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POI LOI VE CO LONG

18 gio' 3 phat ngay 21 thdng 9 ndm 1985, tdc gia tiéu thuyét vo hiép noi
tieng Co6 Long qua doi tai bénh vién Trung Hoa Khai Phong, thanh phé
Dai Bac. Vo s6 doc gia dau long roi 1é. C6 dai hiép bdy gio chua dén 50
tubi da sém qua doi, 6ng troi qud la ghen véi bdc ky tai!

Nhung cdi tén C6 Long va nhitng tdc phdm day tdm huyét cia 6ng khéng
hé mai mot. That khé ma tin:

“Tiéu Ly Phi dao thanh tuyét hwong,
Nhéan gian bat kién S¢ Lwu Huong”
(Tiéu Ly Phi dao 10i da dut

Nguoi doi chang thady S& Lvu Huong)

Day la db6i lien ma nha vadn Kiéu Ky viéng Co Long. Nguoi viét (Tran Mac)
thi tin rdng:

“Poi da mat Co Long
Trong long con Co Long”
Nhuw déi lien ma nha van Nghé Khuong viéng Co Long.

Nam 1995, C6 Long qua doi da 10 ndm, Chau Hai xuat ban xa da xudt ban
mot bo “Co Long toan tap” va bdn rdt chay. Piéu dy cho thdy sdch ctiia Co
Long van dugc doc gia hoan nghénh.
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Thdng 9 ndm 1995, tai Bdc Kinh, t6i gdp mot nguoi ban ctia Co Long la
tién sinh Vu Bong Lau. Ong dy cif ddn di ddn lai: “Anh nhdt dinh phdi
nghién cttu vé Co Long” - ddng sau 10 dy la mét niem kinh mén doi véi Co
Long, khién nguoi ta phdi xtc déng. Thdng 9 ndm 1995, nha xuat ban Nhan
dan ¢ T Xuyén xudt bdn cuén “Co6 Long truyén” cua Pam Hién Mau. Tdc
gid sdch “Co6 Long truyén” rdt nhiét tinh yéu mén Co6 Long, ra sifc chitng
minh rdng “truéc Co6 Long khong co tdn phdi” va con chitng minh rdng
“Cé6 Long vuot cd Kim Dung”. Y kién dy duong nhién la dai biéu cho quan
diém cua moét s6 doc gid, ddc biét la nhitng nguoi mé Co Long.

Nguoi viét con nghe néi 6 Qudng Péng c6 mét vi la Phi Diing viét mot
cubn “Co Long truyén ky” sdp xudt ban. Nhitng diéu dy cho thdy dung la
“Trong long con C6 Long”.

Co Long tén thdt la Hung Diéu Hoa, sinh nam 1937 tai Hong Kéng. Song
than ctia Co Long bat hoa dén mifc phdi ly hén, khién Co Long thoi tho du
thuwong dau kho, c6 doc. Co Long ciing khong phdi la mét dita tré ngoan,
chwa dén tubi thanh nién da boé nha ra di tw kiém séng, trong vong mdy
chuc ndm sau hau nhu khéng cé quan hé vdi gia dinh, mdi dén khi C6 Long
om ndng nam trong bénh vién, thdn phu ctia éng mdéi tim dén tham. Day
hdan la moét nguyén nhdn khién Co Long trdnh khéng nhdc dén nhirng
chuyén da qua.

Khodng 13, 14 tudi, Co6 Long roi Hong Kéng dén Pai Loan hoc tdp vdi
muc dich ty minh kiém song. Bdi vdy sau khi tét nghiép cao trung (cdp III),
Co Long thi vao khoa Anh Vdn cta truwong dai hoc Bam Giang. Truong
nay quy ché rat nghiém. Co Long rdt thich doc sdch nhung chu yéu doc
sdach ngoai chuong trinh hoc tdp, lai thém co thoi quen ty do tdn man,
muén ty kiém séng nén thuong boé hoc, dén noi chi hoc & truong nay duoc
1 ndm. Pdy ciing la mét vi du vé tinh cdch quyét dinh s6 phan.

Ttr nhé Co6 Long dd rdt yéu vdn hoc va cling cé ndng khiéu, ndm 19 tudi da
ddng tdc pham dau tay. Vé sau vira viét tiéu thuyét vira viét tan van, tho ca
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ddng rdi rdc trén cdc bdo. Nhung bdy gio ciing chua cé danh tiéng gi.
Chdng thé dwa vao nhudn but dé song, chang trai cang sot rudt thi viét
cang khoéng dat, viét khong dat lai cang sét rudt, roi tru khong noi lai phdi
dobi cdch khdc. Vira khéo bdy gio tiéu thuyét vo hiép rat thinh hanh, Co
Long bén budc vao thé gidi vo hiép nay. Pau tién chang trai tré Co Long
nhdn lam “thuong thi” (tic viét theo dé cuong ctia nguoi khdc) cho 3 tdc
gia dd thanh danh duong thoi la Ngoa Long Sinh, Gia Cat Thanh Van va
Tw Ma Linh. Chdng bao ldu sau thi tw minh déc Idp sdng tdc. Nam 1960,
Co Long xudt bdn tiéu thuyét vé hiép dau tay ctia minh. D6 la b “Thuong
khung than kiém” (Than kiém giita troi xanh), do “Dé Nhat xuat ban xa”
xudt ban; tir dé bat dau viét lién tuc cho dén nam 1984.

C6 Long radt thich két giao bdng hitu. Ong thich ruou vi “ruou lam cho
cudc hoi ngd vaoi ban be thém vui vé”, 6ng thich dan ba nhung cé thé “vi
ban ma bé roi dan ba.” Yén Thanh trong bai “Lan dau gap Co6 Long” da
viét:

“Co Long thich két giao bang hitu, tir tao nhdn mdc khdch dén nguoi bdn
hang, cht linh quén 6ng déu qui mén. Co Long quen biét khdp thién ha
nhung nguoi thuc sy hiéu 6ng lai chdng nhiéu. V&i ban bé 6ng cé thé tho 16
tam tinh, nhung chu dé cua tdc phdm “Luu tinh. Ho diép. Kiém” Igi la:
“Ké dich ddng sg nhdt ctia anh thuong thuong la nguoi ban than gan giii
cua anh”. Néu “van la nguoi” thi cdu néi trén hd chang khién cho ban bé
thdy lanh gdy sao?”

DPinh Tinh, dé tir ctia C6 Long trong bai “Toi v6i Co Long” ciing chirng
thuc rdng:

“Co6 dai hiép la mét nhdn vat truyén ky, nhung 6ng khéng phdi la bac
thanh, ong cting chi la mét con nguoi binh thuong. Con nguoi binh thuong
von hay sai lam. Thuc ra C6 dai hiép c6 lam diéu gi sai thi cling khéng
phdi la do ac y. Con khi 6ng danh nguoi thi cting chi vi 6ng say ru'ou ma ra
nhu thé™.
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Nhitng dan chitng trén cho thdy C6 Long thich két giao bdng hitu, tdm long
lvong thién, thanh thuc. Nhung dong thoi Co Long ciing rat nhay cdm, da
nghi, hay cdu toan va ly twéng héa, khi say cé thé tré nén nong ndy va
néng néi - nghia la 6ng cé cd nhitng wu diém va nhuoc diém ctua mét con
nguoi binh thuong.

Cubi cung, cé Ié cling nén noi mét chiit vé ngoai hinh ctia Cé Long. Dam
Hién Mdu trong cuén “Co Long truyén” da viét:

“Co Long twdng mao tam thuong, vi thé trong long 6ng cé mdc cdm ndng
né nhung do vén kiéu ngao nén khéng dé 16 diéu dy ra. Ong chi cao 1,56m
theo nhwr cdch noi ché giéu thi vira “dat tiéu chudn tan phé”. Mot “chu
[in” nhw thé thi chdng cé gi dé ma khoe mé. Néu ditng bén mét nguoi dan
ba dep, Co Long khéng khoi cdm thdy xdu hé. Than hinh thdp nhé da danh,
dau lai to nhu cdi dau, mat nhé miéng réng, dén tudi trung nién nguoi lai
mdp ra, nguoi hdm mé thuong dua vui “thdn hinh béo lun day hdp dan”.

Vé mdt tam thuong, voc ddng béo lun dy Ié ra chdng dnh hudng gi dén tai
ndng va sdng tdc cta 6ng, thé nhung trén thuc té lai chua chdc da vay. Chi
it diéu dy ciing dnh hudéng dén quan hé ctua 6ng doéi vdi dan ba, ttr do ma
gidn tiép dnh huwong dén tang sdu tam ly cua 6ng. Co Long cuc ky théng
minh, tai hoa va nhay cdm, chinh vi thé véc ddng twéng mao cta 6ng khién
ong ddy mdc cam tu ti, diéu nay duong nhién cé dnh hudéng dén sdng tdc
cua ong.

V&i nhitng nét phdc thdo vé thdn thé, cu¢c doi, thi hiéu va twéng mao cta
Co0 Long nhv vdy, chiing t6i hi vong cé thé phdan nao gitp ban doc hinh
dung dugc tinh cdch va ddc trung cua Co Long. Trong do co bdn la vi tw ti
ma thich cao 16n, thich manh mé. Néu khéng nhu thé Co Long da khong co
gdng tu kiém séng tir khi chwa dén tudi thanh nién, ciing khéng sém bé hoc,
ddn than vao xa hoi nhu thé. Nghién ruou, hiéu sdc la biéu hién bén ngodai,
khao khdt cao I6n, manh mé lai la wéc vong tham kin bén trong. Cang khao
khat cang that vong khién Co Long lao vao sdng tdc tiéu thuyét vo hiép, c6
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gang tim toi cdch tdn dé trd nén noi tiéng, vuot qua cdi mdc cdm ty' ti vé
ngoai hinh, dem cdi xudt sdc cua tai ndng dé bu dap cho khiém khuyét ctua
dung mao. Chinh dva vao khi chdt nhw thé lai thém dong lvc ndi tdm sdu
sdc nhu thé nén nhiéu tdac pham hay, dat téi danh tiéng ldy Itrng nhu thé.

Tran Mac
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1 - Phi dao gdp khodi kiem

Gio6 lanh nhu dao chém xudng, dung mat dat lam cai thét, moi loai sinh vat
nhw ca thit nam trén thét chiu dao. Ngan dam tuyét bay, vii tru nhw mot 1o
Itra hitng, nung van vat chdy ra sang trang nhw bac long.

Tuyét sap ding roi, nhung gié chwa ngung thoi. Mot c6 xe ngua chay twr
phwong bac dén, banh xe nghién nat bang tuyét nghe rao rao, nhung khong
nghién noi troi dat tich mich tiéu so.

Ly Tam Hoan ngap mot cai, dudi thang chan ra, gac 1én tdm da diéu mém
mai. Trén xe tuy am ap thw thai, nhung con duwong lai dai, quéa dai, qua c6
don. Trén thé gian nay, chang chan ghét nhat la c6 don, nhung lai phai
thuwong xuyén lam ban véi co don.

“Kiép song cta con ngwoi von diy mau thuan, ai khong chiu thi cling
chang lam gi dugc.”

Ly Tam Hoan thd dai mét tiéng, 16i mot bau rwgu trong goc xe ra, vira hép
mot ngum 16n da ho sdc sya. Con ho lam sac mat cua chang bién sang mau
dé day bénh hoan, tya nhw thé xac lan linh hén chang dang bi Itta dia nguc
thiéu dot tw bén trong, da doé ra t6i ngoai da.

Binh rwgu da can, chang lay dao ra bat dau khac mot hinh nguwdi, may ngén
tay thon dai day khi lwc diéu khién miii dao vira méng vira bén ngot.

Pay la hinh mét nit nhan dwgc khac rat thuan thuc, nét mat vira thuy mi vira
my 1é, tréng rat song dong.

Chang khong chi tao cho nang mot dang vé dong long ngudi, ma con tao
cho nang linh hoén va sinh mang, dwong nhu sinh mang va linh hon cua
chang da theo lwGi dao tir tr truyén vao hinh twong.
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Chang khong con tré nita.

Khoée mat ctia chang day nép nhan, moi nép nhan nhw chita day lo du va bat
hanh cta kiép nguwdi. Nhwng doi mat ctia chang con rat tré.

DP6i mat nay that la ky di, xanh biéc long lanh tya nhw canh liéu lay dong
tredc gié xuan diu dang linh hoat, lai twa nhw nwéc bién dwdi mat troi mua
ha day sttc song, lam cho ngwdoi ta vui vé.

Duwong nhu déi mat tinh anh nay da giit chang séng dwoc dén tan ngay nay.

Hinh da khac xong, chang cham chdm ngam nhin day vé luyén tiéc. Chang
ngam nhin khéng biét da bao l1au, r6i vut day civa ra nhdy xudng xe.

DPai han danh xe voi quat 1én mot tiéng, dirng co xe ngra lai.

Pai hdn nay mat rau quai nén, anh mat sac bén nhw mat chim wng, nhung
khi nhin vao mat Ly Tam Hoan thi 1ap titc &nh mat diu han lai, day vé trung
thanh va cam thong, nhw anh méat ctia mét con ché dit nhin chu nhan.

Ly Tam Hoan khoét mot 16 sdu trén mat bang tuyét, chon vui hinh tuwgng
vira diéu khac xudng, roi dirng sitng nhin ng6i mé tuyeét.

Mudi ngén tay chang da dong citng, mat mii lanh dén dé hong 1én, ca than
minh bam day hoa tuyét, nhing chang nhw khong biét lanh, van ding trudc
ngoi mo tuyét, twa nhw trong dé c6 mot ngwdi than, twa nhw khi chang chon
vui “nang” trong dé roi, sinh mang chang sé khong con y nghia nita.

Néu la mot ai khac chitng kién hanh dong cua Ly Tam Hoan thi nhat dinh
sé rat kinh ngac, nhung dai han danh xe c6 vé da quen roi. Ga diu giong
néi: “Troi sap toi roi, dwong hay con xa lam, thiéu gia mau 1én xe di.”

Ly Tam Hoan cham chap quay minh lai, chot phat hién bén vét banh xe lai
con c6 mot hang dau chan, cd doc tir phwong bac dén day, lai cd doc di vé
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phia truéce.

Dau chan han rat ro, hién nhién ngwoi dé6 da di mot quang duong xa lam,
mét mai lam roi, nhuwng han van tiép tuc di, khong chiu dirng lai nghi ngoi.

Ly Tam Hoan lai thd dai, cham rai néi: “Thai tiét thé nay, lai c6 nguwdi mot
minh d6i tuyét ma di. Ta nghi, nhat dinh han dang c6 doc dang thwong

b4 »

lam.

Pai héan rdu khong néi gi, nhung tham than thd: “Chang 1€ thiéu gia khong
c6 doc dang thwong sao? Sao thiéu gia ct phai cdm thong cho nguwoi khac?
Sao thiéu gia ¢ quén mat ban than minh...”

Duéi san xe day nhitng khic go thong ran chac, Ly Tam Hoan lai bat dau
khac, tha phap cuc ky tinh xdo, thuan thuc, cé thé vi ban tay chang vinh
vién chi khac hinh mét nguoi.

Nguoi nay khong nhitng da chiém cé trai tim, ma con da chiém tron than
thé chang.

Tuyét cudi cung cling nging roi, nhung troi dat van lanh 1€o, vé thé lvong
tich mich cang day. Cling may ma trong luéng gi6 thdi ti phia trudc da co6
lan tiéng buwdc chan nguoi.

Am thanh nay nhe hon tiéng v6 ngwa nhiéu, nhung do lai 1a am thanh Ly
Tam Hoan dang cho doi, nén du am thanh nay c6 nhe hon nhiéu nita, chang
van nghe rat ro rang.

Chang vén réem ctta bang da diéu, m& ctra sO nhin ra.

Trén mat tuyét phia trwdc, hién ré6 mot bong nguwdi co doc.
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Nguwoi dé di rat cham, tuy nghe ti€ng banh xe 16c coc va tiéng ngwa hi,
nhung tuyét nhién khong quay dau nhin lai. Han khong che du, cting khong
doi non, tuyét roi trén dau trén mat han theo c6 ma chay xudng, wét dam
chiéc 40 mong.

Lung han thang bang, than thé khong run ray chit nao, tita nhw dic bang
dong bang sat, mét mai doéi rét khong khuat phuc dwgc han.

Duong nhw khong gi cé thé khuat phuc dugce han!
Lic c6 xe ngwa viegt qua, Ly Tam Hoan nhin rd duwgc khuén mat han.

L.6ng may han rat dam, mat rat to, déi moi méng mim lai nhw sgi chi. S6ng
mii thang cang lam nét mat c6 vé ém hon.

Nét mat nay rat dé lam ngudi ta nghi dén da hoa cwong, quat cwong, kién
dinh, lanh nhat, khong quan tdm chuyén gi, tham chi khéng quan tam dén
ban than minh.

Nhung dé lai 1a mot khuén mat tudn ti nhat ma Ly Tam Hoan da thdy. Tuy
han con tré, chwa chin chan lam, nhung da cé si'c mé hodc ngudi ta.

Anh mét ctia Ly TAm Hoan dwong nhuw 16 vé cudi. Chang day ctia xe ra, 1én
tiéng goi: “Lén xe di! Ta cho di nho mét doan.”

Mot cau noi rat don gidn nhung rat c6 siec thuyét phuc. Gitta vung bang
tuyét ménh moéng khong cé cho tan cung nhw thé nay, dé nghi dé qua la
khong c6 ai tw chéi dugc.

Nao ngo ga thiéu nién chang hé nhin lai, chan budc déu déu, tva nhw khong
nghe thay gi.

Ly Tam Hoan hoi: “Nguoi diéc u?”
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Ga thiéu nién dot nhién dat tay vao can kiém deo lung lang bén hong. Ban
tay ga bi gia lanh lam trang béch nhw ca chét, nhung dong tac cyc ky linh
hoat thuan thuc.

Ly Tam Hoan cwoi: “Thi ra ngwoi khong diéc. Lén xe di, uéng mot ly rugu
cho am bung. B6i véi bat ctt ai thi mot ly riwgu cling chang c6 hai gi.”

Ga thiéu nién dap cdc 16c: “Ta khéng udng dwgc!”

Cudi cung thi han cling m& miéng néi dwgc mét cau. Nhitng nép nhan &
du6i mat Ly Tam Hoan gon lén nét vui twoi, nhung chang khéng cudi ra
miéng, chi diu dang no6i: “Ta modi nguwoi uéng, khdng can nguoi phai bo tién

»

mua.

Ga thiéu nién dap: “Khong phai vat cua ta mua thi ta khong dung, khong
phai regu cta ta mua thi ta khong uéng. Ta n6i du ré chwa?”

Ly Tam Hoan gat dau: “Ro rang lam.”
Ga thiéu nién tiép: “T6t. Huynh di di.”

Ly Tam Hoan im lang mét chut, chot cwoi: “Toét. Ta di, nhuwng lic nguoi
mua rugu thi c6 moi ta mot ly khong?”

Ga thiéu nién ngac nhién nhin lai, dap: “Cé. Ta sé mdi huynh.”

Ly Tam Hoan cuwdi to, co xe di nhanh vugt 1én. Bong ga thiéu nién dan dan
mat htt.

Ly Tam Hoan van cudi, cat tiéng héi: “Nguoi da thdy mot ga thiéu nién ky
la nhw vay chwa? Nhin thi c twédng han da trdi qua vo s6 giong bao trén
doi, khong ngo han noéi chuyén that tha, ngdy tho dén thé.”

Pai han danh xe diém nhién dap: “Han ciing chi 1a mdt dira tré quat cuong

ma thoi.”
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Ly Tam Hoan hoéi: “Nguoi c6 thay thanh kiém han deo bén hong khong?”
Pai han rau mim cwdi héi lai: “Cai d6 ma goi la mot thanh kiém sao?”

No6i ding ra, vat d6 khong thé goi la thanh kiém, chi 1a mot thanh sat nhon
dai ba thwéc, khong co lwdi bén, khong c6 miéng che tay, cling khong cé
chudi kiém. O mdt dau thanh st chi c6 hai miéng gd méng kep vao dé
cam, khong 1é d6 goi la chudi kiém hay sao?

Ga danh xe cwoi cwoi ndi tiép: “Theo ta thay thi d6 1a mét mon dé choi con

nit.”
Lan nay Ly Tam Hoan khong cuwdi ma lai thd ra: “Theo ta thdy thi mén do
choi ay rat nguy hiém, tét nhat la khong nén dua véi han.”

Cudi cung thi c6 xe cling dén mot thi trdn nhd. Thi trdn nay cé mot khach
diém lai cang nhé, nhung lic nay day khach dang bi ket lai vi bao tuyét,
nén kha chat choi, that la nao nhiét.

Trudc san khach diém c6é dén mudi mady co tiéu xa trong rong, phu chiéu
cét, trén chiéu pha day tuyét. Duwdi mai nha phia déng dang cam mot ngon
coO bdo tiéu mau nau sam vién vang, bi gi6 théi phan phat nén that khé ma
nhan ra hinh théu kim tuyén trén do6 la dau cop hay dau su tu.

Phong trudc khach diém la noi an uong, khach ra vao khong ngét, déu la
nhitng dai han khoac 4o da thd. Nhiéu ké udng xong vai ly rugu lai phanh
nguc ao ra, nhv mudn biéu dién rang ta day khong biét sg lanh la gi.

Lic Ly Tam Hoan dén d6 thi phong an khach diém khong con cho nao
trong cad. Nhung chang khong lo lang chit nao, vi chang da hiéu rang trén
thé gian nay, chi can c6 tién la c6 thé mua dwoc tat ca nhitng thit c6 thé mua
duwgc bang tién. Chang len vao dugc mot cai ban trong hoc, goi 1dy mot
binh rwgu, ngoi udng tw tur.
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Ly Tam Hoan u6éng khong nhanh lam, nhung cé thé uéng may ngay may
dem khong nghi. Chang uéng rugu khong ngirng, ho cling khong ngting.
Bén ngoai troi da toi sam.

Pai han rau di vao, tién dén sau lung chang, khé noi: “Trén gac con mot cai
phong & phia nam da stra soan sach sé, chirng nao thiéu gia mét thi 1én do6
nghi.”

Ly Tam Hoan twa nhw biét trudc ga danh xe sé lam xong viéc do, chi gat
dau. Mot lic sau, ga danh xe vut néi: “Cé kha dong nguwdi cia Kim Sw tiéu
cuc trong khach diém nay, dwong nhu ho mdéi giao hang xong tré vé.”

Ly Tam Hoan hoéi: “Cha! Tha linh cta ching la ai?”
Ga danh xe dap: “Chinh la Cap phong kiém Gia Cét L6i.”

Ly Tam Hoan chau may, nhung r6i lai cwoi: “Tén ngdng cuong do song
dén ngay nay, ké ra cling khong phai dé.”

Tuy néi chuyén véi nguwoi ditng sau lung, nhwng mat cia Ly Tam Hoan c
nhin ra ctta 16n dang budng rem kin mit, hinh nhw dang dgi ai.

Ga danh xe n6i ngay: “Chu bé dy khong di dwoc nhanh, phdi qua canh mot
mdi dén day.”

Ly Tam Hoan cwoi: “Theo ta thi han khéng phai la khéng di nhanh dugc,
chi vi khong muén phi sttc. Ngwoi cé thdy mét con ché s6i di trén dat tuyét
bao gid chwa? Néu phia trwédc khong c6 moi dé dudi va phia sau khong cé
thd di hon dudi theo, thi s6i nhat dinh khéng di nhanh. Chac héan cho rang
dung hét sitc dé di dwong thi that 1a dang tiéc.”

Ga danh xe cling cuwoi: “Nhung chi bé ay khong phai la mot con séi.”

Ly Tam Hoan khéng ndi nita, vi chang dang ban ho.
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Sau do, chang thay ba nguwdi vira n6i chuyén oang oang vira tir phia sau di
ra phong an. Ho dang huyén thuyén vé nhitng chuyén khong dau vao dau
trén chon giang ho, dwong nhuw ho sg nguwdi ta khéng nhan ra minh la ngwoi
cta Kim S tiéu cuc uy danh lirng lay.

Ly Tam Hoan nhan ra mot ga béo map, mat do tia la Cap phong kiém Gia
Cat Loi, nhung chang khong muon ga nhin ra minh, bén cii dau xuodng, lai
khac hinh nguoi.

May ma nhitng khi Gia Cat Loi dén cac thi tran nho bé nhu thé nay thi han
hiém khi thém nhin ai. Bon chiing goi rat nhiéu rwgu thit, bat dau nhau nhet
tuwng burng.

Rwou thit nhiéu that, nhung cling khong du tram kin miéng ching. Gia Cat
L6i uong dugc may ly, hao khi cuén cudn da boc tdi may, 16n tiéng cwoi
néi: “Lao nhi! Nguwoi c6 nhé vu ching ta gap Thai Hanh T¢ H6 & Thai
Hanh Son khong?”

Mot nguoi vira croi vira dap: “Sao lai khong nh6? Hom do bon Thai Hanh
T& HO ca gan dén dong vao moén hang cta dai ca. Bon tén do lai con diéu
vO dwong oai, bdo dai ca bo duwéi dat thi méi cho qua nui, bang khong thi
phai dé lai ca tht cap kém vao hang hoa.”

Nguoi thit ba phi cudi: “Thé ma chiing vira rut dao la da bi kiém cta dai ca
xuyén qua yét hau ro6i.”

Nguwoi th hai cang n6i 16n tiéng hon: “Triéu ldo nhi ta khong thoi phong
dau. N6i vé chuwéng lyc uy manh, duong nhién Téng tiéu dau Kim Sw
Chuwdng ctia chiing ta la s6 mot, con néi vé kiém phap than toc thi bao dam
trong thién ha khong cé ai bang dai ca.”

Gia Cat L6i nang ly cwoi ha ha, nhung tiéng cudi chgt ngung lai. Tam man
ctra day bang vai bong bi gi6 cudn 1én.
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C6 hai ngudi duong nhw bi gio tuyét thdi tir ngoai ctra bay vao.

Hai nguwoi nay déu khoac do choang mau do twoi, trén dau doi nén vanh
rong. Hai nguwdi nay hinh dang rit giong nhau, cao thap cling khéng phan
biét.

Tuy moi ngudi déu khéng thdy dugce dién mao ctia ho, nhung thay khinh
cong xudt chiing cung cach an mdc bat mat nhu thé, cling da tré mat 1én roi.
Chi c6 anh mat cta Ly Tam Hoan van nhin vao canh ctra, vi vira ro6i khi gi6
thoi rém ctra t6c 1én thi chang da thay ga thiéu nién c6 doc do.

Thiéu nién dé ditng ngay ngoai ctta, tira ho da ding rat lau, giong nhu la
mot con so6i c6 don vay. Con s6i c6 thé quyén luyén sy &m ap & trong cira

nén khong nd roi khéi day, nhung lai sg hdi anh sdng cho6i mat ¢ bén trong
nén cling khong dam di vao cai thé gidi ctia con nguoi.

Ly Tam Hoan nhe nhang thd ra mot hoi, &nh mat chuyén qua nhin hai
nguoi kia.

Hai ngwoi nay tr tir 1dy nén xudng, 10 ra hai khudon mat vira gay go vira
vang vot, xau xi nhw hai cai dau nguoi lam bang sap ong vay.

Tai ching rat nhé nhuwng mii lai réat to, dwong nhw chodn hét mot phan ba
khu6n mat, hat cdp mat ctia ching ra gan tdi tai.

Anh mat cta ching rat sac bén va doc ac, giong nhuw anh mat cta ran duoi
chuong.

Sau dé ching lai bat dau cdi do choang, 16 ra bd y phuc mau den dinh sat
vao than thé. Té ra than thé cta ching ciling giong nhuv ran ddc, 6m 6m dai
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dai, déo dai ctrng cdp, linh hoat nhw bat ¢t lic nao ciing cé thé vot di dugc.
Hai ngudi nay toat ra mot vé am wét thé nao do, nguwdi ta nhin thay khong
khoi vira s¢ hai vira kinh tém.

Dang dap ching khong khac nhau chit gi, nhung ngwdi bén trai thi sac mat
trang hon, nguwdi bén phai lai mat den nhw lo chdo. Bong tac ctia ching rat
cham chap, ttr ti* cdi 4o khodc ra, tir tir x€p lai, tir ti* di vao phong, roi tw tw
di dén trwdc mat Gia Cat Loi.

Khong khi trong khach diém yén tinh dén n6i nghe thay ca nhitng am thanh
got déo ctia Ly Tam Hoan. Gia Céat Lo6i rat mudn gia vo khong nhin thay
hai ngwdi nay, nhung that sy khong gia vo noi.

Hai nguoi nay khong nhdy mét cai ndo, nhin hin tritng tritng. Anh mét
ching twa nhw hai cai ban chai da tham dau, cha qua xat lai trén than thé
Gia Cat Loi.

Gia Cat Loi chi con cach ditng day mién cudng cwdi néi: “Xin hdi cao tinh
dai danh hai vi la chi? Thi? 16i vi tai ha mat kém khong nhin ra.”

Nguwoi ran mat trang cat tiéng hoi: “Nguoi chinh 1a Cap phong kiém Gia
Cat L6i u?”

Thanh dm ctia han vira bén nhon vira gap rut, lai khong ngtrng rung dong
nhw dm thanh bat ra ti* con ran du6i chuéng. Gia Cat Loi vira nghe da do
mo hoi, toc gay dung lén, dap: “Khong dam, khong dam!”

Nguoi ran mat den cuwdi lanh: “Cai thi nhw ngwoi ma dam ty xwng la Cap
Phong Kiém u?”

Tay han rung 1én mot cai, trong tay dot nhién cé thém mot thanh nhuyén
kiém den tuyén vira nho vira dai, rung cai nita thi thanh nhuyén kiém von
dung lam that Iwng bong trd thanh thang tap.
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Han chi miii kiém vao Gia Cat Lo6i, gan ting tiéng: “Nguoi hdy dé lai cai
goi do da mang tir quan ngoai vé, ta sé tha mang nguoi.”

Triéu ldao nhi dot nhién ding day, cuoi néi: “E rang hai vi da lam roi.
Chuyén nay bon tai ha giao hang & quan ngoai, hién nay xe tiéu trong rong,
khong co thr gi. Hai vi... hai vi...”

Han chwa néi xong, thanh nhuyén kiém trong ban tay ngudi kia da quan
quanh c6 han nhr mot con ran. Con ran nhe nhang uén mét cai, dau cua
Triéu lao nhi vang lén khong trung.

R6i mdt lubng mau tr trong c6 han vot ra, phun tring vao cai dau dang bay
trén khong trung, lam céai dau xoay chuyén hai vong. Sau d6 mau twoi roi
xuong nhv nhitng hat mwa, 1am tdm bam trén nguwoi Gia Cat Loi. Moi
nguoi trong khach diém nhin thdy canh twong nay déu s¢ dén tr6 mat ra,
chan khong ngdét run rdy nhu day dan ty ba.

Nhung ké ngdng cuong nhu Gia Céat Loi song cho dén nay con chua chét,
tat cting phai c6 do6i chut thu doan. D4t nhién han moéc trong boc ra mot cai
tii mau vang, quang lén trén ban réi n6i: “Danh hiéu cta hai vi han la vang
doi 1am. Nhung lan nay bon tai ha mang cai tti nay tir quan ngoai vé, hai vi
muon dem no di sao? Chi sg khong don gian thé dau.”

Nguoi ran mat den cwdi nham hiém: “Nguwoi mudn nhw thé nao?” Gia Cét
L6i néi: “Du sao thi hai vi cling phéi hién thi mét chit cong phu, dé khi tre
vé tai ha con biét duong néi chuyén.”

Han noi chwa hét cau da lui dwgc bay bwdc, dot nhién rat kiém danh soat
mot tiéng, lam ai cling twdng han sap cung doi phwong thi mang.

Nao ngd han xoay tay mot cdi, moi thit chén bat trén ban déu nhay vot 1én.
Ca nhitng con tom lan bot trong chiéc dia cling bay 1én hét.
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Han vung kiém ret mot tiéng, kiém quang l6e 1én, mwdi con tém lan bot
déu bi chat doi. Sau d6 ca chén dia lan tom déu twr tir roi xudng dat.

Gia Cat Lo6i vénh mat 1én néi: “Gia ti hai vi c6 thé lam nhu tai ha, thi tai ha
1ap tic trao cho hai vi céi tii nay. Néu khong thi xin hai vi bién ngay lap
tee.”

Kiém phap cta han that ra khong té 1am, 10i noi cling rat oai phong, nhung
Ly Tam Hoan lai thay buén cwoi. Chang 1& ngudi ta chi c6 quyén chat tém
lan bot ma khong c6 quyén chat dau ctia han? B4t luan thang hay bai, t6i
thiéu cling phai gitt tinh mang ctia minh, con tinh mang thi méi néi chuyén
duoc.

Nguoi ran mat den cwdi kha kha néi: “Pay la cong phu ctia dau bép, c6 thé
goi la vO cong hay sao?”

Han noéi dén day thi hit mot hoi, hai chuc miéng tém lan b6t dang & dwdi
dat lai tr tir bay 1én, r6i mét anh chdp den 16e qua. Hai chuc miéng t6m dot
nhién khong thiy nita, té ra da bi han xo6 hét 1én 1wGi kiém. Cho du nhitng
nguwoi khong biét vo cong cling cé thé hiéu, chat déi muwdi con tom lan bot
khong phai la chuyén dé, nhung phai dung kiém dé xau mot xau tom thi
con kh6 hon khong biét bao nhiéu lan. Thua kinh da phai chinh x4c, nhan
lyc lai cang ghé gom.

Sac mat Gia Cat L6i xam xit nhw mau dat, vi han vira thay kiém phap nay
da nghi dén hai nguwdi. Chan han bat giac Iui lai vai budc, nhe giong hoi:
“Chang 1& hai vi chinh 1a Bich Huyét Song Xa u?”

Nghe bon chit Bich Huyét Song Xa, mét ga tiéu su hoang hot dén noi mat
khong con huyét sac, dot nhién chui tot xuéng gam ban dé tron.
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Ngay ca ga dai han rau dang ditng sau lwng Ly Tam Hoan ciling bat giac
chau may. Han da nghe don, trong dam hac dao & vung song Hoang Ha
mdy nam gan day, co rat it ngwdi co6 thé tan doc hon hai tén nay. Nghe néi,
hai céi 4o choang mau dé khoac trén than ching da nhuom bang mau tuoi.

Tin don vé Bich Huyét Song Xa ciling khong xac thuc 1am, vi trong nhitng
nguwoi da tan mat chitng kién Bich Huyét Song Xa hanh sy, dén chin phan
muoi da bi mat tha cap.

Hac Xa khé cwoi: “Nguoi con nhan ra ching ta, cling coi nhw mat chua
mu.”

Gia Cat Loi nghién rang: “Hai vi da thich cai tdi nay, thi tai ha chang con gi
dé noéi nita! Hai vi hay dem di di.”

Bach Xa dét nhién xen vao: “Néu nguoi chiu bo dwdi dat mot vong thi
huynh dé ta sé 1ap tirc tha ngwoi ra, con néu khong, nguwoi nhat dinh phai dé
lai tha cap kém vao cai tii dé.”

Pay chinh la cau noi huénh hoang ctia bon Gia Cat Loi khi nay, bay gio tw
miéng cua Bach Xa néi ra thi moi chit déu bién thanh mot con dao. Sac mat
cta Gia Cat Loi luc xanh lic trang, han ditng sitng mot Itic réi dot nhién
nam ep xuong dat, bo quanh ban mot vong.

Pén lic nay thi Ly Tam Hoan chiu khéng néi, thé ra mét hoi, roi tr tir noi:
“A! Thi ra tinh khi cta hin da thay d6i han. Thao nao hin séng dugc dén

bay gio!”

Tiéng noi cua chang cuwc ky nho nhe nhwng Hac Bach Song Xa da 1ap tirc
nhin sang. Chang lam nhu khong thay gi, van tiép tuc diéu khac hinh
nguoi.

Bach Xa cudi khay: “A! Té ra & day lai con c6 cao nhan! Huynh dé ta suyt
nita thi that 1&!”
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Hac Xa cwdi nham hiém: “Cai tii nay la cia nguwdi khac tinh nguyén tang
cho chiing ta. Chi can c6 ai kiém phap nhanh hon, thi huynh dé ta sé tinh
nguyén hai tay bung cai tui nay dang lén!”

Bach Xa rung tay mot cai, da cam mat thanh nhuyén kiém gioéng nhw ran
doc, kiém quang trang toat lam cho nguwdi ta hoa mat. Thanh kiém dwong
nhw phat ra gi6 lanh, con han ciling lanh lung néi: “Chi can c6 ai kiém phép
nhanh hon, thi huynh dé ta khong nhitng tang cai bao nay, ma ngay ca thu
cap cling tang cho nguoi do.”

Mat cta ching giong nhw mat ran doc, nhin cham cham vao mat Ly Tam
Hoan, nhung Ly Tam Hoan lai cam cti diéu khac, hinh nhw khong nghe ma
cling khong can nghe chiing dang n6i nhitng gi.

Nhuwng d6t nhién ¢ trudc ctra lai c6 nguwdi 16n tiéng héi: “Thu cdp cia
nguoi dang gia bao nhiéu tién?”

Nghe thdy cau nay, Ly Tam Hoan vtra kinh ngac vitra thich thd. Chang
ngang dau nhin 1én, thay ga thiéu nién dé cudi cung cling da di vao nha.

Y phuc ctia g con chwa kho rao, tham chi c6 cho con déng bang, nhung
than thé cua ga van thang tap, thang nhu mot mii tén. Sac mat cta ga van
c6 doc nhuw thé, van quat cuvong nhu thé.

Anh mét ctia g ldc ndo ciing nhw da tha, bat kha khuét phuc, hinh nhw bat
c lic nao cling chuan bi chién dau, lam cho ngudi ta khong dam gan giii
vOi ga.

Cai dang chu y nhat 1a thanh kiém dang & trén that lung cua ga.
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Nhin thdy cay kiém nay, anh mat cia Bach Xa chuyén thanh nhao bang.
Han cwdi kha kha héi: “May cau vira roi c6 phai la mi n6i hay khéng?”

Thiéu nién dap: “Phai.”
Bach Xa n6i: “Ngwoi muén mua thu cap cta ta u?”

Thiéu nién néi: “Ta chi mudn biét n6 dang gia bao nhiéu tién. Ta mudn dem
no ban cho chinh nguoi.”

Bach Xa tritng mat, khwng lai mot ti roi hoi lai: “Ban cho chinh ta u?”

Thiéu nién no6i: “Khong sai! Chi vi ta khong muon lay cai bao nay, cang
khong muon lay céi tha cap nay.”

Bach Xa no6i: “Néu vay, thi ra nguoi mudn dén ti thi kiém phap véi ta u?”
Thiéu nién tra 1oi: “Pung thé.”

Bach Xa nhin Ién nhin xuéng nguwdi ga mdy cai, roi lai nhin cdy kiém bén
héng ga, dot nhién cuwoi ha ha. Binh sinh, hdn chwa thdy chuyén nao tic

croi hon chuyén nay.

Thiéu nién van im lang diéng yén mot cho, hoan toan khéng hiéu doi
phuwong dang cuwdi cai gi. Ga ti cam thdy nhitng 16i néi cia minh khong
dang dé nguoi ta cwdi nhiéu dén thé.

Pai han rau thé ra mot hoi, hinh nhw cdm thdy dita tré nay that qua ngéng
cuong. Gia Cat Loi cling cam thay dau 6c cua ngwdi nay hinh nhw bat binh
thuong.

Bach Xa cudi 16n tiéng: “Thu cap cua ta w? Ngan vang cling khé mua!”

Thiéu nién néi: “Ngan vang thi nhiéu qua! Ta chi c6 nam chuc lwgng bac.”
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Bach Xa ngung cuwdi. Han phat giac thiéu nién nay khong dién khung, ciing
khong ngu ngdc, lai cang khong phai 1a dang dua gion. Loi noi ctia ga vira
than trong vira nghiém chinh.

Nhung Bach Xa nhin téi thanh kiém thi lai khong nin n6i, cudi 6 lén:
“Pugc! Chi can nguoi lam dwgc thé nay thi ta sé cho ngwoi nam chuc
lwgng.”

Trong tiéng cwoi, kiém quang cda han lai 16e 1én, hinh nhw chém vao cay
nén dang thap trén ban. Nhung cay nén d6 khong nhic nhich gi hét.

Moi nguoi déu cam thay ky quai. Nhuwng Bach Xa bong thoi ra mot hoi, cay
nén rét ra thanh bay khic. Kiém quang lai 16e 1én, by khic nén déu dugc
xau lén kiém, & khuc trén ciing 4nh sang van con nhap nhay, ngon ltta van
chwa tat. Té ra chiéu kiém vira roi da cat cay nén thanh bay doan.

Bach Xa kiéu ngao no6i: “Nguoi thay chiéu kiém cta ta c6 nhanh hay
khong?

Sac mat cta thiéu nién khong dong, chi dap: “Rat nhanh.”

Bach Xa cuoi dit ton: “Kiém ctia nguoi thi sao?”

Thiéu nién dap: “Kiém cua ta khong dung dé chém dén nén!”
Bach Xa hoi: “Néu vay thi thanh sat ri cia nguoi dung dé lam gi?”

Tay thiéu nién dat 1én chu6i kiém, néi ro rang titng chit mot: “Kiém cta ta
chi dung dé giét nguoi!”

Bach Xa cudi: “Giét nguoi? Nguoi cé thé giét dugce ai nao?”
Thiéu nién dap: “Nguoi!”

Tiéng ndi vira cat 1én, kiém da dam thang ra.
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Thanh kiém von dang treo trén that lwng ctia chang thiéu nién nay, ai cling
nhin thay. Nhung dot nhién thanh kiém do6 da doi vi tri.

Ai cling nhin thay thanh kiém dai khodng ba thuwéc xuyén qua yét hau cua
Bach Xa, nhung khong mét ai thdy r6 thanh kiém da lam nhw thé nao ma
dam dugc vao yét hau.

Khéng c6 giot mau nao chdy xudng, vi mau chwa kip chay.

Thiéu nién tritng mat nhin Bach Xa, héi: “Kiém ctia ngwoi nhanh hay kiém
cua ta nhanh?”

Trong c6 hong ctia Bach Xa c6 tiéng ong oc. Da thit trén mat han dang con
co giat, 16 miii cda han ngay cang nd 16n ra, miéng ciing ha hoc ra, réi lwsi
the ra.

Mau twoi da bat dau ti trén dau miii cta han nhé giot xudng.

Thanh kiém cta Hac Xa da givong thang 1én, nhung khéng dam phong ra.
M6 hoi & trén mdt han chdy rong rong, thanh kiém ctia han cling khéng
ngGt run ray.

Thiéu nién dot nhién rat kiém vé, mau twoi tir yét hau ctia Bach Xa ban ra
nhr mot mdi tén. Bach Xa vira thd hat mot hoi, vira uat han dap: “Nguoi...
nhanh...”.

L.&i vira néi ra, nguwdi han nga xuéng dat.

Pén bay gio thiéu nién mdi quay lai Hac Xa, néi: “Han da thira nhan la
thua r6i. Nam muoi lwgng bac dau?”
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G4 van tiép tuc néi chuyén maét cach that tha nhw thé, that tha dén mitc nhw
mot thang ngoc.

Nhung lan nay khong ai dam cuwdi ga nita.

Hac Xa ding dé, ngay cd méi cling rung lén, ngac ngt héi: “Nguoi...
Nguwoi... Nguoi that sy vi nam chuc Iwgng bac d6 ma giét ngudi u?”

Thiéu nién cwdi lanh dam: “Khong sai!”

Hac Xa bién sac, khong biét nén cwdi hay nén khéc. Dot nhién han wirt
thanh kiém xudng, tim lay c6 4o minh, bat dau xé nat y phuc trén than thé.
Nhitng thoi bac gidu bén trong roi xudng dudi dat tirng thoi, ting thoi. Han
dung strc da hat nhitng thoi bac do6 vé phia ga thiéu nién, vira khéc oa 1én
vira néi: “La cia nguoi! Tat ca déu la cua nguoi!”

ROi hdn giong nhuw mot ga dién, chay ra ngoai. Thiéu nién khong dudi theo,

cling khong vdi va, cui xuong nhat hai thoi bac, dat Ién mat ban cda tén
chudng quy, hoi: “Nguoi xem c6 du nam chuc lwgng hay khong?”

Tén chuwéng quy so dén hon via bay mat hét, hinh nhw dang wéc mo dugc
thap lun lai con mét ntra dé nap kin duwdi quay. Hai ham rang han khua 1én
lach cach, khong sao noi ra 101, rang hét sitc méi gat dau dugc.

Lic nay Ly Tam Hoan md&i quay lung lai, cwdi véi dai han rau: “Ta khong
noi sai chu?”

Pai han rau thd ra mot hoi, nhan nho cuoi: “Mot chut cling khong sai. Cai
do choi do that sw 1a qua nguy hiém!

Pai han rau nhin thdy ga thiéu nién di dén choé minh, nhung chwa thay dong
tac cua Gia Cat Loi.
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Gia Cat Loi tir Iic bo quanh ban van chwa hé ditng day, lic nay dot nhién
vung kiém 1én, huwéng vao hau tam cua thiéu nién ma dam dén.

Chiéu kiém cua han khong cham. Thiéu nién lai tuyét nhién khong hé nghi
t@i chuyén han déng thu &m toan minh.

Ga giét Bach Xa, Gia Cat Loi dang 1é phdi cdm on ga. Tai sao Gia Cat Loi
lai am toan ga?

Ai ciling nghi thanh kiém nhat dinh phdi xuyén thing hau tdm cuda thiéu
nién. Nao ngo ngay lic do6, Gia Cat Loi bong nhdy dung 1én mot céi cao
dén sau thwdc, khong la 1én mot tiéng. Thanh kiém cta han da roi khai tay,
vang lén cam vao xa nha, nhitng cai tua trén chu6i kiém rung dong khong
ngot.

Hai tay ctia Gia Cat Loi chup vao yét hau, mat tring tritng nhin Ly Tam
Hoan, hai trong mat nhw mudn 10i ra ngoai.

Lic nay Ly Tam Hoan da ngung diéu khac, vi con dao khac go khong con
trong tay chang ntra.

Mau twoi da tirng giot, tirng giot tr cam Gia Cat Loi nhéu xuong. Han trirtng
mat nhin Ly Tam Hoan, yét hau kéu ong oc. Lic nay, méi c6 nguwdi phat
hién con dao ctia Ly Tam Hoan dang cam & yét hau han.

Nhung ciing khong mdt ai da thady ngon tiéu dao nay da cam vao yét hau
cta han nhw thé nao. Chi thdy mo hoi trén dau cta Gia Cat Lo6i chdy nhw
mua, sac mat bi dau dén bién thanh di dang. Dot nhién han can rang, nho
con dao nho ay ra, tritng mat nhin Ly Tam Hoan, phan han néi: “Té ra la
nguoi! Leé ra ta phdi sém nhan ra nguoi!”

Ly Tam Hoan noi: “Tiéc rang dén bay gid ngwoi mdi nhan ra ta. Néu khong
nguoi sé khong lam nhitng chuyén mat thé dién nhw thé!”
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Cau néi nay Gia Cét Loi khong nghe thay. Vinh vién han khong nghe thdy
cau noi nao nira.

Chang thiéu nién quay lai nhin. Trén nét mat ga 10 ra mét chit xiu kinh
ngac, twa nhw nghi khong ra tai sao ngwdi nay lai muon giét minh. Nhung
gad cling chi nhin qua mdt cai r6i thoi, lai di tiép dén trwdc mat Ly Tam
Hoan. Nhdn quang ctia ga van chita day long hiéu thang, nhung da 16 ra
mot chit xiu &m ap, twra nhw sap cuoi.

Han chi n6i mé6t cau: “Ta moi huynh uéng ruou.”
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2 - Tren doi con tri ky

Trong c6 xe ngua chat day nhitng hii rwgu. Rwgu nay la cta ga thiéu nién
mua, nén ga uong hét chén nay dén chén khac, lai con uong kha nhanh. Ly
Tam Hoan dang nhin ga, anh mat vui twoi. Rat it khi chang gap dugc nhitng
nguwoi ma chang cam thay hitng thd, nhung that sy chang da cé hirng tha
vdi thiéu nién nay.

Tuyét roi trén duong da dong két lai thanh bang cing ngat. Xe di trén
dwong bang rat dé bi tron trugt, du la ngwa tot ciing khé ma diéu khién
duwgce. Nhung ga dai han rdu ria bom xom kia da quan vao banh xe may sgi
day xich sat, cho d& tron khi di trén bang tuyét.

Nhitng sgi day xich nghién trén bang tuyét, phat ra nhitng am thanh rao rao
lién tuc. Dot nhién, thiéu nién dé chén rwgu xudng, nhin Ly Tam Hoan:
“Tai sao huynh nhat dinh phai kéu ta 1én xe ngwa méi chiu uéng rugu?”

Ly Tam Hoan cudi, roi néi: “Vi khach san d6 khong phai la noi chiing ta cé
thé lwu lai 1au.”

Thiéu nién héi: “Tai sao thé?”

Ly Tam Hoan dap: “Bat luan la ai, sau khi da giét ngwoi, nhat dinh cling it
nhiéu bi phién phitc. Ta khong sg giét nguwdi, nhung binh sinh sg nhat la
phién phirc.”

Thiéu nién im lang hoi 1au, r6i muc trong hii rwgu ra mot ly, ngira dau 1én,
noc can. Ly Tam Hoan mim cwdi nhin ga, twa nhw dang thuwdng thirc kiéu
cach udng rugu cua ga.

Lat sau, thiéu nién thd ra mot hoi dai roi no6i: “Tuy giét nguwoi khong phai la
mot chuyén vui vé, nhung cling c6 mot s6 nguwoi that sy dang giét. Vi vay,
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ta khong thé khong giét nguoi.”

Ly Tam Hoan mim cwdi hoi: “Cé that la nguwoi giét Bach Xa vi nam chuc
lwgng bac khong?”

Thiéu nién dap: “Khong c6 nam chuc lwong bac, ta cling giét han. Nhung
c6 nam chuc lwgng bac thi cang t6t.”

Ly Tam Hoan hoi: “Tai sao nguai chi 1y nam chuc lwgng bac?”
Thiéu nién tra 16i: “Vi han chi dang gia nam chuc lwgng bac.”

Ly Tam Hoan cudi: “Trén giang ho con lam ngudi dang giét, trong s6 do6 co
nhiéu ké dang gia hon nam muwoi lwgng. Sau nay cé 1é nguwoi sé tré thanh
mot dai phu 6ng, va ta sé thwong xuyén c6 ruegu dé uong.”

Ga thiéu nién noi: “Tiéc rang ta dang qua nghéo, néu khong thi ta cling sé
tang huynh nam muoi lvgng.”

Ly Tam Hoan hoéi: “Vi sao?”
Ga thiéu nién néi: “Vi huynh da giét mot nguwdi gium ta.”

Ly Tam Hoan cuwdi ha ha: “Nguoi ndi sai roi! Con nguwdi do khong nhitng
khong dang gia tdi nam chuc lvgng, ma mot dong cling khong dang.”

ROi dot nhién Ly Tam Hoan lai hoi: “Nguoi c6 biét vi sao Gia Cat Loi
muon giét nguoi khong?”

Ga thiéu nién lac dau: “Khong biét.”

Ly Tam Hoan néi: “Bach Xa chwa giét han, nhung da lam cho han mat cho
ding trén giang ho. Nguoi lai giét Bach Xa, thi han chi con cach giét nguoi
dé 1dy lai thé dién. Han da tw th6éi phong chinh minh, nén han khéng thé
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khong giét nguwoi dé dugc nd may nd mat. Trong giang ho, long ngudi rat
hiém &c, chi sg nguoi khéng ngd hét dugc.”

Thiéu nién tram ngam hoi lau, r6i 1én tiéng, ta nhu ty néi véi minh: “Con
ngwoi cé khi con ac doc hon lang s6i. Khi lang s6i mudn giét anh, thi toi
thiéu ciing cho anh biét trugc.”

Ga lai uong mot ly rwgu, dot nhién noi tiép: “Ta chi ti'ng nghe con ngudi
noi lang soi ac doc nhung chua tirng nghe lang soi ndi con ngwoi ac doc.
That ra, lang s6i vi phai s6ng nén méi giét nguwdi. Con con nguwoi thi co thé
giét ngwoi ma khong biét tai sao phdi giét. Theo ta biét, s6 ngwoi bi con
nguoi giét thi nhiéu hon so vai bi lang séi giét rat nhiéu.”

Ly Tam Hoan nhin cham cham vao ga thiéu nién, roi tr tir héi: “Vi thé ma
nguoi thich két ban vdi lang séi u?”

Thiéu nién lang thinh mot 1at, dot nhién vira cwdi vira néi: “Chi tiéc la lang
soi khong biét uéng rwou.”

Pay la lan dau tien Ly Tam Hoan nhin thdy nu cuwdi cia chang thiéu nién
nay. Chang chwva tirng nghi, mot nu cwoi lai lam cho guwong mdt nguoi ta
bién doi nhiéu nhw thé. Gwong mat ctia thiéu nién von lanh lung c6 ddc, lai
rat quat cwong, thwong lam cho Ly Tam Hoan lién twéng dén mot con ché
sOi lru lac mot minh gitta vung bang tuyét. Nhung khi khée mat chang
thiéu nién nay 16 vé cudi, thi cd con nguwoi ga lién thay doi, 6n hoa, than
thiét, kha &i vo cung.

Ly Tam Hoan chua titng thdy mot nu cuwdi nao cé thé lam dong long nguoi
dén thé.

Ga thiéu nién ciing dang nhin ky Ly Tam Hoan. D6t nhién, ga héi: “Huynh
c6 phai la mot ngudi cé danh tiéng khong?”

Ly Tam Hoan cuwdi dap: “Co danh tiéng khong phai la mét chuyén tot.”
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Ga thiéu nién néi: “Nhung ta hy vong c¢6 dwgc danh tiéng. Ta hy vong trg
thanh ngwdi n6i danh nhat trong thién ha.”

Lic ga noéi cau nay, vé mat that tha nhw mét diva tré n6i rang né dang khao
khat mot moén do choi.

Ly Tam Hoan cwdoi: “DPa la con ngudi thi trong tham tam ai cling mudn noi
danh. It ra thi nguoi ciing thanh that hon rat nhiéu ngudi khac.”

Ga thiéu nién lac dau: “Ta khac vGi nhitng ngwoi khac. Ta khong thé khong
thanh danh dwoc, néu khong thanh danh, ta chi c6 con dwdng chét ma thoi.”

Ly Tam Hoan hoi sttng sot, khong nhin duwgc bén héi: “Tai sao lai thé?”
Ga thiéu nién khong tra 10i, anh mat 16 ra vé bi thwong, phan no.

Ly Tam Hoan chgt phat giac, ga thiéu nién nay cé lic ngay tho that tha nhw
mot dita tré, nhung cé lic lai tiém an rat nhiéu bi mat. Than thé cta ga chac
han giong nhu mot mé cung, day ray bat hanh va bi thwong dan chéo lan
nhau.

Ly Tam Hoan nhe nhang néi: “Nguwoi mudn ndi danh, thi it nhat cling phai
cho moi ngwdi biét danh tinh ctia minh truéce.”

Tram ngam mot lic kha 1au, thiéu nién méi cham rai néi: “Nhitng nguoi
quen biét ta déu goi ta la A Phi.”

A Phi?

Ly Tam Hoan cuwdi cwdi, hoi lai: “Chang 1€ nguoi ho A sao? Trén thé gian
dau co6 ho nay?”

Thiéu nién lac dau: “Ta khong c6 ho.”
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Trong anh mat cda han, dot nhién c6 mot ngon Itva chay birng 1én. Ly Tam
Hoan cdm thay ngon ltra dy ngay ca nwéc mat cling khé ma dap tat dugc,
bén khong nhan tam hoéi thém.

Nhung ga thiéu nién A Phi dot nhién néi tiép: “Dén khi ta noi danh, ta sé
cong bo danh tanh, con bay gio...”

Ly Tam Hoan diu dang n6i: “Bdy gig, ta c& goi nguoi la A Phi.”

A Phi néi: “Hay lam! Bay gi¢ huynh ctt goi ta 1a A Phi. That ra, cho du goi
ta bang cai tén nao, cling khong sao.”

Ly Tam Hoan cudi: “A Phi! Ta moi ngwoi mot ly.”

Méi hép ntra ly, Ly Tam Hoan da noi ho sdc sua. Trén nét mat trang béch
cta chang lai n6i 1én nhitng vét do hong bénh hoan. Thé nhung chang van
diém nhién, ngdng mat 1én uéng can not nira ly con lai.

A Phi kinh ngac nhin Ly Tam Hoan, twa ho khong ngo dugc mot hiép
khach giang ho lai c6 thé chat suy nhwgc nhw thé. Ga khéng noi gi, chi nhin
mot cdi roi nglra c6 uong can ly regu cia minh nhanh nhw chép.

Ly Tam Hoan chgt nhin A Phi, r6i cudi néi: “Trong s6 bang hitu cta ta, khi
nhin thay ta ho hen, ngwoi 1a nguwdi dau tién khong khuyén ta cai rugu.”

A Phi héi: “Ho hen thi khong nén uéng rugu u?”
Ly Tam Hoan cwoi: “Pung dén rugu cling khong nén.”

A Phi chau may héi: “Thé sao huynh lai uéng? Phai chang huynh c6 rat
nhiéu chuyén thwong tam?”

Anh mit sang loang ctia Ly Tam Hoan chgt m& di, nhin thing A Phi, noéi:
“Ta chua tirng héi nhitng diéu ngwoi khong mudn tra 10i. Ta da hoi cha me
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nguoi la ai, vo cong nguoi do ai truyén thy, ngwoi tir dau dén va nguoi sé di
dau hay chua?”

A Phi lac dau: “Chwa. Chua héi.”
Ly Tam Hoan lai néi: “Thé thi sao ngwoi lai hoi ta?”

A Phi im lang ng6i nhin Ly Tam Hoan kha 1au, r6i mim cuoi: “Dung thé.
Ta khong hoi huynh nita.”

Ly Tam Hoan ciing cudi, hinh nhw dinh mgi A Phi mét ly regu nita. Nhung
chang vtra rot regu ra thi da lai gap minh xuéng ho sac sua, hai vai co rit
lén, ho khong kip tha.

A Phi v0i mé& ctra s6 cho thoang khi, nhung Iic ay c6 xe dot nhién dirng lai.
Ly Tam Hoan quay dau nhin ra ctta so, héi: “C6 chuyén gi thé?”

Ga dai han rdu x6m no6i: “Cé ngwoi can duong.”

Ly Tam Hoan hoi cau may: “La ngwdi nhu thé nao?”

Pai han rdu cwoi khé: “La nguoi tuyét.”

Ly Tam Hoan cung A Phi nhin ra, thiy gitta dudng c6 mot ngudi tuyét kha
16n, khéng biét con nit nha ai da dung 1én. Nguoi tuyét c6 cai bung tron vo,
trén mat c6 nhét hai vién than lam do6i mat.

Hai ngudi budc xuong, ditng dya vao thanh xe nhin ngudi tuyét.
A Phi cham chi nhin, dwdng nhw ga chwa tirng thay nguwdi tuyét bao gio.

Ly Tam Hoan nhin gi, mim cwdi hoi: “Nguwoi chva titng dung ngudi tuyét
hay sao?”
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A Phi lac dau: “Ta chi biét tuyét la thit dang ghét. Chang nhitng tuyét lam
cho con ngudi lanh 180 ma con lam cho cay co tiéu diéu, mudng tha tuyét
tich. Tuyét lam cho muon vat déi rét.”

Ga voc 1én mot nam tuyét, ném ra xa. Cuc tuyét v& ra, bién mat trong sa
mu. Ga nhin xa xa, chdm cham néi: “D6i vdi hang nguwdi duge an no mac
am, tuyét c6 thé la dang yéu. Ho khong nhitng c6 thé dap ngudi tuyét dé
choi ma con cé thé thuwdng thitc canh tuyét roi, nhung doi véi nhitng nguoi
nhv ta...”

Dot nhién ga tritng mat nhin Ly Tam Hoan: “Huynh c6 biét khéng? Ta la
mot ké 16n 1én gitra ving hoang da, cho nén mua, gid, tuyét déu la thu dich
cua ta.”

Than sac Ly Tam Hoan thodng vé am dam. Chang ciing voc mot nam tuyeét,
roi noi: “Ta khong ghét tuyét, nhung ghét nhat 1a c6 ké can duong.”

Chang vira néi vira ném cuc tuyét vao mat nguoi tuyét.

Tuyét vang ti¢ tung, nhung nguoi tuyét khong nga xuong. Hai con mat bang
than roi xuéng, khuon mat dap bang tuyét ciing vo ra, dé 10 mot khuon mat
khac bén trong. Khu6én mat bén trong 16p tuyét lai 1a mat nguoi.

Lai la mat ngudi chét.

Sac mat cua ngudi chét von da chang c6 gi dé coi, khuén mat nay lai cang
ghé gém dac biét, kh6 ma nhin lau dwgc. D6i mat trén mat trong rat ac doc,
giong nhuw mat ca chét bi ép 16i ra ngoai.

A Phi budt miéng kéu lén: “Chinh la Hac Xa!”
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Tai sao Hac Xa lai bi giét & day? Tai sao ké giét han lai dem han nhéi lai
thanh ngwoi tuyét, roi dat dirng gitta duwong?

Pai han rau budc lai, khom minh xudng thi thé Hac Xa, xem xét can than
dwong nhv mudn tim xem vét thwong chi mang & dau.

Ly Tam Hoan tram tw, vut hoi A Phi: “Nguwoi cé biét ai da giét Hac Xa
khong?”

A Phi lac dau: “Khong biét!”
Ly Tam Hoan cwoi: “Chinh 1a cai tai vai ay!”
A Phi chau may: “Céi tti dé u?”

Ly Tam Hoan gat dau: “Ttw lic Gia Cat Loi lay cdi tdi ra dé trén ban, ta
cling khong dé y lam, nhung dén khi Hac Xa chay di r6i thi khong thay cai
tii dy dau nita. Cho nén ta nghi rang Hac Xa da co6 y lam b dién cuong, dé
1én dem cai tdi di ma khong ai cha y.”

A Phi néi: “Dung lam.”
Ly Tam Hoan néi: “Nhung han khong ngd dem cdi tdi ay di la rwdce 1ay hoa
diét than. Nguwoi ta giét han c6 1€ cling chi vi cai tii dy.”

Khéng biét chang da cam ngon tiéu dao trén tay tir lic nao, nhe nhang vuot
ve lwdi dao, cham cham héi, nhw ty héi: “Khong hiéu cai tii dy dung vat
gi? Sao lai lam ké hitng tha véi né nhu thé? Pang ly lic dy ta phdi md ra

»

xeml.

A Phi dang im lang dé nghe, dot nhién no6i: “Néu ngudi ta giét han la vi cai
tii ay, tai sao khi doat duwgc vat roi lai con phai dung xac han lam nguoi
tuyét dé can dwong lam gi?”

Ly Tam Hoan hoi c6 vé kinh ngac.
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Chang van tuwdng ga thiéu nién nay chang hiéu nhan tinh thé sy gi lam,
nhiéu lic ngdy tho nhw mot diva tré. Thé nhung chi mot nhan xét nay da
chitng té ga cling cao vé tri tué, nhanh vé phan tng, ngay ké lich l1am giang
h6 nhw minh cling chwa chac da bang.

A Phi lai héi tiép: “Phdi chang hung thu da doan biét huynh sé la ngudi dau
tién di qua con dwong nay? Phai chang han lam thé dé chén c6 xe nay lai?”

Ly Tam Hoan khéng tra 10i, lai héi: “Nguoi da tim ra vét thwong chi mang
cta han chwa?”

Pai han rau chwa kip dap thi Ly Tam Hoan lai néi: “Théi! Ngwoi khéi can
tim nita.”

A Phi cling gat dau: “Khong sai! Ngudi ta da tdi roi, con tim nita lam gi.”

Thi giac va thinh gidc cia Ly Tam Hoan c6 thé goi la man cam s0 mot
thién ha, nhung bay gid chang thdy thinh giadc cua ga thiéu nién nay it nhat
cling tinh nhay bang chang.

A Phi tya nhw bam sinh da c6 mot ban nang tw nhién nhw da tha, cé thé
nhan ra nhitng chuyén ma nguoi thwong khong nhan ra dugc.

Ly Tam Hoan mim cuwdi khen ngoi ga, roi dong dac cat tiéng: “Quy vi da
dén, tai sao khong ra day uéng ruwgu?”

Bén ven duwong chot c6 tiéng dong, tuyét trén cdy rao rao roi xuéng. Mot
nguoi 1o6n tiéng cuwdi noi: “Mwdi nam khong gap, khong ngd phong dé cua
Ly Tham Hoa van y hét nhw xwa. That la dang chic mirng!”

Trong tiéng cwdi, mot ngwdi go ma nho cao, sac mat trang béch, mat sang
nhw mat chim wng, chi con mét tay, buwéc nhitng budc dai tir ven ritng bén
trai tién ra.
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Ven ritng bén phdi ciing xuat hién mét ngudi 6m tong teo, gay nhu que cui,
trén mat khong c6 thit. Twdng nhu chi mot con gié thoang cling cé thé thoi
han bay di mat.

A Phi nhan ra ngay bwéc chan ctia ldo 6m khong Iwu lai dau vét gi trén mat
tuyét. Tuyét tuy da dong thanh bang, nhung trén mat bang van c6 mot 16p
tuyét mdi roi.

Nguoi nay budce trén tuyét khong dé dau tich, mot phan 1a nho than thé gay
g0, nhung khong ai ddm pha nhan khinh cong cua lao rat cao cuong.

Ly Tam Hoan mim cuwdi: “Tai ha m&i nhap quan chwa day nira thang,
khong ngo Tra tong tiéu dau cua Kim Sw Tiéu Cuc va Than hanh vo anh
Ngu Nhij tién sinh da biét ma dén tham. Thi ra thé dién cta tai ha that la
khong nho.”

Ldo gia 6m nhom cwdi am hiém: “Tiéu Ly Tham Hoa danh bat hw truyén,
chi thoang nhin qua la khong quén dugc. Ching ta chi gdp nhau mét lan
muoi ba nam vé trwdc, khong ngd Tham Hoa con nhé duge 1ao qué Ngu
Nhi nay.”

A Phi ltic nay méi nhin xuéng chan lao 6m, that khéng twéng twgng noi
mot nguwdi cé khinh cong cao minh nhw vay lai tan phé mét chan. Ga hiéu,
Ngu Nhi bi tan phé bam sinh, nén tir nho phdi kho luyén khinh cong hon
nguoi dé bu dap cho khuyét tat.

A Phi khong nhin n6i, 16 vé than phuc lao gia nay.

Ly Tam Hoan lai mim cwdi: “Nhi vi con may ngudi ban nita, sao lai khong
maoi ra mot lwgt, vi tai ha ma gidi thiéu mot chut?”

Ngu Nhi dap: “Khong sai. Bon ho da duwgc nghe dai danh cua Tiéu Ly
Tham Hoa tr 1au, cling mu6n gap mat cac ha mét lan.”
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Lic dé trong ring lai c6 bon ngudi tién ra. Tuy gitta ban ngay ban mat,
nhung Ly Tam Hoan vira thoang thady bon ngwoi nay da thay hoi hoi lanh
gay.

Tubi tdc bon nguwdi nay khéng nhd, nhung ching an mac y nhu tré nit.
Quan 4o mau sac sac sd khac nhau, déi giay cling la giay tré con c6 théu
dau cop, trén lung lai quan nhitng tdm vai théu hoa két tua. Ca bon déu la
dai han mat to may rdm, dién mao hung ton, nhung lai lam bd chau may
chu mo, cuwoi gion bi b6 nhw con nit nghich ngom, trong that la chudng
mat, com da an hai ngay cing muon noén ra. Co tay c6 chan ching lai deo
day vong bac sang loang, cit moi budc di lai cham vao nhau khua 1én leng
keng.

Pai han rau vira thady bon tén nay, 1ap titc xanh mat, ha giong: “Hac Xa
khong phai bi ngudi ta giét chét.”

Ly Tam Hoan “A” mdt tiéng.
Dai han rau néi tiép: “Han bi bo cap va ran rét can chét day!”

Ly Tam Hoan bién sac, tram giong héi: “Thi ra chw vi 1a Ngli Boc Bong
Tw, mon ha Cyc Lac Bong ¢ Mieu Cuong.”

Mot trong bon tén, ga Hoang y dong tr nglira mat cuwdi ha ha: “Bon ta cuc
kho 1am méi dap dwgc mot ngudi tuyét tuyét dep. Thé ma ngwoi lam hw
mat, ta phai bat dén.”

Chit “dén” vtra diit, Hoang y dong tiv da xong x0c lao thang td&i. Cac loai
chuong khanh gan day trén vong bac & c6 tay, c6 chan cta han khua Ién
leng keng nhtrc 6c dinh tai.
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Ly Tam Hoan chi nhin han cwdi cwdi, khéng nhiic nhich chit nao. Nhung
Ngu Nhi bong vot 1én khong, chup tay ga dong ti do vang, kéo nghiéng qua
mot bén.

Kim su Tra Manh voi cuoi 16n: “Ly Tham Hoa gia tai thién van, cho du
nguoi vang di nita cling thira sttc dén bu, chit dirng néi chi ngudi tuyét. Xin
bon vi dirng gap gap, dé Tra mo gidi thiéu da.”

Hong y dong t& cudi hi hi: “Biét roi, biét roi... Ta biét han ho Ly, goi la Ly
Tam Hoan.”

Hac y dong t tiép: “Ta con biét han tinh thong da bon moén & do twong, tw
lau da mudn bat han dan di tim nhitng nagi vui choi khodi lac.”

Luc y dong ti ndi: “Hoc van han ciing rat cao, da tirng thi d6 Tham Hoa.
Nghe dau ca cha lan 6ng ndi han ciling tirng do Tham Hoa.”

Hong y dong tr cwdi 1on: “Chi tiéc la Tiéu Ly Tham Hoa khong thich lam
quan, lai thich lam cwong dao.”

Bon ching néi qua néi lai toan chuyén cii rich, chi c6 A Phi cham chu
nghe. Ga that khong ngo cudc doi ctia ngwdi ban méi quen nay lai c6 nhiéu
goc do nhuw thé. Nhung ga lai chwa hiéu, bon nay chi biét mét phan nho
trong cudc séng ctia Ly Tam Hoan ma thoi. Ma mdot phan do6 cling da noi
dén ba ngay ba dém chwa hét.

A Phi ciing khong phat gidc duwgc, nét mat ciia Ly Tam Hoan van twoi cuoi,
nhung trong long lai cwc ky buon ba. Cit méi lan Ly Tam Hoan nghe thién
ha nhac t6i chuyén doi minh 1a lai dau nhw xé ruot.

Dot nhién, Ngu Nhi tram mat xudng noéi: “Céac vi biét vé Ly Tham Hoa
cling kha nhiéu day, nhung chac chwa nghe néi dén than dao ctia Tiéu Ly la
dé nhat thién ha, phong ra chwa trat dao nao.”
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Hoang y dong t& cudi khi khi, néi: “Phong ra chua trat dao nao... Ha ha, té
ra ngwoi sg ta chét vi ngon dao ay nén kéo ta lai phai khong? Nguwoi sg kho
néi chuyén vdi sw phu ta, nén ngan chan khong cho ta chét day uv?”

Ly Tam Hoan mim cwoi: “Xin cac vi c yén tam, dao thi hai cia tai ha
chwa chac da phong ra duwge. Chi mot dao thi dit khoat khong thé giét chét
cung luc sau nguwoi.”

Bong nhién ho Ly tram mat xudng, tritng mat nhin Tra Manh: “Néu cac vi
muon bao thu cho Gia Cat L6i, xin c¥ viéc ra tay.”

Kim s Tra Manh cudi khan hai tiéng réi noi: “Gia Cat Loi qua la dang
chét, sao 6 thé trach Ly huynh dugc?”

Ly Tam Hoan néi: “Qui vi khéng bao thu cho Gia Cat L6i, vay chang 1é
tim tai ha dé mdi di udng ruwgu sao?”

Tra Manh tram ngam, chwa biét phéi néi ra sao.

Ngu Nhi cwoi lanh 1€o: “Ching ta chi muén Ly Tham Hoa vui long trao cai
tai dy lai ma thoi.”

Ly Tam Hoan chau may: “Cai tai u?”

Tra Manh gat dau: “Phadi, cai tdi dy la ctia nguoi ta giao cho Kim Sw Tiéu
Cuc. Néu 16 bi mat, thi thanh danh may muoi ndm qua cta tiéu cuc ching

t0i cling mat theo trong mot sém mét chiéu.”

Pua mat vé phia thi thé Hac Xa, Ly Tam Hoan héi: “Cai ti ay khong c6
trong minh han sao?”

Tra Manh cudi 16n: “Ly huynh néi gidn réi. Cé mat Ly huynh & do thi lam
sao Hac Xa lay dugc?”
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Ly Tam Hoan chau may, thé dai, 1dm bam: “Binh sinh ta s¢ nhat la phién
phttc, ma sao nhitng chuyén phién phtc lai ¢ tim ta...”

Khong nghe r6, Tra Manh noi tiép: “Chi can Ly huynh trao cai tui ay lai,
khong nhitng tai ha 1ap titc di ngay, ma con phai hau ta dé Ly huynh uong
rou tiéu sau nira.”

Ly Tam Hoan nhe vu6t con dao nhé trong tay, dot nhién cudi: “Khong sai!
Cai tai ay dich xac & trong tay ta, nhung ta chwa quyét dinh dwgc c6 nén
trao lai cho cac vi hay khong. T6t nhat 1a cac vi dé cho ta suy nghi mot
chut.”

Mat Tra Manh hoi do6i sac nhwng Ngu Nhi da voi héi: “Khong biét cac ha
can suy nghi bao lau?”

Ly Tam Hoan n6i: “Chi can mot gio cling da. Sau mot gio ching ta sé gap
nhau ¢ day.”

Khong can suy nghi, Ngu Nhi néi ngay: “Puwoc, ¢t nhu thé.”
Han khong noi gi nita, vay tay goi dong bon di ngay.

Hoang y dong t& cwdi hi hi: “Ntra gio cling chay da xa roi, sao phai cho
dén mot gio?”

Ngu Nhi nghiém giong: “Sau khi buéc vao giang ho, trwede khi lui vé an
dat, Tiéu Ly Tham Hoa da giao chién hon ba tram tran 1én nho, chwa tirng
chay trén bao gio.”

Ching dén da mau, ma rat di lai cang mau hon nita. Trong nhdy mat,
nhitng tiéng vong bac khua leng keng da xa ngoai muwoi tregng.
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A Phi d6t nhién noi: “Céi tai 4y nhat dinh khong c6 trong tay huynh.”
Ly Tam Hoan im lang gat dau.
A Phi lai hoi: “Da khong co6 thi sao lai thtta nhan?”

Ly Tam Hoan mim cuwdi: “Du ta n6i khong c6, thi ho ciing khong tin, s6m
mudn gi r6i cling phadi danh nhau. Vi thé ta danh phdi nhan bwra cho do
phién phic.”

A Phi lai hoi: “Pa biét sém mudn gi r6i cling phai danh nhau, thi con phai
hen lai lam gi?”

Ly Tam Hoan noi: “Trong vong mot gid, ta phai tim ra mot nguwoi.”
A Phi hoi: “Nguwoi nao?”

Ly Tam Hoan no6i: “Ké 1ay cap cai tui do!”

A Phi hoi: “Huynh biét ké ay la ai khong?”

Ly Tam Hoan no6i: “Dém qua noi khach diém c6 mat ba ngwoi cia Kim Sw
Tiéu Cuc. Gia Cat Loi va Triéu lao nhi da chét, con lai mot nguwdi. Ta can
tim nguoi ay.”

A Phi nghi nggi mot Idc roi hoi: “Tén dé lun tit, mdc do da mau tim théu
hoa, litng deo nhuyén tién, bén mép tai c6 mot chum 16ng den, c6 ding
khong?”

Ly Tam Hoan mim cudi: “Nguwoi chi nhin thodng qua han, khong ngo nhg
dwoc ti mi dén thé!”

A Phi cling cudi: “B0 dang nhu han, chi nhin bang mot mat ciing da nhé

»

roi.
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Ly Tam Hoan néi: “Khong sai! Ta muén tim con nguoi d6. Hom qua &
khach diém, chi c6 han mdi biét gia tri ctia céi tii dy. Tw ldc dau han da co
an nap, roi nhan lic khoéng ai dé y 1én doat 1dy. Hain muon danh lac hwéng
Tra Manh, bén do trach nhiém 4dy 1én dau Ly mo.”

A Phi tram ngam mot ldc, chi “A” mot tiéng.

Ly Tam Hoan cwdi buén, noi tiép: “May ma day khong phdi la l1an dau tién
ta bi nguwoi khac gia hoa.”

A Phi néi: “Tra Manh biét chiing ta di theo duwdong nay, chac ciing do chinh
han béo tin?”

Ly Tam Hoan gat dau: “Khong sai.”

A Phi noi: “Bé€ tranh sy hoai nghi ctia Tra Manh, c6 1é tam thdi han chwa
dam tron.”

Ly Tam Hoan lai néi: “Khong sai.”

A Phi n6i: “Nhat dinh han dang & m6t cho véi bon Tra Manh. Ching ta chi
can tim dwoc Tra Manh 1a c6 thé tim dwoc han.”

Ly Tam Hoan vo6 vo vai A Phi, cudi: “Chi can ba dén nam nam di lai giang
ho, nhat dinh khong con ai qua mat nguoi dugc. Néu con co hdi gap nhau,
mong rang ching ta van la bang hitu.”

Ho Ly cudi ha ha roi tiép: “Ciing vi ta that sy khong muon c6 mét dich thu
nhu ngwoi.”

A Phi im lang mot chut, r6i nhin chang, héi: “Bay gid huynh muoén ta di
u?”

Ly Tam Hoan noi: “Pay la viéc cua ta, khong lién quan dén nguoi. Bon
ching khéng thé tim ra nguwoi, tai sao nguoi lai khong di?”
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A Phi héi: “Nguoi sg lién luy dén ta, hay la khéng muon di chung véi ta?”

Anh mét Ly Tam Hoan 16 vé dau khé nhung miéng van cudi twoi: “Thién
ha khong bubi tiéc nao khong tan, gdp nhau trudc sau roi cling chia tay.
Sé&m mudn doi ngay khong thanh van de.”

Tram ngam mot lac, A Phi tho tay vao trong xe, rét day hai ly regu: “Ta
moi huynh thém mot ly niva.”

Ly Tam Hoan don 1ay ly rwegu udng can mot hoi, roi cwdi: “Khuyén quan
canh tan nhat béi tiru, dit nhi dong tiéu van c6 sau. Ha ha! M&i anh udng
can chén nay; néi sau van co tha bay cudi troi.”

Ngtrng mdt lat, chang lai cwdi réi gdp minh xudng ho sdc sua.
A Phi ldang nhin Ly Tam Hoan mét ltc, r6i quay buéc bé di.

Luc nay, ¢ phia chan troi xa xa, tuyét lai 14 ta roi. Trong khoanh khac, troi
dat that la tinh mich, nghe dwgc ca tiéng hoa tuyét roi xuéng mat dat.

Nhin theo dang thang tap cia ga thiéu nién tir t khuat trong gié tuyét, nhin
theo hang dau chan c6 doc dai dang dac dang m& dan trén mat tuyét, Ly
Tam Hoan rét day mot ly ruegu, nang 1én, khé thd dai, lam bam: “Tiéu bang
hitu, ching ta hay can thém mot ly nita. That tinh ta khong muén nguoi di,
nhung twong lai cia nguwoi con dai, di theo ta chang c6 1gi gi. Con ngudi Ly
mo ludn gan vai rai ro, phién phitc, nguy hiém va bat hanh. T6t nhat 1a ta
khong nén két ban v4i ngudi nao nira.”

Di nhién A Phi khong nghe dugc cau néi dy cta Ly Tam Hoan.

Tir ndy dén gio, g dai han rdu x6m van ditng nhw mot twgng da, twa vao
thanh xe, khong néi mot 10i. Tuyét roi day dau day mat, ga cling khong
buon dwa tay phui.
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Ly Tam Hoan u6ng can ly regu réi quay qua nhin ga néi: “Nguoi ¢ day doi
ta. Tot nhat la nén chon cat thi thé con ran nay cho ti té. Mot gio sau, ta sé
tré lai.”

Pai han rau cti dau noéi: “Ta biét Kim sw Tra Manh thanh danh nho vao
chuwéng lwc manh liét, nhung chang qua chi c6 huw danh. Thiéu gia chi trong
bon muoi chiéu da cé thé 1ay dugc tha cap cta han.”

Ly Tam Hoan mim cwdi: “C6 thé khong can dung dén mudi chiéu.”
Pai han rau lai hoi: “Con Ngu Nhi?”

Ly Tam Hoan noéi: “Khinh céng cta han khong t6i, nghe dau am khi ciling
rat ac doc, nhwng ta van thitra sitc doi pho.”

Pai han rdu noi: “Nghe néi mon ha ctia Cyc Lac Bong ciing c6 may th
cong phu ta mon. Vira roi ching da xuat tht, qua nhién chiéu s6 vo cong rat
khac ¢ Trung Nguyeén...”

Ly Tam Hoan mim cwoi, ngat 16i ga: “Nguoi c yén tam! S6 nguoi dé
khong du lam ta phai ban tam.”

Sac mat ga dai han chgt tram trong, cham rai néi: “Thiéu gia dirng giau, ta
biét chuyén di nay hung hiém lam. Néu khong, nhét dinh thiéu gia sé khong
chia tay véi ga A Phi dy dau!”

Ly Tam Hoan chau may: “Nguwoi da bién thanh nhiéu chuyén nhw thé ti lic
nao?”

Pai han rau khong néi gi nita, dau lai cang cui thdp hon. Khi ga ngang mat
lén thi Ly Tam Hoan da di khuat vao ritng ram, chi cé tiéng ho con vong
lai.

Tiéng ho kéo dai, lan trong tiéng gi6 tuyét nghe that la ndo rudt.
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Cudi cung, tiéng gio6 tuyét at han tiéng ho.

Pai han rau dam dia nwdc mat, goi tham day vé thé lwong: “Thiéu gia!
Ching ta dang séng yén lanh noi quan ngoai, sao lai phai nhap quan dé
chiu dau kho ch¥? Mwoi nam qua, chang 1€ thiéu gia van chwa thé quén
dwgc nang hay sao? Con muon gap nang hay sao? Gap nang roi cé noi
dwgc cau nao chang? Thiéu gia!... Sao thiéu gia lai kho dén thé...”

Vira vao dén ring, Ly Tam Hoan hoan toan thay déi, t* mot con ngudi ué
oai ban than, dot nhién tré nén nhe nhang nhay bén nhv mot con ché san.
Tai, mat, miii, tay chan, moi co bap moi gidc quan déu van dung day hiéu
qua trén dat tuyét, gitta cac canh kho, tham chi ¢ trén khong trung. Chi can
c6 mot chut xiu vét tich cua dich nhan dé lai, c6 mo6t chit hoi hwém khac
thuong, la chang tuyét nhien khong bo qua. Hai muoi nam nay, khong co
mot ngwdi nao trén thé gian c6 thé tron tranh dugce khi chang truy tim.
Hanh dong ctia chang giéng nhw mot con thd, linh hoat nhung khong gap
rat chit nao, cling giong nhw mot vii cong tuyét dinh, bat ké tiét tau nhanh
dén may van c6 thé duy tri dong tac nhu hoa dep dé.

Muoi nam vé tredc, chang da bo tat ca nhitng gi dang co, than nhién di ra
quan ngoai. Luc d6 chang da tirng di qua noi nay, nhung lic do dang la tiét
xuan dm ap, dat day hoa ng.

Chang con nhé rd, dau do6 quanh vung nay c6 mot titu diém nho nhd, tir xa
da c6 thé nhin thdy man ctta mau xanh treo phia trén titu diém. Chang ciing
da tirng dirng xe lai do, vao udng may can rugu.

Rugu tuy khong ngon lam, nhueng vung nay non xanh nwéc biéc, vao tiét
xuan thu hit kha nhiéu nguwdi du ngoan. Chang da thay rat nhiéu thanh nién
nam nit an mdc twoi dep dang an udng vui dua, con ban than minh thi dang
uong tirng ngum rwgu dang, tir day cdo biét bui tran. Nhitng an twong nay
that la vinh vién khong thé quén dugc.
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Khi d6 chang khong thé twéng trong noi, sau mudi nam tréi minh lai tré vé
noi day. Con nguoi chac chan cling da thay do6i nhiéu, nhitng thiéu nit téc
bim nam nao, nay c6 thé da xuat gia lam dau nha khac; nhitng Iita doi an ai
nam nao, nay c6 thé da chén vui dudi huyét sdu. Ngay cd nhitng hoa cé
ngay xuwa, hom nay ciing 1ap trong bang tuyét. Nhung chang van hy vong,
cai titu diém nho nho van con & dé.

Chang hy vong nhu thé, khong phdi vi mu6n dén tim lai nhitng hoi c nam
nao, ma vi cho rang bon Kim s Tra Manh khong chirng ciing & trong titu
diém do.

Thé gigi cua bang tuyét di nhién c6 nhiéu cai khac vGi thé gi¢i mua xuan.
Ly Tam Hoan di tr@ lai con dwdng nay, trong long khong nén noi, chot thay
nhoi 1én.

Phu qui, san nghiép, quyén thé, danh dv, dia vi, doi khi ngudi ta dé dang bo
dwgc. Chi c6 ky tc, chi c6 ky e chua x6t nhw nhitng xiéng xich rang budc,
m&i khién ngudi ta vinh vién khong thé nao quén.

Ly Tam Hoan 14y trong boc ra mot binh rwgu nho, ngtra c6 uoéng can. Dgi
cho con ho cham dit, chang méi budc di.

Cudi cung, chang da nhin thay tiru diém thap thodng xa xa. B6 la mot can
nha don so nam dwdi chan nui, chi cé vai gian, xung quanh la hanh lang
twong doi rong, lan can duwgc son mau dé dam, con rém ctta thi mau xanh
bich.

Ly Tam Hoan con nh@ 1o, tiét xuan nam ay, hoa dai n@ day trién nui, ryc rd
va thom ngat. Chang da dya vao céi lan can mau dé dam do6, ngam hoa
udng rugu. Trong canh sac hitu tinh nhw thé, rwgu nhat ciing tré thanh ruegu
ngon. Nhung bay gid 16p son dé ciing troc di theo thdi gian, con trién nai
chi mot mau tuyét trang.
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Trén mat tuyét con in vai vét banh xe cung nhitng dau chan ngya xen nhau.
Sau nha, thinh thodng vong lén tiéng ngwa hi vang hoa quyén cung gié
dong.

Ly Tam Hoan biét minh doan khéng sai. Nhat dinh bon Tra Manh dang
ditng & noi day, vi trong thoi tiét nay, noi day khéng thé c6 du khach nao
khac.

Ly Tam Hoan than trong hon, tién nhanh vé phia tttu diém. Bon bé im ldng,
trong titu diém ciling khong c6 tiéng nguwoi. Thoang chau may, chang lai vot
t¢i nhanh nhw tén ban. Gan dén noi, chang phat giac titu diém tinh mich
khac thwong. Khong mot dong tinh gi, ngoai tiéng hi ctia ngya.

Nhitng tdm van 16t noi hanh lang cling da muc nat, Ly Tam Hoan vira dat
chan 1én la nghe mot tiéng “két”. Ho Ly giat minh, ban ngudi lui lai muoi
thuoc.

Nhung trong tttu diém van lang im.

Tram ngam gidy lat, Ly Tam Hoan nhe buéc ra phia sau nha, tham nghi cé
1€ bon Kim sw Tra Manh chwa vé dén day. Nhung chang 1ap titc nhin thay
Tra Manh. Tra Manh dang tritng mat nhin chang.

Mat cta Tra Manh hau nhw 16i hét ra ngoai. Mat han khéng con mot giot
mau, nhung day vé dit ton khién ngudi ta phai s¢ hdi. Han dang ding dya
vao mot cay tru tredc tau ngya.

Trong tau, ngwa van hi nho nhé, giam v6 nhé nhe xuéng nén. Tra Manh van
ding yén, khong n6i mot 16i ma cling khong cir dong, giong nhu mot cuc
dat sét, nhu mot pho twgng chwa dwgce son phét.
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Ly Tam Hoan nhe thé mot hoi: “Khong nggo...”

Chang chi néi hai tiéng roi im bat, vi da hiéu rang Tra Manh khong thé
nghe chang noéi, ma cling khong con c6 thé nghe ai n6i dugc nita.
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3 - Bau vat dong long nguoi

Ly Tam Hoan nhin qua mét lwot, thdy yét hau Tra Manh thung mét 10.
Nguoi giét han co6 1é khong muén mau ban ra lung tung, nén vira rat kiém
ra thi da 4n ngay vao d6 mot cuc tuyét. Khi tuyét tan hét thi vét thwong
cling da dong mau lai r6i.

Thi thé Tra Manh van ditng thang, dwa vao tru go, khong nga xuéng. Nhu
vay dua thay kiém phap ctia ngwoi giét han nhanh nhen vo twéng, chi mot
kiém la xuyén yét hau, roi 1ap tirc it kiém ra, lwc dao vira da khéng chut
dw thtra, nén thi thé han van con ditng virng.

Co6 thé Tra Manh ciing dinh chong cw, nhung han chwa kip dong day thi da
bi dam xuyén qua yét hau, nén van ditng thang bang & do.

Chiéu kiém nay nhanh qua!

Sac mat cia Ly Tam Hoan 16 vé kinh ngac. Chang biét Kim s Tra Manh
thanh danh da hon hai muwoi nam nay, bon tau giang ho it khi chiu 1ép vé.

Chiéu bai ctia Kim S Tiéu Cuc ciling noi tiéng la khé bat nat, da thay Tra
Manh khong phai la ké yéu. Nhuwng lan nay han khong kip phan khang chut
nao, chi mot chiéu da bi ngudi ta xuyén thung yét hau.

Cho du thay vao ché Tra Manh la mét nguwoi bang go, mudon mot kiém
xuyén thing yét hau ma nguoi go khong nga ra, tuyét nhién khong dé dang
gl.

Ly Tam Hoan xoay minh phéng vao ttru diém. Trén ctta khong buéng rem,
ban ghé chwa bay bién, hién nhién titu diém khong bu6n ban trong thoi tiét
nhu thé nay.
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Trong gian nha rong thénh thang, chi c6 mot ban bén cira s6 1a da don thirc
an, nhung chwa ai dung dén, tham chi ly regu cling con nguyén chwa udng.

Bo6n ga dong tir dén tir Cuc Lac Bong cling da bién thanh bén t thi. Pau t
thi huwéng ra ngoai, chan huéng vao gitta phong, thanh hinh chi¥ thap.
Nhitng chiéc luc lac vang ra t¥ tung bén canh, sic mat van mang mot nu
cuoi gia trd, yét hau déu bi kiém xuyén thang.

Bén kia, Ngu Nhi nga vao mét goc cdt, hai tay 1do con nam citng, hinh nhw
nam day am khi. Nhung am khi chwa kip phong ra thi da bi kiém xuyén
thing yét hau.

Ly Tam Hoan khong r6 1a kinh ngac hay vui mirng, c@ 1am bam: “Kiém

phap nhanh qua! Kiém phap nhanh qua!”

Néu la hai ngay trudc, Ly Tam Hoan khong sao doan néi ai c6 thé st kiém
nhanh nhw vay. Nam xwa, Tuyét Ung T & Thién Son xung la dé nhat kiém
khach, kiém phdp tuy khinh khodi linh hoat, nhwng khong hiém ac nhw thé
nay. Huong ho, tir sau tran giao chién & thung lting Ung Sau, vi kiém khach
tuyét thé nay da gac kiém qui an. Bén nay khong chitng xuwong cot 1ao da
chon vui trén dinh ndi Thién Son, ngan nam bang tuyét khong tan.

Gan hon, nhitng danh hiép tung hoanh thién ha nhw Tram Lang, Hung Miéu
Nhi, Vuwong Lan Hoa... da cung biét tich giang ho. Nghe néi ho da dong
thuyén ra bién dé tim mot vi tién sinh noi hai ngoai. Huong ho, nhitng vi
nay déu khong dung kiém.

Ngoai ho ra, Ly Tam Hoan chwa biét ké nao c6 thé st kiém nhanh nhu thé.
Nhung bay gio, chang da biét mot nguoi.

D6 la thiéu nién A Phi c6 doc, vira than bi vira u uat.
Ly Tam Hoan nham mat lai, hinh dung lai khung canh ban ndy. A Phi ué

0di di vao titu diém, bon ho phap Bong T ctia Cuc Lac Pong 1ap titc xong
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ra bao vay lay ga.

Nhung bon chiing vira rit luc lac ra thi lwdi kiém caa A Phi da nhanh nhw
dién xet, doc nhu ran mo, xuyén thing yét hau cia bon chiing, nhitng nu
cwoi nham hiém trén mat con chwa kip tat.

Ngu Nhi & goc phong bén kia mu6n phéng am khi. Han noi tiéng vé khinh
cong va am khi, tat nhién tay chan mau le. Nhung tay mé&i méc am khi ra
chwa kip phong, thi A Phi da vot dén, dam ludi kiém qua yét hau.

Ly Tam Hoan thd dai, nhe néi: “D6 choi v? Thé ma cé ngudi néi thanh
kiém cua han la m6t mén do choi.”

Ly Tam Hoan dot nhién phat hién trén c6t c6 mdy dong chit khac bang
kiém: “Huynh da giup ta giét Gia Cat L6i, nén ta gitp huynh giét bon nguoi
nay. Ta khong mudn ng nguoi, vi ta nghi con ngudi khong nén mac ng.”

Xem dén day, Ly Tam Hoan khong nén dugc, cuwoi kho, nghi tham: “Ta
giup nguoi giét mot nguwdi, nguoi gitp ta giét dén sau mang. Nguoi cling
biét con ngwdi khong nén mac ng, thi sao lai dé ta ng nguoi?”.

Nhung ho Ly lai doc xudng dwdi: “Ta giip huynh giét bon nay, tuy sé
lwgng dong hon nhung chat lwgng c6 khac. Truong hgp huynh giét nguoi
c6 thé doi ngang sau nguwdi nay, cho nén huynh khong no ta. Ta cling khong
muon ngwoi khac no ta.”

Ly Tam Hoan pha lén cuwdi, nghi: “Tiéu bang hitu tinh todn ng nan chwa
dwgc tinh vi, xem ra khong thé buén ban phat tai.”

Chtt trén cot chi c6 may hang dé, nhung bén duwéi con c6 khac mot miii tén.

Theo huéng miii tén chi, Ly Tam Hoan di qua mét khung ctra. Bong chang
chgt nghe mét tiéng la kinh hai.
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Roi chang thdy mot thanh kiém sang ngoi, mii kiém chi thang vao mat
minh. Miii kiém dang rung nhe nhe.

Nguoi cam kiém la mot 1do gia map map, rdu tuy chwa bac, nhung nép
nhan trén mat rat nhiéu, co 1€ da kha cao tuoi.

Hai tay lao cam chdt thanh kiém, 16n tiéng héi: “Nguwoi... nguoi la ai?”
Tuy ldo c6 gang noi 16n nhung giong van run ray.

Ly Tam Hoan dot nhién nhan ra ldo, mim cuwdi héi lai: “Lao khong nhan ra
ta u?”

L.do lac dau.

Ly Tam Hoan tiép: “Ta nhan ra ldo. Lao la chd nhan titu quan nay. Mudi
nam trudc, 1o da uéng véi ta may chén rugu!”

Mat ldo gia bt vé canh giac nhwng hai tay van giit chat chu6i kiém, hoi
tiép: “Xin hoi qui tinh cta khach quan.”

Ly Tam Hoan mim cuoi: “Ta ho Ly!”

Lao théd mot hoi dai, buong kiém rét xuéng dat nghe “cach” mot tiéng, mat
mii twoi tinh han 1én: “Thi ra la Ly Tham Hoa! Lao phu da doi cac ha &
day hon ntra ngay.”

Ly Tam Hoan héi lai: “Dgi ta u?”
Lao cha quan gat dau: “Vira r6i c6 mot vi cong tir anh hung da giét kha
nhiéu 4c nhan, nhung con chira lai mot tén, giao cho ldo phu canh gitt, cé

bdo rang Ly Tham Hoa lat nita sé dén. Cong t* d6 dan lao phu giao tén ay
cho Ly Tham Hoa, néu c6 gi so xuat thi sé 1ay mang lao phu.”

Ly Tam Hoan hoi gap: “Tén ay dau?”
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Lao chua quén dap: “Dudi bép!”

Nha bép khong nhé lam nhwng thu don rat sach sé, qua nhién c6 mot nguoi
dang bi tr6i nguwgc vao ghé. Han rat nhé con, canh tai c6 mét chum 16ng
mau den.

Ly Tam Hoan thi da sém biét A Phi giit lai tén nay dé minh tra héi, nhung
tén nay lai khong ngd gip Ly Tam Hoan. Anh mét hén 16 rd vé kinh hi, co
bap noi khée miéng khong ngirng gian giat, khong néi nén 16i. Thi ra A Phi
khong nhitng tr6i ma con nhét gié vao miéng han.

Co 1é A Phi sg han dung 16i 1é du do hay uy hiép ldo chi quan nén m@i nhét
gié vao miéng. Ly Tam Hoan cang cam thay thiéu nién nay rat can than.
Nhung sao A Phi lai khong diém huyét han?

Ngon tiéu dao trén tay Ly Tam Hoan 14p loang. Tay chang ctt dong chi dé
lay gié trong hong han ra, nhung han hodng sg dén ngat di.

Han dinh md& miéng xin tha chét, nhuwng quai ham da té liét, mot chit cling
khong noi ra dugc.

Ly Tam Hoan khong thic giuc han, thong tha ngoi xuéng ghé doi dién, roi
nho ldo cht quan don rugu thit trén ban ngoai kia vao trong bép. Ly Tam
Hoan ttr tir r6t mot chén, uéng can roi mim cwdi héi: “Xin hoi qui tinh.”

Sac mat han vang khe, dwa céi Iwdi kho can liém quanh d6i méi réi méi mao
miéng ndi: “Tai ha la Hong Han Dan.”

Ly Tam Hoan no6i: “Ta da thdy ngwoi uong regu. Dung mét ly nhé?”
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Ly Tam Hoan cat d&t day tréi, rot mét ly rwgu dua cho han. Han ca kinh,
mat trgn 1én, dung sitc xoa bop hai canh tay vira bi tréi chat dén té ciing,
chwa dam dwva tay dén lay ly rugu, nhung cling chwa dam tir chai.

Ly Tam Hoan mim cwoi: “Néu cé nguwdi moi ta udng rugu, nhat dinh ta
khong cu tuyét.”

Hong Han Dan khong con cach nao khac, danh nhan 1ay. Tay han run ray,
chi uéng dwgc phan nita, con mot ntra lam dé 1én 4o.

Ly Tam Hoan thd ra, nhe nhang noi: “Pang tiéc, dang tiéc. Nguwoi hay bat
chudce ta, tim mét con dao nho dé tap khac go, sé hét run tay ngay. Biéu
khac cé thé 1am cho ban tay 6n dinh khong run, do la bi quyét cua ta.”

ROt thém hai chén rugu nita, Ly Tam Hoan mim cuwdi: “Giai nhan khong
thé dwong dot, regu ngon khong thé bd phi. Hai viéc nay nhat dinh ngwoi
nén nhd ky.”

Hong Han Dan dung ca hai tay bung ly rwgu, s rugu lai song ra ngoai, nén
vOi chui dau t6i, ké miéng udng can.

Ly Tam Hoan néi: “Tot lam! Nhitng diéu khac trong cudc doi ta déu khong
nén hoc, chi c6 hai diéu nay dang hoc, bay gio da n6i cho nguoi biét hét.
Nguoi phdi lam gi dé cam ta ta ch?”

Hong Han Dan lap bap: “Tai ha... tai ha...”

Ly Tam Hoan néi: “Ngwoi khong can phai lam gi nhiéu, chi can trao lai cai
tai dy la ta vira y 16i.”

Hai tay Hong Han Dan run 1ay bay, rat may la ly khong con rugu.
Hit m6t hoi rat dai, han héi lai: “Cai tii nao?”

Ly Tam Hoan nheo mat: “Nguwoi khong biét u?”
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Hong Han Dan c6 hét sttc hé m6i mim cuwdi: “Tai ha qua that khong biét!”

Ly Tam Hoan lac dau than thé: “Ta ¢t twdng nhitng ké thich uéng rugu déu
khang khai ngay thang, nhung nguoi... nguwoi that lam ta that vong.”

Hong Han Dan cuwdi néi: “Ly... Ly... Ly dai hiép cé 1é da hiéu nham. Tai ha
qua that...”

Ly Tam Hoan dot nhién tram giong: “Nguoi da udng rugu cua ta ma lai doi
ta. Hdy mau dem rwou tra lai cho ta.”

Hong Han Dan voi dap: “Vang, vang... Tai ha di mua ngay.”

Ly Tam Hoan lac dau: “Ta chi can hai ly reou nguwoi vira uong. Ta khong
can ngwoi mua rugu khac.”

Hong Han Dan chitng lai, 14y tay 4o gat mo hoi, nho giong héi: “Nhung...
nhung regu da udng roi thi lam sao tré lai?”

Ly Tam Hoan diém nhién: “Dé lam.”
Anh dao nhoang 1én, mili tiéu dao an ngay giita nguc Hong Han Dan.

Ly Tam Hoan lanh dam néi: “Rwgu con trong bung nguwoi. Ta chi can mo
bung ngwoi la 14y dugce.”

Hong Han Dan tai mat, nhung c6 guong cudi: “Ly dai hiép ha tat phai dua
gion vdi tiéu nhan nhu the.”

Ly Tam Hoan hoi: “Nguoi twéng ta dua gion u?”

Ly Tam Hoan nhe nhang dn miii dao xudng, chi mu6n lam han rach mot
chut da, chdy mot chut mau.
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Chi c6 ké hén nhat mdi néi doi, nhwng khi ké hén nhat thdy mau minh do
ra, thi chac chan sé sg hai ma ndi ra sy that. Pao ly nay khéng ai hiéu rd
hon Ly Tam Hoan.

Nhung chang c6 cam gidc mii dao cham vao nguwc Hong Han Dan nhw
cham vao da. Gwong mat han van cwoi gia tra, tira nhw khong c6 cam giac
gl ca.

Ly Tam Hoan chdp chép mat, dirng tay lai. Khong ngd con qui nhat gan
nay lai dao thwong chém khong vao.

Thé ma Ly Tam Hoan khong chut kinh ngac. Nguwgc lai, chang mim cuoi
héi: “Ngwoi vao chon giang ho chac ciing da 1au?”

Hong Han Dan khéng hiéu vi sao chang dot ngdt héi cau nay. Han hoi sting
sOt, r0i noi: “Pa hai mwoi nam roi!”

Ly Tam Hoan néi: “Vay chac nguoi biét, trong giang ho c6 nhitng bao vat
rat than ky. Tuy it ngwdi mat thay, nhung da don dai nhiéu nam, trong do6 c6
mot cai chinh la...”

Mat Ly Tam Hoan nhin thang vao Hong Han Dan, néi titng chi* mot: “...
chinh 1a Kim Ty Giap. Nghe n6i vat nay dao chém khong vao, ltra dot
khong chdy. Nguoi ¢ trén giang ho da hai mwoi nam, chac da tirng nghe

»

qua.

Sac mat Hong Han Dan tré nén trang béch nhw tdim khan trdi ban, nhom
day lao minh ra ctra.

Than phap cua han khong cham, vira nhoang 1én mot cai da ra dén ctra,
nhung Ly Tam Hoan da chén san ngoai ctra roi.

Hong Han Dan nghién rang, xoay ngudi rat cay Lién Tt Thuong sang
loang ra. Anh bac nhap nhoéng, sgi xich trén cdy thwong nay nhw con doc
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xa, lao dén Ly Tam Hoan.

Xem ra han da luyén Lién T Thwong t6i thiéu ciing hai ba chuc nam. Sgi
xich mém mai duwgc kinh lyc bién thanh thang tap, rit gié vu vu phéng
thang vao yét hau ctia Ly Tam Hoan.

Chi nghe “coong” mot tiéng, chén rwgu trong tay Ly Tam Hoan da doén lay
mii thvong dam dén.

Khéng hiéu sao, miii thwong khong lam ly rugu bé nat.

Ly Tam Hoan mim cuwdi: “Sau nay néu c6 nguwoi khuyén ta bé rugu, nhat
dinh ta sé noi cho ho biét uéng rwgu cé nhiéu ich lgi. Chén rugu cling c6
thé citu mang ta.”

Hong Han Dan ditng sitng nhu twgng da, moé hoi do ra nhw mua.
Ly Tam Hoan tiép: “Néu khéng mudn danh nhau, nguoi hay céi Kim Ty

Giap ra dé tra tién regu. Nhw vay cling tam trd dwgc moén ng hai ly reegu khi

2»

nay.
Hong Han Dan run giong: “Cac ha... cac ha that sy can...”

Ly Tam Hoan ngat 10i: “Ta khong can vat do6. Nguoi cé thé thtra ltic khong
ai chil y ma danh cap do vat, d6 la ban lanh caa nguwoi. Nhwng nguwoi khong
nén néi véi ké khac la ta 1dy. Ta khong thich bi vu oan.”

Hong Han Dan dap: “Khong sai, tiéu nhan da lay céi tdi ay. Trong tdi ay
dich thi 1a Kim Ty Giap. Nhung... nhung...”

Han khong néi dwoc nita, nwdc mat chye trao ra...

Ly Tam Hoan néi: “Kim Ty Giap la vat chi bdo phong than, nhung nguoi
doat n6 dé lam chi? Cho du ngwoi c6 mac mudi bo Kim Ty Gidp, mot dao
cua ta ciing 1y dugc mang ngwoi. Nguoi ha tat phai vi n6 ma mat mang!”
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Chang thé dai roi tiép: “Nhitng bao vat trén thé gian, chi ngudi c6 ditc méi
nén gitt. Loai nguwdi nhw ngwoi khong nén gitt nhitng vat thé nay. Nguoi
nén dem no tang cho ta, con cé thé séng thém vai nam nita.”

Hong Han Dan ha giong: “Tiéu nhan ciing biét minh khong xitng véi vat
ay, nén cling chwa bao gio mudn chiém lam cua riéng...”

Ly Tam Hoan héi: “Chang 1€ ngwoi mu6n dem né tang cho nguwdi khac? Ai
thé?”

Hong Han Dan can rang, moi redm mau.

Ly Tam Hoan diém nhién: “Ta rat c6 nhiéu cach budc ngudi ta phéi noi
that, nhung ta von khong thich dung. Hy vong nguwoi khong budc ta phai
dung dén.”

Cudi cung, Hong Han Dan thd ra: “Pugc. Ta n6i.”

Ly Tam Hoan gat dau: “T6t nhat la ngwoi nén noi tir dau.”

Tram ngam gidy lat, Hong Han Dan noi: “Ly dai hiép c6 biét mot tén siéu
trom tén Pai Ngii hay khong? Cai loai dao chich thap kém 4y, cé 1€ Ly dai

hiép khong biét dau.”

Ly Tam Hoan cuoi: “Chang nhitng ta biét tén ma con biét mat han. Nguoi
dé khinh c6ng rat giéi, ban lanh an trom ciing rat kha, hon nita, tttu lwgng
cling khong t6i.”

Hong Han Dan néi: “Bo Kim Ty Gidp nay von la cia han, khong hiéu da
danh cap tir dau.”

Ly Tam Hoan hoi: “Thé sao no lai lot vao tay bon nguoi?”
Hong Han Dan dap: “Han va Gia Cat L6i von la ban cii. Bon tiéu nhan gap

han trong mot quan regu & Trwong Gia Khau. Khi say tiy ldy, han dem
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Kim Ty Giép ra khoe. Gia Cat L6i nhin thay thi dé mat, thé r6i... thé r6i...”

Ly Tam Hoan tram mat xuong: “Cac ngwoi da lam chuyén khong quang
minh chinh dai, lai con dam trach nguoi khac v?”

Hong Han Dan cti mat thd dai: “Pai Ngii chac chan phai biét Kim Ty Giap
la vat ma ca giang ho muon doat 1dy. Han da mac cai 4o ay thi dang ly
khong nén uéng rugu.”

Ly Tam Hoan lanh 1o n6i: “Khong phdi la han khong nén uéng rwgu, ma
dung ra la khéng nén giao két vGi loai bang hitu nhw cac nguwoi.”

Vi ho then, da mat cia Hong Han Dan ttr trang xanh hoi do dan 1én.

Ly Tam Hoan tiép: “Kim Ty Giap tuy dugc goi la mot trong Vo Lam Tam
Bao nhung thyc ra cling khéng c6 1gi ich gi mdy, chi tri Itic hai cao tht vo
cong xap xi nhau giao tranh. Tat ca nhitng ngwdi doat dugc né déu kho
tranh khoéi mat mang. Ta khong biét tai sao né lai hap dan moi ngwdi nhw
thé, chac phai con mot nguyén do khac nita.”

Hong Han Dan néi: “Khong sai, trong d6 con c6 mot bi mat. Nhung bay
gio thi bi mat nay khéng con la bi mat niva réi, bai vi...”

Han vira n6i dén day thi ldo cht quan da bung vao hai hii regu, twoi cuoi:
“Rugu mdi ham, xin Tham Hoa dai nhan uéng mot chén cho néng réi hay
chuyeén tro.”

Ly Tam Hoan cwdi buon: “Néu ldo muén sau nay ta con ghé téi, thi hay bo
16i xung ho ay di. Nghe dén bon tiéng Tham Hoa Dai Nhan dé la ta nuot
rugu khong troi.”

Cai ly hay con nam trong tay Ly Tam Hoan, lao rét day vao. Hwong rugu
x6ng phung phitc 1én miii, sdc mat Ly Tam Hoan twoi han 1én.
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Ly Tam Hoan cudi: “Ruwgu ngon!”
Chang ngtra ¢6 udng can, roi lai gdp minh xudng ho su su.

Lao chu quan thé dai, kéo mét chiéc ghé lai, diu Ly Tam Hoan ng6i xudng:
“Ho hen rat thwong ton dén than thé, Tham Hoa phai can than hon.”

Lao chot mim cuwdi, ndi tiép: “Rugu nay chuyén tri ho hen, qui khach uéng
vao dam bdo sé khong con ho nita.”

Ly Tam Hoan cwoi: “Ruwgu ma cé thé tri ho thi qua la thap toan thap my.
Lo cling nén uéng mot ly.”

Ldao chd quan lac dau: “Lao phu khéng uéng.”

Ly Tam Hoan nhuwdng mat, hoi: “Tai sao? Nguwoi ban sti cdo tha an man
thau chit khong muodn an sti cdo, chang 1é nguwdi ban rugu cling chi mudn
udng nwdc chir khong uéng rwou hay sao?”

Lao cha quéan dap: “Binh thwdong thi 1do phu cling uéng may ly, nhung rugu
trong hii nay thi lao phu khong thé uéng!”

Anh mét 16 do ctia 130 ta dot nhién tré nén sic bén, gian xao.
Ly Tam Hoan khéng lwu y, chi mim cwdi héi: “Sao thé?”

Ldo chu quan nhin vao ngon tiéu dao trén tay Ly Tam Hoan, ti* ton noi:
“B@i vi néu ldo phu udng chén rwgu nay, chi can van dong chan luc la chat
doc sé boc phat, that khiéu (ta mau ma chét.”

Ly Tam Hoan ha hoc miéng, citng hong, cuc ky sting sot.

Hong Han Dan vira s¢ vira mirng: “Khong ngo lao trugng lai gitp ta. Sau
nay nhat dinh Hong mo sé hau ta.”
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Lao chu cwdi nhat: “Nguoi khong can cam on ta.”

Hong Han Dan hoi bién sac nhuwng van cudi néi: “Tién boi that 1a chan
nhan bat 10 twéng, chang 1é cling mudn...”

Miéng han van n6i nhung tay da vung ra ngon Lién T Thuong.

Lao chu quan noi gian quat 1én mot tiéng, than hinh gay com tw nhién cao
1én mot thuwdc, tay trai vira 1at ra da nam dwgce ngon thuwong, 16n tiéng quat:
“Cai thtt nhv ngroi ma cling dam dong thu vai lao gia hay sao?”

Ldo gia nhat gan chi trong nhay mat da bién thanh con nguoi khac, ngay ca
sac mat cling d6i thanh dé tia, an hién 4nh hong quang.

Hong Han Dan nhin thay sac dién ky la d6, chgt nhé ra mot nguwdi, kinh hai
la 1én: “Tién boi tha mang... Tiéu nhan khong biét tién boi la...”

Pa tré mat roi. Quyén bén phai cta lao chi quan da phéng ra, nghe “binh”
mot tiéng la than hinh Hong Han Dan bay ra ngoai, sgi xich trén tay cting
bi dit doi. Than thé han va vao twong, rét vao cai chdo dang dé trén bép.

Than lwc cta phat quyén nay that sy kinh nguwoi.

Ly Tam Hoan thé mot hoi, khé lac dau: “Ta da noi tredc roi. Nguwoi ma cé
Kim Ty Giép thi sé chét sém hon.”

Ldo chd vitt nita cdy Lién Tw Thuwong xuéng dat, nhin vao thi thé Hong
Han Dan mot cach xudt than, tirng nép nhan trén mat hién ra rd mon mot,
cham rai néi: “Pa hai mwoi nam, ta khong giét nguoi.”

ROi lao chép mat, néi tiép: “Nhung ta chwa quén cach giét ngwoi, phai
khong?”

Ly Tam Hoan hoi lai: “Ngwoi vi nhitng chuyén nay ma giét ngudi, thi cé
dang khong?”
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Lao dap: “Hai mwoi nam trwdc, ta cé thé giét ngwoi khong vi chuyén gi
cal”

Ly Tam Hoan néi: “Nhung dén nay thi da hai mwoi ndm ré6i. Nguwoi lanh
mat duge sudt hai muwoi nam ké ciing khong phai la dé, bay gio néu vi mot
chuyén nhv thé ma 10 mat thi cé dang chang ?”

Sac mat 1do gia hoi bién doi, no6i: “Thi ra nguwoi da biét ta la ai r6i.”

Ly Tam Hoan cwoi: “Tw dién nhi lang Ton Pat hai mwoi nam treée von la
mot nhan vat khét tiéng, ca gan dam dat vg ctia Duwong Pai H6 T, thu lanh
bady muwoi hai bén bai chay trén. Diing khi d6 da lam ta than phuc.”

Ldo gian dit n6i: “Luc nay nguoi van con dam an néi bira bai u?”

Ly Tam Hoan van diém nhién: “Nguwoi dirng nghi rang ta dang trao phing
ngwoi. Mot nam nhan dam liéu mang tron di cung ni* nhan minh yéu, mac
cho thién ha phi bang, tham chi hy sinh tat ca khong ti€c ré. Mot nam nhan
nhu thé toi thiéu cling khong then 1a nam nhan, ta boi phuc la phai. Nhung
bay gio...”

Chang lac dau, thd dai néi tiép: “Bay gio ta that that vong. Bai vi ta khong
ngd T Dién Nhi Lang lai la m6t ké tiéu nhan co dau rit c6, chi dam am
tham ha doc, khong dam dung ban lanh chan thyc dé quyét thang bai véi ké
khac.”

Ton Pat nhin Ly Tam Hoan day phan nd, nhung chwa kip néi gi thi dot
nhién c6 tiéng cwoi vang 1én: “Nguoi noi nhu thé cling la tang bdc 1ao roi.
Muo6n ha doc thi ciing can phai c6 hoc van, han chwa 6 ban lanh dén thé.”

Pay la thanh am ctia mot ni nhan, nghe that ém tai.

Ly Tam Hoan mim cudi: “Khéng sai. Bang 1€ ta phai sém nhan ra day la
tha doan cia Twong Vi phu nhan. Ly Tam Hoan dwoc chét duéi tay cia
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nguwoi dep noi tiéng giang hé hai mwoi nam trudc, tinh mang ciing khong
ubng phi lam.”

Tiéng cuwdi hich hich dap lai: “Cai miéng nguoi qua la biét néi chuyén. Néu
hai mwoi nam vé tredc ma ta gap nguoi, thi chac khong tron theo han dau.”

Trong tiéng cuwdi, c6 nang yéu diéu budc ra. Hai muwoi nam da troi qua,
nhung nang cling chua gia lam. DB6i mat hdy con day nét phong tinh, ham
rang van con trang dep, nhuwng vong eo ctia nang...

Nang khong con eo nita, than hinh giong nhw mdt cai thung khong 16n lam,
tam tam chita da nwéc dé twdi hai mau rudng.

Ly Tam Hoan nghen hong, tira nhw dang c6 nu6t chitng mot qua tring ga.
Pay ma la Twong Vi phu nhan v? That kho ma tin dugc.

My¥ nhan tan phai nhan sac theo thdoi gian, von la mot diéu khién ngudi ta
vira nu6i tiéc vira thwong cam. Nhung ciru my nhan khong biét minh khong
con la gai doi muoi nita, c6 gang dung day cot siét lai nhitng 16p m& dw
thtra trén nguwoi, dung phan son dé san 1ap nhitng nép nhan, thi khong lam
cho nguoi ta thwong cam, ma lam cho ngwoi ta phi cuoi.

Pao ly do rat ro rang, nhung that ky la 1a phan dong nit nhan trén doi khong
hé biét dao ly dy, dung hon la c6 tinh khong mu6n biét.

Twong Vi phu nhan khoac mot ao da mau do, toc bui cao hinh chi¥ van, tw
xa da ngwi thdy mui nwdc hoa thom néng ndc.

Ba ta nhin Ly Tam Hoan, duyén dang cudi: “Tham Hoa that phong lwu, qua
la danh bat huv truyén. Ba hai mwoi nam trgi, ta chwa gap dwgc mot nam
nhan nao c¢6 than khi nhw thé. Hai mwoi nam trwée...”

Ba ta thé dai n6i tiép: “Hai mwoi nam tredc nha ta lic nao ciing day khach.
Nhitng thiéu nién anh hung, nhitng kiém khach phong lwu, khong ai khong
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muon dén tham ta. Chi can tro chuyén véi ta hai cau, nhin ngam ta mot
phut, thi ho cdm thdy giéng nhv dwgc an nhan sam, vui long bé mang.
Nguwoi khong tin thi c6 thé hoi 13o.”

Ton Pat tram mat xudéng, quyét dinh khong n6i cau nao.

Ly Tam Hoan nhin vao ¢6 Twong Vi phu nhan ma c twédng dang nhin mot
miéng md treo lo ltrng & bui twong vi, r6i nhin Ton Dat, khé thd dai.

Chang cdm thay cudc séng hai muoi nam qua cua lao that kho ma chiu
dung. Twong Vi phu nhan cling thé dai: “Hai mwoi nam nay ta buén ba vo
han, trén trong nha khéng dam gap ai. Ta that héi han, khong hiéu tai sao
lai theo mot ga dan 6ng vo dung ma chay tron.”

Ton Dat khong dan dugc, cling thd dai mot tiéng, cham rai no6i: “Ai khong
héi han thi ngwdi do 1a mot con rua!”

Twong Vi phu nhan quac mat néi: “Nguoi dang néi gi d6? Nguwoi néi... Lao
nwong bé chon lau hoa twoi dep dé theo ngwoi téi cho khi ho co gay nay
chiu khd, mot m§ nhan nhw hoa nhw ngoc da vi nguoi ma dang vé tré thanh
thé nay, nguoi cé gi hdi han? Nguwoi néi di, noi di!”

Miii Tén Pat thd hon hén, miéng ngam chat khong néi tiéng nao.

Tuwong Vi phu nhan néi tiép: “Tham Hoa nghi ma xem. Hang nam nhan
nhw han that vo lwong tam, néu biét han trd thanh nhw thé nay thi hoi do ta
chét di con hay hon.”

Ba ta c6 gang dung tay dui mat, nhwng mot chit nwdc mat ciing khong co.

Ly Tam Hoan mim cuwdi: “Ciing may phu nhan khong chét, néu khong tai
ha phai h6i han su6t doi.”
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Twong Vi phu nhén lai cwdi duyén: “That day a? Nguwoi qua that mudn gap
ta dén thé u?”

Ly Tam Hoan cwoi: “Puwong nhién 1a that! Mot my nhan map map nhu phu
nhan, thi thé gian nay lam sao tim dwgc nguwdi tht hai kia chit?”

Sac mat Twong Vi phu nhan tifc gian dén trang béch lai. Lao Ton nén
khong dugc, cuoi phi ra.

Ly Tam Hoan than nhién noi tiép: “That ra, phu nhan doat lay Kim Ty Giap
cling vo dung, chang dung dugc. Gia ti phu nhan cé ty ché nguoi lam doi
thi cting khong thé trong né vao dugc.”

Twong Vi phu nhan nghién rang no6i: “Néu ta dé nguoi chét qua nhe nhang
thi that 1a c6 16i vdi troi dat.”

Ba vdi tay lén bui toc, rit ra mét cay tram rat nho, rat nhon, nghién rang
buéce t6i cho Ly Tam Hoan.

Ly Tam Hoan van ng6i im, bat dong nhw nii Thai Son.

Ton Pat chau may: “DPoat dwge Kim Ty Giap r6i, ching ta nén tinh chuyén
khac. Ha tat phdi sinh sy v6i han.”

Twdng Vi phu nhan hét 1én: “Chuyén cta lao nwong, khong can nguoi xia

vao!”
Ly Tam Hoan khong dong day, chi tri'ng mat nhin.

Twong Vi phu nhan dén treéc mat Ly Tam Hoan, dang dinh dung cay tram
d6é dam mu mat chang, thi Tén Dat tir phia sau da phong 1én, tung mét cuéc
da ba ta vang tG6i mai nha.

Mai nha bi than thé ctia ba ta cham vao, rung chuyén nhu vira nhan mot
don ndng ngan can, bui bay mu mit. Bén khi ba ta rét xudng dat thi da tat
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hoi roi.

Ly Tam Hoan kinh ngac héi: “Tai sao ngwoi lai giét mu dé ciru ta?”

Ton Pat van con gian dit, dap: “Sudt hai mwoi nam nay, ta da nhin du roi.
Néu khong giét my, c6 1é trong vong nita ndm ta sé bi mu bic t.”

Ly Tam Hoan no6i: “Nhung chuyén nay la do nguwoi cam tam tinh nguyén
ma? Chang 1€ nguwoi da quén chuyén hai mwoi nam veé trude...”

Ton Pat nhudng mat: “Nguoi twdng ta du do mu uw? Ngwoi twdng la ta dan
mu chay tron hay sao?”

Ly Tam Hoan hoi: “Chang 1& khéng phai v?”

Ton Pat thé dai: “Khi ta gap mu, ta khong biét mu la vo Duwong Pai H6 T,
cho nén mgi cung mu...”

Lao ho hang may tiéng roi noi tiép: “Ta dau c6 biét muy ta mudn 1gi dung ta,
nhat dinh phai theo ta di. Liuc d6, Duong Dai H6 Tt kéo hai ba chuc cao
tha dén, ta khong chay ciling khong dwoc.”

Ly Tam Hoan néi: “It ra thi ba ta cfing thich ngwoi. Néu khong thi tai sao
ba ta phai lam nhuw thé”

Ton Pat htt mot tiéng that 16n: “Thich ta u?...”

Han can rang, cwdi lanh nhat néi: “Sau nay ta mdi biét, ta chi 1a mot ngwoi
thé mang ma théi. Té ra, thira co hoi Duwong Pai H6 T xuat quan, mu da
lén lut di lai v6i mot tén mat trang, hon nita lai sap c6 con. Mu sg khi
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Duwong Dai HO T tré vé sé khong thé giai thich dugc, bén thu xép hanh
trang, dinh cung tén mat trang do trén chay.”

Ly Tam Hoan gat dau: “Thi ra bén trong c6 nhitng uan khuc ly ky dén thé.”

Ton Dat néi: “Nao ngo thang mat trang d6 da danh cap hon phan nira s
chau bau cta mu lay & choé Dwong Pai H6 Ttt. Mu mat mat ca than xac lan
tién tai, trong lic khéng biét xoay x& thé nao thi gap dwgc mot thang xai
quay la ta day.”

Ly Tam Hoan cwoi: “Nguoi da biét noi tinh, tai sao khong giai thich vdi
moi nguoi?”

Ton Pat cwdi buén: “Vé sau khi say regu, mu ta méi tiét 16 chuyén nay.
Bay gio gao da nau thanh com, c6 mudn giai thich cting hét kip r6i.”

Ly Tam Hoan hoéi: “Thé con dia tré dy dau?”
Ton Dat ngam miéng khong noi.

Ly Tam Hoan thd dai héi tiép: “Pa thé thi nguwoi phai sém giét my, sao
phai dgi dén gig?”

Ton Pat van cam lang.

Ly Tam Hoan lai héi: “Du sao ta ciing sap chét, nguwoi néi véi ta thi c6 sao
dau?”

Tram ngam mot lic, Ton Pat méi cham rai néi: “M@ titu diém ciling rat cé
ich, c6 thé thwong xuyén nghe ngéng mot so6 chuyén vui. Nguwoi cé biét gan
day giang ho c6 chuyén gi hap dan khong?”

Ly Tam Hoan cwoi: “Tai ha dau c6 mé tivu diém.”

Ton Pat nhin quanh bon phia nhw sg ¢6 nguwdi nghe trom.
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Sau do lao ha giong: “Nguwoi cé biét khong, ba mwoi nam vé tredc cé mot
nguoi tung hoanh thién ha, danh tinh 1a Mai Hoa Pao, nay da tai xuat giang
ho!”

Ba tiéng Mai Hoa Pao qua that lam Ly Tam Hoan thac mac.

Ton Dat tiép: “Mai Hoa Pao ngang doc giang ho lic nguoi con nho, chac
nguoi khong biét sy 1gi hai cia han dau. Giang ho khi ay khong ai khong
s¢ han, ngay cd chwéng mon phéai Biém Thuwong, ty xung la Giang ho dé
nhat kiém khach Ng6 Thién Van, cling chét duwdi tay Mai Hoa Pao.”

Ldo ngung mot chat roi tiép: “Hon nita, hanh tung ctia han rat bi an, than
quy ciing khé doan. Ngo Thién Van vira tuyén bé mudn tim han, hai ngay
sau da bi han giét chét ngay trong viron nha minh. Toan than khong mét vét
thwong, chi co....”

No6i dén day, Tén Dat ngirng lai nhin quanh quat, twa nhw sg¢ Mai Hoa DPao
xuat quy nhap than, dot ngot hién ra sau lwng lao vay.

Nhuwng bon bé van tinh mich, nghe r6 ca tiéng hoa tuyét roi xuéng mai nha.
Ton Dat noi tiép: “... Chi c6 nam vét mau bam nhé nhw nam déa hoa mai &
nguwc. Vét mau nhé nhu dau mii kim, ngwoi nguwdi déu biét dé la tiéu chi
ctia Mai Hoa Pao. That ra chua ai biét han da dung thit am khi hay binh khi
ta mon ngoai dao gi 1gi hai dén thé. Bdi vi nhitng ngudi tirng giao dau véi

han khong mot ai song sét cd, do d6 khong ai biét dugce dién mao ctia han
nhv thé nao.”

Ldo nglrng mot chut, roi tiép: “Moi nguwdi chi biét han nhat dinh la nam
nhan.”

Ly Tam Hoan “A” mot tiéng.

https://thuviensach.vn



Toén Pat tiép: “Béi vi han khong nhitng cwdp tai ma con doat sac nita.
Trong giang ho, bat luan la hac dao hoac bach dao déu han han thau xwong,
nhung khong cé cach nao déi phé. Ai n6i ra miéng la muén déi pho véGi
han, chi trong vong ba ngay la bi giét chét, trudc nguc nhat dinh phai c6
dau hiéu cua han.”

Ly Tam Hoan héi: “Bat ct ai chét dudi tay han cling mang vét thwong chi
mang trueéce nguc u?”

Ton Pat gat dau: “Khéng sai! Trudc nguce 1a yéu diém, cling 1a noi ngwoi
luyén vo phai phong vé can mat nhat. Thé ma Mai Hoa Dao lai chuyén mon
ha thu ngay cho d6, khong c6 ngoai 1€, giong nhv muén biéu dién cho
giang ho thay han 1gi hai c& nao.”

Ly Tam Hoan mim cwdi: “Vi thé ma nguwoi cho rang chi can mac Kim Ty
Giap thi co6 thé ché phuc Mai Hoa Dao, chi can ché phuc duwgc han la sé
vang danh thién ha. Ban hitu hac bach giang ho cling vi thé ma cam kich
nguoi, khong ai tim ngwoi dé tinh ng cti, phai khong?”

Anh mét Ton Pat 16e sang: “Trong giang ho ai ai ciing biét, chi can thoat
dwge mot chiéu chi mang trwde ngue, thi cé thé tim co hoi ché ngy han....”

Sac dién lao hitng khai cue ky.

Lao nhuwdéng may néi tiép: “Bédi vi chiéu thitc d6 ctia han chwa tirng that tha,
han khong can tinh dwong lui, chuyén phong vé ban than nhét dinh phai c6
so xuat.”

Ly Tam Hoan no6i: “Nghe ciing c6 ly.”

Ton Pat cudi 16n: “Néu khong co ly thi sao trén giang ho ai cling mudn
doat Kim Ty Giap?”
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Ly Tam Hoan noéi: “Nhwng néu nguoi c ¢ day trong may chau hoa, uéng
vai chén rwou, thi nhitng dich tha ngay xwa cling da quén mat nguai roi.
Song nhu thé lai chang thw thai w? Tai sao phai chudc lay phién ha?”
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4 - Sac dep meé nguoi

Ton Pat cwdi ndi: “Nguoi chang hiéu gi hét. Néu ta giét dwgc Mai Hoa Pao
thi chang nhitng dwoc nd mat né may, ma con khong biét bao nhiéu lgi
ich.”

Ly Tam Hoan hoéi: “Lai con nhitng 1gi ich gi nita?”

Ton Dat noi: “Ba muoi nam trwdc Mai Hoa Pao dot nhién an tich, trén
giang ho ai cling twéng han khong thoat duwgc luwdi troi. Khong ngd nira
nam tredc day han lai xuat hién, chi trong bdy tdm thang da gay ra bay tam
muoi vu an, ngay ca i nit cia chwdng mén phai Hoa Son ciling bi han ham
hai.”

Ly Tam Hoan thé dai: “Ngudi nay tinh ra cling da trén dudi bdy muoi tuoi
roi. Ta khong hiéu noi, sao han van con c6 nhitng hitng tha kiéu nhw vay?”

Ton Dat noi: “Tw ngay han tai xuat giang hé dén nay, ai c6 chuit tai san déu
cam thay bat an, ai c6 con gai dep lai cang an ngu khong yén...”
Ngitng mot chut, 1ao néi tiép: “Cho nén da c6 hon chin muoi thé gia am

tham hen wéc, bat ¢t ai giét dwgc Mai Hoa Dao, thi ho sé trich ra mét phan
tai san dé tang cho ngwdi ay, con so di nhién la rat 16n.”

Ly Tam Hoan hoi: “Pé chinh la diéu bi mat ma khéng con bi mat nita uw?”

Ton Pat gat dau: “Ngoai viéc ay ra, vi dé nhat my nhan duwgc giang hé cong
nhan da tuyén bo rang, bat luan gia tré tang tuc, ai trv khir dwgc Mai Hoa
Pao, nang sé nguyén nang khan stra dao0.”

Ly Tam Hoan thd hat ra, cwdi buon: “Tai sac dong nhan tam. Khong trach
nguoi lai vitt bo nhitng ngay thang an nhan dé nhiing chan vao viing nwdéc
duc. Khong trach nguwoi dang tam giét vg, xem ra bay gio sap dén luot ta.”
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Ton Dat noéi: “Néi that long, ta cling thdy ngwoi chét oan uong, nhung tiéc
la ta khong giét nguoi khong dugc.”

Ly Tam Hoan chgt mim cwdi, 6n ton dap: “N6i that long, nguwoi c6 cam
thdy giét ta la chuyén dé dang khong?”

Nam dam sat ctia Ton Pat dang gio 1én, bay gio lai ha xuéng, nhin sitng Ly
Tam Hoan mot lic r6i cling mim cwdi: “Ngwoi nhiéu chuyén nhw nguwoi ma
6 thé song dén bay gio, thi giét nguwoi cling khong phai la dé. Nhung...”

T ngoai cra, dot nhién bat 1én giong cudi sang sang.

MGt nguoi 1on tiéng néi: “Noi that long, nguoi xem han cé giong nhw
nguwoi da trung doc hay khong?”

Ton Pat kinh ngac quay lai. Tai khung ctta hep dan vao nha bép, khong biét
tw bao gid, mot nguwdi mac do xanh dang ding & d6. Tam véc cua han
khong thap lam ma ciing khéng cao lam, sac thai nhan ha lich sy, nhung
guwong mat xanh xam, t6i sam nhw dang deo mat na, ma khong chirng chan
twdng cda han ciing xanh xam, t6i sam nhuw thé.

Han chap tay sau lung ung dung di vao, miéng than thd: “Thang ngu nao
muon ha doc vao regu ctia mot tén nghién rwgu, thi bat civ mot chuyén ngu
xuan nao khac han ciing c6 thé lam. Ngwoi thay cé ding khéng?”

Cau cudi cung hinh nhw 1a dé héi Ly Tam Hoan. Bay gio Ly Tam Hoan
m&i phat hién anh mat nguwdi nay rat dong long nguwdi. Khuon mat han ta va
d6i mat khong hoa hgp chit nao. B6i mat dé nhw hai hat tran chau gan vao
miéng thit lon da 6i.
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Nhin thang vao d6i mat ay, Ly Tam Hoan mim cwoi: “Lira gat mot tén bac
bip, ha doc trong ly cua mot con sau rugu, khen nit nhan khac dep trudc
mat vg minh, lam mot trong ba chuyén ay nhat dinh phai hoi han.”

Nguwoi 4o xanh lanh lung: “Péang tiéc la thong thwong ho khéng kip héi
han.”

Ton Pat ngo ngac nhin hai ngwoi, roéi dot ngot xong dén nam 1ay hi regu.

Ly Tam Hoan mim cwoi: “Nguoi khoi phai xem. Hii rwgu dy cé doc, ta
khong noéi doi nguoi dau.”

Ton Pat ha giong, nhu thi tham: “Thé thi nguoi... “

Ly Tam Hoan néi: “Trong rugu c6 doc hay khong, nguwdi khac cé thé
khong nhan ra. Nhung ké nghién riwgu nhuw ta, chi can dung mii hit mot cai
cling da biét rgu c6 mui khac la r6i.”

Chang vira cudi vira néi tiép: “Do6 cling 1a ich 1gi cia viéc nghién rugu.
Nguoi khong nghién rwgu thi khong thé hiéu duge.”

Ton Pat ndi: “Nhung chinh mat ta thdy nguwoi da uoéng can ly regu dé6 ma?”
Ly Tam Hoan cwoi: “Tuy ta c6 uéng, nhung khi ho ta da phun hét ra ro6i.”
Ton Pat run ray, hii regu trén tay roi xuéng gach nghe “bich” mot tiéng.

Nguoi 4o xanh noi: “Xem chirng bay gid thi han héi han r6i day, nhung da
muon roi.”

Ton Pat vira gam 1én mot tiéng vira nham vé phia ngwdi dao xanh phéng ra
ba quyén.

Hai mwoi nam qua, vo cong ctia han khong lui ma lai tién. May thoi quyén
nay khong nhanh lam nhwng cuwc manh, quyén phong day oai lwc ap ché doi
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phuwong. Ai cling phai thay ba quyén cua han tuy chwa dén mic danh tang
da nat thanh bui, nhung néu danh vao dau ngudi thi chac chan hiéu qua co
thtra.

Toan than nguwdi 4o xanh nam gon trong quyén phong, xem ra muodn dod
cling khong dd kip, muon tranh cting khéng tranh kip.

Nao ngo han khong d& ma cling khong tranh, chi nhé nhe phat tay. R6 rang
han ra tay sau khi Ton Pat xuat quyén, nhwng khong hiéu tai sao quyén cua
Ton Dat chwa dung dén tay do han, thi ban tay ctia han da dung vao mat
Ton Dat.

Phat chwdng nhe nhang nhw dudi ruoi, thé ma Ton Dat hoc 1én nhw heo bi
choc tiét, nga ngira xudng dat.

Pén luc han gidy giua ditng day duwogc thi mot bén mat da swng lén nira
thwdc, da mat tim bam trong béng, mot mat nhw bi doi 1éch sang mdot bén.

Nguoi 4o xanh diém dam néi: “N6i that long, ta cling thdy nguoi chét oan
udng, nhung tiéc la ban tay ta...”

Ntra mat chwa sung ctia Ton Dat trang béch khong con chit mau. Nira mat
da sung thi da thit gian giat trong nhw mot miéng thit c6 gioi ldc nhic bén
trong. Cai dang vé ay that khong thé dién t4, dang sg khon lwong. Con mat
con lai ctia han day vé sg hai, nhin vao tay ctia nguwdi mac do xanh, miéng
hét len: “Tay... tay cua nguwoi... tay cua nguoi...”

Nguwoi do xanh deo hai chiéc bao tay bang sat mau xanh sam, xau xi tho
kéch, nhung ngudi hiéu biét thi vira nhin thady da dung toc gay.

Anh mét cta Tén Pat tir kinh hoang chuyén sang tuyét vong, giong yéu
dan, cham cham noi: “Khong hiéu ta da gay ra oan nghiét gi, ma hom nay
phai gap Thanh Ma Tha... Ly... Ly Tham Hoa! Nguwoi la ngudi tot, nguoi

"’

giét ta gium di... giét ta mau di
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Ly Tam Hoan ngoi yén khong dong day, doi mat nhin sitng vao doi tay cua
nguwoi 4o xanh. Chang chi dung miii chan khéu phan nttra ngon Lién Tw
Thwong, hat vé phia Ton Dat.

Ton Dat c6 hét sitc méi nhat dwgc ngon thwong, run giong: “Pa ta... da ta...
Ta chét cling khong quén long tot cia nguoi.”

Han gom hét tan lyc, dam mii thuwong nguwge vao yét hau minh. Mau twoi
tudn ra, nhung khong do ma lai tim den nhuw nwdc thai tit cong ranh chay ra.

Ly Tam Hoan nham mat lai, thé dai, am dam néi: “Trong vo lam cé bay
loai doc, doc nhat la Thanh Ma Tha. Cau néi ay that 1a khong khoa trwong
chut nao.”

Nguwdoi do xanh nhin xudng tay minh, roi ciing thd dai: “Vo lam don rang
nguwoi bi Thanh Ma Thu dong t6i thi song khong bang chét, chi muon chét
cang sém cang t6t. Cau néi ay cling that 1a khong khoa trivong chat nao.”

Anh mét cia Ly Tam Hoan chuyén 1én mit ngudi 4o xanh, néi cham rai:
“Nhung cac ha khong phdi 1a Thanh Ma Y Khéoc!”

Nguoi 4o xanh hoi: “Tai sao nguwoi biét ta khong phai la han? Nguoi biét
han u?”

Ly Tam Hoan mim cudi, chi “A” mot tiéng.

Nguoi do xanh hoi cuwdi: “Ta that khéng muén mao danh han, bat qua la

»

han...
Ly Tam Hoan cét 10i: “Y Khoc khong cé do dé.”

Nguoi do xanh noi: “Ai bao ta la dé ¢ ctia han? Han lam dé ti¥ ctia ta con
chua dang!”

Ly Tam Hoan nhwéng mat: “Thé u?”
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Nguwoi do xanh hoéi: “Nguoi cho rang ta ty thoi phong chang?”

Ly Tam Hoan diém dam: “Ta hoan toan khong c6 hitng thu dé tim hiéu lai
lich va than thé cua cac ha.”

DP6i mat rung dong long nguwdi ctia ngwdi do xanh bong 16e sang nhu dao
sac, nhin cham cham Ly Tam Hoan: “Thé nguwoi hitng thd véi cai gi? Kim
Ty Giap u?”

Ly Tam Hoan khong tra 10i, may ngon tay ci¥ man mé ngon tiéu dao.

Anh mét cia ngudi 4o xanh ciing nhin xuéng con dao dé: “Ngudi ta don
rang Tiéu Ly Than Pao, phéng ra khong trat dao nao. Khong hiéu cau noi
nay co khoa trvong khong?”

Ly Tam Hoan than nhién dap: “Truéc kia cling cé nhiéu nguwoi hoai nghi
cau noi do!”

Nguwdi do xanh hoéi: “Thé con bay gio?”

Anh mét Ly Tam Hoan chot budn budn, tir tén noéi: “Bay gid thi nhitng
nguoi dy da chét hét roi.”

Lang thinh mot luc, nguwoi ao xanh chgt bat cuoi.

Giong cuoi cia han that ky la, nghe nhw ¢6 rdn tr c6 hong ra, tiéng cwoi
that 16n, ma gwong mat thi y nhw con ca chét. Han néi: “Néi that long, ta
cling c6 y muén thw!”

Ly Tam Hoan cuoi: “Ta khuyén nguoi, tot nhat 1a khong nén thi.”

Nguoi 4o xanh ngung cwoi, tritng mat nhin Ly Tam Hoan, vut héi: “Kim
Ty Giap c6 phdi dang & trong cai thay nam noi chdo kia khong?”

Ly Tam Hoan gat dau: “Pung thé.”
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Nguwoi ao xanh noi: “Bay gio ta qua do, nhu vay thi... nhu vay thi...”

Ly Tam Hoan ngat 16i han, néi: “Nhw vay chi sg rang nguoi cling sé bién
thanh cai thay do!”

Nguoi 4o xanh cuwdi: “Ta khéng sg nguwoi, nhwng con nguwdi cta ta bam sinh
khong thich danh cwgc, cling khong thich mao hiém.”

Ly Tam Hoan dap: “Pay la mét thoi quen tot, néu nguoi gitt dwgc thi nhat
dinh sé trvong tho.”

Nguoi 4o xanh chdp mat: “Ta c6 cach khién nguoi nhuwong lai Kim Ty Giap
cho ta.”

Ly Tam Hoan mim cwdi: “Thé u?”

Nguwoi do xanh noi: “Chac ngwoi biét, Thanh Ma Tha 1a do Y Khéc luyén
bang thép rong, sau do tam bach doc téng cong bdy nam. Cé thé ndi no la
mot trong nhitng binh khi b4 dao nhat trong vo lam.”

Ly Tam Hoan néi: “Ba Hiéu Sinh viét tap Binh Khi Pho da liét Thanh Ma
Thu vao hang thit chin, ké cling la vat qui.”

Nguoi 4o xanh héi: “Thé thi néu ta dem Thanh Ma Thu tdng nguoi, nguoi
c6 thé nhwong Kim Ty Giap cho ta khong?”

Ly Tam Hoan tram ngam mot lic, nhin vao ngon dao trén tay minh, cham
rai néi: “Ngon tiéu dao nay lam bang sat thuwong, do mot tho rén & Pai Gia
lam mat khodng ba gid. Nhuwng Ba Hiéu Sinh da viét: Phi dao ho Ly liét
vao hang tht ba.”

Nguoi do xanh hoi lai: “Theo y nguoi thi binh khi t6t xdu khéng quan hé,
chu yéu la phai xem nguwoi dung binh khi ay la ai, c6 ding thé khong?”

Ly Tam Hoan mim cwdi dap: “Nguoi qua la théng minh.”
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Nguwoi do xanh hoéi: “Vi thé nén ngwoi khong bang long?”

Ly Tam Hoan n6i: “Néu ta muén vat do, thi bay gid n6 khong con nam
trong tay nguoi.”

Suy nghi mot lic 1au, nguwdi do xanh bén moc trong lwng ra mot chiéc hop
dai dai.

Han cham cham dat chiéc hop 1én ban, sau d6 dung ban tay deo bao tay sat
thd kéch md& hop ra mot cach kho khan. Lap titc mot luéng kiém khi lan téa
ra khong gian. Chiéc hop den d6 dung mot thanh doan kiém, han quang
kinh nguoi.

Nguoi 4o xanh néi: “Thanh Ngu Triwong Kiém thién ha vo song c6 xitng dé
trao d6i v6i nguoi hay chang?”

Sac mat Ly Tam Hoan hoi doi: “Khong 1€ cac ha la dé t& cta Tang Long
Ldo Nhan ¢ Tang Kiém Son Trang?”

Nguoi ao xanh dap: “Khong phai! “
Ly Tam Hoan hoéi: “Thé thi thanh doan kiém &y cac ha tt dau c6?”

Nguoi do xanh dap: “Lao Long da chét r6i. Pay la Du Long Sinh, con lao
ting t61.”

Ly Tam Hoan no6i: “Ngu Truong Kiém von la thugng c6 than binh, 1a vo
lam chi bdo. Tang Kiém Son Trang vi né ma n6i danh. Gia ti Tang Long
Lao Nhan khong két ban sinh ti¥ chi giao v6i chwdng mon cac phai Thiéu
Lam, Vo Pang, Con Luan thi kiém nay cling da s6m bi ké khac doat mat.
Tuy vay Tang Kiém Son Trang ciing da vi thanh kiém nay ma nhiéu lan d6
mau. Vi thiéu trang chi ho Du dé, sao lai phai dem bdo vat truyén gia nay
tang cho ngugi?”
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Nguoi do xanh cuwdi nhat: “Dtrng néi thanh kiém nay, du ta can tht cdp cta
han, han cling khéng cy tuyét. Nguwoi cé tin khong?”

Tram ngam ho6i lau, Ly Tam Hoan néi: “Gia tri thanh kiém nay con cao hon
Kim Ty Gidp. Sao cac ha lai chiu 16 13 nhw thé?”

Nguwoi do xanh cuwdi: “Ta day von c6 tinh khi ky la, vat cang khé thi ta lai
cang muon lay.”

Ly Tam Hoan cling cudi: “That la trung hgp, ta cling c6 tinh khi nhw thé.”
Nguwdi ao xanh noéi: “Nguoi van khong dong y u?”
Ly Tam Hoan dap: “Khong dong y.”

Nguoi 4o xanh héi gang: “Nhung sao nguwoi nhat dinh phai 14y duwgc Kim
Ty Giap?”

Ly Tam Hoan noi: “D06 la chuyén cta ta, khong can hé gi dén nguoi.”

Nguwoi do xanh ngira mat lén troi cwdi ha ha: “Tw 1au da nghe Tiéu Ly
Tham Hoa khong mang danh 1¢i, coi phd qui nhv phu van, hai muwoi nam
tredc da ruong boé cong danh nhw bui dat, muwdi nam trede da bo hét gia
san, ra ngoai bién ai mai danh an tich. Con nguwdi nhw thé ma lai xem trong
Kim Ty Giap dén vay u?”

Ly Tam Hoan noi: “E rang nguyén nhan cua ta rat giong cac ha.”

Nguwdi do xanh khé liéc Ly Tam Hoan: “Chang 1& nguoi cling vi thién ha dé
nhat m§ nhan?”

Ly Tam Hoan cuoi: “Co thé la vay!”

Nguoi 4o xanh cling cwoi: “Khong sai. Ta cling titng nghe ngwoi chwa hé cy
tuyét giai nhan cung my ttru.”
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Ly Tam Hoan noi: “Tiéc rang nguwoi khong phai tuyét thé giai nhan.”
Nguwoi do xanh cuwdi ndi: “Sao ngwoi biét 1a khong phai?”

Giong cwdi cua han chgt thay doi, ém tai nhv tiéng khanh bac. Han vira
cwoi vira tw tir ¢di d6i gang tay ghé gém, dé 10 hai ban tay.

Trwéc nay Ly Tam Hoan chwa bao gio thay mot ban tay dep nhuw thé.,

Tiéu Ly von phong lwu, trong doi da tirng ho hen véi khong biét bao nhiéu
my nhan tuyét sac. Trong ltic tay chang khong cam phi dao, khong cam ly
rwou, thi da cdm khong biét bao nhiéu ban tay dep, mém mai nhw cong
hanh non mua thu.

Nguoi dep thuong cling cé ban tay dep, nhung chang da phat hién ra rang,
ban tay dep dén dau thi it nhiéu cling c6 khiém khuyét, hodc 1a lan da hoi
sam, hodc la ngén tay hoi 16n, hodc hoi thd kéch, hodc 16 chan 16ng qua
16n... Ké ca ban tay ctia ngudi trong mong cua chang cting khong phai la
khong c6 ti vét, vi ca tinh cia nang manh mé nén ban tay khong khéi to
hon muc binh thvong.

Nhung ban tay dang dwa ra tréc mat Ly Tam Hoan thi that sy thap toan
thap my, khong mot khiém khuyét, nhw mot miéng ngoc dep da duoc thg
khéo diéu khac, tinh tdy hoan toan khong c6 chit sac khac nhiém vao. Ban
tay nay lai con rat mém mai, can xitng dén mitc thém chut thit 1a qua map,
giam chut thit 1a qua 6m, khéng qua dai ma cling khong qua ngan.

Cho du mot con ngudi kho tinh dén dau ciing khong thé tim dwgc khiém
khuyét & ban tay nay.
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Nguwoi mdc ao xanh diu dang noéi: “Nguoi xem, ban tay ta c6é dep hon cai
Thanh Ma Thu do khong?”

Thanh &m nang dot nhién tr¢ thanh diu dang trong tréo, néu hinh dung bang
tiéng hoang oanh thanh thét thi van con chwa xirng.

Ly Tam Hoan thé ra: “Co nwong dung hai ban tay nay dé giét nguoi, e rang
da khong ai chéng cu ndi, ha tat phai deo Thanh Ma Tha lam gi.”

Nguoi do xanh cwoi: “Bay gio ta véi ngwoi dam phan chuyén trao doi, cé
tot hon khong?”

Ly Tam Hoan no6i: “Ciing chwa dugc tot lam.”

Ngudi do xanh dung hai ban tay khong ti vét dé cdi bt mot ciic 4o, tay ao
lua roi ra, dé 10 mot canh tay tuyét dep, day dan ma khong thay thit, thon
thd nhung khong thdy xwong. Ban tay nang khién nguwoi ta ngudng mo,
canh tay nang khién ngudi ta hoa mat.

Nguoi 4o xanh hoi tiép: “Bay gio thi sao?”
Ly Tam Hoan no6i: “Van chwa da!”

Nguoi 4o xanh cuwdi khic khich: “Bon nam nhan cac nguwoi déu tham lam.
Nguwoi cang c6 ban lanh thi long tham cang 16n.”

Than thé nang nhe nhang lay dong, khi néi xong cau do thi trén nguwoi chi
con lai mot cai 4o yém bang to méng. Cai thi ngam hoa qua 16p swong mu,
that la tiéu hon lac phach.

Ly Tam Hoan da rét day mot ly regu khéng c6 doc, nang lén cudi: “Ngam
hoa khong thé thiéu rugu, xin moi!”

Nguoi 4o xanh noi: “Ta biét ngwoi hay con cam thay chwa dua, phai khong?”
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Ly Tam Hoan cwdi: “Nam nhan nao cling tham lam!”

Nguoi 4o xanh cuwdi, thanh am trong tréo nhu tiéng chuéng bac, roi céi ca
giay tat.

Bat ctt ai dang cdi giay déu rat khé coi, nhung nang 1a mot ngoai 1€. Bat ¢
doi chan cua ai cling c6 cho thé kéch, nhung nang 1a mot ngoai lé.

Ban chan cua nang da dep, tron d6i chan cang hit hon hon. Néu tat cd nam
nhan trén thé gian déu dén sap hang, tinh nguyén bi d6i chan nay dap chét,
chéc cling khong ai thdy ngac nhién.

Nang da dé 16 toan bo doi chan vira thon vira dai.
Trong thoi khac d6 Ly Tam Hoan duong nhw ngung thd.
Nguwoi ao xanh nhe nhang hoi: “Bay gio da du chwa?”

Ly Tam Hoan u6ng can ly rugu trén tay, cudi: “Néu bay gio ta bao la du,
thi qua la mot thang ngdc.”

Khoéng ai cé thé twdng twong trén thé gian nay lai c6 mét than thé hoan my
nhu thé. Bay gio nang khong gitt lai chit nao, hién thi toan bo tredc mat Ly
Tam Hoan.

Nguwc nang day dan, doi chan thang tap, khép chat...

Phia sau than thé mé hoac long ngudi nay c6 ba ti thi, nhung ching hoan
toan khong giam dugc mirc do mé hodc cua nang, lai con gia thém mot sic
khudy dong ma quai.
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Sttc mé hodc nay cé thé lam cho bat ky nam nhan nao phdi pham tdi.
Tuy vay, nang khong hé cdi chiéc mat na xanh sam ra.

DPo6i mat nang nhin Ly Tam Hoan day quyén rii, ngwe thé ra nhé nhe, miéng
néi: “Bay gio da dua roi chi?”

Ly Tam Hoan cwdi noi: “Cling twong doi du, chi con thiéu mot chut.”
Nguoi 4o xanh hoi: “Nguwoi... ngwoi phai biét thé nao la du chiy?”

Ly Tam Hoan no6i: “Nguoi dé thay hai long, thi cling dé danh mat nhiéu thi
bdo vat.”

B0 nguc cua nguwdi 4o xanh nhap nho theo hoi thd, hai déa hoa kiéu ngao
strng sttng tredc mat Ly Tam Hoan, dwong nhw dang run ray.

Nang nhé nhe run ray thém: “Nguwoi khong nén biét mat ta. Nhuw thé sé tang
thém vai phan twéng twong, vai phan hing tha.”

Ly Tam Hoan néi: “Ta da biét nhiéu nit nhan cé than hinh tuyét my, nhung
khuén mat lai giong nhv Trv Bat Gidi.”

Nguoi do xanh hoéi: “Nguoi nghi ta c6 giong Trv Bat Gigi khong?”
Ly Tam Hoan dap: “Chwa chac da giong.”

Nguwoi do xanh thd ra noéi: “Nguwoi c6 chap qua! Nhung ta van khuyén
nguwoi, khong nén nhin thay mat ta thi hon.”

Ly Tam Hoan hoi: “Tai sao lai thé?”

Nguoi mac ao xanh néi: “Béi vi sau khi trao doéi 1dy Kim Ty Giap, ta phai
di ngay lap titc, sau nay vinh vién khéng con gap lai. Nguoi trao cho ta
Kim Ty Gidp, ta trao cho nguwoi khodi lac tot dinh cta tran gian. Day la mot
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cudc giao dich cong bang, hai bén cung c6 1gi. Cho nén tir nay trd di, khong
ai can thiét phai nh¢ dén ai.”

Ly Tam Hoan noi: “Co nwong néi c6 ly 1am.”

Nguoi mdc do xanh néi: “Néu nguoi dugce thay gwong mat ta, thi vinh vién
khong thé quén ta duwgce. Nhung ta thi nhat dinh khong thé cung nguoi tro
chuyén dugc nita. Nhv vay, nguoi sé khong tranh khoi nhd nhung, cé phai
la tw chudc 1ay phién nao khong?”

Ly Tam Hoan khé cwoi: “Co nwong qua tu tin r6i day!”

Nguoi 4o xanh cho ban tay thon tha tréi cham cham tir c6 xudng, né mot nu
cwoi quyén ri réi noi: “Chang 1€ ta khong nén ty tin u?”

Ly Tam Hoan diém dam dap: “Gia ti ta khong chiu giao dich vGi c6 nwong
thi sao?”

Nguwoi ao xanh hoi khyng lai, néi: “Nguoi khong chiu v?”
Cudi cung nang ciing dwva tay 1én, g& mat na ra.

Sau d6, nang ding im lang nhin Ly Tam Hoan, nhuw tham héi “Nguwoi ¢
chiu khong?”

Khuon mat nay dep dén noi khién ngwoi ta nging thd, khong thé nhin 1au.
Lai di kém v&i mot than thé nhu thé nay, that khé c6 ai khang cy noi.

Du la ngwoi mu ciing c6 thé ngwri thay mui hwong diu diu toa ra tir than thé
ctia nang, ciing c6 thé nghe thay thanh am du dwong tiéu hon lac phach.
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D6 la nhitng thit ma bat ct nam nhan nao ciing khéng muon khang cu.

Ly Tam Hoan chot thd ra: “Khong trach duwge Y Khoc dem Thanh Ma Thua
tang c6 nwong. Khong trach dwgc Du thiéu trang chi dem bdo vat truyén
gia dat dudi chan c6 nwong. Bay gio, ta khong thé khong tin!”

Tuyét thé giai nhan van ditng d6 mim cwoi, khong néi. Co 1é vi nang biét la
khong can phai noi thém gi nita.

Po6i mat nang biét néi, nu cwdi nang biét ndi, ban tay ban chan ctia nang,
moi phan moi tac trén than hinh nang déu biét noi.

Nang biét nhu thé cling da rat da ro6i. Néu nam nhan nao khong hiéu dugc y
nghi cta nang, thi nhat dinh d6 1a mot thang ngdc.

Nang dang cho doi, cling dang moi goi.

Nhuwng Ly Tam Hoan van khong ditng ddy. Chang lai rét day ly rugu réi
cham rai udng can, lai rét ti€p ly khac, roi nang ly cudi néi: “Pa lau, ta
khong duwgc hwdng nhan phic nhv thé! Pa ta ¢d nwong!”

Nang can moi cudi dau, khong hiéu ndi vi sao mét nam nhan thé nay lai phai
uong rugu dé 1ay can dam.

Ly Tam Hoan cudi noéi: “Ta biét, chiéu chudng duwgc my nhan cting khong
phai dé dang.”

Nang rén 1én mot tiéng, giéng nhw con ran tron tudt, ngad vao long Ly Tam
Hoan.

Ly rwgu roi xuéng dat danh xodng, manh v tung toée.

Mot tay ctia Ly Tam Hoan ap sat vao tam lwng tran ctia nang, nhung tay kia
van nam lay can dao, ngon tiéu dao cwc ky bén nhon.
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Than thé nang lay dong, khé hoi: “Nhitng ltic nhw thé nay, nam nhan c6 can
phai cam dao hay khéng?”

Ly Tam Hoan diu giong: “Co nwong ciing khong nén ngoi vao long mot
nam nhan dang cam dao.”

MYV nhan cudi: “Chang 1€ ngwoi van c6 thé nhan tam giét ta sao?”

Ly Tam Hoan cuwdi dap: “Ni nhan khéng nén qua tu tin, cang khong nén co
gang du do nam nhan. C6 nwong nén mdc y phuc dang hoang dé cho doi
nam nhan dén du do thi ding hon, néu khong thi nam nhan sé khong cam
thay hitng tha.”

Tay chang da dwa lén, lwGi dao nhe nhe 1wt trén c6 nang. Mau tuoi tiing
giot tirng giot lan xudng bo nguc nga ngoc, giong nhw mat dat phu tuyét ng
ra titng nu hong mai twoi tan. Nang khung lai, sg hai, than thé dang mém
mai bong tré nén citng do.

Ly Tam Hoan mim cwdi néi: “Bay gio c6 nwong con ty tin nita khong? Con
cho rang ta khong thé nhan tam giét c6 nwong nita khong?”

Lu&i dao van dirng noi c6 cua nang.
Po6i mdi nang run rdy, khong ndéi nén 10i.

Ly Tam Hoan thé dai: “Ta chi mong sau nay c6 nwong nén nhd: thit nhat,
nam nhan khong bao gio thich bi dong; thi¢ hai, that ra c6 nwong khong
xinh dep nhu minh twéng.”

Thiéu nit can chat moi, run giong: “Ta... ta da phuc ngwoi ro6i, xin nguoi
hay cét dao di...”

Ly Tam Hoan no6i: “Ta con mot viéc can hoi c6 nuwong.”

Thiéu nit dap: “Nguoi... nguoi c héi...”
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Ly Tam Hoan néi: “Néu ¢6 nwong thich tai san thi sé cé rat dong nam nhan
muon dang tang, vi 1&é dé nhat dinh c6 nwong khong phdi la ké tham tién tai.
Co nuwong la nit nhan, chac chan khong tham ni sac. Thé thi ¢c6 nwong
muon gi ma hy sinh tdt ca, nhit quyét mudn doat Kim Ty Giap?”

Thiéu nit dap: “Ta da noi réi. Vat nao cang khé 1dy duogc, ta cang mudn
lay...”

Tram ngdm mot chit, Ly Tam Hoan cwdi: “Ta khong 1ay dao ra khéi c6 c6
nuwong, chang 1& c6 nwong khong 1dy c6 ra khoi dao hay sao?”

Thiéu ni* tirc khac chui tir trong long chang ra, twa nhw mot con meo bi chu
nhan trach mang.

Ly Tam Hoan lai n6i: “Tiét trdi rat lanh. C6 nwong nén mac y phuc vao,
néu khong sé rat dé bi cam.”

Thiéu nit tritng mat nhin Ly Tam Hoan, d6i mat kiéu diém nhw dang tée
Ira...

Nhung qua mot gidy, nang vut cudi: “Ta da biét, ngwoi khong no giét ta!”
Ly Tam Hoan nhwéng mét: “Ai cha! That thé u?”

Ban tay chang van man mé can dao, thong tha néi: “Khi ta néi hét cau nay,
ma c6 nwong con chwa di, thi miii dao sé xuyén qua c6 c6 nwong day. Co
nwong co tin hay khong?”

Thiéu nit khong noéi thém tiéng nao, nghién rang, nhat 1dy y phuc, chuon di
nhe nhang nhw mét con méo. Chi con nghe nhitng 16i mang nhiéc ac doc tw
xa xa vong lai: “Ly Tam Hoan! Ngwoi khong phdi la nam nhan, tham chi
khong phai la con nguoi... Nguoi cling khong c6 ban lanh gi ca! Thao nao
hén thé cia ngwoi, bang hitu than nhat ctia nguwoi cling xa lanh nguwoi. Bay
gio thi ta biét vi sao roi!”
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Mat dat pha day bang tuyét. Tuyét trang phan chiéu sang ruc 1én, khién
ngoai troi c6 vé quang dang, nhung trong nha bép van u &m nhw phan mg,
lam cho nguwoi ta khong mudn lwu lai chit nao.

Nhung Ly Tam Hoan van ng6i im lang, tw thé khong hé thay doi...

Anh miét chang day néi bi ai théng khé. Nhitng 16i chang vira phai nghe tya
nhu mudn ngan kim cham dam thau rudt gan.

Hon thé... Bang hitu than nhat...
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5 - Puoi nguoi trong dem gio tuyet

Ly Tam Hoan cam ldy hii rwgu noc can, r6i khong ngirng ho sdc sua. Trén
gwong mat trang béch lai xuat hién mau dé bénh hoan, hai tay 6m ngurc,
chang n6i mot minh, giong néi day vé thé lwong: “Tiéu Van, Thi Am... Ta
tuyét nhién khong trach cac ngwoi. Bat luan ai noéi gi, ta cling khong trach
cac nguoi. Ta biét cac ngwoi khong sai, tat ca sai lam déu do ta.”

Céanh ctra nha bép khua lén nhé nhe, mot nguwdi bo tir ngoai vao. Trong han
nhw mot qua béng, bung to nhw cai trong, than minh nhw mot khoi thit mo
lam lem bun dat. Toc rau han réi loan nhw nhiéu ndm chwa tam goi, tir xa
da ngwi thay mui chua.

Tuw thé di chuyén cua han nita nhw bo, niva nhw lan, vi hai chan da dit dén
sat than nguoi.

Ly Tam Hoan khé cau may: “Néu nguwoi muén kiém chén com thi da tGi
lam cho r6i.”

Quai nhan nhu khong nghe thdy, tuy vira béo phi vira tan phé, nhung c
dong khong cham chit nao. Hai tay han vira an xuodng, than hinh da dén
phia trudc cai chao 16n.

Ly Tam Hoan hoi ngac nhién: “Chang 1é ngwoi cling dén vi Kim Ty Giap
u?”

Quai nhan lai 4n hai tay xu6ng, nhw mot con céc nhdy lén trén bép. Thi thé
Hong Han Dan van con trong chdo, Kim Ty Giap van con trén thi thé do.

Ly Tam Hoan tit tir n6i: “Con dao trong tay ta khong phai la khong biét giét
nguwoi. Néu nguoi khong dirng tay thi e rang trong chdo lai c6 thém mot thi
thé.”
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Quai nhan mdc ké, hai tay nhanh nhen 16t 1dy Kim Ty Giap. Nhin qua, do6
chi la mot bo giap mau vang, khong co vé gi ky la.

Chi ky la & ché Ly Tam Hoan van ngoi bat dong, phi dao trén tay chua
phong ra, tri'ng mat nhin quai nhan, vé mat hoi kinh ngac.

Quai nhan hai tay 6m chdt Kim Ty Giap, ngtra mat cuoi to: “Ngao co tranh
nhau ngw 6ng dac lgi. Khong ngo bao boi lai dén tay ta.”

Ly Tam Hoan lanh lung: “Ta hdy con ddy, dao nam trong tay, nguoi noi
nhu thé e rang hoi sém.”

Quai nhan lai nhdy xuéng nhw mot con céc, lan dén trwdc mat Ly Tam
Hoan, nhin chang cwoi khang khdc, 16 ra hai ham rang vang khe: “Pao nam
trong tay, sao khong giét ta di? Tiéu Ly Phi Pao, phong ra khong trat dao
nao. Phi dao da phong thi mot ké tan phé nhw ta khong thé tranh khoi
dugc.”

Ly Tam Hoan ciing cudi: “Ta thady ngwoi rat dang thuwong nén khong nhan
tam giét nguwoi.”

Quai nhan dap: “Néu nguoi khéng mudén noi thi dé ta néi gium.”

Han 16n tiéng cuoi, roi tiép: “Bon ching twéng nguwoi khong tring doc,
nhung ta biét ngwoi da trung doc r6i. Chi vi nguwoi rat tram tinh, nén ching
m&i mac bay.”

Vé mat Ly Tam Hoan hoi bién doi: “Lai thé nita u?”

Quai nhan cuwdi cang 16n: “Nguoi dirng nghi rang ta sé mac bay. Chi vi ta
biét chat doc do6 pha vao rugu tuyét khong cé mui vi, du miii ngwoi cé thinh
hon ché cling khong thé ngtri thay.”
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Nhin quai nhan kha 1au, Ly Tam Hoan diém dam mim cwdi: “Nguoi that sy
biét chac nhw thé sao?”

Quai nhan cwdi ha ha: “Dwong nhién 1a ta biét chac, bdi chat déc do 1a cta
chinh ta. Nguoi trung doc hay khong, ta chi nhin qua la biét. Nguoi c6 thé
Itra dwgc bon ching, nhung tuyét nhién khong thé lira ta.”

Sac mat Ly Tam Hoan khong thay doi, nhung khée mat hoi run ray.

Qua mot hoéi 1au, Ly Tam Hoan thé dai: “Chwa hét mot ngay, ma ta da gap
dén sdu bay sy viéc ngoai sttc twdng twong. Xem ra hém nay van khi ta
khong dwoc tot.”

Quai nhan héi: “Chang lé ngwoi khong muon biét sé mat mang duwéi tay ai
sao?”

Ly Tam Hoan noi: “Ta dang mudn thinh gido.”

Quai nhan noi: “Nguoi biét sau hiéu rong, chac han cé nghe dén bay nguoi
ti tién vo si nhat trong giang ho...”

Ly Tam Hoan hoi lac giong: “That Diéu Nhan?”

Quai nhan cwdi ha ha: “Hoan toan khong sai. That Diéu Nhan, nam thi an
trdm, nit thi ddm loan cyc ky vo6 si. Vo cong chang la bao, nhung nhitng
cong phu dai loai nhw phéng thuéc mé, ha doc, bat ga trom cho, du do con
gai nha lanh, bat co6c con nit... trén giang ho khong ai sanh dwgc.”

Ly Tam Hoan m@ to mat nhin han: “Chang 1& nguoi la mot trong That Diéu
Nhéan uv?”

Quai nhan lai tiép: “Trong That Diéu Nhan c6 mot ké ti tién vo si nhat, goi
la...”

Ly Tam Hoan no6i: “Diéu lang quan Hoa Phong.”
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Quai nhan cwoi: “Sai mot chit. Ngoai hiéu day du cia han la Hac Tam
Diéu Lang Quan. Con ngudi dy bat hoc vo thuat, giét mot con ché cling
khong dam, chi biét du do con gai nha lanh, Iira tién doat sac. Cong phu ha
doc caa han, thi khéng chitng Ngli BDoc Cuc Lac Bong T cling phai dudi
mot bac.”

Ly Tam Hoan no6i: “Duwdng nhw nguwoi biét vé con nguwdi doé rat 1o.”

Quai nhan lai cwdi ha ha: “Puong nhién ta biét ro, vi ta chinh 1a han, han
chinh la ta.”

Ly Tam Hoan th@ dai, lic nay méi that sy hét c6 gang.

Hoa Phong cudi 16n tiéng: “Chac ngwoi ngac nhién, khong ngd Diéu Lang
Quan lai 1a mot qua cau thit.”

Ly Tam Hoan néi: “Con nguoi nhw ngwoi ma c6 thé du dé con gai nha lanh
sao, chang 1é ho mu ca a?”

Hoa Phong no6i: “Nguoi lai nham nita r6i! Nhitng nguwdi ma ta du dé khong
nhitng khong mu ma cdp mat lai phai rat dep. Nhung khi mot con ngudi bi
chat dut hai chan, nhot trong dia lao, moi ngay cho an mot t6 m& heo khéng
thém mam muobi, thi cho du Phan An sau mdy nam ciing bién thanh mot
khoi thit.”

Ly Tam Hoan chau may hoéi: “Chang 1€ d6 la doc thu cua vo chéng Tw
Dien Nhi Lang sao?”

Tram ngam mot lic, Hoa Phong lai cuwdi: “Vira roi T Dién Nhi Lang da ké
cho nguoi nghe mot cau chuyén. Bay gio ta ké lai cho nguwoi nghe, dit
khoét la day da hon, hitng thd hon nhiéu.”

Hoa Phong noéi: “Nam ay van khi ta khong t6t, hinh nhw bi ma qui mé hoac
vay, ca gan du do vg cua Dwong Pai HO Tw. Céi xui xéo nhat la ta lam cho
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nang c6 con, do d6 ta khong thé khong dan nang chay trén.”

Ly Tam Hoan ngac nhién: “Té ra tén mat trang ma T Dién Nhi Lang néi
la nguoi sao?”

Hoa Phong noi: “Chi sai mot chut.”
Ly Tam Hoan hoi lai: “Sai ch6 nao?”

Hoa Phong cudi: “That tinh ta khong 14y chau bau ctia mu da danh cap. Du
ta c6 muon ciling khong dwgc, bdi vi con mu nay con ranh ma hon quy, ta
that sy khong co co hoi ra tay.”

Han thé ra mot hoi réi néi tiép: “Nhung Iic d6 Dwong Pai H6 Tw da phat
giac viéc nay, truy dudi rat gap. Ta von nhat gan, muén tim nguoi thé mang,
lién bao Twong Vi du d6 T Dién Nhi Lang. Lic dau, mu con khong chiu,
bado rang mat han khong trang tréo, nhwng rét cudc ta cling thuyét phuc
dugc.”

Ly Tam Hoan no6i: “Thi ra hai nguwoi da tinh ké san r6i.”

Hoa Phong noi: “Lic do6 ta cling mudn twong ké twu ké, phai tay mot cai la
bé di v6 sw. Nhung Tiéu Twong Vi da cuom di khong it chau bau cia Dai
Ho Tuw, ta khong danh long nén hen wéc vGi nang, doi khi moi viéc chim
xuong, ta sé dén tim nang, hat cang Tw Dién Nhi Lang.”

Han thé dai r6i n6i: “Nhung ta quén mat rang trong thién ha khong c6 ni
nhan nao khong thay long do6i da. Mu ngay dém gan giii T Dién Nhi Lang
da dong chan tinh. Khi ta dén tim nang, hai ngwoi lién tha danh bai ta, roi
cuwra ditt hai chan, hanh t0i ta thé nay muwoi may nam troi.”

Ly Tam Hoan chau may: “Thé sao mu lai khong giét nguwaoi cho gon?”
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Hoa Phong cudi khé: “Gia ma ta hiéu dugc long da nit nhan, thi chac chan
khong bién thanh thé nay!”

Han thd dai swon suot, noi tiép: “Tw tredc dén gio ta ty hao hiéu ro tam sy
ni* nhan, nén mai bi bao ng thé nay. Mot nam nhan tw cho rang hiéu dugc
nit nhan, chiu bat ct nghiép chwéng nao ciing l1a dang kiép.”

Ly Tam Hoan ciing than thd: “Cau chuyén nay qud that hitng thi hon
chuyén ctia T Dién Nhi Lang vira ké.”

Hoa Phong néi: “Cai viéc hitng tha nhat, nguwoi con chwa biét dau!”
Ly Tam Hoan “A” mot tiéng.

Hoa Phong tiép: “Nguwoi da tring doc cta ta, khong nhitng khong thé dung
sttc, ma chi trong ba gio nhat dinh phai chét. Cho nén bay gid ta khong giét
nguoi, dé ngwoi ngoi day hwdng thu mui vi cho chét.”

Ly Tam Hoan diém nhién: “Khong can lam dau. Mui vi chd chét ta da
hwéng thu nhiéu lan r6i!”

Hoa Phong cudi dit tgn: “Nhung ta ddm bao rang day la lan cudi cung.”

Ly Tam Hoan mim cuoi: “Da thé thi nguoi c ty tién. Nhung phia ngoai
dang bao tuyét, dat troi mu mit, than thé ngwoi nhw thé nay thi di duoc bao
xa?”

Hoa Phong dap: “Chuyén nay khong can nguoi phai ban tam. Ngwoi khong
chén ciling c6 thé cuwdi ngwa. Ta nghe cé tiéng ngwa hi bén ngoai, tiéng hi lai
rat khoe, tat phai la ngya tot.”

Han cudi 16n, vira lan vira bo ra phia ngoai, vay tay cudi: “Hen ngay gap
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lai.
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Ly Tam Hoan cling mim cwoi: “Cac ha bao trong. Tai ha khong tién dwa
xa, xin thir 16i.”

Bén ngoai ngwa hi vang khong dit, tiéng vé ngwa moi lic mot xa...

Ly Tam Hoan ngo6i yén mot cho, mat dam dam nhin hii regu trén ban. Mot
hii da can, con lai mot hil.

Ly Tam Hoan cam hii regu con lai dwa 1én mdi ngti, ném mot chuit, nhe
nhang néi: “Qua nhién khong c6 mui vi. Ban lanh ha doc ctia han qua that
khong t6i.”

Chang uéng thém mdt ngum nita, nham mat lai: “Rugu nay cling khong toi.
Ubng mot ly cling chét, uong mot hii cling chét, sao ta khong uéng nhiéu
hon dé khéi phi rugu ngon?”

Qua nhién chang uéng can hii rivgu doc do, roi lai tr tir néi: “Ly Tam Hoan
oi Ly Tam Hoan! Béang ly nha ngwoi da phdi chét sém hon. Bay gio chét
thi da sao? Nhung it ra thi ngwoi khong nén chét duwéi nha bép, khong nén
nam chét canh hang ngudi nay.”

Co gang dirng 1én, Ly Tam Hoan 1do ddo buwdc ra khoi tiru diém.
Trén mat tuyét, dau chan ngwa dan chéo nhau thang hwéng dong nam.

Ly Tam Hoan chon mot cho tuyét twong doi sach sé, ng6i xép bang roi lay
trong boc ra hinh twgng con dang diéu khac d& dang.

Nhan twgng nay ciling da c6 nhitng dwong nét chinh, déi mat twa nhw dang
cham chid nhin Ly Tam Hoan, 4&nh mat rd rang c6 vé u uat.
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Ly Tam Hoan cwdi buén: “Mudi ha tat phai nhin ta. Ta chi 1a mot ké lang
t* vO phuong citu chita, chi 1a mét tén nghién rwgu. Mudi lay Tiéu Van la
phai, chi cé ta sai lam.”

Chang dung sic diéu khac tiép, mudn hoan tat nhan twgng nay. Nhung tay
chang run ray, than thé khong con chut sttc lwc, khong con diéu khién dugc
miii dao sdc bén trén khic go nita.

Thai tiét u &m. Vom trdi nhu ha thap xudng, tuyét lai roi.

Ly Tam Hoan nam trén tuyét, ho sac sua, tirng tiéng ho nghe nhuw phang
phat tiéng goi ngudi xa xua.

“Thi Am... Thi Am...”

Thi Am c6 nghe thay hay khong?

Chéc chin Thi Am khong nghe thdy, nhung c6 mot nguoi khac da nghe
thdy. Ga dai han rdu xom dang cong Ly Tam Hoan trén lung, dudi theo dau
chan ngya trén mdt tuyét.

“Trong vong hai gi0 ma gdp dugc nguoi cut hai chan, than minh nhw qua
cau thit thi ta c6 thé song sét. Bai vi ngudi ha doc tat c6 thudc giai.”

Pay la cau noi cudi cung Ly Tam Hoan c6 thé thot ra.

Pai han rau co ho da dung hét sinh lyc cta minh, nwdc mat dong thanh
nhitng hat bang nhé trong khée mat. Gi6 budt quat thang vao mat ga nhw
dao cat.

Bong nhién trong gio6 rét chgt nghe vang vang tiéng ra thé tham.
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Pai han rau bién sac, thoang do dv, r6i doc toan lyc lao thang vé phia tiéng
rd thé tham do.

Diéu dau tién ga thay, la mot con ngwa bi nga & bia ritng thong day tuyét.

Ga chay vao rirng tuyét, ngudi nhw do cirng lai. Cudi cung thi ga cling tim
thdy Diéu lang quan Hoa Phong, nhung bay gio chi la thi thé ctia Hoa
Phong. Chi la...

Than hinh han bay gid nhv mot con nhim, ghim day am khi da hinh du
dang: co6 phi tiéu, c6 tu tién, c6 ngan cham, cé ngii mang chau, cé doc tat
le...

Pai han rau khong nén noi, 16 vé thwong cam. Nghiép bao ctia ngudi nay
that qua thé tham, bi ngwdi ta cra mat hai chan, réi bi nudéi nhét nhw mot
con heo mwoi may nam trdi, gio lai bi xem nhw mot bia tdp ban khi con
song.

Nhung ga nghi dén nguwdi nay da chét thi e rang Ly Tam Hoan ciling chét
theo, vé thwong tam bién thanh bi phan. Ga ha giong héi: “Chinh han day
ll,?”

G4 van nu6i mot chit hy vong, hy vong xac chét khong phai la nguoi ma
Ly Tam Hoan can tim.

Nhung Ly Tam Hoan chgt 1én tiéng: “Khong sai chtit nao.”

Pai han rau can rang, cdi do khoac bang da trdi duwdi goc cay, réi diu Ly
Tam Hoan ngo6i xudng. Ga c6 cudi guong: “Co 1€ thudce gidi trong minh
han, han chét thé nay thi ching ta lai tiét kiém dugc thoi gian. Dé ta qua dé
xem thu.”

Ly Tam Hoan ciling gwgng cudi: “Hay can than! Pa s6 am khi cé doc, dirng
dé bi dut tay.”
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Chang dang thap t nhat sinh, van nghi dén an nguy ctia nguwai khac.

Pai han rau cam thay nhiét huyét boc lén hirng huc, 1én nuét nwdc mat,
chay nhanh dén thi thé Hoa Phong. Ga cii xuéng nhanh nhen tim kiém,
nhung mot hoi 1au sau lai ngtrng tay, khong ditng day noi.

Ly Tam Hoan hoi: “Khéng c6 u?”
Pai han rdu c6 hong citng do, nghen ngao khong néi nén 10i.

Ly Tam Hoan than nhién cuwdi: “Ta cling biét tridc la sé khong may man
nhw thé dau. Han da bi nhét mwdi may nam, trong minh lam gi c6é thudc
giai?”

Pai han rau nam chat tay, dam vao dau minh: “Néu biét dwgc ké giét han
thi con hy vong. Khong chirng bon ay da cwdp thudce gidi di.”

Ly Tam Hoan nham mat lai, nét mat vo cam: “C6 thé nhw thé, ma ciing cé
thé khong nhu thé...”

Pai han rdu noi: “Nhitng loai &m khi ma han tring déu la loai théng
thuwong, ai trong giang ho cling cé thé dung. Ngli mang chau von la cua
nguoi ngoai toc, nhwng may nam gan day cling rat thinh hanh.”

Ly Tam Hoan chi “A” mét tiéng.

Pai han tiép: “Trén nguwoi han tring day am khi, chitng t6 khong phai chi
cO mOt ngwoi ha thu.”

Ly Tam Hoan lai “A” mét tiéng nita.

Hoi thé cua chang cang lic cang kho khan, nhw sap thiép di. Chang ludn
quan tam dén an nguy cua nguodi khac, nhung lai khong dé y dén chuyén
song chét ctia ban than minh.
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Pai han rau ng6i xoa tay suy nghi, thinh linh nhdy phat 1én mirng ro: “Ta
biét ké ha tha la ai r6i!”

Ly Tam Hoan hoéi cho c6 chuyén: “Ai thé?”

Pai han rau chay lai tre6c mat Ly Tam Hoan, n6i: “Chi c6 mot nguoi ha
thi. Mudi ba loai &m khi & day déu do nguwoi ay phat ra.”
Ly Tam Hoan khong ndi gi.

Pai hén rau tiép: “Mudi ba loai am khi nay, bat ¢ loai nao ciing du lay
mang han. Thé thi hung tht phéng hét 1én ngwoi han, chi dé thdy ha hé.
Giang ho chi c6 mot tén vira dién khung vira tan ac nhw thé.”

Ly Tam Hoan thé ra: “Khong sai, chi c6 mot tén, chinh la Thién Tha La
Sat. Cu6i cung thi Diéu Lang Quan ciing chét dugi tay mot nit nhan.”

Pai han rau vo tay: “Pung thé! Ngoai Thién Tha La Sét ra, khong ai c6 thé
phéng mot lvgt muoi ba loai am khi.”

Ga dot ngot ngirng nodi, nhin Ly Tam Hoan: “Thiéu gia da sém biét roi phai
khong?”

Khée mat Ly Tam Hoan anh 1én mot nu cwdi buén: “Biét cling chang dwoc

gi. Thién Tha La Sat hanh tung v6 dinh, nay day mai d6. Ching ta chac
chan khong thé tim dwgc mu ta.”

Pai han rau 16n tiéng: “Tim khong dugc, cling phai tim.”

Ly Tam Hoan lac dau: “Khong can tim mu. Nguoi nén tim rugu cho ta
uong, dé ta chét mot cach thodi mai. By gid ta cdm thdy rat méi mét, mudn
nghi ngoi tir té mot chut.”

Pai han rau qui xuéng dat, nhitng giot nwdc mat néong hoi chdy ra ran rua,
r6i khé néi: “Thiéu gia, ta biét thiéu gia da mét lam r6i. Mdy nam nay thiéu
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gia chang c6 ngay nao vui vé. Bi thwong va sau kho chac chan khién nguoi
ta mét moi hon bat ¢t chuyén gi khac.”

Dot nhién ga nam chat 14y vai cia Ly Tam Hoan, 16n tiéng: “Nhung thiéu
gia nhat dinh khéng dugc chét, thiéu gia nhat dinh phdi vugt qua. Chét mot
cach khong minh bach nhu thé nay, tat sé bi giém pha la lang t, 1a titu quy,
ldo gia dwdi cttu tuyén sé khong nham mat dugc!”

Ly Tam Hoan nham nghién mat, nhitng giot 1€ noi khée mat da két thanh
nhitng hat bang chau.

Nhung khée miéng chang van khé cuoi: “Lang tt, titu quy... c6 gi la khong
tot? So v&i nguy quan t, gia dao dirc van t6t hon nhiéu, c6 phai khong?”

Pai han rdu gian giva nwdc mat, khan khan néi: “Nhwng... nhung thiéu gia
la nguwdi hitu dung nhat trong thién ha. Nhitng diéu tot cta thiéu gia khong
ai sanh dugc. Sao thiéu gia lai nhut chi nhw thé, tw lam minh dau kho chi vi
a Lam Thi Am d6. C6 dang hay khong?”

Mat Ly Tam Hoan vut 16e sang, gian dit: “Cam miéng! Nguwoi ddm cd gan
goi tén nang u?”

Pai héan rau cti dau am dam: “Vang.”

Ly Tam Hoan tritng mat nhin ga mot lat, roi lai nham mat than thé: “Pugc!
Nguwoi mudn tim thi chiing ta ¢t tim. Nhung troi dat bao la, thoi gian han
hep, nguoi tim ¢ dau day?”

Pai han rau nhdy dyng 1én, phan khdi néi: “Hoang thién bat phu kho tam
nhan, troi khong phu nhitng ké c6 1ong. Chung ta nhat dinh sé tim duogc...”

Ga khom ngudi dinh cong Ly Tam Hoan, thinh linh bi mét cuc tuyét trén
tang cay roi xuong vai. Ga thuan tay dwa lén phui, bong nhién phat hién cuc
tuyét nay mau do.
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Ga ngudc mat nhin lén. Trén cdy c6 mot nit nhan khéng mac do, bi mot
ngon doan mau dam thung tw gitta nguc ra sau lueng, dong dinh vao than
cay.

Pai han rau thoan thoat leo 1én cdy dem cai xac xuéng. Than thé nguwdi nay
da dong mét 16p bang méng, nhin qua khong ro 1am, nhuwng ciing biét la rat
dep.

Ly Tam Hoan cwoi buon: “Ching ta da tim dwgc nang nhanh qué. Qua la
Hoang thién bat phu kho tdm nhéan.”

Ga danh xe nam chat tay, titc gian no6i: “DPanh rang Thién Thu La Sat ac gia
ac bao, nhirng sao hung thu lai nhan tam 16t ca y phuc ctia ngwoi chét nhw
thé nay?”

Ly Tam Hoan th@ dai: “Co 1€ 1a vi y phuc cia ngudi chét qua dat tién.”

Mat ga danh xe sang lén: “Vo6 lam don dai Thién Tha La Sat phuc stc rat
sang trong, quan ao toan dét bang kim tuyén, lai con gan rat nhiéu chau
ngoc.”

Ly Tam Hoan néi: “Con hwou ma khong c6 nhung, con té gidc ma khong
6 stng, thi tho san cling khong muén giét.”

Ga danh xe hoi lai: “Nhung hung thu da 1dy dwgc Kim Ty Giap, vo lam chi
bao da vao tay ma van khong chiu béd qua mot bd quan 4o. Tham lam nhw
thé thi trén doi chi c6 mot tén.”

Ly Tam Hoan chi “A” mét tiéng.

Ga danh xe néi tiép: “D6 la Thi Diéu Tién, mot ké ndm trong quan tai con
sQ tang gia ton kém.”

Ly Tam Hoan cwoi: “Nguwoi nho cay doan mau ra xem.”
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Ngon doan mau nay nuwdc thép sang choang, noi can lai nam mot hat kim
crong lon.

Ly Tam Hoan néi: “Thi Diéu Tién xem tién qui hon tinh mang, giét nguoi
xong van khong bo qua y phuc ctia nan nhan, dau cé chuyén vitt di mot vat
qui nhv cay mau nay?”

Ga danh xe chau may 1am bam: “Trén giang ho, rat it ngwoi dung binh khi
trang sttc dat tién nhuw thé nay, chi c6... chi c6 Hoa hoa dai thiéu Phan Tiéu
An.”

Ly Tam Hoan gat dau: “Nhu thé thi c6 hai nguoi giét Thién Thu La Sat.”

Ga danh xe n6i: “Mot ké vung tién nhuw rdc, mot ké qui tién hon mang, sao
lai c6 thé di chung?”

Ly Tam Hoan cudi nhe: “Khong nhitng c6 thé, ma con budc phai di chung.
Mot ké ngoi trén vung tién, mot ké ditng dwdi khim ndm nhat tién, ctc
cung tan tuy, qua la mot cap.”

Ga danh xe phan khdi han 1én: “Thé thi tuyét diéu. Troi lanh nhw thé nay,
Phan Tiéu An nhat dinh sé khong cudi ngwa, han phéi dung xe. Ngoi xe thi
ching ta thtra sttc duoi kip.”

Qua nhién ngoai bia ritng c6 hai vét rat rd, hwéng vé noi xa. Ga chay ra
quan sat ti mi, lai phat hién nhitng dau chan roi loan, it nhat phai nam sau
ngwoi ma@i khién mat tuyét nhau nat nhw thé. Canh do6 cé vét banh xe, sau
mot doan thi ddu chan thwa thét han, vét xe thi lai sau hon.

Pay la loai xe ctia nha giau chuyén dung vao mua déng, ngoi rat thodi mai
nhung khong thé di nhanh dugce. Pai han rdu phan chan han 1én, cit buéc
chay nhanh. Lan nay ga hy vong khéng bi mat dau, chi can men theo dwong
16n, bdi vi chiéc xe rong tdm thwéc nay khong thé chay vao dwong hém
duoc.
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Lic nay, troi da toi den, trén duwong khong mdt bong nguoi.

Pai han rau thi trién than phap chay nhanh hon, tuy lwng cong nguwdi nhung
buwdc chan van nhe nhang, nhanh nhen. Khong ai c6 thé nghi rang nguwdi cé
khinh cong nhw thé lai cam tdm lam n6 boc. Nguwdi cé khinh céng cao nhw
thé, chac chan khong phai l1a ké vo danh tiéu tot trong giang ho.

Chay ti€p mot lic, ga dot nhién phat hién mat tuyét phia treéc phang li nhw
mat gwong, it nhat da hai ba gio khong c6 ai di qua.

Co xe 16n tai sao lai mat tich?

Pai han rau khyng lai mot chat, réi quay ngwoc lai. Lan nay ga chay cham
dé quan sat k§ hon, mat mira ddm méi phat giac ra c6 xe ay da ré vao mot
con duwong tat. Vira roi ga khong luwu y dén con dwong tat dy, vi hai bén day
nhitng cdy c6 thu um tum ram rap. Lai c6 twgng nguwdi bang da, chac han
con duwong nay dan dén lang mo ctia mot dai phu gia.

G4 that sy khong doan ra tai sao c6 xe lai di vao con dwong nay, that su la
con duong dan vao ti dia.

Xe dang dirng treéc mot lang md bang da, con ngwa khong thay dau. Ba dai
han mdc do da dé dang nam chét trén mat tuyét. Trong xe con cé mdt nguoi
mac 4o bao day dang nam, sac mat trang béch, tudi trac t¥ tuan, may rau
nhan nhui.

Chi can nhin vao chiéc nhan phi thiy dat gia trén tay ngwoi nay, da biét han
la tén pha gia chi ti* Phan thiéu gia cia Kim Ngoc Buong.

Bén canh han con thi thé cta hai thiéu n¥, cling nhw Phan thiéu gia, da bi
tha phap nang né diém vao ti¥ huyét ma chét. Ba nguwdi hau nam canh xe lai
bi chwang lyc danh nat luc phu ngti tang. Pay la doc thu cua ai day?

Pai han rdu chau may néi: “Chang 1€ Thi Diéu Tién...”
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Chura dut 101, ga lai phat hién trén bia da ké bén lang mo lai con mat thi thé
khac, dau troc 16c, mat Gp xudng tuyét, hai tay nam chat, dwong nhw truéc
khi chét con c6 git* mot vat gi do, nhung cudi cung cling khong gilt dugc.

Pay chinh la Thi Diéu Tién. Nhung han da khong thé gio tay ra doi tién
nita roi.

Ly Tam Hoan d6t nhién than thd: “Hdao sac hay cd bac thi ciing khong cé
hai bang két giao bang hitu btra bai, néu khong, nhat dinh sé nhuw Phan thiéu
gia, chét ma cling khéng biét minh chét dwdi tay ai.”

Pai han rau héi: “Thiéu gia mudn ndi han bi Thi Diéu Tién ha tha u?”

Ly Tam Hoan déap: “Nguoi nhin ma xem. Sac mat han ta thodi mai nhu thé,
hién nhién la dang n6 gion v4i my nhan, thi bi ké khac diém vao ti huyét.
Trong xe chi c6 han va Thi Diéu Tién, thi ngoai Thi Diéu Tién ra, con ai c6
thé ha tha?”

Pai han rau néi: “Nhung...”

Ly Tam Hoan néi: “Ngoai han ra, thi nhitng ngwoi khac déu 16 vé sg hai,
hién nhién treéc khi chét ho khong tin rang Thi Diéu Tién c6 thé ha doc
tha. Hon nita, hai ¢6 gai nay lic con song khong chirng da c6 giao tinh vdi
Thi Diéu Tién, lai cang khong tin Thi Diéu Tién c6 thé giét ho.”

Chang thd ra, lac dau néi: “Tén nay trong tién bac ma khinh nhan sac. Han
khong hiéu rang nhan sac vira dé thwong vira it ¢ hai hon tién bac.”

Pai han rau noéi: “Nghe néi chi phap cia Thi Diéu Tién la dé nhat & Son
Tay, n6i danh la Nhat Chi Truy Hon. Pay dich xac la tha doan cta han.
Nhung...”

Ly Tam Hoan dot nhién lai néi tiép: “Thi Diéu Tién song dwa dam Phan
thiéu gia khong biét da bao lau roi. Lan nay Phan thiéu gia mudén doat Kim
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Ty Giap, Thi Diéu Tién cling khé ma ti* choi. That ra, han cling c6 thé noi
la khong lam noi, nhwng han cling bi Kim Ty Giap lam dong long, bén ha
tha dé trir hau hoan.”

Pai han rau da bi ngat 16i dén hai lan. Ga doi Ly Tam Hoan ditt 10i, roi méi
tiép: “Nhwng Thi Diéu Tién hién cting da chét r6i.”

Ly Tam Hoan khé cwoi roi néi: “Ké giét ngudi, chac chan sé bi nguoi giét.
Luc Thi Diéu Tién ra tay, khong chirng c6 mot nguoi dang ¢ khu lang mo
nay. Cé thé Thi Diéu Tién phat giac ra han nén muon sat nhan diét khau,
khong ngo lai mang hoa sat than.”

Pai han rdu chau may: “V0o cong cta Thi Diéu Tién dau phéi la tam
thwong, khong hiéu ai da giét han?”

Ga tién tdi bén thém lang mo, thdy thi thé Thi Diéu Tién khong c6 vét
thwong nao, ngoai trir mot 10 trén yét hau.

Ct xem cling biét cdi 16 nay la dau tich cia mot thanh kiém khong bén lam.

Ly Tam Hoan twa vao vai dai han rau, hai nguwdi nhin cham chi mot lic roi
dong thoi thé ra, trén khée miéng déu 16 nét cwdi, dong thanh néi: “Té ra la
han!”

Pai han rau cuwodi: “Kiém cua Phi thiéu gia nhanh hon y nghi, thdo nao Thi
Dieu Tien khong kip phan tng!”

Ly Tam Hoan nham mat, mim cwdi: “Rat tot, rat tot. That la tuyét diéu!
Kim Ty Giédp vao tay A Phi, that la vat vé ding chu. Xem ra Mai Hoa Pao
dén hoi xui xéo r6i.”
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Pai han rau néi: “Chuing ta di tim Phi thiéu gia. Chac la han chwa di xa

2

dau.
Ly Tam Hoan mim cwoi: “Nguoi tim han dé lam gi?”
Pai han rau néi: “Thudc giai...”

Ly Tam Hoan lac dau: “Néu trong minh Hoa Phong qua c6 thudc giai, thi
Thién Tha La Sat luc soat, roi Thi Diéu Tién cuwép lay. Nhu thé thi hién nay
thu6c giadi phédi ¢ trén minh Thi Diéu Tién. A Phi tuyét nhién khong 1ay do
cta ké khac mdt cach bira bai, han chi mang Kim Ty Giap di vi han cho
rang Kim Ty Gidp dang ly 1a cuia ta.”

Pai han rau nhin nhitng chudi ngoc trén minh hai thiéu nit, r6i lai nhin
chiéc nhan phi thdy cwc 16n trén ngén tay Phan thiéu gia, 1én tiéng: “Khong
sai! Du la mot troi vang bac chau bau, Phi thiéu gia cling khong dung dén
mot dong.”

Ly Tam Hoan no6i: “Vi thé ma néu thudc gidi khong c6 trén minh Thi Diéu
Tién, chung ta di tim A Phi cling vo ich.”

Ban tay dai han rau run ray luc soat khap ngwdi Thi Diéu Tién. Ga rét lo
lang, vi day la tia hy vong cudi cung...

MGt lic sau thi ga kéo hét xac nguwoi xuong, dd Ly Tam Hoan ngbi vao xe.

Trén thanh xe cé khac hai hang chi* bang miii kiém: “Ta da bao thu cho
nguoi, nén cuwdi nguwa cua nguoi di.”

Ly Tam Hoan bat cuwdi: “Luc dau ta chi nghi la han, bay gio thi chac chan
r6i. Chi c6 han mdi khong chiém doat do vat cua ngudi chét.”

Chang mim cudi roi tiép: “Thiéu nién nay deé thwong that. Tiéc la ta...”
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Ly Tam Hoan ldng thinh khéng néi hét cau, nhung dai han rau hiéu ro
chang mu6n noi gi.

Thudc gidi khong c6 trén minh Thi Diéu Tién, chang tiéc la ti nay vé sau
sé khong dugc gdp thiéu nién dé thwong nay nita.

Pai han rdu khong dan dugc bi ai, 1do ddo nhu sap nga phich xudng dat.

Ly Tam Hoan mim cwoi: “Nguoi dirng vi ta ma kho tam. Chét khong dang
s¢ nhw nguoi twdng dau. Bay gio ca than thé ta chi c6 trai tim la con khi
lyc. Ta muodn di uong regu.”
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6 - Say ruou gap ctru tinh

Pai han rau chgt ditng day, céi phang do, phoi bd nguc gidong nhu sat ra
gitta bang tuyét va gi6 rét, vac cang xe dat 1én vai cia minh. Han nhw mot
con ngua, kéo co xe 16n chay nhanh vé phia trudc.

Ly Tam Hoan khong ngan can. Chang biét trong long han hién dang chita
day bi thong, can phai phat tiét ra. Nhung khi ctta xe khép lai, Ly Tam
Hoan khong nén noi, bat giac reng rung nwdc mat.

Tuyét trén mdt duwong da dong thanh bang citng, tron nhw mat kinh. Pai han
rau khong ton nhiéu cong sitc lam, ma c6 xe van lwét nhanh nhw bay.

Ntra gid sau, xe da dén Nguu gia trang.

Nguu gia trang 1a mot thi tran nhé nhwng rat phon thinh, lic bay gio troi
chwa téi han, tuyét da nging roi. Hai bén dudong c6 mdy nguoi dang dung
choi quét tuyét tredc san nha.

Troi lanh thé nay ma c6 mot dai han minh tran kéo c6 xe chay tdi, ai thay
cling kinh hai, c6 nguwoi quang chdi chay tron.

Thi tran dwong nhién la c6 titu diém. Co xe chay nhuw bay dén trudc ctra
mot tiru diém roi dot ngot dirng lai. Pai han rau hét vang mot tiéng, dung
sttc dap manh chan téi trwdce, lung hat nguwgce ra sau. Nghe rac mot tiéng,
thing xe da bi thing mot 16 16n, con d6i chan ctia gd lin sdu vao trong
tuyét. Tuyét trén mat dwong vang ra tung toe.

Nguoi trong thi trdn chwa tirng thay ai c6 than lyc nhw thé, ai cling ngo
ngac.

Nhitng ngwoi trong titu diém thdy dai han rau x6ng vao nhw mét vi ac than,
cling kinh hai tron mat hon phan ntta. Ga dem ba tam van ghép lai, sau do
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khiéng mot cai ban dat vao phia sau dé dwa, lai 1ay céi 4o khoac bang da ho
ly cta Phan thiéu gia trdi 1én, r6i m&i bé Ly Tam Hoan di vao, dé ngo6i that
thodi mai.

Mat Ly Tam Hoan khong chit huyét sac, moi cling tim xanh, ai nhin cling
biét chang mang trong bénh. M4t ngwdi sap chét lai vao udng rugu, tiru
diém da md ctta hon hai muwoi nam, chua tirng gap khach ky la nhu thé. Ca
chu quan lan tiéu nhi déu dirng sitng.

Pai han rau vo ban goi 16n: “Cht quan, dem rugu ra day, rwgu thwong
hang. Néu c6 mot chit nuwdce trong do, ta sé 1ay thua cap bon nguoi!”

Ly Tam Hoan nhin hdan mot hoéi lau, bat cwdi: “Hai muwoi nam nay, nguoi
mdi biéu 16 doi phan hao khi ctia Thiét Giap Kim Cwong!”

Pai han rdu rung minh, tita nhw bi bon tiéng Thiét Giap Kim Cuwong lam
kinh hai. Nhung ga lai ngang dau lén, cuwdi 16n: “Khong ngd thiéu gia con
nh@ cai tén nay. Ta da quén mat twr 1au.”

Ly Tam Hoan no6i: “H6m nay nguwoi pha 1&€ uéng vaGi ta mot ly chiy?”

Thiét Giap Kim Cuong gat gat dau: “Vang! Hom nay thiéu gia uéng bao
nhiéu, ta uéng bay nhiéu.”

Ly Tam Hoan ngtra mat 1én trdi, cwdi 1on: “Cé thé lam cho nguoi pha gidi
uong rugu, do cling la diém phic cta ta.”

Thuce khach trong quan nghe hai nguoi cwoi ndi sang sang, cting lén nhin
qua. Khong ai c6 thé twéng twgng mot ngwdi bénh sap chét ma lai c6 thé
vui vé dén thé.

Rugu dwa ra khong phai 1a thugng pham, nhung cling khong hoa nhiéu
nuwdc lam.
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Thiét Giap Kim Cwong nang chén: “Xin thiéu gia tha cho céi toi vo 1é. Mai
thiéu gia mot ly!”

Ly Tam Hoan ngtta mat, can mot hoi, nhwng vi tay da hoi run nén ly rugu
sanh ra ngoai mot it.

Ly Tam Hoan vira ho sdc sya vtra lau rwgu dinh trén do, mim cwoi: “Tw
tredc dén nay ta chwra hé phung phi mét giot rugu nao. Khéng ngd hom nay
lai...”

Dot nhién Ly Tam Hoan cuwdi 16n: “B6 y phuc nay da di cung ta su6t bao
nam, ké ciing la bang hitu. Y phuc lao huynh! Nhd huynh ma ta cé thé

"’

chong lai gia rét, ta moi huynh mét ly
Pai han rdu vira rét mét ly, Ly Tam Hoan bung do hét 1én 4o minh.

Chua quan cung bon tiéu nhi nhin nhau, nghi tham: “Thi ra tén nay khong
nhitng bi bénh ma con dién khung nitta!”

Hai nguoi ct uéng, uéng khong ngirng. Ly Tam Hoan phai dung ca hai tay
md&i nam chat duwoc ly rugu, réi gang lam mdéi dwa dwoc 16én miéng.

Pai han rau dot ngot vo ban, hét 1én mat tiéng: “Cudc doi lam chuyén bat
binh, chi mong rwgu c6 thé lam nguwdi ta say khong bao gid tinh! Ta uat
han, ta uat han v6 cung.”

Ly Tam Hoan khé chau may nhung lai cudi: “Hom nay ching ta nén vui
m&i phéi, nguwoi ndi cai gi ma bat binh, cai gi ma khong tinh? Nhan sinh
dac y, tu tan hoan; Mac st kim ton khong déi nguyét. Nguwoi khi dac y nén
say; Chén vang trong rong chd bay dudi trang.”

Pai han rau cwdi 1én nhuw phat dién cuéng: “Cudc doi khi tét dep nén tan
hwéng. Thiéu gia, ta lai moi mot ly.”
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Giong cuodi cta ga thé lwong cuc do, khién ly rugu trong tay ngwoi khac
cling sanh ra ngoai. Tiéng cuwdi chwa ditt, ga da guc dau xudng ban nitc ng.

Vé mat Ly Tam Hoan chgt c6 phan &m dam, nhoé nhe néi: “Hai muwoi nam
nay, néu khéng c6 nguoi, e rang ta khong cé cach nao dé séng qua ngay. Ta
biét ndi kho ctia ngwoi, cling cdm thdy minh bat nguwoi phai thiét thoi nhiéu.
T nay vé sau, mong nguwoi chan hung lai hung phong thué truée. Pugc
nhu thé, du ta...”

Pai han rdu dot nhién nhdy dung lén, 16n tiéng cuwdi néi: “Thiéu gia, sao lai
néi nhitng chuyén lam mat hitng nhw thé? Ching ta nén uoéng bang ly 16n
hon mai phai!”

Hai ngudi Iic khoc Iic cuwdi, roi lai vira khoc vira cedi. Chu quan cung bon
tiéu nhi nhin nhau nghi tham: “Té ra ca hai tén nay déu mac bénh dién
khung.”

Luc ay, lai c6 mdt nguwdi loang choang buwdc vao, guc dau xuéng quay rugu,
rén ri: “Ruou, rugu, mau mang rugu ra day!”

B0 diéu cua han twa nhw sap chét khat, khong uong rugu lap tic la khong
duoc.

Lao chd chau may, nghi tham: “Lai thém mdt thang dién nita!”

Nguwoi mdi vao mdac mot 4o bao mau lam da bac phéch, hai tay o va trén
nguc dinh mét chiat dau mo. Méng tay han day bun dat. Mac du dau han
d6i khan nho si, nhung téc roi boi, dé 10 mot khudn mat vira vang vot vira
om o. Hinh nhw han 1a mot nho si nghéo kho.
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Tiéu nhi chau may, mang lai mét hii ruwou.

Ga han nho khong can dung ly, bung nguyén hii uéng trng wc nhw ca kinh
udng nudc. Ga ndc mot hoi thi da can hon ntra hii, nhwng dot ngot phun ra,
thét 1én: “Cai nay ma goi la rvgu u? Pa chua nhu giam, lai con pha nuwéc.”

Tiéu nhi tritng mat, nhung nhin qua mdt bén réi néi: “Trong titu diém
ching ta cling c6 rugu ngon, bat qua...”

Ga han nho phan no: “Nguoi twdng dai gia khong c6 tién mua rugu u? Day,

')’

cam lay
Ga ném lén quay mot nén bac nam muoi lwgng.
Ky nit va tiéu nhi giong nhau & cho diéu chinh nét mat theo so tién. Tén

tiéu nhi trong titu di€m nay ciing khong ngoai 1€, 1ap tirc mang rwgu ngon
ra.

Ga han nho ciling khong dung ly, miéng nguwoi ké vao miéng hii, uobng mot
hoi can sach r6i nham mat ngéi yén, dwong nhw chi con thd ra chit khong
thé hit vao, khong nhic nhich dong day gi nita. Nguwoi khac thi twdng
chirng han da uéng qua gap nén bi nghen hong.

Nhung Ly Tam Hoan thi biét han dang thwdng thitc va binh pham.

Sau mot lic, han thé dai, anh mat vut sang 1én, gwong mat da c6 chat sinh
khi, tir t&* n6i: “Rwgu tuy khong ngon, nhung & chd nhw thé nay cé thé so
sai mot chut cling dvugc.”

Tiéu nhi cwdi, khom Iwng néi: “Hi regu nay té diém da dé danh muwdi may
nam roi, dén hém nay van khong nd lay ra.”

G4 han nho dot nhién vo ban, 16n tiéng: “Heén chi mui regu hoi nhat, thi ra
da dé qua lau. Mau pha vao cho ta mgt hii méi nau, nhé pha diang ba phan,
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khong dugc nhiéu khong duwgc it. Lay thém vai dia thitc an dé ta nham
reou.”

Tiéu nhi hoi: “Chang hay 1ao gia mu6n dung thitc nham gi?”

Ga han nho néi: “Ta cling biét noi nay chang cé th gi ngon. Nguoi lam
mot con vit cho ta, 1dy mdt it gitng non dé xao bd long. Thé cling du rai,
nhung ging dit khoat phdi 1a gitng non, 16ng vit phai nho that sach!”

Han c6 vé ngheo doi, nhung vé van dé an udng thi lai chang chiat mo hoé.
Ly Tam Hoan cam thay rat hitng thd, néu trong lic binh thwong chac chan
chang sé sang do, tam thoi két giao bang hitu dé uéng mot phen cho théa
thich. Nhung Iic nay, chang cam thdy minh cé thé nga xuéng bat ky lic
nao, khong nén lién luy, lam ngudi khac phai buon khé.

Ga han nho thi coi nhw chang thay ai, ci ty rét reegu, tw can ly. Mat han hau
nhw khong nhin thay gi khac, ngoai rugu.

Ngay ltic dé, chgt nghe tiéng vé ngua khua vang roi dirng ngay trudc cira
quan. Mat ga han nho dot nhién bién sac. Han dinh di ra, nhung liéc nhin
hii rgu, lai ngo6i xudng uong tiép ba ly, gap mot miéng long vit, ti ttr nham
nhap, ngam nga: “Ttru hwong 16 thugng chi, tha xt bat cong hanh. Ha ha...
Puong nao c6 rugu ta di. Nhitng noi khong regu lam gi c6 ta.”

Bén ngoai cé tiéng quat 16n: “T6t lam. Tén titu quy con mudn chay dang
troi a?”
Mot giong khac quat theo: “Ta da biét ma, chi trong tttu diém mdi tim dugc

han!”

Cung vGi tiéng quat, nam sadu nguwdi cung lic xong vao vay ldy ga han nho.
Ca nam nguoi déu mac y phuc chén, lvng deo dao kiém sang ngoi, than thu
xem ra cling khong phai té.
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Mot tén 0m yéu mat dai, tay cam roi ngwa chi vao miii ga han nho, hach
sach: “Nhan tién thi phai citu nan. Tai sao nguoi lay tién réi ma lai khong
chan bénh, tron ra day uéng rugu, nhw thé thi con nghia ly gi nita?”

Ga han nho cuwdi hé hé: “Khong 1é cac vi chwa hiéu dao 1y nay sao? Chi vi
ta dang n6i con thém rwgu ma thoi! Mai Nhi tién sinh khi 1én con nghién,
thi du trdi sap trdc mat cling udng rwgu xong mdi la 1én. Lam sao ta con
tam tri dé chira bénh cho ngwoi?”

MGt dai han mat r6 néi: “Triéu lao dai! Nguwoi nghe thdy chwa? Thang
nghién rugu nay khong phai la ngwoi tot, chi can tién bac dén tay thi cha
me vg con ctng khong nhin nhan!”

Pai han mat dai phan no noi: “Cai tat cta thang nghién ruegu nay ai ma
khong biét, nhung bénh cua lao t¢ khéng c6 han chira thi khong dugc. Néu
ta giuc han thi han sé chira bay ba. Nguwoi cé bién phap nao khac chang?”

Ly Tam Hoan c twéng bon ching dén phuc thu gi dé, nhung nghe cau
chuyén méi biét vi Mai Nhi tién sinh nay la mot thay lang & giang ho, da
lay tién bac ma khong chiu tri bénh.

Bon méi dén trong rat hung tgn, quat thét om som, nhung han van ngoi
vitng nhw Théi Son, uéng lién lién hét ly nay dén ly khac.

Triéu lao dai vung roi ngua trong tay, thoat mot cai da cuén hii regu truéc
mat han xudng dat, roi 16n tiéng: “Diurng 16i thoi nita. Ching ta da tim dugc
nguoi thi ngwoi phdi ngoan ngoan theo ching ta vé chita bénh! Chi can
chita khéi bénh cua lao ti#, ta ddm bdo nguoi lai c6 regu uong dai dai.”

Nhin hii rwgu bé nat, Mai Nhij tién sinh thé dai: “Bon nguoi da biét dwoc
tinh khi cia Mai Nhi tién sinh ta, thi chac phai biét ta binh sinh c6 ba diéu
khong tri.”

Triéu lao dai tritng mat héi: “Ba diéu gi khong tri?”
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Mai Nhi tién sinh néi: “Thi¢ nhat, tién chan mach khéng tra truedc, khong
tri. Ma tra thiéu mot phan cling khong tri!”

Pai han mat ro sirng sd ndi: “Chung ta c6 tra thiéu nguwoi phan nao dau?”

Mai Nhi tién sinh diém nhién noéi tiép: “Thit hai, 1é phép khong du hay 1oi
1é bat kinh, khong tri. Thit ba, quan cwdng dao trém cuwép giét ngwdi, khong
tri!”

Han thd ra r6i lac dau noi: “Bon bay da pham t&i hai diéu, con muén Mai
Nhi ta di chita bénh, thi that 1a ngu ngoc, chang khac ngwoi dién leo 1én xa
nha ngoi cau ca.”

Tén kia titc gian dén phinh co6 1én, hung ho gam gu: “Khong tri thi sé lay
mang nguoi.”

Mai Nhi tién sinh diém nhién: “Mat mang thi lai cang khong tri.”

DPai han mat r6 xoay tay phéng mot chwdng, ca chiéc ghé lan Mai Nhi tién
sinh vang ra bay tam thwéc, lan dudi dat, khée miéng ldo da reém mau.

Thdy thai do diém tinh cia Mai Nhi tién sinh, Ly Tam Hoan twdng lao la
mot di nhan trén chon giang ho, cao tham khong 16 ra ngoai. Bay gio chang
mdi biét 1do chi cttng miéng, con tay chan chang citng chit nao.

Triéu lao dai rut dao quat 16n: “Nguoi con dam noi nita chit khong, dai gia
sé chat mot canh tay cia nguoi tredc roi mdi noi tiép.”

Mai Nhij tién sinh lau miéng noéi: “Khong tri la khong tri! Mai Nhi tién sinh
ma sg bon tiéu tdc tui bay sao?”

Triéu lao dai thét 1én, nhém 1én muén phéng t6i.
Dai han rau béng v6 ban quat 16n: “O day 1a chd uéng ruwou. Ai khéng udng

rgu thi cut hét di.”
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Tiéng quat bat ngd nhw sdm nod gitra troi quang dang, lam Triéu lao dai giat
minh, bat gidc lui lai nita budc, trirtng mat: “Nguoi... nguwoi la thang nao ma
dam dén day xen vao viéc cua dai gia?”

Ly Tam Hoan mim cwoi: “Cut di van chwa du thda vi. Bao ching bo ra
ngoai di.”

Dai han lai thét: “Thiéu gia bao ching bay bo ra, c6 nghe thay khong?”

Thay mot ngwdi bénh hoan khéng con khi lyc, mot ngudi say dén néi mat
10 do, gan cta Triéu lao dai phuc hoi kich thudce nhw cdi, hung hé néi: “Vay
la cac nguoi khong biét diéu. Pai gia sé dung bon nguwoi ma khai dao cling
duogc!”

Anh dao 16e 1én, ngon dao trong tay hin chém thing vao Ly Tam Hoan.
Pai han rau chau may, dwa canh tay lén da.

Hinh nhuv han da say qua r6i, ddim dung canh tay d& dao bén. Cha quan
cling khéng nhin n6i, la 16n 1én, ¢t twéng la mau sap chdy dam dia, canh
tay sap dut lia ra.

Nao ngo sau khi ngon dao chém xudng, canh tay van nguyén lanh nhu chura
c6 ngon gié nao thdéi qua, nhung ngon dao lai doi ngwoc lai, tudt ra khoi
tay. Toan than Triéu lao dai lac lv ding khong vitng, ldo ddo may cai, roi
thut [ti m& miéng ho hoan: “Tiéu ti nay c6 cong phu hoanh luyén Kim
chung trao Thiét b6 sam, bon ta gap ma qui r6i!”

Pai han mat r6 cling bién sac mat, cwoi xdo tra: “Xin bang hitu cho biét cao
danh qui tinh. Ching ta khong danh khong quen, mong rang sau nay cé thé
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két lam bang hitu.”

Pai héan rau lanh lung: “Th ngwoi ma doi két giao bang hitu véi ta a? Cut
di!”

Triéu lao dai nhdy tGi hét 16n: “Bang hitu dirng hi€p nguwdi qua dang, nén
biét Hoang Ha That Giao bon ta khong phai dé bat nat dau. Néu la...”

Han chwa dit 16i thi da bi gd mat r6 kéo lai néi nhé may cau, vira néi vira
liéc nhin con dao nhé dé canh chén rugu cia Ly Tam Hoan.

Sac mat cua Triéu lao dai khéng con chit mau, run giong: “Khong phai han
dau.”

Ga mat ro nhe giong: “Khong phai han thi la ai? Ntta thang trudc, ta da
nghe 1o rua den & Long Than miéu n6i han da nhap quan trd lai. Nhiéu
nam trudc lao rua den da tirng gap han, chac khong nhin 16n dau.”

Triéu ldo dai n6i: “Nhung con ma bénh hoan nay....”

Ga mat ro gat: “Tén nay tinh thong dia mén an nhau, trai gai, co bac, nén
sttc khoe chang bao gio t6t. Nhung con dao cuia han...”

Vira dé cap dén con dao, giong han run ray: “Khong ai hoc hét chit ngo.
DPoi vé6i bat ct ai, ching ta cling c6 thé ngang tang, nhung sao ching ta c
phai dung cham dén han chit?”

Triéu lao dai cwoi kho: “Néu ta s6m biét han ¢ day thi du ké dao tan co, ta
cling khong vao.”

Han dang hang hai tiéng, mim cwdi cdi minh noéi: “Bon tiéu nhan c6 mat
khong trong, khong nhan ra ldo nhan gia nén da quay nhiéu tiru hitng, that
dang t6i chét. Bon tiéu nhan xin lui.”
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Khong biét c6 nghe thdy bon ching néi khong, Ly Tam Hoan ct tiép tuc
udng rugu va tiép tuc ho, tira nhw khéng c6 chuyén gi.

Bon nguoi d6 xong vao hung huc nhw h6, nhung rit lui ém diu nhw ché cip
dudi.

Vi Mai Nhi tién sinh kia gio mdi tr tit bo ddy, nhung khong dén cho Ly
Tam Hoan dé ta on. Lao vira dat mong xudng ghé, da vo ban quat 16n:
“Rugu, mau dem rugu qua day!”

Bon tiéu nhi dui mat, khong ai c6 thé tin rang ngudi cé khau khi ngang tang
nay lai vira bi danh ta toi, phai bo 1€ bo 16t duéi dat.

Thye khach trong tiru diém da chay trén sach, chi con lai ba ngudi ngoi.
Rugu ting ly tirng ly udng can, uéng nhiéu nhwng néi it.

Ly Tam Hoan nhin bau trdi ngoai ctra s6, dot nhién cuwdi: “Ruwgu qua nhién
c6 nhiéu diéu ky la! Khi khong muon say thi cai say lai dén rat nhanh,
nhung khi mudn say thi khong thé nao say dugc!”

Mai Nhi tién sinh dot nhién ciing ngwdc mat nhin trdi, cwdi ha ha: “Nhat
tly giai thién sau; Tuy tr thang phong hau. Ha ha! Say swa gidi dwoc ngan
sau; Chét say so vdi phong hau con hon. C6 ké mudn say cho dén chét,
nhung tiéc rang ta khong muon dé han thodi mai ma chét!”

Pai han rau khé chau may. Mai Nhi tién sinh loang choang budc qua, nhin
thang Ly Tam Hoan: “Ngwoi c6 ty biét minh con séng duwgc bao lau
khong?”

Ly Tam Hoan lanh dam déap: “Co 1é khong lau!”

Mai Nhi tién sinh hoi tiép: “Biét minh con song khong 1au, sao khong
chuan bi hau sy, lai con dén day uéng rugu?”
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Ly Tam Hoan cuoi: “Sinh t¥ 1a 1€ thuwong. Sao c6 thé vi chuyén vat d6 ma
lam 16 téu hitng?”

Mai Nhi tién sinh v6 tay cwoi 16n: “Khong sai! Chuyén sinh t la chuyén
nho, uéng ruvgu mdi la chuyén 16n. Ngwoi néi cling dé nghe lam.”

Ldo ta lai tritng mat nhin Ly Tam Hoan, hoéi: “Nguwoi c6 biét ta la ai
khong?”

Ly Tam Hoan cuoi: “Chwa duge quen biét.”
Mai Nhi tién sinh tr6 mat: “Ngwoi that sy khong biét ta la ai u?”

Pai han rau khong nhin n6i, quat 1én: “Khong biét 1a khong biét, sao nguoi
lai 16i thoi thé?”

Mai Nhi tién sinh khong 1y gi dén han, c tritng tritng nhin Ly Tam Hoan:
“Neéu thé thi nguwoi cttu ta khong phai vi mu6n xin ta tri bénh v?”

Ly Tam Hoan cuwoi: “Néu cac ha mudn uéng rugu thi ¢t qua day, uéng vai
ta may ly. Con néu muon tri bénh thi xin mai di noi khac, dirng lam mat titu
hirng cua ta!”

Mai Nhi tién sinh nhin Ly Tam Hoan hoi 1au khong chép mat, roi tit tir noi:
“Rat 1a may man, rat la may man. Nguwoi gap dugc ta, qua la cuc ky may

man!”

Ly Tam Hoan néi: “Ta khong cé tién bac dé chan mach, ma ciing khong
hon gi bon cudng dao la mdy. Xin mdi cac ha tré vé ban!”

Nao ngd Mai Nhi tién sinh lac dau: “Khong dugc, khong dwgce. Bénh cua
nguoi khac thi ta khong tri, nhuwng bénh ctia nguoi thi ta phdi tri. Muén ta
khong tri thi ngwoi phai giét ta trudc.”
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Hoi ndy, ngwoi ta doi giét han thi han nhat dinh khong tri, bay gio gap ké
khong can tri thi lai nang nac doi tri. Pam tiéu nhi chi muén tré vé nha dé
ngu ba ngay ba dém, khng muon thdy ba ga dién nay nita. Néu ba ga c
tiép tuc néi chuyén dién khung nhu thé, e rang ai nghe phai déu tirc t6i ma
chét.

Pai han rau dong tam, hoi: “Nguwoi qua that tri duge bénh cua thiéu gia?”

Mai Nhi tién sinh ngao nghé néi: “Trir Mai Nhi tién sinh ta ra, chi s¢ trong
thién ha khong con ai tri dwgc bénh ctia han!”

Pai han rau ding phat 1én, nam lay c6 tay ldo: “Nguoi cé biét nguwdi nay
mac bénh gi khong?”

Mai Nhij tién sinh tritng mat: “Ta khong biét thi con ai biét? Nguwoi twdng
cai ga ho Hoa do cé thé ché dwgc Han Ké Tan u?”

Pai han rau that thanh héi lai: “Han Ké Tan? Chat doc thiéu gia tring la
Han Ké Tan u?”

Mai Nhi tién sinh cuwdi dac y: “Ngoai Han Ké Tan cua Mai gia, trén thé
gian nay chang con loai doc nao lam khé duwgc Ly Tam Hoan.”

Pai han rau vura kinh ngac vwra hoan hi: “Vay Han Ké Tan ctia Hoa Phong
la do nguoi ché?”

Mai Nhi tién sinh cudi I6n: “Ngoai Diéu lang trung Mai Nhi tién sinh, con
ai ché dugc Han Ké Tan? Cac nguoi kién thitc nong can, ngay viéc nay
cling khong biét.”

Pai han rau ming r& néi: “Thi ra nguwoi la Diéu Lang Trung & trong That
Diéu Nhan. Thi ra thuoc doc nay do nguoi ché. Nguwoi ché ra doc duoc, tat
sé c6 thudc gidi. Thi ra thiéu gia dugc ciu r6i.”
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Ly Tam Hoan cwdi buon: “Thi ra ngwdi ta muon song da la khé, ma mudn
chét mot cach yén tinh ciing chang dé gi!”

Co xe dwgc cot thém may con ngwa, chay bang bang dudi troi tuyét.

Lan nay, dai han rau da thué mot tén phu xe, ga ngoi trong xe dé cham séc
cho Ly Tam Hoan, va cling dé canh phong Diéu Lang Trung.

Ga cling chwa yén tam lam, khong ngét hoi: “Ngwoi da c6 thude gidi chwa?
Sao lai phai di tim ngudi khac? Tim ai? O dau? Co kip khong?”

Mai Nhi tién sinh chau may: “Nguoi ta tim khong phai la ai xa la, chinh la
Mai Dai tién sinh, anh rudt ta. Han & gan day thoi, nguoi ct yén tam.
Nhitng bénh nhan ma ta da nhan chita tri thi khong thé chét dwoc.”

Pai han rau héi: “Sao phai tim han?”

Mai Nhi tién sinh dap: “Bai vi thu6c gidi Han Ké Tan cat ¢ nha han. Ly do
nay nguoi co vira y khong?”

Pai han rau gio mai lang thinh, khong van hoi nita.

Mai Nhij tién sinh hoéi lai han: “Mon céng phu ctia ngwoi luyén la Kim
chung trdo Thiét b6 sam hay la Thap tam thai bao hoanh luyén?”

Pai han rau tritng mat nhung van dap: “Thiét bé sam!”

Mai Nhi tién sinh mim cwdi lac dau: “Cai cong phu ngu dot dé, ngoai viéc
c6 thé hu doa bon tiéu tac tam thwong, khong con ich 1gi gi nita. Khong ngo
tren doi lai c6 ké luyén.”
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Pai han rau lanh ling: “Coéng phu ngu dot cling con hon la chang cé céng

phu.”

Mai Nhi tién sinh khong gian, lai lac dau cudi: “Nghe n6i mudn luyén
Thiét bé sam thi nhat dinh phai la dong tt, khong duwgc gan nit sac. Hy sinh
nhw thé cé phai la 16n 1am khong?”

Pai han rau “Ht” mot tiéng.

Mai Nhi tién sinh lai ndi: “Trong vong nam muoi nam nay chi c6 mot
nguwoi kho luyén cdi cong phu ngu dot dé ma théi, tén la Thiét giap kim
cang Thiét Truyén Gidp. Nhung nghe don hai muwoi nam trwdc han da bi ai
d6 danh cho mot chwdng roi xuong vuc sau, khong biét song chét ra sao.
Khong chirng han chwa chét, van con c6 thé ngoi udng rugu.”

Pai han rau tya nhw dang can chat mot cai chan ga, bat luan Mai Nhi tién
sinh noi gi hoi gi, ga cling mot myc ldng thinh. Mai Nhij tién sinh danh phai
nham mat dwdng than.

Khéng biét bao 1au sau, dai han rau lai hoi: “Nghe néi That Diéu Nhan
nguoi nao cling ti tién vo si, nhung dwong nhw ngwoi khong giong thé.”

Mai Nhi tién sinh van nham mat, dap: “Lay tién chan mach ma khong tri
bénh, ha chang phdi ti tién vo si u?”

Pai han rdu cuwdi: “Néu bang long tri bénh cho bon dd, thi méi la vo si. Lay
tién va tri bénh la hai viéc khac nhau. Tién cta hang ngwoi d6 dung la nén
cwdp lay, cang trang tron cang tot.”

Mai Nhi tien sinh cling cwoi: “Ta khong ngo, con nguwdi nhw nguwoi ma cling
khong dén noi ngu dot!”

Pai han rau than thé: “Tiéu nhan bi nguwdi doi xép hang cling chwa han la
tiéu nhan, quan t& dugc nguwdi doi nhin nhan cling chwa chac la quan t.”
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Ly Tam Hoan ngo6i dva vao thanh xe, kh6e miéng phang phat nu cudi.
Chang ntra nhv dang nghe ho noéi chuyén, nita nhw mo mang mot viéc gi,
tam tri khong biét & noi nao.

Moi sur 6 ué trén doi nay hinh nhw cé thé bi tuyét chon vui tat ca. T cira xe
nhin ra, troi dit mot mau trang x0a tinh khiét. Thi ra dwgc séng cling la mot
chuyén twong doi tot.

Tam tri Ly Tam Hoan dang chap chon mot bong hinh.

Nang dang mdc y phuc mau tim nhat, khoac ao choang cling mau tim. Khi
ding gitra troi dat trang x6a nhw thé nay, nang trong nhw mot déa Tt la lan.

Chang nhd, nang rat thich tuyét. Lic tuyét xuoéng, nang thwong kéo tay
chang chay ra san, ném tuyét vao ngwdoi chang, roi cwdi khanh khach chay
tron, budc chang phai dudi theo.

Chang nhg, Iic chang dan Long Tiéu Van vé, tuyét cling dang roi, Iic do
nang dang ngoi & tiéu dinh canh Mai Hoa Lam, xem hoa tuyét dap 1én hoa
mai.

Chang nhg, lan can cta tiéu dinh d6 son mau do, hong mai ciing do, nhung
khi nang ngo6i trén lan can ay, thi hoa va lan can twa nhu da mat hét mau
sac.

Lic dé chang khong dé y thay Long Tiéu Van biéu 16 tinh cdm gi, nhung
sau nay twdng twong thdy. Ngay lan dau gdp nang, c6 1é Long Tiéu Van da
ngay ngat dam say.

Bay gio tiéu dinh dy c6 con khong? Nang cé con thuwdng ngbi trong tiéu
dinh, dwa lan can do dé xem hoa tuyét dap lén hoa mai khong?

Ly Tam Hoan quay lai nhin Mai Nhi tién sinh, cwoi: “Trong xe cé rugu,
ching ta lai uéng may ly.”
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Tuyét roi Idc nhat Iic thwa.

Theo hwéng tay Mai Nhi tién sinh chi, c6 xe ré vao mot con dwong nhé ven
swon nui, dén tredc mot cay cau nhé thi hét duong di.

Trén mat tiéu kiéu, tuyét trdi mdi nguyén khong mot dau chan ngwoi, chi
thdy dau chan cta ché in r6. Dwéi mat Ly Tam Hoan lic nay thi ngay ca
nhitng ddu chan ché ciling giéng nhw nhitng déa hoa mai roi rung canh lan
can.

Pai han rau vin Ly Tam Hoan di 1én tiéu kiéu, chgt thay trwdc mat c6 rirng
mai, trong ri'ng mai c6 nam ba gian nha bang da. Hoa do, nha trang, canh
sac giong nhw mot bic tranh.

Trong ritng mai vang vang c6 tiéng ngwoi, khi dén gan mdi thdy mét lao
gia mdc y phuc rat dang hoang, d6i mii cao, dang chi huy hai ga dong t
rtta sach tuyét trén cay mai.

Pai han rau hoi nho: “Vi nay la Mai Pai tién sinh v?”

Mai Nhij tién sinh cuwoi: “Trir cdi 1do dién ay ra thi con c6 ai dem nuwéc di
rira bang tuyét?”

Pai han rau bat cudi: “Chang 1€ 1do khong biét rang sau khi riva thi tuyét lai
roi trén cay, ma nudc ciing 1ap tic dong thanh bang hay sao?”

Mai Nhi tién sinh thé dai r6i n6i: “Lao c6 thé phan biét bat ci¥ bitc hoa nao
la gid hay that, c6 thé ché ra doc duwogc 1gi hai nhat, co6 thé ché ra giai dugc

tuyét diéu nhat. Thé nhung dao ly don gian nhw thé nay lao lai hoan toan
khong hiéu!”
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Duvong nhu thanh am da vong tdi noi. Mai Pai tién sinh quay lai nhin, lap
tirc giong nhuw nhin thay chu ng, that sac la hodng, vé 1ay 4o bao lao vao
nha, miéng ho hoan: “Nhanh, nhanh! Phai thu don hét nhitng bitc hoa cting
thw phap, néu khong, céi thang pha nha nay ma nhin thiy sé danh cap ngay
dé ban l1ay tién mua rugu.”

Mai Nhi tién sinh cuwoi ha ha: “Lao Pai ct yén tam, hom nay ta da c6 nguoi
moi regu réi. Ta dan dén cho ngwoi hai vi bang hitu.”

Chwa dutt 101, Mai Pai tién sinh da nham mat xua tay: “Ta khong mudn gap
bang hitu cta ngwoi. Bang hitu ctia ngwoi khong c6 tén nao dang hoang, chi
nhin mot cai la xii quay dén ba nam!”

Mai Nhj tién sinh nhay dung lén, 16n tiéng quat: “Ai cha! Nguoi khinh
thuwong ta qua! Chang 1€ ta khong két giao duge vdi bang hitu dang hoang
hay sao? PBuogc, dvgc! Ly Tham Hoa, lao da phu hao y, chung ta di thoi.”

Pai han rau lo lang hoi: “Chuwa 1dy thudc gidi thi lam sao di duwgc?”

Nao ngo, Mai Dai tién sinh vut quay dau lai, di vé huwéng bon ho, vay tay
néi: “Khoan, khoan... Cé phai ngwoi dang nhac téi Tiéu Ly Tham Hoa, mot
nha bdy vi tién si, ba doi thaim hoa khong?”

Mai Nhj tién sinh giong lanh lung: “Chang 1€ lai con mot vi dé tam Ly
Tham Hoa khac hay sao?”

Mai Dai tién sinh nhin cham cham Ly Tam Hoan: “Chinh la vi nay u?”
Ly Tam Hoan mim cwdi: “Khong dam. Tai ha chinh la Ly Tam Hoan!”

Mai Dai tién sinh nhin ngang nhin doc chang mot hoi, bong nhién nam lay
tay Ly Tam Hoan cuoi 16n: “Nghe danh hai muoi ndm, khong ngd c6 ngay
dugc gdp... Ly huynh, Ly huynh... huynh lam lao phu ngay dém mong nhé&
dén chét di duoc.”
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Lo ta vira ngao man da cung kinh, dot nhién to6 thai do than tinh khién Ly
Tam Hoan khong khéi bat ngo.

Mai Dai tién sinh vong tay, khom minh gan sat dat, cung kinh: “Ly huynh
dirng trach! Vira roi ta that 1é chi vi lao dé cua ta that chang ra ngwoi, hai
nam tredc c6 dan vé mot tén bang hitu, bdo rang ké doé la mot chuyén gia
vé thu hoa, kéu ta dem tang thw ra cho han giam dinh. Nao ngd ching dung
hai cudn giay trang dé trao lay hai bitc danh pham ctia Tao Bat Hung r6i
cao chay xa bay, hai ta ba thang an ngu khong yén.”

Ly Tam Hoan lén tiéng bao chita: “Xin Mai Dai tién sinh dirng trach han.
Khi titu hitng noi 1én ma khong tién bac, mui vi d6 that khong dé chiu chut
nao.”

Mai Pai tién sinh cling cwoi: “Néu vay, thi ra Ly huynh ciling la ngudi trong
tiru dao?”

Ly Tam Hoan cuwdi: “Thién ti ho lai bat thuwgng thuyén. Ty dao than thi tiru
trung tién. Ha ha! Thién t kéu réo cling chang 1én thuyén. Ta day say mém
méi giong than tién.”

Mai Pai tién sinh cuwoi: “Hay lam, hay lam! Ky Hac! Nguwoi ngiing tay,
ding rita hoa mai nita. Mau mau dao hai hii rwgu Tric Diép Thanh 1én, dé
ta moi Ly Tham Hoa thudng thace.”

Ldo ta vira cudi vira vai chao, néi tiép: “Hoa dep danh tang giai nhan, rugu
ngon dé dai danh si. Hai hii rvgu nay ta da chon duwéi dat hai muwoi nam, chi
danh thét dai dai danh si nhw Ly huynh.”

Mai Nhi tién sinh xen vao: “Cau nay nhat dinh khong phai gia doi. Nhitng
vi khach khac, dirng néi reegu lam chi, ngay ca mét hii giam lao cling khong
cho. Nhung hom nay Ly huynh dén khong phai dé uong rugu!”
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Mai Dai tién sinh nhin Ly Tam Hoan mot cai, mim cuwoi: “Chat doc Han Ké
Tan chi la chuyén nhé. Ly huynh cit uéng cho théa thich, tai ha sé sap xép

»

Sau.

Thao dudng bay bién cuc ky trang nha hai hoa. Hi rwgu Triac Diép Thanh
da chon hai muoi nam toa mui thom phic.

Rugu can ba tuan, Mai Pai tién sinh m@i no6i: “Nghe don bitc Thanh Minh
Thugng Ha D6 trong hoang cung la do gia, con tranh that 1a & ton pha Ly
huynh. Chang hay chuyén dé ding sai thé nao?”

Hiéu ra nguyén do dugc tiép dai nong hau, Ly Tam Hoan cudi: “Chuyén doé
khong sai.”

Mai Pai tién sinh hén ha: “Gia ti Ly huynh cho muwgn xem qua, tai ha sé

»
!

cam kich vo cung

Ly Tam Hoan no6i: “Mai Dai tién sinh da thich, tai ha chang dam khuéc ttr.
Chi tiéc rang tai ha cling 1a mét tén pha gia chi ti, mwdi nam tredc gia san
khanh kiét, ca bitc hoa 4y cling vé tay nguoi khac.”

Mai Dai tién sinh ngoi lang nhw twong da, twa nhw vira bi dap mdt con 1én
dau, khong ngirng chép miéng: “Pang tiéc, dang tiéc...”

Ldo néi luén mot hoi mwoi may tiéng “dang ti€c”, r6i vung ditng day 16n
tiéng kéu: “Ky Hac! Pem s6 rugu con thtra cat di, Ly Tham Hoa udng da

roi!”

Mai Nhi tién sinh chau may: “Khong c6 Thanh Minh Thugng Ha D6 thi
khong c6 rugu udng nita u?”

Mai Pai tién sinh lanh lung: “Hi rwgu nay von khong phai dé mai!”
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Ly Tam Hoan khong gian, lai con cwoi. Chang thay lao tuy hep hai lai co
quai, nhung tinh khi trung thuc, it ra cling khong phai la nguy quan tw.

Nhung dai han rau nhin khong néi, nhay dwng 1én, 16n tiéng hét: “Khong c6
Thanh Minh Thugng Ha D6 thi ciing khong c6 thudc giai sao?”

Tiéng hét cta han qua 16n, khién gian nha chidn dong twa ho mudn bay ca
noc.

Mai Dai tién sinh hoan toan khéng bién sac, van lanh lung: “Rugu ciing
khong co, thi sao lai c6 thudc giai?”

Pai han rau noéi gian dung dung, dwong nhw muén nhdy sang, nhung Ly
Tam Hoan ngan lai, thdn nhién néi: “Mai Dai tién sinh vén khong quen
biét, di nhién khong can tang thudc gidi cho chiing ta. Ching ta da duoc
thwdng thitc my ttru r6i, sao lai con that 1€ v&i cha nhan?”

Pai han diu giong: “Nhung... thiéu gia... thiéu gia...”

Ly Tam Hoan xua tay mot cdi, r6i chap tay twoi cuoi: “Ti€c rang cudc gap
gd nao cling co luc chia tay. Tai ha xin cao lui vay!”

Nao ngd Mai Dai tién sinh quay lai hoi: “Ngwoi khong can thudc giai nita
lr?”

Ly Tam Hoan lac dau: “Vat c6 chu, tai ha tréc nay khong thich nai xin.”

Mai Pai tién sinh lai hoi: “Néu nguwoi khong cé thube gidi thi tinh mang
nhw ngan can treo sgi toc. Nguwoi cé biét khong?”

Ly Tam Hoan mim cwdi: “Sinh t& hitu mang, tai ha von khong dé y.”

Mai Dai tién sinh trd6 mat nhin Ly Tam Hoan mot hoi, diu giong noi:
“Khong sai. Cd Thanh Minh Thuwgng Ha P6 ma nguoi cling tang cho nguoi
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khac, con néi gi dén sinh mang ban than? Nguwoi duge nhu thé, thién ha kho
tim.”

Dot nhién 1do 16n tiéng: “Ky Hac! Bem rugu ra day!”

Pai han rau vira kinh ngac vira mirng rd, 1én tiéng héi: “Con thudc giai thi
saon?”

Mai Dai tién sinh tritng mat, lanh lung: “Pa c6 rugu, sao lai khong c6 thudc
giai?”
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7 - Ddnh nham con cua nguoi xua

Tiéc rugu vira tan, thuoc gidi cling bat dau cong hiéu. Khong day sau gio
sau, Ly Tam Hoan cam thay khi Iy'c dan dan hoéi phuc.

Troi da htrng sang. Pai han rau da thirc trang dém, nhwng vi vui vé nén tinh
than sang khoai, chi hoi dau dau vi uéng rugu.

Mai Nhij tién sinh hai tay 6m dau, than thg: “Dang chét, dang chét! Troi lai
sang roi.”

Pai han rau héi: “Trdi sang thi c6 gi la khong tot?”

Mai Nhi tién sinh thé ra: “Ta uong ruwgu chi sg troi sang. Troi chuwa sang thi
udng bao nhiéu cling khong sao, nhung troi vira sang la nhivc dau, khong
sao uong noi!”

Ly Tam Hoan dang nham mat dwdng than, ciing bat cuwdi: “Chang riéng
tién sinh nhw thé, do 1a bénh chung ctia nguwoi uong regu.”

Mai Nhi tién sinh n6i: “Pa thé, nhan lic troi chwa sang han, chiing ta can
thém vai ly nita da.”

Ly Tam Hoan cwdi néi: “Ngwu am nhw thé, e rang Mai Dai tién sinh phai
dau long!”

Mai Nhi tién sinh cwoi 16n: “Vi thé ma lao da tron biét vao phong. Mat
khong thay thi tdm cling do phién.”

Uodng xong ly ruegu, Ly Tam Hoan lai gap minh ho rii ruoi.

Mai Nhi tién sinh cham chua nhin, hoi: “Chitng ho nay c6 ttr bao lau?”
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Ly Tam Hoan no6i: “Khoang muwdi nam.”

Mai Nhij tién sinh chau may: “Lé ra ngudi nén bé rwgu. Bénh ho lam yéu
phoi, udéng rugu e rang...”

Ly Tam Hoan cudi: “Hai ph6i? Ta con cé phdi dé ma yéu u? Phoi ta da nat
caroi!”

Chang dot ngot ngirng ndéi, anh mat 16e 1én, tram giong: “Lai c6 khach ghé
tham.”

Mai Nhi tién sinh bién do6i nét mat, néi: “Khach dén day vao ltic niva dém,
nhat dinh khong phai khach cua ldo Pai. Chi sg¢ lai c6 nguwdi dén tim ta.”

Pén ldc nay Mai Nhi tién sinh méi thoang nghe tiéng buwdc chan nhe nhang
0 ngoai nha vong lai, khong chi mot nguoi.

Mot thanh am cat 1én: “Khdng biét day cé phai la Mai Hoa Thao PBuong
chang?”

Qua mot lic, nghe tiéng Mai Dai tién sinh & phong khach vang 1én: “Ntra
dém dén nha, chang hay la trom hay la cudp?”

Co tiéng tra 10i: “Tai ha dén dé bai kién, khong phai trom cuwdp, cé chuit 1é
mon kinh dang.”

Mai Dai tién sinh cudi lanh: “Nita dém dén tang qua, hién nhién khong c6
hdo y, xin chw vi tr¢ vé la hon.”

Nguoi ay cuoi: “Pa thé, tai ha chi con cach mang bitc hoa cia Vwong Ma
Khiét tré ve.”

Mai Dai tién sinh lac giong héi: “Vuwong Ma Khiét u?”

Chuwa dut 101, ctra da hé mé.
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Mai Nhi tién sinh khé chau may: “Bon nay da hiéu tinh khi lao DPai, chon
dung lé vat dén viéng, tat c6 yéu cau gi day. Chung ta ra xem thir 1a nhan
vat thé nao.”

Nhung lao khong ra xem, chi mé hé ctra dé nhin.

Bon d6 gom ba ngudi. Mot ngwdi nho con, tudi trac tam tuan, anh mat lanh
lgi, tay bung mé6t hop go dai dai.

Nguoi thit hai sac dién tram trong, rau dai qua nguc, khoac truong bao dé
tia théu hoa 16n, anh mat rat c6 than, mdi nhin cting biét 1a ngwdi quen chi
huy.

Nguoi thit ba 1a mot chd bé trac muwdi tudi, khuén mat bau binh, déi mat
tron xoe, 4o canh mau doé c6 vién 16ng tho trang, trong rat giong y phuc cia
twong Hong Hai Nhi thuwong thdy.

Trr chd bé ra, vé mat hai nguwdi kia dang lo lang.

Han ti lanh lgi cam hop go, vira budc vao da cdi minh cwoi néi: “Biec hoa
nay chd nhan ta mua rat dat, da dugc nhiéu danh gia cong nhan la ban thuc,
xin Mai Dai tién sinh xem thir.”

Anh mit Mai Dai tién sinh khong roi chiéc hop nhung miéng lai dap:
“Khong c6 cong thi khong ddam nhan thwdng. Chang hay cac vi can gi?”

Nguwoi dy cudi: “Tai ha xin Mai Dai tién sinh chi cho phwong phap dé tim
Mai Nhi tién sinh.”

Mai Dai tién sinh 1ap titc thé phao, twoi tinh dap: “Chuyén dé dé lam.”

Ldo ta vira dén lay cai hop vira kéu 16n: “Lao Nhi ra day, cé nguoi tim
nguwoi.”
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Mai Nhi tién sinh lac dau thé ra: “Hu! Cé Vuong Ma Khiét thi ca huynh dé
cling khong mang.”

L.do gia ao tia va han tr lanh 1gi vira gap Mai Nhi tien sinh la mirng ra mat.
Nhung chd bé Hong Hai Nhi chau may nhin Mai Nhij tién sinh héi: “Mot
tén ban thiu nhw ngwoi ma biét tri bénh v?”

Mai Nhi tién sinh cuwoi hi hi: “Bénh nang thi tri khong khoi, bénh nhe thi tri
khong chét, bénh vira vira thi phai rang sic.”

Lo gia 4o tia hinh nhw sg cht bé néi bay, dang hang roi cat tiéng: “Chiing
ta nguwong mo danh tiéng diéu tht h6i xuan cta tién sinh da 1au, cho nén cd
moi cho duwgce. Bat luan tién chan mach bao nhiéu ciing xin trao treéc.”

Mai Nhi tién sinh cuoi: “Té ra ca tinh khi cua ta chuw vi cling twong tan.
Nhung chw vi khéng sg ta 13y tién r6i chay tron sao?”

Ldo gia do tia tram mat xudng, lang thinh, nhwng 4&nh mat ro rang dang noi:
Nguwoi c6 chay dang troi!

Han t lanh lgi cwdi noi: “Néu tién sinh bang long, ngoai tién chan mach
tra tredc, sau nay lai con hau ta.”

Mai Nhi tién sinh néi: “Ngoai tién chan mach tra trwéc, cac vi cé biét cai lé
ba diéu khong tri cua tai ha chang? Ké cudp bat tri, ké trom bat tri...”

Han t& nho con ngat 10i: “Xin gidi thiéu vdi tién sinh, ké hén Ba Anh nay
chi 1a hang v6 danh tiéu t6t, nhung cht nhan ta, Tan Hiéu Nghia 1o gia la

mot hiép khach tiéng tam lirng lay giang ho, chac tién sinh ciing da ting
nghe!”

Mai Nhi tién sinh nhwédng mat: “C6 phai Thiét ddm chan bat phwong Tan
Hiéu Nghia khong?”
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Ba Anh dap: “Vang, chinh lao gia ta!”

Mai Nhi tién sinh gat gui: “U, danh tiéng ngudi nay ciing khong nhé. Vai
hom nita, chu vi lai dén day, néu ranh roi ta sé di cing mot phen.”

Lao chwa dwt 10i, chu bé Hong Hai Nhi nhdy dung 1én: “Chung ta lich su
v6i tén ldo 18u nay lam chi? Tr6i quach mang vé la xong.”

Ba Anh lat dat kéo tay cau bé lai, cwdi dan hoa: “Néu bénh nhan khong
tram trong thi dé lai doi ba ngay cling chang sao. Nhung bénh tinh dang
nguy kich, dirng ndéi vai ba ngay, vai ba gio e ciing da khong kip!”

Mai Nhij tién sinh hdi: “Bénh nhan cua cac nguwoi quan trong, hay bénh
nhan cua ta & day quan trong?”

Ba Anh hoi: “Tiéen sinh dang c6 bénh nhan ¢ day u?”

Mai Nhi tién sinh gat dau: “Khong sai. Chua tri lanh bénh cho han, ta chwa
di dugc.”

Ba Anh ngdp ngtrng: “Nhung... nhwng bénh nhan cta bon tai ha la Tan dai
thiéu gia, cling la dé ti tuc gia doc nhat cia chuwong mon Thiéu Lam.”

Mai Nhi tién sinh cling nhdy chom 1én: “Con ctia Tan Hiéu Nghia thi sao?
Pé tit tuc gia ctia chwdng mon Thiéu Lam thi sao? Chang 1€ mang han dang
gia hon mang bénh nhan cua ta?”

Tan Hiéu Nghia mat nhw do Itta, nhung van ding yén khong no6i. Hong Hai
Nhi ddo tron doi mat: “Néu bénh nhan & day chét thi sao?”

Mai Nhi tién sinh cwdi lanh nhat: “Néu han chét thi di nhién khéng can ta
tri nita. Ti€c la han khong chét n6i dau!”

Hong Hai Nhi cwoi khdy mot tiéng: “Chwa chac!”
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Vira néi dit, chd bé vut ban minh vao gian nha ké bén, than phap nhanh
nhr mot mii tén khién dai han rau cting kinh ngac. Ba Anh khé liéc Tan
Hiéu Nghia, céd hai khong ngan can gi.

Vira vao bén trong, Héng Hai Nhi nhin cham cham Ly Tam Hoan, 16n tiéng
héi: “Ngwai chinh la ga bénh nhan do v?”

Ly Tam Hoan cwoi: “Tiéu huynh dé, chang 1é ngwoi muon ta chét sém a?”

Hong Hai Nhi trgn mat: “Hoan toan khong sai. Nguoi chét réi thi thang cha
ban thiu d6 mdi chiu di tri bénh cho Tan dai ca.”

Cau bé vira néi vira vung tay 4o, trong tay ao phéng ra ba miii tu tién nho
xiu huéng thang vao mat va yét hau Ly Tam Hoan, nhanh dén ky la, chinh
xac dén ky la, kinh lyc lai rat uy manh.

Khong thé ngd mot cau bé chwa t¢i mudi tudi lai c6 tam tinh ac doc va tha
phap ghé gém nhu thé. Néu khong phai Ly Tam Hoan ma la mot nguwdi nao
khac, e rang phéi bé mang duwéi am khi ctaa no.

Ly Tam Hoan vira dua tay ra thi ba miii tu tién dd nam gon trong tay, chau
may noéi: “Tré con ma da ac doc nhuv thé, 16n 1én sé ra sao?”

Hong Hai Nhi cwoi lanh: “Nguoi dirng twéng c6 cong phu dung tay khong
bat tu tién thi c6 thé gido huan ta.”

Cau bé nhay vot 1én mot cai, trén tay da c6 cap doan kiém sang loang, chwa
dit 161 da hwéng vé Ly Tam Hoan xuét lién tiép bay chiéu.

Pita nho nay than tha linh hoat, bién chiéu nhanh chéng, xuat tha lai tan
doc khac thwong, du nguwoi lan 10n giang ho nhiéu nam cling chwa chac
sanh bang. Moi chiéu thitc déu nhw xuat ra bang mét moi tham thu dai han,
chi mu6én moi chiéu dam cho d6i phwong thung mat 16 to.
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Ly Tam Hoan thé dai: “Xem ra cau bé ndy 16n 1én sé& 1a mot tén Am Vo
Cuyc!”

Ga dai han chau may: “Am V6 Cuc néi danh 1a Huyét Kiém nhung khong
sat hai ké vo toi, con cau bé nay...”

Hong Hai Nhi cudi lanh: “Am V6 Cuyc 1a cai tha gi? Liic bay tudi ta da tirng
giét nguwoi. Con han?”
Ly Tam Hoan van ngo6i yén mot chd, con cau ta vung doan kiém cang danh

lai cang ac doc, cang tham hiém hon, nhwng khong tai nao da thwong doi
thu.

Ly Tam Hoan cudi budn: “Né néi khong sai. Am V6 Cuyc ldc con tré ciing
khong ac doc bang no6!”

Ga dai han tram giong: “Tén oat con nay lén 1én sé 1a hoa 16n cia vo lam!
Hay la...”

Ly Tam Hoan chép miéng: “Ta that tinh khong ng...“

Hong Hai Nhi danh ng6t tram chiéu van khong ha tha duwgc, biét rang hom
nay gap phai nhan vat khé déi phé, titc dén do mat, nghién rang: “Cac
nguoi co biét than phu ta la ai khong? Cac nguoi ma dong dén sgi toc ta,
néu khong bi loan dao phanh thay thi cling bi chém lam tam khic.”

Ly Tam Hoan tram mat: “Nhw vay nghia la ngwoi dam giét nguwdi, chit ké
khac khong dam da thvong nguoi u?”

Hong Hai Nhi vénh mat: “Nguwoi cé gan 16n thi giét ta di, chang thanh van
de!”

Tram ngdm mat lic, Ly Tam Hoan noéi that cham: “Lic nay ta van chwa
muon ra tay, vi ta thdy ngwoi con nhé dai, néu c6 nguwdi nghiém day, c6 thé
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thanh ngwdi hitu dung. Bay gid, nhan lic ta chwa doi y, ngwoi hay lui ra!”

Hong Hai Nhi tu biét minh khé ma dac tha, lién thu kiém lai thé hon hén,
cat tiéng héi: “Vo cong ctia nguoi kha lam. Nguwoi 1a ai? Tai sao trwdc nay
ta chua gdp nguoi?”

Ly Tam Hoan hoi lai: “Nguoi hoi danh tinh ta, khong 1é con mudn phuc thu
hay sao?”

Hong Hai Nhi cuwoi day vé ngay tho: “Nguoi da tha mang ta, sao ta con
dam phuc thu? Ta phuc ngwoi lam. Ta da tan cong t6i maot tram 1é bay kiém,
thé ma nguwoi van ngoi yén khong nhtic nhich.”

Anh mit Ly Tam Hoan sang 1én, cudi héi: “Nguwoi mudn hoc khong?”
Cau bé ca mung: “Nguoi chiu thu ta lam dé tw a?”

Ly Tam Hoan cuwoi: “Néu ta c6 thé thay than phu nguwoi day dé va quan
thic nguoi, thi sau nay nguoi con c6 thé trd thanh nguwoi tot.”

Khong dgi Ly Tam Hoan ndi dit, Hong Hai Nhi da phuc xudng dat, 1én
tiéng: “Xin s phu nhan cua dé t mot lay.”

Cht “lay” vira ra khoi miéng, ba vét sang tu sau lvng n6 vut ra. Do chinh la
Can Bo6i Dé bau Hoa Trang Cung, ché tao rat tinh xdo.
RO rang toan than cau bé déu la am khi.

Bay gio Ly Tam Hoan méi that sy ca kinh. Néu chang khéng cé cai phan
xa cia mot nguwoi danh quen tram tran, thi 1an nay chac han sé trong thuong
badi tay dia tré ac doc nay.

Hong Hai Nhi &m toan van khong tring, lai nhay vot tdi, thét 1én: “Nguoi
la cai thit gi ma doi thay than phu day do ta? Nguoi khong dang thu nhan
do dé nhu ta!”

https://thuviensach.vn



Pai han rau x6m nghiém mat quat 1é6n: “Thang nhai nay ac doc bam sinh,
tam tinh sai lang, dé lai khong dugc dau.”

Ly Tam Hoan th& dai, phat nhe canh tay.

Biét Hong Hai Nhi dinh giét ngwoi, nhung Ba Anh va Tan Hiéu Nghia van
diém nhién, ditng yén khong dong day.

Mai Dai tién sinh chi lo nhin ngam bitc hoa say mé, khong mang t&i moi
tht xung quanh.

Mai Nhi tién sinh chdp mat: “Dtta nhé do dinh giét nguoi, chang 18 cac
nguoi khong quan tam tdi?”

Ba Anh x0e hai ban tay ra, 16n tiéng cuwdi: “That tinh, chuyén ctia cau bé ay
khong ai quan dvgc!”

Mai Nhi tién sinh cwdi lanh: “Nhwng néu dita nhé ay bi giét thi sao?”

Ba Anh cuoi nhung khong dap.

Mai Nhi tién sinh lai néi: “Cac ngwoi yén tam nhw thé, rd rang cho rang vo
cong dira tré dy khong t6i, chi giét nguwoi chit khong bi nguoi giét, phai thé
khong?”

Nhin khong néi, Ba Anh bat cudi: “V0o cong cau ta rat kha, da danh thang
nhiéu cao tht giang ho. Huéng ho cau ta c6 mot than mau tot, lai c6 mot
than phu con tét hon. Nguwdi nao da bai thi danh chiu thoi!”

Mai Nhi tién sinh hoi: “Than phu n6é khong quan thuc dwgc no hay sao?”
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Ba Anh hoi lai: “C6 mot dita con thong minh nhw thé, than phu nao lai
nhan tdm quan thic qua nghiém?”

Mai Nhij tién sinh cau mat: “Khong sai. Than phu né thdy con giét nguoi,
khong chirng cling mang mdy cau, nhung trong long vui vé. Nhung hom
nay, gap bénh nhan cua ta, sg rang né bi xti quay roi.”

Ba Anh nhwéng mat: “Sao thé?”

Mai Nhij tién sinh néi: “Bénh nhan nay chi can nhich tay la thanh ly xong
cai mang nho xiu cua né.”

Ba Anh bat cwoi: “Chi can nhich tay la c6 thé két liéu doi n6? Ta khong tin!
Bénh nhéan cta nguoi chang 1é nhw Ly Tham Hoa, Tiéu Ly Phi Pao, phong
ra khong trat dao nao hay sao?”

Mai Nhij tién sinh diém nhién cwdi dap: “Chang gidu gi nguwoi, bénh nhan
dy chinh la Ly Tham Hoa.”

Nghe xong, sac mat Ba Anh 13p titc trang béch nhu to gidy, cwdi khan roi
néi: “Tién sinh ha tat phai dua gion.”
Mai Nhi tién sinh thdn nhién dap: “Néu nguwoi khong tin thi c6 thé vao

trong ma xem!”

Ba Anh khung lai, r6i 1ap titc xong vao trong, 16n tiéng ho: “Ly Tham Hoa!
Ly dai hiép ha thu lwu tinh.”

Mai Nhi tién sinh thé ra, chdm rai néi: “Nhitng cai do tw xung la nghia hiép
ay, té ra cling chi c6 thé! Mang con cai minh thi coi trong, con mang ké
khac thi con thua mang ché. Con céi minh giét nguwdi thi duwgc, con ké khac
thi dung hong dong t6i no.”
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Sac mat nghiém nghi nang né cia Tan Hiéu Nghia chgt nd mot nu cudi
hiém Aac.

Nhung lao c6 gang che giau nu cwoi do, dé co thé budng tiéng thd dai:
“Néu Ly Tam Hoan giét dita bé dd, e rang han sé an han sudt doi.”

Phat chwéng cia Ly Tam Hoan vira phong, xem ra rat thong thwong chir
khong co gi ky la.

Tuy Hong Hai Nhi tu6i nhé nhung khi giao dau thi lai gia dan v6 cung. Cau
ta nhin thay phat chwéng cia déi phwong, nhung khong tranh cling khong
né. N6 doan biét day la hw chiéu, con sat chiéu chwa xuat ra, vi thé chi
nghiéng miii kiém dé tha thé, cling dung hw chiéu dé ng pho.

Phat chwdng cua Ly Tam Hoan du c6 bién hoéa ra sao thi thé kiém cua cau
ta cling c6 thé tuy nghi ma thay d6i. Néu phat chwong ctia Ly Tam Hoan
dot nhién bién thanh thiyc chiéu thi chiéu kiém cda cau ta cling c6 thé bién
thanh thyc chiéu dé dam thung ban tay ctia Ly Tam Hoan.

Chiéu thitc ctia cau ta qua nhién lgi hai, ca vé b vi, vé thoi gian, vé luc
dao, xét vé mat nao cting thich hgp. Nhitng kiém thu trong giang h6 mudn
van dung dugc chiéu thitc nhu thé cling khéng phdi 1a nhiéu. Hién nhién
cau ta khong nhitng duwgc danh gia truyén thu ma con c6 thién bam dé
luyén voO cong.

Chiéu thirc vo céng tuy la dwgc suv phu truyén thy, nhung trong ldc giao
tranh phdi biét (tng bién va phan doan. Diéu nay khong mat ai c6 thé truyén
thu dugc. Tam co co linh hoat thi van dung mai ky diéu.

Tiéc rang hom nay n6 phai gap mot cao thu nhw Ly Tam Hoan.
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Phat chwéng cia Ly Tam Hoan phéng ra, khong bién hoéa thay doi gi,
nhuwng rat nhanh, nhanh dén mitc ké khac kh6 ma twéng twgng duoc.

Hong Hai Nhi phan dodn ding, nhung cach déi phé ctia ndé hoan toan
khong dung dugc. Pén khi kiém trong tay n6 muén dam vao tay Ly Tam
Hoan, thi ban tay Ly Tam Hoan da vo 1én ngyc ctia no roi.

Nhung cau ta khong thdy dau dén gi, chi nghe hoi dm tir ban tay cua doi
phuwong birng birng chay khap toan than, tira nhw trong con gia lanh dugc
udng mot ngum ruegu néng.

Luc do tiéng ho day lo lang ctia Ba Anh ti* ngoai ctrta vong vao: “Ly dai
hiép ha tha lwu tinh...”

Khi Ba Anh vao téi noi thi Hong Hai Nhi da nga xuong dat nhw ngudi say
rwgu vira tinh day, toan than mém nhiin, khéng thé van mot chit khi lyc
nao.

Ba Anh that sac, kinh hai h6 hoan: “Van thiéu gia! Thiéu gia lam sao r6i?”
Hién nhién Hong Hai Nhi cting biét minh da 1am nguy, khée mat do lén,
khé néi: “Ta... ta e rang da bi tén nay ha doc tha roi... Nguwoi mau vé goi gia
gia dén bao thu cho ta!”

N6i chwa ditt cau, cau ta da khoc oa lén.

Ba Anh giam chan tai chd, mo6 hoi tudn day tran.

Pai han rau lanh lung noéi: “Thang ranh con do6 tuy bi phé vé cong nhung
mang song van con. Thiéu gia xudt thi con c6 ché lvu tinh, chi¢ néu la ta...
Hue!”

Ba Anh tira h6 khong nghe thay ga noi gi.
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Pai han rau nghiém giong: “Néu nguwoi mudn bao thu thi ¢ viéc xuat thu
di!”

Ba Anh khong néi gi, dot nhién phuc xuéng lay Ly Tam Hoan.

Ly Tam Hoan thay chuyén ra ngoai dy liéu, chau may hoi: “Cha bé nay
quan hé thé nao véi nguoi?”

Ba Anh dap: “Tiéu nhan la Ba Anh. Ly Tham Hoa khong nhan ra tiéu nhan
nhung tiéu nhan nhan ra Ly Tham Hoa.”

Ly Tam Hoan diém dam: “Nguoi nhan ra ta thi tot lam. Néu song than cau
ta muon bao thu thi hay n6i ho dén tim ta. Bay gi® nguoi nén nhanh chéng
dwa dira bé nay veé chita tri. Néu diéu tri ding cach, thi tuy sau nay khon