”

“Con chi muon doa cong chuia, chit khong hé cé y giét nang... Thyc sy con
chi dinh doa nang th6i ma...” Vi Bao Hoanh than thd lac dau, “Nho lam
pho ma, con méi c6 tién do rong mé thé nay, hai chét cng chua thi con
duwoc 1gi 1oc gi chit? Cac vi néi xem?”

“Nhitng viéc pho ma lam, dau chi dé hu doa cong chida.” Hoang Tt Ha
khong nhin dugc néi tiép, “Pho ma gia gy ra chuyén trén san kich ctc,
khién cong chia von an ngu khong yén cang thém so hai, phai xin hoang
thwong phai ngwoi tdi phu diéu tra, réi thtra ldc ching t6i diéu tra, pho ma
lai khéo 1éo huéng tat ca manh moi vao cai chét cia Pau Khau, pho ma
muon mugn tay ching to6i phanh phui vu &n mang Pau Khau chit gi?”

Nghe nhitng 16i vach t0i thang thirng ctia Hoang T Ha, Vi Bao Hoanh lai
phong mat nhin bao quat nhitng sac xanh dam nhat trong vieon Tri Cam,
hé6i lau méi hit sdu mot hoi, néi: “Coéng chda... la vién minh chau trén tay
hoang thwgng, 1a con cung nha trdi, ca tinh rat quyét liét. Lic mdi phat hién
quan hé giita Vi m6 va Bau Khau, céng chiia da noi gian dung dung, Vi mo
phai vat nai mai, cong chia niém tinh Dau Khau da luong tuoi, lai cham

s6c Vi mo tir nho, nén mdi ham hiyre bé qua. Sau khi Dau Khau qua doi, Vi
Bado Hoanh mo xem s6 sach trong phu, phat hién cong chiia dang sai nguoi
tim cho Pau Khau mot gian nha bén ngoai, chi dogi sap xép xong sé dwa
ngay dén d6.” Ké dén day, Vi Bdo Hoanh ciing roi nuwéc mat, ha giong:
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“Cong chda... thyc ra khong phai ké xau, tuy tinh tinh néng ndy, bat chap
ly 1€, nhwng nang da rap tam day Bau Khau ra khoi phu, thi can gi phai hai
chét nira?”

Ly Thu Bach va Hoang Tt Ha nhin nhau. Ly Thw Bach hoi: “Béi thé,
nguoi giét chét Dau Khiu khong phai cong chda w?”

“Con nghi la khong phdi... Nhung c6 mét ngudi 6 thé khién cong chia
phai ganh t0i thay.”

Vi Bdo Hoanh khong néi thém, nhung Ly Thw Bach va Hoang T Ha hiéu
ra ngay han am chi ai.

Ca vuon Tri Cam lang phac nhw t0, hoi nwdc tir phia ho dwa lai, 14 chudi va
c6 xuwong bo xanh dén ngop nguoi.

Anh mét Vi Bdo Hoanh chim cham ditng & Hoang Tt Ha: “Duong cong
cong phung ménh dén phu diéu tra, chang biét c6 phat hién ra, toa pha dé
tinh xdo hoa 1€ v6 song nay an giau rat nhiéu bi mat dang s, khong thé hé
16 khong?”

Hoang Tt Ha nhiu may, tham ra lai tat cd nhitng diéu minh thu thap dugc
mady ngay nay tai phu céng chua.

“Von di Vi mo ty lam minh bj thwong dé xé to chuyén nay ra, khién quan
phu phdi nhiing tay vao diéu tra, tit d6 hé 16 nguyén nhan cai chét ctia Bau
Khau, dong thoi cling 16i dugc ké sap bude 1én ngoi vi cao nhat & cung Dai
Minh kia xuéng... Nao ngd moi chuyén lai thanh ra thé nay, cong chua...
cling bo ta ma di.”

Hoang T Ha budt miéng hoi: “Pho ma cé biét quan hé giita Tich Thiy va
Pau Khau khong?”
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“Von la khong biét, sau khi nghe tin cong chtia kho6 & vi trong thay co ta,
dan t6i vu bé bai kia, ta phai di dep yén sy viéc, cling gap c6 ta mdy lan. Vé
sau md&i hay co ta la chau goi Bau Khau bang di. Thyc ra hai ngudi cling
chi nhang nhac nhau thoi, nhwng hé nhin thay co ta, ta lai nhé t6i Pau
Khau.” Vi Bado Hoanh cup mat xuéng, khé nhoc ké, “Vi mo ciing biét co ta
muon giét Ton ghé, nén da 1én bam theo, dinh bung néu can thi gitip mot
tay... Nao ngo lai bi cac vi phat hién. Thirc ra Vi mo ting nghi, néu duwgc
thi Vi mo c6 thé giét Ton ghé gitm c6 ta, coi nhui né mat c6 ta la chau rudt
Pau Khau, coi nhu cling vi... c6 ta nhang nhac Bau Khau...”

Hoang T Ha tham thé dai, chang héi gi thém nita.

Vi Bao Hoanh than thd hanh 1é céo tiv Ly Thw Bach: “Ca cong chua lan
Pau Khau déu qua doi roi, biét dugc chan twéng hay khong cling chang
quan trong nita... Néu virong gia va Duong cong cong cé gi nghi van, xin
clt viéc tra xét trong phu. Gig con phdi t6i trong linh citu cong chida, bang
khong dé hoang thuwgng biét con khong doc long doc sic, nhat dinh sé noi
tran 10i dinh.”

Ly Thu Bach gat dau, cho phép han lui ra.

Khi han ding thang nguwdi ddy, con n6i mot cau rat khé, khé dén mirc gan
nhu khong thé nghe thdy: “Liic cong chia sap khoéa ctra vuron lai, Vi mo...
v0 y da mot thir vao cay cot & hanh lang trong dinh.”

Hoang Tt Ha va Ly Thuw Bach déu nghe thay cau nay, xong Vi Bdo Hoanh
lai than nhién quay di, nhw thé chi [dm bam mot minh.

Bi mat pha cong chua.
MGt bi mat rat dang sg, khong thé hé 16.

Dgi Vi Bao Hoanh di khoi, Ly Thu Bach va Hoang T Ha men theo hanh
lang bac trén mdt nwdc, thong tha di dén ngdi dinh chinh giita ho.
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Khung ctta s6 am u thap thoang may tau chudi biéc. Moi do vat trong dinh
bi cong chua gap gap phong téa da phtt mot 16p bui mong.

Ly Thu Bach khoanh tay nhin ra cé xanh bén h6 nwéc. Hoang T Ha thi
quy xudng kiém tra k¥ titng cay cot. Cudi cung, khi lan dén cay cot nam
trong gbc toi gitta hanh lang va ctta chinh, ¢6 md&i thay mdt vién tron mau
xam lan trong dam bui, néu khong tim ky chi e kh6 ma nhan ra.

Hoang Tw Ha v6i cam 1én thi thdy vat trong tay kha mém, ra la mot vién
gidy. Co thong tha gid ra, thay trén mau gidy hoa tién nhé viét hai cau tho
dang da:

Nguoi sinh mai, kiép nao cho hét,
Nhin trang song nam hét khong sai... (*)

(*) Trich trong bai Xuan giang hoa nguyét da ctia Treong Nhuge Hu, ban
dich Tan ba.

Nét cubi cung cuia chit “sai” con chwa viét xong, nguoi viét da dirng buit.
Manh gidy hoa tién trang muot bi vo nat, bam day bui bam, khién nét chit
cling ma di, nhin kha mo ho.

Dot nhién, may con chit trén manh tro nhat tir 16 hwong vut hién ra truéc
mat co.

Co 1€ vi nhitng chit kia cling chi hién lén trong thoang choc roi tan bién, tao
cam giac mo ho hu do, nén c6 bong thay nét chir trén manh gidy bi dot that
giong hai dong tho nay.

“Khong phai chit Pong Xwong.” Ly Thw Bach nhin r6i qua quyét: “Moi
ndm vao ngay sinh hoang thugng, Bong Xuwong chuan bi qua mirng déu tw
tay viét 10i chuc, ta ti'ng doc r6i.”
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Hoang T Ha nhe nhang gio mau giay lén thoi cho sach bui.

Nét but rat thanh t, ro rang la caa phu nit, hoi cé vé gugng gao vi lau ngay
khong cam buit, rd rang bay gio nguoi viét dang boi hoi do du.

Ly Thu Bach quay lung di thang ra ngoai: “Ping day di, nguwoi c6 gi muon
biét thi di ma hoi nguwdi trong phu.”

L.a mot trong nhitng thi nit than can bén canh cong chua, tir sau khi xay ra
chuyén, Thuy Chau ludn quy trwdce linh citu cong chia, may lan con khoc
dén ngdt lim, tinh lai lai khoc tiép. Lic Hoang T Ha dén, hai mat a da
strng hup, khong khoc néi nita, chi do dan quy & do.

Hoang T Ha cling quy xu6ng canh Thuy Chau thap hwong vai lay cong
chua, r6i liéc nhin ¢6 tay a.
Thuy Chau van do x0 gai, dé 10 c6 tay trai, c6 mot vét seo bong 16i 1om

chay dai tir o tay dén tan khuyu, rd rang tirng bi bong rat nang.

Hoang Tw Ha héi nhé: “Thuy Chau c6 nwong, vét seo trén tay co la thé
nao?”

Thuy Chau khong dap, chi lang 18 kéo tay 4o xudng, che vét seo di.

Lac B6i quy bén canh nghen ngao dap thay: “May nam trudc, cong chua to
mo nghich lra, suyt nita bi Itta bén vao nguoi, Thuy Chau cttu cong chua
nén mai bi thwong.”

Bon Lac Boi, Khuynh Bich, Truy Ngoc tuy ciing rong rong nwdc mat, xong
trong van do hon Thuy Chau nhiéu. May a thi nit canh d6 hua theo: “Pung
thé, Thuy Chau mot 1ong trung thanh véi cong chida, ca hoang thwgng cling
phai ngoi khen.”
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Hoang Tt Ha vo thuan miéng hoi: “N6i ra m@i nhd, hom treée c6 mot nam
nhan ho Tién c& khang khang n6i con gai minh la thi ni trong phu cong
chua, bao trén co6 tay con gai c6 mot vét bét, chang hay cac c6 cé trong thay
ai nhu thé khong?”

Thuy Chau lang 1€ lac dau. May nguwoi kia cting dap: “T6i c6 nghe néi,
nhung hinh nhw chang thay ai cé vét bét trén tay ca?”

Khuynh Bich biu moi: “Chac lai thay nguwdi sang bat quang lam ho day
théi, nguwdi trong kinh ai chang mudn bat quen bét than v4i pht cong chtia?
Hé c6 nguoi nha lam viéc ¢ day la thira da dé ho ra ngoai huénh hoang
r0i.”

“Khuynh Bich.” Thuy Chau nhac khé. Khuynh Bich ham hyc ngdm miéng
lai, khong quén vét vat thém mot cau: “Nb ty 6 néi gi dau. A phai... lam
trong phu Quy vuong ro rang la hién héach r6i.”

Xem ra Thuy Chau la ké ditng dau trong cac thi nit bén canh cong chia,
thdo nao cong chiia khen & hau ha chu déao nhat.

Thuy Chau kéo tay 4o che vét seo, lang lang quy & do, dau cui that thap, t6
y khong mudn no6i chuyén.

Nhwng Hoang T Ha van hdi riét: “Thuy Chau c6 nwong, hang ngay quan
hé giita c6 va Nguy Hy Man thé nao?”

Thuy Chau dap khé: “Chung t6i cing hau ha bén canh cong chtia nén chang
la gi nhau, nhung cling chang 1ay gi lam than. Thi ni va hoan quan qua lai
than thiét qua... sé lam nguwoi ta di nghi.”

A néi vay 1am Hoang T Ha nhé ra mot chuyén, bén héi: “Nghe néi cong
chia da hira ga c6 nwong di, khong 1au sau sé xuat pha?”
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Thuy Chau gat dau, r6i lai lac dau: “Von dinh la cu6i nam nay, nguoi ta tuy
khong phai danh gia vong toc gi, nhung cling gitt chitc quan & Hong Lw
Tw(*). Néu khong nhd cong chia, no ty dau thé ga dwgc vao nha danh gia
nhw thé. Co diéu gio xem ra... it hy vong lam.”

(*) Co quan chuyén cai quan nghi thic 1€ tiét trong cac dip 1é hdi.

Hoang Tt Ha hiéu, ngudi kia chang qua nhin vao quyén thé ctia cong chia
nén mai chiu cudi mot thi nit. Du sao, véi mét vién quan that pham nho
nhoi duwéi treéng té twdng thi mot thi nit than can bén cong chia, sau khi xé
gidy ban than, lai c6 chu cli ndng dd, ro rang la mot cai gdu vay tot. Xong
gio cong chua da qua doi, con mong gi y chiu gitt 10i ma cwdi Thuy Chau
nita. Twong lai sau nay thé nao, e rang chinh a ciing khong biét dugc.

Hoang T Ha danh lya 16i an Gi: “Ta nghi nguwdi lam quan chac sé git 101,
khong thé vi chuyén nay ma hty hon dugce.”

“Pa ta cong cong an ui.” Thuy Chau dap, xong van mat G may chau.

Khuynh Bich quy bén canh thé dai: “Néu khong nhd cong cong noéi do, e
rang gio bon no ty di theo cong chiia ca réi, séng duwgc da la troi thwong,
con nhitng chuyén khac, ai ma biét c6 phic phan dy khong...

Khuynh Bich con tré, n6i nang khong biét chitng muc, 16i vira thot ra,
Hoang Tw Ha thay Truy Ngoc va Thuy Chau sac mat cang thém u am, chac
han ganh ndng trong long lai ndng thém.

Lac Boi nhin lan khéi xanh ttr 10 hwong litng 16 bay 1én, than tho:
“Nhung... ching no ty con cach nao khac dau? Sau khi cong chiia mo thay
ac mong, luén miéng néi Phan thuc phi sap dén doi tram Ctru loan, ma cay
tram lai... khong canh ma bay ngay gitta nha kho dugc canh gittu nghiém
mat nhu thé, cac vi bdo c6 la hay khéng? R6 rang cong chida dich than khéa
chat, lai chitng kién may ngudi bon no ty chinh tay dat chiéc hop vao
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riong, roi chinh tay 1ay ra, sao bong dwng bién mat dwgc... Cudi cung con
xuat hién ¢ phvong Binh Khang, dam chét cong chia nita chit.”

Khuynh Bich vira buon vira sg, khéc oa 1én: “Chi Lac Boi dirng néi nita...
bung noi nita ma...”

Giong ho chim trong tiéng tung kinh va khoc 16¢c xung quanh, chang khac
nao cay tram Ctru loan bién mat gitta vong vay canh gac nghiém mat.

Hoang T Ha chi biét than tham, hanh lé tir biét ho roi ditng day di ra.
Cong chua vtra qua doi, phu cong chua da nao loan.

So ra thi ngudi hau tir nha pho ma dwa sang van binh tinh hon. Du sao ho
cling c6 noi dé ve.
Bai thé, khi Hoang Tt Ha dén nha bép, Xwong B6 van ng6i nguyén cho cd,

dang chon mén ngay mai, chi la nét mat dwgm phan rau ri.

“Duong cong cong,” thdy Hoang Tt Ha dén, Xwong B6 dap dap cudn so
trong tay, tu trao, “Bat luan thé nao thi bay nhiéu ngwdi trong phu cling
phai an, dung khong nao?”

Hoang Tw Ha ra y bdo Xuwong B6 ctt tiép tuc, roi ngoi xudng phia doi dién:
“Chi mu6n héi c6 ¢6 may cau théi.”

“Cong cong ctt héi.” Xwong Bo gy ban tinh tanh tach, cdi dau mim moi
d6i chiéu tirng khoan muc trong so.

“C0 c6 c6 biét Tién Quan Sach bi Pai Ly Ty bat giam r6i khong?”

Xwong B6 khung lai, dap khé: “To6i biét. T6i qua 6ng chu Tién téi tim toi
nghe ngong tin con gai, khong may bi nguwoi cua Pai Ly Ty phat hién,
chinh mat t6i chitng kién ho giai ong dy di.”
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“Nghe néi ong ta khang khang néi con gai minh & trong phu, tham chi con
dwa ca con coc vang ra lam bang, nhung ngwdi cia Pai Ly T tim khap phu
cling khong thay c6 con géi.” Hoang Tt Ha nhin cham cham Xwong Bo,
khong bé qua mdt biéu cdm nao du la nhé nhat, “T6i nhé co c6 tirng noi,
con gai 6ng chu Tién la Thuy Chau phai khong?”

Xong Xwong Bo van than nhién, khong hé chép mat, thong dong gay ban
tinh: “Pung thé, t6i qua toi biét chuyén cling giat ndy minh. Thi ra Thuy
Chau khong phai con géi 6ng ay, trén co6 tay con gai ong dy c6 vét b6t chi
khong phai vét seo, 1au nay t6i lam.”

Hoang Tt Ha nhiu may nhin Xwong B6, hoi: “Ra la ¢6 c6 lam u?”

“Phai, ban dau 6ng chu Tién chi néi con gai minh c6 dau trén co tay. T6i
phat hién c6 tay Thuy Chau c6 vét, ngd la co ay, bén mach lai véi 6ng cha
Tién, con veé sau ho cé hen gap nhau hay khong thi to6i khong ro6. Cong cong
biét day, toi ca ngay & trong nha bép, ban tdi bui, lam gi c6 thoi gian hoéi
dén chuyén ay. Ve sau 6ng chu Tién dwa linh lang hvong dén cam ta, toi
con nghi, qua nhién la Thuy Chau.” Ké dén day, Xwong Bo cling thd dai,
dat tay 1én ban tinh than tho: “Nhwng lic 6ng ay bi ngwoi cua Pai Ly Tw
bat dwgc réi tham van, lai néi trén co tay con gai c6 mot vét b6t mau hong
nga xanh, cudi cung tra khap phu cong chia khong thay. Lic sau t6i héi
nho Thuy Chau, Thuy Chau ciing thé song thé chét 1a khong phai minh,
m4dy thi ni* hau can cong chia déu n6i Thuy Chau khong hé hen gap riéng
ong ay... Cong cong bao c6 la khong? R6t cudc ong chu Tién da tim thay
con gai hay chura? Nguoi ong ta lén hen gdp la ai? L.é nao dung nhv nguoi
DPai Ly Tw ndi, 6ng ta chi mwon cd tim con gai dé cau két véi Nguy Hy
Man an trém bau vat trong pha céng chia thoi u?”

Hoang Ttw Ha quan sat k§ nét mat Xwong B0, lai hoi: “Thé nén co6 c6 khong
biét gi, cling khong lién quan gi dén chuyén nay, phai khéng nao?
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“Puwong nhién roi! Bang khong... L.é nao Dwong cong cong hoai nghi t6i
u?” Xwong Bo6 6m nguc kinh ngac nhin ¢o, vé hoang hét, “Dwong cong
cong! Toi chwa tirng dén cho & cua cong chua! Ciing chwa thdy tram Ctru
loan va céc vang bao gio ca! Tuy tdi song trong vieong phu, nhung la nguoi
hau dudi bép, dén cong chida ciing hiém khi trong thay nita la...”

“Pugc roi, toi tin c6 c6 khéng dinh dang dén vu nay ma, toi tuyét doi tin
vao s trong sach cta cd ¢6.” Hoang T Ha cham chi nhin Xwong B6, anh
mat sang ruc 1én nhw mudn soi thju rudt gan: “Nhwng to6i khong tin co c6
khong biét c6 gai Tién Quan Sach hen gap la ai.”

“T6i khong biét! Toi khong biét thye ma!” Xwong Bo cudng cuong la Ién.
Hoang T Ha lang thinh quan sat phan tng cia Xwong Bo.

Thay thai do cia c6, Xuwong B6 danh chiu phép, nga ngoi xudng ghé, lay
tay chong tran 1am bam: “T6i khong néi dwgc... Toi khong thé tiét 16
duoc...”

Vé mat Xuwong Bo khong chi kinh hoang lo sg, ma con kién dinh qua quyét,
nhw thé du c6 bé mang, du cé tan xwong nat thit, cling phai nudt bi mat nay
vao bung.

Hoang T Ha biét khong cay noi miéng ngwdi nay, danh thé dai: “Cling
chdng sao, toi da biét 1a ai r6i,” doan ditng day xam xam di ra ctta. Thay
vay, Xwong Bo khong nhin noi, voi ditng day liéu xiéu dudi theo, vin vao
khung ctra héi: “Cong cong... biét la ai u?”

“Co c0 noi xem?” Hoang Tt Ha ngodnh lai cudi véi Xwong B0, dudi anh
mat troi mua ha chéi chang, gwong mat c6 mad han di vi 16a.

Giong c6 binh than ma kién dinh, mang mot vé qua quyét khién nguoi ta
khong thé nghi ngo.
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“Trong phu cong chiia nay, con c6 thé la ai nita chi?”
Hoang T Ha roi phu cong chua, di thang vé phia co xe ngwa pha Quy.

Chot c6 trong thay hai nguwdi ditng trede xe, mot 1a Quy vuong Ly Thu
Bach tao nha nhu cay ngoc don gio, con nguwoi kia, chinh la Ky Lac quan
chiia 16ng lay nhw minh chau.

Hoang Tw Ha khong khoi cham bwéc, tham tinh xem c6 nén di dén hay
khong.

Di dén chang phai la quay nhiéu ho u?

Ky Lac quan chtia mim cuwdi nhin Ly Thw Bach, hai mé trng hong, gi6 16ng
10ng dwdi tang cay lam may sgi téc nang bay tung, van vit quanh doi mat
dam dudi nhu swong nhu khdi, dep say long nguoi.

C0 quan chda yéu ménh nay, du cé xinh dep nhwdong nao, cling chang con
dwgc bao lau nita. Bai thé Ly Thu Bach luon nhin nang bang 4nh mat xot
Xa, grong mat xwa nay lanh nhat cling 16 ra may phan diu dang.

Hoang Tt Ha lang lang lui buéc, ngoi xuong bong ram dang sau birc chiéu
bich ctia phti cong chiia. Cay lyu trén dau da két qua ldc liu triu trit, to bang
nam tay dira bé so sinh. Thay mot canh sa xudng truedc mat, co6 ben gio tay
niu lay mét qua, ngo ngan ngam nhin.

Nhitng ngwoi con gai xuat than cao quy nhw Ky Lac quan chia va Bong
Xuwong cong chua, sinh ra gitta cam td phon hoa bac nhat thé gian, xong lai
nhw nhitng bong hoa ruc rd day canh, birng né roi roi rung, ma khong cach
nao dom qua.

Ba c6 gai, m6i nguwdi mot phan, nhung déu bat hanh. Bong Xwong cong
chuia chét yéu, Hanh nhi bi cha ban di tir nhé, va Tich Thuy phai chiu sy
lang nhuc khting khiép nhat trén doi.
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Ba nguoi con gai, v6i ba nguoi cha khac nhau.

Hoang dé nudng chiéu Bong Xwong cong chia dén noi khong tiéc dem moi
thit t6t dep nhét doi ban cho nang, nhung gio day, du trit gian sang thai y,
lién luy dén ca may tram nguwoi, cling khong ctru noi dira con gai da chét
dudi tram Curu loan.

Tién Quan Sach trong lic khé khan nhat da dem con gai ban di, 1ay tién ban
con dyng nghiép roi phat dat, sau nhiéu nam cting tim lai dwgc di¥a con,
nhung chua kip nghe con goi mot tiéng cha da bi ha nguc.

L Chi Nguyén nam mo cling muon c6 con trai, hon nita khi con gai Tich
Thiiy roi vao canh ng6 bi thAm nhat, van nhan tam dudi ra khéi nha, nhat
quyét 6m chadt mon tién ban con gai song c6 doc suot tudi gia.

Ba ngudi chét than phan cling khac nhau. Sgi day lién hé duy nhat 1a, ho
déu can du vao bi kich caa Tich Thuy.

Khién ngudi ta thac mac nhat la Bong Xwong cong chiia. Tuy nang ha Iénh
trach phat Tich Thiy, nhung khong cd y khién Tich Thay gap chuyén, cang
khong true tiép ham hai. Hung thi cling khong bo tri can mat nhw hai lan
trdc ma thang tay giét cong chiia ngay gitta phé déng, dwong nhuw cong
chiia méi 1a nguwdi y han nhat. ..

Nghi vay, co bat giac rut cay tram ngoc ra, vach lén phién da xanh dang
ngoi.

Ba nguoi cha, ba c6 con gai, pho ma, Trwong Hang Anh, Ton ghé, Nguy
Hy Man, Bau Khau...

Chot c6 tiéng héi tir dang sau: “Veé gi thé?”

CO ngang 1én, trong thay Ly Thw Bach dang & treéc mat, hoi khom nguoi
xuong nhin minh. Dwdi 4nh nang choéi chang, béng cay xanh mat phu trum
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1én ho, mat y chi cach mat c6 gang tac, cap mat den tham tham nhuw mat ho
nhin xody vao Hoang Tt Ha khién c6 bong thdy chéi véi nhu sap chim
trong do.

Co6 danh cam cay tram ngoc lai cho cii, gang guwgng né tranh anh mat y, dap
khé: “Vira roi thay gia va Ky Lac quan chida dang tro chuyén, nd tai khong
dam dén quay ray, danh ng6i lai day sap xép lai cic manh méi.”

Y liéc co roi ng6i xuong bén canh: “Ky Lac tGi bai té Pong Xwong, tinh co
gdp nhau.”

“Quan chua... khi sac rat kha, chac gan day c6 khoe 1én?”

“Khong biét nita, c6 khi cai chét cia Pong Xuwong sé khién c6 ay chanh
long nghi dén minh, cang buon ba thém.” Néi r6i y ho hitng gio tay nhon
mot qua lyu nho gio 1én treéc mat quan sat, hoi sang chuyen khac, “Vua
r6i ngwoi dé y thdy manh mdi nao chwa?”

Hoang Tt Ha ngay ra mot thoang ma&i dap: “Toi con nhd, khi cay tram Ctu
loan ctia cong chuda bi danh cap, gia dat to6i dén tham héi, bay gio, gia c6 vé
kha thich con ché st trén néc ta & dau giwong cong chia.”

“Pung thé.” Ly Thu Bach budng tay, dé mac qua lwu bé kia ¢ rung rinh
tredc mat hai ngudi, “Bédi vi ta nhd lic BPong Xwong chirng sau bay tudi,
tirng bi manh v& cuia chiéc dia st cita ditt tay. Tt d6 hoang thuwgng ha Iénh,
trong cung ctia Bong Xwong khong duwgc dung bat ¢t thit do gom s gi
nita. Mai dén khi Pong Xwong ha gia 1ay Vi Bado Hoanh, don vao phu cong
chida, do dung bén canh da phan ciing bang vang bac, vay ma tw dung lai c6
mot con ché sit bén canh, hon nita nhin rat giéng nhitng moén ban day ngoai
chg, nguoi khong thay la u?”

Hoang Tt Ha gat dau, lai hoi: “Chung ta di 14y vé xem duwgc khong?”

Ly Thu Bach ditng ngay day khong chit chan chw: “Bi th6i.”
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18

Song dong nhu that

Gac Thé Van trong khong, moi thit ctia cong chia déu da bi niém phong cat
di, chi dé lai chiéc giwong va hoc tu khoa chat.

Pang Xuan Man, hoan quan than can bén canh cong chiia dan ho vao. Ly
Thw Bach di dén truwéc chiéc ta dau givong cong chua, bdo ho Bang md ra.

Bén trong day nhitng moén dé choi nho nho, nao la nwdc twdong vi, cau xong
hwong, hop go dan v.v... hang ngay nho dam thi nit van don dep ludn lu6n,
nén tuy nhiéu thit xong khong hé 16n xon, mon nao moén ndy dugc dat ngay
ngan, chi la géc phai bo trong maét cho bang nam tay.

Vtra da cho mot con ché str.

Thay ho khong tim thdy thit muon tim, Dang Xudn Man goi y: “Mot s6 do
dung da dwgc goi dua dén nha kho roi, dé no tai dan vuong gia di xem.”

Nha kho noi tram Ctru loan bién mat van dong chat cira, toat 1én vé lanh
180, cach biét vdi bén ngoai.

Tirng hang gia va ké dé dé xép day nhirng hop va ruong, cé thit con boc vai
kin mit, nhin ti* xa thap thoang nhw mdt bong den ky quai ngéi vat véo trén
gia.

“Hai chiéc rwong nay la nhitng do dung thwong dung ctia cong chia, déu
dat ¢ day.” bang Xuan Man lai rit chia kh6a m@ hai rwong ra.

Hoang Tw Ha dang nhac nap ruwong lén, chgt tram ngam dirng lai.

Ly Thu Bach héi: “Sao thé?”
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Co6 vo0 nhe vao nap rwong, ngudc nhin y: “Vwong gia nghi t6i viéc gi?”

Ly Thw Bach nhin canh tay ¢6 gac l1én nip rwong, nhiu may dap: “Y nguoi
muon ndi dén chuyén trdm Cttu loan dot nhién bién mat w?”

Hoang Tw Ha gat dau, roi 1ap tirc bat tay vao tra xét nhitng chiéc rwong
xung quanh, phat hién roeong ¢ ngan dudi cung déu dat trre tiép trén nén
gach xanh, duy cé chiéc ruong tirng cat tram Ctru loan, hién dang bé trong
canh dé la dwgc 16t may tam vai duwéi day, dé tranh bi chan dong.

Ly Thu Bach nhin qua mot lwgt r6i gat dau: “Mé ra xem di, néu khong thay
ché stt thi c6 thé khang dinh day.”

O bén nhau 1au ngdy, hai ngudi cling 6 mot sy an y ngdm, khong can phai
nhiéu 16i. Hoang T Ha lién m& hai chiéc rwong ra luc tim, qua nhién
khong co cho su.

Ca hai ben dirng day roi khoi nha kho, quay vé gac Thé Van, tram ngam
nhin cho trong trong ngan ta dau giwong cong chua.

“Vira dua cho cho mot con cho sit, phai khong?” Hoang T Ha wéc lwgng.
Ly Thu Bach gat dau nhin quanh: “Mu6n lam n6 bién mat ciing dé thoi...”
Hai ngudi khong hen ma cung buéc dén bén xong nhin xuéng dudi.

Hop hoan van nd r bén duwdi, titng déa hoa mugt ma nhw 16ng to, pha day
mat dat.

“Di thoi.”

Ca hai men theo thém da ma xudng, roi di long vong tim kiém quanh khu
vuc thang dudi cira s6 gac Thé Van, qua nhién phat hién mét dam hoa tan
14 rung vun day dudi goc hgp hoan, néu khong dé y con ngd la tinh cd bi
gi6 thoi gom lai mot cho.
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Hoang Tw Ha nhadt mot canh cay gat 16p hoa 14 bén trén, thay phia dudi la
mot dong manh si.

Quy virong mac bénh sach sé chi khoanh tay ditng bén nhin.

Hoang Tt Ha than trong nhat nhitng manh st ra, d€m duwoc ca thay hai
muoi tam manh 16n nho. Co bo vao khan tay gai lai, dut trong tay ao.

Ngoi xe quay veé, trong sac troi da sap dén gio Ngo, Ly Thw Bach d6t nhién
bdo: “Qua ra ca T Tan téi Chué Cam Lau an com di.”

Hoang T Ha vG6i bao bac danh xe A Vién: “Dén phu Chu thi lang nhé.”
Ly Thw Bach lai tré hdc ta bén dwéi: “Cai dau lau van & dé a?”

Hoang Tw Ha gat dau dap: “Khong tra cho Tt Tan duwgc, néu dé cau ay
khoi phuc lai né hoan toan, sé phat hién ra ngudi chét rat giong Vuong
hoang hau. Nhung néu khong tra hoang hau, thi phai dé dau day...”

Ly Thu Bach lanh lung lwom c6: “Mua day budc minh.”

Co6 cui gam mat khong dam nhin y, nem nép gat dau nhan 16i: “NO tai biét
sai r6i, 1a tai no tai lo bo trang rang, mua day budc minh, gia bao nén giai
quyét thé nao day?”

“Ra ngoai 6 tim mot khoanh dat trong ma chén di.”

“...” Hoang Ttr Ha cam nin ngoanh dau nhin ra ctta s6, vo nhw khong nghe
thdy y néi.

Rém ctra lac v theo nhip banh xe, thdy da dén nha Chu T Tan, c6 bén
nhdy phat xudng, chay t6i goi ctra: “Du thuc, tiéu thiéu gia hom nay c6 nha
khong?”
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“Dwong cong cong day a! Trung hgp qu4, hom nay tiéu thiéu gia vira ra dén
ctra thi dirng lai nghi nggi r6i quay tré vé phong, n6i rang s¢ cong cong dén
khong gap dugc minh!”

“0, vay phién Du thiic bdo mot tiéng véi tiéu thidu gia, bao ring vurong gia
doi cau dy di an cung.”

“Ha? Puogc roi, di ngay day!” Nguwoi gac cong chay voi vao nha nhu mot
lan khai.

Hoang Tw Ha ding dgi dudi goc thuy lap ngoai cira, muon ngan déa hoa
nho xinh nd rgp trén dau, tda hwong ngdy ngat, de triu ca canh. C6 vuon
tay toan vit mot canh xuéng thi nhan ra ngay ca déa hoa & thap nhat minh
cling khong vdi téi, chi c6 thé ditng bén dudi lang 1€ ngam nhin.

Chot phia sau c6 ngwoi vieon tay ra, bé canh hoa Hoang Tt Ha vira c6 v6i
t&i, duwa cho co.

Ngo ngang ngoanh lai, Hoang Tt Ha trong thay Vwong Uan dang cam
canh hoa nd rd, mim cuwoi ditng sau lwvng minh ty Idc nao. Y dam dam nhin
c6 ndi khé: “Vira réi di trén pho trong thay xe ngwa phu Quy chay qua, lai
thdy c6 nhdy xudng bén tGi chao mot tiéng.”

Thay canh hoa van chia ra trudc mat minh, téa hwong ngan ngat khién
nguoi ta say dam, Hoang Tw Ha bat giac nhan lay: “P6 ty da chinh thic
nham chitc & Ta Kim Ngb Vé roi u?”

“Um, hém nay 1a ngdy dau tién. Kinh thanh 16n nhw thé, hém nay Ian dau
tién di tuan lai gap ngay c6, ding la duyén phan.” Y ung dung mim cudi:
“Ta c& twéng budi toi c6 hay ra ngoai tra an hon.”

“Thi ding ma, buoi toi toi van hay ra ngoai, gio' do uy di roi, hy vong cac
huynh dé ¢ Kinh thanh phong vé ty cling nwong tay cho tdi dwgc nho.”
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“Chuyén dé duvong nhién.” Y cuwoi noi, doan quay sang chao Ly Thu Bach
qua ctra s6 xe: “Tham kién veong gia.”

Ly Thw Bach gat dau chao, lai héi: “O Ta Kim Ngb Vé c6 6n khong?”
“Cling 6n, nhu phong vé ty thoi.” Y than nhién cuwdi dap.

Hoang Tt Ha nam chat canh hoa thuy lap trong tay, chgt thay hé then trong
long. Vuong Uan & Kinh thanh phong vé ty dang nhw mat trdi chinh Ngo,
gio bi diéu dén Ta Kim Ngb Vé, b6 chan bo cang, chinh la vi ¢6 vach tran
than phan Vwong hoang hau, hoang dé mai chép 1ay thoi co kiém ché nha
ho Vuong.

Nghi vay, co6 bén nhét canh hoa vao tay 4o, bdo Vuwong Uan: “DP6 uy doi
cho mét 1at,” r6i 1én xe xach mot chiéc tui ra, dat vao tay Vwong Uan: “Cai
nay... néu c6 co hoi, dé iy xem c6 thé giao lai cho Tiéu Thi khong.”

Vwong Uan vira cam 14y da doan duwgc ngay thit bén trong, liéc qua chiéc
dau that nhanh roi vat tdi 1én Iwng ngwa, hoi: “Tim duwgc & dau thé?”

“Pirng hoi, du sao... toi nghi tot xau gi cling nén dugc toan thay.” Co noéi
nho.

“Um, thuc ra ta hét sitc hoi han. Cai chét ctia co dy, ta khong khéi lién
quan.” Vuwong Uan cham chud nhin gwong mat cdi gam cua c6, lau sau méi
ha giong: “Cam on.”

“Cam on gi thé?” Thinh linh mot ngwdi tir dang sau nhdy ra héi.

Ké xuat quy nhap than thé nay, dwong nhién la Chu T Tan. Hom nay ga
van mot bo d6 mau hong tim phéi v4i vang wom, trong van x6n mat nhw
thuong.
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MGt tay dat 1én tay Vwong Uan, tay kia khoac vai Hoang Tt Ha, Chu Tw&
Tan twoi cudi: “Nao nao, ké cho tdi nghe chuyén an oan gitra hai vi di.”

Hoang Tt Ha tirc thi gat tay ga, cung lic &y Vwong Uan ciling kéo canh tay
Chu Tt Tan dang khoac vai Hoang T Ha ra, hai ngudi phoi hop hét sitc an
y, khién Ly Thu Bach tir ctra s6 xe nhin ra cting phai nhuéng may, anh mat
day phtc tap.

“Vuong do uy tang toi mot canh hoa, toi cling tang lai chut qua.”

Ly Thw Bach thi n6i: “Uan Chi cling dirng vé nha mon nita, cing dén Chué
Cam Lau di.” Uan Chi la tén ty cta Vuwong Uan.

Thé la Chu T Tan 1én xe, con Vuwong Uan cu6i ngua theo sau, may nguoi
cung kéo dén Chué Cam Lau.

“Sung C0, cong cong vira tang lai cai gi day? Co6 qua c6 lai mdi toai long
nhau, Vwong huynh tang hoa, chac cong cong ciing phai tang lai thit gi do
phong nha ch#?” Doc dwong Chu T Tan ci¢ luén miéng can van.

Hoang Tt Ha khong mu6n noi, qua dap 1é phong nha ctia minh chinh la
chiéc dau lau lay ttr cho ga.

Gang héi mai khéng dwgc, Chu T Tan rau ri biu moi ngoi dva vao vach
xe, nhin cham cham canh hoa trén tay c6: “Dung 1a, hoa nay bé ngay ngoai
ctra nha ta chit gi? Thé dau tinh la qua, ro 1a mwgn hoa dang Phat!”

Ly Thu Bach doi mat nhin ra pho phwong bén ngoai, van lai: “Nguoi co
nghi Dwong Sung Co6 cling muwon hoa dang Phat khong?”

Chu T Tan van hon nhién khong hé biét minh bi “mwgn hoa” dén hai lan,
nghe thay cau nay thi hao hic héi: “Lé nao qua dap 1é caa Sung Co6 lay ti
cho vueong gia? Hai ngwoi nay dung la keo kiét, tang qua tang lai, toan bon
cua tr ngwoi khac.”
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Tiéc rang ké khich twéng nay vo dung, Ly Thw Bach va Hoang Tw Ha da
qua r0 tinh tinh ga, déu quay dau nhin ra cta s6, vo nhuw khong nghe.

Chu cong t¥ phdi chiu &m trc su6t doc duong di, t6i Chué Cam Lau chon
mot loat mén an van khong vui 1én dwgc, trong ltic dgi mén bén nam bo ra
ban, trong t0i nghiép nhuw mot chu cho con bi bo roi.

Hoang T Ha chang bu6n do danh ga, ma goi tiéu nhi mic cho mot chau
nudc, lai xin it keo bong bong ca va bot gao, tron lan vao nhau thanh mot
hon hgp sén sét dinh dinh.

Chu T Tan nam bo ra ban nhin c6, ué oéi hoi: “Sung C6 lam gi thé?”
Hoang Tt Ha lay g6i manh st trong tay 4o ra, dé vao chdu nuwéc rita tirng

manh mot. Vwong Uan lién ditng day phu gitp: “Can than kéo bi cita vao

»

tay.

Ly Thu Bach chi & bén canh tho o quan sat, khong gitp, cling chang noi
nang gi.

Chu T Tan thay vay thi hao hitng han, nhdt ngay mgt manh co sach roéi gio
1én ngam nghia: “Cai gi day?”

“Manh st vo tim duge trong phu cong chua, cong t@ doan xem la gi?”
Hoang Tt Ha rtra sach t'ng manh dat 1én ban.

Manh Chu T Tan dang cam la pan tai ché, ga ngam nghia hoi lau roi noi:
“Hinh nhu la m6t mén do choi bang sit... Méo hay choé gi d6.”

“Han la m6t con cho.” Co dap.

Thdy Hoang Tt Ha lam lwgt ghép nhitng manh s vo lai, Chu T Tan ciling
quén ca gian doi, thoan thoat gitip ¢6 tim tirng manh.

Vira ghép lai hoan chinh thi tiéu nhj ciing bat dau bung thi¢c an lén.
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DPoi ba ngudi an xong, keo dan ciing kho lai, con ché duwgce dinh chac. Chu
T Tan cam trong tay sam soi réi qua quyét: “Mudn mua dugc thit nay
hang con kho day.”

Vwong Uan cam 1én xem r6i hoi: “Chang phai mot con ché s binh thuong
thoi sao? Hoi nhé hinh nhu ta ciing tirng choi, cé gi ma kh6é mua?”

“Vuong gia 16n 1én trong cung thi théi, con Sung Co6, hoéi nhé c6 choi thi
nay khéng?” Chu T Tan hoi.

Hoang T Ha gat dau: “T6i cling c6 an twgng lang mang, chac hoi nhé tirng
thay roi.”

“Pung thé, mwdi nam trudc, khi chiing ta con nho thi loai cho st nay rat
pho bién, nhung may nam nay lai it thay, con mdy 6ng anh ta déu khong co6.
Hon nita loai do st nay dong mot cai la bi bon tré lam v@&, ta dam dam bdo,
thi nay da thanh hang hiém r6i.”

“Con cho st nay a?” C6 day! Mudn bao nhiéu c6 bay nhiéu!”

Ong chu tiém d6 choi & cho Tay vira m& miéng da giang cho Chu céng tit
mot don nhuw bua bo.

Co6 diéu da mat ga cling khong phai day vira, chi mdt chdc da gat phang
chuyén nay di, ham hég theo 6ng chu vao kho, khiéng ra mot ruong ché su.

Ong cht mé& rwong ra, bén trong 1a hang diy ché st xép ngay ngin thanh
ba 16p, phai dén bay tdm chuc con. L&p trén cung thiéu mat may con, thanh
ra bi khuyét.

Hoang Tw Ha ngoi xudng ngam nghia, phat hién dam ché trong hop bam
day bui, chi riéeng mét con & 16p thit hai la sach sé. Co bén nhat 1ay dat 1én
16ng ban tay sam soi roi héi: “Ong cht, rvong hang cii ndy ciing mudi nim
r0i, sao 6ng khong bo di, 1€ nao van con ngwdi mua?”
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“Pung thé, rweong cho s nay nhap tir Giang Nam muwdi nam trudc, bay gio
rat pho bién trong kinh. Tiéc rang vé sau dan dan 16i thoi, 16 gom ché ra
ching ciing dong ctta, chang ai mua nita. Cé diéu ciing that tinh co, thang
trwde lai c6 nguwdi héi dén, t6i tim mai mdi phat hién con mot rwong hang
ton, bén dem ra ban. Chac ca kinh thanh nay chi con cho t6i ban thit nay
thoi. Trw vi khach hom do ra, cling chi c6 cac vi hoi t6i.”

Hoang Tw Ha wéc chirng trong lwgng con ché sit trong tay roi hoi: “Nguoi
khach lan trudce trong thé nao? Chac cling tam tudi ching t6i, di mua lai
moén do choi héi bé chir gi?”

Ong chti cwdi hi hi nhan tién Chu Tt Tan dwa roi dap: “Khong phai khong
phai, chinh la 6ng chu Tién cda tiém ngwa Tién Ky ay, 6ng ay bon nam
chuc tudi réi con di mua thi¢ nay, c6 titc cwdi hay khong?”

Chu T Tan quay sang nhin Hoang Tt Ha, n6i bang khau hinh: “Lai la 6ng

»

ta.
Hoang T Ha gat dau, ciing dung khau hinh tra 16i: “Qua nhién.”
Chu T Tan rau 11 hoi: “Cong cong biét truwdc roi a? Lai khong néi véi ta!”

“Chang phai t6i néi véi cong ti dau tién day u?” Lic ra khéi tiém do choi,
Hoang Tw Ha do ga.

Nghe vay, Chu T Tan titc thi bo ra khéi vire sdu tuyét vong, vui vé cam
ché st vé Chué Cam Lau, dat tredc mat hai ngwoi kia: “Poan xem ai da
mua con cho stt kia nao?”

Ly Thuw Bach chang buon nguéc 1én, dap ngay: “Tién Quan Sach.”

Ba tir nay da danh bat Chu cong ti vé day vuc, ga rueng rung quay lai nhin
Hoang T Ha: “Cong cong béo la néi véi ta dau tién ma?”
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“La gia ty doan dugc day chit.” Hoang T Ha xoe hai tay, vé bat luc.

“Nhung, nhung du gan day Tién Quan Sach c6 mua mot con cho s, thi
cling khéng thé noi con cho bi v& trong phu cong chia c6 lién quan dén con
cta ong ta! Huong ho ché st thi lién quan gi dén vu an cta céng chia?”

“Puwong nhién lién quan rat nhiéu. Cé thé néi, cai chét cia cong chia, déu
do con cho st nay.” Noi doan, Hoang Tt Ha than trong boc ca hai con lai.

Vuwong Uan thay c6 tat bat thi mim cwoi hoi: “Sung Co, vu an Ton ghé lan
trwdc hai vi di suot dém diéu tra, gio thé nao r6i?”

“Van... chwa c6 tién trién gi.” Chu T Tan nam bo ra ban, chan nan dap:
“Pai Ly Tw da két an la Tién Quan Sach muon cd stta sang dwong nuwdc, roi
theo dwong nwdc 1én vao giét ngwdi, nhung vu nay van con ca dong nghi
van chua giai thich dwgc.”

Vwong Uan hoi: “Vi nhw mui linh lang hwong ta ngi thdy ¢ do u?”
“Um, di nhién.” Chu T T4n thanh that gat dau.
Ly Thu Bach hoi chen vao: “Linh lang huong gi ca?”

Vuwong Uan lién gidi thich: “T6i hdm dy Tich Thiy chitc di tuan thi gap ho
di tra 4n, bén theo xem thtt. Nhitng chuyén khac thi ty chitc khong biét,
nhung & hién treong lai ngri thdy mui linh lang hwvong. Vé mat nay ty chic
ctling hiéu biét qua loa.”

“Nguoi la ké binh pham hwong gioi nhat kinh thanh, néu néi la chi biét qua
loa, thi ai dam nhan minh sanh soi nita? Trong nha Ton ghé qua c6 mui linh
lang hvong u?”

“Pung thé, ngri thdy mui linh lang hwong trong can nha nat do, ty chirc
cling hét sitc ngac nhién. Nhung ty chitc nhd nhat 1a mui linh lang huwong &
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do bi lan véi da thit mui, rat khé nhan ra. Nhé dén thit mui nong ndc khién
nguoi ta lgm giong trong nha Ton ghé, Vwong Uan nhan mat.

Chu T Tan quay sang héi Hoang Tt Ha: “Cong cong xem c6 nén t6i nha
Ton ghé lan nita khong?”

“Unm, trong ba vy, t6i chi con khic méic méi vu nay thdi, néu tim ra dugc
cach hung thu sat hai Ton ghé trong phong kin thi cé thé két an roi.”

Ly Thu Bach syc nhé ra mét chuyén, lién bao: “Duwong Sung Co6, nguoi
cam lénh tin pht Quy di bao lanh cho Tich Thay ra di.”

Hoang T Ha ngac nhién nhin y, roi gat dau day cdm dong: “Thwa vang.”

Gio Tién Quan Sach la nghi pham 16n nhat, Tich Thuy tuy c6 lién quan t&i
hai vu dau, nhung Pai Ly T tir 1au da khéng con hoai nghi nang. Nay cé
Quy vwong ra mat bao lanh cho, huéng hoé Ly Thu Bach con kiém nhiém
Pai Ly Tw khanh, Tich Thiy hoan toan c6 thé vé nha doi khi nao xtr an sé
cho truyén goi.

Chu T Tan thé dai: “Tich Thay ciing that 1a, két an xong, chac chan c6 ay
sé bi khép toi khai man roi phat trgng cho coi.”

Vwong Uan cudi noi: “Lo gi, t6i lic d6 veong gia chi can n6i mot cau véi
Thoi thiéu khanh, dé thiéu khanh nhac nhé ngwdi phat tregng la xong ma.”

“T6i 1a nguwdi chinh trye, lam sao hiéu n6i may tht doan do6 caa cac nguoi.”
Chu T Tan vo tran than van.

Thdy Hoang Tt Ha da ra dén ctta, Vwong Uan ben ditng day theo: “Ta cling
phai vé Ta Ngo Kim V§, cung duwong véi Duong cong cong, dé ta di cung
cong cong!”
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“Di véi di v6i!” Chu T Tan bat ddy, “Toi cling phai di 1ay long Tich Thuy,
bang khong 1dy dau d6 ngon ma an!”

Ba ngudi cung xudng lau, chi con minh Ly Thw Bach ditng bén song ctra s6
nhin xuéng dudi.

Chu Tt Tan di bén trai Hoang T Ha, vira di vira nhay chan sao, hoa chan
mua tay ba hoa gi do.

Vuwong Uan di bén phdi Hoang Tw Ha, thinh thoang lai nghiéng dau nhin
€0, NG nu cwoi 6n hoa quen thudc.

Ly Thuw Bach ditng trén lau nhin theo cho t6i khi ca ba ra khoi chg Tay.
Anh néng gay gét khién ca thanh Trudng An sang ruc 1én, x6i vao mét y
choi l6a.

Canh Duc va Canh Hitu ditng phia sau chang hiéu sao y dot nhién quay
ngoat di, khong nhin ra bén ngoai nita.

Sau khi dirng & ctta chg Tay ban bac, ba ngudi quyét dinh chia lam hai nga,
Chu T Tan dén phwong Pho Ninh bao tin cho Trivong Hang Anh, con
Vwong Uan va Hoang Tt Ha t6i Dai Ly Ty trwdc.

Hoang Ttw Ha bdo Vwong Uan: “T6i chay u sang bén nay mot 1at,” doan ré
vao tiém nhang den nha ho Li¥.

Ldo Lit van & sau tiém, lai dang hi huc lam mét cay nén 16n, giong hét cay
bi no6 lan trwedc, chi thiéu chwra vé hoa van va quét mau lén.

Hoang T Ha lang 1é ditng ngoai quan sat, khong budc vao, cling khong len
tiéng. Lao Lir da gan sdu muwoi tudi, nheo nheo cdp mat md duc, cong lung
ngoi ti man vé hinh rong phugng va hoa 1a 1én nén. Giita ngay hé néng ham
hap, ldo cam bang mau trén tay, thinh thodng con phai lai gan 10 Itra khudy
sap long.
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Hoi néng boc 1én nghi ngut, ca nguwdi ldo Lit dam dia mo hoi, bd ao chén
nau wét sting, xong lao van cham chii vé nén, vo cung thanh kinh, khong
chut cau tha.

Vwong Uan nhin 130 r6i nhin sang Hoang T Ha héi khé: “Sao thé?”

Hoang Tt Ha thd dai dap: “Khong c6 gi. Toi nghi hom nay Tich Thuy
duwgc tha, khong biét c6 nén bao cho cha c6 ay mot tiéng khong.”

“Cha con doan tu la chuyén dvong nhién, phai khong nao?”

Nghe Vwong Uan noi vay, Hoang Tt Ha ben ctng y buéc vao tiém, chao
Lt Chi Nguyen: “Lao L.”

L Chi Nguyén nheo mat ngudc 1én, chang biét c6 nhan ra c6 hay khong,
chi lanh nhat am w: “O, 1a quy khach.”

“Ta dén bao tin mirng cho 6ng, Lit Tich Thay con gai 6ng hom nay sé dugc
thd, ong c6 mudn t6i gap cd ay khong?”

Ban tay Lit Chi Nguyén thoang khung lai, nhwng roi van thoan thoat vé
tiép: “Puwoc tha a? Pwoc tha thi tot roi, o sg n6 lam lién luy dén 13do.”

Hoang T Ha biét tinh lao gia nay nén cling chang nhiéu 10i nita, chi ditng
ngam nghia cay nén mot hoi, chgt budt miéng: “Sap xong roi day nhi?”

Li* Chi Nguyén chang bu6n dap, 1do von san ghét hoan quan.

Vwong Uan dang ngam mot d6i nén hoa trong tiém, chot goi c6: “Sung Co6
lai ma xem.”

Po6i nén hoa no cao chirng mot thwdc, hinh thu rat dac biét, mot cay hinh
rong, cay kia hinh phwgng, moi chiéc vay sgi 16ng mot mau khac nhau, chi
riéng mau dé da c6 doé nhat dé tham do son dé tham dé phét, vo van sac do
mau déu do mot tay lao Li¥ ché ra, thuwe khién ngwdi ta phai tram tré. Tai
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diéu khac cta lao lai cang tuyét diéu, doi rong phuwgng trong song dong nhw
that, birng birng khi thé, trén dau moi con dinh mot sgi bac, doc than trang
tri vO sO hoa 14, luc lac bang nhitng manh dong, qua la mu6én mau muon vé,
1ap lanh rang ngoi, khién nguoi ta khong ngan dugce y nghi, chang biét khi
dot 1én con dep dén dau.

Thay d6i nén tinh xao nhwong dy, Vuong Uan ngodi lai héi: “Ong chi c6
ban d6i nén nay khong?”

“Khong ban.” Lao tir chéi thang thirng.

Vuwong Uan ciing chang 1ay thé lam diéu, chi cwdi cwdi néi: “Thit nay bay
trong tiém, dang la bang hiéu dep nhat r6i.”

Luc hai ngudi budce ra civa, chgt c6 con gié thoi qua khién may chiéc luc
lac trén than nén rung 1én khe khé, nhitng canh hoa phién 14 bang dong
cling lay dong tao thanh tiéng leng keng ngan nga nhu tién nhac.

Hoang T Ha bat gidc ngodi lai nhin d6i nén.

Vuwong Uan di bén canh, chgt néi khé: “Néu c6 thich, sau nay ciing cé thé
dat ong ta lam mot doi nhw vay dung khi hai ta thanh hon.”

Hoang T Ha bong thay long ngap day bdi réi xen lan kinh ngac, hai ma dé
birng, nhwng dong thoi, 6 lai c6 cdm giac nhoi lanh nhw bi kim cham dam
thang vao t¥ chi, khién than hinh khéng sao ctr dong.

Thay c6 citng do ngwoi, Vuwong Uan chi li€c nhin r6i mim cuwdi, nu cuoi
guwong gao ma bao dung, giong néi van diu dang nhu thé: “Ta dua thoi,
chuyén dé chd dén khi pha dwoc vu an ctia gia dinh c6 r6i tinh, dwgc khong
nao?”

Co chang biét minh nén gat hay lac dau nita.
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Nguoi tredc mat biét rd co6 da 6 danh dén nhwdng nay, con biét c6 ludn bi
dam tiéu vé chuyén Vi Tuyén, nhing van bo qua tat ca.

Lau that lau, c6 mdi nghen nghen dap: “Puvgc, dgi khi nao pha xong vu an
cua gia dinh t6i...”

Roi nhw bi chinh nhitng 16i minh vira thot ra danh thite, c6 sue tinh.

Hoang Tw Ha, tr khi cha me ngwoi than qua doi nguwoi da thé rang vinh
vién khong dé bat cit viéc gi anh hwdng dén minh nita, quyét tam viit bé tat
ca diu dang quyén luyén, cat diit vieong van nhé nhung, chi déc long bao
thu cho ca nha, chang phai thé u?

Vi Tuyén, Vwong Uan, déu khong phai van dé can xét dén bay gio.

Nghi vay, c6 ngang 1én cuwdi véi Vwong Uan, giong hoi khan, nhung ngiy
diéu hét strc binh than: “Vuwong do uy khéo dua, t6i 1a hoan quan trong
vrong phu, doi nay con thanh hon véi ai dugce niva?”

Vwong Uan sitng nguwoi, roi bat cudi tw giéu: “Pung thé... Ta dua vo y ro6i.”

Ho roi tiém nhang den, lai ghé qua tiém ngwa Tién ky gan d6. Chuéng quay
vira thdy Vuwong Uén voi von va chay ra dén: “Oi chao, Vuwong db dy! Hém
nay do uy dai gia quang lam ma bon tiém that 16, khong kip ra ngoai
nghénh tiép roi.”

Tiém ngwa Tién ky da may lan ban ngwa cho Ta Kim Ngo Vé nén chang la
gi nhau, may ngwoi lam bén trong titc thi chay ra don ho vao, lang xang bay
qua pha tra.

Vwong Uan thay vay lién ngan lai: “Ta chi di ngang qua théi, khéng can
bay ve.”
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“Qi, thye xin 16i Vuong do tiy, do iy xem day, Tién l4o gia bi bit giam roi,
chung t6i that khong biét phai 1am thé nao nita...” Chudng quay dang than
van thi Tién phu nhan va ba dita con tr nha sau chay dén, khdc 16c tham
thiét vat nai Vuwong Uan gitip do.

Vwong Uan xwa nay 6n hoa 1é do, thay ho kéu khéc nhu thé danh guwong
cudi phan tran: “Chuyén nay ta khong can thiép duwgc, cac vi thir dén Pai
Ly Ty kéu oan di.”

“Vi...Vi quan sai nay lan truéc tirng dén tim lao gia, nghe néi la ngudi cta
Pai Ly Ty!” Nguwoi hau tré ngay Hoang Tw Ha, bdo véi chudng quay va
phu nhan.

Lap tirc ca nha ho Tién tr trén xuong dwdi lién xim 14y co, Tién phu nhan
con khéc nitc 1én: “Lao gia nha ching t6i 1a ngudi t6t, hang ngay lam gi
cling can trong, sao c6 thé giét nguwoi chir...”

Hoang Tw Ha v6i d& Tién phu nhan day: “Thuc ra ta t6i day cling cé
chuyén mu6n hoi, chang r6 cac vi c6 biét vién cai thau da sita sang nha ctra
cho Ton ghé khong?”

Chudng quay voi dap: “Sé sach veé sita sang phong 6c¢ déu dé ¢ ngay nha
bén canh day, tiéu nhan sé di tim ngay, xem hom d6 ai dén nha ho Ton.”

“Neéu tién thi 6ng moi ngudi d6 dén ngay nha ho Tén & phuwong Pai Ninh
cho, ta con ban chut viéc, lam xong sé t6i do dgi ong ta.”

“Vang vang, tiéu nhan sé bdo ong ta dén ngay.”

Long vong mai, khi Hoang T Ha va Vuong Uan dén Pai Ly Ty da thay
Chu Tt Tan va Triwong Hang Anh dgi & d6, Trieong Hang Anh dang am
mot dira bé, sau lvng con hai ngwoi la mdt, mot nam mot nit.
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“Anh trai chi dau t6i dan thang bé sang choi, nghe néi la di déon A Dich,
bén cung di luon.” Treong Hang Anh gidi thieu.

Anh trai Truong Hang Anh tén Truwong Hang V1, dang nguoi cao to khong
kém em trai. Hai vg chong y rut ré cudi: “A Pich 1a nguwdi nha ching t6i,
dwong nhién phai di don co ay vé.”

Chu T Tan xen vao: “Trwong lao gia ct khang khang doi di, nhung ong ay
vira khoi bénh, chiing t6i phai khuyén ngan mai, néu khong lao gia ciling
dén r6i.”

Thay nha ho Truong that 1ong yéu thuwong Tich Thiy nhw thé, Hoang Tw
Ha ciing nhe long, bén mim cwoi gat dau: “Moi ngwoi dgi cho mot 1at, toi
vao dén A Dichra.”

Thyc khong ngd Théi Thuan Tram van ¢ nha mén chwa vé nha, hon nita
tréng con rat vui vé, vira thdy c6 da twoi cuwoi hoi: “Duwong cong cong lai
phung lénh vuong gia v?”

Hoang T Ha hanh Ié r6i dwa lénh tin cuia Quy viong phu ra: “Vuwong gia
néi vu nay da tim dwoc ké bi tinh nghi nhiéu hon, huéng ho khi cong chia
qua doi, L@ Tich Thuy dang bi giam, khong c6 kha nang gay an, nén sai toi
dén thuwong lwgng vGi Thoi thiéu khanh xem c6 nén cho Lit c6 nwong vé
nha chd tham van khéng, chit cit gilt ¢6 ta mai nhw vay cé phan khong 6n
lam.”

“0, chuyén nay don gian ma.” Thoi Thuan Tram quay sang bao vién tri sy
bén canh mang mét t& don dén dé Hoang Tt Ha dién vao, r6i dich than
cung co di tha Lt Tich Thuy.

Doc dwong di qua may gian phong bo khong, Hoang T Ha thuan miéng
héi: “Khong biét Tién Quan Sach bi giam ¢ dau?”
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“Han ta ay a? Chuyén dén dai lao bo hinh r6i.” Thoi Thuan Tram than
nhién dap: “Nhan chitng vat chitng day du, sang nay han da cung khai r6i.”

Hoang T Ha sitng so: “Khai roi u?”

“Pung thé.” Bi d6i mat trong veo nhu soi thiu tat ca ctia ¢6 nhin cham
chdp, Thoi Thuan Tram chot da ngoanh di, né tranh anh mat c6, ha giong
néi: “Duong cong cong, vu nay... két thic réi. Pha an nhanh nhuw thé,
chitng c lai 1o rang, thanh thwgng va Quach thuc phi déu hai long, Pai Ly
Tw 1ap duwgc cong 16n, bo Hinh cling c6 cai ma an néi, khong phai két cuc
tot nhat hay sao?”

Hoang T Ha ding lang duwdi mai hién mo toi, hoi lau méi cat tiéng: “Tién
Quan Sach... Lam thé nao ma khai?”

“Lam thé nao, cong cong con khong biét w?” Théi Thuan Tram dan mat
nhin xuéng nén gach xanh dwéi mai hién, thé dai bat lwc: “Bé Hinh phai
mot tay 1énh stw(*) 1gi hai nhat dén, dem theo ca bd do nghé. Nghe néi han

da tra tan hon mot tram hai mwoi ngwoi, khong ké nao khong khai nhan,
Tién Quan Sach ciing... chang phai ngoai 1€.”

(*) Chttc vu phu ta cho huyén 1énh. Lénh st c6 thé lam nhiéu cong viéc,
vién lénh st dugc néi tGi ¢ day la dén tra khao.

Hoang T Ha nhiu may: “Han nhan ca viéc giét cong chtia u?”

“Nhan roi. Chiéu qua nhan giét Ton ghé, dén t6i nhan Nguy Hy Man, sang
som nay thi khai nhan sat hai cong chua.”

Hoang Tt Ha thdy long lanh buét, than tho thot 1én: “Qua la thu doan ghé
gom.”

“Ban an da dwoc cdp toc sao chép lai, trinh 1én hoang thwgng, han lat nita
trong cung sé c6 y chi truyén ra.”
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Thi ra h6m nay Thoi thiéu khanh an trira xong con chwa vé nha, la vi phai
doi y chi.

Hoang T Ha tram ngam, chgt nghe sau luwng c6 tiéng xich sat xiing xoang,
roi Tich Thuy dwgc dan ra. Bi giam may ngay, nang c6 phan tiéu tuy ngo
ngac, trong thdy Hoang T Ha mdi guong gao mim cuoi.

“Lit Tich Thuy, hom nay nguoi duge phu Quy veong bao lanh, tam thoi
cho vé phudng Phoé Ninh. Trwdc khhi ban an két thic, néu bé Hinh va Pai
Ly Tw can tham van, sé cho triéu dén, ro chwa?”

“Thua, 10.”

Hoang Tt Ha gitp nang gap hét chan man Trwong Hang Anh dem dén, 6m
theo ra khoi Pai Ly Tu.

Vtra roi Pai Ly Ty, Tich Thuy da trong thdy Truong Hang Anh ditng doi
bén ngoai, tic thi 16 vé mirng rd xen lan buon thwong, nitc né goi: “Trwong
nhi ca!”

Trewong Hang Anh voi dat dita bé xuéng, chay nhw bay 1én thém, ap chat
hai tay Tich Thuy trong long ban tay minh ap lén ngywc, dam dam nhin nang
hoi 1au méi nghen ngao bao: “A Pich, ching ta... vé nha tho6i.”

Nhitng nguoi ditng dé thay hai nguwdi nhw vay déu mim cwdi day thau hiéu.
Ngay ca dita bé dwoc chi dau Triweong Hang Anh dat ciing gio tay vay vay
Tich Thay: “Ty ty... Ty ty...”

ROi, né dot ngdt quay di, gap ngudi xuong goi v4i ra ngoai ctira nha moén:
“Caca, caca!”

Thdy dita nhé sap vung ra, anh trai Treong Hang Anh v6i chay dén bé xoc
no 1én, quay dau nhin ra duong.
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Chi thdy mot nam t&r dang ngwoi dong déng vira di ngang qua goc du bén
duwong, nghe diva bé goi, lién quay dau nhin sang bén nay.

Con pho hét sitc binh thwong, chi vi mot cai ngodi dau nay ma sang birng
len.

Anh méit Hoang T Ha sitng lai trén mit hin, hoi thé ciing ngung mot nhip.
Nang hé choi chang, néng nhu Itvra dot, con long ¢6 dau dén nhu nghet tha.

Gitra ngay hé néng bitc, ngudi kia lai toat ra khi chat thanh tinh mat lanh,
khong vieéng bui tran, dang dap cao gay nhu mot cay tric non, tda hao
quang nhan nhat.

Han mim cuwdi tién lai, gio tay 6m 14y dita nho ¢t nhoai nguoi vé phia
minh, dua véi né: “Ra la A Bao, con nhé ca ca u?”

Hoang Tw Ha lang 1é 1ui lai mot buwéc, nap sau goc dai thu ¢ ctra Dai Ly
Tu, trdnh pha v& bau khong khi.

Nguoi nha ho Trivong nhan ra han 1a an nhan da dwa dita bé vé nha, voi
chay lai cam ta.

Vii Tuyén gio tay che nang cho dia bé, réi am né dén dwdi bong cay. Chu
T Tan v6i san dén, ngwdng mo hédi: “Khdng biét huynh dai tén ho 1a gi?
Lan tredc nghe Trwong nhi ca td huynh la m6t nhan vat nhw than tién, ta
con khéng tin, hdm nay tan mat chitng kién mdi thay qua khong sai!”

Vi Tuyén nghe néi chi cudi dap: “Chuyén vat 4y ma, dau dang nhac dén.”

RO rang la han khong dinh tiét 16 tén ho, xong Chu T Tan van bam nhang
nhang: “Ta tén Chu T® Tan, nha & phwong Sung Nhan, canh mo Dong
Trong Thu, chang hay huynh dai tén ho 1a gi, séng & dau? Ta cé kha nhiéu
ban bé trong kinh, chac chan ho sé rat mén huynh, sau nay ching ta cé thé
hen nhau ngdm tho lam van, nghe nhac uéng rwgu, du son ngoan thuy, di
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choi xuan, danh ma cau... Phai roi, ton tinh dai danh huynh dai la gi vay, ta
phai xung ho thé nao day?”

Gap phai hang nguwoi dai dang thé nay thwe chang c6 cach nao thoat noi,
han danh dat dita bé xudng, chap tay hanh lé: “Tai ha Vii Tuyén, la hoc
chinh Quéc T Giam.”

“Gi cg? Huynh 1a hoc chinh Quéc T Giam?” Chu Tt Tan giat ndy minh,
“Bat cong hét cho noi! Sao nam xwa ta & Quoc T Giam, toan gap phai
may lao dau rau téc bac! Néu bay gio co6 mot hoc chinh nhw huynh, thi ta
dau dén noi phai tron hoc di choc t6 chim chit?”

Vii Tuyén giéi thich: “Tai ha m&i dugc tién cr vao kinh chitng mot thang
thoi. May man lot mat xanh cta té titu Qudc T Gidam nén tam thoi dugc
phan giang day phan Chu Lé.”

“Huynh gioi that day! Tré thé nay ma da lam hoc chinh Quéc T Gidm roi!
Ta dén gio con chwa thudc hét Chu Lé nita!” No6i dén day. Chu T Tan chot
sttng ra, hoi lai: “Vii Tuyén... hoc chinh Quéc T Giam w?”

Han gat dau, khong néi gi thém.

Nhin vé to mo pha lan kinh ngac ctia Chu T Tan, Hoang Tt Ha biét ga
dang nghi dén 10i don dai vé quan hé khac thvong gitta Dong Xwong cong
chtia va Vii Tuyén lau nay van x6n xao kinh thanh.

No6i bu6én am tham len vao long, c6 mét moi tira vao than cay, lang 1€ lang
nghe hoi thé caa minh.

Vi Tuyén khong dé y t¢i anh mat la ling ctia Chu T Tan, chi cuwdi cui
xuong xoa dau A Bdo r6i cdo tir hai anh em ho Trwong: “T6i con c6 viéc &
Quoc T Giam, phai di trwéc day.”
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Trwong Hang Anh voi kéo Tich Thuy lai gigi thiéu: “Pay la... vg chua
cudi cua t6i, chiing t6i sap thanh hon, t6i khi &y mdi huynh dén udng chén
ruvgu mirng, huynh khong dwoc tir chdi nhé.”

Vi Tuyén nhin Tich Thiy r6i gat dau cwoi, khong noi gi.

A Bao ctt nam chat 14y tay han, riu rit goi: “Ca ca, ca ca...”

Vii Tuyén bén quay lai, ng6i xuéng nhin vao mat A Bao mim cudi do danh:

“Ngoan nao, A Béo thich an gwong sen ding khong? D€ ca ca di tim xem,
néu thay sé mua vé cho A Bao, duwgc khong nao?”

A Bao nghiéng dau nghi nggi, r6i budng tay ra, gat dau lia lia: “Puoc, A
Bédo muon hai céi co.”

“Ba céi cling dwgc.” Vi Tuyén cudi, xoa dau A Bao, ditng day hanh 1€ cao
tlr r6i quay nguoi di thang, sau khi ngoat vao mot con hém thi khudt bong.

Chu T Tan ngung mo binh pham: “Pung la khéo do tré con.”

Hoang T Ha dwa vao goc cay, n6i khé nhu ty 1am bam: “Pung thé... rat
gioi gat tré con, ti* xwva dén gio van vay.”

Trong nhay mat, c6 chot thay thodng qua quang canh mét budi chiéu he,
hoang hon ruc ruc 16, gio sen 1ong 16ng. Vii Tuyén cui xuéng con c6 nguwdc
1én, thdy ro hinh béng minh in trong day mat sau tham ménh mang cta han,
c6 diéu, do anh ay chi vut qua roéi bién mat.

Co0 hit mot hoi that sdu, xac nhan minh da binh tinh lai, méi tir sau goc cay
di ra.

Chu T Tan vira thay c6 da lién thoang khoe: “Sung C6! Vira ndy cong
cong di dau thé? Cé thady ngudi vira roi khong? Ta song s@ Truong An hai
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muoi nam nay, chua tirng gap ai phong tw trac tuyeét, khi do thanh cao nhw
thé, néu cong cong khong thay thi thyc dang tiéc!”

Hoang T Ha dang khong biét trd 16i thé nao thi mot thét ngwa tir phia cung
Pai Minh chay t&i, ngudi trén ngwa nhdy xudng lao thang vao trong:
“Thanh thwong cé khau duy, Pai Ly Ty thiéu khanh Thoi Thuan Tram &
dau?”

Thoi Thuan Tram 14t dat chay ra tham kién: “Céng cong, khong biét thanh
thwong ha y chi thé nao?”

Vi cong cong no tén Phung Nghia Toan, hau ha bén ngai ngu, giong sang
sang nhu chuong dong, vira cat tiéng da vang khap trong ngoai nha mon:
“Thanh thugng cé chi, toi pham giét hai Pong Xwong cong chda bi lang tri
tung xéo, tich thu gia san, ca nha bat luan gia tré 16n bé déu x tram.”

Hoang T Ha va Chu T@ Tan nhin nhau, khong giau dugc vé ngac nhién.

Trewong Hang Anh va Lt Tich Thiy nam chat tay nhau, déu cam thay tay
nguoi kia dap dinh m6 haéi lanh.

Chu T Tan ghé tai Hoang T Ha héi nhé: “Chiing ta con diéu tra nita hay
thoi?”

Hoang Tt Ha hoi lai: “Cong t n6i xem?”

“Chan twéng vu an con chwa 14, sao c6 thé bo qua?” Chu T Tan birng
birng nhiét huyét, siét chat hai tay dat 1én nguc.

Hoang Tt Ha gat dau: “bi tho6i.”
“Di dau?”

“Td6i phwong Pai Ninh, nha Ton ghé.”
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Than thé tram nam

Lic Hoang T Ha va Chu T Tan dén nha ho Tén, da thdy m6t nguwoi dan
ong trung nién cao to thuan hau bon chén ditng doé doi. Nhac thay béng ho,
ong ta voi budc 1én don: “Duong cong cong phai khong? Tiéu nhan la Chw
Cuong, nguoi lam & tiém ngwa Tién Ky, lan trwdce chinh toi cung cac anh
em dwdi quyén sita nha cho Ton ghé.”

“A, la cai thau Chtr.” Trong lic Hoang T Ha chao hoéi 6ng ta, Chu T Tan
da nhanh nhen g& gidy niém phong trén cita ra.

D6 dac bén trong van y nguyén nhuw lan triede, chi la may hom déng kin
ctra, khong khi trong nha cang ham hap nhw nung, mui héi xdc nén néng
nac.

Hoang Tw Ha va Chu T Tan lai ra soat ctra s6 va nén dat mot lwot, roi bao
Chtr Cwong: “Cac vi lam kha that, ctra so6 rat chac chan.”

“Thua vang, thé nén tiém Tién Ky mdi 1an sang linh vyc sira sang nha cira
chwa lau, nhung da c6 tiéng trong kinh, moi ngwdi déu tin nhiém!” Chtr
Cuong ty dac vo vao van ctra s6 bang go ban: “Coéng cong xem, néu cai
chot vao thi gay sat cling khong danh bat ra dugc! Cai then nay chdp ca bon
nam trai trang cting dung hong xo gay!”

Hoang Tw Ha gat dau tan dong, r6i ditng day di mot vong quanh nha.

Phong 6c van 16n xon ngon ngang, twong treo day bua chu, twgng Phat,
twgng go. Chir Cuong chi nhitng thit nay noéi: “Lic chiing t6i tdi da that
m4dy thit nay r6i. Ton ghé cé tat giat minh nén dem treo khap noi trong nha,
noi la sg troi phat!”
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Hoang Tt Ha héi: “Ong biét hin ta khong c6 tién, lai chdng phai hang tir t&
gl, sao con nhan 16i stta nha giup?”

“Qi chao, ching van nghe don tén Ton ghé ndy ring rinh tién cta v, 1do Lt
¢ tiém nhang dén ké rang da dwgc han boi thwong rat nhiéu tién, nén mai
tha cho ddy. Ai ngd tén khon nay dén tién xong thi chang con xu nao nita,
hai t6i bi 6ng cha Tién mang nhuw tat nwdc vao mat, gio ngudi chét roi, ng
biét doi ai!” Chit Cwong héi han ra mat, ham hyc nhan xét: “Lao Lit cling
chang tw t€ gi, von da di theo dé dat dé dén, vira thay la nha Ton ghém lao
lién bién sac, tré mat ho Ton chti cho mot chap r6i di thang, chang théem
dat dé den nira, thé ma khong hé hé rang bao cho t6i biét Ton ghé da hét
tién!”

Chu T Tan khong hitng thi vGi viéc tranh chap tién nong, nhan lic hai
nguoi tro chuyén, ga lan lwgt g& hét nhitng tam bang pho do ching sinh
trén twomg, tranh Quan Am ban con treo trén dau givdng va may 14 bua
nhang cudi xuéng xem, nhwng chang thay 16 hong nao trén bitc twong phia
sau ca, lién ham hwc ra mat.

Hoang Tt Ha phan tich: “Mat twong bang phang nhu thé, lam sao ¢6 16
hong bén trong dugc?”

“Biét dau day.” Chu Tt Tan miéng noéi, chan da giam nén bau ctra, dinh g&
tam bang sat Muc Lién cttu me trén dinh khung ctra xuéng, nao ngo gd mai

khong dwgc,ga tién tay go go may cai, phat hién ra dé 1a mot chiéc hop dai
rong khong, gan vao tuwong.

Chtr Cwong vo6i ngan lai: “0, cai d6 khong g& xuong duwgc dau, hop sat dat
trong twong do la cai gia do khung cira day.”

“Pé lam gi vay?” Chu T Tan hai.
Cht Cuong gidi thich: “Ban dau la 6ng cha Tién nha ching t6i hoc dugc

cai nay ¢ cho may thwong nhan Tay Vuc, nghe néi bén do ho thich dat mot
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chiéc hop sat rong, cham tr6 hoa van rat dep, dai bang chiéu rong ctta 1én
dinh khung ctra, coi nhu dat m6t miéng gidm xéc gitta khung ctra va bitc
twong, nhw vay khung ctra sé khong bi bién dang. Vé sau trong kinh dan
dan thinh hanh, ching t6i dén xwéng rén dat lam hon mot tram chiéc, chwa
day nam da sap hét tGi noi. Cai nay la t6i chon bira, hinh khac bén trén hinh
nhu la... Muc Lién cttu me phai khong?”

“Hinh nhw thé.” Chu Tt Tan ké ghé ditng 1én cao ngang tam chiéc hop
quan sat roi nhan xét: “Pung la cham rong, tiéc rang cit den si, néu thém it
son vao co phai dep khong.”

Hop sat dai bang chiéu rong khung ctra, cao chirng hai tdc. Mat huwéng vao
trong cham rong hinh Muc Lién citu me, mat hwéng ra ngoai thi dac rudt,
vé hoa van cét twong, xong da niit ran den si, nhin rat xau xi.

“Pwong nhién 1 phai son 16i... O, rd rang ldc gin 1én, t6i gdn cai mdi cho
han kia ma, ké nao lai doi thanh thit den kit nhw da dung may nam vay?”
Chtr Cwong ngang lén nhin chiéc hop dén si, nhiu may: “Sao thé nhi, m&i
mdy hom ma da &m khdi den si thé nay r6i? Luc trwdc cd hoa van sac s&
ma.”

Chu T Tan nhin qua 16p hoa van cham roéng vao bén trong hop, cling cau
may: “Ban qua... Toan la tro than.”

Hoang Tw Ha lat dat bé ngay mot chiéc ghé ké canh ghé caa Chu T Tan
roi tréo 1én nhin vao trong hdp. Chi thay 16p son bén ngoai chay den nhw bi
Itra thiéu, bén trong hdp toan tro, & goc con cdé mat vét ngén tay quet qua.

“Cé6 nguoi tho ngdn tay qua 16 hong, 1ay thit bén trong ra.” Hoang T Ha
nhan xét, r6i ngodi lai hoi Chir Cwong: “Cai hop nay md ra dugc khong?”

“Hop bang sat mong dy ma, mudn ma thi 1ay kéo cat ra la xong.”
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Chu T Tan tim dwgc mot cay kéo gi ngoén, bén cat roi hoa van Muc Lién
cttu me ra, trong hop chi cé6 mét cai khung sat va 16p tro day, trén 16p tro
con in han mot vai vét tich.

Chu T Tan tré mot vét kha 16n nhan xét: “Nhin cai nay nay, cé vé vat bi
1ay ra la hinh tron.”

Lai tré mdt vét dai manh: “Nhin cai nay, thi c6 vé la thit gi d6 lam bang soi
sat manh.”

Hoang T Ha nhiu may, sam soi dau vét hinh tron kha 16n kia: “Nhin d6
16n nay, cong tir c6 thdy la khong thé méc mot vat hinh tron to nhw thé qua
16 hong bé thé nay khong?”

Chu T Tan dung ngoén tay wéc lwong do 16n cnaa vat tron, roi lai gi ngén
tay do chiéu rong 16 hong trén mat hop sat ma minh vira cat rdi ra, ngd
ngang nhan xét: “Dung that... Cho 16 hong 16n nhat ciing van nhé hon kich
thuwédc vat kia! Cong cong xem, dai mat la mady ddm may nay, phdi dén hai
ba tdc ay, nhung lai hep bé ngang...”

“Badi vay thit d6 nhat dinh khong phai hinh tron, chi la cong cong thoi.”
Vira néi co vira quét it tro trong hop ngwi thit, khong giau dugc nu cuoi:
“Linh lang hvong.”

Gitra gian phong tranh t6i tranh sang, khong khi 1én vén bui bam, nu cuwoi
vui swéng cda co vi vach tran dugc am muu chgt birng 1én rang rd, khién
Chu T Tan nhin ma ngan ngo.

Hoang T Ha rat khan tay ra, quét it tro den trong hop goéi lai. Ngang 1én
thdy Chu Tt Tan van d& dan nhin minh, c6 budt miéng héi: “Sao thé?”

“0...” Chu T Tan voi nhin lang di noi khac, luéng cudng quét vdi it tro,
chong ché: “Ta cling ldy mot it vé kiém nghiém xem c6 phai linh lang
hwong khong.”
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R0i phwong Pai Ninh, Chu Tt Tan di vé huwéng Tay Nam, con Hoang Tw
Ha di vé huéng Dong Nam, mo6i ngwoi mot nga.

bi dén phvong Hung Ninh, Hoang T Ha chot thay rat nhiéu nguoi chay
ram rap trén duong, c6 ké con la 16n: “Mau t6i Thap Luc trach di! Cham la
hét do!”

Hoang Tt Ha khong hiéu chuyén gi, dwong ngd ngang chgt thay mot ba lao
dang chay thi bi dam dong x6 nga nhao, miéng kéu 6i chao. Co6 voi chay t6i
dd ba ta 1én, hoi: “Cac vi chay di dau vay?”

“Oi chao, nghe noi thanh thwgng va Quach thuc phi dang rai tién khap pho
& khu Thap Luc trach, gan phu céng chia dy. Chuing toi di nhat tién ch di

»
!

dau nita
Hoang Tt Ha chang hiéu dau dudi ra sao, danh chay theo dong nguoi.

DPén noi, thady cad dam dong dang vay chat ctta phi,ai ndy déu lom khom
nhat gi do dudi dat, c6 danh niu mot ngwdi dang nam chat vat vira nhat
duworc trong tay hoi: “Pai ca, nghe noi thanh thvgng va Quach thuc phi dang
rdi tién, ding khong?”

“Rai tién cai gi? Pung la pham tuc!” Ngudi trong nhw an si no xoe tay ra
cho c6 xem. Trong long ban tay ong ta la mot doéa hoa cai dau bang bac
kham tran chau, tinh xdo hoa my, han la do trang sitc trong cung.

“Vira roi thanh thwong va Quéach thuc phi gia 1am phu c6ng chia dé xem
diéu Than thé tram nam ma Ly Kha Cap méi dung, gam doan trai dai su6t
doc dwong thanh gia di tir trong cung Dai Minh t6i day, may tram ngudi
vlra ca vira mua, hoa cai dau roi 1a ta, nhitng ké nay déu kéo dén dé nhat
de.”

Hoang Tt Ha syc hiéu ra, ben lang tai nghe, qua nhién lan trong tiéng lao
nhao cia dam dong, van loang thoang nghe thay tiéng ca mua td bén trong
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vang lai.

CO tranh ctra 16n, lanh dén noi vang nguwdi, qua nhién nghe réo mon mot
tiéng may trim nguwdi dong ca. Am diéu bi ai uyén chuyén khién cd ditng
xa xa nghe ma ciing thdy nao nao trong da, chanh long buén thwong vo 6.

Hoang T Ha dwa vao twong, lang 1€ ngang dau nhin trgi. Chiéu ha lang
gid, tiéng ca sau tham ti* xa dwa lai nhw cita vao long, khién nwdc mat co ci
thé lan dai.

Tw thdy mat minh nhat nhoa nwéc mat sé rat khé coi, c6 lan tim khan tay dé
lau, nhuwng lai swe nhé ra khan tay da dung g6i may dim tro tan khi nay.
Cam trong tay goi tro linh lang hwong, con dang ban than, Hoang Tt Ha
chot thay mot chiéc khan tay trang muot chia ra tr phia sau.

CO ngoai lai, m& to mat, nhin qua man 1é nhat nhoa.
La Vi Tuyeén.

Han van chiéc 4o thién thanh, ditng gitta con hém xam nhd, mau sac rat
thanh nha, dung mao rat thuan tinh.

C6 cham cham dwva tay nhan lay chiéc khan, dp 1én mat.
Nuéc mat nong bong thdm vao lan vai mém min, chang con dau vét.

Roi nhw vira bi rit can stte lwe, Hoang T Ha bat giac dwa ngwdi vao twong,
vui mdt trong chiéc khan tay han dwa, that 1du chang chiu ngang 1én.

Trong chiéc khan 1a mui hwong ctia han, nhe nhang ma hu 4o, 1a déa sen
chém n& ngay ha, la nhuy mai roi rung mua dong, la Itta nong, cling la
bang gia trong gidc mo cua co.

“Ta trong thdy mudi, tr ldc & Pai Ly Tw.” Giong han nhe nhang cat 1én, tuy
con hoi mo mang, nhung van ranh rot 1ot vao tai c6: “Mudi nap sau goc
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cdy, tranh mat ta. Ciing phdi, du gap mat, thi c6 thé noi gi day?”

Qua giong no6i cham rai dy, c6 nghe duwgc rat ro noi bi ai va lwdng Iy trong
long han.

Han cling nhu ¢6, han dang hoi twong lai nhitng ngay dam am bén nhau,
nhitng diéu khong thé quén, cling khong thé chét.

“Ta da gap co6 nwong ay, mudi ctitu ¢o ay tw Pai Ly Ty ra ding khong?” Vi
Tuyén ngang lén nhin nhitng d6a may trang dén 16a mat trén dau, giong
cham rai ma xa xam, “Doc duong vé, ta cit nghi mai. Nhé lai nam xwa, chi
vi mot cau can can nhac trén hé so, mudi cling lan 16i ngan dam, di suot
ngay dém lat lai ban an giup nguoi dung. Du gio day phai ganh dua thi
tiéng xau, bi don vao chan twong, mudi van doc sitc gitp do ngudi khac.
Vay ma ké than thiét v4i mudi nhat trén doi la ta lai khang khang cho rang
mudi 1a hung tha, thye. .. uéng phi tinh cdm bay nhiéu nam nay.”

Hoang Ttw Ha can moi nin lang, nhuwng bd vai run ban bat da ban dirng co.
Vi Tuyén thé dai, diu dang git 14y vai c6.

Trudc day, ho tirng than mat hon thé nay nhiéu. Nhwng lau ngay khong gap,
lan dau tién cham lai vao nhau, Hoang Tt Ha bat giac nghiéng nguoi né
tranh, khién ban tay Vii Tuyén dang vuwron ra bi hang.

Hoi lau, han méi lang 1€ rut tay lai, n6i khé: “Mudi khong nén noi véi ta
nhung 16i ay, cling khong nén lam nhitng viéc do, néu khong ta doi nao tin

muoi gay ra chuyén tay dinh nhw vay, bat luan thé nao ciing khong tin.”

Hoang Tw Ha gap chiéc khan lai, vé mat binh than, trtt kh6e mat hoi do thi
chdng con gi khac thuong.

Co hoi ngugc lai: “Mudi da... néi gi véi huynh? Muoi da lam gi?”
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Han nhin c6 cham chd, giong rat khé, xong lai hét sitc ranh rot: “Dém trudc
khi cd nha mudi qua doi, lic mudi tr Long Chau trd vé, ta dén tim, thdy...
mudi dang nhin cham cham géi ty swong trong tay, vé mat rat la.”

Hoang T Ha tron mat ngac nhién nhin Vi Tuyén: “Gi co?”

“Dém hom d6, chinh h6m mudi vira tir Long Chau tré vé ay. Ta con nhd
muodi gii cho ta mot birc thw, viét rang vu an ¢ Long Chau la vi ¢o6 con gai
bi ngwdoi nha chia uyén ré thiy, bén bé c6 doan triong vao thirc an, dau doc
chét cd nha. Mudi con bdo, néu doi ta 1am vao canh ngd ay, chang rd mudi
c6 viit bé ngudi nha, budc 1én con duong khong thé quay dau hay khong.”
Anh mét Vii Tuyén nhin c¢6 day dau dén, “Poc duoc cau day, ta rat lo ling,
thady mudi vira vé lai 1ay ty swong ra xem, lién khuyén mudi viit di, nhung
muoi chi cat vao ta khoéa lai r6i noi, biét dau thit nay c6 thé gitup doi ta
dugc ¢ bén nhau.”

Hoang Tt Ha ng& ngang nhin Vi Tuyeén, nhw nhin mot ngwoi xa la: “Mudi
nh@ chuyén ¢ Long Chau, ciing nhé ndi dung birc thw ay, nhwng mudi
khong nhd minh tirng 1ay ty swong ra... cang khong nhé minh da néi cau
de!”

Vi Tuyén nhin xody vao c6, anh mat sac nhuw dao, nhwng chi thdy mat c6
day vé ngac nhién va dau x6t, chang c6 gi so hd.

Mat Vii Tuyén hoi téi di, han day day thai dwong, hoi thé cling ndang né vi
kich dong, kh6 nhoc néi: “A Ha, xem ra, ding la ta hiéu lam hanh déng khi
d6 cia mudi réi... Cé diéu lic dé6 mudi cam goéi ty swong, nét nat rat dang
sg, ma ngay tdi hom ay, ca nha mudi lai chét vi ty swong... Mudi béao ta
lam sao tin mugi day?”

“Khong thé nao!” Hoang T Ha run ray cat 10i, “Sau khi mua ty swong vé,
muoi 1ap tic khéi hanh di Long Chau, tGi tan Iic vé cling chwa dong vao
né! Sao huynh lai thdy mudi cam géi ty swong duwgc?”
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Vi Tuyén nhin ¢6 cham cham, con ngwoi tiéu sai thanh tinh nhw han, lic
nay ciing 16 vé kinh hoang, ct 1am bam mai mdy chit: “Khong thé nao?
Khong thé nao...”

Nong va lanh, mau me va quanh hiu, ménh van khong thé doan trwdc cling
y troi khon lwong déu do sup 1én ngudi ho.

“Duong Sung Co6.”

Phia sau chgt vang 1én mdt giong néi lanh lung dén gan nhw v6 tinh, pha v&
bau khong khi im phac nhw chét giita hai nguoi.

Hoang Tw Ha ngoai lai, thay Ly Thw Bach dang ditng dau ngo bat dong
nhin ca hai. Anh sang tir sau lung y hét lai, khong trong rd nét mit y, chi
thdy dwong nét gwong mat toat 1én ap lyc vo hinh, khong thé tron thoat.

Cu6i cung, c6 nhin thady d6i mat trong veo sau tham cua y, bong suc tinh
khoi trang thai mo mang ngo ngan, nhan ra minh dang ditng gitta mot con
ngo vang tanh. Khiic Than thé tram nam sau tham van vong lai tir dang xa,
giuc nguwoi roi 1€, tiéng nhac vang vang gitta bau khong, twa ho lan at ca
may trdi, khién may ngirng troi.

Vi Tuyén phia doi dién duong nhw cling da dinh than lai, tuy trdn con xam
xap mo hoi lanh, nhung vé mat da binh than nhu thuong.

Han cui dau hanh 1€ véi Ly The Bach r6i quay nguwai bo di, tredce khi di
con ngudc nhin co.

Hoang Tw Ha ciling lang 1€ nhin han, trén gwrong mat tai nhot la vo van wu
tw phitc tap, khién ¢6 ngap ngrng, muon noi lai thoi.

Vi Tuyén khé hoi: “Lan tredc mudi néi mudn vé Thuc tra rd chan twéng
u?”
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Hoang Tw Ha gat dau: “Mudi nhat dinh sé vé.”
“Vay ta ¢ Thanh D6 dgi mudi.”

Anh mét Vii Tuyén dim dim nhin vao mét c6, hét nhw 1an dau gip gd, hoi
ay c0 con chwa hiéu tinh yéu la gi, nhung khi nhin vao doi mat dam du6i
cta han, co da thay bong minh in trong dé.

Chang ai biét duwoc, trong khoanh khac dy, co6 da tir mot co bé trd thanh
thiéu nt.

Lic Ly Thu Bach va Hoang Tt Ha buéc vao phu Pong Xwong, doi mua
Than th@ tram nam da gidi tan.

Trén nén da sang l6a dwdi nang, chau ngoc viong vai khap noi cang lap
lanh chéi mat. Thi thé Bong Xwong cong chiia da nhap quan, nhung trong
phong van dat day nhung khoi nhitng khoi bang 16n ¢6 nho cé.

Bén canh con mot c6 4o quan nho hon, dit thi thé Van nwong, ba vii cia
cong chua, vét han van ranh ranh trén c6, vé mat nhan nho6 dén tuyét vong,
cung cong chuda di vao gidc nga vinh hang.

Hoang dé va Quach thuc phi ng6i gitta dai sanh, cac cung nit va hoan quan
phia sau déu dang lau nwéc mat. Ngai ngy trong hét sitc gian dit, con gian
cta noi tuyét vong khong thé phat tiét, tich tu lai ma thanh.

Vira nhac thay Ly Thu Bach dan theo Hoang Tt Ha buéc vao, may hoan
quan va cung nit bén canh hoang dé€ lién thé phao nhe nhom. Thay Ly Thu
Bach dwa mat nhin Van nuwong, hoang dé néi: “Cong chiia mot minh duéi
do thi lanh 180 qua, nén tram cho Van nwong xudng tiép tuc hau ha cong
chuaa.”

Du sao nguoi cling da chét, nén Ly Thw Bach chi lang thinh, ng6i xuéng
bén canh hoang dé.
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Quaéch thuc phi bung mét nitc ng: “Con may thi nit va hoan quan nita,
nhitng nguwdi khac thi théi, nhung may ké do6 chuyén hau ha bén canh cong
chua, cong chua xay ra chuyén, chung cting phai chiu trach nhiém!”

Hoang dé nghi nggi hoi 1au r6i cham rai noi: “Lan trwdc Dwong cong cong
da xin tha cho chuing, tram nghi ciing c6 ly, cit tam gac chuyén do6 lai di.”

“Hoang thugng thwong hai ching, nhung thiép lai lo Linh Huy & dudi do
c6 don!” Quach thuc phi khéc nac 1én, cang thwong tam khon xiét: “Linh
Huy tr bé sg nhat 1a c6 don, Iic nao cling can cé nguwdi bén canh, vay ma
gio phai xuéng duwdi d6 mot than mot minh, khéng c6 ngwdi hau ha, ké lam
me nhu than thi€p lam sao yén long day...”

Nghe tiéng khoc tham thiét cta ba ta, Hoang Tt Ha chi thady m6t luéng khi
lanh tr gan ban chan theo cot séng chay thang 1én dau. Ly Thuw Bach ciing
dang dwa mat nhin c0, ca hai déu thay dung y ctia Quach thuc phi trong mat
nhau.

“Thuc phi dirng néi nita, tram dau long lam.” Hoang dé thd dai, nhung
khong phan doi, chi quay sang néi véi Ly Thw Bach: “Vira roi, tram da
truyén goi tén Vi Tuyén, hoc chinh Quoc T Gidam ma cong chia yéu quy
lic sinh thoi dén.”

Quaéch thuc phi ng6i bén vé mat phic tap, khé khang dat tay 1én mu ban tay
hoang dé. Xong ngai ngy duong nhw khong hé nhan thay, van tiép tuc noi:
“Tram ciling nghe duwgc 10i don dai trong kinh, Linh Huy tirng dé nghi Vii
Tuyén day hoc cho minh, nhing han nhiéu lan cy tuyét, vé sau céng chua
phai dich than c6 10i véi té ttru Quoc T Giam, han méi chiu dén phu cong
chia giang Chu Lé. Bay gio tram chi cudi cho qua, nhung gio nghi lai thi
thuvong Linh Huy dang tré trung mon mon, lai phai thui thui mot minh dudi
do, né thich nghe Vi Tuyén gidang Chu Lé, 1é nao tram khong thé chiéu
theo n6?”
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Tim Hoang T Ha giat thot, nhung r6i c6 swc nghi minh vira gap Vii Tuyén
di ra, xem chirng hoang thwgng da tha cho han r6i.

“Tram qua that dinh giét han.” Hoang d€ than thd gidy lat m&i ngang 1én
thé hat ra, “Nhung sau khi gap mat, chang hiéu sao lai tir b6 y dinh dé.”

Ly Thw Bach khong dap, chi hoi nghiéng dau nhin sang c6 ao quan cua
cong chua.

“Cé 1é tram gia r6i, khong danh long bé gay cay ngoc.” Poan hoang dé
quay sang hoi Ly Thu Bach: “Tw dé da gap Vi Tuyén bao gio chwa?”

“Thuwa, than dé gap r6i. Qua la thanh ti thuan tinh, tuyét thé v6 song.” Ly
Thu Bach ho hitng dap.

Quaéch thuc phi ngan ngudi ra héi lau, roi dot ngot dirng phat day, chay dén
canh quan tai Bong Xwong cong chua, vin vao mép do quan khdc léc.

Trai lai, Ly Thw Bach van than nhién nhu thuong: “Hoang thvgng khong
giét han la phai. Néu khéng, dé han bau ban cung cong chua & dudi do, thi
pho ma phai lam sao?”

Hoang dé gat dau, nham nghién mat lai vé mét moi.

Hoang T Ha ding hau phia sau, im lang lang nghe. Chiéu mua ha ram ran
tiéng ve. CO nghe thay giong hoang dé yéu &t lan trong tiéng ve inh 6i:
“Sang mai, Pai Ly Tw sé xét xit cong khai vu nay. Tram da ha lénh, sau khi
tham van, 1ap tic dwa pham nhan téi phép trieong, lang tri tung xéo.”

Ly Thu Bach tram tw hoi: “Vu nay da cé két luan roi u?”
“Nhan chitng vat chitng da ca roi.”
“Néu bat dugc hung thad, cling an i dwgc vong linh cong chia trén troi.”

Ly Thu Bach ngoai lai li€c Hoang T Ha ro6i néi: “Than dé giit chiéc trong
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Pai Ly Ty, sang mai cling sé c6 mdt.”

“Troi néng qua, Linh Huy ciling khong thé dé 1au, tram quyét r6i, sau khi
hung thu chiu hinh phat, sé tam thoi quan linh cttu cong chua vao Trinh
lang cuaa phu hoang, dgi khi nao lang cong chua xay xong, sé cho an tang.”

“Thé 1a 6n nhat.” Ly Thw Bach tan dong, xong chi thay hoang dé nga nguoi
dwa vao lung ghé, nglra mat nhin troi bat dong, tham chi mat cling khong
hé chép, hoi thd moi Iic mét nang né.

Y lam thinh hoi 1au r6i cdo tir hoang dé, cling Hoang T Ha roi khéi pha
cong chua.

Chiéu mua ha, cé kinh thanh chim trong néng nuc, dudng pho cling vang
ngat.

Trong thung da lanh trén xe dat mot khoi da 16n déo hinh nui tién, trgi néng
qua nén nhitng hinh than tién va cdy co6 déu tan chdy c4, chi con thidy dang
dap ngon nui ma thoi.

Nudc da tan chay ti tdch nho xuéng long thung.

Du ng6i ngay canh khoi da, Hoang Tt Ha van thady néng bitc, m6 hoi rin ra
ot ca lung. Cam giac dugce cai nhin cham chua cua Ly Thue Bach, c6 cang
cang thang t6t do.

Roi vao canh nay, qua la biét minh khéng biét ngwdi, dang mat kha nang
khong ché cuc dién. Cubi cung, dé tranh két cuc bi tham, c6 danh nghién
rang lén tiéng truedc: “N6 tai mudn thinh gido vieong gia mot chuyén.”

Anh mét chdm chd cuaa y toat 1én vé ngac nhién: “Gi co?”

“Co6 cach nao khién ngudi ta sinh ra do giac, trong thay mot viéc khong hé
xdy ra khong?” Ly Thu Bach lac dau: “Khong cé6.”
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“Nhung vira r6i gap Vii Tuyén, huynh dy cé néi, vao hém cha me t6i qua
doi, tirng thay t6i cam goi ty swong, vé mat hét sttc quai di.”

Khi thot ra hai tiéng Vii Tuyén, 1ong cd nhw ddy séng, nhung roéi, con song
lai loang ra thanh titng gon lan tan, dan dan tan bién.

Ly Thu Bach thoang tram tu: “Co 1é chuyén do c6 thé giai thich vi sao han
ctt khang khang cho rang nguwoi 1a hung tha. Béi han da chinh mat ching
kién nguoi c6 ci chi khac thwdng ngay trong ngay hom dé.”

“Nhung toi thue sy khong lam gi ca!”

“La han nhé lam, hay la nguoi quén mat?” Ly Thw Bach van lai.
“Huynh dy nhé 1am r6i.” Hoang T Ha dap ngay khong hé do du.
“Cling c6 thé con mot kha nang nita, la han néi déi.”

“Nhung... huynh ay néi déi nguoi trong cudc dé lam gi?” Hoang T Ha
ngd ngang hoi.

“Nguoi la nguoi trong cudc con khong hiéu, lam sao ta hiéu dugce?” Ly
Thu Bach lanh lung, “Hu6ng ho, chang phai cac ngudi da hen gap ¢ Thanh
Do u? Bén lic d6 doi chat lai 1a ro.”

Nghe giong diéu lanh bang ctia y, Hoang Tt Ha danh nin lang ng6i nghe
nuwéc da nho xudng ti tach, xe ngwa cling tir tw dirng lai, da dén pha Quy.

Vira budc xudng xe, hoi néng bén ngoai da tat thang vao mat Hoang T Ha
nhu mot con séng hitu hinh, khién c¢6 lao dao.

Ly Thu Bach phia sau voi gio tay ra do co.

Hoang Tt Ha vira dirng vitng, dang dinh cam ta thi y da buong tay, xam
xam bang qua c6 di thang vao trong.
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Co ditng nhin theo bong y gidy 14t r6i quay nguwdi di vé phia tau nguya.

Ly Thu Bach khong hé quay dau, nhung nhw ¢6 mat sau gdy, lanh lung hai:
“Di dau?”

“Cung Thai Cyc.” C6 ngodi lai dap, “T6i muon xem thit cé thé citu may
hoan quan va thi nit bén canh cong chua hay khong.”

“Dwong cong cong van khée chir?”

Vuong hoang hau vira ngu triva ddy, van con ué oai. Hoang hau da bang
Xuwong ngoc, do lua nhw may quan quanh minh, ngoi gitta dai dién tham u,
hoan toan khong bi dnh hwdng bdi cai néng ham hap ngay he.

Trai lai, Hoang Tt Ha cuGi ngwa dai nang chay dén nén trong rat 16i thoi,
toc mai bét vao tran, mo hoi 1am tdm hai canh miii, quan 4o vira stta sang
vOi vang bén ngoai dién, van con xoc xéch.

Vuwong hoang hau gio tay cho tat cd nguwdi hau lui xudng, r6i cam khan gam
trén ban dwa cho c6: “ Cong cong voi dén tim ta nhw vay, c6 chuyén gi
chang?”

Hoang T Ha cung kinh nhan lay, thdm mo hoi trén miii, sé giong thua:
“Chtc mirng hoang hau nwong nwong sap quay vé cung Pai Minh.”

Vwong hoang hau nhin xody vao c6, thay khong cé vé gia trd méi mim cuoi
néi: “Gac Bong Lai gan ho, mat hon & day nhiéu, néu chong vé duoc thi tot

2 »

qua.

Hoang Tt Ha gat dau: “N6 tai biét nwong nwong nhat dinh da chuan bi vé
cung, nhung c6 thé gitip nwong nwong vé sém dam ngay, ciing la chitc
trach cta no tai.”
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“Nguoi n6i xem, sao phéi voi va dén day thong bao chuyén nay?” Vuong
hoang hau nga nguoi trén sap, phe phay cay quat tron hoa hinh thién nit rai
hoa.

“Quaéch thuc phi c6 mot bi mat, c6 thé da bi may hoan quan va thi nit hau
ha bén canh Bong Xwong cong chia biét dwgc, nén gio' chi muén bon
ching phai chon theo cong chua.”

Vuwong hoang hau dung quat che miéng, nhung khong che dwgc doi mat
cong cong: “Xem ra, han la mot bi mat quan trong.”

“Thuc ra... chi la mot cau noi thoi.” Co thi thao, “INO tai con mot chuyeén,
xin hoang hau dong y.”

“Chuyén gi?”

“Viéc nay lién quan dén mot nguwdi nita, 1a hoc chinh Quéc T Gidm Vi
Tuyén... ngudi quen cii cia nod tai. NO tai tin rang bi mat nay chi can bam

bao v&i hoang hau la da dé day bao Quach thuc phi, khong can thiét lam
toang 1én cho moi nguwoi déu biét.”

Vwong hoang hau cuwdi: “Dwong nhién r6i, ban cung da dung dudng dugc
Quaéch thuc phi trong cung bdy nhiéu nam, vé sau ciing muon a ta tiép tuc
lam trg tha cho ta.”

Hoang T Ha cui dau khé dap: “Thuwa, ding vay.”
“Vay thi, bi mat cua Quach thuc phi la cau noi gi?”

Khung cénh lan dau gdp g& Vii Tuyén chgt hién ra nhw 4o dnh, nhitng déa
sen trong long c6 14 ta roi xuéng, tr6i bong bénh trén mat ho loang day
nhitng ggn nwdc lan tan.
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Hom dau tién don ra ¢ riéng, Vi Tuyén khong ngu duoc, danh chay dén
diéng tredc cira nha c6 cd dém, mac cho tuyét phu khap ngudi, nhitng bong
tuyét trén mi tan ra, chdy dai nhw nwdc mat.

Vao ngay xay ra thdm an, han 6m mot 6m hoa mai gium c6, nhitng d6a mai
do ruc nhw ltva dat canh nu cwdi caa han, con twoi tham hon mau dao.

Ca nhitng manh vun 14 thw bi han xé nat b6 vao 10 hwong chua Hung
Pudng, tr tir tan bién trong lt¥a, chi con lai tan tro.

C6 nham nghién mat, néi that khé, nhw mé sang: “Mudn theo trang troi
chdy dén chang.”

Réng chiéu nhuw gam phu 1én toan bo Trwong An. Hoang Tt Ha quay dau
vé Tay, thay bau khong thiap dén noi twdng chirng chi gio tay ra la cham
den.

Sau rang chiéu 1ong lay, la m6t ngay sap tr6i qua.

Hoang Tw Ha quay vé phu Quy, vao phong ngoi xuong, rut cay tram trén
dau ra, vo thitc vach vach 1én giwong, sap xép lai toan bo manh moi.

Xac dinh khong con gi lam lan, c6 mé&i cam tram lai cho cii, ng6i trén
girong ngam nghi mot lic, cudi cung cling phat hién duwgc cam giac bat 6n
nay tr dau dén...

Ly Thu Bach khong cho goi co.

Binh thwong, khi ¢6 vé dén phu, nhat dinh sé c6 nguwoi chay ra bao, vieong
gia truyén nguwoi dén.

Vay ma hién gio, c6 vira nam dwgc mot budce tién quan trong cta vu an, lai
khong biét phai bam béo tinh hinh véi ai.
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Hoang Tt Ha thé dai, nam vat ra givong, ngo ngan ngam lai tinh canh xay
ra hom nay trong con ngoé canh phu cong chua.

Vi Tuyén noi da trong thady c6 cam goi ty swong, vé mat quai di.

Khong cé kha nang d6. Nhu c6 nhé thi, sau khi mua ty swong vé, c6 con
chwa kip tién hanh vu cé cuge da nghe duwge ¢ Long Chau xdy ra vu tham
an giét chét ca nha, bén chay ngay dén Long Chau diéu tra, cudi cung phat
hién hung tht chinh la con gai nha do, vi bi cha me ngan cadm tinh duyén
nén mdi ha déc vao do an, dé ca nha, bao gom c6 ta, cuing xudng sudi vang.
Thay vay co6 rat xic dong, bén viét thw cho han. Hai ngay sau, co vé dén
phu Thanh DB6. Ca ngay bon ba vat va, vé tGi nha cling da hoang hén, an
com xong, co6 1ap tirc 1én giwdng, nga say nhw chét, chang mong mi gi.
Sang sdm hom sau, ltic Vi Tuyén dén c6 cling vira trd day, han hoi han
chuyén co ké trong thw, thay c6 khong cé gi khac la, bén cung ra san sau
ngam hoa mai, mai dén khi ba va chd c6 dén méi cdo tir ra ve.

Bay gid co con chra hé md ngan tu dyng ty swong ra, sao c6 thé cam no 1én
xem duwgc chi?

La han nhé lam, hay chinh c6 nhé lam day?

Hay la Vii Tuyén bia dat? Nhung nhin vé mat han khong cé gi gia tra, hon
nita, han noi doi c6 thi dugc tac dung gi chit?

Hoang Tt Ha thay ca ngudi roi ra, mét moi dén cung cuc, bat gidc nam
ngtra ra giwvong, than thd nhin 1én tran nha.

“Nghi gi ma do ngudi ra thé?” Mot giong néi vang 1én ngay bén canh.
C6 dang mo mang, vo thitc 1am bam goi: “Vi Tuyén...”

Vira budt miéng, c6 bong sén da ga, mo6 hoi lanh tda ra, 1ap tirc 1at nguoi
ngoi phat day, nhin vé phia Ly Thuw Bach dang ditng truéc ctra.
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Troi da nha nhem, sap sap t6i dén noi, anh hoang hon nhat nhoa ph 1én
dwong nét gwong mat y, cang kho trong ro vé mat.

CoO cudng quyt leo xudng giwong buwdc ra don y: “No tai dang nhé dén may
cau huynh ay néi.”

Ciing chang hiéu sao ¢6 phai voi va gidi thich nhw vay, tiéc rang Ly Thu
Bach van than nhién nhw khéng, chi nhin xody vao co, hd hitng “trm” mot
tiéng.

Hoang Tw Ha lay lam am ttc, tai sao co ditng trong phong, bi rang chiéu soi
rd mon mot nét mat, con y lai ditng ngugc sang, khién c6 co thé nao cling
khong trong ro dugc y, cang khong biét trong d6i mat tham tham kia an
gidu diéu gi.

Ly Thuw Bach chang buon dé y tdi c6, quay lung di thang ra ngoai.

Hoang Tt Ha thap thém di theo dén dai Cham Lwu. Doc dudng y c& im
lim, khién c6 cang cang thang.

Mai t6i khi budc vao bén trong, c6 mdi danh bao 1én tiéng: “Néu gia cd
chuyén can truyén, cit bdo bon Canh Duc goi t6i la duwgc ma...”

Nao ngd y phdt 10 cau nay, héi ngay sang chuyén khac: “Nguwoi dén cung
Thai Cyc, hoang hau phan tng thé nao?”

“Chac han nwong nwong sé sai ngudi triéu Quach thuc phi dén, du sao thoi
co cling chin mu6bi roi.”

“Um, hoang thwong lam sat ké vo toi vi Bong Xwong cong chiia, hom nay
trong triéu cling c6 may vi dai than khuyén can, xong déu bi thanh thwong
trach phat. Cac thai phi trong cung vi chuyén nay ma lo lang khéng yén.
Nhung ai dam trach moéc hoang thwong? Banh do tat ca toi 16i 1én dau
Quach thuc phi thoi.”
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Lic nay, ca triéu dinh va hau cung déu dong long nhat tri, mong Vuwong
hoang hau tré vé kiém ché Quach thuc phi, tham chi dan ching trong kinh
thanh cling x6n xao ban tan.

“Co & ong troi giup Vuwong hoang hau, trong ltic quan trong nhat thi Bong
Xwong cong chia, cho dya vitng chac nhat ciia Quéch thuc phi lai qua doi,
khién trong triéu ngoai not ndo loan cd lén.” Hoang T Ha khé nhan xét.

Ly Thu Bach lac dau: “Vwong hoang hau di dwgc dén ngay hom nay, hoan
toan khong phai nhd may man. Ké chdng lung cho ba ta qua khong thé xem
thuong.”

“La nha ho Vuong uv?”

“Phai, ma cling khong phéi.” Ly Thu Bach nhin vé phia con ca nhoé dang
lang 1€ 1dn xudng day binh lwu ly, giong cham rai: “Mot ké mang ho
Vuwong, xong lai ly khai nha ho Vwong, méi thye sy 1a ban tay am tham
thao ting ca triéu dinh nay.”

Truwdc mat Hoang T Ha chgt hién ra nam nhan ditng trén lau gac & cung
Thai Cuc, nhin c6 chong choc tur xa.

Ao tia dai ngoc, méit nhw rdn doc.

Y tirng an tay co vao chau ca, dé A Gia Thap Niét mit mat mau dinh trén
tay.

Co suc hiéu ra, 1am bam goi cai tén do6: “Vwong Tong Thyc.”

Ly Thu Bach chi nhéch moi: “Néu khéng nho Vwong Tong Thyc chong
lung, ta sao c6 thé di dén ngay hom nay, ngoi vao vi tri nay?”

Hoang Tt Ha nin ldng.
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Muoi nam trudc, tién hoang qua doi, Vwong Tong Thuc la trung dy trong
Ta than sach ho quan, da giét chét bon Vwong Quy Truong, Ma Cong Nho,
Vuong Cu Phwong muwu do lam phén, dich than dan doi nghi trugng téi
nghénh dén hoang dé vao cung, la cong than hang dau trong viéc dang co
cua dvong kim thanh thugng.

Sau khi bwéc 1én ngoi ctitu ngii, hoang dé mdi hiéu ra, ngai vang von khong
dé ngoi.

Gan trdm nam nay, triéu dinh phan nhiéu do hoan quan nam git, nhirng
triéu than chét trong tay ching nhiéu khong dém xué, tham chi c6 ca hoang
dé. Tién hoang phai gia ngdy gia dai, an nhan nhiéu nam, cudi cung méi lat
do duwgc hoan quan Ma Nguyén Chi titng pho trg minh 1én ké vi, nhung
dwong kim thanh thwgng chang cach nao Itra duwgc Vuong Tong Thue luon
luén phong bi, ciling chang c6 kha nang chéng lai.

May sao, ba nam treéc Tt Chau dai loan, nho Quy veong Ly Thu Bach
dep yén, uy hiép thé lyc cta luc dai tiét do s, kinh thanh thap ty hau nhw
déu nghe theo 1énh y, cudi cung hoang that méi vic day dugc thé lyc. May
ndm nay, nhd Quy veong kiém ché quan Than sach, triéu dinh va hoang dé
mai dugc yéen long.

Nhin girong mat binh than ctia y, Hoang Tt Ha tham nghi, Itc tién hoang
bang ha, y méi muoi ba tudi, bi dudi ra khoi cung Pai Minh, 1a tinh canh
thé nao? Trong sdu nam lam Théng Vwong ma nhat, y da song ra sao?
Muoi chin tudi dai thang, vang danh bon bién, hién 16 tai nang, tir bay ganh
trén vai toan bo su ton vong cua hoang that Pai Buwong, y da nghi nhitng
gi?

Y mang vo0 so trong trach, ltic nao cling phai tan tam kiét Iyc, chang dugc
mot ngay thanh thoi. Cé lic, ¢ da vat 6¢ nghi xem y thich gi, nhung gio
ngam lai thi, y thich d6i véi y 1a mét thit qua chirng xa xi, ca cude doi y c6
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1é chi mang nang trach nhiém v@&i hoang that Ly Puwong, chang lic nao
duwgc séng cho minh nita.

Bédiviy ho Ly, y 1a Quy veong Ly Thu Bach.

Hoang Tt Ha lang 1€ nhin y, ding lic y ngoai lai, anh mat doi bén giao
nhau that 1au.

Cubi cung c6 cup mat xudng trudc, con y van nhin ¢6 cham chad: “Bi mat
ctia Quach thuc phi bai 19, ngwoi thir nghi Vii Tuyén sé co6 két cuc thé nao?”

CO can méi dap khé: “Vwong hoang hau sé khong tiét 16 dau, 16 ra thi
hoang hau c6 1gi 16c gi chit? Cach lam thong minh nhat la canh cdo Quach
thuc phi, bién phi thanh mét trong nhitng ngwdi ra mat dé nghi hoang hau
hoi cung.”

“So vdi Vuong hoang hau, Quach thuc phi qua kho khao. Chi c6 mot dira
con gai ma dam vong twdng dua vao long sung ai cua hoang thvgng vai
cong chua, lat d6 mot Vwong hoang hau da sinh mot trai mot gai, con dich
than nudi ndng thai tt; huéng ho, séng gitta chén cung dinh phai can trong
tirng li ting ti, vdy ma dam ngang nhién viét tho tinh gii cho nguwdi, dé roi
bi ké khac nam thép.” Ly Thw Bach lanh lung nhan xét, nghi ngoi giay lat
r6i héi: “Nguwoi khang dinh ngwoi tw tinh véi Vi Tuyén la Quéch thuc phi
chit khong phai Bong Xwong cong chia tit bao gio?”

“Thua gia, ti khi nhin thiy hai cau tho dang dé & vieon Tri Cam.” Hoang
T Ha ngwdc 1én nhin ra ctra so, thay sac troi dang t6i dan, tirng ngon dén
16ng lan lwgt dugc thap 1én, “D6 khong phéi nét chit Bong Xwong cong
chia, nhw vay ké ¢ vieon Tri Cam ngay hom dé mdi thue sy 1a hung tha
giét hai Pau Khau. Coéng chia von da dinh cho BDau Khau chuyén ra ngoai
&, vay ma vi bao vé ké dé, danh dé pho ma hiéu lam roi sinh ra odn han
minh... Nguwoi dugc cong chiia doc sttc bao che nhw vay, dwong nhién chi
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c6... me rudt minh, chinh 14 Quach thuc phi. Nét chit caa phi, giong hét nét
chit trén bic the bi Vi Tuyén thiéu huy.”

Troi tdi dan, khién ngon dén trong phong cang ruc 1én, soi sang hai nguoi,
cho sang cang thém sang, cho t6i cang thém t6i.

“Hon nita, hai cau trong thw, ‘cting nghe ngéng lic nay chang thay, muon
theo trang troi chdy dén chang’ cting khong phai 10i 1€ cia cong chiia. Cong
chiia muén gi dugce nay, da dén thang Quoc T Gidam tim t€ tiru doi Vii
Tuyén dich than tGi gidng bai cho minh, sao c6 thé viét cho huynh ay
nhitng cau tho ai oan, c@ nhw gan trong gang tdc ma bién troi cach mat nhw
thé dugc?”

Ly Thu Bach mim cwdi, nhin con ca nhé dang bat dong nhu say ngu:
“Ngoai pho don dai Quach thuc phi lién tuc ra vao phu cong chua la vi cé
tw tinh v4i pho ma Vi Bao Hoanh; lai c6 16i don rang, Bong Xuwong cong
chia ép hoc chinh Vii Tuyén cia Quoc T Giam vao phu gidng bai, lam
mat mat pho ma, nhung c6 may ai ré chan twéng sy thue dau.”

“Gia phat hién ra chuyén nay tw bao gio?”

“Sém hon nguwoi.” Y ngoi xuong ban, mat van khong rdi con ca, vé mat
binh than, “Khi trdm Ctru loan bién mat, nguwoi dén gac Thé Van tra xét, ta
ding & lan can bén ngoai, nhin xuéng dwéi thay Quach thuc phi dii cho Vii
Tuyén vat gi d6. Vé sau, nguoi néi rang do la mot phong thuw, cling ké cho
ta biét cau tho con sot lai.”

Hoang Tt Ha ngap ngirng, nhwng cudi cung van héi: “Sao gia khong noi
vOi t0i?”

“Ta cho rang viéc do6 chang lién quan gi t&i ngwoi, cling chang lién quan tGi
vu an.”
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Hoang T Ha nin lang, hoi lau mdéi 1én tiéng: “Bat ké thé nao, Vi Tuyén
v6i t0i cling la chd quen biét nhiéu nam, t6i nén biét chuyén cia huynh
ay..

»

“Vay can gi ta ké? Han doi nguoi & Thanh D6 kia ma, nguoi c ty di ma
héi han.”

Twr khi quen biét dén gio, lan dau tién Ly Thw Bach gay gat cat 10i c6 nhw
thé. Hoang T Ha ngac nhién ngudc mat nhin y, khé khang thwa: “Vuong
gia da noi khi nao chuyén nay két thic, sé lap tirc dwa t6i di ma.”

“Noéng long qua khong chd néi nita chit gi?” Y cuwdi nhat.
Hoang Tt Ha ngd ngang: “Lé nao phai ¢ lai kinh thanh it 1au nita u?”

“Néu da nong long nhu thé, sao khong theo Vi Tuyén vé Thuc quach, con
doi ta dua di lam gi?”

Hoang Tw Ha bdi roi, chang hiéu sao y lai dot ngot tré mat, chi biét phan
tran: “Vu an dé da cé phan quyét, néu khong cé gia gitp dd, no tai rat kho
1at lai ban an. Trudc day ching ta da thong nhat roi kia ma, 1€ nao bay gio
gia lai nuét 10i?”

“Ban vuong chwa bao gio nuot 10i.” Mat Ly Thw Bach da lanh cang thém
lanh, y quay di khong buén nhin c6, lanh lung néi: “Nguoi néi ding, ching
ta von chi la quan hé hop tac, gitip do 1an nhau ma thoi. Bgi khi nao pha
dwgc vu an gia dinh ngwoi, hai ta cling dwong ai ndy di, khong ng nan gi
nhau nira.”

Hoang Tw Ha cam thay 10i 1€ ctia y c6 gi dé rat khé chdp nhan, nhung theo
giao hen ban dau gitta hai ngwoi thi ding 1a nhw vay.

Ngang dau lén, bat gap gwong mat lanh bang ctia Ly Thw Bach, 1ong ¢o r6i
nhw to vo, bat gidc nhich lai gan y mot buwéc: “Bat luan ra sao, xin viong
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gia dirng quén giao hen, dan t6i vé Thuc diéu tra huyét an cta gia dinh, rira
sach oan khuat...”

Vira néi, Hoang Tt Ha vira vdi tay vé phia y, khi canh tay vieon qua mat
ban, co6 chot thdy c6 tay lanh lanh, thi ra chiéc binh lwu ly dat & géc ban da
vo tinh bi kéo theo, roi xuéng nén gach xanh v tan tanh, nwdc ban tung
toe, con ca do gidy danh dach trén mat dat.

20

Lay 14 dung c4

Hoang T Ha thoang sitng ra, roi 1ap twc ngoi thup xudng, dung tay voc ca
len.

Ly Thuw Bach nu6i con ca nay da 1au, n6 chinh la sdc mau twoi sang duy
nhat trong cudc doi tat bat ma té nhat cia y, dé y ngam nhin nhitng ltc
dugc thanh thoi hiém hoi.

Bdi vay, khi nang né trong long ban tay, Hoang Tt Ha ciing hoi h6i han.

Co khong thé dé n6 chét, khong thé chinh tay lam hong mau sac twoi sang
duy nhat cuay.

Nudc trong chau rira bt da nhuéom mau muc, tra trong am lai nong, ca
khong song n6i. Hoang Tt Ha quay phat ngwoi chay vut ra ngoai, dai
Cham Luu xay bén bo ho, bon bé rgp nhitng hoa sen, xuéng may bac thém
la cham vao mat nuwéc.

Co nhing hai ban tay dang khum khum giit cd xuéng nuwéc, thay né lai
quay du6i 1at minh lai, m&i thé phao nhe nhém ngudéc nhin y.
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Ly Thu Bach ditng trong phong, cap mat sau tham tham doi theo co, chi
thay cO bung ca trong tay, dang lang 1€ nhin y.

Quy vwong thoang khung lai, roi véi 1dy mot chiéc twéce(*) bang dong diéu
trén gia do co, budc dén canh co.

(*) Mot loai chén c6 dung dé uong rwgu, cé ba chan, rat thinh hanh trong
gigi quy toc trudce thoi Tan.

Nhung dung vao luc Hoang Tir Ha bung ca 1én dinh tha vao twdc, con ca
bong hoang hot biing minh vot ra khéi tay c6, lao thang xuéng nuwéc.

MGt vong song gon loang ra, con ca vira roi xuong da 1an mat hut.

Hoang Tw Ha kinh hai ngoi thup xudng bén ho, con kip trong thdy Ly Thw
Bach tai mat.

Ho6 rong ménh mong, lai trong day sen, trong khi con ca chi bé bang dot
ngon tay. Du nho hét sen trong ho roi rut can nwdc di, cting khéng cach nao
tim duwgc mot con ca bé nhu theé.

Hoang Tt Ha thdy d6i may Ly Thuw Bach cau rim lai.

Y lu6on mang chiéc binh lwu ly c6 con ca nho nay theo bén minh. Lan dau
gdp g0, y da noi, noé lién quan t¢i mot bi mat ma ngay hoang thugng cling
khong thé hoi t6i. Vay ma, chinh tay co6 lai lam mat no.

Hoang Tt Ha ding bén b, voc nuwéc trong tay dé w6t ca vat do, c6 nom
ndp ngang lén nhin Ly Thw Bach, xong y chang buon nhin c6, cling chang
ndi nang gi, héi 1au mdi quay ngudi di vao.

Con lai mot minh Hoang Tw Ha ditng do, gio lay sen dong, ta dwong ruc ro,
khién moi vat treéc mat c6 nhoa han di.
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Hoi twdng lai bon nam tredce, cling vao mot ngay heé thé nay, c6 chan tran
16t xudng ho hai sen, nghe thay tiéng cha goi bén ngoai dau lai, bat gap Vi
Tuyén ditng phia sau cha, giita rang chiéu vang ruc, dang lang 1é nhin
minh.

Nu cwoi cung anh mat dam dam cta han trong khodnh khac ay da thay doi
ca cudc doi co.

Co bong thay ca ngwdi bai hoai, bén ng6i phich xudng, than thd nhin ra mat
ho.

Hom ay, cha dan Vii Tuyén vé nha, néi rang han la tré lang thang, mo c6i
cha me, nwong néau trong ngdi chua do. Mot nguwdi ban cii ciia cha mé
treong day hoc, thay cé dita an may thuong mon men dén ditng ngoai cira
sO nghe gidng, hoi cau nao han ciling doi dap troi chay, khién ngudi ta phai
tdm tac. Lai héi han hoc chit tir dau, han néi lic trede nhat duwge mot cudn
sach, nghe ngwaoi ta noéi la Kinh Thi, gap ding lic thay gido & treong bat
dau gidng Kinh Thi, han bén chiéu theo nhitng gi thay gido day, hoc thudc
cac chir trong bai, hoc hét chit trong Kinh Thi, han lai xin nhitng sach cii
nguoi ta vitt di, dia vao von chit hoc dwgc tir Kinh Thi ma bap bom doc hét
tw thv ngti kinh. Tién sinh kia nghe noi cling rung dong trudce thién tai cua
han, bén ké v&i cha cd, cha c6 vira gap Vii Tuyén da dong long tiéc tai, lién
dan han vé nha.

Prung thé, mét thiéu nién lwu lac gitta doi nhw Vi Tuyén, ai lai khong ra
long thuong xot?

Hoang Tt Ha ngo6i trén thém, guc mat vao dau goi, lang 1€ nhin phién 1a
sen xoay trong gio.

Gié da se se, troi sap sap toi. Gio thoi dén dau, cuon theo 16p 16p 14 sen lay
dong dén do, nhin nhv mudn ngan dgt séng.

Long co cling xao dong nhu song, khd ma dep yéen dugc.
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Vi Tuyén noi, ta dgi mudi ¢ Thanh Dao.

Nhung nguwoi da hiva sé dan c6 téi Thanh D6, gio lai dang noi gian.
Hon nita con rat tirc gian.

Co bat giac tha dai.

Tuy c6 biét Ly Thw Bach sé khong vi thé ma nuot 101, nhung c6 khong
muon y cau gian vi minh.

Bai...

CO nhd& y tirng néi, tri nhd caa ca chi bang bay cai bung tay, bat ké doi tot
hay xt té vGi n6 nhudng nao, thi sau bay cai bung tay, n6 ciing quén hét.

Nhung 6 khong phai giong ca dé dang lang quén ngudi khac chi sau bay
cai bung tay.

CoO nghi, 1é ra Iic dé nén thwa véi y rang minh khong phai c4, du bay thang,
bay nam, bady muoi nam ciing khong quén nhitng nguoi da khac cot ghi
tam.

Nghi doan, c6 dwa ngén tay 1én miéng can that manh.

“A Gia Thap Niét thich nhat mau ngwoi. Nghe néi Quy veong ciing nudi
mot con, Dwong cong cong nhd dem bi quyét nay mach lai véi vuong.”

Trong cung Thai Cyc, Vuong Tong Thyc ting ndi vdi cd nhu vay.

Can rach ngén tay, mot giot mau doé twoi titc thi a ra, nhé xuéng mat nwéc
dwai chan.

Troi da nha nhem, cudi chan tréi nga mau tim sam, c6 dang vét vat chat
anh sang cudi ngay dé du con ca kia ra.

https://thuviensach.vn



Mau twoi nhé xudng nuwéc, loang ra, tan bién.

Co0 dgi mot liuc, thay mat nwdc khéng c6 dong tinh gi, bén nan vét thuwong,
nho thém hai giot mau xudng.

Mau do tan vao lan nuwdc trong vat, song chi hoi gon lén.
“Nguoi lam gi vay?” Sau lung vang 1én mot giong thanh thanh lanh lung.

Co khong ngoai lai ma cdi dau cham chd quan sat mat nwéc, dap khé: “N6
tai dang thr xem no6 con ¢ quanh day khong.”

“Du con, chang 1é ngti mui mau nguwoi né lai boi ra sao?”

Hoang Tw Ha khong dap, bdi dudi bong chiéu nhap nhoang, co6 da trong
thay con ca nho tir sau mot goc sen, cham cham boi vé phia minh.

Qua nhién né van nap quanh day.

C0 cham rai nhing tay xuéng nwdc, 1ap tirc mau tir vét thuwong loang ra
thanh mot sgi ddy méng nhanh, phat pho trong nuéc, tan thanh hw vo.

Nhung con ca nhé kia lai nhw bi sgi day vo hinh ay 16i kéo, bai vé phia tay
cO.

Co tir tr nang dan tay 1én, t&i khi sap nhac khéi mat nwdce thi thinh linh up
hai ban tay lai, git* chdt con ca nhé bén trong, réi vui vé quay lai goi y:
“Gia mau dem cai gi ra dung ca di.”

Nu cwoi cia c6 birng 1én rang r¢ trong anh sang roi rét cudi ngay, khién Ly
Thw Bach ngan ngo.

Y lang I€ chia cai twdc dong khi nay ra, dé co bé ca vao.
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Co0 gio doi tay w6t sting 1én, cidi nhin con ca nhé trong long chiéc twdc dong
c6 kinh. Thoat tién, n6 con hot hoang quay dudi, nhung chi lat sau lién bat
dau boi nhén nho, xem chirng da quen véi hoan canh la lam nay.

Co6 tho ngon tay vao trén nd, mang yéu: “Nguy hiém qua, suyt nita dé may
chu6n mat r6i.”

“Sao nguoi biét nd thich mui mau?” Ly Thu Bach cham chud nhin guwong
mat nghiéng twoi cwdi cta cd, giong tram xudng.

Hoang T Ha ngang 1én, thanh that dap: “Vwong céng cong, Vuong Tong
Thuc bdo cho t6i biét.”

Ly Thu Bach bét gidc nhiu may: “Sao ngwoi lai quen han ta?”

“T6i tirng gap Ong ta trong cung Thai Cyc hai 1an. Hom Bong Xwong cong
chia qua doi, hai tay t6i dinh day mau céng chia, Vwong cong cong bén
nhing tay t6i vao chau ca cta ong dy, ngay lap titc, 1t ca lao dén liém sach
mau twoi...” Ké dén do, co6 van khong nén ndi cam giac ghé tdm, sén ca gai
oc.

Ly Thu Bach lam thinh that 1au r6i cam 14y chiéc twdc dong, lang 1€ nhin
con cé bén trong: “Ta nudi con c4 nay mwdi nam roi.”

Hoang T Ha ngac nhién hdi lai: “Muwdi nam roi u?”

Nub6i mudi nam méi 16n bang ay, hon nita con chwa chét.

“Phai, muwdi nam roi. Vao ding hom phu hoang bang ha. Nguwoi doan xem

ta tim thdy n6 & dau?” Ly Thu Bach ngwdc 1én nhin ¢6, anh mat day tham

y: “Gitra viing mau phu hoang khac ra. N6 quay minh vung vay trong mau.
Bdy gio ta dang bung mot bat nwéc, dung khan bong tham nwdc lau miéng
cho phu hoang. Nao ngd Chiéu viong, bdy gio con bé, lai nhat con cé 1én,

bo vao bat nudc trén tay ta.”
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Anh mét y dan tr& nén xa xam, nhv dang nhin xuyén qua mudi nim thdi
gian, trong thdy mot ban than bo vo nam ay.

“Ta v0i dat bat nudc 1én bau ctra s6, mai t6i sau khi phu hoang qua doi,
hoang thwong dang co, ta chuan bi roi khéi cung Pai Minh, méi siwc nhé
dén no, bén tdi tdm cung cta phu hoang xem thi, thi thdy né van nhén nho
boi Iwgn trong bat. Moi chuyén xdy ra trén doi chang lién quan gi t6i nd, du
troi cé sap xuong, no cling chi can mot bat nwdc, 1a da séng thanh thoi nhw
thuong.”

Y hoi nghiéng twéc dong, 16p gi dong lam lan nwéc bén trong nhom mau
xanh luc, khién con c4 do ruc cang thém néi bat.

“Ta dem no ra khoi cung, vé pha dé ctia minh. Mwdi nam, ta tr Quy vuong
trd thanh Théng vrong roi lai thanh Quy viong, tir mot thiéu nién ngd
nghéch dén bay gid, that chang ngo, ké bau ban bén minh lau nhat, lai la
con ca nay.” Y lang 1€ nhin con ca dang boi trong nwdc, loai sinh vat dé
dang quén sach moi tht chi trong bay cai biing tay nay, song thuc thanh
thoi thodi mai.

Khong cé tri gidc, nén chang c6 lo phién.

Hoang Tt Ha cling dang cham chu nhin nd, ndi khé: “T6i nghe noi... tién
hoang uong lam dan dwogc, khong 1au thi qua doi.”

“Phai.” Ly Thu Bach xwa nay von hd hitng véi moi ngudi xung quanh, cudi
cung ciing thd dai mot tiéng, ngang l1én nhin c6, cap mat y that sau, that toi,
“Tai sao lic hap hoi phu hoang lai khac ra con ca nay? Cau hoi nay da deo
dang ta su6t muwdi nam nay. Giong nhw 14 bua khong thé xuat hién kia vay,
khién ta nghi nat 6c ma khong sao hiéu néi, cling chang thé song yén. Bay
gi0... lai xuat hién bitc tuyét bit ctia phu hoang, cing ba mang muc khéng
thé ly gidi 4y nita.”
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Hoang T Ha cti dau nhin vét thuwong trén tay, néi khé: “Vwong Tong
Thyec cling c6 A Gia Thap Niét.”

“Han ta c ¢ riét trong nha, hiém khi giao du v6i nguwdi ngoai, nhung lai rat
thich nuo6i c4, dac biét la nhitng giong quy hiém, c6 A Gia Thap Niét cling

chang c6 gi la.”

Ly Thu Bach ditng day, dat chiéc twdc dong 1én gia, cham rai néi: “Luc tién
hoang bang ha, Vuong Tong Thuc cling ¢ bén canh.”

Hoang T Ha biét y c6é cung y nghi v4i minh, nhung khong néi ra. Du sao
c6 nhitng chuyén, dau bén canh khong ngwai, cling khong nén phong doan.

Ly Thu Bach nhin sac trdi ngoai ctra r6i doi chu dé: “Sang mai nguwoi dinh
an noi thé nao véi Dai Ly Ty?”

Co trinh trong nhin y: “N6 tai mudn thinh gido vieong gia mot chuyén.”
Y khong tra 161, chi nghiéng dau liéc c6.

“Néu nguoi dwgc pha Quy virong bao lanh lai bo tron, sé gay ra phién phirc
thé nao?”

Nhin vé mat than trong pha lan lo au cua c6, Ly Thu Bach khé cuwgi: “Néu
khong phédi muon c6 ta tron di, thi ta bao lanh 6 ta ra lam gi?”

Von ven mot cau nhw vay, xong Hoang T Ha lai trgn tron mat nhin y, vira
kinh ngac vira kich dong.

Guong mat y thodng qua mét nu cwdi hiém hoi, twa nhw gio dén xua hét
may mo, dé 16 vang trang thang Nam vang vac giita thinh khong. Tuy chi
thoang qua, xong lai khién c6 bang hoang ngo ngan, ngdy ngudi ra do.

“Co diéu chut chuyén vat nay tuy tién dong tay chang phai c6 thé tranh
dwgc u? Sao phdi khién minh bj ray ra?” Y néi thém.
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Hoang T Ha chang buon tim hiéu cach lam cua y, chi héi: “Vwong gia...
da biét ai 1a hung thu r6i u?”

“Poan dugc roi, nhirng van con vai tinh tiét nho chwa khép, coi nhw pha
gidi dvgc mot nira di. Con nguoi?”

C6 nhoén cuoi troi tan: “Toan bo.”

Ly Thu Bach ngac nhién nhin nu cuwdi ty tin cta c6, bong ngan ngo:
“Nguoi doan dugc toan bd... ba vu an khong manh moi, di bit cta tién
hoang, cach tao ra hién twgng troi phat cing dong co cia moi nguwdi réi u?”

“Vang.” Co gat dau day qua quyét, “Vu an nay két thic r6i.”

Vang duong vira 1én dén dau ngon cay da ra oai, chiéu khap ca Pai Ly Ty,
xem ra hom nay lai la mQt ngay nong buc.

Hom nay, tam phdap ty hoi tham. Ba vi trudng quan ctia Ngu St Bai, bo
Hinh va Pai Ly Ty dan hang ngang ngoi trén. Theo 1€, khi tam ty hdi tham,
DPai Ly Tw sé néu chitng ci#, dinh an, bd Hinh phan quyét con Ngu Str Dai
giam sat chung.

Pai Ly Ty xwa nay déu do thiéu khanh chu tri. Thay Hoang Tt Ha theo sau
Ly Thw Bach, Th6i Thuan Tram nhin c6 day ai oan, thiéu diéu la 1én: Xin
cong cong day, hom nay cong cong dirng 1én tiéng, c két an thé nay di!

Thuong thv bo Hinh Vuwong Lan, dwong nhién con nhé rdo Hoang Tt Ha la
ké dau s6 diy Vuong hoang hau vao cung Thai Cyc, nén chang buén nhin
0, chi khé gat dau vGi Ly Thu Bach.

Thi ngy st trung thira cia Nguw St Pai la Twédng Quy, dwong nhién hét sitc
coi thuwdng vu &n mang ma minh xui xéo phdi giam tham, chang qua vi
trong s6 nan nhan c6 mot vi cong chda nén mdi mién cwdng ngoi vao vi tri
nay, khoanh tay nham mat du6ng than.
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Moi nguoi cé lién quan t6i vu nay lan luwot téi dong du.

Pho ma va Ngac viong ng6i mot bén. Pho ma ¢t ngdy ra nhin hoa van trén
chiéc hop Ngac virong mang theo, vé mat bang hoang, dang ngudi gay vo.

Bo6n & Thuy Chau, Lac Boi, Truy Ngoc, Khuynh Bich ditng phia sau, 10 vé
lo 4u ra mat, chang biét két cuc ban than sé ra sao.

Trwong Hang Anh va Lt Tich Thuy song vai ditng dudi cong duong, Tich
Thuy trong rat vo vang, sat mat tai mét. Treong Hang Anh lang 1€ nam tay
nang tran an.

L Chi Nguyén ditng dudi bong ram cach dé khong xa, cidi dau nhin cham
cham mang réu xanh dudi chan.

Tién Quan Sach bi gidi tir dai lao sang, rii rigi dwa vao cot nha, ca nguoi
réu ra, run lén ban bat, mat xam ngoét.

Bay nhiéu nguoi, chi ¢6 Chu T Tan van phén pho nhw thiwong, van mot b
do 1oe loet, h6n hé vay Ly Thu Bach va Hoang T Ha lia lia: “T6i theo vu
nay lau nay nén tuy khong dwoc goi van dén du tham, virong gia khong
trach toi cha?”

“Tw Tan c ty nhién, mién la lat nita néu khong duwgce hoi thi dirng 1én
tiéng.” Chi mdt cau ctia Ly Thw Bach da chan ditng y dinh gy r6i ctia Chu
T Tan, ga danh xi mat gat dau.

Pai Ly Tu ké ghé cho Ly Thu Bach ng6i canh Ngac vuong. Hoang Tt Ha

va Chu Tw Tan diéng phia sau y, ngudi tram tw, ké ddo dac ngoé nghiéng.

Ly Nhuan quay sang nhin Hoang Tt Ha, nd nu cwoi on hoa quen thudc:
“Duong cong cong, chan twéng vu an nay da ro, han cong céng cling c6 thé
thé phao nhe nhom thanh thoi doi phan, sao trong van trung trung tam su,
muo6n moi to vo thé kia?”
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Hoang T Ha ngugng ngung cti dau: “Thua vang, da ta Ngac vuong gia
quan tam.”

Ly Nhuan lai quay sang khé hoi Ly Thw Bach: “Ttt ca dan dé mang btrc hoa
kia t6i lam gi vay?”
Ly Thw Bach gat dau: “Um, céc tha phép trong vu an ndy, xem ra déu bit

nguon twr di but cua phu hoang ca day.”

Ly Nhuan nghi hodc héi: “Nhung... phu hoang qua doi muwoi ndm nay roi,
sao gio lai dinh dang dén mot vu an thé nay?”

Ly Thuw Bach chua kip dap thi thady mot ddm hoan quan sap hang tir ngoai
clra tién vao, ra la hoang dé dén.

Di cung ngai ngy con c6 Quach thuc phi. Nguwoi caa Pai Ly Tw voi va chay
ra sau bé ghé 1én, dé phi ng6i phia sau hoang dé.

DPoi moi ngwdi ai vao cho ndy, Thoi Thuan Tram vo ban, ca cong dwong tic
thi ldng phac.

Bén cung khai ctia Tién Quan Sach da dugc sao chép ro rang trinh 1én, chi
doi ki tén diém chi.

“Tién Quan Sach, nguoi giét hai Pong Xwong cong chia, Nguy Hy Man,
Ton ghé, chitng ctt ranh ranh, con khong mau thuat lai qua trinh gay an,
nhan toi chiu hinh?”

Tién Quan Sach béo t6t phwong phi, sau may ngay bi hanh ha da sop han
di, tuy van con map map nhung da trd nén that than do dan, nhw mot cai
xac khong hon.

Chi thay han téc tai rli regi, mac do ti, ngoi bét dwdi dat nhw mét chiéc
bong béng lgn.Nghe Théi Thuan Tram héi, han run rdy toan chong tay
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thang ngwoi day tra 161, xong hai tay da phong dop, lai bi ngam nwéc dén
trang bgt ra, muwdi ngén tay khong con mot cai mong, dau dén khéng sao
chiu n6i, danh ng6i bét tai cho rén ri: “T6i nhan... nhan t6i...”

“Mau thanh that khai ra!”

“T0i nhan... thém thuéng ky tran di bdo & phu céng chia, nén da mua
chudc hoan quan than can cong chia la Nguy Hy Man, cung nhau danh cap
c6c vang. Nguoi nha tdi nhan khong hay biét gi cd, vi téi nhan luén giau
kin...”

Tho6i Thuan Tram chang théem dém xia t6i 161 ho Tién phan tran, hoi thang:
“Nguy Hy Man lam sao ma chét?”

“La vi... chia chac khong déu nén han tré mat, t6i nhan so 16 chuyén,
bén... nhan lic cung dén chua Tién Phic duw phap héi, thtra co cay nén bat
chay, x6 han vao dong Iwa...”

“Con Ton ghé?”

“La vi...” Tién Quan Sach do dan map may moi, sdc mat xam ngoét, hai
h6c mat triing sau, tam t6i: “Lic tdi nhan sat hai Nguy Hy Man, xui xéo bi
han bat gap, réi vin vao do6 dé uy hiép, toi nhan danh thira co nao vét dwong
nuwdc, cho nguwdi dwdi lui ra hét, 1én vao giét chét han...”

Tho6i Thuan Tram liéc nhin hoang dé€, thdy ngai ngy cham chu lang nghe
m&i hoi yén long, héi tiép: “Vay vi sao nguoi lai sat hai Pong Xwong cong
chaa?”

“T6i nhan... T6i nhan...” Tién Quan Sach map may moi, 1dm 1ét liéc hoang
dé cung may ngwoi ngoi phia sau, hoi 1au khong dam néi tiép.

Thoi Thuan Tram dap ban quat: “Néu khong muén ban quan dung hinh, thi
mau khai ra!”
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“La... toi nhan chwa dit long tham, nghe néi céng chia mo thay cay tram
Ctru loan bién mat, nén lai 1én vao pha cong chia trom cdy tram di... nao
ngd hom do lic di trén pho, toi nhan noi hitng rit ra xem, bi cong chuia
trong thay, dudi theo dén cho vang, toi nhan nhat thai 16 tay...”

Sac mat hoang dé sa sam, trirng trirng nhin Tién Quan Sach day cam han va
tuyét vong, lic nay day, ngai ngw chi han rang minh khong phai mot nguoi

dan thuwong dé x6ng t¢i danh cho hung thu giét hai con gai mot tran nhtr ti,
it ra cling trut dwgc phan nao oan gian.

Quaéch thuc phi nghién rang ding phat day gao lén: “Xin hoang thugng xt
quyét han ngay tai cong duwong, bao thu cho Linh Huy!”

Hoang dé nghién rang, gio tay ngan phi lai: “Cé tam phap ty & day, can gi
ching ta ra tay!”

Hoang Tw Ha ding sau lung Ly Thw Bach, cham chu lang nghe Tién Quan
Sach cung khai.

Tién Quan Sach minh day thvong tich, nita nhw rén ri nita nhw 1am bam:
“Tat ca... déu do mdt tay toi nhan gay ra, vg con ban beé khong hé lién
quan... t0i nhan nhan tgi...”

“Pa vay thi ky tén diém chi di.” Thoi Thuan Tram cam ban cung do Pai Ly
Tw ghi lai xem qua mot lwgt, r6i sai ngwdi dem xudng cho Tién Quan Sach
diém chi.

Tién Quan Sach nam mop dwdi dat, gang guwgng nhom day doc mot luot,
roi gio ban tay twa twdp mau me cam but 1én, nham nghién mat, chuan bi
ky téen.

Pung ldc nay, chot nghe “bich...” mot tiéng, pha vd bau khong khi yén tinh
trén cong duong.
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La Tich Thuy, c6 1€ vi qua khiép s, than thé lai yéu san, nén nga lan ra
ngat xiu.

Tay Tién Quan Sach bat giac run ban 1én, vach thanh mot vét dai trén ban
cung.

Hoang T Ha ding canh Tich Thiy voi gio tay ra do 14y nang. Truong
Hang Anh lo lang nhin sang, chi thady anh mat Tich Thdy do ra, cd nguoi
lanh bu6t, v0i 1én tiéng tau trinh: “Bam Thoi dai nhan, A Pich... Tich Thay
sau khi roi Pai Ly Ty than thé suy yéu, e rang khong thé nghe tham van
duoc nita...”

Tho6i Thuan Tram nhin gwong mat xam ngoét cia Tich Thay, ciling thay
khong 6n, ben quay sang do y hoang dé.

Hoang dé van khong roi mat khoi Tién Quan Sach, héi: “C6 ta la ai?”

“La nghi pham ban dau, nhung gio da chitng minh dwgc co ta khong lién
qua t6i vu nay. Vi khi cong chua bi sat hai, c6 ta dang bi giam trong Dai Ly
Tl,l’.”

Ngai ngy lién xua tay: “Con khong mau cho nhitng ké khong lién quan ra
ngoai di.”

Trewong Hang Anh ca mirng, voi d& 1dy Tich Thay, toan diu nang ra ngoai,
nao ngd Théi Thuan Tram lai n6i: “Truong Hang Anh, nguoi c6 lién quan
tGi vu nay, khong dwoc ty y roi khoi cong duong.”

Ly Thw Bach lién ra hiéu cho Canh Hitu diu Tich Thay lui xudng.

Tich Thiy ngd ngang, vira ndy dang yén dang lanh, Hoang Tt Ha bong
cham nhe vao vai nang, t thi nang ng®i thdy mét mui hvong la, roéi nga
xuong ngat lim. Nhung nang chi ngat di trong chdc 1at, da tinh téo lai ngay.
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Tich Thiy nhin sang Trwong Hang Anh, dang dinh 1én tiéng bao minh
khong sao, thi nghe Hoang Tt Ha ghé tai noi khé: “bi di!”

Nang tron mat ngac nhién, dinh quay lai nhin Hoang Tt Ha, hoi xem c6 néi
vay la y gi, nhung Hoang T Ha da bang qua nang, di dén trwdc cong
duwong.

Tich Thiay dwgc Canh Hitu diu ra cong. Nha sai canh cong Dai Ly Ty tro
Tich Thuy héi: “Cong cong, cé chuyén gi thé?”

“Hinh nhw ¢6 ta mac bénh, hoang thwong khau du, lap tirc dwa ra ngoai.”
Poan Canh Hitu budng nang ra, to6 y: “Con khong mau di di?”

Tich Thuy diéng gitta troi nang gat, nhin cong 16n cta Pai Ly Ty, chgt thay
choang vang ca nguoi.

Giong Hoang T Ha lai vang vang bén tai: “bi di!”

Nang luGng lv, roi quay ngoat nguwdi rao buwdce di thang, hoa vao dong
nguoi tap nap qua lai trén dai 10 Chu Twdc.

Pai Ly Tw da sao lai m6t ban cung mdéi, dwa t6i trudc mat Tién Quan Séach.

Tién Quan Sach nhin ban cung, run rdy cam bt 1én, givong cap mat kho
khoc nhin Théi Thuan Tram vé van nai.

Tho6i Thuan Tram gat dau giuc: “Ngwoi nhan toi cho mau, c6 1€ con gitr
dwoc tinh mang ctia nguwoi nha.”

Anh mét Tién Quan Sach day tuyét vong, nghién ring nhdm mit lai, toan
ky tén.

“Doi da.”
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Chot mot giong tham tram thong tha vang 1én, pha tan bau khong khi yén
tinh.

Tho6i Thuan Tram chi mong moi chuyén suon sé, dau xudi dudi lot, gid hiéu
ra minh khoéng tranh khoi tré ngai nay, danh nhan mat nhin 1én thwgng cap
ngoi trén.

Moi ngudi trén cong dwong cling d6 don mat vé phia ngudi vira 1én tiéng.
Ké nay, dwong nhiéen la Quy viong Ly Thu Bach.

Y ngoi thang nguwoi ddy, tram ngdm héi: “Thoi thiéu khanh, vu nay do thiéu
khanh diéu tra, xong ban virong con may diém chwa rd, mong thiéu khanh
giai thich cho.”

Tho6i Thuan Tram suyt roi nwdc mat. Quy veong gia oi la Quy veong gia,
gia c6 biét vu nay lién quan dén tinh mang gia dinh dong tdc ctia hét thay
nguoi trén ké dudi Pai Ly Ty hay khong? Gia cling c6 biét minh la nguoi
cao nhat trong Pai Ly Ty hay khong chii?

“Xin... vuong gia ctt hoi.”

“Néu thoat dau phai thong qua Nguy Hy Man dé danh cap coc vang, thi tai
sao vé sau chi m6t minh Tién Quan Sach lai c6 thé trom tram Cttu loan di?
Hon nita ta nghe néi sau khi Bong Xwong cong chia gap ac méng, lo rang
c6 ngwoi ldy trém tram Cttu loan, nén da cho cat gitt that ky. Néu khong co
Nguy Hy Man phoi hop, lam sao pham nhan danh cap dwgc cay tram?”

Ca cong duong lang phac nhw t¢, moi nguwdi déu tram ngdm nghi ngoi,
khong ai dam 1én tiéng.

Hoang dé nhin sang Thoi Thuan Tram: “Théi thiéu khanh.”
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Thoi Thuan Tram khong dam déap 161, mo6 hoi da dam dia luvng do: “Than...
Than van...”

Thay han ling ting, hoang dé lai tré Tién Quan Sach dang nita quy ntta bo
rap duéi dat: “Nguoi néi xem!”

Tién Quan Séach run cam cap, quy mop dudi dat, khong thot nai 1én 10i.

Hoang dé nghién rang quat: “Con khéng mau khai ra, tram sé tru di chin ho
nha nguoi!”

Tién Quan Sach cudng lén, 1ap cap thwa: “To6i nhan... T6i nhan tirng dan
mot dam tho tdi phu cong chua sira sang dwong nuwdc... Toi nhan theo
dwong nudc lén vao...”

“Phong cong chia & trén dai cao, d6 an thitc uéng va nudc noéi déu do thi
nit hoan quan bung 1én, 1ay dau ra dudng nwdc?” Hoang dé gian git phan
bac: “Thoi thiéu khanh gidi thich xem, pham nhan lam thé nao 1ay cap dugc
tram Cuu loan?”

Thoi Thuan Tram chang biét dap thé nao, danh ditng day nhan t6i: “La than
so y! Than chi mong sém ngay bat hung tht dén t6i dé an ti vong linh c6ng
chua trén troi nén da gap rat tra an suot dém ngay, khién tinh than khong
minh man, bé qua moét dau moi quan trong nhw vay! Khan xin hoang
thwong dgi cho mot 1at, dé bon ching than tham van lai.”

Pai Ly T thira 1ap titc goi may vi chu su va tri si lai trao doi. Ngu st
trung thtra Twdng Quy tr dau van khoanh tay nhin, gio mdi thong dong

héi: “Thoi thiéu khanh, nhitng viéc pham nhan da lam, sao con can cac ngai
trao doi nita?”

Biét y thira co d6 dau vao Itta, xong Thoi Thuan Tram ciing chang 1ay lam
diéu, chi dap: “Luc trwdc 1a bd Hinh phai nguwdi dén cung Pai Ly Ty tham
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van, nén chuing toi e rang co 1& doi bén chwa that hiéu nhau, thanh ra so suat
chang?”

Thuwgng the bd Hinh Vuong Lan da toan ditng ngoai cudc, gio thdy minh
lai bi kéo vao, danh chap tay néi: “Qua cé chuyén do, nhung ta ban ron,
danh chon ra may ké dwogc viéc nhat trong bo, doc hét sirc ho trg, con vé
nhitng viéc khac, ban bo thién vé dinh toi theo luat va x phat, khong thé
giip do qua nhiéu dwogc.”

Nghe tam phdp ty dun day trach nhiém cho nhau, ké nao ké ndy chi biét
khudy cho nwéc duc ngau 1én, hoang dé ngan ngadm quay lai, thay Quach
thuc phi dang than tho ng6i dé, con gai qua doi méi may hom ma phi
dwong nhu da gia thém may tudi, ngai ngw khong khoi chanh long, cam
thay chi cé phi md&i la ngwdi chung thuyén mwa gi6é véi minh, bén ditng
phat day quat lén: “Cam miéng hét cho tram!”

Moi nguoi lap tic nin thit.

Hoang dé quét mat nhin khap luot, cudi cung dirng & Hoang T Ha:
“Duong Sung Co!”

Hoang Tt Ha voi thwa: “Co no tai.”

“Nguoi la nguoi dugce tram chi dinh ho trg Pai Ly Tw, cam thay vu nay thé
nao?”

“Tau hoang thuong, vu nay can hé rat nhiéu, mot vai 1oi khong thé giai
thich tan twong dwgc. Cai chét ctia cong chiia ciing do da thit mat xich lan
lwgt méc ndi vao nhau gay ra, c6 céi la trung hgp, cling c6 thit 1a con ngwoi
6 tinh tao nén, khong thé tach ra ma giai thich. Néu bé ha cho phép, no tai
xin dwgc thuat lai moi chuyén tir dau dén cudi, bat dau tir vu Nguy Hy
Man.”
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Hoang dé gang nén con gian, lanh lung nhin c6: “DPugc, tam phap ty da
khong giai thich dugc thi nguoi thit noi xem sao!”

“Thwa vang.” Hoang Tt Ha khom lwng dap, “N6 tai cho rang, can nguyén
cta chuodi an mang nay khdi dau tir viéc mot nguwdi con gai bi lang nhuc,
nhung thit lién két lai tat cd dau moi lai 1a mot bikc tranh. Chinh la bitc ngy
bt cua tién hoang dwgce ngwoi nha ho Trirong cat giit, cling c6 thé noéi la
tuyét but cua tién hoang.”

Poan c6 ra hiéu cho Trwong Hang Anh dwa bitc hoa ra, roi tiép tuc giai
thich: “Dén bay gio, chiung no tai van khong hiéu tai sao tién hoang lai ve
ra btrc tranh nay, cling nhv y nghia thyc sy cua no la gi. Nhung c6 mot
diém khong thé nghi ng@, 1a thu phap cua hung thu, hay cé thé noéi la cach
chét ctia ba ngudi trong vu an nay déu dwgc mo phéng theo hinh vé trong
tranh.”

Hoang dé nhin bifc tranh, vé mat phitc tap: “Day la tha but tién hoang thyc
lr?”

“Tau hoang huynh, khong con nghi ngo gi nita.” Ly Thu Bach dap.

Ngai ngu nghe néi lién cam lay bitc hga xem xét hoi lau, doan thé dai héi:
“Chang biét tién hoang dé lai bitc tranh nay 1a y gi?”

“Chuyén do thi no tai khong ro. Chi 1a, ba ngudi chét trong vu an nay,
Nguy Hy Man @ng vGi hinh vé dau tién, bi sét danh chét chay. Hinh vé th
hai, 1a mot ngudi bi giam trong 16ng sat, bao hiéu cai chét ctia Tén ghé.
Hinh th ba la loan phuwgng bé xuéng mé ngudi, ng véi...” N6i dén day,
c6 nguwdc nhin hoang dé, ngirng 16i. Ngai ngy cling hiéu, c6 dang muon
nhac dén cong chiia chét dwéi tram Ctru loan.

Hoang dé sam soi birc tranh thém mot lic that 1au, réi ngheén nghen hoi:
“Bita hoa tién hoang dé lai tr muwdi nam trwdc, sao lai trung hop véi ba vu
an mang nay dugc?”
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“Tién hoang anh minh than v0, nhung no tai trdm nghi, han cling khong
biét tredc nhitng vu an cia mwoi nam sau, cang khong thé vé lai thanh
tranh dé nhac nhd hau nhan dwgc. Co 18 biec tranh nay ¢6 y riéng ctia né,
nhung trong vu an nay, lai dwgc dung vao mot muc dich khac: dé che day
t0i trang cua minh, dong thdi d6 tat cd nguyén nhan cho troi phat, hung thu
sau khi xem birc hoa nay da c6 y dwa vao n6 ma gay an, hong tao ra mot
cau chuyén rung rgn bung bit tai mat nguwdi doi, tranh khéi bi phap luat
treng phat!”

Hoang dé cham rai gat dau: “Vay chi can tra xem nhung ké nao ting trong
thdy bttc tranh, la cé thé khoanh vung hung tha r6i.”

“Thuwa phai, day ciing la diém hung tha khéo qua héa vung. Mot mat, cach
lam nay khién cho ba vu 4n mang tré nén mong lung mit mad, khong biét
phai bat tay diéu tra tir dau; nhing mat khac, cling xau chuoi ca ba vu lai,
khién nguoi ta hiéu ngay, hung tht trong ba vu chi 1a mot nguwdi. Ching no
tai chi can tap hop nhitng diém chung ctia ba nan nhan lic sinh thoi la doan
dwgc hung thu at phai cé lién quan mat thiét dén Lt Tich Thay, hon nita
cling t'ng xem qua btrc tranh ctia nha ho Truwong.”

Moi nguoi trén cong duwong déu do don mat vao Triwong Hang Anh.

Trwdc anh mat cia moi nguwdi, Treong Hang Anh hét sitc cang thang, luong
cuéng lui lai mot buwéc. Xong Hoang Tt Ha cham chd nhin ga néi tiép:
“Pung vay, xét ra thi Truong Hang Anh rat dang nghi. Trong s6 nhitng
nguoi co lien quan tdi vu viéc caa LT Tich Thuy, thi ban than co ta c6 thoi
gian gdy an & vu Nguy Hy Man va Ton ghé, nhwng khi cong chia qua doi,
co ta lai dang bi giam trong tinh that Pai Ly Tw, hoan toan khong thé 1én ra
ngoai giét nguwdi roéi am tham tré vé dugc.

“Lit Chi Nguyén, co thoi gian gay an khi cong chia qua doi, xong lic Nguy
Hy Man chét, 6ng ta lao lyc qua do ma ngat xiu, dwgc khiéng vé nha, c6 dai
phu va hang x6m chim séc, khéng thé 1én tir phuong Phong Ap dén tan
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chua Tién Phic giét nguoi duge. Khi Ton ghé chét, ong ta cling dang vui
dau vao trong tiém lam cay nén khac dé cting tién cho chua Tién Phuc, rat
nhiéu chu tiém va khach khita ¢ chg Tay déu c6 thé lam chitng

“Chi c6.. Trvong Hang Anh, trong ca ba vu déu khéng c6 chitng c6 ngoai
pham. Hay néi cach khac, khi ca ba vu an xdy ra, Treong Hang Anh déu c6
madt tai hién truong.”

Thdy moi anh mat déu do don 1én minh, Trwong Hang Anh kinh hoang lui
lai, v6 thitc phan bua: “Khéng... t6i, toi khong giét ngwdi ma...”

Chu T Tan cling cudng quyt kéo tay Treong Hang Anh phan tran: “Sung
Co, tuy Truwong nhi ca c6 ly do ra tay, nhung ta tin rang huynh dy khong
giét cong chia! Du muon giét nguwdi, huynh dy ciling sé khong dung nhitng
cach ay, con nguoi ngay thang nhw huynh 4y, sao c6 thé bay ra nhiéu ké
sach thé dugc!”

Hoang Tw Ha gat dau vGi ga, roi quay ra noi vai tat ca: “Theo trinh ty thoi
gian thi vu an dau tién la Nguy Hy Man chét tai chua Tién Phtc. Nghi van
16n nhat trong cai chét cua y la bdy gio chua Tién Phiic nguwoi dong nhw
ném, khi sdm sét giang xuong lam cay n6 nén, moi nguwdi bo chay ti tan,
nguoi khac chi dinh vai dom Itta, riéeng Nguy Hy Man ca nguaoi bat Itva
chay bung lén ma chét. Ai ndy déu n6i chuyén nay do trdi giang sam sét
trieng phat, nhung troi cao co bao gio dong long trudc mot phan nguwdi nho
nhoi? Theo no tai thay cai chét cta y la do hung tht c6 tinh sap xép, bat ké
troi co giang sam sét hay khong thi hom ay Nguy Hy Man ciling sé chét
chay.”

Ly Nhuan tron mat héi: “Nhwng... trir than Phat ra, 1é nao trén doi thue sy
c6 ké thao ting duwgc dugce sdm sét danh tring ngwdi minh muodn giét u?”

“Tan veong gia, nhin bé ngoai ro rang la bao trng, khong mdy may so hé,
tiéc rang hung thu van dé lai dau vét tai hién treong, ching no tai truy ra tir
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d6, mdi 1an ra rat nhiéu diém nghi van.” N6i dén day, Hoang T Ha nhin
lw6t qua tat cd moi nguwdi ding trén cong duong. Ngay ca hoang dé va
Quaéch thuc phi lan nay dén day chi vi cai chét cia BPong Xwong céng chua,
cling phai sinh long nghi hodc, cham chu lang nghe.

Hoang Tt Ha quay lai, gat dau ra hiéu cho Chu T Tan.

Gan day Chu Tw Tan phéi hgp véi co cuc ki an y, 1ap titc vao kho vat
chitng Dai Ly Ty lay ra mot sgi day sat, dwa cho c6: “Sgi day sat nay dugc
phat hién ¢ chua Tién Phuc, cé lién quan gi téi vu an khong?”

“Pa ta cong ttt, day chinh la vat dé hung tht che day thu phap ctia minh,
cling la cong cu giét nguwoi.” Co nhan 14y sgi day, tro vao dau da chay thanh
mau xanh den, noi tiép: “Chday dén thé nay, ro rang khong thé do mdy dom
Itra vung vai & hién treong dwgc, ma phai bi thiéu dot kha 1au. Bay gio tai
chua Tién Phic, noi nao c6 Itta chay that 1au, khién sgi day thanh ra thé
nay? N6 tai nghi, chi c6 hai cay nén 16n. Hon nita, ngudi duy nhat cé thé
nhét thit nay vao trong nén, dwong nhién la...” C6 cam sgi day sat, quay
dau nhin vé phia L& Chi Nguyén dang lang thinh ding & cud6i cong duong.

“Lao L, ta c6 chuyén muon héi, 1o nhét sgi sat nay vao nén dé lam gi
VéIY?”

21

Sinh trai sinh gai

Moi ngudi nhin sang Lt Chi Nguyén, xon sao ban tan. Tw khi budc vao
Pai Ly Ty, Lit Chi Nguyén van cui dau ditng trong géc. Ai ndy déu khinh
bi L& Chi Nguyén, nén khi nhac t6i mdy ngudi c6 quan hé vgi Tich Thuy,
moi ngwdi chi nhin lwét qua lao, chang ai dé tam.
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Vay ma gio day, Hoang Tt Ha lai gio sgi sat hoi lao.
Anh mét moi ngudi ciing theo d6 ma dé don dén.

L Chi Nguyén ditng trong gbc tdi cong dwdng, ra sitc gidu minh di. Dang
nguwoi ldo van cong gap, mac bo do cii ky, bong t6i khién cho nhitng duong
nét trén gwong mat ciing thanh ra sau hoam.

ROi dwong nhu van chwa hiéu cau héi, 1do cham chap ngwdc 1én nhin
Hoang Tt Ha, ré ra héi: “Céng cong bao gi ca?”

Tho6i Thuan Tram hua theo: “Vira ndy chang phai Duong cong cong néi vu
an nay c6 lién quan dén tha but tién dé do nha ho Truwong cat git u? ba
duwgc ho cat gitt, sao Lt Chi Nguyén lai xem dwgc?”

“Puwong nhién la xem dwgc. Sau khi Nguy Hy Man chét, 1ao Lir tirng dén
tim Tich Thuiy doi tién dwdng duc, c6 ay bén lay birc hoa nay ra cho cha
minh xem, dong thdi néi v4i 1do ndi dung ctia ba hinh vé ma mdy nguoi
ching t6i suy doan dugc. Co diéu bay gid 1ao Lit khong tin, nén c6 ay mdi
gian ditr dem tranh di cam lay mwoi quan tién duwa cho 1do.”

“Bai vay... lao Lit thuc sy da titng xem birc tranh nay.” Chu Tt Tan khang
dinh, xong vé mat van day hoai nghi: “C¢ diéu... cong cong ciing noéi ldo ta
dén voi tién ma, 1€ nao ké nhw vay... lai giét ngudi u?”

“Hur... doi nao. Lao doi dwoc tién roi, viéc gi con phai di giét ngudi bao thu
cho con ranh dy?” Lt Chi Nguyén cuwdi nhat lac dau qua quyét, “Lao khong
hé bé thit nay vao nén, co6 1€ la ké nao khac 1én it cho vao, hoac né von lan
trong thé huwong, chay trong lw hwong thanh ra nhuw thé, lién quan gi dén
1do?”

“Nhung bay gio lw hwong 16n & chua Tién Phiic khong hé bi do, gia st sgi
sat nay lan trong d6 thi lam sao roi ra ngoai dwgc? Con nhu 16i ldo, c6 ké
khac 1én Iat bé né vao trong cay nén, lai cang khéng c6 kha nang.” Poan co
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gio dau cong ra tredc mat lao, “Néu sgi day nay thang tap thi may ra con c6
thé cam thang vao tim nén, nhung dau cong nay lai & phia dudi, triv 1do co
thé bo vao trong khi ché tao, con ai cam noi dau cong nay vao sgi bac nén
thang tap bén chat chi?”

L& Chi Nguyén reé ra dap: “Ldo... gia r6i, mat miii kem nhém, c¢ 1é Itic nao
do6 vo tinh dé 1an mot sgi sat vao bac den ma khong biét. Dam hoi cong
cong, chut sai sot do cua lao pham vao toi gi maGi duvgc chi?”

“Lao vo y dé 1an mot sgi sat vao thue u? Du thé nao ta cling khong tin, béi
hanh vi twéng chirng nhw vo6 y do, lai la khai dau, cling la trong diém cuda ca
vu an.” Hoang T Ha lac dau noi tiép: “Lao Lit, 1do qua da doc nhiéu tam
strc sap dat vu nay. My ngay trudc khi xdy ra chuyén, tiét troi oi bidc, chi
chyc d6 mua, 1o cling dé y thay cdy nén cao dén mot tregng nhw thé, han
la ngang vdi dai dién, hé cam thém mot sgi sat vao thi rat dé dan sam sét.
Vay la lao thém mot sgi sat manh vao tam nén. Roi dé phong ngwoi khac
phat hién, l3o lai khang khang doi dich than dung nén. Nhw vay, sau khi
duwng xong, 1do c6 thé rut mot dau sgi sat gidu trong nén ra, tién dan sam
sét. Hon nita, sau khi cat thang di, nhitng nguwdi phia dwéi ai ma dé y trong
ngon nén dang chay lai gidu mot sgi sat manh co chi?”

“Thi ra... cai goi la troi giang sam sét, lai do 1do ta tao ra w?” Thoi Thuan
Tram trgn tritng cd mat, “Vay... chang phai 1do qua may man v, ty dung
sét lai danh trung ngay ké thu cua lao!”

“Puong nhién phdi cé nguyén do chit, bang khong giita bay nhiéu nguoi,
sao thién 16i lai chon ding Nguy Hy Man?” Hoang T Ha dwa sgi sat cho
moi ngwoi xem, “Sgi day nay von la trén thang dudi cong, khong ro cac vi
dai nhan c6 dé y hay khong. Poan thang phia trén, khong chi c6 vét chay,
ma con dinh it tro than. Nhung phan cong bén duwdi lai khong hé thiy vét
chay, la khong ci¢? C6 lan no tai titng quan sat lao Li lam tam cho loai nén
16n nay, sau khi dung vai thé boc kin sgi bac, ngdm vao sap long, lao bén
moc mot cay kim sat da nung do vao dau sgi bac, réi cam vao than sap da
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bat dau déng. Bai vay du cay nén no tung thi day bac ghim sgi sat cé 16p
vai boc ngoai, lai c6 sap nén bao boc, sé rat khé bi no tan tdc. Ma du cho no
tan tanh thi sgi sat ngdm trong sap léng da chay am i mét thoi gian chac
chan bi am den, co rtta khong sach néi. Vay ma dau dwéi cua sgi sat nay
van trang, la vi sao?”

Bon Thoi Thuan Tram, Vwong Lan, Twdng Quy chuyén tay nhau sam soi
sgi sat, tram ngam suy nghi.

Hoang dé tuy to mo vé cai chét cia Nguy Hy Man, xong con canh canh vu
an cua con gai minh, bén giuc: “Dwong Sung C6, ngwoi mau noéi ra di.”

“Thwa vang. Theo no tai doan thi tdm cay nén lic trwdc Lit Chi Nguyén
lam, chi dai bang nita sgi thép nay thoi. Phan thang tdp &m den phia trén la
cam vao tam nén, con nira cady nén bén dwdi thye ra khong hé co rudt, chi
c6 soi sat tran, nén khong thé chay duwgc.”

Moi nguoi nghe xong déu ngac nhién ra mat, Chu T Tan vi héi: “Lao tao
ra mot cay nén 1én, lai rong ruét phan niva nhu vay lam gi?”

“Lao mudn dung cay nén nay giau mot vat. Bau dwdi sgi sat bi bé cong, 1a
dé khoi choc vao vat dé.”

Chu Tt Tan vo tran reo 1én: “Nhat dinh lao giau Iwu huynh va thuéc no
trong nén r6i! Thé nén khi sét danh xudng, sgi sat dan sét lam cay nén bung
chay, Nguy Hy Man ding canh d6 m&i bén Ita!”

“Khong ding, ngay sau vu chdy ta da t6i tra xét, dau c6 ngtti thay mui lwu
huynh va thuéc n6 & hién truong.” Thoi Thuan Tram 1ap tirc phén béac:
“Huodng ho bdy gio Lt Chi Nguyén khong c6 mat, sao c6 thé dam bao khi
cay nén phat n6 Nguy Hy Man dang & gan do, hon nita Iira lai bén ngay vao
y cha?”

Chu T Tan ling ting gai dau, boi roi nhin sang Hoang Ttr Ha.
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“Trén day la nhitng chitng cit ma ching ta thady dugc, nhung vu an nay con
mot chitng ¢t vo hinh nita. D6 chinh la: bay gid nhitng nguwoi & dé gom co,
Quy vuong gia, Chu cong t, Trong nhi ca, L Tich Thuy, va ca no tai,
nam nguoi ké dirng gan, nguoi ding xa cay nén, nhung truede khi n6 phét
no, khong mot ai trong thdy Nguy Hy Man ca.” Néi dén day, Hoang T Ha
quay sang nhin Ly Thu Bach.

Ly Thu Bach gat dau khang dinh: “Ban vuong qua thuc khong hé trong
thdy Nguy Hy Man. Y la nguoi bén canh cong chia, nén ban virong nhac
thay trong chuia Tién Phiic, nhat dinh sé c6 dn twgng mdi phai.”

“Mot ngwoi nhin qua la nhd ky nhe Quy veong gia ma khong phat hién ra
Nguy Hy Man, con c6 thé néi la y & giitta dam dong chen 1an, ditng xa kho
trong thdy dugc, nhung Treong Hang Anh va Lt Tich Thiy bay gio & ngay
bén canh cay nén, hon nita ho Nguy la ké gép phan tao nén bi kich cta Tich
Thuy, lai mac y phuc hoan quan do ruc, sao hai ngwoi ho cling khong trong
thay?”

Truwdc anh mat ngd ngang xen lan nghi hodc cta moi nguwoi, Hoang T Ha
chét lai két luan quan trong nhat: “Vi cay nén cao hon mot truegng, to bang
ntra nguwoi 6m, trir phan sap da chay phia trén va phan duwéi cung hoi nhé
hon ra, cling con cao dén tam thwdc, than hinh Nguy Hy Man chi nam
thudc rwdi, thira stec nhét vao trong!”

Trudc phan doan bat ngd dén gan nhuw dién ro nay, ca cong duong lang
phac, ngwoi kinh ngac, ké thang thot, ké nghi ngo.

“Sap von da duc, lai bi son phét mau da thit mau loe loet, thira sttc che kin
than ngwdi nén trong; dé c6 khong gian, lao Li* da bo phan rudt bén dudi
di, con thira Iltic vé hoa van trén than nén ma duc thung may 16 nhé, dé
ngwoi bén trong van c6 khong khi; dong thoi bé cong mot dau soi sat dé
khoi choc vao dau Nguy Hy Man, hon nita ciing c6 thé dan Itra vao trong,
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khién cay nén tao thanh tit hon hgp nhirng thit dé chay nhw chu sa, lvu
huynh, dau den ch6ng n6 tung,”

Truwong Hang Anh, Chu T Tan, Ly Nhuan déu ngay ra nhin Hoang Tt Ha,
roi lai nhin sang lao gia cong gap, hén ha la Lt Chi Nguyén, nghi ngo ra
mat.

L Chi Nguyén cti nhin nén gach xanh duwdi chan, cudi nhat: “Lao chang
hiéu cong cong noi gi ca, bao lao gidu mot nguwdi sdng so so trong ca cay
nén w? Con dva ca cay nén lan ngwoi dé dén chua Tién Phic nita? Suy nghi
cta cong cong ky qudc that day!”

“Pung la mdi nghe thi hoang duong that, nhwng trong tay ta lai c6 chitng
cd ranh ranh.” Hoang T Ha qua quyét noi tiép: “Thi nhat, hom giao nén
cho nha chua, ro rang lao da thitc lam su6t dém, mét moi ra rdi, tai sao
khong dé ngudi khac di, ma lai khang khang phai dich than dwa dén chua
Tién Phic, dung nén xong xudi mdi chiu vé?”

“Lao thanh tdm ctng phat, doc hét tam huyét may thang méi lam duwgc doi
nén, dé nguwoi khac dwva di, 1ao khéng yén tam!”

Hoang Ttw Ha chang buén phan bac, ma tiép tuc néi: “Thi hai, chua Tién
Phtc phai mat nita nam md&i gom du sap dé tao ra hai cay nén ay, két qua bi
sét danh no tung, chdy rui trong nhay mat. Néu dung sap thuwong, 1€ nao c6
thé chay sach sanh sanh, chi con lai vén ven nita vo ma ldo cao ve thoi u?
Ldo sg s6 sap con lai qua it, sé bi ngwdi khac phat hién ra chuyén cay nén
rong rudt, nén maéi bd vao lwgng 16n pham mau, hé gap lira 1a chay bung
1én, phi tang toan bd s6 sap nén con du.”

L& Chi Nguyén n6i ma chang buon nhin ¢6: “Céng cong thi biét gi? Lic
lam nén, dé nhuém mau, tat nhién phai bé pham vao r6i.”

“Nhung lao lam nén may chuc nam nay, 1é nao khong biét néu boé qua nhiéu
chu sa, Iru huynh, dau den vao, thi gap lira ca cay nén sé chay bung nén
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sao?” Poan Hoang Tw Ha lac dau tiép: “Hudng ho, 1o con pham phai mot
sai lam ma ngudi tho lam nén ludn phai tranh, chinh la bé chu sa vao sap
nén.”

Lit Chi Nguyen cuoi nhat: “Ai bao lao bo chu sa vao? R0 rang lao chi dung
pham mau théng thwong, cong cong khong bang khong cd, sao lai tuy tién
gan t0i cho 1ao?”

“Tuy moi nguoi & do khong sao, nhung ta c6 chitng ¢ ranh ranh. Sau vu
chay thi troi d6 mwa, nwdc mwa da xoi tr6i s6 sap nén con lai xuéng ho ca,
khién tat ca c4 trong hé phong sinh chét hét trong mot dém!” Hoang T Ha
ndi, doan quay lai nhin Chu T Tan dang ha h6c miéng: “Bay gio Chu cong
tir trtng nhat mot con vé kiém nghiém, nguyén nhan chét la gi?”

“Trang doc thuy ngan.” Chu T Tan dap ngay.

“Pung thé, day chinh la ly do tai sao khi 1am nén khéng duwgc dung chu sa.
V1 sau khi chu sa gdp lra chay bung len, sé tao thanh hoi thuy ngan, hoi
thiy ngan tan vao khong khi, ai hit phai sé tring doc, sao c6 thé diung
dwgc? Vay ma dé ngon nén dé bat chdy, ldo ca gan bo chu sa vao!” Hoang
T Ha nhin xody vao Lt Chi Nguyén, “Luc trude khi ta dén tiém cua lao,
tirng thay lao quét mau dé 1én nén, cay nén do dy han la khong bo chu sa,
cling khong téa ra khoi doc. Theé thi tai sao lao lai nhat quyét phai bé chu
sa, thit vira dat dé vira nguy hiém vao cay nén ¢ chua hom dy? Lao ludn
miéng nai cai gi thanh tdm cling Phat, sao lai lam mdt cay nén doc hai nhw
thé dang 1én phap hdi Phat mén? Lé nao khong sg nam phu ldo au & chua
hom &y hit phai khéi doc hay sao?”

L Chi Nguyén cing hong. Lao ditng nguwgc sang, nhitng nép nhan trén
mat han 1én lam ca gwong mat thoat choc gia som di.

Ldo ha miéng, nhung chang thét noi 101 nao.
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“Thuyc ra cling khong sao cd, ding khong nao? T dau lao da biét cay nén
chay khong dugc bao 1au sé phat no, téi lic dé moi nguwdi bd chay tir tan,
chut thuy ngan ay khong hai dugc ai cd.” Hoang T Ha lac dau, “Nhung
dau sap xép can than dén dau, ldo van dé 16 so hé. Chua Tién Phic mat nita
nam troi méi gom duwgc chirng ay sap, vay ma chi vén ven may ngay, lao da
tim du lwvong sap dé ché tao mot cay nén twong tw, khong ré 1ao 1y sap &
dau ra? Lao no6i la do minh tich tri nhiéu nam nay, néu vay thi chua Tién
Phuc can gi phai di khap noi thu mua nita? Thyc ra ngay tir dau lao da
chang dung hét so sap kia, vi cdy nén cua ldo von rong rudt!”

Thay Lt Chi Nguyén mat may tai ngat, khong con 16i nao dé phan bua,
Chu Tt Tan lién thac mac: “Sung Co, ta van c6 mét diém chwa hiéu! Tuy
may hom dé thai tiét oi bitc chi chy'e mwa, nhung néu troi khong dé6 mwa
thi 1ao ta dinh thé nao? “Du sgi sat kia khong dan dwgc sam sét thi 16p sap
bén dwdi chang phai van dugc tron dau den va lwu huynh d6 v? Cay nén c
chay nhw v@y thém mot ltc niva cling sé phat no, Iita bung 1én thiéu chét
Nguy Hy Man bén trong. Dén ltic ay lao chi can néi rang trong ltic lam nén
6 so suat, khién cay nén phat nd, vo tinh lam bi thwong ngwoi khac la
xong.”

Thoi Thuan Tram cau may: “Pung la... Nguy Hy Man bi giau trong cay
nén, Liéu Chan phép sw dung lic ay dang gidng dén viéc bao 1tng thi sim
sét rén vang, soi sat dan sét lam no cay nén, nhin bé ngoai cit nhw troi giang
thién 16i trirtng phat vay. Trong ltic hodng loan chen lan nhv thé, moi nguoi
sé chi cho rang ké bén Itra 1a nguwdi ditng gan cay nén ma thoi.”

Chu T Tan van chuwa hét nghi hodc: “Bay gio chang phai Nguy Hy Man da
lan 16n kéu gao w, sao mot nguwdi sdng so so lai chiu ngbi yén trong cay nén
chtrng ay thoi gian?”

“Cong tt quén linh lang hwong r6i w? Tién Quan Sach nghe Lt Chi
Nguyén ndi mdi nhap mot 10 linh lang hwong thugng hang, bén mua tang
cho Xwong Bo6 & phu cong chia dé ta on. Xwong Bo la nguoi dudi, theo
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quy cu trong phu, hé c6 thi gi quy phai dang 1én cong chiia xem trudc.
Cong chia sau khi thanh hon van chwa sinh con, doi nao lai dung thi
khong tot cho viéc hoai thai nhw thé. Trai lai, Nguy Hy Man mét la tham
lam, hai la mac chitng dau dau, doi véi y, linh lang hwong chinh la bao béi,
bén diém nhién chiém dung. Mo6i ngay dung mot lang, dén ngay thit bay thi
hét sach, y bén dén ché Xuwong B6 doi thém, sau khi lam ron ca mot tran lai
chay t6i nha Tién Quan Sach uy hiép, Tién Quan Sach bén dan y tGi tiém
ctia Lt Chi Nguyén. Ay 1a dém tregc phap hoi & chuia Tién Phic. Nguy Hy
Man di cad dém khong vé, dé r6i dén ngay hom sau, ké xwra nay khong tin
than Phat nhu y thinh linh xuét hién tai chua, vira xuat hién da bén lira chay
bung 1én, chét trong tiéng kéu gao tham thiét.” Hoang T Ha nhin xody vao
L Chi Nguyén, cham rai tiép: “Li Chi Nguyén tinh toan moi chuyén rat
kin ké&; mot la theo quy cu pht cong chuia, bat cit ké nao c6 dugce vat gi quy
gia déu phai dang 1én cho cht nhan xem trudc; hai la 1gi dung Tién Quan
Sach dua linh lang hwong cho ho Nguy; ba la wéc lwgng chinh x4ac liéu
dung cho bénh nhan méac chitng dau dau, khién may ngay sau y phai tdi xin
thém. Moi chuyén déu nam trong dv kién ctia 1do, Nguy Hy Man ty dam
dau vao lwdi, hon nita con mat tich trong tiém nhang dén cua lao. Ta doan
han dém 4y ldo da dung linh lang hwrong trong tiém, khién Nguy Hy Man
ngu thié€p di, mai tdi hom sau khi ca nguwdi bén lira mdi tinh day.”

Anh mét moi ngudi déu dé don vao Lit Chi Nguyén, than hinh gia nua gay
goc cua lao bat dong nhu goc cay can co6i nhiéu nam, nhuém day swong
gid, nhung cling day cing cai.

Hoang Ttw Ha hung hon ndi tiép: “Cai chét cua Tén ghé, lao cling khong
thoat khoi lién quan dau.”

“Khong, vu Tén ghé c6 1é Dwong cong cong doan sai r6i.” Trwong Hang
Anh nhin Lir Chi Nguyén ndy gio van lang thinh khong noi, bién bach,

“Ton ghé chét dung vao giita trwa... Bay gio téi va A Dich déu dén nha han
dinh ra tay, nhung khong tim dwgc co hoi, ma cling khéng hé gap... lao Lt
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& phwong Dai Ninh, hon nita vé sau c6 rat nhiéu ngwdi lam chitng, cling lic
ay lao ta dang @ ctra tiém chg Tay lam nén, t6i khong tin 13o ta sat hai Ton
ghé.”

“Puong nhién lao ta khong can téi dd, bai tir khoanh khac goi nguai tGi
stta nha, T6n ghé da chét chac roi.” Poan Hoang Tt Ha ngodi lai ra hiéu
cho Chu Tw Tan lay chiéc hop sat g& ti ctra nha ho Ton xudng cho moi
nguwoi xem, “Trén cita chinh nha ho Ton c6 gan mot chiéc hop sat, loai
dang thinh hanh trong kinh nhw thé nay, bay gio ngudi tho stita nha cho Ton
ghé da gan cho han mét chiéc hop mdi, nudc son con twoi réi, nhung sau
khi xdy ra vu an, son da tréc hét ra.”

“Chiéc hop sat nay... la Tién Quan Sach lam ma!” Thoi Thuan Tram chi
ngay vao Tién Quan Sach dang quy mop dudi dat.

Anh mét moi ngudi mot 1an nita don vao ho Tién.

Tién Quan Sach da tai ngat mat may, rii ra nhw mot cai xac khong hon, lic
nay chot nhin Hoang T Ha, r6i lai nhin sang Lt Chi Nguyén, cap mat do
dan cudi cung ciing trgn trirng 1én, chang biét 1ay dau ra sirc Iyc, han 16m
com bo day gao 1én: “ Oan uong... Oan uoéng qua! Tiéu nhan khéng hé giét
nguoi! Cai hop sat dé... mua tir 10 réen Luu Ky, sau khi 1dy mot 16 hang ve,
tiéu nhan ciing chi xem qua thoi!”

Chu T Tan cudng lén, kéo tay Hoang Tt Ha héi: “Theo cong cong thi cai
hép sat nay lién quan gi dén céi chét ctia Ton ghé?”

Hoang Tt Ha hoi lai: “Ly chinh phwong Pai Ninh tng noi, luc ong chu
Tién dap ctra x6ng vao nha ho Tén thi mot luéng khi den tir trong nha xoc
ra, moi nguwoi déu cho rang do la sat khi ctia oan hon Tich Thuy, cong tir ¢
nhé khong?”

“Ta nh@, ding la 1y chinh titng n6i vay.” Poan Chu T Tan nhin sang
Truwong Hang Anh, gai dau boi roi: “Nhung Tich Thiy chwa chét, 1ay dau ra
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sat khi vGi chang oan hon?”

“La thé nay, c6 nguwoi dot chay thit bén trong hop sat dat trén ctra, khi canh
ctra bi dap tung, tro bui cfing 14 ta roi xuéng, ma khong khi trong nha bij bit
kin may hom, nén ctra vira md ra, tro than titc thi theo luéng khi x4c ra
ngoai, tao thanh cai goi la sat khi den.” Hoang Tw Ha lai tré 16p son da
chay den, bong tr6¢c ma noéi, “ Nhung trong phong khong c6 dau vét dong
Itra, chi c6 chiit tro than con s6t lai bén trong chiéc hop nay ma thoi. Bai
thé, t6i cho rang, hung tha da ra tay tr day.

“Sau khi phat hién xac chét Ton ghé, Pai Ly Tw 1ap titc niém phong can
nha, khong mot ai cham vao cai hop nay dugc nita, nén kha nang duy nhat
la sau khi nha ctra dugc stra sang lai, vao khoang thoi gian tir dém hom
tredc dén tria ngay hom sau, c6 ké da dot thir gi do trong chiéc hop nay.
Thit d6, nhu t6i phan doan, nhat dinh la linh lang hwong. Vi t6i hom chiing
toi tOi tra xét, Vuong do uy, con trai Vwong thugng thu cling di theo, vira
vao nha, do Uy da ngwri thdy mui linh lang hwong. Vuwong do iy von noi
dang kinh thanh vé phan biét mui huong, han khong thé ngwi lam dugc.
Hon nita to6i dam chac loai linh lang hwong nay giong hét thit da khién
Nguy Hy Man hén mé, nén Ton ghé bi dam hai nhat ma van nam yén
khong nhic nhich, ci thé chét di.”

Thoi Thuan Tram voi gang: “Nhung Lit Chi Nguyén lam sao 1én vao can
phong kin nhw thé dé giét Ton ghé dugc? Lé nao... 1do cling biét duwong
nuwdc ngam chay qua d6?”

“Vu nay chang lién quan gi t6i dudng nwdc ca, néu hung tha 1én vao theo
dwong nuwdc, nhat dinh nén dat sé cé dau vét dao xdi, du bi nhitng nguoi
chay theo Tién Quan Sach t6i xem ndo nhiét san phang, thi cling khong thé
lén chat, phang phiu nhu thé dwgc. Huong ho L Chi Nguyén lic dé dang
dé tay trong tiém, lam gi c6 thoi gian bo vao nha ngudi ta bang duwdng
nwéc?” Hoang T Ha bdo Chu T Tan vach 16p hoa van cham tr6 trén hop
ra, noi tiép: “Cac vi thiy day. giita dam tro tan van con hai dau ngoén tay
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quet qua. Khi ching t6i chit xem xét dén, ai ma dé tam t6i cai hop chim
nghim trong 16p 16p bua chi tranh vé chat chong trén twdng nha ho Tén
chit? Cang khong ai ngo trong hop con cat gidu do vat. T6i nghi, ké duy
nhat c6 kha nang tho ngoén tay vao 1ay thit bén trong ra, at la hung thu.
Nhung hung thi muon 14y cai gi?”

Moi ngudi déu nhin cham cham vao 16 hong nho trén mat hop, vat 6c ngam
nghi, nhat thdi ca cong dwong lang phac, chi minh Trwong Hang Anh ngan
ngo nhin cha cua Tich Thay nhuw nhin mot nguwoi xa la, ban than Lt Chi
Nguyén ciing than tho ditng do, chang néi chang rang, twa ho tat ca nhitng
gi Hoang T Ha néi khong lién quan gi dén lao.

Sau mot khac im 1ang ngan ngui, Ly Thw Bach cham rai cat tiéng: “La mot
cai lay dan hoi.”

“Pung vay, chinh la loai lay dan hoi thwong gan vao cung no6. Khi né co
vao 1dp tro, sé dé lai mot duong cong kha 16n, nhwng du 16 hong nay cé
nho hon thé chang nita, chi can xoay vai lan la 1ay ra dé dang.” Hoang Tw
Ha nhin sang L Chi Nguyén, noi nhv than thg: “Lao Lit nam xua tung
tong quan, hon ntta lai gia nhap doi cung no.”

“Lé nao Lir Chi Nguyén... dat m6t cay no vao bén trong u?” Chu T Tan
siing nguoi.

“Khong, chi can hai cai lay la da.” Hoang Tt Ha tré chiéc hop giang giai,
“Phét lan tinh 1én mat hdp hwéng ra ngoai, dat linh lang huwong dang sau,
phia sau 16p linh lang hirong lai dung sap nén ghim chat mot cai lay, bén
trén gai hai 14 sat méng tam doc.”

“Ta nghi ra r6i! Ton ghé 1& loét khap ngudi, nén ltic ngt phdi ndm nghiéng,
ma ldo Lir lai & trong d6i cung né nhiéu nam, thira sitc can chinh lay theo
do6 16n cua goc gitra givong va ctra chinh r6i dung sap nén cé dinh lai,
ngam chuan ké luén nam nghiéng trén chiéc giwvdong ngon ngang du thir!”
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Chu T Tan syc hiéu ra: “Trwa hom 4y... a c6 1é chang can dén trua, hé anh
nang mat troi da néng, roi vao hop, lan tinh bi hun sé dot chay linh lang
hwong. Mui hwong an than nay at lam T6n ghé thiép di, ma giwdng cta han
vira khéo nam ddi dién véi ctta chinh. Dgi linh lang hwong chay hét, ngon
Itra bat dau lan ra trong hop, 16p sap c6 dinh lay no tan chdy, hai 14 sat gai
bén trén sé ban ra, gam vao nguwdi Ton ghé. Loai linh lang hwong nay cé
thé khién Nguy Hy Man ngti mé mét su6t dém, bi dwra 1én xe lac lw trong
tranh cling khéng tinh, huéng hé Ton ghé, cé 1é chang kip cam thay gi da 6
h6 ai tai r6i!”

“Pung thé, khi biét Ton ghé dang tim nguwdi gia c6 nha ctra, Lt Chi Nguyén
da nghi ra ké hoach nay. Truwéc hét 1ao chon 1ay mot chiéc hop sat tir cira
tiém cda ong chu Tién, du sao thi hinh vé trén mat hop cling twong tw nhw
nhau, stra lai vai cho bén trong réi déng lai nhuw cii, sau dé xach rwong do
nghé di dén, vo nhw dén noi maéi phat hién ra la dat gia nén cho nha T6n
ghé, lam am 1én mot tran roi di thang. Nhitng nguoi & dé6 khong hé phat
hién, thyc ra 1do da danh trdo chiéc hop sat minh vira cdi tao vao, dam tho
thuyén lai nhanh nhdu, chi lo gan hop vao vi tri ma chang buén nhin lai.”

“Néu vay thi tat ca thg thuyén tai d6 déu bi tinh nghi trao hop, phai khong
nao?” Théi Thuan Tram xen vao, “Hon nita, ching ta chi can phat hién hai
14 sat tdy gam vao ngwoi han, 1a cé thé chiéu theo goc do ban t6i ma lan ra
hung khi r6i. Nhuwng T Tan va ngo6 tac cua Pai Ly Ty chang tim thay 14 sat
nao trén thi thé Ton ghé ca!”

“Thwa phai, 14 sat tam doc sé vach tran bi mat cai chét trong phong kin ctia
Ton ghé, néu vay thi chang ai cho d6 la trdi phat nita. Bgi thé chiéu hom ay
hung tht nhat dinh phai dén phwong Dai Ninh, sap xép mét vé kich, lam
toang cai chét ctia ho Ton lén, hon nita con phai khién minh tré¢ thanh
nguoi dau tién tiép can thi thé. Vay la chiéu hom 4y, trong quan rugu gan
nha ho Ton, Tién Quan Sach lam le di tinh s6 lai gap ngay Li* Chi Nguyén
ham hé mu6n doi ng, cd hai cung phé ctta nha Ton ghé. Lir Chi Nguyén
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dwa bia dé Tién Quan Sach pha ctra. Ca hai xong vao trwdc nhat, Tién
Quan Sach nga nga say, v6 y 16i tudt thi thé xuéng dat, con Lt Chi Nguyén
v& nhw khong biét ndi tinh, bén thira co 1at cai xac lai. Nhung khong ai
trong thay, mot trong hai ké ¢ gan cai xac nhat da am tham rat hung khi
gam vao thi thé ra, roi gia bo sg hai, cing ngwoi kia loang choang lui ra
ctra. Nhan luc moi nguoi nhao nhao ca 1én, ké chay di bao quan, nguoi mon
men dén gan quan sat, hung thu ciing thira sitc 1ay hai cai lay gidu trong
hop ra.” Noi dén day, Hoang T Ha nhin khap cong duong mot lwot: “Béi
thé, trong vu Ton ghé, ké tiép can thi thé dau tién chinh la hung thua.”

Co ngoadi lai, &nh mat dirng & Tién Quan Sach van quy mop tai chd. Vé mat
ho Tién chang biét la kinh ngac hay ming r@, chi thay han nhin L& Chi
Nguyén, 16p md& trén mat rung rung.

Ly Nhuén héi: “ Tién Quan Sach va Lit Chi Nguyén déu tiép can thi thé
dau tién, ding nhuw nguwoi noi, chi bon ho mai c6 co hdi am tham rit hung
khi ra. Nhuwng tai sao ngwoi dam qua quyét hung thu 1a ho Lt chit khéng
phai ho Tién?”

“Chang phai rat don gian v? Th nhat, Tién Quan Sach chwa c6 dip nhin
thdy bitc hoa kia, nén khong thé dya theo hinh vé ma giét nguwdi duoc. Thi
hai, chi c6 hai ngudi ho tiép can thi thé triedc nhat. Nhung trong hai nguwoi,
L Chi Nguyén dang tinh tdo, néu Tién Quan Sach lén doat 1ay hung khi,
nhat dinh 1do sé phat hién ra; con Tién Quan Sach lai nga nga say, L Chi
Nguyén c6 doat 14y hung khi, e rang 0ng ta cling chang biét.”

Li* Chi Nguyén ditng yén tai cho, khom lwng, cti dau bat dong. Cap mat
ldo van nhin dan vao miéng gach xanh duéi chan.

Anh ning gay gét tlit ngoai cita roi vao, tuy moi ngudi trén cong duwong déu
quay lung ra ctta, nhung hoi néng van ham hap nhw thiéu dot, khién nguwoi
ta néng long sot rudt.
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Cudi cung Lt Chi Nguyén ciing lén tiéng, pha v& bau khong khi im lang,
tuy gwong mat lao tai nhot day mét moi, xong khi ngang dau 1én lai dé 16
anh mat sac sdo khac thuong.

“Pung thé. Lio da giét Nguy Hy Man va Tén ghé. Chang phai bon chiing
déu dang chét u?” Giong lao khan dac, nhung hét sitc binh than, “Cé lic
130 ciing ngac nhién, khéng hiéu sao moi chuyén minh bay ra lai su6n sé
dén thé. Thyc ra lic lam xong phan vo nén bén ngoai, 1do da lam ca phan
rudt bén trong, mot khac truede khi Nguy Hy Man dén, ldo ciing da nan
long, quyét dinh tir bé ké hoach, gan phan rudt vao... Nao ngo trgi vira sam
t0i thi y mo dén, 6ng trdi rot cudc da tac thanh cho lao! Lao tirng nghi, co6
phai trdi cao cling ra long thwong con bé, nén mdai gitp lao thuan lgi giét
chét bon ching hay khong...”

“Nhung khi giét cong chiia, dwong nhw 1o kha voi va, ta danh bao doan
rang viéc nay khong nam trong du tinh cta lao phai khong? Hoang Tt Ha
héi khe.

Loi nay thot ra khién ca cong dwong lang phac, moi ngwoi tham chi khéng
dam thé manbh.

Hoang dé tirc thi bién sac, dap ban ditng phat day, tritng tritng nhin Lt Chi
Nguyén, mat van to mau, gam lén: “Dong Xwong... Bong Xwong ciling la
nguoi... ra tay w!”

L Chi Nguyén cui dau bat dong, chi dap lap ltrng: “Thao dan chwa tirng
buéc chan vao phu céng chia, cling chwra bao gio thay mat cong chuia.”

Hinh b0 thvong thv Vwong Lan ti ndy lang thinh, gio méi 1én tiéng:
“Duong cong cong, ban quan thay viéc nay con nhiéu nghi van. Nguwoi chd
quéen cong chia da bo minh dwdi tram Ctru loan, ma trwdc khi cong chua
qua doi, cay tram nay tirng bién mat mot cach bi an. Ta nghi 6ng chu mot
tiém nhang dén, han kh6é ma 1én vao pha cong chia danh cap né dwgc?”
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Quaéch thuc phi ciling gat dau nghen ngao néi: “Pong Xwong hét myc nang
niu cay tram ay, lan nay vi gap gidc mong la nén cang tran trong gitt gin, ai
ngo... ai ngo van co6 ké bay ra da mwu ma chwéce quy ldy cap né...”

Hoang T Ha lac dau: “No tai cho rang, muon lay cap cay tram Cttu loan
gilta trung trung vong vay canh gac, chi can mdt cach hét sitc don gian.”

Hoang dé tré c6 gan giong: “N6i mau!”

“Miéu ta bang 10i thi hoi khé, xin Pai Ly Ty chuan bi cho n6 tai mét chiéc
rvong cung hai 6 khéa mot to mot nho, n6 tai sé tai hién lai cach lam cay
tram khong canh ma bay.”

Thoi Thuan Tram 13p titc cho nguwoi khiéng dén mot chiéc rvong, Hoang
T Ha lién bao ho ké sat vao twong, roi muwgn Ngac vieong chiéc hop dung
manh gidy bong, rut cdy tram ngoc trén dau ra, dung khan tay goi lai dat
vao hop.

Sau khi moi moi nguwdi xem k¥, c6 bén nhd Ly Nhuan khoéa hop lai, r6i b
hop va rwong, khéa lai bang mot 6 khéa khac, cét chia di.

Xong xudi, co tré chiéc rwong héi bon Thuy Chau: “Lic cat tram Ctru loan
vao kho, cong chua ciing la nhu vay dang khong?”

Cac & déu roi nwdc mat thra: “Chinh la thé, khong sai mot budc.”

Hoang T Ha gat dau, quay sang ndi véi tat ca: “Cac vi thay day, no tai
chwa hé cham mot ngon tay vao vat trong rueong, xong thue ra da 14y duoc
th bén trong r6i.”

Ly Nhuan ngac nhién: “Khong thé nao! Nguwoi ludn ditng cach ta hai budc,
lam sao ra tay dvgc?”
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“Néu khong tin, xin Ngac veong gia dwa chia khoa, n6 tai sé md ra cho gia
xem. Giong nhuv ltic trede cong chia giao chia khoa cho thi nit, sai ho di
lay tram vay.” Poan c6 ngodi lai cidi bado dam thi nit dang im thin thit:
“Puwong nhién phai c6 vai ngudi di cung, dé giam sat 1an nhau.”

Cung ltc, co di dén trudce chiéc rwong, ra hiéu cho bén a thi nit ditng ra sau
minh, héi: “Trong nha kho ké hang day gia, cac c6 ltic ay ditng vao dau?”

Cac a nghi ngoi réi lan lwot ai vao cho nay, ditng sau lung co.

“Vi bi nhitng chiéc gia xung quanh choan ché nén cac c6 chi co6 thé dirng
phia sau, nhin thay Iung ta, nhwng khong thay dwgc tay ta lam gi, ding
khong nao?” Vira noéi, ¢ vira quay mat vao twong, mé rwong, 1ay chiéc hop
bén trong ra, déng nap rwong lai, dat hdp 1én nap, r6i lai mé hop, kéu 1én:
“Cay tram bién mat r6i!”

Nghe 6 noéi, khong chi may thi nit, ma tat cd moi ngwdoi trén cong duong
déu xim lai. Chi thdy Hoang T Ha ditng truéc chiéc reong mdé toang, tay
bung hop khéng, ngodi dau nhin ho.

Truy Ngoc sg dén tai mét mat: “Pung thé! Cay tram Ctru loan chang phai
cling bién mat thé nay v! Thuy Chau, Thuy Chau, ty néi c6 phai khong?”

Thuy Chau ditng do ra bat dong, khong tra 10i.

Hoang Tt Ha lanh lung néi tiép: “Cach nay chi cé nguwdi mé reong méi
thwe hién dwgce thoi.”

Chu T Tan syc hiéu ra, voi héi: “Néi vay la khi cong cong mé hop, da
tranh tha gidu cay tram vao tay do hodc nguc ao, roi vo nhu trong hop
khong co gi u?”

“Khong thé nao!” Lac Boi n6i ngay, “Vira dugc tin cay tram bién mat, cong

chua da 1ap titc cho soat nguoi tat cd, dirng néi la may ngwoi no ty di lay
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trdm, ma toan b0 thi ni* & gac Thé Van déu bi soat ngudi, soat phong. Cay
tram Ctru loan 16n nhv thé, néu Thuy Chau 1én giau di, at da bi phat hién tw
s6m roi.”

“Puwong nhién dau thé gidu trong nguwdi.” Hoang Tw Ha vén tay 4o 1én, dé
tat ca thdy bén trong khong gidu vat gi ca, “Ta chi nhan lic mé nap rwong
ra lan thit hai, nhét né vao mét ché ma nguwai khac khong chi y day thoi.”

DPoan c6 kéo chiéc riwong lui ra xa khoi twdng mot chut, tite thi moi nguoi
déu trong thay, cay tram duwgc khan tay goi lai, bo vao hop do Ngac virong
chinh tay bam khoa, dang nam s@ so trong khe h¢ giita twdng va ruong.

Gitra nhitng tiéng 0 a kinh ngac, Hoang Tt Ha m& khan tay ra, rit cay tram
gai lai 1én dau roi day nap hop lai dwa trd Ngac veeong: “Trong khi tat ca
dang bi soat ngwdi, soat phong, chang ai nghi dén viéc kéo rwong ra khoi
tang gia cudi cung, nhin xem cé gi trong ké hd phia sau n6 khong. Ma
trong kho & gac Thé Van, ciling chi riéng chiéc rwong nay dugc 16t vai bén
dwéi, at han do Thuy Chau sap dat tw tredc, so khi tha cay tram xudng sé
phat ra tiéng, nén trai san vai & dé dé phong, phai khong nao?”

Thuy Chau than thd lang nghe, cudi ciing hai dau g6i mém nhiin ra, ca
nguoi sup xudng.

Quaéch thuc phi chom 1én quéat: “Thuy Chau! Héa ra la ngwoi! Htr... Hang
ngay cong chuia doéi véi ngwoi khong bac, vay ma... nguoi lai dam muu sat
cong chua!”

“N6 ty khong dam! N6 ty chi... chi gidu tram Cttu loan di théi, n6 ty... nd
ty cting la bi ngudi ta ép budc...” Thuy Chau khéc nitc 1én, lac dau quay
quay, “No ty sao dam ra tay voi cong chua cht? Du c6 mot van la gan, no
ty cting khong dam!”

Pho ma Vi Bao Hoanh von da tiéu tuy that than, lic nay sac mat cang thém
kho coi, gan nhu xam ngoét. Han ldo dao ditng day, map may moi, nhung
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chang thot néi 101 nao.

“Nguoi mau khai that cho tram!” Hoang dé rdo budc di t6i, chi mat Thuy
Chau quat, “Nguoi la ngwdi hau bén canh Linh Huy, thwong ngay cong
chua coi trong nhat la ngwoi, tai sao nguoi lai c6 y danh cap tram Ciru loan,
dé cong chua lo au thanh bénh ha?”

“Lavi... la vi...” Thuy Chau run ray lap bap, xong chang cat néi 1én 101,
chi biét m¥c nd quy sup dwédi dat, gan nhw ngét lim di.

Hoang Tw Ha ngodi lai nhin Tién Quan Sach dang quy duwéi dat run nhw
cay sdy, cham rai n6i: “DPwong nhién la vi Tién Quan Sach, cha cta c6.”

Thuy Chau van pha phuc duéi dat khéc 16c, khong dam ngang 1én.

Tién Quan Sach giat ban minh, tr tir quay cai c6 béo xé sang nhin Thuy
Chau dang co rim ngudi dudi dat khoc 16¢ tham thiét, khée moi run ban
bat, nhung mai khéng nan ra n6i mot chi.

“Rot cudc la chuyén gi vay? No6i 1o ra cho tram nghe.” Hoang dé khoat tay
tro Hoang T Ha, cao giong.

“Thwa vang. N6 tai nghi chuyén nay phai ké tr muwoi nam trwede.” Thay
Tién Quan Sach ngd ngang, Thuy Chau khéc dén lim ngudi di con hoang
dé dang ditng strng sitng truedc mat cho dap an, Hoang Tw Ha danh thuét
lai: “Bay gio 6ng chu Tién ting quan quda, danh dem ban con gai Hanh nhi
cho m6t hoan quan. Sau khi vao cung, Hanh nhi dwoc doi tén thanh Thuy
Chau, phéi dén hau ha céng chua. Vi thng minh lai can man, sau muwoi
nam rén gitia, Thuy Chau tré thanh nguwdi quan trong nhat bén canh cong
chuda. Khi c0 dy, duéi sy nang dd ctia cong chua, sap duge gad cho mot quan
vién quan tré tudi tién do xan lan thi nguwdi cha da vitt bo c6 ay lai xuat
hién. Ma triéu ta xwa nay, tuy cting c6 rat nhiéu quan vién thong gia véi
thwong nhan, nhung trong con mat nha chong c6 ay, mot co gai con nha
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bu6n ban va mot thi nit dwgc cong chia xé gidy ban than cho, lai dich than
ban hon, ai danh gia hon?”

Tat cd moi ngwoi nin lang, cham chi nhin Thuy Chau run ray phu phuc
dwéi dat.

Cudi cing Thity Chau ciing ngang 1én, nuéc mét rong rong. A ging mé to
mat nhin k¥ cha minh, tiéc rang nwdc mat ¢ tudn ra, khong sao nhin rd
duwgc, danh thon thitc 1am bam: “Pung thé... T6i chiu dung sudt muwdi nam
qua, cudi cung cling dén ngay m@ may mé mat, nhuwng ong... sao 6ng lai
dot nhién xuat hién, sao lai mudn cat dit tién do gam voc ma cong chia trai
san cho tdi? Ong c6 biét néu to6i nhan 6ng thi méi duyén lanh kia ciing di
tong khong! Du nguai ta khong tir hon, thi mot dita con gai nha budn ngay
sau ¢ nha chéng lam sao ngang dau 1én duwgc?”

Hoang Tt Ha lang 1é nhin 4, n6i khé: “Nhung ma, 6ng ay lun mong mot
ngay gdp lai dugc co.”

“Pung thé, dira con gai bi minh ban di, chang nhitng chwa chét ma con
song vé vang trong phu cong chda, lic 6ng ta hi hitng 6m con c6c vang vé
khoe khoang v&i moi ngudi, cé biét dau toi lo lang dén mat nga ca dém.
Toi rat sg... rat sg nguwdi ta phat hién ra minh chi la con gai mot nha buén.”
Thuy Chau rii rgi nga ngoi xuéng dat, trong mat nguwdi ngoai, vé mat va tuw
thé tuyét vong nay cta a giong hét ho Tién khong sai mot may.

Bay gio Tién Quan Sach mdi ap ing noéi khé: “Nhung... nhung ldc gap
nhau, con van vui vé cho ta xem cai bét, ta con nghe thay tiéng con cudi. ..
con nita, ca con céc vang kia cling 1a con tu biéu, ta dau c6 doi...”

Thuy Chau sitng s& ng6i ngay ra khong dap.

Hoang Tt Ha lién hoi: “Ong cht Tién khong cam thay giong c6 ‘con géi’
tredc day va Thuy Chau hién gio khac nhau u?”
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Tién Quan Sach rau 11 gat dau: “Pung thé... ding la khong giong lam.”

“Nguoi tro chuyén vai cha, cho cha xem vét bét, lai dem con c6c tang cho
cha, khong phai con.” Thuy Chau vira run ray noéi, vira lam 1ét liéc hoang
dé va Quach thuc phi: “Ma la... 1a...”

“La Pong Xuong cong chia, phéi khong nao?” Thay a lap bap mai khong
dam néi ra, Hoang T Ha bén tranh noi gitp, “Tuy ta khong hiéu vi sao
cong chuia phai mao xung la con gai Tién Quan Sach, nhung ta tirng trong
thay bén canh cong chiia c6 mét con ché sit. D6 1a thit d6 choi phd bién
ngoai pho, nhung dat trong phu céng chua lai hét sirc lac 10ng. By gio ta
da thay la, thud nho céng chida tirng bi manh st v& cita diit co tay, nén
thanh thwgng ha 1énh khong dwgc dé bat cir do gom sit nao quanh céng
chua, vay thi con ché st kia tir dau ma ra? Sau khi cong chua qua doi, ké
nao lai ném v& no6 hong phi tang vat chirng?”

Thuy Chau thé gap, nwéc mat 13 cha, xong cwong quyét lam thinh khong
dap.

“Gio nghi lai han la do 6ng chu Tién tang, coi nhu trao déi vdi con céc
vang. Sau khi cong chtia qua doi, ngudi bén canh, at la Thuy Chau, bén hay
no di dé giau giém. Cach don gian nhat la ném tir ctva s6 xudng, sau dé vo
vO y di dén dudi goc hgp hoan, da may manh st v& vao dong 14 hoa, thé la
than khong hay quy khéng biét.” Hoang T Ha lac dau, “Hon nita, ta nghi
chi cong chia méi c6 thé khién ca co6 lan Xuwong B6 du phai néi doi, tham
chi dan Itra d6t minh ciing nhat quyét che dau, ciing chi cong chia méi dam
tuy y ldy do6 vat dugc hoang thuwgng ban thwdng dem cho nguwdi khac ma
thoi.”

“Phai...” Thity Chau cudi cling ciing lén tiéng. A cii gdm mit cuc thap,
khong dam nhin bat cit ai, thdp dén noi gan nhu khong nghe thdy a néi gi.
“N6 ty nghe Xwong B6 néi ong... ong cht Tién mudn tim mot dira con gai
c6 vét bét trén tay, vi tay toi sau khi bi béng da khong con vét b6t nita, bén
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vO nhw khong biét. Nao ngo lic dy cong chua tinh cd tinh gidc, nghe dugc
chuyén nay, bén n6i hang ngay minh nhan réi mai ciing chan, sai no ty
dung chi ké may vé mot céi bét trén ¢ tay, ro6i ban véi no ty lam thé nao dé
gat ong ay. Thay cong chiia hao hitng nhw thé, no ty danh thuan theo, vé
cho cong chiia mot céi bét theo tri nhé, roi bay ra cach dé cong chia ditng
sau binh phong néi chuyén, chi nghi cong chia dua gion it 1au roi thoi, nao
ngo trong ltic chuyén tro, ho ngau nhién nhac tgi con cho sit, 6ng... 6ng
chu Tién 1ap tic di tim mua vé, doi bén thwong xuyén qua lai, cong chia
cling déng kich mai khong biét chan...”

Mot vi cong chiia dwgce sting ai nhat trong triéu lai mao xwng mét co gai mo
coi bi ban di ttr nhd, ma c6 gai nay, thuc trung hgp, lai 1a thi ni hau ha bén
nang. Nghe cau chuyén hoang dwdong nay, cd cong duwong déu im phang
phac.

Tién Quan Sach sitng s& quy bén dudi, lic nay than thé han khong con run
1én nita, twa ho da tro li trwde nhitng vét thwong chi chit khap ngudi. Han
ctt do dan quy & do, nghi mai ma khong hiéu, vira hoang mang, lai vira bi
ai.

22

Long nay ai to

“No ty biét chuyén nay khong thé tiép dién mai dwgc. Cong chuia va Tién
Quan Sach rat hgp chuyén, tuy chwa kéu mot tiéng cha, nhwng thoat dau
cong chua 1én goi 6ng ay la ga Béo Lun, vé sau bién thanh ldo Béo, r6i dan
dan chuyén sang 6ng Béo... Nghe néi Tién Quan Sach ciing nhiéu lan khoe
khoang vé dia con gai & pha cong chia va con céc vang. Ong dy cang vui
thi no ty cang lo sg... Sg than thé bai 19, cudc hon nhan trong tam tay sé bi
ong ay pha hong...” Thuy Chau cui nhin ti'ng vién gach xanh san sat noi
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nhau, khng mot khe hé, 1am bam ké, “Cung thdoi gian nay, cong chia lai
mo thdy Phan Ngoc Nhi bdo mong doi tram. Sau d6 thi Nguy Hy Man chét,
pho ma xdy ra chuyén, cong chida lo nghi thanh bénh, no ty cling thitc trang
dém trong nom cong chia, chi sg c6 diéu gi so suat. Mot hom, no ty tdi
Thai Y Vién lay thudc cho cong chtia nhw thwong 1€ r6i quay veé, lic xudng
xe, chot cé ngudi nhin cham cham vao c6 tay no ty héi: “Cé la Thuy Chau
u?”

Moi nguoi déu do6 don mat vao co tay a.

Thuly Chau khoac 4o x6 gai tring, vét seo thap thoang trong tay 40. A vén
tay 4o 1én, dé 16 canh tay chang chit seo bong, cti dau ké: “INo ty nghi chac
han trong thay c6 tay, nén mdi khang dinh dwgc than phan cta nd ty, bén
ngodi lai nhin, thi... N6 ty khong biét ké d6 1a ai, chi thdy han doi mot
chiéc mii 14 rach, che khuat nira gwong mat, nira con lai bit khan den kin
mit, du troi nong ham hap. N6 ty dinh 10 han di, nao ngd han thinh linh goi
giat giong: ‘Hanh nhi, cha c6 sap chét r6i.””

Anh mét 4 lwét qua Li* Chi Nguyén roi ditng ¢ Tien Quan Sach, giong
hodng hoét: “N6 ty... N6 ty nghe vay thi sg dén giat ban minh, chi e nguoi
khac phat hién ra than phan. Nhung han bao chi néi v4i n6 ty mdy cau sé di
ngay, nén no ty danh rdi xe ngua, theo han dén mot géc vang trong ngo.
Han néi: ‘Ta biét c6 1a Hanh nhi con gai Tién Quan Sach. Cha co giét Nguy
Hy Man vi Nguy Hy Man dén tim 6ng ay doi linh lang hwong, doi bén cai
va, cha c6 bén dan Itra thiéu chét ho Nguy tai chua Tién Phiic; ngay ca con
ngwa ctia pho ma ciing la do cha c6 trong lic téi kiém tra may con ngua
minh ban cho Ta Kim Ngo6 Vg, so y lam gdy mong ngua, vo tinh lién luy
dén pho ma; Ton ghé cling la do cha c6 nhan Iic pha ctra x6ng vao ra tay
ha sét... Con nita, ta hédi cd, c6 c6 biét mot khi quan phu bat gitt 6ng chu
Tién thi than phan co cling bai 16 hay khong? Cudi doi cd sau nay phai lam
sao day?’”
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Tién Quan Sach nhanh miéng ra, 16p m& trén mat rung rung, han run ray
gio tay 1én nhw muén vudt ve c6 tay chang chit seo ctia con gai, xong Thuy
Chau da rut phat tay lai gidu sau lung, nhw cham phai Itta.

Ban tay Tién Quan Sach khung lai tredc ngue, that 1au khong budng xuéng.
Nhin vé dau dén trén guwong mat phi non cua ho Tién, moi ngwoi thyc
khong biét nén cam thong hay ghé tém nita.

Giong Thuy Chau lai nghen ngao cét l1én, gan nhw khéc khong ra tiéng:
“Han... Han bdo no ty rang, c6 twéng co giau dugc chuyén ay hay sao?
Cha c0 la ban ta, ta phai gitup 0ng dy, va cling sé giip co. NO ty, no ty kinh
hoang tot do, danh hoi han, t6i phai lam sao day?”

“Han bén sai c6 danh cap tram Cttu loan, ding khong?”

“Phdi... Han néi trong hai vu an trudc, va ca vu viéc cia pho ma, 6ng cha
Tién déu c6 thoi gian gay an va chitng cit c6 mat tai hién treong, nén han
sai no ty... giup 6ng ay tao ra mot chitng ct khong thé phan bac duwgc.”

Pho ma Vi Bao Hoanh nhin Thuy Chau trirng tritng, nghi hoac héi: “Thé
nén... ngwoi bén giét cong chua?”

“Khong! N6 ty khong hé!” Thuy Chau can noi, giong run 1én, “N6 ty sao,
sao c6 thé hai cong chuia dugc... Ké kia néi rang, viéc nay rat don gidn,
chang phai cong chida mo thay cay tram bién mat w, chuyén nay cé thé lién
quan téi vu an, ma.. ai cling biét, 6ng cha Tién khong cé co hoi danh cap
tram Cttu loan... N6 ty van chan chir khong chiu, néi rang tram Ctru loan
da duwoc chinh tay cong chua cat vao rwong khoa lai, n6 ty khong 1y dugc.
Nhung han... han bén day cho no6 ty cach lam vira r6i, khi di 1ay tram thi
khéo 1éo gidu di. N6 ty... thyc sy chang con duong nao nita...”

Quaéch thuc phi rit 1én cat 16i a: “N6i gi thi n6i, tram Cttu loan van nam
trong tay nguoi dung khong? Nguwoi 1ong vong phan bua ndy gio, con
khong mau khai ra rot cudc da dung no6 sat hai cong chiia thé nao?”
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“Thuc phi nwong nwong, no tai hiéu noi long nrong nwrong, nhwng s viéc
phai néi tit dau méi dugc, bang khong lam sao vach 16 chan twéng?” Hoang
T Ha xen vao roi thd dai: “Cong chtia bi dam triing tim chét ngay, rat it c6
kha nang gidy giva. Vay ma mot cay tram ngoc nhu tram Crtru loan, vira
dam vao nguc da gay doi, thwe khién ngudi ta kinh ngac. Bdi vay no tai
doan rang né da gay lia ngay khi bi tha tir nap rwong xudng, du Thuy Chau
can than tréi vai 16t bén dwdi, c6 phai khong?”

Thuy Chau khoc khong ra tiéng, chi gat dau, hoi lau mai ké tiép: “NoO ty
thue khong ngd cong chia lai canh canh bén long viéc cay tram bién maét,
dén noi bénh cii tai phat, tri mai khong khaéi nhw vay. Nhan lic viéc canh
phong va luc soéat loi 16ng déi chut, nd ty 1ap titc chay t&i kho 1dy tram,
dinh lén It trd vé cho cong chda. Nao ngo... khi rit cay tram tir sau cai
ruong ra, no da gay doi tu luc nao!”

No6i doan, & dwa mat nhin lwét qua moi nguoi trén cong dwong, roi dirng &
Tién Quan Sach, vé hoang mang: “N0 ty... no ty bdy gio sg dén ditng tim,
nam chat 1dy cay tram gdy doi chang khac gi nam 14y sgi day thirng trong
vao c6 minh... Theo 10i hen, t6i hom dé no ty dem cay tram dén ctra ngach
giao cho ngwoi no, nhung khi dwa cay tram vao tay han, né ty chgt thay
kinh hoang t0t do, cam gidc nhw sap bi ngwoi ta kéo xudng vire sau vay.
Chang hiéu vi sao... no ty thinh linh nam chat 1y dau tram héi, 6ng rét
cuoc la ai?”

Ké bit mat kia khong dap ma giat phat 1ay cay tram, nao ngg tram da gay
doi nén han chi giat dugc phan dudi, con dau tram van nam trong tay Thuy
Chau. A ndm chit dau trdm, quay ngoét ngudi chay vao trong, ké kia khong
dam dudi theo, bén voi va l1an vao mot con ngd nhoé canh d6 chuén thang.

Lac Boi that thanh chen vao: “Nhung... néu ké dé chi lay duwgc dudi tram
thi vi sao gitta ddam dong chen 14an, cong chua lai c6 thé nhan ra cay tram
Ctru loan tr khodng cach xa nhw thé? Cong chiia dau thé nhan ra nita cay
trdm gay tr xa thé dwgc?”
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Thuy Chau lac dau quay quay, khoc oa 1én: “Khong biét... Khong biét nita!
Lic cong chuia bao vira thay tram Ctru loan, n6 ty sg dén noi tim suyt vot ra
ngoai, c ngd... cit ngd cong chua da phat hién ra viéc minh lam. Nao ngo
cong chua lai chi vao dam déng ma noi. Bay gio no ty tham nhd, khong thé
nao, phan dau tram van dang gidu trong nguc 4o no ty ma... B&i vay no ty
ra sttc ngan can cong chua dirng dudi theo, nao ng@, lic ay tinh hinh hon

»

loan, cu6i cung cong chda van... van...
Thuy Chau mét lan nita nghen 10i, pha phuc dwéi dat khéc rong 1én.

Moi nguwoi dgi duwge nhing hoang dé da hét kién nhan, phai nghién rang
nén gian, quat 16n: “Ngang lén! No6i ro dau dudi cho tram nghe!”

Thuy Chau vita dau dén vira s¢ hai, gio tay 6m lay nguc gang ndn ra tiéng,
giong khan dac, gan nhw khong thé n6i thanh 10i: “Thwa vang, nd ty... nd
ty va moi nguwdi bo di tim cong chida, chgt thoang thay bong ké dé! Tuy
khong biét mat han, nhwng né ty van nhé r6 chiéc mdi la... hon nita, con
thay han kéo cong chiia chay dén bo twong vang vé... No ty liéu mang chen
qua dam dong chay dén, nhung... nhung da mudn, Iic nd ty tdi noi, chi kip
trong thay céng chia guc xuoéng...”

Nhac dén canh twgng hom ay, sac mat Thuy Chau tai xanh, nhuw thé lic do
cdy tram da dam vao chinh nguc &, 1ay di mang song ctia a vay: “No ty...
bang hoang chay dén thi thay... thdy phan dudi trdm gam trén nguwc cong
chuia! N6 ty... kinh hai tot do, tham nghi néu minh bi tinh nghi, at sé bi
kham nguoi, téi lac dé dau tram sé 1a toi chitng nod ty muu hai cong chaa!
Bdi thé no ty liéu mang chay t6i, nhan ltic quy xuéng 6m cham 1ay cong
chda thi 1én Iit ném lu6n phan dau tram gidu trong ngwe 4o vao bui co,
hong khién ngudi khac twéng rang... c6 ké cam tram Ctru loan dam cong
chua, trong luc cong chua giay giua, cay tram ma@i gay doi... No ty thuc sy
khong giét cong chiia ma! Chi la no ty lam sai mét chuyén, roi sai cang
thém sai, cudi cung dan dén két cuc thé nay...”
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Moi ngudi trén cong dwong lang thinh, chang biét nén kinh ngac hay nén
than tiéc.

Hoang dé ciling thd hat ra, cd ngudi bai hoai nhw bi rit can sitc Iyc. Ngai
ngy huéng mét sang Hoang Tt Ha: “A néi that khong?”

Hoang Tt Ha dap khé: “Muon tau, Thuy Chau néi that. Luc cong chua guc
xuong, Thuy Chau ciing vira méi chay tGi, bay giod Thuy Chau vira bo vira
1ét dén bén canh céng chua, ding la khong c6 co hoi ra tay giét hai.”

Hoang dé ngtra dau ra sau, chang buén nhin Thuy Chau, chi xua tay y bao
16i & xudng.

Pam nha dich Pai Ly T lap tic tréi go hai tay Thuy Chau lai kéo ra ngoai.
Thuy Chau bi 16i xénh xéch ra ngoai, nhirng mat van tritng tritng nhin Tién
Quan Séch, gao 1én bang giong khan khan khan ddc vi kh6c qué nhiéu:
“Tién Quan Sach, ca cudc doi toi... tir dau dén cudi, déu bi 6ng huy hoai!
Toi c6 chét... cling khong tha thit cho 6ng dau!”

Nghe vay, hoang dé bong gio tay ngan dam nha dich lai.

Thuly Chau rii regi guc xudng dat, gio hai tay gao 1én: “Ong xem, vét bét
trén tay toi mat roi, vi sao ha? Vi bao vé cong chua, t6i da bi bong tir c6 dén
tan khuyu tay, vét bong 1& loét ra, s6t cao may ngay khong ha, suyt thi mat
mang, md&i dugc cong chia ra long thwong, diéu dén lam thi nit hau ha bén
canh! Thu@ nhé cong chia c6 mot con cho s tir ngoai cung dwa vao,
khong can than danh v&, bi manh v& civa dit tay, hoang thwgng va thuc phi
nwong nwong cho la téi hau ha khong chu déo, phat t6i quy trén manh s
v& sudt dém, dén lic hon mé nga lan ra mGi dugc tha ... Lic dau goi t6i to
twép mau, 6ng ¢ dau ha? Luc t6i bi bong, 6ng ¢ dau ha? Lic t6i sot cao
suyt chét, ong & dau ha? Ong ban toi di, 1dy tién khéi nghiép, vé sau cin rit
lwong tam nén maGi vo vit di tim, lai hdy hoai n6t chit hanh phic cudi cung
cua toi!!!!”

https://thuviensach.vn



Long nguc a phap phong dir doi, nwdc mat lan dai, nghen ngao thé gap,
khong noi tiép dugc nita.

“La cha...” Tién Quan Sach nhin con géi, ngap ngirng héi lau mai 1én
tiéng, giong khan dac. Vira budt ra hai ti€éng, han bong ngung lai nghi nggi
r6i kho nhoc doi giong: “La ta... khong phdi v&i con, Hanh nhi... 1a ta co6
16i v6i con...”

Pén day, Tién Quan Sach cling nghen 10i, roi bat khéc rong 1én. Han von
xau xi, vira béo vira lun, gio lai khéc 16c tham thiét khién gwong mat nhan
nhtm lai, trong cang xdu xi tgn. Nhung chang ai con tam tw ma ché nhao,
tat ca déu lang thinh nhin hai cha con ho.

Cubi cung hoang dé 1én tiéng, pha tan bau khong khi im lang: “Linh Huy
sinh thoi, ngwoi mét long hau ha. Gio tuy pham phai 16i 16n, xong tram van
niém tinh khai an, cho ngwoi xuéng dudi dé tiép tuc hau ha céng chia.”

Thuy Chau nghién rang nham nghién mat lai, khong noi gi thém, cling
chdng buon nhin moi ngudi trén cong dwong, mac cho dam sai dich 16i di.

Thay & nhu vay, Quach thuc phi cam uat phan bac: “Thuy Chau la mét
trong nhitng ké dau so6 gdy ra cai chét ctia Linh Huy, gio sau khi chét con cé
thé theo hau cong chua, sao bé ha lai rong lwong véi né thé!”

Chang ai phu hoa, ciing chang ai dap 16i phi.

Ngay ca Tién Quan Sach ciing chi do dan quy & do, trén gwong mat tai ngat
la hai hang nwéc mat rong rong, co hoé khong bao gio dit.

Hoang dé ra hiéu cho dam sai dich dwa ca ho Tién ra, r6i ngodi lai nhin
Hoang Tw Ha, tay phai siét chat thanh nam ddm, gan xanh noéi go 1én, trong
rat dang sg, hét nhw nhitng thé thit gian giat trén mat ngai ngy hién gio:
“Vay, ké xui khién Thuy Chau danh cap tram Cttu loan roi dung no6 sét hai
cong chua, rot cudc la ai?
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Hoang T Ha lang 1é khom ngwdi hanh 1€ v6i hoang dé, nghiém trang noi:
“Chi dya vao ntta doan tram gay, duwong nhién cong chia khong thé nhan ra
tram Cttu loan. Nhung c6 mot ké rat giéi lam nhitng rong phuwong hoa 14
song dong nhu that, trong mot dém, thira sitc tao ra phan dau tram gia dé
gan vao.”

Chu T Tan lac dau: “Sung Co, khong dugc dau. Du la thg ngoc lanh nghé
nhat, lam qudy qua that nhanh ciling phai mat may ngay méi xong mot cay

tram, huéng ho lai l1a loai tram c& 16n, nhiéu chi tiét rdm ra nhw tram Curu
loan. Hon nita, han tim dau ra khoi ngoc chin mau nhw thé?”

Hoang Tt Ha phan bac: “Cw gi phai dung ngoc? Du sao cong chua cling
chi nhin thoang qua, lai gitta ddm dong chen lan, dung mot khoi sap phoi
mau that khéo la dd, trong choc lat cong chia dau thé nhan ra? Néu dung
sap nén lam mat cay trdm ngoc, thi mot dém la thira da.”

Ca cong duwong lang ngat nhw t&, moi anh mat déu don vao L Chi Nguyén.

Quaéch thuc phi vira chadm rai lac dau vira cup mat xuong, nwéc mat dau dén
va bat luc 1an dai.

Hoang dé trirng trieng nhin L& Chi Nguyén hoi lau r6i loang choang lui lai
hai buéc, ngoi phét xudng ghé, khong thot 1én 161, chi biét dung anh mat
cam han gam vao nguoi ho L.

Con Lit Chi Nguyén chi than tho nhin ra bau khong bén ngoai, lang im
khong noi.

Tirng nép nhan trén mat lao chang khac nhitng ranh nt chang chit vi x6i
mon trén phién da. Lao déi mat nhin ra ngoai, nhuw dang nhin theo dira con
gai cang chay cang xa, xa khoi lao, xa khoi thanh Truwong An dang sg nay
ma khong hé biét moi chuyén 1do da lam cho né.
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C6 &, Tich Thiy sé vinh vién khong biét dugc nguwdi cha ma nang tirng oan
tng han da lam nhitng gi cho nang.

Hoang Tt Ha nhin Lir Chi Nguyén, long ngén ngang tram méi, xong cudi
cung van lén tiéng: “Ta hiéu ldo mudn bao thu cho con gai. Nhuwng lao
khong nén kéo cad ngudi vo tdi vao, chi dé che giau cho minh.”

Tho6i Thuan Tram nhan do6 de dat hoi y hoang dé: “Tau thanh thwong, co
can dung hinh dé Lt Chi Nguyén mau khai ra khong?”

“Khéi can, thao dan nhéan t6i... Chinh thao dan da giét Nguy Hy Man, Ton
ghé va bong Xuong cong chia.” Lt Chi Nguyén cat 1oi Thoi thiéu khanh.

Khéng khi trén cong duong von da ngdt ngat, nay cling chang hé nhe nhém
di nho hanh déng nay cua 1o, tréi lai cang bitc boi hon.

Hoang T Ha thé dai: “Trong vu nay, tuy BPong Xwong cong chia cling
gian tiép tao nén bi kich cta con gai lao, nhung céng chua chi vo y, hon
nita lai la ngwoi hién quy, sao ldo van quyét ra tay?”

“Thuyc ra... thdo dan khong dinh giét Bong Xwong cong chda. Bing nhuw
cong cong néi, cong chiia khéng co y hai con bé. Nhung chang hiéu sao,
chdng hiéu sao Tich Thuy lai dén Pai Ly Tw dau tht, nhan minh giét nguoi.
Théao dan khong thé tro mat nhin tinh mang con gai nguy ngap trong sém
t0i, cang khong thé di dau thu dé lién luy téi né!” Lt Chi Nguyén ngang
dau hit mot hoi that sau, r6i gang guong noi tiép, “Bdy gio thdo dan mai
nghi dén Dong Xwong cong chia, cho rang moi chuyén déu tir cong chia
ma ra, co 1€ cling chi cong chua ma@i ctu duge Tich Thuy. Thao dan ben xui
khién Thuy Chau trom lay tram Cttu loan, nao ngd a chi dwa cho thao dan
ntta doan trdm gay. Nhung thdo dan tirng trong thay tram Ciru loan, lai
doan chac Thuy Chau khong dam dem ntta cay tram gay tra cho cong chua,
lién dung sap nén lam thanh nita doan tram giad gan vao, nhin tr xa cling
kh6 ma phan biét.”
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Hoang Tt Ha lai hoi: “Duwong nhu 1ao kha thong thudc moi chuyén trong
pht cong chua, 1a Pau Khau ké véi 1ao phai khong?”

“Pung vay, Bau Khau rat it qua lai v&i nha thao dan, nhung me Tich Thuy
dau sao ciing la chij ru6t di ay. Pau nam nay, ltic thao dan dén viéng mo
Xuan Nuong thi gap di dy. Thao dan biéu Bau Khau it hwong liéu, nhung di
ay noi theo 1€ trong phu cong chia, hé dwgc nguwdi ngoai tang cho thit gi
quy hiém, déu phai trinh Ién cong chtiia, bén canh cong chiia con cé tén
Nguy Hy Man rat tham lam, lai mac chitng dau dau, thay hwong liéu at sé
chiém lam cua riéng, nhat la loai c6 tac dung an than.”

“Nhung lao lam sao biét dwgc chuyén cong chia nam mo danh mat tram
Cuu loan?”

“Hom dy Nguy Hy Man dén tiém, bi thdo dan dung mé hwong lam ngat di
r6i tréi gob lai. Trong lic mo mang, y twdng minh da roi xudng am tao dia
pht, s¢ dén noi hoi gi cling cung ctc khai nhan. Thao dan méi héi vai cau,
y da ké ra gidc mo cta cong chiia, con néi minh tirng bat gap cong chua lén
hen Tién Quan Sach, khién thao dan lién twdng tdi viéc gan day Tién Quan
Sach dac y khoe khoang con c6c vang & khap noi, lai nghe néi thi ni¥ Thuy
Chau trong phua cong chia cé vét seo trén tay, chinh a cting doc strc gitp
cong chua gia trang dong kich cho that dat, bén doan rang c6 1é Thuy Chau
chinh 1a con gai ruot Tién Quan Sach.”

Hoang T Ha lang 1€ gat dau, nhung hoang dé da gian gitr ngat 10i: “Pung
héi mdy chuyén v& van dé niva! Tridc hét mau khai ra nguoi giét hai cong
chia thé nao!”

L Chi Nguyén cui dau dap: “Théo dan dem theo cdy tram gid, nap bén
ngoai phu cong chia ré6i bam theo xe ngwa dén tan phwong Binh Khang.
Sau d6 duong tac, cong chda phai xuéng xe, roi bi thao dan dan du tGi cho
vang. Thao dan nhan rang minh da giét Nguy Hy Man va Ton ghé, dong
thoi kéu oan cho Tich Thuy, van nai cong chua ron tay cttu né. Xong cong
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chia chang buon dé mat dén thdo dan, chi nhin bui cé cwdi nhat. Thao dan
bén quy sup xudng dat nai xin cong chua Iénh cho Pai Ly Ty tha Tich
Thuy ra. Tiéc rang cong chtia dang buc boi, vira m& miéng da bao cha con
thdo dan liéu liéu co c6 cho sach ma dogi, con noéi... con néi chang nhitng
nguoi phdi chét, ma con gai nguoi cling dirng hong song sot!”

Nghe lao thuat lai phit cu6i doi cia Bong Xwong cong chiia. Hoang dé nhw
thdy dang vé kiéu ngao ngang ngwoc cua nang hién hién ngay truedc mat.
Puwong nét sac sdo ma mong manh, hét nhw mét tang bang bat ci¥ lic nao
cling c6 thé vo tan, xong van hét sitc c6 chap quat cuong.

Long nguwe bong dau that lai, co ho ngat thé, ngai ngu siét chat 1y tay ghé,
trirng trieng nhin Lt Chi Nguyén, xong khong ran ra néi mét chi.

“Bay gio thao dan v6 cling hoang hot, néu dé cong chia di thi ca thado dan
va Tich Thiy déu phai chét... Thao dan da giét hai ké thu, tudi ciing cao,
chang coi cai chét vao dau nita. Nhung Tich Thdy... n6 con tré qua, nhw
mot nu hoa mdi nhu, sao c6 thé dé né chét chung véi thdo dan?” Ké dén
day, Lt Chi Nguyén kich dong vung tay dam ngwc bom bop, nhw mu6n non
hét mau & bén trong ra, “Vao lic ay, vao ldc ay, thado dan chot nghi. ..
Nhitng ké lién quan dén vu nay, da chét mat hai... néu cong chua cling
chét, trong khi Tich Thiy dang & Pai Ly Tu, thi chang phai la bang chitng
chitng minh no... vo tdi sao?”

Ca cong duong im phac, chi c6 giong khan dac cia Lit Chi Nguyén, nhung
lai khién moi ngudi chang biét tra 10i thé nao.

“Nghi vay, thdo dan beén... dudi theo, dam nita cay tram vao nguc cong
chaa...”

Quaéch thuc phi gao 1én dién dai, nhw muon lao xuéng vo lay Lt Chi
Nguyen. Bam hoan quan va thi nit ditng canh voi kéo phi lai, nhung khong
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ngan dugc phi oa lén that thanh: “Bé ha, Linh Huy... Linh Huy lai b6 minh
dwoi tay hang ti tien nay! Bé ha...”

Hoang dé duong nhw van khong nghe khong thay, chi ngay dai ngoi do,
madc cho noi dau qua 16n nhan chim minh, dén mitc khong sao ctt dong
duoc.

Hoang Tt Ha néi khé: “Lao L, ca thanh Truong An déu cho rang lao
khinh bi con géi, dudi con ra khoi nha, lai con tham tién vo si... Nhung ta
biét, 1ao lam tat ca nhitng viéc dé dé bao vé Tich Thuiy. Thuc ra, ngay tw
khi c6 ay bi Ton ghé 1am nhuc, 1o da quyét tam béo thu. Lao biét Nguy Hy
Man la hoan quan pht cong chia, pha cong chda nhat dinh sé che chd cho
y, c6 bao quan ciing v6 ich, chi con mot cach duy nhat la ty minh ra tay giét
chét bon ching!”

Co dirng anh mat & Trwong Hang Anh dang trg tritng mat ngac nhién, vé
madt bang hoang ma thé lwong, that lau sau méi néi tiép: “Nhung lao hiéu,
mot khi chuyén nay bai 10, chang nhitng lao phdai chét ma con gai lao ciing
bi lién luy, khéng mat mang thi lvu day. Thé la tr y, 1ao bén dudi Tich
Thuy di. Lao ném cho c6 &y mot sgi day thirng, ép co dy di tim chét, thuc
ra la muén moi ngwdi thay minh da cat dit quan hé véi con gai, dé c6 ay di
that xa, khoi dinh dang dén lao. Xong ta nghi nhat dinh 1ao da 1én bam theo
co ay, bang khong sao c6 thé tim dén diing nha ho Trwong, dé roi bi Tich
Thuy bat gap?”

L& Chi Nguyén nghién rang, dp tng: “Thao dan... ti'ng 1én it dén nha ho
Triong nhin né may lan, tuy da hét sitc can than, nhwng van bi Tich Thuiy
phat hién... Thao dan danh lay c& dén doi tién sinh 1€, nghi bung nha ho
Trwong chac khong 1y dau ra ting ay tién, mong rang Tich Thay cé thé roi
khoi kinh thanh, cao chay xa bay la t6t nhat. Nao ngd n6 ngéc nghéch dén
thé, mot muc cho rang thao dan la hang sai lang, con trom bitc tranh gia
bao nha ho Trwong dwa cho thao dan, thay mwdi quan sinh 1é. Thao dan bao
khong dang, né méi giang giai, birc tranh d6 m6 ta ba cai chét. Thay hinh
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vé dau tién la mot ngwadi bi troi gidng sdm sét tring phat, thao dan nhg
ngay dén Nguy Hy Man vira bi sat hai. Thé nén vu dén T6n ghé, nghe néi
han ca ngay dong ctra ru ru trong nha khong ra ngoai, lai dugc hinh vé thi
hai ggi y, thdo dan trom nghi, twong dong vach sat kién c6 dén dau cling
phai c6 so hd, huong ho nam xwa thao dan & trong doi cung nd, hoc dugc
chut tai vat, vira hay cé thé 4p dung. Con hinh vé thit ba...”

Noi t6i day, giong lao da khan dac, khong tiép tuc ndi nita.

“Tich Thuiy gap phai chuyén do6... ching ta déu x6t xa. Cé diéu cong chuia
chi vo y pham sai 1am, ca nha ho Tién ciing la nguwdi vo toi, 1ao thie khong
nén kéo ho vao.” Hoang Tw Ha théd dai, “Lao che gidu khéo qud, khong chi
Itra chiing ta, ma con gat dugc ca con gai rudt, ta rat kham phuc.”

“Co 1é... vi thao dan thuong ngay cling xtt té vai Tich Thuy.” Gigng Lt
Chi Nguyén khan dac. Lao than thd nhin dan vao mot diém hw khong, nhw
thay con gai dirng ngay treéc mat, nhw nhitng ké sap lia tran Iwu luyén thie
duy nhat con sot lai bén minh, diung d&nh mat nang niu wéc lwgng tirng tic
trén gwong mat hw do cta con gai. Hoang T Ha nghe thiy lao 1am bam
nhw néi mé: “Lic né chao doi da chang duwogc 1do yéu thwong... Tich Thuiy
sinh non, Xuan Nuwong sinh né ra thi bang huyét qua doi, 1do cit 6m dita
con dé hon, ngo6i bén giwvong do dan nhin gwong mat Xuan Nuong i tir
trang béch ra, r6i tir tir tim ngat lai...”

Bay gio, 1do cui dau nhin dira bé khéc oe oe trong long, tham nghi, chinh vi
con nhai nhan nheo nay ma vo lao phai chét. Lao chi muén ném ngay né
xuong dat, doi 1dy mang song cho Xuan Nuong.

Nhung dira nho sinh non nho xiu, éo udt nam trén canh tay lao nhw mét con
meo con lai khong ngtrng khoc oa oa, gwrong mat bé teo héng hong nhan
nheo nhu con éch, xau xi vo cung, cling bay b6t vo cung, khién ldo danh
om chat 14y né, vui mat vao boc ta cia n6 ma khoéc nirc 1én.
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Lao nghéo kho tir bé, 16n 1én lai tong quan sudt mwdi nam, hon ba muoi
tudi mai gap dwgc mot nguwdi bang long ga cho minh. Sau khi két hon, déi
bén rat tham thiét nong nan, nhung Xuan Nwong mai chang hoai thai. Ho 1é
bai can khan khap noi, cudi cung cling c6 mét dira con, nao ngd dita tré vira
ra doi da cuwép di mang song ctia ngwoi ma lao ngd sé bau ban dén gia.

Pang ghét nhat, no lai la con gai.

Con trai viit vao bui cé ciling 16n dwgc, nhinh nhinh mot chit 1a cé thé dat
theo xuong sudi bat c4, Ién nii ban chim. Con c6 thé uéng rugu cung lao,
lam viéc cung lao, birng birng nhiét huyét nhw 1ao, thé méi la dan 6ng con
trai. R6i dén mot ngay, n6 sé cwong trang hon, khée manh ran réi hon ca
ldo.

Nhung 130 chi cé dita con gai mong manh nhw mot nu twong vi, sénh ra la
bi gié xuan vui dap. Lao danh nhd thim Ngo6 hang xém tam rttra cho nd,
ham hure di giat cai quan né dai dam, vung vé tét cho né mét bim téc xau
xi... Tich Thay 16n 1én tirtng ngay, tir di¥a tré sinh non nhan nheo x4u xi nhw
con éch bi 16t ra, dan dan tré¢ thanh thiéu nit thanh ti xinh dep. Diéu nay
cang khién lao lo lang, chang r6 cudi cung ké nao sé bé mat nu twong vi cta
ldo, trong vao chau nha ngwoi, réi tir dé vé sau, dau né nd ro hay héo tan,
ldo cling chang thé che chd nita.

Ai bdo Xuan Nuong chi sinh dugc mot dira con gai? Xem ra s6 ménh da
dinh, chd doi 13o 1a tudi gia co6 quanh diu hiu. Tinh tinh ldo cang lic cang
kho chiu, cang ngay cang hay quat mang con bé, cang ngay cang nguong
mo nhitng nha sinh dugc con trai.

Su6t muwdi bady nam ldo ga trong nudi con, tr mot hon mau dé hén chwa day
hai can, nu6i dén thanh mdt c6 gai xinh dep ngoan ngoan, vira cham chi lai
biét quan tdm, nhoc nhan vat va biét la bao, nguwdi ngoai dau thé twong
twgng duwoc. Luc Tich Thiy sét cao, lao tirng tréng nom né sudt dém nay
qua dém khac chang hé chgp mat, lic Tich Thiy theo ching ban ra ngoai
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choi, 130 cling tirng ditng dau duwong dgi con bé vé 1a lao vao mang mo; khi
dén viéng mo Xuan Nuong, tho than nho cé dai quanh mot, 1ao thwong ram
r1 ké: con bé 16n 1én giong ba nhv duc...

Lao ciling tirng tim vg, hong sinh mot dita con trai, nao ngd ba ta lai nguoc
dai Tich Thuy sau lwng lao, cudi cung lao danh muwon rwgu gia dién dudi di.
Bay gio ldo ngoai nam muoi, cling da ngudi long. Lao tham nghi, c6 1é sé &
vay t6i gia, mot minh mot bong, dén khi chét thi dan Tich Thiy chon cat
minh bén canh Xuan Nwong, thé la cling qua mot doi uat e va khiép
nhuoc.

Thoi gian tham thoat, chi chép mat ma dita bé gai non na nhw cuc bot, méi
ngay nao € a hoc néi, ngong nghiu goi cha, da trd thanh thiéu nit biét cai
lan trang vao buii tdc, tha thwdt yéu kiéu, khong it ga trai tré phai muwon cd
mua nhang dén lan la tGi tiém cua lao dé ngam né.

Ldo vira lo lang, vira mirng rd, kiém cd soi méi bat bé dudi hét ba mai nay
dén ba mai khac di, vi cdm thdy chang ai xttng dwgc vGi con géi lao.

Nao ngo dwa con gai ca ngay riu rit noi cuwoi, chi tdi phu cong chua giao
hwong dén mot chuyén ma tan nat mét doi.

Ton ghé di khap noi réu rao chuyén do, ca thanh Trudng An cling rom ra
thao luan vé noi bat hanh cta con gai ldo. Lao phai dé mat dén Tich Thuay
tirng gio tirng khac, phat hién dwgc né 1én gidu mot cai gia nén, dinh di tim
Ton ghé liéu mang, beén giat 14y gia nén, cho né mot bat tai chdy mau.

Do 1a lan duy nhét 1ao danh Tich Thiy, tir sau khi né tredng thanh.

Chang ai biét, lic dy long lao da quyét.

Ldo phai bdo vé con gai, phai 1dy mau dén ng mau, rtta sach moi nhuc cho
Tich Thuy; 1ao phéi xua tan con &c mong cuia con bé, dé né dugc tai sinh.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Con gai ctia hoang dé chi can bic boi la c6 thé tiy y an bai s6 ménh cua
con gai lao, day con bé vao dia nguc, dwa vao cai gi chit?” Poi dong nuéc
mat duc ngau lan dai trén go ma nhan nheo ctia Lt Chi Nguyén, nho xudng
nén gach xanh. Lao noi rat khé, gan nhw 1am bam mo6t minh, “Lao nudi no
muoi bay nam, muwoi bay nam, ttt mot diva bé do hon thanh dira con gai
cham chi ngoan ngoan... Ca doi nay lao chi c6 mgt minh né, lao la mot thg
tha cong hén mon, khong thé cho né nha cao ctra rong, quyén thé nghiéng
troi, vinh hoa phu quy... Nhung du liéu cai mang gia nay, lao cling phai
bdo vé con bé song mot doi yén 6n!”

Hoang T Ha chgt thdy mau néng cudn 1én trong nguc, khée mat cay se.
Co gang kim nwdc mat, nhung khong ngan dwge hinh béng cha minh hién
len.

Thud con & Thanh D6, c6 lan c6 bi cha mang mo, bén gidn doi bo com. Me
bung canh dén do c6 an, xong c6 cu nguay ngudy ngoanh mat di, nao nggo
lai bat gap cha dang ding sau goc cay ngoai san, am tham quan sat minh.

Bi c0 trong thay, cha titc thi quay di, vo nhuw chi tinh ¢ ngang qua, roi
thong tha di tiép.

DPén tan bay gio c¢6 van nhd hinh anh canh cay d6 bong xuéng minh cha,
tuy lic 4y chang thém dé tam, xong hoi twdng lai thay ranh ranh tredc mat,
nhw thé cai bong dy khong d6 xudng ngudi cha, ma da dugc vé vao tam
kham c6 bang mau tuoi.

Chang biét c6 da than thd bao 1au, dén khi Ly Thw Bach cham nhe vao
nguoi, méi dinh than lai duoc.

Chi thay L Chi Nguyén quy dudi cong dwong, da bi gong lai.

Tho6i Thuan Tram dap ban, ngirng lai mét lat mdi hoi: “Ké quy duwdi kia,
nguwoi giét hai Dong Xwong cong chida, hoan quan Nguy Hy Man & phu
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cong chua cung Ton ghé, nguwoi @ phuwong Pai Ninh trong kinh, nhan chirng
vat chitng day du, c6 chiu nhan toi hay khong?”

“Thao dan nhan t0i.” Giong lao ranh rd, qua quyét.

Thoi Thuan Tram nhin ra phia sau, thady hoang dé van ng6i bat dong trén
ghé, 1ong ngwc phap phong dit doi, bén quay lai héi L Chi Nguyén:
“Nguoi con gi dé ndi nita khong?”

L Chi Nguyen lang thinh.

Trewong Hang Anh ditng chéch phia sau 1do mé to mat, dgi lao ngodi lai noi
v&i minh vai 10i gii gam con gai.

Nhung khong hé, cudi cung Lt Chi Nguyén chi ldng 1é lac dau.

Tho6i Thuan Tram lai nhin hoang d€, ngai ngy sac mat tai nhot, nhung hoi
thd da binh 6n hon, map may moi budng ra ba chit: “Xt lang tri.”

Tho6i Thuan Tram ngan nguwdi, con chwa kip cat giong thi nghe “bich” mot
tiéng, Lt Chi Nguyén da nga lan ra, mat may tim tai.

Trong tiéng x6n xao nhon nhao, Chu Tw Tan chay dén trudc tién, nhanh
nhau dat tay 1én mi ho Li tham hoi thé réi vach miéng lao ra, sitng so.

Hoang T Ha vdi héi: “Sao thé?”

“Cé 1é 1ao da giau san vién sap doc trong miéng, chang biét can v& no tw
lic nao, gio thi... khong ciu dugc nita roi.”

Hoang Tt Ha than thd ng6i xu6ng, nhin gwong mat tim ngat cua ldo, nin
lang.

Chu T Tan liéc c6 noi khé: “Thé nay cling tot.”
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Hoang T Ha thé dai, ditng day hoi bam hoang dé. Hoang dé vira nghe néi
lién siét chat tay ghé, gan xanh trén tay go 1én, quat 16n: “Chét r6i u? Chét
nhur thé 1am sao tram ha gian cho dwoc!”

Quaéch thuc phi khéc 16c: “Bé ha, chang phai han con mot dita con géi day
sao? Hang ac doc nay... phéi khién han chét kh6ng nham mat!”

Hoang dé nghe vay thét to: “Con gai ldo dau? Lao ta tron toi thi tram bat

»
!

con gai lao chiu thay

Chu T Tan sg dén giat ban ngwoi, may sao Hoang T Ha phan (tng nhanh
da kéo giat ga lai, ra hiéu bao ga dung ct dong.

“Bé ha...” Thoi Thuan Tram run ray thwa, “Vira roi... cd gai ngat xiu bi bé
ha sai nguoi dwa ra ngoai, chinh la L Tich Thuy con gai pham nhan.”

Bay gio hoang dé mdi swe nhd ra, dung dung noi tran 16i dinh, hiém noi y
chi 1a do chinh minh ban, ngai ngy chang c6 ché nao trit gian, danh giii 4o

that manh, quat 1én: “Mau bat vé day! Du lat tung ca kinh thanh, cling phai
bat duoc a!”

23

Hoang hon Dai buong
Cong Chu Tudc, thanh Trueong An.

Dong ngwdi nwdm nuwgp noi nhau ra vao cong thanh. Gia tré trai gai, si
nong cong thuvong qua lai nhu thoi dua.

Tich Thiy hoa vao dong ngudi, cti dau u rii ra khdi thanh.
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DPring ldc nang budc qua cong thanh, phia sau chgt c6 nguwoi thiic ngwa
chay dén la 16n: “Vé binh canh c6ng Chu Twéc cha y! Hoang thuong cé
chi, 1ap titc truy ling mot o gai tré tén Tich Thady, cao nam thwdc hai tac,
madc vay lua xanh nhat, néu phat hién dwa ngay vé Pai Ly Tu!

Pam vé binh nhat nhat vang da, c6 ngwdi héi lai: “C6 ta pham t6i gi ma
phai giao cho Dai Ly Ty vay?”

Tich Thuy xach gau vay lén, cam cti di thang, nhitng mong minh lan vao
dam dong, khong bi phat hién ra.

Vién quan thong bao lién dap: “Pai Ly Ty cai gi? La khau du cta thanh
thuwgng day! Nghe néi cha a lién quan t6i cai chét cia Pong Xwong cong
chia nén thanh thwvgng mudn x trdm ca nha!”

Co ké ngong nghénh héi van: “Thanh thuvgng mat con gai nén khong cho
con gai hung thu song chi gi?”

“L0i nay ma cling dam n6i ra? Ngwoi khong can mang nita a?” Bén canh c6
nguoi quat khe.

Ké kia tirc thi rut ¢6 lai, khong dam néi nita.

Tich Thuy dung gitta dam dong, nghe nhitng 101 x1 xao binh luan xung
quanh, lai ngd ngang nhé dén cha minh.

Ngudi cha luén hat hai vi nang la phan gai, tirng néi lic nang con nhé xiu,
con bé nay thi duwgc tich su gi, 16n 1én lai cudn géi theo trai, dé cha may lui
thti mot minh thoi.

Khi nang bi bon tré khac bat nat, khéc 16c chay vé, cha lic nao ciing ham
huwc mang: “Con gai con dita chang duoc tich sy gi, chiing danh cho cling
khong dam danh trd.” Nhung may hom sau gap lai, dam tré d6 khong dam
bat nat nang nita, dén tan bay gio nang van khong hiéu vi sao.
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Nang mo co6i me, tit nhé da bac ghé ditng 1én ndu com cho cha. Cha an
nhung chang bao gio khen niva cau. Mot h6m nang theo may ¢6 ban gai di
dang hwong, ltic vé phat hién may chiéc banh thim Ng6 hang x6m dwa sang
cha chang buon déng dén. Cha bao nuot khong troi.

Cha luén muén cé con trai, coi nang nhu t6i ng. Nhung by nhiéu nam nay,
do an thirc mdc ctia nang chang thua bé ban nita phan. Cha ludn néi con gai
phai an mac cho twom tat, Iic ga di mdi doi dwoc thém it tién sinh 1€, xong
c6 lic nang nghi, nhitng dang cay co cyc cha chiu dwng muwoi may nam
nay, c6 bao nhiéu sinh 1é ciing chang bu lai dwoc.

Cha nang tinh tinh c6c can c6 chap, ca doi khéng néi dwgc cau nao mém
mong, lam dwgc viéc gi nhe nhang, cang khong biét phai xay dap mot gia
dinh dam 4m thé nao.

Nang c thé 16n 1én, co lic cling tai than vi mo c6i me, ¢ lic cling ao wéc
duwgce nhw con nha khéc c6 cha chiéu chudong nang niu, con nang, trir ca tinh
quat cwong co chap di truyén nguyén ven tir cha thi chang c6 gi.

Sau khi gap chuyén, cha lic nao cling nghi cach dudi nang di, bat ké nang
vat nai nan ni ra sao. Cudi cung nang bi cha tong ra ctra.

Nhung khi Dwong Stung Co ghé tai nang thot ra chiv “di” dy, twa nhw do
giac, nang chgt nghe thdy tiéng “cut” cia cha khi ném cho nang sgi day
thurng.

Luc ay nang dau dén dén khong thiét song, chi han khong thé chét ngay
tredc mat cha, vy ma gio nhd lai, nwéc mat lai c thé trao ra, khong thé
ghim gitr.

Tich Thuiy chgt nghi, c6 1é tir ltic ay, cha da quyét tha nang cao chay xa bay,
con cha phdi thay nang rtra sach tat ca thu han, chinh tay giét chét nhitng ké
lam hai nang.
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Duédi anh nang gat, Tich Thuiy vira khoc vira ngo ngac budc di.

Chang biét twong lai sé vé dau, cling khong rd c6 thé doan tu cung ngwoi
trong mong nita hay khong, cang khong biét cha minh roi sé ra sao.

Phia sau chgt nhon nhao, r6i mot toan linh tha thanh chay vé phia nang. Ké
cam dau goi to: “Nay c6 kia, c6 mac vay xanh doé, ding lai!”

Tich Thuay biét minh da bi phat hién, treéc mat la dong khong méng quanh,
sau lwng 1a binh linh dudi theo. Nang c6 mot than mot minh, con cé thé di
dwoc dén dau chi?

Troi dat ménh méng, long da ngudi ngat.

Tich Thuy dirng buwdc, cham radi quay dau.

“Tén gi?” Toan linh quat hoi.

Tich Thuy nhat nhoa nwéc mat, kinh hoang nhin ho, khong dam 1én tiéng.

“Mac ké tén vdi ho, c6 ta mac vay xanh, tudi chirng mwoi bay muwoi tam, lai
di m6t minh, c bat veé roi tinh!”

Toan linh xong dén toan bat 1ay nang.

Tich Thiy nham nghién mat, chi thdy noéi thé lwong va bi ai v6 han trao
dang, tredc mat toi sam lai.

Pung ldc toan linh tom duwogc canh tay nang thi mot giong noéi 6n hoa ma
trong tréo vang lén: “Cac vi bat 1Jam nguoi r6i.”

Moi ngudi d6 don mat vé phia tiéng noi kia, chi thdy mot thiéu nién thanh

cao tudn td nhv tric nhw lan, cwdi trén con ngwa nau vang. Han van 4o tay
hep mau thién thanh, y phuc rat déi binh thuong, thét ngwa cling rat doi

https://thuviensach.vn



binh thuwdng, nhung vira trong thay ga, ai ndy déu thay ca thé gian sang
birng 1én, nhw vang dwong 16 rang.

Tich Thuy bét giac giat minh.
La han...

Tuy méGi gap mat mot 1an, nhung ai ma quén dwgc mot ké xuat ching
nhuwong dy? Hudng ho, han con la an nhan cua nha ho Trwong. Chinh la
nguwoi tot bung da am A Bdo di khap cac phuong trong kinh tim sudt hai
ngay, cudi cuing mdi dva dugc n6 vé nha.

Nguoi linh dan dau cling nhan ra han, voi chap tay chao héi: “Chang phai
Vii hoc chinh day v? Hoc chinh biét c6 ta a?”

Mot tén linh bén canh héi nho: “Vii hoc chinh nay la ai thé?”

“Lan tredc nguoi khong & dé a? Chinh la Vii Tuyén Vi hoc chinh & Quéc
T Giam tirng theo Quéach thuc phi va Bong Xwong cong chiia ra ngoai dap
thanh(*) ay! Luc ching ta ngan xa gia lai kiém tra, néu khong nhd Vii hoc
chinh néi do thi thuc phi nwong nwrong va cong chia dién ha da noi tran 16i
dinh, trtrng tri ca doi linh canh r6i!”

(*) Vao ngay tét Thanh minh thang Ba, moi ngwoi thuwong kéo nhau ra
ngoai vira la tdo mo vura la du xuan, goi la hoi Pap thanh. DBap thanh nghia
la giam 1én cé xanh.

“A a! Vii Tuyén thi ta titng nghe néi...”

Chi huy lwdm y, chan ditng nita cau sau roi than nhién chap tay hanh 1é véi
Vi Tuyén.

Vii Tuyén cling xuong ngwa dap 1é, doan giai thich: “C6 gai nay toi biét, la
thi nit trong pht cong chua. Gio cong chua da qua doi, co ta bi dwa ra
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ngoai.”

N6i r6i han quay sang héi Tich Thiy: “Tuy nha c6 & ngay ngoai 6, nhung
van phai di m6t quang, sao chang thdy ai dwa?”

Nhin vao d6i mat trong tréo ctia han, Tich Thiy suc hiéu ra, han dang cttu
minh.

Chang biét nang 1ay dau ra can dam, dp ung dap: “Thi... thi ding thé, hién
gio cong chua... da qua doi, trong phu loan cé 1én, 1dy dau ngwoi di dva toi
nra?”

“T6i cling tién duong, dé toi dua c6 mot doan.” Han chap tay tw biét toan
linh r6i ra hiéu cho 6 1én ngya.

Vién tha linh van ngap ngirng: “Vi hoc chinh, chuyén nay...”

“Sao vay, doi tredng Tra lo ngwa khong chd noi hai nguwdi, dinh cho toi
muon nguwa hay sao?” Vii Tuyén cwoi noi, “Cé diéu lan nay t6i vé Thanh
P06, mugn ngya thi khong tra lai dwgce dau.”

Nu cudi cta y rang r& nhw vang dwong, thanh khiét dén n6i khién nguwoi ta
ty then minh do ban. Vién chi huy bat gidc nghi ngd ban than, véi cuwdi kha
dap: “Vii hoc chinh qua lai... ttm... than thiét v4i phu cong chia, hoc chinh
da néi dwong nhién la khong sao roi. Cé diéu mwon ngwa thi khong dugrc,
ngua cua chung téi déu c6 dau sat nung ctia ty Quan ma, du to6i dam cho
muon, Vil hoc chinh ciing chang dam cuwdi dau, ha ha!”

Vii Tuyén mim cuwdi vo nhe 1én c6 ngwa: “Da vay thi t6i xin co tir.”
Tich Thiay ngan ngo 1én ngwa, di dugc chirtng mét dam, khong thay bong

toan linh kia nita, nang méi phat hién khap nguwdi minh dam dia mo hoi
lanh, Iung ao w6t sting ty khi nao.
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DPi dén mot bén song, thdy may ngudi dang vac hang hoéa l1én thuyeén, Vii
Tuyén ghim cwong ngwa héi: “Sau nay ¢6 dinh thé nao?”

Tich Thuy sitng s0, roi lang 1€ lac dau.

Han lién ra hiéu cho nang xudng ngua, réi lay trong tay nai hai quan tién va
mot bd quan 4o, dan do: “C6 khoac 1én di da, du sao cling dirng méac bo vay
xanh nay nita. T6i khong dem theo nhiéu tién, chia d6i cho c6 mot nira day.
Néu di cung t6i, c6 rat dé bi quan phu lan ra, chi bang 1én thuyén nay, di
dugc dén dau thi di di.”

Tich Thuiy do dy, xong thay han cit chia bo do cung xau tién trudc mat,
nang danh ngai ngung nhan 13y, khé n6i: “Pa ta... an nhan.”

Vi Tuyén chang néi thém ma quay sang sap lai tay nai roi tung minh nhdy
1én ngwa, “Pi dwong can than, toi xin tr biét.”

Tich Thuy 6m boc 4o ding triedc bén song, nhin theo bong han di xa dan,
khong nhin duwoc hoi véi theo: “An nhan, xin héi... vi sao lai cttu t6i?”

Vi Tuyén ghim ngwa, ngodi lai nhin nang. DB6i mat sang trong thoang vé wu
tw va than tho.

Cudi cling, hdn nén tat ca tm tu lai, mim cudi dap: “O Pai Ly Tu, t6i titng
thdy c6 am A Bao, rat diu dang, cling rat can than. T6i nghi ngwoi thé nay
nhat dinh khong phai ké xau. Hy vong veé sau c6 ciing c6 thé am con minh
nhw thé, song mot cudc doi hanh phic.”

Tich Thiy ngan ngo ngang dau nhin han, nghen ngao lap bap: “T6i, t6i
chang biét liéu minh c6 ngay ay hay khong...”

“Co6 chtt, troi cao khong phu ngudoi tot dau.”

No6i doan han gat dau vdi nang roi quay dau ngua di thang.
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Tich Thuay nhin theo béng han, gang kim nwéc mat. Nang lén vao rirng tric
thay do6 roi Ién thuyén.

Ong 14i dang giuc khach. Khach thiwong ai 6m hang nguwdi nay, ngdi ngén
ngang trén san, mot ba 1do vé mat hién ti¥ von va goi nang lai ng6i canh.

Con thuyén day ap ré séng di vao vung nuwéc sau, lac lw theo nhitng nhanh
lau pho phat ma tién 1én.

B0 do cta Vi Tuyén rat rong, Tich Thuy phai xan hét tay va vat 4o lén.
Nang ngoi trong khoang thuyén, tira dau vao khung ctra nan.

Con thuyén luwét trén mat nuwdce 1ap lanh nhu to lua. Tich Thiy than thd nhin
ra mat séng, tr tir hoi twdng lai nhitng nguwoi nhitng viéc quan trong trong
doi.

Bat luan ra sao, nhitng ké lam hai nang déu da bi tri'ng phat, bong t6i bao
pht quanh nang ciing dan dan tan di. Nang tham nghi, nhét dinh phai song,
phai song cho that t6t.

Vi Truong nhi ca, vi ca cha nang.

Giong nhu bao c6 géi binh thwong khac, roi sé c6 mot ngay nang gap lai
nguoi thwong, bé dita con ctia minh va ngudi ay, song binh than ung dung
dwdi anh mat troi, 1ang quén hét thay dén dau.

Phu Quy vuong, dai Cham Luu.

Canh Duc tré vé bam bdo: “Thuwa gia, L Tich Thuy kia... chang biét di
dau mat roi.”

Ly Thuw Bach nhiu may, dat but xudng hoi: “Chang phai cac nguoi da di
theo c0 ta tw PBai Ly Ty hay sao?”
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“Vang, nhung ra dén ngoai thanh, ¢o ay lai bi chu y. NoO tai dang nghi cach
bao vé thi mot ngudi qua dudng da ciu o ay di r6i.” Canh Duc phéan tran,
“NO tai nhd 10i gia dan phai ho tong co dy roi khéi kinh thanh, nén khi thay
co ay 1én thuyén, nd tai khong di theo nita.”

“Um, phti Quy gitip dwoc mot 1an nhung chéng thé lo cho sudt doi, dé ¢o ta
di di.” Nghe ké Tich Thiy da thoat hiém, Ly Thw Bach lién noi.

Canh Duc vang da, nhung van chan chtr chva lui ra. Ly Thw Bach biét y
van con 16i muén thuwa, bén lang yén dé y noi not.

“Ké cttu Lt Tich Thuiy chinh la Vii Tuyén, hoc chinh Quéc T Gidm vtra tw
chire.”

Ly Thu Bach tram ngam tm mot tiéng, chang phéan @ng gi thém.
Canh Duc thong minh, 1ap titc hanh 1é: “N6 tai céo lui.”

Ly Thu Bach phay tay, cho Canh Duc lui ra, mét minh ng6i & d6. Du bon
bé gi6 1ong, y van thay nong ham hap.

Bat giac y ditng day, men theo chiéc cau quanh co bang qua mat hé day sen
nd, di dén dai sanh.

Canh Thu tric nhat hom nay dang ng6i trong sanh bén, vira hén hé noi
chuyeén voi Hoang Tt Ha, vira cung c6 boc guong sen an.

“Ai cha, Sting C6 nay, nghe néi cau sip theo gia dén Thuc ha? P4t Thuc
hay lam, dwgc xuwng tung la x1¢ s& thién dang day, nghe ndi phong canh rat
dep!”

“Vang, chac khong bao 1au nita sé 1én dwong.” C6 chong cam nhin ra mat
ho bén ngoai, dap khé. Anh mét c6 nhin dan vao hu khéng, nhw dang ngdm
ké xa tan chan troi ma gan ngay truedc mat kia.
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Ly Thu Bach ditng ngoai ctta nhin c0, lai nhé Vi Tuyén tirng noi sé dgi co
0 Thanh Da.

Vi Tuyeéen.
Nguoi nay hét siec phirc tap, chang biét phai hinh dung thé nao nita.

Han bi tinh nghi giét ngwoi, co 1€ cling c6 lién quan tGi cai chét cia cha me
c0, xong tam dia lai rat thién lwvong, thwong vo tu giup d& nhitng ngwoi
hoan nan, chang can bao dap; han la tré mo coi, luén cé gang vuon 1én,
nhuwng dong thai lai ty minh sa doa, con day dwa véi hang nguwdi nhw
Quaéch thuc phi. Néu néi han yéu Hoang Tt Ha thi tai sao lai dem thw tinh
lam bang chitng t6 cao c6, con khang khang cho rang c6 la hung tha; néu
bao han han co, thi tai sao lai viit bé tién do ban than, quay vé Thanh D6
doi co veé riva oan?

Hai ngudi trong phong trong thay y, voi ditng day budc ra dgi 1énh.
Y bén ra hiéu cho c6 thap tung, men theo bong liéu bén ho ma di.

Gio6 sen 1ong 1ong thoi tung vat do hai ngwoi, tinh cd cudn ca doi vat 4o vao
nhau, ro6i lai thinh linh tach ra.

Ly Thw Bach dirng chan duwéi béng liéu, ngam nhin mot déa sen nd ro ngay
gan do, cudi cung cling gat phang y nghi trong dau di, khong nhac téi
chuyén Vi Tuyén nita.

“Cé vat nay muon cho nguoi xem.” N6i r6i, y dan c6 di vé phia gac Ngir
Bang.

Gac Ngir Bang la phong am, hién gig tiét troi nong bitc nén y khong & do
nita. Vira bwdc vao, khong khi nong birc bén trong da khién cho ca hai nhé
ngay dén nha kho trong pht cong chua.
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Ly Thu Bach 1ay tir ngan kéo ra chiéc hop cé khoéa cttu cung, maé ra roi lai
m& not chi€c hop nhw déa sen go bén trong, 14y 14 bua dat treeéc mat co.

Hoang T Ha chia ca hai tay cam 14y, khong khoi tron mat ngac nhién.

Trén manh gidy day dan da 6 vang, gitta nhitng hoa van quy di lam nén, cac
chir “co6i géa tan” van twoi réi nhw méi. Xong trir chit “c6i” dwgce khoanh
ngay tr dau, quanh chir “tan” cting da 16 mo mot vong dé.

Suy yéu lui tan, goi la tan.

Vong tron ay van nhat mau, twa ho vira noi I1én khong lau. Nhung vét do
khoanh ldy s6 ménh dy nhw hang con won wét, thoang thoang mui mau
tanh, khién ngwdi nhin khong rét ma run.

Hoang Ttw Ha ngac nhién ngwdc nhin y, giong bat giac cling run lén:
“Vwong gia... Cai nay xuat hién ti lic nao?”

“Khong biét. Sau chuyén lap phi, khuyén do quanh chit ‘gbéa’ cling mo di,
ta lai ban biu, chdang con tam tri nghi dén nita. May hom trwéc thay bon
chon khong yén, suc nhé tdi nd, ben 16i ra xem.” Y dat tay 1én 14 bua, vé
kinh ngac xong khong hé sg hai, “Xem ra lai sap c6 mdt tran phong ba khé
tranh roi.”

“Gan day c6 nhitng ai ra vao gac Ngit Bang?”

“Nhiéu day, tr Canh Duc, Canh Hitu dén dam ngwoi lam vwon, chay vat,
hu6ng ho6 nhitng ngay ta khong & day, néu c6 ngudi dgi thi vé tuan tra di
khoi roi 1én vao, thi cang khong kiém soat n6i.” Ly Thuw Bach nhiu may,

“Pham vi tinh nghi rong qua, khong tra xét titng ngwoi dugce dau.”

“Thwa vang, t6t nhat la tim duwgc mot diém dot pha khac.” Hoang T Ha gat
dau.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Doi di Thanh D6 veé roi tinh.” Poan y dat lai 14 bua vao hop. Du sao ciling
chang dé phong noi, danh gat sang mét bén thoi.

Hoang Tt Ha nhiu may nhin chiéc hop: “Thyc ra ban dau t6i con twéng tha
phap danh cap cay tram Cttu loan ctia hung thu giong cach nhitng khuyén
tron xuat hién réi bién mat trén 1a bua nay co.”

“Xua nay ta luon dich than 1ay va cat né di, chua tirng giao cho ai ca.”

Hoang T Ha gat dau: “Vang, nén dén gio... t6i van chua biét la ké nao
gay ra va han lam thé nao.”

“Han da canh bdo ta, thi ta cling san sang doi mat th6i.” Vé mat Ly Thu
Bach danh lai lanh bang, vo cting binh tinh, “Ta cling muén xem, rot cudc
s6 ménh la do t0 gidy nay viét ra, hay do ta nam git.”

Hoang T Ha nhin y day kinh phuc. Ly Thw Bach quay luvng vé phia mat
troi, tredc mat la 14 bua khoanh chét s6 ménh, xong y van hién ngang dirng
thang, nhu mot ngon ndi ngoc strng sitng ngan nam, lap lanh hao quang,
khong thé nhin gan, cling khéng bao gio chao dao.

Sau cung, c6 ndi khé: “Gia van nén can than la hon.”

Y gat dau, cat chiéc hop vao tu roi tién tay rit birc tranh ctia nha ho Trwong
ra xem: “Con nita, ta nghi y nghia thyc su ctia bitc hoa nay khong phai la
hinh vé ba cach chét dau.”

“Pung thé, chang qua la ching t6i gan ghép vao noéi btra ddy théi.” Hoang
T Ha thé dai, “Nao ngo lao Lit lai ndy ra y twdng giét nguoi tir do, chang
vu an nay voi bire di but cuaa tién hoang, hong tung hoa mu danh Iwa dw

luan.”

“Vé mat nao do, lao ta cling thyc khién ngwdi ta boi phuc.” Ly Thw Bach
dan c6 ra ngoai, r6i sw'c nhé ra mot chuyén, v4i néi ngay: “Con mat ké nita
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cling rat dang phuc. Vwong hoang hau vé cung r6i.”
Hoang T Ha kinh ngac 6 l1én: “Hoang hau ra tay nhanh qua.”

“Trong triéu ngoai noi déu bat man va&i Quach thuc phi, huéng ho gio cho
dwa duy nhét ctia thuc phi 1a Bong Xuwong cong chia da mat, 1ay gi ma
ngan budc hoang hau? Hon nita...”

Y ngoadi lai nhin ¢6 day an y: “Lan nay la Quach thuc phi xin vGi hoang
thwong, dé hoang hau vé cung.”

Nguyén nhan duong nhién la hoang hau uy hiép thuc phi.

Nguoi bén ngoai don rang, Quach thuc phi thuwong xuyén ra vao pha cong
chia, t thong v6i pho ma Vi Bao Hoanh, xong phi chang dé tam.

Mot nguwdi phu nit dem long yéu mot thiéu nién chi xap xi tudi con minh,
chang khac nao lira bén dong hoang, cuon cudn ruc troi, khong gi ngan noi.
Du bitc thu tinh phi mao hiém viét ra bi doi phwong than nhién dot bo, phi
van mu quang si mé.

Xong gio day bong Xwong cong chiia van bao che cho phi da qua dai, co
ho6i dé gap mat Vi Tuyén ciling trd nén hiém hoi. M6i tinh chwa kip vo 16
da gap rut ha man, tr day sé dugc chon sau trong tam kham hai nguoi, chi
con mot cau tho cudi cung, trd thanh chiéc thong long trong vao co phi, bat
ct? lic nao ciling c6 thé kéo phi xudng virc sau muodn tregng.

Phi vinh vién khong phai doi tha ctia Vwong hoang hau, vé moi mat.

“Hoang hau hoi cung ciling hay. Lang mo cua Pong Xwong vugt qua quy cu
khién trong triéu nhon nhdo may ngay nay, ta khong ranh ma héi dén,
nhung chang biét hoang hau vira vé cung liéu c6 at n6i chuyén nay di
khong?”
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Hoang Tt Ha ngac nhién hoi lai: “Gia khong ranh u?”

Trong an twgng cua c6, y von cé thuat phan than, sao lai khong c6 thaoi gian
xtt ly chuyén nay?

Ly Thu Bach quay lai nhin c6, &nh mat sau tham tham: “Pwong nhién, ta
cling khong muén héi. Poi lic ta nghi, khi ngwdi minh tran quy nhat xdy ra
chuyén thi bat ké hang v6 danh tiéu t6t hay la bac khanh twéng dé vieong
déu khong kiém ché noi, lam ra nhitng chuyén khong thé ngan can.”

Thé nén, hoang dé mai bat chap 10i can gian cua triéu than, khang khang
xdy lang md con gai hoanh trang nguy nga, t6 chitc dai tang that to dé thé
hién long thuwong tiéc.

Thé nén, ké c6 chap nhw Lit Chi Nguyén méi vat kiét tam sitc nghi k€ trirng
phat tat ca nhitng ngwoi lam hai con gai minh, dau phai doi dién véi hinh
phat lang tri tung xéo, cling khong hé do du.

Co6 diéu, mot nang cong chuia dwgc nang niu nhw chau bau, xong khong thé
c6 dugce thit minh khao khat, va mot co gai thwong dan khong may gdp nan,
nhing lai c6 nguwoi san sang danh cwoc tat ca dé bao vé, rot cudc ai hanh
phtc hon ai?

“Chang biét sau nay ta c6 con gai hay khong, néu c6 thi né sé thé nao.” Ly
Thw Bach nhin nhitng d6a sen dap dénh trong gio, chgt néi bang quo.

Hoang T Ha dap khé: “Thé gian rat nhiéu ngudi yéu thuwong con gai, nhat
dinh thanh thwgng cling nghi, néu dem tét ca nhitng thi tot dep nhat bay ra
tredc mat con gai, thi Dong Xwong cong chiia sé cé cudc song hanh phiic
nhat, day da nhat trén doi... tiéc rang thanh thwong sai ro6i.”

Ly Thu Bach gt dau, vé tram ngam: “Ai cling n6i hoang thwgng nang niu
Pong Xwong céng chida nhw chau bau, cudc doi cong chia chang thiéu
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thon thit gi, nhung c6 ké nao nhin thau nhitng khoang trong hodac trong doi
cong chua dau?”

Cha nang hét myc cung chiéu, nhung chang hé biét nang muén gi. Thud
nho, nang tirng bi manh sit v& cita ditt tay, tir 4y vinh vién khong con do
choi nita. Cha ban cho nang v6 van chau bau, xong lai twéc di niém vui tho
tré cua nang.

Me nang lay nang ra lam quan c¢ dé tién than, tham chi con gay ra nhitng
chuyén hoang duwong réi dung nang lam bia d& dan, che giau bi mat dong
troi gitta minh va Vii Tuyén. Nhung sau khi nang qua doi, mdéi quan tam
tredc nhat ciia me nang lai la giét sach nhitng ké quanh nang hong bao vé
bi mat.

Chi vi nu cuwdi ctia gd nam t* hang say trén san cau, nang lién chon han lam
chong, nao ngo han vira tham quyén vi nang dem lai, vira si mé mot ké kém
nang vé moi mat.

“Cong chua hen gadp Tién Quan Sach hét 1an nay qua lan khac la vi chwa
bao gio duwgc ném trai cudc song binh thuong. Co 1€ chi tir 6ng ta, cong
chia méi tim thay hanh phitic gidn don ma minh mai mai khong bao gio c6
duwgc.”

Con cho st da bi nguoi khac quén khuat tir 1au, cudc s6ng ma nang chua
tirng ném trai cung tinh cdm cha con binh di chwa bao gio dugc huéng,
khién cong chua lvru luyén khong sao ditt noi, hét Ian nay sang lan khéac 1én
hen gap Tién Quan Sach. Bé&i ca cudc doi, nang chwa bao gio c6 dwoc
nhitng thit dé.

Chang ai nhin thay coi long hoang vu ctia m6t nang céng chia bi vay ham
gitta cung vang dién ngoc. Thay nang khong vui, cha lai ban thém vo van
chau bau, ma nao c6 hay, nang chi khao khat mot con cho st ban ngoai
duong.
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Ly Thw Bach lang thinh hoéi lau, chot thd dai 1am bam: “Chang biét, vé sau
ta sé la m6t nguwoi cha thé nao.”

“T6t nhat la... dirng giong nhw hoang thwong, yéu thwong con gai hét muc,
nhung lai chang biét né thyc sy muon gi.

“Cling ding c6 chap nhw Lit Chi Nguyén, chang biét cach thé hién tinh
cam, ct nghi dan 6ng ma diu dang thi mat mat nén lic nao ciing t6 ra coc
can th6 bao, lam ton thwong con gai.

“Pirng giong nhw Tién Quan Sach, ldc khoé khan nhat thi vitt bo con gai,
dén khi kham khé 1én méi tim vé, ngd rang van con c6 thé ndi lai tinh cam
nhw xwra, lai chang thay gitta d6i bén da ran nit dén mic kho bé han gan.”

Ly Thu Bach quay sang hoi: “Vay nguoi thdy thé nao méi la mot ngudi cha
tot?”

Hoang T Ha im ldng, lai nh& dén nguoi lang lang ditng dwdi goc cay nhin
minh thud bé. Trudc mat c6, ngwdi dy rat hay vo tinh ké chuyén con gai
nha ngudi ta biét khau giay cho cha, nhung sau lung c6 lai hanh dién khoe,
con gai nha t6i con hon mudi con trai nha khac.

Lic nho, c6 tirng nghi cha minh ciing binh thwong thoi, chang khac cha nha
nguoi ta.

Vay ma gio day, co lai thdy khoe mat won wét: “Ngudi cha tot nhat trén doi
ma t6i biét, chinh 1a cha t6i.”

Ly Thu Bach cti dau nhin c6, nin lang.
Trong long y cling dang nh& dén ngwdi da ra di mai mai nam y mwoi ba

tudi. Do tirng 1a ngon nui strng sttng ma thué nhé y ¢t nghi c6 thé nép dudi
sdi canh ménh mong, dé duwgc chd che mua gio.
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Ti€c rang gio day, ca hai ngudi ho déu thanh ké mo c6i.

Trén thé gidi nay, ho chang con ai dé nwong twa nita, bat luan phia truéce la
gi6 mua hay nang gat, déu phai ty minh dan budc ma di.

Mot ngay trede khi ho khéi hanh la tiéc dét dudi cta cha Chu T Tan. Tay
nghé dau bép nha ho Chu rat kha, khach khita déu hai long.

An udng xong xudi thi troi da nga chiéu, liic tién khach ra ctta, Chu Tt Tan
van con tiéc nuoi: “Chi tiéc con thiéu mon banh co lau hoan hao.”

Chiéu vurong cling gat dau: “Pung thé, e rang vé sau khé ma dwgc an
miéng banh c6 1au ngon nhu thé nita.”

Ngac virong Ly Nhuan theo ho xudng thém, téi tredc xe ngwa lai sw'c nhé
ra chuyén gi do, véi quay dau di dén bén canh Ly Thuw Bach: “T ca.”

Ly Thu Bach ngoai lai.

Y ngap ngung giay lat, magi noi khé: “Ban an tuy da khép lai, nhung khong
biét... Tt ca va Dwong cong cong c6 rut ra két luan gi tir birc hinh mau phi
de ve khong?”

“Birc hinh 4y tuy c6 lién quan t&i vu an, nhuwng chang qua hung thu chi
dung né dé danh lac huwéng, khién moi ngwdi tin vao chuyén troi phat ma
thoi.” Ly Thu Bach tram ngdm, “Gan day ta cling tran trd suy tw rat nhiéu.
Ta nghi sau khi tién hoang qua doi, thai phi trong mot ldc tinh tdo hiém hoi
mdi len 1én vé ra bitc hinh dy, dwa theo nhitng gi nhé dwgc vé birc tha bt
cua tién hoang.”

Hoang T Ha tiép 10i: “Nhung hién gio ching t6i van chwa hiéu dwgc nam
XUra vi sao tien hoang lai vé ra bic tranh d6? Buc tranh do co6 y nghia gi.”

https://thuviensach.vn



Ly Nhuan 16 vé bi ai. Y theo Phat nhiéu nam nay, nét mat von thanh thuan,
anh mat xa xam, ldc nay, do6i mat dy trong cang mo mang ngo ngan, chang
biét tam tri da tr6i di tan phwong nao. That lau, y mdi n6i khé: “Lic tién
hoang 1dm chung, tuy thinh thodng c6 tinh lai, nhung khong hé dan do viéc
triéu chinh dai sw, lai di vé bitc hinh nhw vay, chang la 1am u? Sau khi tién
hoang bang ha, mau phi vi dau x6t qua do ma thanh ra It 1an, 1an duy nhat
tinh tdo trg lai, ba da vé phong theo di bt tién hoang giao cho dé... bé
nghi han bitc hinh dé rit quan trong, c6 1€ bén trong an chita... bi mat
quyét dinh twong lai ctia cd Pai Buong va hoang tdc ho Ly.”

Bai khi giao pho bitc hinh nay, mau phi titng néi, thién ha Pai Duong sap
mat! Giang son déi cha roi!

Bay gio, mau phi con dadn y, Nhuan nhi phai nhé ky, khong dwgc than thiét
vOi Quy vuong...

Ly Nhuan lai nhin Quy vwong Ly Thu Bach trudc mdt. Gio day, Ly Thu
Bach da thanh nhan vat xuat sac nhat trong hoang that Dai Buwong, la tru
cot triéu dinh, la ké duy nhat ganh vac co nghiép nha ho Ly. Tai sao me
rudt y lai ngdn y tiép xtc nhiéu véi Quy vuong.

La mau phi Iu 1an 1an than, hay vi ba biét dugc sw that khiing khiép nao do,
nén mai hé 10 vGi y?
Ngay sau khi tién hoang bang ha, mau phi trong dém da hoéa dién. La vi bi

thvong qua do, hay con... ngi tinh kinh khiing nao ma y chwa doan ra?

Ly Nhuan chang dam nghi tiép, than thd mot hoi, dang dinh ti biét Ly Thw
Bach thi Chu T Tan tién xong khach rao bwdc di dén: “Vwong gia, Sung
C0, vira r6i nhac dén banh c6 1au, t6i lai nhd ra mot chuyén! Trwong nhi ca
nghi viéc ¢ Ta Kim Ngo Vé ro6i, cac vi biét chwa?”

Hoang Tt Ha ngac nhién hoi: “Tai sao?”
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“A, theo tdi dén cho Tay s& r5.”

Chu Tt Tan kéo ho dén cho Tay. Tiém nhang dén nha ho Lit van mé ctra,
c6 diéu nguwoi ngobi bén trong lai 1a Trwong Hang Anh va anh trai chi dau
ga.

Thay bon ho, Trirong Hang Anh v6i ditng day hanh lé v6i Ly Thue Bach
truedce tien.

Ly Thu Bach gat dau y bao mién 1€, r6i nhin quanh héi: “Nguwoi sap tiép
quan tiém nay u?”

Truwong Hang Anh gat dau, r6i lai lac dau: “Hom qua dia bao(*) dén nha,
tiéu nhan madi biét. Thi ra... tiém nay von la lao Lt thué, dau thang nay
md&i doc hét tién bac tich cop mua lai.

(*) Lyc lwvong lam nhiém vu bédo vé ¢ dia phuong.

Hoang T Ha ngudc nhin d6i nén long phuwong trén gia, budt miéng:
“Truwong nhi ca, doi nén nay trudc day lao L néi la khdng ban.”

“Unm, t6i nghi, ngay sau t6i va A Pich thanh than... c6 thé dung.” Trwong
Hang Anh dap khé.

Ly Thu Bach nhiu may: “Lir Chi Nguyén pham t0i phai chém ca nha, e
rang ctra tiém nay ciing sé bi sung cong.”

“Khong, ctra tiém nay, lao Lit... sau khi mua lai da lap tc ban sang tay cho
tiéu nhan.” N6i doan ga rut re rut gidy to ra cho ho xem, “Céac vi nhin nay,
day la van ty dat, van ty nha... Hom A Dich dugc tha tit Pai Ly Ty vé, ldo
Lit da di theo sat got, dén tan nha to6i. T6i c¥ ngd la muwdi quan tién cam
bitc tranh lam sinh 1é cho Tich Thudy, nén that tha diém chi vao bién lai 6ng
ay dwa ra, nao ngo...”
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Thi ra L Chi Nguyén da sap x€ép tat ca moi chuyén, day ciing c6 thé hiéu
la hanh vi thwra nhan Truwong Hang Anh.

Hoang Tt Ha khong nén dugc tiéng thé dai: “Vay huynh dinh mé hang &
day ha?”

Truwong Hang Anh lac dau: “Khong, ctra hang nay la cha A Dich dé lai cho
o ay, toi da ban bac véi ca nha r6i, sé gilt nguyén tén hiéu, dat dudi danh
nghia cta t6i va A Dich, nho anh trai chi dau toi trong nom ho; con toi sé di
tim A Dich... Nhu vay du to6i khong tim dwoc thi néu c6 ngay co dy quay
vé, cling sé tim dén nha minh, cung anh trai chi dau doi t6i tré vé...”

Hoang Tt Ha dé hoe mét héi: “Cha huynh thi sao? Ong ciing déng y u?”

“Trwdc day lac 6ng bénh nang, toi phai ra ngoai lam viéc, nho c6 A Bich
ngay dém cham soc, 6ng méi dan dan khée lai. Lan nay ong bao, néu t6i
khong tim thdy A Dich thi dirng vé nita.”

Chu T Tan cling nghen ngao: “Trwong nhi ca, ta tin A Dich nhat dinh sé
vé ma.”

“T6t nhat la trong vong may nam ding vé, dgi khi nao moi chuyén im ang
da.” Ly Thw Bach nhin vg chong Truwong Hang Vi dang ldi hii don dep cira
tiém, lai ngdm doi nén hoa tinh xao tuyét luan kia, néi thém: “Cé diéu,
khong phai lo phia quan phu ray ra vé tiém nay dau, c dé ta lo liéu.”

Truwong Hang Anh v6i cam kich vai lay. Hoang Tt Ha chang ngd Ly Thw
Bach lai chu dong dé nghi gitip d& Trwong Hang Anh, c¥ ngan ra nhin y
kinh ngac, khong biét néi gi.

Ly Thuw Bach dwa mat sang c6, gwong mat von binh than nhw mat ho lang
song, lic nay khoe moi lai hoi cong 1én, dé 16 nu cuoi.
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Nhu vang duwong 16 rang, diu dang ma rang rd, khién tim c6 bat giac dap
ron lén.

Lic quay vé, ngang qua chua Tién Phic, ba ngudi lién ré vao thap hwong
cau khan.

“Lan nay con vé Thuc, xin ditc Phat phu ho dé doc dwong binh an, van sy
nhu y. Nguyén cho con s6m bat duwgc hung thi, an i vong linh nguwdi nha.”

Hoang Ttw Ha chap hai tay cau khan tredc bé Phat.

Khéi hvong bang lang phtt m& gwong mat c6, nhw swong mu van vit quanh
doa thuwgc duwgc, mit mo hw ao.

Chu Tt Tan nghiéng dau nhin c6 dén ngady ngudi roi lang 1€ 1ui lai may
buwdc, dén canh Ly Thw Bach, hoi khé: “Vwong gia c6 thay...”

Ly Thu Bach dang nhin Hoang Tw Ha tw xa, ho hitng hoi: “Gi cg?”

“Duong Sung Co tuy la hoan quan, nhuwng trong con dep hon con gai nita...
Gia n6i xem néu y khong tinh than thi hién gid sé thé nao?”

Ly Thu Bach thoang ngan ngudi, roi than nhién nhin di cho khac: “Co 1€ sé
cao hon, den hon, vai rong hon, dwong nét cing cap tho thap hon.”

Chu T Tan tic toc hinh dung khung xwong va vé ngoai cia Dwong Sung
Co theo 10i Quy vuong, roi tiéc nudi nhan xét: “Thoi thoi, ¢ nhw thé nay
thi hon.”

Luc ra vé, ho thdy m6t dam hoa thwgng dang dung day thirng kéo hai cay
nén 1én dyng tredc Pai Hung bao dién xudng.

Chu Tt Tan chay lai héi: “Cac vi s¢ nang thiéu mwa x6i lam bién dang, nén
dinh ha nén xuéng cat vao kho u?”
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Cac hoa thugng ai ndy dam dia mo hoi, vira lo kéo tha day vira gat géng
dap: “Ai roi ma cat vao kho? Nghe no6i nguoi tho lam doi nén nay giét
nguoi nhw ngée, ca Bong Xwong cong chiia ciing chét dudi tay y, cira Phat
thanh tinh sao cé thé dung thit nay dwgc nita?”

Noi roi ho hgp sttc khiéng doéi nén vira kéo do dén ho phéng sinh da rit can
nuwoc.
O d6 da dét sin mot dong liva. Cac nha sw quing ddi nén 16n vao, ngon lita

16n tie thi bung 1én, lam sap nén chdy ra, chay lach tach, luwdi Itta cling boc
cao dén ca trugng.

Céac nha sw ditng quanh ho phéng sinh déu cti dau 1am nham doc kinh,
thanh tay ta ma.

Chiéu ha n6ng ham hap, khi néng tir dong ltra khong ngirng tap vao mat
nhw s6ng, co ho muén nwéng chin nhitng ngwdi quanh do.

Chu Tt Tan lui lai may budce, thdy Hoang T Ha van ditng yén thi nhac
nhag: “Sung Co6 lui lai di, can than bi bong bay gio!”

Nhuwng Hoang T Ha gan nhu khong nghe thay gi ca. Co ditng than tho bén
dong Itra, nhin cham cham tdm nén vira 19 ra sau khi 16p sap tan chay. Trén
16p vai thé boc 1ay sgi bac, c6 mot hang chit nhé.

Nguyén cho Lt Tich Thiy con gai con dwgc binh an vui vé, sudn sé sudt
doi.

Tin nam L Chi Nguyén cung duong.
L Chi Nguyén da am tham viét ra hang chit nay. Bang 1& n6 sé la bi mat

duwgc tho phung trede Phat dién cho tdi khi ngon nén chay tan, khong mot
ai hay biét.
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Xong ltic nay day, nhitng con chit bang nhii vang dy dang quan queo roi
troc ra trong lira, hét thay bi mat déu bi ngon Itta nuét chitng, nha ra tro tan,
cudi cung bi luéng khi néng cudn lén, tan tac trén khong, chang con dau
tich.

Bon bé chi c6 tiéng tung niém ri ram.
Hoang hon Treong An nhe nhang phu 1én ca tram ngan nguoi.

Hoang hon ctia Bai Buong cling tir tir budng xudng.
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